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Hesperian begins its 2nd century
9i/ĵ spaper ce/eBmtesfast 100 î rsziHlA tfUsa&tum

By Ken Towery

Today, we here at the Hesperian- 
Beacon gear up for the next 100 years 
by taking note of the past 100 years.

^We hope our readers approve, for it
> been quite an undertaking.

We are indebted to our entire staff, 
particularly to our Editor and Pub
lisher, Alice Gilroy, and fco former 
Editor Jim Reynolds, for the many 
long hours of research and writing that 
went into this edition. They have all 
done a magnificent job in bringing to 
life once again some of the trials and 
tribulations, the successes and failures, 
the Joy and sadness that were part of 
this community’s life during the cen
tury this paper has chronicled that life. 
They can all feel a large measure of 
justifiable pride in their work.

We are especially proud that we can 
include in this edition a copy of the 
very first edition delivered to Floyd 
County citizens in March of 1896, as 
The Hesperian Gazette. (The “Ga
zette” part was dropped a few years 
later.) We are indebted to the Floyd 
County Historical Museum, and those 
citizens who support the museum, for 
preserving this priceless document. 
Had someone not saved the paper for 
many years, had they not given it to 
the museum, and had the museum not 
preserved it all these years, today’s 
citizens would have been denied this 
bit of history. (The Hesperian's own 
files were destroyed in a fire during 
the early part of this century.) By care
fully perusing that first edition, as well 
as the stories compiled in this edition 
from various editions throughout the 
hundred year history of the Hesperian 
(along with its slightly younger sis

ter, the Lockney Beacon), we can be 
reminded of the struggle involved in 
building a community from scratch. 
And, in keeping it going.

Vast changes, and relatively swift 
changes, have occurred on the South 
Plains since the Hesperian saw the first 
light of day. Floyd County, and fifty 
three other counties in this part of the 
state, had been authorized by the Leg
islature in 1876, which was about the 
time the “Indian problem” officially 
came to an end, more or less. But it 
was not until 1884 that Arthur Duncan 
and his family became the first per
manent settlers, taking up residence 
in Blanco Canyon. Lockney was 
founded five years later, and Floyd 
City, later Floydada, was platted in 
1890. That same year there was a mi
nor disagreement, which we will not 
delve into here, over where the county 
seat should be. Without rehashing old 
arguments, we will note only that 
Floydada was finally selected, and a 
mere six years later the Hesperian Ga
zette was bom. It is that birth we cel
ebrate today with this edition.

The Hesperian came to life (prob
ably with a good bit of apprehension) 
during some relatively turbulent times 
for Texas. The Civil War had been his
tory for only some 30 years, Texas had 
elected its first native-born Governor 
(James S. Hogg, who served from 
1891 to 1895), and Charles Culberson, 
a native of Alabama, was Governor. 
The financial panic o ^ ’93 was sub
siding, and the picture looked a little 
brighter. Or at least it did as we read 
history. In fact, the financial condition 
of the federal government at that time, 
compared to the financial condition of 
the federal government today, was

very good indeed. National politicians dling their children and grandchildren 
had not yet discovered the ruse of sad- with their own profligacy.
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PRINTING PRESS KEPT BUSY FOR CENTENNIAL E D IT IO N - 
Todays offset presses are a far cry from the hand set type composition 
that was used to prin t the first Hesperian 100 years ago. Hesperian-Bea
con owner, Ken Towery, watches a section of our special edition come off 
Blanco Offset presses. Staff Photo

Old Settlers to gather this weekend
The Old Settler’s Reunion will kick 

of Friday, May 24th, with the tradi
tional Open House at the Floyd 
County Museum and a 1 (X)th birthday 
party at the Floyd County Hesperian- 
Beacon office.

The Museum will celebrate their 
25th anniversary with some special 
entertainment.

The Floyd County Hesperian-Bea
con will celebrate their 1 OOth anniver
sary with refreshments, guests and a 
browse through hundreds of old pho
tographs.

