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Eastl and Fire Department Th anks response personnel for the  Controlling the blaze was a A-Honor Roll

following forty-eight hours hard fought battle, that

A big Thank You from the
Eastland Fire Department
goes out to all of the good
hearted people of Eastland

help with the Carbon Fire

which broke out between
Rising Star and Carbon on
New Years Day

and

and beyond. The following
likely echoes the sentiments
of the entire populous of
Eastland County.

fostered disappointment
among firefighters, when
efforts to contain the fire along
natural barriers and fire breaks

County and the surrounding
areas that volunteered to

continued to engage
Firefighters and emergency

N
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Continued Inside

Junior High Honor Roll
4th Six Weeks
Baird Junior High is proud to announce the honor roll for
the 4th Six Weeks grading period of 2005-6. To qualify for
the all A hono roll a student must have a 90 or abord in
every subject. To qualify for the A-B honor roll a student
must have nothing below 80.

THOSE WISHING TO RECEIVE
AID FROM FEDERAL AID FOR
WiLpFIRE VICTIMS

Racing Towards a Safer TxDOT. Fifteen Callahan County
maintenance section employees were honored for their out-
standing safety efforts during the Abilene District’s annual
Safety Awards Banquet. These employees were recognized
for having amassed 166 years of safe driving and 131 years
of no work related injuries. Texas Department of Transpor-
tation employees receiving awards were from the left, back
row, Larry Mclntire, Gary Shelnutt, Larry Cauthen, Jeff
Holland, Joey Henley, Mike Hines and Jody Wilson. Second
row from the left are Kent Stennett, Mikey Santos, Pedro
Cerda and Kevin Curtis and kneeling from the left are Hec-
tor Aguirre, Troy Knowles and Rudy Rodriguez, section su-
pervisor. Not pictured is Michael Rudder. (TxDOT photo by

Mary Beth Kilgore)

Baird Elementary School Honor Rolls

The Baird Elementary
School is proud to announce
the Honor Roll for the 4th Six
Weeks grading period of
2005-6. To qualify for the all
A honor roll a student must
have a 90 or above in every
subject. To qualify for the A-
B honor roll a Student must
have nothing below an 80.

AllA’s

3rd Grade-Barton
Garrett Dell, Kaylee
Wyatt.
3rd Grade-Gardner
None
A-B Honor
3rd Gr. Barton.
Dominique Bond, Preston
Clark.
3rd Grade-
Gardner
Sam Green, Coby
McGonagill, Kara
MclIntire, Talya Mendez
Kaitlyn Robinsoii.

4th Grade
Bessent
None
4th Grade, Gerngross,
None
4th Grade-
A-Bonor
Bessent
Justin Brizendine, Hayley,
Cook, Dakota Gibbs, Wayne
Giger,
4th Grade
A-B Honor
Gerngross
Kaylee Voights.
AllA’s
Fifth Grade
Diller
Kallie Pruett.
T. Williams Sth
Brenna Coffman, Kody
Bryant
Candis Gilley.
Diller 5th
Esperanza Portillo.
T. Williams S5th None

Have You Thanked A School
Board Member Lately?

Most people never won-
der, let alone ask out loud,
why local board members
are willing to give so much
of their time and energy to
their community.

Public school board
members are those dedi-
cated few who are elected to
represent an  entire
community’s education val-
ues. The beauty of public
education is that its oppor-
tunities are open to every-
one, and it’s up to those who
lead the schools to ensure all
students are given every-
thing they need to achieve
and succeed. Among those
leaders, school board mem-
bers stand out. Putting in
long hours and working for

no pay, these dedicated pub-
lic servants strive day in and
day out to preserve the dream
of public education.

School Board Recognition
Month--observed each Janu-
ary--honors that dedication in
Texas. Districts and commu-
nities across the state and
nation organize activities,
special events, and celebra-
tions to recognize the impor-
tant contributions of their
school board members.

At a time when we face dif-
ficult choices over budgetary
priorities, a commitment to
education and to children
must stand absolutely firm.
We have a sacred obligation
to put our children’s needs
first and to make the essen-

*FEDERAL
EMERGENCY
MANAGEMENT
AGENCY ASSISTANCE
HOTLINE
(800-621-3362

U.S. Depr.

Baird High
Roll-4th

9th Grade:
William Brock

10th Grade

Rustin Williams

11th Grade:

Katie Bessent, Clint
Morgan, Angela Sweeney.

12 Grade:

Jaysa Gideon, Josh Glaza,
Blake Manning, Lauren Or-
lando, Kaitlyn Walker, Kayla
Windham.

A-B  Honor
Roll
9th Grade: Jessica
Bowen, Jordan Burns, Issac
Dickey, Patsy Dugan, Brooke
English, Darryl Fox, Emalie
Green, Lacy Jones, Sarayah
Martin, Jesse Mendez, Ashlen
Murff, Breanna Patterson,
Stephanie Rollins, Emily
Tumbusch,

tial investments that will
help them succeed in our in-
creasingly complex society.

America’s school boards
help lead the way in this en-
deavor. By setting high ex-
pectations for student
achievement, supporting
successful teaching and
learning, and linking schools
with their communities,
trustees empower students
with the knowledge and
skills they need to become
productive, responsible citi-
zens.

Take a moment to thank a
school board member for
caring about the future of our
children.

Baird Independent School
District wishes to thank Ken-
neth Brock who serves as
president, Allen Wilson as
vice president, Joe Clark as
secretary, Gerry McDowell,
Kathy Byram, Burke
Robinson, and Matt Rogers.
These members are truly
dedicated to our school and
community.

FOR THE FIRE IN CROSS PLAINS
PLEASE MAKE MONETARY AND BOTTLED WATER DONATIONS TO
RED CRross
1610 N. 2nD, ABILENE, TX 79601

STEE T e W

MAY CONTACT:

FEMA HOTLINE FOR
THE HEARING IMPAIRED :
(800)462-7585

*FeMn WEB SITE:

6th Gr.: Katelynn Mitchell, Brittany Cook, Melanie Coo-

er..

7th Gr.: Cody Hunter, Alexis Almanzar, Colton Fox,
Lauren Hare, Sara Kunick, Yisrayl Martin, Elisha Pritchett,
Michelle Robbins. !

8th Gr.: Mitzy McDowell, Cassidy Miller, Shelby
Strickland, Fallon Donlan, Holley Owens.

A-B Honor:

6th Grade: Chris Ramirez, Ty Rhoads, Courtney

Ringhoffer, Tyler White.

7th Grade: Eric Ebeling, Mackenzie Keller,.

8th Grade: Kristen Burns, Amber Clark, Alysa
Isenhower, Cody Isenhower, Taylor Marks, Courtney
Nail, Brittany Russo, Rose Wamsley.

Several County Precincts Long Voting
Lines Prompts County Commissioners To
Purchase 10 More Electronic Machines

After meeting January 9th and voting to purchase 10 more
E-slate electronic voting machines for the seven county
voting precincts., Judge Roger Corn of the Callahan County
Court said Hart Intercivics, a contractor of the county, pro-

--viding voting machines, was able to locate 10 used EOSlate

voting machines and will sell the equipment at half price.

FARMERS AND RANCHERS MAY CONTACT

HAY HOTILE
FOR ASSISTANCE
(877)429-1998

Normally selling $2,5 00 apiece, these used used EOslate
electronic machines will be purchased for $1,250 apiece.

Judge Corn said Hart Intercivics has agreed to provide
""-wggdanty agreement for the used machines which was pro-
vided.

17 E-slate electronic voting machines were purchased b
vote in August for the November General Election, accord-
ing to Corn. He said that due to the lack of machines, some
voters in some of the voting precincts were only able to cast
ballots after the cutoff 7:00 p.m. Election time; The larger
voting precincts in Clyde, Cross Plains and Baird will re-
ceive the additional E-slate electronic voting machines.

The Help America Vote Act grant (HAVA) partially helped
in the purchase of the 17 additional electronic voting ma-
chines, by providing a grant of $110,04 along with an addi-

WWW . FEMA . GOV
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School Honor
Six Weeks

10th Grade: Nicole
Damnell, Travis Fox, Katelyn

Johnston, Dale Kunick,
Cameron Mclntire, Josh
Rollins, Victoria Suarez,
Lauren Thackerson.

11th Grade: Noah
Albergucci, Megan Betcher,
Cody Gibbs, Melissa Keith,
Ashley Lowe, Brentt Nichols,
Tyler Orlando, Maranda
Satterfield, Raeda Somers,
Chance White.

tt{]onal $9,440.94 from Callahan County which purchased
em.

The clean-up effort in the Cross Plains area was com-
mended and addressed by Cliff Kirkham. Callahan County
has provided county Equipment in order to clear the charred
buildings and home debris after the fires in Cross Plains.

Over 300 truck loads of debris has been disposed of as of
now, according to Judge Corn, and taken to a dump ground
near the community.

Commenting on the Cross Plains clean-up effort, Judge
said the T.C.E.Q. (Texas Commission on Environmental
Quality officials said that the clean-up effort was the most
efficient of the major recent disasters that they have been
involved with. :

On other agenda and voting the Commissioners approved

12th Grade:Chandiéf ~the composition and appointment of public members to the

Albergucci, Justin
Armstrong, Kelby Cauthen,
Cecilia Chavarria, Jessica
Davis, Nikki Gilstrap, Jordan
Glaze, Sasha Ringhoffer,
Chance Rodriguez, Blan
Scott, Rebecca Tollett,
Leslely Tumbusch, Kendra
Wildkerson.

Meals On Wheels In

Need Of Donations
The Callahan County Nu-
trition Project as well as the
Meals on Wheels is in need
of donations, due to the in-
creases in fuel, food and re-
pairs and a need to stay in
budget. The project delivers
food to those who cannot
travel to the Center to have
their lunch and serves about
200 meals a day while the
Center serves about 150. Do-

Salary Grievance Committee. The Salary Grievance Com-
mittee is made up of six elected officials and three public
members. The elected officials of the committee include the
county judge, county attomei, county sheriff, county tax
assessor/collector, county clerk, and district clerk. The three
public members of the committee will be selected from last
gcar’s grand jury list, however those members have yet to

e notified, according to Judge Corn.

Approval was not given to the audit from the preliminary
energy of the Direct Energy.

The Commissioners’ court voted to approve the oath of
office and bond for the county-tax assessor/collector.

The Central Count Station’s hourly gay rate was approved
by the commissioners’ vote, for the Election Ballot count-
ing which takes place at the County Courthouse in Baird.
The five Centra‘J Count Station employees will be paid
$10.00 an hour.

Also before closing the meeting the commissioners voted
to approve the payment of approved bills.

FIRE DEPARTMENT IN
NEED OF DONATIONS

The West Central Texas Council of Governments wants to
remind citizens that during this time of high demand for
“~assistance to the people of Cross Plains that your local fire
departments are also in need of funds in the form of dona-
tions made toward the area fire relief. :
Many of our local fire deparments have depleted their re-

nations to the program may -—sources while battling the recent fires in and around Cross

be sent to the Callahan
County Nutrition Project,
Ste. 302 Courthouse Baird,
TX 79504.

_ Your support of this
project is much appreciated.
Several fund-raisers are in
progress at the present time,
such as quilts, cook books.
If you choose to donate in
this way.

You may contact: Project
Director Katie Dunn, 854-
5658 at the Offict in the
Courthouse or one of the site
managers, Bruce Bell, Baird
Center 854-1937, Vickey
Burns, Clyde 893-4556 or
Kathy Anderson, Cross

Ploaine, 254. 735-6521

Plains. Resources include depleted equipment, repair of old
aging equipment and other items that were used and ex-
pended during their recent effort .

Many of our rural areas depend on volunteer fire depart-
ments for fire protection. Tﬁe Fire Departments that re-
sponded to this disaster are non-profit organizations that rely
on the good will of the public. Most of these courageous
fire fighters are self-sacrificing non-paid volunteers. Dona-
tions can be made directly to your local fire department.

Fire Departments responding to the Cross Plains area Fires
include: Abilene, Abi?ene Airport, Anson, Baird, Brady,
Brownwood, Burkett, Cisco, Clyde, Comanche, Cross
Plains, DeLeon, Dublin, DyesAFB. Early, Eastland, Eulu,
Gorman, Lake Brownwood, Lawn, May, Merkel, Milcs,
Northlake, Oplin, Potosi, Putnam, Rising Star, Santa Anna,
Sipe Springs, Stamford, Stephenville, And Zephyr.

Also helping your local fire department repair equipment
and build cash reserves helps them to be able to respond to
future events as they occur in the area. Without these dona-
tions there will be a diminished fire fighting capacity in the
region.