Registration for the Old Settler’s 
k ■’.eunion will be at 9:00 a.m., Satur

day, May 25, followed by the flag 
presentation and the business meet
ing. Anyone wishing to enter the 
Wildflower Show at the Museum 
must have their entries in by 9:00 a.m.

Children wishing to enter the Pedal 
Tractor Pull must register from 9:00- 
10:(X) a.m. on the N.W. corner of the 
square.

During the business meeting, at 
10:(X)a.m., the traditional awards will 
be handed out to the Pioneer Woman, 
Man and Couple. A memorial service 
will also be held. The beard contest 
will follow the meeting and lunch will

begin at 11:45 a.m.
Arts and crafts booths will line the 

courthouse lawn all day and the arts 
and crafts auction will begin at 1 :(K) 
p.m. Also at 1:00 will be a washer 
pitching contest and the beginning of 
the Book Fair at the First National 
Bank.

Money can be won through the cow 
patty bingo. Anyone buying a raffle 
ticket for the quilt will also be in the 
drawing for 10 additional prizes. The 
drawing for the prizes and the presen
tation of the parade awards will be 
held at 4:30 p.m. The cow patty bingo 
will be held at 4:00 p.m on North Main 
Street.

The Floyd County Roping Champi
onship will also be a part of the Old 
Settlers Activities, beginning at 4:00 
p.m.

PARADE RULES FOR BIKES, 
3-WHEELERS AND 4-W HEEL
ERS

A parade will begin at 2:30 p.m. and 
participants should assemble on the 
First Baptist Church parking lot.

Anyone wishing to enter the parade 
on a 3-wheeler or a 4-wheeler, must 
register in order to ride in the parade. 
Anyone not registered will not be al

lowed in the parade.
Bicycle riders who wish to be con

sidered for a prize must also register. 
Bike riders will be separated from the 
motorized 3 and 4-wheelers.

Drivers of 3 or 4-wheelers will be 
escorted by the police. Anyone dart
ing ahead of the police car will be 
taken out of the parade and will not be 
allowed to ride in any future parades. 
These rules are being implemented 
for the safety of the children on the 
bikes and people viewing the parade. 
The children on 3 and 4-wheelers 
have also become a concern to the 
people driving the large farm equip
ment.

The prize money has doubled this 
year in the hopes it will encourage 
more parade participation. All win
ning floats will earn $1(X) for their 
first place winner. Riding clubs will 
earn $ 100 for first place and any band 
in the parade will receive $50. The 
best team drawn vehicle will win $50 
and the best dressed cowboys and 
cowgirls will earn $25.

Other special activities planned for 
the day will be a chuckwagon demon
stration, displays of the Nifty-Fifty 
Auto Club, the Antique Car Club and

the Roadrunner Car Club. Antique 
tractors will also be on display from 
the Texas Plains Chapter Two Cylin
der Tractor Club.

At the Lamplighter Inn, after the 
parade, Billie Sol Estes will be on 
hand to autograph copies of his 
daughter’s book about his life.

Musical entertainment on Satur
day will begin at 3:30 p.m. with the 
Harmony singers, followed by Texas 
Thunder and other area entertain
ment.

At 6:(X) p.m. the “Pickin & Grin- 
nin” entertainment will be a sure 
crowd pleaser. The jamboree is open 
to area musicians and the audience is 
asked to bring your own chairs.

The First United M ethodist 
Church will also present ‘Tom  Saw
yer” in a special dinner theatre Satur
day night, from 8:(X) - 5:00 p.m. Call 
the church for reservations.

The evening will end with a square 
dance at the Massie Activity Center 
and a dance on the rodeo slab. Both 
dances will begin at 8:30 p.m and end 
at 12:00 p.m.

A complete schedule of events 
appears on page 3, courtesy of The 
First National Bank of Floydada.

Floydada High School announces honor graduates
FLOYDADA-Top honors have 

been earned by Floydada Seniors
Jodie Villarreal and Anna Whitfill as 
Valedictorian and Salutatorian.

tw
JODIE M LLARREAL 
VALEDICTORIAN

ANNA WHITFILL 
SALUTATORIAN

Jodie Villarreal ended the school 
year with a G.P. A. of 3.81 making her 
the top Floydada graduate.

Anna Whitfill earned the Salutato
rian spot with a G.P.A. of 3.77.

Jodie is the daughter of Billy Joe 
Villarreal and Rosa Villarreal.

Jodie's brother, Billy was Valedic
torian in 1992.

She has been a member of the bas
ketball for four years and served on 
the student council as secretary in her 
junior year. She was also the treasurer 
for the National Honor Society for 
two years.

Jodie is the editor fo the 1996 
Whirlwind Yearbook. She has also 
been involved in UIL competition in 
Science, Editorial Writing, and Spell
ing. She advanced to Regional in 
Spelling competition..

She was named Student of the 
Month during her Freshman and Se-

On the national scene, however, 
politics was a mess. It resembled, in 
many ways, the politics of today. Both 
the Democratic party and the Repub
lican party were split over the issue 
of the free coinage of silver. Most of 
the South and West were on the side 
of silver, the South for one reason, the 
West for another. Most of the East, 
where financial and political power re
sided at the time, was on the side of 
gold. So intense was the struggle, that 
the Hesperian devoted a goodly part 
of its first front page to the issue. The 
battle continued, and led to William 
Jennings Bryan’s famous “cross of 
gold” speech in July, and to his nomi
nation as the Democratic standard 
bearer a scant four months after the 
Hesperian began publishing. (He was 
defeated by William McKinley, the 
Republican nominee, on a platform 
that favored the gold standard.)

Nor were the Republicans and the 
Democrats the only players on the 
field. The Prohibition Party nominated 
Joshua Levering of Maryland for 
President. The Socialist Labor Party 
met and nominated Charles Matchett 
of New York. The National Silver Re
publicans bolted their party and 
backed the Democrats. The National 
Democratic Party, who favored gold, 
bolted their party over the silver issue 
and nominated John Palmer of Illi
nois. The Peoples (populist) Party also 
nominated Bryan, who travelled 
18,(XX) miles and made 600 speeches 
in his quest for the Presidency. 
McKinley, the Republican nominee, 
sat on his front porch in Ohio uid won 
the election.

While all that was going on. the 
people here were busy trying to get

organized (probably gazing at the sky 
and probably looking for rain) while 
trying to wrest a living from the soil. 
And the folks who ran The Hesperian 
Gazette were busy trying to record 
what was happening, and who made 
it happen. We wish, today, to pay trib
ute to all who have had a part in re
cording the life and times of the people 
who make up this community, and 
have made up this community during 
the past century, starting with the first 
Editor, Claude Hall. Without them 
there would be no paper, without the 
paper there would be no recorded his
tory, and without that we would all be 
a little poorer.

Accordingly, we wish to thank those 
readers and advertisers who have loy
ally supported the Hesperian, and the 
Beacon, and now the Hesperian-Bea
con, during good times and bad. We 
know, as well as anyone, that we have 
not always done as good a job as we 
should have done. A hundred years 
from now, when the Hesperian marks 
its 200 birthday, the editor will be 
forced to say the same, if he or she is 
honest. But we hope that editor can 
say, as the first editor said, and as we 
say, that whatever mistakes we might 
make will be errors of the mind, not 
of the heart.

We hope also that whoever is at the 
helm of this paper 100 years from now 
will be able to say he, or she, has tried 
to report the news of this community 
as honestly and fairly as they could, 
that they have tried to help build the 
community, not tear it apart, and that 
they have tried to offer a degree of 
leadership in matters of community 
interest.

So, now read and enjoy.

( ^ l a d u A t i o n  e x e t c i s e s  s t a t e d

Graduation services are slated for Friday evening. May 24, in Lockney 
and Floydada. Between them, the two school districts will graduate 
106 young adults. The Floydada High School Senior Class of 19% 
numbers 56. Lockney High School Senior Class of 1996 stands at an 
even half a hundred.