For additional information on donating please call your
local fire department or the Rig Country Fire Fighier 4
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NOTICE TO District Engineer contract. TXDOT ensures that No Down
NTRACTORS OF 4250 N. Clack BSTSRARLLY I R eR e House For Sale For Sale
OPOSED TEXAS Abilene, Texas 79604-0150 :Zi’:;‘;';?‘f g 38“(;;’3‘ on the | Single/ouble Models FOR SALE BY OWNER2BR,1 FOR SALE: White ‘84
DEPARTMENT OF Phone: 325-676-6800 3 ko s Ll s The Conditions: & 1/2 bath brick house in Cross Monte Carlo, one owner, |
TRANSPORTATION national origin. No Late Payments-No Plains. Appraised at $65,000 115,000 actual miles, V-8, :
(TxDOT) CONTRACTS Minimum wage rates are set (1-19, 1-26-06) Chargeoffs Last 12 Mo. bheforre thg fire. No dam‘zgﬁ‘from ood air, Michelgrsl 412{“;25 ’
Seblnd Is f ot TRINITY HOMES the fire. Call Douglas Walker at 3,000 firm. Call - -
lised below will bo rosived b Noti Abilene, TXRBI34909  254-643-1422 or 254-631-8586 1303 to see, 8 to 9 a.m. or 9
| , y olice 325-672-1490 or Mark Walker at 325-280-4093. o 10 p.m. Only.
TxDOT until the date(s) shown _ 1-866-672-1499 B3 B52
below, and then publicly read. Pursuant to Article 258.002(b), Texas T gy | —— i
CONSTRUCTIOM 258.002(c) of the Texas Transportation Code, any . . Mobile Home For Sale: ToBe  Men’s Work Hats - Black
MAINTENANCE/ Transportation Code, the person asserting a private $29.995 Moved 14 x 70 2 Full BRs, 2  felt, 4’ brim, 6 7/8to 7 1/2, J
BUILDING FACILITIES Commissioners Court of right, title or interest in a road Sc '?i':ez:;'g": w‘dYe Re{"’ Full Baths. Inside remodeled, $34.99 at Johnson’s Dry
CONTRACT(S) allahan County, Texas may appear before the A ps il Rc:o::v;::bl:!t nice inside. Has washer, dryer, Goods, Cross Plains, TX.
.............. ; rovides this notice to the Commissioners Court to $19.995 FOB Abilene  StOVe. refrig., new built-in Made in USA. )
Dist./Div: Abilene public of its intention to object or protest the Brand New 2 BR/2 Bath oven, top range. Asking B3 ‘
Contract 6136-67-001 for convene apublic meetingto County’s claim of its right to 5 Bedrooms/3 Bath $8,000. 254-522-2582.
RIGHT OF WAY MOWING -eceive comment upon the continue maintenance of the Payments Less than Rent B30 e ' |
in CALLAHAN County, etc ndoption of a County Road public roads depicted on the All Homes Priced Low!! V/an gd

will be opened on February 02,  fap including eachroadin County Road Map. Any 1) %Ti;::;:;;‘::y‘fmcs Help Wanted  Cook Wanted at Cook’s |

2006 at 1:30 pm at the District  \jch the County claims person asserting a private : :
i i TRINITY HOMES : X Fish Barn Friday &

Office for an estimate of |, . continued existence of right, title or interest in a road Abilene, Tx RBI 34909 DQ_ManagerTrameepc-)smons Sabirday nights; Apply

$144,720.38. a public interest and a right may also file a written protest 325-672-1490 available for (_:rOSS Plains D,Q at Cook’s Fish Barn or |

------------------- of :cess and egress for withthe County Judge at any 1-866-672-1499 and other Richeson DQ's. call 254-842-5850. l

Unlimited bonus potential with B3

Plans and specific “ons are ., enance of an existing  time before the time and date .
above average base pay. Non-

f:\:::;'lla:};;f);inspecn “long County Road. The roads in of the scheduled public _
\dding proposals, and - p. o, the County claims a  hearing. By way of this AVAILABLE: smoking, i¢rugifree pork Home Loans |

applications for the TxDOT public interest have been procedure, the County makes DENTIST OFFICE environment. Drug test I’m mad...at Banks who L

lified Os i : . N4 i istri : ‘
mgaa;;icf;';“;f;;ﬁ;;ﬁ maintained for many years, no claim affecting titlc ILNOC(;g?'a[ "ig&Aw required. Call District pop't Give House Loans ‘

Dist/Div Offices listed below, P€8inning some time prior acreage, or ownership of the § Main St. Eastland, Tx | Manager, Nita Frazier 325- because of Bad Credit,

If applicable, bidders must '© 1981, have previously land, but seeks merely to Jin tll:e center of| 938-6964. HI:;ﬁltJlems oiiiewiEmployy
submit  prequalification D€en listed in a notice establish and document the e""eSr)‘g)tp(l:Ir]agto1'1es that are =y 1do, Call L.D. Kirk,
information to TXxDOT at least included in the 2005-06 Ad right of the County to § plumbed and ready Web Press Time available cal]l  Homeland Mortages,
10 days prior to the bid date to  Valorem Tax statement. A continue maintenance of the elarge front desk/f§ ]254-629-1707. (254)-947-4475.
be eligible to bid on a project. Proposed County Road Map existing county road in its reii%%)f%?traﬁe S 13
Prequalification materials may depicting each road in present location and § room with restroom & B
be requested from the State Which the County claims a dimension. sbreak room/records Eg't"s“sa;“':g:lce%wmk
Office listed below. Plans for public interest in available Jeanie Bohannon FOOBLER ik otClaanil)
: ; *2 sterilization/storage ot Clean Up
the above contract(s) are forinspection by the public County Clerk areas Fencing - Painting
available from TxDOTOs at the office of the County (12-29-05, 1-5, 1-12, 1-19- sdark room General Construction
website at www.dot.state.vf.us Judge in the County - 06) 'Dr.cgf)::bressor dnd Owner Steve Broyles
and f'rom reproduction Courthouse, during Vactiin pgmp installed X i 3 )
companies at the expense of the business hours, and workmlg Re5|den*t|al X Corr.‘me“cel - Farm
tractor. - °
CNOI':O??;;% commencing December 1, EGR SALE:  Mostly] | ma: ngls'::at ocation on Free Estimates
State Office 200§I:h C N lghway driven’ ‘90 2 phone hnes 254"629"5487 or 254"442-1 558 5-104
e Commissioners : .
ldsmobile Cutlass music system L
gl oA Court will conduct a public |g, 0o v.6__loaded installed — .
Constr./Maint. Division hearing on January 23, P _ : *in a growing town Ann Williams Real _Estate
200 E. Riverside Dr. _ ,000 miles. Call 254-629- Call Wanda Hull 1- 601 Conrad Hilton Cisco www.annwilliamsrealestate.com
Ruustin, Texaa TRTOA " - oot 10100 810, 0 e 413 afier 61 pim tovsee || | 234.629.2987. 254-442-1880
Do S TRALGISD | 4 o ussiOners CQUITOOI, | §3995/00! Eastland. Tx 76448 15 Aeroe opg Wi e 520050
! water wells, deer, turkey, hogs,

in the Callahan County 29 Acres with 2:slory cabin, m

oA THANKS FOR READING E-mail: dove, qua
- ; Courthouse. At this time, hull’s@eastland 3 AcrnloverlooklngLnkoCIuo ved road frontage, hill, publlcboalrampdiraclly
ull's@eastiand.net from th llent f Lake Clsco and be
Dist/Div Office(s) THE CALLAHAN STAR srgss o o prory, canviowof Laka ﬁ":.‘.fx...m.mm.

pursuant to Article that cut thmu the pro hogl dove, quail, $57,000.
3 § : » > #1150 Acres ‘mostly wooded with oak lnd m ulu, gome open area;and pecan
trees, wlldlifa lncludndm wrkw o?
51 Acres waoded & open with.2 P torgtate g- seasonal crrek, wildlife
'Snadfg ot d‘f‘tll:l Iurkoy hﬁ' dovo - qual s wolll ro| Is mostl
res w vt A
odadwhhoa undmuqu SOL. ” 7 per% y

Abilene Disn'ict— '

D.P.S. Report ey

LI CASES INVESTL ¢ e TN o e S
Canterbury Villaot Bair/| GATED LHcomeANy e
poerbury Vila o Balrdl § - WARNINGS-103 REAL E STI\ A o hotll *mw,mﬂm e e
Shhasels XARILs O 8 COMPLAINTS ; 116

80 Acres mostly wooded with 2 ponds wllh 1 being stocked
with fish, remote, wildlife inclu duck& quall, $104,
81 Acres wooded with oak & mc Ito trets with a very large hill, 1 ?ond. creek. This

Gorman Does not
des deer, turkey,

DWI: 1

discriminate against any | POSSESSION OF FOR SALE!!! 8000 SF Commercial Bldg. o B dove duck & uall 184838 0 w"::"m"’""'m*’:;";'r":m i
mdwdua] in 1ts.adm13§10n MARIJUANA: 3 I-20 in Putnam. Presently used as C-STORE an§ &I‘:i wildife ncludes nd;o&ro::‘:'rvk:y , hogs, do ﬁh“"““ﬂ &sggpmhhoak. i
pO]lCleS or basic services DRIVING UNDER : good creek that cuts through the middle, 1 uruller coutakheld ter well, one pond,

: THE INFL United States Post Office. olenﬂallaka site. Wildlife includes deer, iurkev hogs, dove, quall 81.59 r acre.
piituregand [0 race. color T e e e e S
sex, national origin, ageor | MINOR 1. 325-695-7300 perac ogps * s ind
tinahils : POSSESSION OF 1 ‘Acres dw‘hh hoém uwmlt coastal flelds, several woodaeg .ml'h vlllllt’lldoak. pecan 't

isability. There is 0o §  ypy;G PARAPHERNA- Sy e G BRI D, o053
qistmetion incupibiiy fouy TTA : 2 pond, 3 weta v, ok ok lo ek botom,deer rky
or in the manner of ACCIDENTS : 1 i'c"l{::%ggﬁk'v?ou; II;P%DOperlm of another large 1ponu stocked
D e origen oy e | cypEHERE WAS L AC: R e P A L
service provided by the § CIDENT _INVESTI- ; H  Acres with he
nursingpfaciiity 0);. by W use Leve"n snﬂa‘?ﬁia‘lp'&?ﬁi’yﬁﬁfa BR, Zballrtthhorr[:omumhullgfn?:'mlrlﬂpeﬁg;f '3:3:’
others in or outside of the § TIME SPAN, H & a::ﬁé?se' 'ﬁi‘"&%‘&"ﬁr '5?'1"’“ e B e Jyer pond, cTael,

T,
217 Acres 65% flelds & grasslar

Ids & grassiand, 6'3 hill, 35% oak & mesquite timber, Stephens

Co., deer, 1urkey hogs, dove. duc

225'Acre high fence most ly wooded oalureu. several fields, nice mobile home, superior

genallc wh e}ell & fallow door were brought onto the ranch, blinds, feeders, hills, two
onds, very nice proj

375 A%:'m%olllﬁp ""35’ with oaks and mesquite, hills, creek, 2 ;l)onds wator well, very

nice property, wildlife includes deer, turkey, h dove, duck, qua sazl!

home. All facilities of the
nursing home are available
without distinction to all

foundatlon Repa
By David Lee & Co.

patlents and visitors Help W anted Pl'OfBSilOl'lal Ol'k Sll’l(;e 1967 Approx. 2496 sq. ft. (per ca Hld . with several rooms and CH/A on Conrad Hilton. Can be
regardless of race, color, Looking for Free Estimates o e S %c"b'&'%;cmmmn side, $32,000.
. ] . . . . |
sex, national origin, age or : No Payment Until Work Is Satisfactorily gggg'{g;ﬁ'g,',ﬁg,'gg"%‘:gp',g goqu",{e;,m,gggq mclgm';'p,g,,,“, T
dlsabﬂit)f- ReS OnSIble Completed Ca1l leorg:::Hr’ant approx. 3752 sq. ft. (per cad) with 3 dinin: rooms.z CH/A units, eqpt. and
Operated by' . Newspaper Delivery for « Solid Slab * P'i er & Beam s Concrete Piers rilture Included 'or $85,000. On approx. 2 acres. c-uloP
Py]_ amid Heal théare Baird, Clyde & Cross Plains Block & Pad « i Biaci %eBdRu J e:cilii hglzh2 I;%rge , vinyl siding, double carport with attached storage, fenced backyard.
3 Contract Labor 0c . 0or bracing 3 BH 2 bath home with double carport. workshop or storage bldg., Ig. trees, $27,500. 4
Corporation Call Steel Piers To Bedrock f’o , 13/ bath Homecarpetjust been fepiaced, ouble carport wialtached sforage, comer A
(1-19-06) 254-629-1707 Work Guaranteed - Insurance Claims ,'.f bath home, separate L \ygululgg SYW iRl de'ached garage with storage,
3 home, I [
Lxcersedie funoey [k e e e o |
y uplex vin )
- - - . - be used as single family home. gm
Country Cowboy Church 254-629-2267 1-888-486-8588 T AN o e ey
254-965-5635 9] 5-675-6369 bath home, lur e rooms, CH/A, ﬁr.lplaoa, double pane windows, enclosed back

h, metal sldln double garage, raduced
gorc h hgomo ga 2 den, many kitchen cabinets,

doub\o carport, 2 storaga b gn.. ck yard, very spacious inside

3 BR 1 3/4 bath home, recently SOLD winiswlbsurch across front,
arport hncadbackﬁrd AL i U7 b Ao .
pm:louﬂBH 1 3/4 bath home ith CH/A dacoratad and landscaped, 2 living areas
or dlnlng room, Ig. utility foom SOLLD uble carpori;-shop or storage
g corner property, ]

$62,000,
ome, | rooml liru lac bnhro m recently remodeled,
lurrounde&l? p W ?’ ,500.
3 BR, 2 bath omo hir, patlo, doub carport privacy fenced §
backyard ﬂora e bldg., cl walarpusmm well,
5 BR, ory home. fice, Ig rooms, mostly wooden

Hoorls 2 Cr:fA u:d t.u ourroud s, Ig. corner property, several
replaces, fenc .
8R, 2 1/3 bath home SR CH/A, woodburn ng'i replace, , large living room, covered patio,

carporl garage, and other extras on corner lo
dloins Alr} un Lar e 3 BR Eric! Eomo oni'cn*ﬁ acres wﬁh CH/A has full bath, 3/4 bath

12 bat , separafe L| any nice cabinets, util ltyroom
ancloud back rorch duubh g " x 50" metal building, many

710 N, Seaman Eastland
254-639-2155

Coffee & Donuts...................
WOTShID'SErVICE.........:5 0o reess 11:00 a.m. W
Wednesday Night Bible Study...6:30 p.m.

Pastor Chad Gosnell

BRANDON'S

www.davidleeandco.com
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Ann Williams, Broker

$16 per year in Callahan County; $18 per year for
Countics Adjoining Callahan $22 Elsewhere

Brandon Urms ALLTYPES  (817) 578-4155
Owner DIRT WORK (254) 653-7409
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Jimmy Williams
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Infant’s Death Poses Many
Unanswered Questions

By Margaret Hetrick

Editors Note:

The following is a letter
given to this newspaper by
Gary Nichols, the father of
infant Lacey Lynn Nichols,
who died Thursday, Jan. 12,
2006 in a Fort Worth
hospital.

Mr. Nichols came to this
newspaper because he felt
the circumstances sur-
rounding his daughter’s
death had not been properly
reported in other news
media.

His letter opens many
unanswered questions. We
do not know the answer to
these questions, and we have
only spoken with Mr.
Nichols, not others involved
in this matter. But we are
shocked at the tragic death of
infant Lacey, which
apparently was not brought
about by natural causes.

According to Gary
Nichols, the Eastland office
of Child Protective Services
(CPS) took Lacey, and two
other children from his home
approximately four months

the Fort Worth hospital.

Mr. Nichols also said that
he has spoken to the State
Child Protective Services
office in Austin about his
daughter‘s death. He said he
was told that the Eastland
CPS was being investigated
in this matter. The case
number he gave us for the
investigation is 31799527.