Com m encem ent 
exercise will begin in 
Lockney at 7:00 p.m. 
in the Longhorn 
Gym. Floydada se
niors will take to the 
stage in ceremonies 
beginning at 8:00 
p.m. in the A. E.
Baker Memorial Au
ditorium at FHS.

f p l P L o f j

L ockney H igh School 
nam es honor students

m

nior years, received Departmental 
Recognition in Science, Math, AP 
Biology and U.S. Government.

Jodie approaches her college career 
with Tech Prep credit for Microcom
puter Applications and 3 hours of col
lege credit for a College Algebra 
class.

Anna Whitfill is the daughter of 
Anthony and Anita Whitfill. She has 
served as Lion's Club Sweetheart this 
year and has been a Whirlwind Cheer
leader.

Anna has been involved in UIL 
competition in the areas of mathemat
ics, science and ready writing.

She has been n am ^  student of the 
month and received departmental rec
ognition in the areas of psychology, 
band. Algebra 11, art and physics.

Anna also earned the Fighting 
Whirlwind Award for girls golf the 
last two years.

CYNTrilA MARTIN 
VALEDICTORIAN

LOCKNEY—Top graduates at 
Lockney High School this year are 
Cynthia Martin and Brady Todd Marr.

Cynthia, daughter of Jim Bob and 
Kay Martin, earned the Valedictorian 
title with a 98.26 G.P.A.

Brady Todd Marr, son of Gary and 
Linda Marr, was named Salutatorian 
with a 98.06 G.P.A.

Cynthia has plans to attend Texas 
A&M University and major in Bio- 
Chemistry. Her plans after graduated 
from A&M are to attend Medical 
School and become a pediatrician.

In high school, Cynthia was in-

BRADY TODD MARR 
SALUTATORIAN

volved in cross country, basketball 
and track for four years.

She was a member of the Band for 
three years and also served for three 
years as the secretary to the National 
Honor Society.

She participated in FHA for one 
year and FCA for four years.

She was the president of the Floyd 
County Chapter of 4-H, and the 3rd 
V.P. for the Lockney Chapter. She was 
also the Lockney reporter for 4-H and 
earned the Gold Star Award.

She placed 2nd at the State Fash-
Continued On Page 8



Page 2 • The Floyd County Hesperian-Beacon • Thursday, May 23,1996
r

BY THE WAY

By
Alice G ilroy

Letter To The Editor

The big day is finally here. Our 
centennial paper is on the newsstands.

Now the mistakes will jump out at 
us off of the printed page!!

We have worked so many months 
and for countless hours to bring this 
edition to you. We wanted very much 
for the community to be as proud of it 
as we are.

As you read through it you will of 
course think of stories that we have 
not covered. There may not be a story 
you thought was important and you 
may believe that because it is not in 
the paper we did not think it was 
important.

For those of you who may miss 
your favorite story I can only say I’m 
sorry and I wish we had had the 
manpower and resources to print 
hundreds of pages. We had a very 
small staff to put out this edition and 
100 years worth of newspapers to 
look through.

Our goal was not to print another 
centennial edition like the one we did 
in 1990. We did not set out to print a 
history of families, businesses, 
schools or towns.

What we wanted to show you was 
the historical events that have taken 
place in Floyd County and how this 
newspaper covered those events. 
Some of those events were part of 
world history—other events will only 
seem important to Floyd County.

We wanted to reflect the changes 
since 1896. A story on Cable TV ar
riving in the county may seem silly to 
you now, but 100 years from now it 
may make someone smile just like our 
first story of the arrival of electricity 
made me smile in 1996.

We tried to find stories that you 
haven’t seen printed over and over. 
We did not print the stories of all the 
community or sports awards people 
have received over the years. We 
made that decision because we knew 
we would end up leaving people out.

It may seem in the beginning like 
we covered more Floydada news than 
Lockney news. Because the papers 
were such individual papers in the 
beginning you won’t find much Lock
ney news at first. It is more county 
news or Floydada news. It gradually 
moves together over the years.