First and foremost - and
undeniable in this case, is the
fact that the life of an

innocent child has been
ended by no fault of her own.
Why?

Gary D. Peak, Mr.
Nichol’s attorney wrote to
this newspaper: “I am torn up
by the death of Lacey
Nichols.” This is also our
feeling, and it would be hard
to think that anyone could be
untouched by her death.

There are some hard
questions to be answered,
and those responsible should
be held accountable. Not that
this will bring Lacey back,
but perhaps the needless
death of another child can be
avoided.

Letter From Father
Lacey Lynn Nichols, age
S |4 months, died
;,_ Bl On 1-12-06,
B 11:30 a.m., at
il Cook’s Hospital
in Fort Worth.

She lived
with her mother
and dad, Gary
and Jennifer

LACEY NICHOLS

MICROPLEX

Nichols at 101 S.

Her heart went to

Canada, and other

; : | parts all over the
&'( m United States.

N She had beautiful

® blue eyes, and was

had an irreplaceable
personality.

Lacey will be
| missed dearly by
her sisters, Lynnsey,
Jaynie, and Lee-
anne, her grand-
fathers Ben Nichols
of Cisco, and Dale
Hayes of Dallas,
and all of her family
and friends of the

THE NICHOLS FAMILY

: family.
Raseinastiand, TX. The CPS of Eastland TX
Lacey had been in the care . !

is currently being

of Child Protective Services
(CPS) for the last 4 months,
due to false allegations -
during the time of death in

investigated by the State CPS
office in Austin, TX in the

{5
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wrongful death of our ¥ Ly
girl.

There are certain leads
still under investigation
concerning the cause of’

death - supposably caused by “
Lacey’s foster parents in_ .

Coleman, TX, which the, ,

CPS was responsible for.

Lacey's funeral was held
at the Church of the Nazerine §
in Cisco, TX on Tuesday,
January 17.

She was buried at thegg:;
Eastland Cemetery under the

name of Lacey Lynn:;s
Nichols.

Your prayers

andiiw

sympathy have been greatly*‘-?

appreciated during thisi<
tragedy.
We thank you - the farmly

of Lacey Lynn Nichols. T

Gary L. Nichols
1-16-06

Coleman, TX.

Lacey did not die of
natural causes. She was
brutally shook to death,
while suffering a stroke, and
brain injuries.

She was a special, vibrant,
outgoing young baby. She
was just starting to walk and

BACKHOE SERVICE

Call Raymond 254-629-8417 .

talk. She had her whole life

ahead of her.
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ELECTRIC Eastland County

ago. Their actions were Lacey was care flighted

based on false allegations from Coleman, TX to Cook’s
made against him, he said. Serving The Big hospi[al in Fort Worth, TX. Veterans
Lacey was eventually Goant She was on life support for 7 .
placed by CPS in a foster W oS days. Check For Your Name o9
home in Coleman. Your Licensed All of her body parts were t
Apparently, something Electrician” donated to different children,

www.ecvet.com
See Our Sponsors

terrible happened to Lacey
there, and she was care
flighted to Cooks Hospital in
Fort Worth, where she died
several days later.

If we understood correctly,
Mr. Nichols said that media
sourees, seported andhigkanen
bope wasvlodged: -rmther: sk

across the country, in order
to save other children’s lives.

Residential « Commercial
Rt 2 Box 527 »« CR 597
254-631-5522

www.microplexelectric.com

LS

1307 East Main .
: ._Eastland,‘.Tx

NOW OPEN

m Dng N80 Al 00w \Per :me’ﬁebﬁr of the
58 wilEastland Electrical Cpnttactors Assogiatian, s

throat. He said that hospital
personnel did not confirm
that. Instead Mr. Nichols
believes his daughter had
been so badly shaken that she
suffered a stroke and brain
injuries. He discussed his
reasons for believing this

HUNSUEFATIA WS OreARla0 ]l e au Coniarabntar et tew ntatr fhacalie, na ey st s, [ el « Builder’s Stone s Carpet 'W°°d‘“mi'!°t§9 5
shown several photos, d’g’tom‘ Blinds.- Shuders- Wallpapen red : 2
showing bruises, of Lacey in GAS & DIESEL TRUCKS g - 2 =
97 Ford F250 Power Stroke Super Duty, 5 sp., looks & runs good, white 3
Crossword Answers 96 Ford Ranger, 4 cyl., 5 sp., fancy wheels & tires, very nice, clean pickup....$3150 |
e 95 Ford, F350 Power Stroke Diesel, 5 sp., dual rears, steel flat bed (white)...$4500 2
1G ufM/P R[P[M E 94 Ford F250 Turbo Diesel Super Cab, looks, runs good, 5 s., green & white..$4250 5
AlS|I|A E|A|S T 91 Ford F350 Crew Cab Diesel, 5 sp., under 100,000 miles, a very nice truck 8
EINIDBMAICIRIE [ (red).... v ..$4500 =
Alpl1|R N|D|A|C 0 90 Ford F350 Crew Cab Dually aulo runs very good red &lan .....55500 . :.
‘E|R|A L 89 Chevy Ext. Cab, V8 in good cond., (red) -]
Bl1|s|E|C 0 89 Ford F250 Diesel Super Cab 5 sp., very clean & runs good, red & white,.. ::
s|olN ElE/bls GlA 89 Ford F250 Diesel Super Cab, a pretty nice truck, blue & white -
AIRIT AIRIRIA 11clE 89 Ford F250 Diesel Super Cab, All steel flat bed, runs good, weak paint E
L RIASINSIYIR TAEOIN 85 Ford F350 Crew Cab Diesel, a pretty good old truck (white) ' A [ ] 2
‘cla|R[A[F EJS[TIR[E[S]S 5
% AlllL ? 1IN AUTOMOBILES =1
- EICIAIHIEIDIR 99 Ford Crown Victoria like new condition, (wife s car) always in garage.......$5500 -
BTEIA MEEE Lo 90 Lincoln Town Car, fully loaded, very clean Inside & out (charcoal).............$7250 -
NToBMRIUIRILTS HRE; 96 Buick Century 4 dr., only 87,000 miles, new tires -
88 Ford Contour in good cond. inside & out, (red).... -
TIE[P GlY M 'L{o[s[s ]
96 Mercury Mystique, 4 cyl., 4 dr., looks, runs good (blua) ~
% s M . . . :
Piano, Fiddle, 96 (p:;c:zhti:l:;mar XR7, fully loaded, leather seats, moon roo : 03 Ford F150 short bed, auto, air, AM/FM CD, cruise, tilt, 72K.......... $7995 |- 2
. R T 96 Mercury Cougar XR7, 4.6 V8, rear wheel drive, runs good (white)............ . ' . . el -
SUZUkl VlOlln 85 Mercury Cougar XR7, 4.6 V8, cold alr, runs very good (purple) el 03 Che"y Mallbu LS auto, aitr, AM/FM CDv elecmc WlndOWS. IOCkS' 1 :
. . 85 Olds Cutlass V6, looks & runs very good, cold air (tan) X . =
& Beginning 94 Olds Cutlass V8, looks & runs very good, cold air (white) ] Srseats, CruiSe;itilt] GOK B a8 i it iy, fa st iR o LA it b $6995 1 &
Guitar L 95 Lincoln Town Car, a nice car Inside & out, good fuel mileage (gold)........... all ; —=1 &
ultar Lessons gg mercuw gougﬂr XR7, 3.8 V6, a very nice car & fully loaded (sliver)., 103 Chevy Malibu auto, air, 35K, AM/FM, cass., CrUIS€..........evrerrrvnranns $6995 L =
Children & Adults STFord GO VEista  doce) dapandatis oar (Libliah and onneeristaos|l| [ - &
P ‘ (It i A ir e 1 -
d 80 Lincoln Town Car, looks, runs & drives good, a good family car (white).....$1295 r’ 03 Ford Escort sz auto, air, AM/FM’ CD' Cruise, 34K """""""""""" $6500 Lo
Several cars under $1,000 | . —
Melissa Jackson 102 Ford F150 6 cyl.., short bed, auto, air, AM/EM, cruise, 67K............ $7995 [ =
254-629-2721 WE BUY - SELL - TRADE & FINANCE - NO FINANGE CHARGE 1st 6 MONTHS =1 . . ] =
Music Degree TCU OPEN MON., TUES., WED., THURS & SAT, 9-8; CLOSED FRI. & SUN. 402 Dodge Caravan auto, front & rear air, AM/FM, CD, elect. windows ] &
5.104 Phone 254-725-7361 Cell Phone 325-660-0099 \/ . =
= o S, O o e T s ey A T T $69501 =
—— e —— o] L] -
CUSTOM HOME BUILDERS | [[|* Mercury Marauisauto,ain AWM, elec. windows, locks, seats :
{ e} -
" SINCE 1980 I s T Y [ O o R el s Pt G T 0 B e For oy v b $6995 2
101 Mercury Villager Van auto, front & rear air, AM/FM cass., elect. =
] :
2 e W INAOWS . JOCKS, LIS It it s e ioia s hhe 3 cxasanss dshoTs o te i s $7950 BN =
Let ¥Js Build Your New Home B i :
01 Escort Zx2 auto, ainfy AM/EM, Cassty SAKE. .. ta s st reies os casearel $4995 e
or Room Addition g ; : - TE

—1 00 Mustang Convertible, auto, air, AM/FM/CD/cass., elect. windows, :

- ’ —— A
If You Can Dream It, We Can Build It! locks & seats, CrUISE.. S eIt st 11 (el el SO LRI . 5 $6550

Cross Plains
254-725-7361

BI-RITE AUT

4th Block E. of
Light, Hwy 36

miles, 4 doors...

97 Aerostar 7 Pass VG dual BII’ very good cond blue

] 95 Aerostar Extended Van, 7 Pass., V6, looks, runs & drives very good, white...$2375
97 Plymouth Voyager, V6, 7 Pass., looks, runs, drives good, white

95 Plymouth Voyager, VB, 7 Pass., looks, runs, drives good, green

95 Chevy Lumina Venture Mini Van, V6, runs & drives good, green.

VANS & SUVs
99 Windstar 7 Pass., V6, dul air, power windows, locks, seat, tilt, cruise, etc., 102K

...$4500

93 Isusu Rodeo 4 cyl., runs good, a good buy at only................,...............‘.:..81595

{8l j. CLARK CONSTRUCTION CO., INC.

(254) 734-2755
P. 0. Box 176 111 E. Roberts St.
Gorman, TX 76454

General Building Contractors - All Work Guaranteed
Custom Homes - Remodeling - Commercial - Industrial - Farm

Financing - Free Estimates - Design, Engineering & Plan Services

5-104

Tlle and Stone Supply
Design Center

Home Owners % Contractors
_254-631-0400 0
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~- Announces Housing Assistance

USDA has the unique

responsibility of
f===cvordinating Federal
: ==-assistance to rural areas of
i==the Nation. USDA Rural

1=3 Dcvclopmcnt housing
: SSprograms assist eligible very-
:==low, low and moderate-
:==income rural Texans in
:__bu,onu homeowneérs and
i ==in making repairs to their
: ==homes. These programs may
: ==-also assist eligible persons in
{2=Cross Plains and the
‘= surrounding areas affected
:2 by the recent fires.
:== USDA Rural Development
:==home ownership loan
5_5-5-:~’pr00u ns give applicants
‘ “Sfinancial assistance in the
=~=form of a home loan at an
affordable interest rate. The
= loan may be used for the
purchase of an existing home
or for new home construction
which allow very low income
households the opportunity
..to obtain modest, decent,
~safe and sanitary housing.
Many low income
==applicants may already own
=—=a home, but are looking to
:-f.*“mdke their living situation
' '*beltel for their family. The
== Home Repair Loan Program
'jcan provide loans and grants
= for renovation of housing
already owned by the

‘ Read Fhi a?/dﬁl?lffeds

!ll."l §EEIREY

(SR1EE)

RN T TR A RN RN RN R R A SR RRA RSN R RN ALRRERRRER

applicant. It can also provide
funds to make a home
accesible to someone with
disabilities. For very-low
income applicants, these
loans are on a fixed 1%
interest rate directly from the
USDA Rural Development
housing programs. Also
under this program, eligible
applicants who are very-low
income homeowners, 62
years of age and older,
without loan repayment
ability, are eligible for home
improvement grants to
improve their living
situation.

To find out if you are
eligible for USDA Rural
Development  housing
programs, or for further
information or assistance,
please call an agency
representative by calling the
USDA Rural Development
Abilene Local Office at 325-
690-6162, Extension 4.

Al 5 waild star

Annual Letter From Cousin Icky:

He writes in part in his semi-sometime communique:

“Go-na get this mailed ‘fore stamps go up...” (We paid
the extra postage due.)

“Been watching that Judge Alito gettin’ grilled by them
high-powered sinators (sic); it’s a comedy—seeing them
ole codgers not even being able to read the questions writ
for them by their underlings, and to hear that High Judge
fire back the answers from memory, quicker ‘n a snap,
chapter and verse, case vs. case, faster’en bullets.”

“You news-people must be dumb—you all been
hollerin’ for years ‘bout how few people go to the polls
when they get a chance—you wastin’ time trying to get
the numbers up, when you consider what’s comin’ out of
them capitol domes—one money-grubbin’ scandal after
another...most (not all) get them cushy jobs are honest,
and get elected on their good-sense...but once they get
there—WHEEEEEEE; WE GOT IT MADE IN THE
SHADE... Why should we illerates have hangin’ over our
heads the fact that our voting helped another pack of rats
get there to sack and plunder. No thank ye.”

“We’ens lucky out here at the crossroads...jest got
outhouse and chicken house scorched; but you know
what. Singed feathers and Penney catalogs must spell
awful good compared to what them hero fire fighters are
exposed to—the stench of incinerated homes full of happy
yesterdays, and hopes for bright tomorrows; all gone in a
blaze. Boy howdy, do we ever owe them big time for
saving us all from that inferno. God bless ‘em all, real
good like.”

Icky, we couldn’t agree more.

Ranger College Spring Registration

Ranger College Spring
semester registration for
communter students was
held Thursday, January 12
from 8-12/1-5 p.m. at the
Registrar’s Office in the
Academic Building on the
Ranger Campus. Dormitory
students will report Sunday,

h\ample Ocean Side #5908 W'Z,OBQ?“
Marked
Do‘::n To $4 995b0

= B Bring this ad in for additional savings

January 15, from 8:00 a.m.
to 2:00 p.m., and register

Morgasrz

Bldgs Spas Pools

1250 E. Main « Eastland
254-629-0010

RSN RERRNS!

B wiNshGAIN.

Good Drivers Get Discounts Up To 40%.
Call me today and see what your great
driving record can saye you right now.

STATE FARM

&

INSUIANC!

Eddie M. McMillan

State Farm Agent

Cisco. TN 764037

Bus: 254-442-1671
cddic.memlan b3y e st com

-_ ‘ LIKEAGOOD NEIGHBOR., STATE FARM IS THERE.

statefarm.comna
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All Shows: 7:30 p.m. - $4.00
10-A fmission Passes - $35.00

| 5-Admission Gift Pass - $20.00

il Adults Only Balcony Ticket - $5.50
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Monday and Tuesday, For more information,
January 16-17. including class schedules, go

Classes for all campuses to our website,
and programs will begin at www.ranger.cc.tx.us, or call
8:00 a.m., Wednesday, 647-3234.

‘Remember To
Renew Your
Subscription

Commercial ¢ Passport * Portraits * Weddings
35MM - Digital * Video
Located in #Heaven Sent Floral 4 Gifts

™ 937 E. Main Street 254-629-2111
E Eastland ™ 76448 5104 254 629 8389

January 18. Last day to
register is January 26, 2006.

Thursday, January 19, 2006

Christian Country Benefit
Concert To Be Held Saturday

A Christian County Benefit
Concert will be held
reaching out to the victims of
the fires in Cross Plains,
Carbon, and surrounding
areas Saturday, January 21st
4 p.m. at Taylor County
Expo Center Display
Building in Abilene, Texas.

Artists scheduled to
appear: Branded, Clay
Jacobs, David Pendergraft,
Dearl Hardy, Dub Shelton,
Grace Country Trio, Jackie
Cox, Jesus Posse Band,
Justin Todd Herod, Leon
Joplin, Mercy and Grace,
Mike Hammock, Ricky
Russ.

This concert is being
sponsored by a combined
effort of churches, ministries,
and businesses from Abilene,
Brownwood, Carbon, Cross
Plains, Llano, Rising Star
and surrounding areas.

A Silent Auction will be
held with all proceeds going
to the Relief Effort for Local
Victims of recent fires that
have affected our neighbors
and friends.

Chuckwagon Cooking and
refreshments  will be
available. For more
information (254) 643-5502,
(325) 695-5453, (254) 639-
2929.

Never Paint Again!
VINYL SIDING &

WINDOW REPLACEMENT
FREE ESTIMATES « FINANCING AVAILABLE

FARM & HOME BUILDERS

5206 HICKORY - HICO, TEXAS 76457 5104
1-254-796-4507 OT TOLL FREE 1-866-219-1923

FARM
RANCH &
&AME FENCE

Wiih Dozer Service

Satisfaction Guaranteed!
I-E Fence Co.
oVl iy mitdse !

888-FENCE-44

(336-2344)

www.lefence.com

HOOD KING

1308 E. Main
Eastland

MOTOR CO.

254-629-1786

All prices +TT&L

Firsi Monih’s Paymeni On Us

*See dealer for details. Offer good up to $500.00 on selected models. Must finance with Ford Credit.

New 2005 Ford F150 New 2006 Ford F150
Super Cab XLT Reg Cab
V8, Auto, All Power, V6, Tilt, Cruise
Stk. #5T8607 Stk. #6T1702
Lislgltzcs ............... $30,935 LISt Price.....cvsione $21,080
X/ ISCuuvnuninrins -1,235 Ford Rebate............. -2,500
Ford Re"?'“ """"""" -4,000 Ford Bonus Rebate...- 1,000
Dealer DisC..........c..s -3,105 4 L
: $22 595 Dealer Disc...............-1,085
Sale P fice (=< Sale Price S16,495

Ll o8 000 It
i Savines

Receive an additional $1,000 bonus
rebate, must finance with Ford Credit

2004 Ford F150 2004 Ford F350
Super Cab XLT Crew Cab Diesel XLT
4x4, Auto, All Power, 4x4, Auto,

39,000 miles 97.000 Miles

Stk. #6T4722A
Sale Price

Stk. #6T6427A
Sale Price

New 2006
Ford Focus ZX4

Auto, Tilt/Cruise, Power Locks,
Windows, Stk. #6C4519

New 2006

Ford Explorer XLS

V6, All Power, Auto
Stk. #6T0952

LSt PriCe. Gt ntatt $27.175
Only Ford Rebate................ -2,000
Dealer Disc.. ~1,675

$299.00" v

Receive an additional $500 bonus
rebate, must finance with Ford Credit

*Based ib 60 months @ 6.7 . WAC

2003 Ford 250

Crew Cab Diesel

XLT Stk. #5T6017A
Auto, 65,000 Miles

2003 Chevy

Extended Cab

All Power, Auto,
55,000 Miles

Was$2459s. Stk. #5TO769A
Now Only Sale Price
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After-School Snacks Add
Nutrition to Kids' Diets

Because

may be traded away, many
parents use delicious, high-
energy afternoon snacks to
supplement their children's
diets.

The key is to keep it

simple and plan ahead for

those inevitable afternoon
lows.

Finger foods are always a
hit with kids and snacks lend
themselves to casual eating.
A snack mix the kids help stir
up the night before and pour
in paper bags they decorate
themselves is a fun way to
get them involved in smart
snacking.

Make-ahead foods that are
ready when the kids arrive
home are easy on parents,
too. Try spreading a tortilla
with cream cheese, cinna-
mon and raisins, roll up and
cut into bite-sized rolls.
Present the spirals in paper
cupcake holders to add the
element of fun.

To make an edible
"wizard's wand" spread the
top half of a large pretzel rod
or bread stick with peanut
butter, then roll in zante cur-
rants or raisins. Fill graham
crackers with peanut butter
and dried apples for a cracker
sandwich, or thread fruit and

cheese onto kabob skewers.

Here are two simple
snacks that can be made

Fish Serves As
Great Substitute
To. Other Protein’
Sources ‘

To help combat the child
obesity problem that affects
an estimated nine million
American children ages 6 to
19, the American Heart As-
sociation and the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture's
new guidelines encourage
children to eat more lean
meats, such as fish.

The AHA is recommend-
ing children eat fish at least
twice a week for its health
benefits. The USDA also rec-
ommends that children eat
more fish in.the new
"MyPyramid for Kids" - a
supplement for children ages
6 to 11, to the food guide
MyPyramid, released earlier
this year.

In the AHA guidelines,
canned light tuna, salmon
and other fish are cited as
being rich in heart-healthy
omega-3 fatty acids. These
fish are also high in protein
and are low-calorie and low-
fat, when compared to other
protein sources, such as beef.

Chiropractor-
Jimmy L.
Carpenter D.C.

Office Hours Tues. & Sat.:
Tues. - 9:00 a.m. till 12:00
1:30 p.m. till 5:00 p.m.
(After 5:00
by appointment only)
Sat.: 8:00 a.m. till 12:00
Noon

Massage Therapist
Linda Walls
R.MLT.
By Appointment:
Monday thru Saturday

111 W. White in Eastland

254-629-1611
(1 block north of the Courthouse)

children's
lunches may go uneaten or

ahead and are real kid
pleasers. For more ideas
check out
www.sunmaid.com.
Honey Bee Treats

1/2 cup peanut butter

1/2 cup honey

1 cup non-fat dry milk

1 cup Sun-Maid Natural
Raisins

Blend all ingredients, mix
well. Shape into a log and
slice treats.

Store in airtight container.

Everything But The
Kitchen Sink Mix

1/2 cup candy coated
chocolate pieces

1 cup Sun-Maid Natural
Raisins, or Golden Raisins

1 cup dry roasted peanuts

1 cup oat cereal rounds or
low-fat popcorn

1 cup miniature marsh-
mallows

In large self-sealing plas-
tic bag, place first three in-
gredients. Seal bag and gen-
tly rotate mix together. Pour
in cereal or popcorn and
marshmallows. Makes 5
cups, 8 to 10 servings.

Kids can easily »elp cre-
ate a nutritious afte -school
snack that's fun to ea..

Se Habla
Espanol

203 S Daugherty
Eastland, Texas 76448

Friendly Dr. Wilsonw and hiy staff are
welcoming quality patienty for quality care

Accepting new patients, most insurances, and credit cards!

Payment Plans Negotiable ,, A, ailable
Go With The Best
*x % TRI-STAR % %

HOME CARE
Gives Quality Care

zhugh H Wilson Jr. MD |

Thursday, January 19, 2006

AREA MEDICAL DIRECTORY
‘Cisco Medical Clinic

Now accepting new patients

We have a friendly, local staff ready to
serve the medical needs of Cisco and the
surrounding communities.

Gentle Family |

DENTIST

e Child and adult medicine

e Employment, school, camp
and athletic physicals

e Teras Health Steps

e Immunizations

e Minor emergencies

e In-house lab collection

e Same day appointments

e Medicare, Medicaid and
most insurance accepted

e [Jalk-ins welcome

James L. Slayton, Jr. DO

Board certified in Internal Medicine

Charles Stephenson, PA

Conveniently located at
1619 Highway 206, Cisco Texas

Accepting New Patients
Joe K.Reed, DDS

Over 30 years experience
In Baird Accepts

MEDICAID

& Most Dental Insurance
1-866-854-1173 @ 325-854-1173

ACNE TREATMENT

New: Oxygen Botanical Skin Care

5. 104

\ 254-442-1441 5-104 J
Cindy Wheat Koenig
Flu Clinic Jan. 20 Remember to Renew ; : . -
Tri-Star Home Care will  Your Subscription To || €15¢0 Family Chiropractic Care
hold a Flu Clinic Friday, The Newspaper 254-442-4878

January 20th at the Cisco
Church of Christ from 11
a.m. to 1 p.m. Medicare Part
B accepted with your Medi-
care card. The cost to those
not covered by Medicare will
be $15.00.

CHIROPRACTIC.

FOR BETTER HEALTH
STEPHEN G. BARRY D.C. CHIROPRACTOR

LIVE v LEARN axo PASS IT ON|

Our lives begin to end the day we become silent about things that matter .
--Martin Luther King, Jr.

Good health improves your quality of life. Millions have found chiropractic care to be
the treatment of choice for their headaches, back pain, or injuries following automobile,
athletic or work related accidents. To schedule an appointment call 629-1771.

Office hours: Monday - Friday 8-12; 2-6
(Closed Thursday afternoon)

Medicare, Auto/Health Insurance, Work Comp. Accepted

~BARRY CHIROPRACTIC CLINIC

961 E. Main ¥’Eastland,TX ¥ 254-629-1771

Did You Know?

# 1 Bath

% Home Health Care
% Primary Care
*x C.B.A.

Eastland Memorial Hospital physicians
provide local excellence in surgical

Cisco, TX 76437
Telephone (254) 442-4996

Avi T. Deshmukh, M.D., F.A.C.S.

care, utilizing the most advanced
techniques in:

Board Certified in Urology O CataraCt treatment
Frank V. Terrell, M.D. (phaco-emulsification)
Da-Thuy Van, D.O. o Endoscopy
General Ophthalmology & Ophthalmic Surgery 0 General Surgery
Eastland Memorial Hospital o Laparoscopy
For Appointment call 1
o Orthopedics
(254) 629-2601 -
- o Otolaryngology
Girling Health Care o Podiatry (comprehensive
Employee Of The Year foot care)
E o Urology

Donnie Dillard, LVN
Girling Health Care Center
254-629-1268

EASTLAND
MEMORIAL HOSPITAL

“People You Know Caring for People You Love”
(254) 629-2601

www.eastlandmemorial.com
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= DeGroote embodies the im-
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What One Group Is Doing
To Curtail Child Abuse

Wearing Do-rags and Leather and Taking a
Nonviolent Approach, Bikers ‘Adopt’ Little
Buddies to Fight Child Abuse

By Alyson Ward
Staff Writer
Reprinted from
Star-Telegram
. It's barely past noon on a
-sunny November Saturday,
“but already there's a surly-
looking pack of motorcycles
parked outside Hot Rods and
' Hoggs in Arlington. And in-
=side the biker bar is swarm-
-ing with the men and women
“who ride them.
.- There are at least 30 of
~these folks. They have boots
“and tattoos, leather vests and
- don’t-mess-with-me expres-
' sions. On those vests are
,thexr nicknames, stitched
. boldly on the back: Panther.
Nasty.Gambler. If the club’s
"‘bartenders were on duty--
"and if sunlight weren't
+streaming through the win-
—«dows--thls would look like
b ' the beginning of a great Fri-
* day-night party.
| Butthe tough-looking, do-
‘rag wearing bikers are here
_on business. On their vests
! are pins and patches that say
' “Keepers of the Children”
i and “No Child Should Live
. in Fear.” And they’re on their
--way to meet and “adopt” an
- 8-year-old boy who saw his
i-little brother being molested.
. “I brought this vest, I
. brought his certificate, I
: brought him a bear,” a guy
.-known as Axe-Man tells the
“ragtag crowd, holding up a
““teddy bear.
.. The bikers get directions.
:They talk through their
}'plans Then they head for

i“their motarcycle&ﬁcuneomr'

_yells, “Lét’s go make a life”
better!” And with an
-earthshaking roar, a parade
-of Yamahas, Hondas and
Harleys rumbles onto the
‘highway.
Revved up to do good
The leather-clad crowd is
‘a group called Bikers
Agamsl Child Abuse.
:Known as BACA for short,
the national group was
“ started 10 years ago by a so-
& cial worker with a motor-
:cycle and a plan. John Paul
:Lilly--known as “Chief”
< among those on two wheels-
;-led a group of biker friends
m Provo, Utah to stage an
- “adoption” ceremony in
11995 for an 8- -year-old vic-
ﬁ tim of abuse. The point? To
= make the kid feel empow-
& ered, knowing he had a fam-
:"‘ ﬂy of burly, brave bikers who
= would drop everything to
= befnend and protect him.
,:; A decade later, BACA has
= more than 60 active chapters
= spread across 22 states.
Nmeteen of those chapters
i are in Texas, with more than
= 300 members volunteering
= their time from the Pan-
i handle to the Gulf Coast.
They are attorneys, teachers,
= truck drivers and real estate
' agents most of the time. But
= they’ll devote days, nights
- and weekends to making
: young victims of abuse feel
= safe and loved. Axe-Man, the
= Fort Worth chapter president,
S}_';- is Axel DeGroote, a tall man
i= with a scraggly red beard, a
== Vulcan Classic and a career
iS as a computer programmer.
i~ He doesn’t look like a com-
.= puter programmer. When
== he’s wearing his leather vest,
with his hair gathered into a
ponytail, he looks more like
somebody you might avoid
at a 7-Eleven. But with his
earnestness,

«11:\1111?1-«-.1111;111;13) ,myrn"'i KENM KIAERAR LR Xs XA LR

- age that BACA hopes to
present: the tough guy with
the heart of gold.