We owe a lot to the people who 
have brought you the news over the 
last 1(X) years. 1 hope in the bi-centen
nial edition the editor finds some of 
our current stories worthy of re-print
ing.

Besides thanking the past editors 
who have brought this paper to this 
point, there are thousands of other 
people I would also like to thank— 
like our subscribers over the years.

'Die subscribers are the reason we 
put forth the effort and the advertisers 
are the reason we are able to put forth 
the effort.

Because we are a limited staff there

have always been lots of people we 
have had to depend on to get out the 
news.

We owe a great deal of thanks to 
those non-paid people who have kept 
us up on school activities and com
munity news throughout the years. 
People like: Lisa Mosley, Edd Hen
derson Jr., Melissa Long, several 
coaches, many teachers, club reprart- 
ers, community stringers such as Carl 
Lemons, Gayle Jackson and others 
who have since passed away.

The list goes on and on and just like 
our centennial edition I can’t get it all 
in.

Thank-you to those people who 
helped with this centennial by writ
ing us about their newspaper experi
ences and to Jim Huggins and Juan 
Martinez, at Blanco Offset, who bent 
over backwards to get us our editions 
when we needed them.

Thanks to the museum and the 
lovely ladies, especially Nancy 
Marble, whose help made this edition 
possible.

Thanks to Jim Reynolds. He has 
been my teacher over the years. Next 
to my father there is no newsman I 
admire more than Jim. He put forth 
untold hours for this edition for the 
simple reason that he loves this 
community and this newspaper.The 
staff here is exceedingly grateful for 
what he did for us.

Thanks to all the girls I’ve worked 
with over the years—especially those 
who have still managed to stay with 
me. A great big thanks to Rosemary 
Gonzales for the help she was to me 
while she was here.

Thank-you to my husband who has 
been a Mr. Mom for several months 
now. His patience overwhelmed me 
and his help kept me going. Thanks 
also to the patience of my nine year 
old son who, along with his mother, is 
very glad this edition is over.

TTianks to my mother who kept the 
home fires burning while I burned the 
midnight oil and thanks to my dad 
who kept up the gentle encourage
ment for this edition.

Last but not least—thanks to God 
for answering all those prayers and 
for answering them by our deadline!

By the way—everyone is invited to 
our birthday party, Friday from 2:00 - 
7:00 p.m. in the Floydada office of 
The Hesperian-Beacon. We will have 
refreshments and lots of old pictures 
to browse through.

You may even get to chat with your 
State Representative, Pete Laney, or 
your U.S. Representative, Mac 
Thornberry. We don’t know what 
time they are coming—but we do 
know they are coming.

I believe Laney will be here early, 
around 2:30 p.m., and Thornberry 
may be here around 5:00 p.m. Of 
course all that could change.

But WE will be here ALL DAY!!

Corrections
We know there will be mistakes 

that will be found as you read the 
sections of our centennial edition.

We apologize ahead of time and 
will try and correct some of them at a 
later date.

There are two mistakes that have 
already jumped out at us and we want 
everyone who wants to keep this issue 
for history’s sake to correct those 
mistakes now.

In section G, page 9, the cutline 
under that flood picture is wrong.

That is not the picture of a train in the 
1941 flood. It is a 1986 flood picture 
depicting the water surrounding 
Nathan Johnson’s house south of the 
South Plains community.

The other mistake we have noticed 
is on page 13 G, in Sue’s ad. The 
negative of Sue Moore and Glenna 
Ross was flipped when printed and 
their names are wrong. The cutline 
should say, Glenna Ross and Sue 
Moore.

(Editors Note: Two of these let
ters were sent to us with the hopes 
they would be placed in the section 
on our newspaper history. All the 
sections were printed by the time 
these letters arrived but we did not 
want them to be excluded from the 
edition, so we have included them 
here. We hope you enjoy them.)