“We may look like a rough

st
TPEN

bunch, but the kids see be-
neath our exterior--they see
where our heart is,” he says.

The bikers work with ad-
vocacy agencies to find kids
who have been abused. With
the parents’ permission,
they'll “adopt” a kid in a
loud, proud ceremony, then
follow up with friendship and
protection as long as it's
needed. They're tender with
children, intimidating to
those who abuse. They’ll sit
in court with their leather
vests on and lend confidence
to kids who have to testify.
They’'ll talk and play with
their adoptees, offering a
sympathetic ear or a trip to
the skating rink. And if a
child is threatened or pursued
by an abuser, the members of
BACA will go as far as sur-
rounding the child’s house to
guard it 24/7, sleeping in
shifts and escorting the child
to school.

In Fort Worth, the biker
group is now working to in-
crease awareness and ratchet
up its profile with a billboard
on Interstate 35. Just east of
downtown, the billboard
gives northbound drivers a
look at the BACA logo--a
clenched fist with
“B.A.C.A.” scrawled on the
knuckles--and the
organization’s national Web
site, www.bacausa.com.
New chapters are developing
in Denton and Waxachachie,
and BACA hopes to recruit
new members in those areas.

roup has spread all over
the ﬁIE

has kicked up some contro-
versy here and there, mostly
in its home state of Utah. In
2003, a Utah judge ordered
BACA members to leave
their jackets and logos out-
side when they attended a
child sex-abuse trial, saying
the logos might distract or
unfairly influence the jury.
The order came after the
defendant’s attorney accused
the group of harassing and
threatening his client outside
the courtroom, news reports
said.

And last year, a group of
BACA members from Utah
were removed from a Fron-
tier Airlines flight in Denver
when they tried to stop a
couple from disciplining a 2-
year old who got fussy when
takeoff was delayed.

DeGroote says the group is
diligently nonviolent, more
interested in helping kids
than in punishing their abus-
ers.

“We don’t even care about
the perpetrator,” he says.
“We're strictly child-fo-
cused.”

BACA’s mission state-
ment reflects the slightly
contradictory policy of in-
timidation without violence:
“We do not condone the use
of violence or physical force
in any manner,” it says.
“However, if circumstances
arise such that we are the
only obstacle preventing a
child from further abuse, we
stand ready to be that ob-
stacle.”

Dan Leal remembers a
time when BACA became a
obstacle.

Leal is the executive direc-
tor of the Children’s Advo-
cacy Center for Denton
County, which refers 75 to 80
kids to BACA each year. He
remembers an accused

tropiex “sitice F990, HAHHEMINTNGUIJ EREWHS
when Dan “Danno” Hunt of =Victim's bus hoiiie from °befriended his daughter, Day

Grant Prairie formed the
state’s first chapter with a
friend and a stack of recruit-
ing flyers.

“We struggled quite a bit,”
Hunt says. He and his friend
went to courthouses, advo-
cacy groups and district
attorney’s offices all over the
state, but everyone was “‘very
skeptical.”

“Their thought was--’Bik-
ers? They’re probably abus-
ing children,” “Hunt says,
“until we kind of proved our-
selves, proving we do what
we say we do.”

That means staying in
touch with local law enforce-
ment. Traveling in pairs or
groups so that no member is
ever alone with a child. Run-
ning background checks on
members and guests to elimi-
nate anyone who has been
convicted of a violent or abu-
sive crime against a child.

When it started, Hunt says,
BACA was composed almost
entirely of adults who had
experienced or witnessed
child abuse. As the group’s
profile has grown, people
have gotten involved for all
sorts of reasons. But he esti-
mates that in Texas, 60 to 70
percent of BACA members
know firsthand about the
pain of abuse.

With that firsthand knowl-
edge comes a lot of anger.
After an adoption, BACA
members leave the child’s
house and meet up some-
where else to talk about what
happened. Every time.

“It's a way for our mem-
bers to unwind,” says
DeGroote. “Some of them
are very emotional about
this, and we want them to
deal with it then” instead of
later, or on their own.

Obstacle to abuse

Nationwide, some people
have characterized BACA as
a group of vigilantes too ea-
ger to take the law into their
own hands. And the group

school every day, waving at
the child to intimidate him,
“to let [the child] know he
was still around.”

Then BACA got involved.

“One day, that perpetrator
was following that child
home with the school bus,”
Leal says, “and all of a sud-
den [he] heard the roar of
motorcycles in the back-
ground.” BACA members
pulled up next to his truck.
Then they swarmed around
him to block his access to the
school bus. The next after-
noon, when the guy came
back, sodid BACA. It didn’t
take long before he “got the
message and backed off,”
Leal says.

The bikers never got vio-
lent, but they sent a clear
message: They weren’t going
to let anything happen to that
child.

It's that feeling of safety
that abused children need
first, Leal says--especially if
the person who abused them
might be lurking nearby.

“Our Kids are pretty afraid
in general of the perpetrator,”
Leal says, “‘especially if the
perpetrator is trying to con-
tact the child or the family.
This is the perfect situation
for BACA.”

Abusers often rely on in-
timidation, he says. And un-
like a child, a group of
brawny bikers can be just as
intimidating in return. Which
means the kids they're pro-
tecting can begin to live their
lives again. “It's amazing,”
Leal says. “These kids take
on these road names when
they're adopted. They feel
like they belong.”

Talking through anger

Bob Day (real name with-
held to protect the privacy of
his child) plans to join the
Bikers Against Child Abuse
as soon as he can, It's more

than just belonging; the
Carro! dud says he wants
to gi nething buck w a

group that saved his family.

A couple of years ago, Day
had never heard of BACA,
and he didn’t even ride a mo-
torcycle. But when his 8-
year-old daughter was mo-
lested (by a neighbor, Day
says), someone at the Child
Advocacy Center of Denton
County suggested that
BACA might be able to help
her. Soon after, about 25 mo-
torcycles roared up to the
family’s Carrollton home on
a Saturday afternoon. The
girl got a vest, a bear and a
rough-looking group of new
friends.

At the time, the family was
under such strain “we were
literally falling apart,” Day
says. In the face of a family
crisis, a bunch of bikers
showing up on the front lawn
might seem like holding up
an umbrella in a flood. But
the adoption ceremony--and
the friendship BACA offered
afterward--made all the dif-
ference in the world for his
daughter, Day says.

“Up to that point, she
didn’t hardly sleep,” Days
says. “Once BACA came,
immediately she slept
through the night from that
point forward...She knew
that all we had to do was
make a phone call, and they
would be there to protect
her.”

Day, meanwhile, was hav-
ing trouble controlling his
own anger. He wanted to
hurt the person who had hurt
his daughter.

“I lived in fear that I was
going to do something,” he
says. “But after I spoke to
[BACA members], I knew I
had an out, even if I had to
call 15 of them to come and
rope me up. They would talk
me through it, sit with me
through it, whatever it took.”

“Two women from BACA
'now " Axe-Man tellsthe 8‘

says. Every few weeks,
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they’d come by to take her
to dinner. And they were al-
ways available to talk on the
phone.

“My daughter would talk to
them for hours at a time,”
Day says. “And if it took four
hours of conversation on a
Tuesday night, they would
give her four hours.”

Sometimes, he says, his
daughter wanted to talk about
abuse. But “if she felt like

talking about paper flowers
she’d cut out,” he says,
“they’d sit there and listen
and tell her how great that

as.” More than two years
later, Day’s daughter still
keeps her BACA teddy bear
on her dresser. Her vest is a
prized possession. A couple
of weeks ago, she and her
parents went to the BACA
Christmas party and cel-
ebrated with other biker-
adopted families. When Day
does join BACA, his daugh-
ter wants to ride along and
take part in adoptions.

“It”’s part of my daughter’s
healing that she would like to
getinvolved as well,” he says.

Becoming a biker

On that sunny November
Saturday, as the bikers pull
off the highway and pull into
an Arlington apartment com-
plex, the rumble can un-
doubtedly be heard- and felt-
-by all the neighbors. And
just as the noise dies down,
out comes a little kid in a
black T-shirt and khaki pants-
-this Saturday’s BACA adop-
tee. He grins at them a little
nervously.

BACA members cover his
head with a do-rag and pre-
sents him with a certificate.

“It"Says you’ refone of uee

“Now, guys, | just intro-
duced him as a biker. Buthe’s
missing something. He's out
of uniform,” Axe yells. He
pulls out a leather vest and
holds it up. It has the kid’s
new road name on the back.
A round of cheers goes up
from the crowd.

Next, they give the kid a
bear wearing a T-shirt. First,
though, they pass it around.
Every member gives the bear
a squeeze. Then they begin to
present little pins for the kid’s
vest.

Axe-Man gives him a
battle-ax pin. “The battle-ax,
in the old days, was a sym-
bol for courage in battle,” he
tells him as he pins it on.

“Rain, shine, sleet or snow,
we're going to come,” he tells
the kid and gives him a hug.

Soon the boy’s vest is cov-
ered with pins, and that
means it’s time for aride. He
can ride along on any motor-
cycle he wants--he just has to
pick one he likes best.

He heads straight for a
Harley-Davidson Softail
Custom, maroon with silver
on the sides. It belongs to a
Fort Worth biker call d
Jester.

Someone hands the adop-
tee a helmet, and he hops on,
hanging on tightly to the
man’s black T-shirt and
leather vest. With a deafen-
ing rumble, Jester and a
handful of others speed out
of the parking lot for a ride
around the neighborhood.

A few minutes later, they’re
back, and the 8-year-old is
laughing as they pull into the
park_mg lot. For a brief mo-
ment,-ﬁ‘s fears a?é a mllhon

year-old. “You’re a biker.”

Bl

to 5:00 p.m.

Charlie Humpbhries, store owner of Charlie's
=S| Woodshop, spends most of his days building
custom wood projects for his customers. Wood |
4| crafts include outdoor furniture, desks, children’s I
furniture, bookcases, shelfs, etc. If you are look-

4| ing for other items; some antiques can be found
| as well as a large selection of refurbished old
1| tools. Charlie's wood shop is open Monday,
i Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday from 8:00 a.m.

Charlie’s Woodshop
1306 C.H. Cisco, TX 254-631-3807

x5, Expericnce the timeless fascination
Q of a journey into the past.

" miles away.

Stores

—

N
The Man'’s Store |

Antiques and Collectibles

Furniture, Porcelain, Gold and
Silver Jewelry, Cast Iron, Glass,
and Other Fine Collectibles.
616 Conrad Hilton Ave.
Cisco, TX 76437
254-442-2209 o

\

Mon - Sat 10:00 to S:OOJJ

Charlie’s
Woodshop

# Antiques and

Wood works & |

‘ 1306 Conrad Hilton Ave. {fi
Cisco Texas
254-631-3807

8 Aunt Jane’s &
. Antiques, F urniture,‘
Toys, Glassware, Jewelry
' 604 Conrad Hilton '
Cisco, Tx
' 254-442-1637
' Thur. Fri. Sat. 10-5

i

&

i
3 i

To Be placed into the Gifts & Antique Section
contact Gary Grady at 254-629-1707

Eastland / Callahan County Newspapers |
215 South Sean:an

Qh-----------i=======iﬁ7

Be Apart of
Eastland County’s
Antique Section

Contact

Gary Grady
At 254-629-1707
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VEFW Post #4136 Donates

Water To Fire Departments

The VFW Post #4136, women.
Eastland, TX, donated ten Although we can’t help
cases of bottled water toeach  everyone who sent support to
of the Fire Departments in our county, we send our
Eastland County. heartfelt thanks and gratitude
We want to express our to everyone who assisted in
sincere appreciation to each this effort.
of these dedicated men and

e W
Scott Brinkley, Eastland Fire Dept. and Larry Monroe, VFW
member.

"'Gene Foster, Gorman Fire Chief and Larry Monroe VFW
member.

Thursday, January 19, 2000 &

Ronnle Jones, Larry Monme VFW & DAV Ch. 41 members
and Olden Fireman Dwayne Hunter.

Larry Monroe and 'Ierry Denson, acceptlng watcr for the
Desdemona Fire Department.

VVVVVV
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Larry Monroe and Don Gllh Rising Star Police officer.

" Terry Taylor, George Pierce, VFW Commander, Cisco Fire-

man Curtis Stovall and Larry Monroe, VFW member.