Dear Editor,
In the summer of 1948, Mr. Homer 

Steen gave me a job at the Floyd 
County Hesperian. I was home for the 
summer from Wayland College - and 
was more than grateful for the work.
I had no experience - but I was will
ing to do whatever there was that I 
could handle. He explained to me that 
people buy a newspaper for the news 
- but the only way we could put out a 
newspaper was to sell advertising. As 
I did not expect to write the news or 
sell the ads - 1 didn't think that would 
affect me. Little did 1 know that in a 
weekly newspaper we all did a little 
of several different things.

My first assignment was to update 
the subscription list on small stencils 
and to operate the addressograph. I 
would also help sell office supplies, 
accept classified ads, run errands, take 
the grocery store ads out for approval, 
and anything else they asked me to 
do. The pay was not much, but it 
bought the groceries and paid the rent. 
The people there were nice to me - 
and I was happy.

The papers to be mailed were rolled 
and wrapped with a sheet of paper that 
had been stamped with the subscrib
ers name and address. Every Thurs
day morning we all worked at getting 
the mail-outs to the post office before 
the deadline. I didn't know who made 
the paste, or how, but I complained 
about the lumps in it one morning - 
and sure enough - from then on I had 
to make the paste every Thursday. I 
had helped my parents with wallpa
pering, and could make a good paste 
with starch - 1 had no complaints. At 
that time I thought all the lumps were 
accidental. I imagine that if 1 had that 
job now I could make lumps in the 
paste and never look back. If only the 
innocence of youth could stay with 
us.

One morning Mr. Steen asked me 
to go down to the depot and be there 
when the body of the son of a local 
couple would be brought in by mili
tary escort. I was very uncomfortable 
with the idea, but didn't feel free to 
say so. At the depot the atmosphere 
was as bleak as the weather, and the 
cold mist made me shiver. They put 
the coffin on the same wagon they 
used to unload cargo, and the noise 
from the wheels was very loud. When 
that mother reached out to touch the 
flag on the coffin - I turned and 
walked away and cried for her. 1 felt 
then as I feel now - nobody has the 
right to intrude the privacy of grief.

The issue of The Hesperian that 
stands out in my mind was issued in 
the early 40's - when a 'headrise' came 
down the canyon from a flood up in 
the Panhandle. The water covered a 
wide area in the canyon and closed 
the road. The picture of that in the 
paper stayed around our house for a 
long time. We lived in the McCoy
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WASH

C Courtroom Activities
)

In District Court, May 21, the fol
lowing people were charged with 
Theft By Check:

Esmeralda Roye, of Ralls; Ershel 
D. Braddock, of Tulia; Lydia Leija, 
of Lubbock; and Paula Blackerby, of 
Lockney.

In county court. May 16, the fol
lowing cases were filed:

Ken Vance Cam pbell, 49, b f 
Dougherty, was charged with DWI. 
There was no disposition on this case.

Owen Keith Emert, 52, of Lockney, 
was charged with DWI. There was no

disposition on this case.
Jose Guadalupe Espinoza was 

charged with Assault. TTiere was no 
disposition on this case.

Rodney Lopez was charged with 
Criminal Trespass. There was no dis
position.

Jack Ochoa, 35, of Floydada, was 
charged with DWI. There was no dis
position.

Patsy Sanchez was charged with 
Assault. There was no disposition on 
this case.

^Highway 70 
ockney

Community, and that was our road 
home. We had to go home by way of 
Blanco - just a few hours before that 
bridge washed out. That picture of the 
water impressed me more than the 
water itself - because I could look at 
it more than I could the real thing.

I learned several lessons while 
working at the Hesperian - and I'm 
glad I was there. I'll always remem
ber my time there. I contributed noth
ing to journalism - but I'll put my 
paste up against anybodys.

Loveta Cummings Linehan

Dear Editor,
I am writing in regard to the 

Hesperian's lOOth anniversary edi
tion. Please publish my contribution 
if time and space permit.