LLSUP
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FRENCH ONION OR GREEN CHILI

puary 15, 72006 thru January 28, 2006

PLAINS DIPS

REGULAR $l .99 EACH OR

FOR
12 OZ TUB

POTATO WEDGES

REGULAR 99¢

MUNCHERS

REGULAR $1.29

CISCO, EASTLAND,
RANGER, BAIRD

ASSORTED FLAVORS

ALLSUP'S ICE CREAM

ASSORTED FLAVORS

DORITOS

9¢

B 2o one 01,99
sisorcome . *1.99
&3202TALSUP *1.99
as2ozTAlsUP 2,09
ssozmause . *2,69
asror s *2.,59
as2oz.ausvr o ‘2,49
§ 3207 TAUSP '2.59
Rl o s 2,39

como 2 BEEF & BEAN BURRITOS
\ &3207, TALISUR- " . - . $2.59 /

DIET COKE, SPRITE OR

COKE

3 LITER BTL. OR 6 PACKS

FOLGERS

COLOMBIAN
COFFEE

11.5 OZ.

5399

BLUE BUNNY CHAMP CONES CARAMEL OR VANILLA

$109 .. " 'BUY ONE GET ONE FREE
ALLSUP’S COFFEE OR CAPPUCCINO

16'OZ. OR 20 OF; .+ .. L. et & o {° 1
ALLSUP’S SANDWICH BREAD

24 OZ. / 79¢ EACH OR . 2e0r> 1%

ALLSUP’S WHEAT BREAD
24,07 74894 EACH ORESH v . 2FOR5129

MALT-O-MEAL ASSORTED CEREALS
12.8-17.5 OZ. / REG. $2.79 . BUY ONE GET ONE FREE

SNACK STOP CANDIES ASST. FLAVORS
59¢ EACH OR . 2FORs] 0o

ALLSUP’S WATER
.5 LITER BTL. / CASE 5399

KLEENEX
200 CT. / REG. $2.59 5199

SO-DRI PAPER TOWEL SINGLE ROLL
REG. 75¢ / 59¢ EACH OR 2FORS 1 o9
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Super Notes

By David K. Perry
Gorman ISD Superintendent

Last Monday evening we
had an appreciation dinner
for the school board at ZJ's
Steak House where each
board member was presented
with a framed certificate of
appreciation for their hard
work and dedication to the
children of the Gorman In-
dependent School District.
The dinner was followed by
our regularly scheduled
board meeting. The meeting
was opened with a prayer and
the Pledge of Allegiance.
Then the regular consent
agenda items were approved
by a vote of 7-0 before hear-
ing a presentation and pro-
posal from Bob Powell of the
Athletic Booster Club con-
cerning the creation of a Wall
of Honor inside Brogdon
Field. The proposal was ap-
proved by a vote of 7-0. De-
tails of this project will be
published in this article as
soon as everything is sorted
out. The board was then pre-
sented with the results of
Gorman ISD’s annual audit
by Burl Lowery, CPA for the
fiscal year ending August 31,
2005. The board approved
the audit by a vote of 7-0.
The district received a clean
audit and was found to be in
compliance in every area.
After Superintendent Perry
reported some items of infor-
mation to the board, the
board excused him while
they performed his yearly
evaluation. When Superin-
tendent Perry returned, he
was presented with his evalu-
ation. Superintendent:Perry
thanked the board fer their
favorable evaluation and then
they discussed goals for the
next twelve month period.
The goals that were set are
as follows: Identify and pri-
oritize facility needs and
gather information for fund-
ing to meet these priorities;
to develop better academic,
vocational, and technology
programming and integrate
all to raise test scores; and to
continue to work on improv-
ing staff morale and promot-
ing positive school unity.
The board then voted 7-0 to
extend Superintendent
Perry,s contract another year.
The board then adjourned.

You may be interested in
the following events: Thurs-
day - 1/19 -Eastland Stock
Show and JH Basketball -
Here @ 5:00 v. Baird; Friday
- 1/20 - Eastland Stock Show
and HS Basketball - Here @
4:00 v. Zephyr; Saturday -
1/21 © Power-lifting @
Clyde; Monday - 1/23 JH

Basketball @ Eula @ 5:00;
and Tuesday - 1/24 - HS Bas-
ketball @ Albany @ 4:00.

Thirty-one elementary and
junior high students recently
participated in a Math-a-
Thon, raising funds to ben-
efit St. Jude Children’s Re-
search Hospital. The stu-
dents had to solicit pledges,
complete a workbook of up
to 250 math problems, and
then collect their donations.
This was all done outside of
class. These students raised
a total of $1,855.84 for this
very worthy cause, and they
are to be commended for
their dedication and hard
work. All participating stu-
dents will receive a certifi-
cate, while many raised
enough money to collect
prizes of t-shirts, gym bags,
and free tickets to Six Flags.
Our top award winner, rais-
ing the most money, was first
grader Kayce Dodd. Kayce
raised a total of $165, and
will receive the grand prize,
which is an MP3 player.
Congratulations Kayce (pic-
tured below) and hats off to
all of these fine students who
gave of their own time to help
others in need!

We-did not get to complete
our elementary and junior
high U.LL. Academic com-
petition during the first se-
mester as planned due to bad
weather. Last week we fin-
ished up. I will leave it to
those in charge to publicize
the final individual accom-
plishments, but I'll tell you
ahﬂll-ﬁm-l ‘Ehayjunior
high and the elementasy both
came in third. Our junior
high missed second by only
2/100th of a point to Ranger
who hosted the contest this

Kayce Dodd

year. I have great expecta-
tions of these students in the
future and challenge them
work even harder next year
and the win the contest. All
of these students are already
winners as individuals for the
effort they’ve put forth this
year! Congratulations!

Saturday, Gorman ISD
hosted their 4th Annual
Power-lifting Meet in the
Gymnasium. There were 10
school competing. It was my
first power-lifting meet and
I was very impressed. It was
fun to be a part of it and I
appreciate Coach Gerick for
asking me to participate. : I
won,t talk about the results
here because they will be
submitting ‘that information
in another article. T do want
to thank all of the school per-
sonnel and booster club
members that helped make
the meet a success.

If I missed any event that
you would like to have seen
covered, please let me know.
It takes community involve-
ment for a school to be suc-
cessful and you are welcome
to get involved at Gorman

Jr2a800
fgf”éﬁfﬁﬂ gaicpde
this is your school; these are
your children; and these chil-
dren are your future! Come

help us shape the future.

Blood Drive Scheduled In
Cross Plains January 24

First Baptist Church of
Cross Plains will host acom-
munity blood drive on Tues-
day, January 24. The Meek
Blood Center bloodmobile
will be at the church from
1:00 p.m. until 6:00 p.m.

“The blood supply is of-
ten low in the winter months,
especially in January. At this
time, Meek Blood Center is
in need of all types of blood,
especially O positive,” said
Frances Baker, donor re-
cruiter. “There are many pa-
tients whose health depends
on donated blood. This in-
cludes cancer patients under-

going chemotherapy treat-
ment, premature babies, sur-
gical patients, new mothers
following ‘childbirth, acci-
dent or trauma victims, and
patients with blood disease,”
Bakericontinued.

Each donor will receive a
long-sleeve black T-shirt abd
a free total cholesterol test.
Cholesterol results are avail-
able three days after the
blood drive. Those who have
questions regarding blood
donation may call Meek
Blood Center at 325-670-
2798.

Leon River Cowboy Church®

“Just Good Folks Trying To Live For The Lord -

Rock”

9:30 a.m. Coffee/Donuts
9:45 Adult & Youth Bible Study
11:00 a.m. Worship

Pastor Paul Howie
254-631-3661

Texas Cattle Exchange
New Series:
“Becoming An Immovable

5-104

Arson Suspected
In Several Fires

The following information
is from Senior Trooper
Sparky Dean, Texas Highway
Patrol - Safety Education,
Abilene, Tex.

“Arson is suspected in sev-
eral wildfires in and around
Taylor County. Fire investiga-
tors are following up leads
found at the scene. of the
crimes.

“Up to $2,000 reward is of-
fered by the Texas Forest Ser-
vice for information leading
to the arrest and Grand Jury
indictment of person or per-
sons responsible for arson.
Anyone with information re-
garding a suspected arsonist
should call 911 or call the
Arson Hotline: 1-800-364 -
3470 and speak with an in-
vestigator.”

Olden Musical
January 20th

Friday, Jan. 20th the Olden
Community Center will hold
their regular musical with the
kitchen opening at 5 p.m. and
the music beginning at 6 p.m.
For just the price of the meal,
you can enjoy an evening of
good country, gospel, and
blue-grass favorites by local
talent and special guests who
drop by sometimes. For an
evening of good food, great
music, and fellowship with
your friends and neighbors,
just come to Olden Commu-
nity Center and enjoy the fine
country atmosphere. They
will have a donation can for
monetary collection for the
Eastland County fire victims
that need our help. So, please
come to Olden on Jan. 20 for
un Bvening of great food,

el XS

friends, and entertainmént.”

% 24'X30'X 10'Gage

Value+ Kit $5,695

% 40'X50'X 14'B m
Value+ Kit $7,;95

(Includes 2-framed openings)
Value+ Kit $8,995

Thursday, January 19, 2006

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
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Across

1. Forrest _, starming Tom Hanks.

5. Revolutions per minute.

8. Loch _, a lake known for its monster sightings.
12. Continent bound by Europe and the Arctic,
Pacific and Indian Oceans.

13. Pudding of strained split peas mixed with
egg.

15. _ Preminger, motion picture director.

16. Antonym of borrow.

17. A Thousand _, a novel by Jane Smiley.

18. Ngo Dinh _, former president of South
Vietnam.

19. Members of an Algonquian people living
north of the St. Lawrence River.

22. To be under obligation to pay.

23. 27th amendment proposed to the
Constitution.

24, _ and the Detective, Disney remake of the
1931 German movie.

26. To cut in half.

29, Kind of worsted cloth.

31. Antonym of daughter.

32. _ of Evil, horror flick starring Joe
Dallesandro.

34, Loose outer garments wom by citizens of
ancient Rome.

36. Liberal _, academic disciplines that provide
in formation of general cultural concern.

38, Rich tapestry.

40. Capital of Alpes-Maritimes in southeastern
France.

41, lalian coins equal to 100 centesimi.

43, Republic in southwestern Asia at the eastern
end of the Mediterrancan.

45, Indefinely long period of time.

46. Glass bottle for serving wine at the table.
48, Importance attached to something.

50. Voyage.

51. The _ Man, Jack Haley in The Wizard of Oz.
52. To choose or select.

54. Solid figures having 10 faces.

61. Loud, prolonged ringing of bells.

63. _ Madness, starring Hanna Schygulla.

64, Dish of many ingredients,

65. Until.

66. Throws with great strength.

67. Rhythmic cadence.

68, Manner of walking.

69. Place where athletes work out.

70. Antonym of win.

Down

1. Festive occasion.

2. Put into service.

3. Anything of small size.

4. Chaplains in the military.

5. Abbreviation for received.

6. Combining form meaning “guard against.™
7. Abbreviation for milliseconds.

8. Land east of Eden where Cain went to dwell.
9. Causes or origins of diseases.

10. To fret.

11. Unspecified number of amounts.

13. Greek goddess of healing.

14, Serpentine ridge formed by streams under
glacial ice.

20. Metal-bearing minerals often mined for profit.
21. Former past tense of smite.

25. Image.

26. Containing boron.

27. Occuming within state boundaries.

28. Brief and pithy.

29. Russian emperors.

30. Com tortillas folded over fillings such as
ground meat.,

31. _ Mineo, co-starred in Exodus.

33. Not wet.

35. Abbreviation for senator.

37. _ Gilbert, Darlene Conner on Roseanne.
39. Brooding hens.

42, Past tense of say.

44, Extremely dry.

47. Muscular and fatty tissue.

49. To enlist in college.

52. Mr. Holland's _, starring Richard Dreyfuss.
53. Abbreviation for Pentecost.

55. Short, dull, explosive sound.

56. Ethereal.

57. To steer.

58. Specialty act performed downstage while the
upstage act is changed.

59. Acronym for National Integrated Lands
System.

60. Drunkards.

62. To cut off branches from a tree.

This puzzle sponsored by
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P ‘0. Box 877 Eastland TX 76448

Value+ Kit $3,5:
% 30' X 40' X 12 Big Workshop
Value+ Kit 5

% 30°X 50' X 12' Small Barn

% 40' X 60' X 15' Big Bam XL-

All-New Value+ £
Building Kits Now Available! )

» 100% bolt t frame!
No cutting. No welding needed!
* 20/90 mph frame loa

Introducing:

« The building shown above

includes the following options
ﬁ.ot included in base price):

* 26 gauge galvalume utility roof t. Stone trim; roll-up door;
sheetsmm 5-year limited waranty  and walk-in door.
auge utility wall sheets N other otk el
ab e in white, tan, It. stone, 1Ny 0ther options aiso avaiiadie.
orh gray with S-year imited paint Financifzrackpge and -
waranty economical on-site
: Baﬁf“"‘ package inwhiteor  fork- it delivery available.
ume

* [ncludes 1- large framed opening,
and erection drawings

T

i,

UELLER,

Metal Buildings, Huoﬂnu and Components

INC.

1913 Hutchins » Ballinger, TX
325-365-3555

or 1-877-2Mueller (twl free)
7:30am-5:00pm Mon.—fri. » 7:30am—Noon Saturday

naAaLs

-

*Prices sublect to change without notice. Please check local buikding codes before ordering your Mueller buiding kit
Call for a FREE Catalog or visit our web site at www.muellerinc.com
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Lucilla Bell

Lucilla Bell, 77, of Clyde,_
died Monday, January 10 at
her home.

Services were at 2 p.m.
Friday, January 13 at the
Bailey Funeral Chapel with
Bro. Billy Sellers officiating.
Burial followed in the Clyde
Cemetery, under the diréc-
tion of Bailey Funeral Home.

Mrs. Bell was born Octo-
ber Iy 1928 in
Throckmorton, Texas to
Ether Witt and Margaret Ann
Jackson. She grew up and
attended  school in
Throckmorton. She married
Marvin James Bell on July
21, 1947 in Haskell. They
moved to Clyde from
Abilene in 1986. She was a

homemaker and a member cf
Southside Baptist Church.
Survivors include her hus
band, Marvin of Clyde; one
daughter Blenda Gillett of
Abilene; one son, James Bell
of Tow; six grandchildren,
Jimmy Turnbow, Cathy
- Gillett, Robert Gillett, Debra
Lingo, Phillip Bell and
Michael Bell; seventeen
great-grandchildren, .
Angelique, Donovan and
Ethan Gillett; Sarah, Emily,
Katie Mary, Grace and
Allison Turnbow; Ashley and
Amy Brown and Shawn and
Clayton Lingo; two great-
great granchildren, Austin
and Breanna Brown and sev-
eral nieces and nephews.

Linda Janet (Dodie) Hughes

BAIRD-Linda Janet
(Dodie) Hughes, 62, passed
away January 7, 2006 at
Methodist Hospital in San
Antonio, TX.

Linda was born November
7, 1943 in Baird to Mike and
the late Stella Hughes.

She is survived by sisters
Jean Taylor and Mickey (Mrs.
Donald Ivey of Carbon, TX),
and brother James (Rusty)
Hughes of San Antonio, TX.
She is also survived by nu-
merous nieces and nephews.

She attended school in
Rankin, TX. She was a mem-
ber of the First Baptist
Church in Putnam, TX., and
Putnam Womens Study Club.
For the past several years
Linda had resided at San

Pedro Manor and Northgate
Health and Rehab in San An-
tonio, TX where whe was an
avid bingo player. Linda was
very involved in Bible stud-
ies and had served as Presi-
dent of the Resident Coun-
cil.

The family would like to
extend a special thank you
to the staff at San Pedro
Manor, Northgate Health
and Rehab and the wonder-
ful MICU Staff at Method-
ist Hospital in San Antonio.
Services were held Monday,
January 9, 2006 at 2:00 p.m.,
at Parker Funeral Home
Chapel in Baird, TX. The
Rev. Sandra Keith will offi-
ciate with burial to follow in
the Moran Cemetery.

CHRISTMAS VILLAGE HAS SUCCESSFUL YEAR

Once again the Annual
Christmas Village in Baird
was a huge success w1th
apprlox1mu?ltel¥hr

eople walking throu
E’Vlrllater Won erlaﬁfﬁﬂ.
* the beautiful scenery and
man?r lights and animated
displays. We had people
v151t1ng the vilage from 5
different states, . foreign
country, almost every town
in the Big Country and
other towns throughout the
state.

The village would not be
possible without the help
of all the people who
helped Eut it all together
with -either time, talent or
monetary donations. It
takes a lot of time to put it
all together but it is worth
it to see the smiles of the
faces of the many children
and even the adults. Christ-
mas is such a wonderful
time of the year and it is
such a joy to put a little
happiness into others’

‘andL

lives. Many wonderful
comments were made
about the village and it’s
fosmve impact on Baird.
\be impossible tp
-name-everyone who
helped with the village
and some would like to re-
main anonymous but we
would like to thank the
followmg % eople:
Keri avis, Sue
Sweeney, Santa, Emma
an Brigham, The
of Baird, Titan Steel,
Balrd High School Ag.
Dept. and Danny Vestal,
Balrd High School Art

Deot. and Jerri Wilson,
Jeff Burleson, L New-
ton, First National Bank of

Baird, Everett Barron,
Tommy holland, Cowboy
Country Gallery, Plaza
Comer Antiquaries, Shane
Deel. " We would like to
thank e\leryone who had a

part in any way by help-
mg the Cﬁqstmas Light-

ing Committee. You Were

Robert Melroy (Roj})
Higgins, 93, of Baird, Texas
died January 15, 2006 at

Hendricks Medical Center.

Funeral services were held
at 10 a.m. Tuesday, January
17, 2006 at the First Baptist
Church of Baird with Rev.
Truman Johnson and Rev.
Ollie Wilburn officiating.
Burial followed at Ross
Cemetery annex directed by

Parker Funeral Home.

Roy was born May 27,
1912 in Admiral, Texas. He
was the son of Joseph Henry
Ward Higgins and Dulcie
He

BAIRD HIGH

Robinson Higgins.

et

mairied Lela Maé Chatham
on January 20, 1934 in
Baird.

He is preceded in death by
his wife, Lela Mae; son,

Johnny Varnell Higgins; one

grandchild, Robyn Michelle
Skinner; and one great-
grandchild, Jim Tucker
Fleming.

Roy was a lifetime farmer,
rancher, and dairyman in
Callahan County. He had a
great love for this
community. He served for
many years on the Baird
School Board and also as a
deacon at the Admiral

SCHOOL

TO SENIORS:

We are working on a se-
nior video for Project Gradu-
ation. Each senior can turn
in 10 pictures of themselves
from the time they wer'e
born to present time. You can
have brothers, sisters, par-
ents, family members,
friends, etc, in this group of
photos. Please put your
name on the back of each
picture. Please number the
pictures on the back 1
through 10 in the order you

want them to appear on the
video. Only send 10, if there
is more than 10 sent for this
group we will have to remove
pictures. We are trying to keep
the cost on the making of this
video to a reasonable amount.

The video will have some
group pictures of classmates
as you have grown up to-
gether through the school
years. If you have any group
pictures please send these.
These do pot need to be num-
bered on the back.

Please put your last name on

LOCAL BASKETBALL

Local Girls?
Box Scores

EULA HOLIDAY
CLASSIC

EULA, 62,
HOLLIDAY 53

EULA
HoLLIDAY 7 7

20

Horrioay-Forp 11, Aur3dm

13.

May 47, Mullin 20

May! ‘c570 11 912 1547
Mullin - 6 2 7 5-20

May-Jester 14, Hallum 9,
Murphree 7.
ullin-Barris, 6;

Records-
May  8-13;

EASTLAND 52,
HICO 36

EASTLAND 179 8 18-52
HICO 79 9 11-36

EASTLAND- Thomas 3,
Wells 9, Strube 8, Simmell

22, Pendley 15.

Hico- Carlie, Brous, 2;
Casey Brous 7, Featherston 4;
Schane, 10; Foster, 1; Needham

5, Black, 4.

Irma Crow Hosts Baird ‘48 Study Club

The Baird ‘48 Study Club
met in the home of Irma Crow
on Monday, January 9, 20006
at 7:00 p.m. There were 14
members present.

President Linda Hart called
the meeting to order. Secre-
tary Dyanne Thompson
called the roll and read the
minutes for the months of
November and December
2005. Motion made by
Georgie Manion to approve
the minutes and 2nd by Bar-
bara Corn. Minutes were ap-
proved as read.

Billie Ann Earp gave the
treasurer’s report for the first
half of the year.

President Linda Hart asked
for reports from the officers
and committee chairmen.
Judy Gulley made a motion
to accept these reports and
Dana Voigts seconded the
motion.

The nominations for offic-

ers for the 2006-07 year then

began. The officers are\ p

President-Linda Hart.

Vice-President:
Gulley,

Recording Secretary-
Dyanne Thompson.

Corresponding Secretary-
Debbie McElmurray,

Treasurer: Donna Bell.

Reporter-Francis
Greenway.

Civic committee chairman
Sue McNeil gave a report on
the upcoming birthday party
for the nursing home to be
held Wednesday, January 18,
2006.

New membership will be
discussed at the February
meeting.

There was no other busi-
ness at this time. Meeting
was adjourned and the pro-
gram was introduced by
President Linda Hart. Bar-
bara Corn gave a very

Judy
' "y Billie Ann Earp and Judy

inesting Program on New

York City and the many

landmarks to see.
.Refreshments were served

ley. Members present
.werg: Donna Bell, Barbara
Corn, Irma Crow, Billie Ann
=Earp, Judy Bulley, Linda
Hart, Chellee Hill, Pat Hol-
land, Georgie Manion, Sally
McGregor, Sue McNeil,

Joyce Smauley, Dyanne Th-.

ompson, and Dana Voigts.

16 18 10 18-62

12 27-53
EvLa-Carriaan 20, Hirrmm

4-3

Records-Eastland 22-2.,
3-0; Hicco 19-4, 1-3
J.V. Score: Eastland
Def. Hico.
Frenhmnn-Ealtland 14,

co 11,

CISCO 67, DeLeon
26

Cisco 19 11 14 23-67

Deleon S 10 2 9-26
Cisco- WALKINGSTICK

15, Harris 2, KoeniG 11,

RAMIREZ 2, WiLLIAMS 4,

CHRrIESMAN 14, MATTHEWS 6,

DunuAM 2, HARRISON 3

Posey 6

RECORDS-DELEON 6-15,0+
" 3;5'Cisco 17-6; 2-1.

J.V. score: Cisco-35;

Rising Star,

52; Sidney 32
Rising Star 19 12 14 7-52
Sidney 7 12 9 4-32

SioNev- CLARY 3, LEE
i NorviL 19, PERRY

SWar-Evans 14
Mﬂez, 10d STONE

2; Harris, 2
%@@&é Boys
() P\4 @@IPQ&

Harper 42, Eula 39
Eula 7 1110 11-39
Harper ¢ 13 10 13-42

Eula-Samford 11,
Marcee 19
Harper-Chavalier 12,
Jones 10. :
Eula 67, Anson 53
Euvla 20 15 17 15-67
Anson 13 IS § 20-53
EULA-Hendley 22,
Marcee 12, Dement S,
Samford 3, Ochoa S, Swaner
9, Reid 2, Archa 6 Barrett 3.
Anson- Johnson 11,
Bounds 12, Robinson 14,
Reding 1, Ramos 2.‘E.
Ramos 7 Williams S.
Records Eula 14-4

LS

How To Help Cross Plains Fire Victims

Many have asked how to help our neighbors of Cross Plains
whom have fell victim to the wild fires so to let everyone
know there has been funds set up at the Texas Heritage Bank,
the account is 942758. Also the First Baptist Church of Cross
Plains. There has been boxes placed at Lawrence Brothers,
Dollar General, Family Dollar, Dairy Queen, Thrifty’s, First
National Bank of Clyde, First Baptist. All household items
are needed. If anyone has good, used furniture or appli-
ances you would like to donate call Amy or Eddie Hart 893-
2528 Sharon or Tony Gage 893-2698, Mark Burgess 370-

9484, Lisa Harber 893-4319.
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Baird. He was a loving and
devoted husband, father,
and friend to those that
knew him. He was the
OPatriarchQ of the family
and will be greatly missed.

Roy is survived by his
daughter, Barbara Ruth
Sheffield; two sons, Jimmy
Roy Higgins and Tommy
Joe Higgins; seven
grandchildren; 17 great-

Pallbearers were Jack King,
Bob McKelvey, Boxer Sims,
Chris West, Tony Ash, Eddie
Brumbaugh, Wayne Knowles,
and Frankie Fleming.
Honorary pallbearers were Dee
Tollett, Carroll Taylor, Rabbit
Jones, LeRoy Arms, Fred
Goble, Leo Dixon, Doug Ford,
Buster Gary, Vivian Cauthen,
Wayne Towery, and Frank
Windham, Jr.

Nelda Irene Keith

Baird-Nelda Irene Keith,
age 50, of Baird, TExas,
died on Tuesday, January
10, 2006 at her home. A
memorial service was held
at 10 a.m. on Saturday at
the First United Methodist

-Church under the direction
of Parker Funeral Home.
The Reverend Sandra Keith
officiated.

Nelda was born on Sep-
tember 17, 1955 in Baird,
Texas. She had lived in
Barid all her life. She was
a licensed vocational nurse
and a homemaker. Nelda
married Earnest Keith of
Baird, Texas on March 21,
1978.

She is survived by her hus-
band, Earnest Keith of Baird,
Texas; three daughters, Mel-
issa Lund and husband, R.J. of
Abilene, Texas; Jennifer Keith
of Abilene, Texas and Sara
Keith of Baird, Texas; her
mother Jane Robbins of Clyde,
Texas; two brothers, Robert
Wheeler of Mulberry Canyon,
Texas and Royce (Buzz)
Wheeler of Baird, Texas; one
sister, Jody Rogers of Denton
Valley, Texas; one grand-
daughter, Shelby Haile of
Clyde, Texas and Several
nieces and one nepher.

She was preceded in death
by her twin sister, Eva Maxine
Wheeler.

the back of all the pictures

so we can return them to
you when the video has
‘been completed.

All the pictures need to
be turned in by February 1,
2006.

Turn the pictures in to Mr.
Orlando, Lauren Rodriguez or
Sheila Manning or your par-
ents can bring the pictures to
any of the Project Graduation
meeting

all%han

Girls’ Bashetball:
Eula 64,

Gorman 41
n-:.

CrpuPhinssz,
Mgera

B

Boys’ Basketball

Cross Plains 40,

Ranger 33
Ranger 13 2 412-
35
Cross Plains 7 9 8
16-40
Ranger - Gaumond 18,
Wilson8, Casey 5, Russell 5,
Krantz 3, M. Wislon 2
Cross Plains - Golson 9,
Koenig 8, Watkins 7, Dillard 6,
Estes S, Dickson 3, Callaway
2.
J.U. Score Cross

Plains 31, Ranger 13.

First Baptist Church
240 Race St

Baird, Texas 79504
(325) 854-1574

Albany 64, Baird 56
Albany 15 19 16 14-64
Baird 11 21 9 15-56

Baird - Rodriguez 26,
English 5, Cogburn 5,
Scott 9, Jennings 2,
Manning 4, Parker 3.

Ranger 13 2 412-35
Cross Plains 7 9 8 16-40

Ranger - Gaumond 18, J. Wil-
son8, Casey 5, Russell 5, Krantz
3, Mk Imslon [ :

'iCrossPlains - Golson 9 Roenlg
8, Watkins 7, Dillard 6, Estes 5,
Dickson 3, Callaway 2.

J.U. Score Cross Plains

31, Ranger 13.

Albany 64, Baird 56

Albany 15 19 16 14-64
Baird 11 21 9 15-56
Baird - Rodriguez 26,
English 5, Cogburn 5,
Scott 9, Jennings 2,
Manning 4, Parker 3.

l:lsco 69
48

Cisco 25131912 69
DeLeon 11 912 16-

Cisco: Sellers
18, Johnson 6,
Morgan 3, Petree

Baxter 9,
Brid es 2, Conger
g Jarvis 5, Bushy

(Nursery provided for worship services)

Sunday School

9:45 am

Worship Service 11:00 am
Evening Worship 6:00 pm
Wednesday Service 7:00 pm

BULLETIN - SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT - BULLETIN
AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY FOR
GIFTING AND PERSONAL LIBRARIES

THE LANGSTON HISTORY
OF EASTLAND COUNTY

The original, mother lode of the hisw
tory of Eastland County edited b
8 Jerry Eckert with added data, ph
tos and more! A chance to own yoy

own copy of this rare,

rare docg

ment. Very few copies of the 19 & :

Reprinted by Ready Print as a-.-...,

SPECIAL ISSUE of the

BFEC]AL LEp ,

Tion)

TEXAS MESSENGER

Available immediately at the Eastland Telegra
and Cisco Press $7.00 per copy until
Jan. 1st, then $10.00 each.
(Mailed at $5.00 additional, shipping and handling
BULLETIN - SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT - BULLETIN
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CALLAHAN COUNTY P*TRD STAR
Ensmuans  F IREmar or TXDOT personnel asked
Tmm for.
Thanks to the folks that
il vl were manning the command
" 1t 4. at the cost of citizens’  geations, listening to the
tes  and - property. radios and coordinating all

vever, the tireless effort
vas rewarded with countless
victories, where homes and
property were successfully
defended, The ultimate
victory, over the raging
inferno, came as the fire was
contained and halted along
the boundarie »fFM 571 and
2214
-Thanks to all the dedicated
solunteer firefighters from
surrounding communities,
including Carbon, Rising
Star, Cisco, Gorman,
Eastland, Ranger, Olden,
Baird, Putnam, Cross Plains,

Desdemona, DeLeon,
Dublin; Comanche,
Stephenville, Strawn,
Mingus, Gordon,
Breckenridge, Albany,
Moran,; Clyde, Brownwood,
Steprkenville, Woodson, Palo

Pinto, Erath County, Sipe
Springs, Promontory Park,
Hamilton, Shy, Blanket,
Possum Kingdom, Coleman
County, Merkel, Burkett,
Hico, Potosi, Tin Top, Parker
County, and everyone else
from the more than forty
departments and agencies
who converged on the fire
ground from every comer of
the county and beyond.

And thanks to all of the
volunteers’ wives, children,
husbands,  boyfriends,
girlfriends and family
members who allow your
selfless partners, parents and
friends to give of their
precious time away from you
to help those in need. And a
special - .thanks. :to the
aforementiorned; who made
coffee, sandwiches, and just
did whatever they could to
help those that were helping
others.

Thanks to the paid fire
departments from Abilene,
Brownwood, and Dyess Air
Force base that came to our
aid as well. Thanks to the
Forestry Service personnel,
for bringing your expertise,
heavy equipment and aircraft
to bear against the blaze.
Those Choppers were an
awesome and welcome sight!

Thanks to all of the law
enforcement personnel that
went door to door, farm to
farm, warning folks that a
dangerous fire  was
approaching, and for
manning roadblocks to keep
people safe, and for helping
firefighters find their way
amongst many county roads.
Thanks to the workers of the
Texas Highway Department
who helped set up roadblocks

‘'to ‘advise ‘travelers of the

danger. You all went above
and beyond the call of duty.

Thanks to all you farmers
and farm hands that hopped
on tractors and bulldozers to
assist with saving as much as
you could. Thanks to the
county workers that jumped
in the maintainers and water
trucks to assist with cutting
firebreaks and supporting the
firefighters.

Thanks to the cowboys and
cowgirls that rounded up
horses and cattle, or cut the
fences to give them a chance.
Thanks to the sale barn and
all others that offered to take
the livestock in.

Thanks to all of the folks
that brought food, water,

of the firefighting efforts
between volunteers, trucks,
sectors, and communities.

Thanks to all of the ary

companies that volunteered
milk trucks, well service
trucks, etc., to fil' the gap as
water tankers, and shuttle
water where it was needed.
Thanks to Grandpa’s Tool
Shed for two Bulldozers.

Thanks to all the relatives
and friends of anyone in the
affected area that dropped
everything and came
running to help.

. Thanks to the volunteer
firemen and women that
stayed behind at the fire
stations, to help direct the
departments coming in, and
to help with recovery, and
resource allocation.

Thanks to the radio
stations and news agencies
for their help in keeping the
public informed of
evacuations, warnings and
other vital information.

Thanks to the stores and
businesses that opened or
stayed open late to let the
firefighters get gas, snacks,
and water. Thanks to
businesses that helped repair
damaged apparatus, jump
started trucks, or fixed flat
tires over night, enabling
firefighters to head out early
the next morning. Thanks to
the truck stop that kept the
cafe open all night, and let
firefighters take a shower for
free before heading home
from far away.

Thanks'to the churches'for
opening  your doors, o-
being ready to open them for
anybody who needed you.

Thanks to the Red Cross,
Salvation Army and any
other organization that
offered help.

Thanks to our county
officials, your help behind
the scenes often goes
unnoticed.

‘Thanks to the folks that
stayed away from the fire
ground, even though the
urge to ge see was strong.

Thanks for anybody who
paused for a moment or
more and just said a little
prayer.

Thanks also to all the
unsung heroes and those that
are inevitably left out, when
you start naming names.
You may be someone who
just helps to be helping,
expecting no thanks at all. If
this is you, thanks to you as
well.

THANK YOU FROM
EASTLAND COUNTY!

Eastland Fire Department
Sam  Williams-Public
Information Officer
Phillip Arther- Fire Chief

Read .the
Classifieds

Family Van
For Sale: Designer

Conversion big engine, ‘91
GMC family van, 90,000
actual miles, white exte-
rior/gray plush interior,
pretty wood trim inside, ga-
raged, clean, 4 captains,
convertible couch, electric
windows, T'V/cassette, call
254-629-2413 to see after 6

towels, and anything elss the | pam, $4995.00 flem,

Arclighiem, b eafoseenint, |
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Obituaries

Maurice Springate

Maurice Springate, age 87,
of Baird, TX died Thursday,
January 12, 2006, in an
Abilene hospital after a pro-
longed illness.

Funeral services were held
at 2:00 p.m., Monday, Janu-
16, 2006 at First United
Methodist Church. Reverend
Sandra Keith will officiate
and burial followed in the
Ross Cemetery directed by
Parker Funeral Home.

Maurice was born in Mayo
Kentucky on July 6, 1918 to
Coleman Springate and Alva
Lyons from Indiana. He was
a retired independent truck
driver and a former member
of the Teamsters Union. He
served in the U.S. Army from
1941 to 1945. He was a
member of the First United
Methodist Church. He was
the President of the United
Methodist Men and a mem-
ber of the Administrative

board and served in other
vapacities at the church, He
mirried Beulah Watts in
Franklin , Indiana on No-
vember 26, 1944,

Survivors include: wife,
Beulah Springate of Baird,
TX; onc daughter, Pat
Fomby of Clyde, TEXAS;
one son, Jim Springate and
wife, In Suk of of Anaheim,
CA; two sister, Geraldine
Hawthorne i of
Lawrenceburg, Kentucky
and Betty Morris of
Harrodsburg, Kentucky; four
grandchildren and three great
grandchildren.

He was preceded in death
by his parents and three
younger brothers.

Visitation will be from
5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m., Sun-
day at the funeral home.

In leiu of flowers memori-
als may be made to the do-
nors favorite charity.

Granvel Leo Pierce

Granvel Leo Pierce died
January 11, 2006 at 10:40
a.m. at Presbyterian Hospi-
tal-Dallas after a short ill-
ness.

Granvel was born August
8th, 1920 in the community
of Cross Plains, Callahan
County, TX. His parents
were Joe Pierce and Addie
Westerman Pierce. He is sur-
vived by his wife of 60 years,
Nola Van Gibson Pierce and
daughter, Jan Pierce, both of
Dallas. He is survived by sib-
lings, Doke Pierce (Big
Spring), Adell Blakely
(Clyde) and Frances Gallo-
way (Abilen) and numerous
nieces and nephews. Also,
special friends Fred and
Terry McMinn of Odessa and
their son Tom McMinn. His
brothers J.C. Pierce and
Stanley Pierce preceded him
death.

Granvel attended
Plainview and Cross Plains

ublic's¢hools where he was
active in"sports at Cross as

an outstanding quarterback.’

He graduated from Cross
Plains High School in 1939.
Granvel served with the 8th
Air Force, 34th Bomb Group
during WWII and was sta-
tioned at at Mendlesham Air
Force Base in England and
was there on “D” Day. Upon
his return to Texas he entered
Hardin-Simmons University,
graduating with a BBA in
August, 1949. He received
his job at Humble Oil the day
he graduated, spending 34
years with Exxon (no
ExxonMobil). He retired Oc-

tober 1, 1983.

Granvel participated in the
Abilene Chamber of Com-
merce and helped organize
the West Abilene Kiwanis
Club. He was a member of
S.F.O0.A. and officiated high
school football games for 13
years in the Big Country.

Granvel was active in
Methodist Churches in
Abilene. He was an active
member of the North Texas
Exxon Annuitant Club. He
organized the Cross Plains
‘39ers. High high school
calssmates celebrated re-
unions from 1972 to the
present.

He and his wife upgranded
and maintained a second
home in Baird, TX until
2004. He and Nola Van pur-
sued genealogy as thier
hobby.

Services were held Satur-
day, January 14 at 3 p.m. at
the First United Methodist
Church in Baird, TX with
burial following in the Ross

'Cemetery under the direction

of Parker Funeral Home.
Chaplain (Lt. Colonel, re-
tired) Wallace J. Bennett and
the Rev. Sandra Keith offici-
ated. Visitation was at the
church from 1 to 3 p.m., Sat-
urday, January 14.

In lieu of flowers memori-
als may be made to the Cross
Plains, Texas Volunteer Fire
Dept. (P.O. Box 185, Cross
Plains, 76443) or the Baird,
TX Volunteer Fire Dept. (328
Market St. Baird, TX 79504),
or to the charity of your
choice.

Grand Ole Opry to Celebrate
Grand County Museum Opening

A major Grand Ole Opry
Exhibit with live local music
and many surprises will help
celebrate the grand opening
of the Eastland County
Museum in Eastland on
Friday, Feb. 3, and run
through March 10.

Organized and toured by
Exhibits USA, the all-free
Opry exhibit will appeal to
all ages, and to music lovers
of all types, and be housed
in the County Museum
established in the renovated
Petroleum Building which
last housed Eastland

National Bank on the square

in downtown Eastland.
The Museum will

spotlight every facet of past
and present life of every
town and area in Eastland
County. “It will truly be the
center to exploit the
county’s exciting history.”

A pre-opening trial run of
the exhibit with music will
be held Thursday evening,
Feb. 2 to give Museum
Board Members a preview
look.

The {‘rand Opening to the

public will be Friday, Feb.
3rd and will feature live
music by area musicians who
have actually performed on
the Grand Opry Stage in
Nashville. Among the
performers will be Roy
“The Fingerless Fiddler”
Thackerson, an Eastland
County native, who Was
drafted by the late Roy Acuff
to perform on the Opry stage.

The Exhibit will be open
Tuesdays through Saturdays
from 10 to 5 except for
evening hours on Fridays and
Saturdays.

Other musicians will be
performing at other evening

~showings.

This exhibit captures The
Grand Ole Opry and country
music in its ‘golden age’'—
that time in history when the
music was busting its
regional bounds and
completing the transition
from amateur folk music to
professional popular art
form. The Opry celebrated its
80th birthday in November
over station WSM, carrying
the Opry’s music to 28 states.
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Erma Trent

CROSS PLAINS-Erma
Trent, 82, died Tuesday, Jan.
10, 2006. Services were held
at 2 p.m. Friday, January 13,
2006 at Stevens Funeral

Home Chapel. Burial follows
in the Burkett Family Cem-
etery under the direction of
Stevens Funeral Home in
Coleman.

Callahan County Jr. Livestock Show

The Annual Callahan County Jr. Livestock Show will
be held Thursday, January 19" -Saturday, January 21*
Starting time will be Thursday, January 19, at 5:30 p.m. with
the judging of the rabbits and poultry.

Frankie Hyles, President of the Callahan County Jr.
Livestock Association, said that entries are expected to
number about 450 this year from the various FFA Chapters

and 4-H Clubs in the County.

Other officers of the association are Steven Mitchell
as Vice President, Johnny Adkins as Treasurer and Karen

Johnston as Secretary.

Superintendents for this years show are:

" *'Beef Cattle

Market & Breeding Swine
Doug Johnston and Larry

Poultry & Rabbits

Eddie Riley and Johnny Lee

TBA

Mclntire

‘Sheep & Goats Steven Mitchell and Angela Tibbetts

Judging of the rabbits and poultry will begin at 5:30
p.m. on Thursday, January 19" with Scott Anderson of
Brownwood Extension office doing the judging. All
participants must be checked in by 5:00 p.m. on the 19%.

Judging will begin at 8:00 a.m. on Friday, January
20*, with the Breeding Swine Show followed by the Market
Barrow Show. Don Edgar, AST from Early, will be judging

the Swine Show.

At 1:30 p.m. on Friday , January 20® , Vance Christ,
from Big Springs will start judging the Market Lam' ;
followed by the Boer Goats and Meat Goat Show.

On the Afternoon of the 20* from 3:00-5:00 p.m.
all steers and heifers will be classified and weighed. Lee
Standley, of Weatherford, will get the judging of the Beef
Cattle underway at 8:30 a.m. on Saturday morning, January
21% with the heifer show. Mr. Standley will also judge the
steer-show starting at 9:00 a.m.

The Premium Sale will begin at 1:00.p.m.

the

Awards Presentation of all the trophies for the champiou

animals will be held prior to the premium sale auction.
Announcers for the three day show will be Dick

Vestal, Greg Gerngross, Robert Frost, John Belcher and

Doug Johnston.

Officials of the Show would like to invite everyone
out for all or part of the show and support the young folks

of Callahan County.

Callahan Divide Soil & Water Conservation
District Taking Windbreak Tree Orders

The Callahan Divide Soil &
Water Conservation District
is now taking orders for their
Annual Windbreak Tree Pro-
gram. Each year the District
offers these trees to the gen-
eral public on a first come
first served basis at a very in-
expensive price. These wind-
break trees come fresh from
the Texas Forest Service
Nursery out of Lubbock TX.

This year’s selection of
available trees include three
varieties of evergreens. We
have Afghanistan Pine, Ital-
ian Stone Pine and Eastern
Redcedar. The Evergreen’s
are priced at 5 for $12.00 or
30 for $55.00. In the Hard-
wood category we have Aro-
matic Sumac, Hackberry,
Black Cherry, Chinkapin

' Oak, Honeylocust, Lacebark

Elm, Nanking Cherry, Rus-
sian Olive, Sand Plum and
Shumard Oak. This variety is
priced at 10 for $12.00. This
year we are also offering sev-
eral wildlife packets which
consist of four different spe-
cies of trees per packet. Each
packet contains 100 trees,
twenty-five of each of the
four species depending on

the pa.éket purchased.

Contact the Natural Re-
source Conservation Service
in'Baird for info on which
trees are included in a certain
packet. Each wildlife packet
is priced at $60.00 and they
have four to choose from
Packets for Deer, Squirrel,
Quail and Pheasant and Tur-
key are available.

All orders are pre-paid with
a check or money order.
These trees are delivered
fresh from the Texas Forest
Service Nursery on that date.

Orders will be taken until
January 20th, 2006 or until
supplies are depleted, which-
ever comes first. .

Trees will be delivered to
Baird on February 172006. If
you would like to get more
information on our wind-
break- trees, on planning,
planting and maintenance of
windbreak trees or how to
purchase these low cost seed-
lings contact the Natural Re-
sources Conservation service
in Baird TX at (325)-854-
1349, EXT 3. The office in
Baird is located at 141 W.
4th, Suite B.

Tickets For Side of Beef
Being Sold Now

The parents of the Senior Class of 2006 are selling tickets
for a side of beef to raise money for Project Graduation.
The tickets are $10.00 each. The drawing will be in Febru-
ary 2006. You can purchase the ticket from any senior par-
ent or contact Baird High School at 854-1400 ext. 302.
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