I worked for the Hesperian during 
my sophomore through senior years, 
from 1975-78. Wendell Tooley was 
editor and publisher. My co-workers 
included Sharon Huggins, James 
Huggins, Keith Tooley, Peggy Med
ley, Jan Thom pson, Yolanda 
Gonzalez, Duffy Rathael, Leanne 
Ferguson, Tom Burns and Anita 
Garza.

My duties were as diverse as one 
can experience in the newspaper busi
ness. I covered sports and news 
events; took photographs; developed 
and printed pictures; read proofs; 
wrote cutlines and headlines; set 
headline type; delivered papers to 
newsstands; carried ad proofs to busi
nesses; judged the football contest; 
and swept the floors.

I also worked for Brad Tooley as 
news editor for the Canyon News in 
1984 and '85. Today I am an editor in 
the sports department of The Daily 
Oklahoman in Oklahoma City. My 
wife, Rhonda, and I have two chil
dren, Holly, 8, and Christopher, 2.

My favorite Hesperian memory is

80Br652-2503%
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the camaraderie among the employ
ees. Every Tuesday afternoon, we 
dropped whatever we were doing, 
gathered around the piano and sang 
"I Believe In Miracles." TTiis ritual 
demonstrates the fellowship that 
small newspapers enjoy.

A lot of small-town papers get a bad 
rap because of a lack of exciting news, 
but community journalism is a valu
able service. A good newspaper is the 
heart of a town. And I can tell you 
from first-hand experience that no
where does one learn more about the 
entire operation of a paper than at a 
publication like The Hesperian.

Sincerely, 
Doug Simpson

Dear Editor,
It is with great emotion, and mixed 

feelings that I am leaving the medi
cal field; but, being a full time dad 
and giving myself and my family the 
time I stole from them and myself 
over the last 23 years is really appeal
ing. Certainly, it has been a great en

richment to my life to serve the Floy
dada area population and certainly 
yourself as a patient and a friend.

The friendships developed here will 
not be forgotten, and there will always 
be a precious place, for Floydada, in 
my heart.

I am pleased though to leave my 
patient records with Dr. Ahmad and 
Beverly because I know they are fully 
capable of handling the situation. I am 
really prouc^f the fact that the Board 
of the Caprock Hospital District had 
the vision to start looking for another 
doctor about 1 1/2 years ago, and even 
more so that Dr. Ahmad was chosen 
amongst the applicants; it would have 
been very difficult to make a better 
choice.

Thank you for having the faiti in 
my guided hand, and for allowing me 
to serve you.

Love,
Antoine R. Albert

See You at 
Old Settlers

N eed House 
Insurance?

We have several companies wanting to write your 
homeowners insurance. Our companies offer sta
bility and competitive rates, and you can deal with 
an agency which has been in Floydada since 1926.

— Come in for a quote—

GOEttSc GOEN
102 E. California, Floydada 806-983-3524

If it says Allsup’s, jfUPBn
it ’s guaranteed.

The Allgup*g brand r
stands for ĉ ual̂ ty.
Allsup's has been serving New Mexico 
and W est Texas for alm ost 4 0  years. 
Every product bearing the Allsup’s 
name meets our high standards for 
equality and value.

AlisiiP'j 1QQ7o guaranteed.'
If a product says Allsup’s, you can 
tru s t it because we back it  up. With 
Allsup’s branded products, your 
satisfaction is guaranteed.

*See stores for details.

Coca-Cola 1
ALLSUP’S ALL FLAVORS

Ic e  C re a m HALF GALLON

C 0 M 8 0  MEAL

C h im ic h a n g a  o r  
Beef & Salsa Burrito 
and Talleup

AlistP'J

ALLWAY5
LOW PRICES, GREAT PRODUCTS 

24 HOURS A DAY

M l

REG. $1.59
LAYS® OR WAVY LAYS®

P o ta to  Chips

I't’s  t h e  A lls u p ’s  w ay. 
W e’re  a lw a y s  o p e n , 
serv in g  y o u  w ith  
g r e a t  p r o d u c ts  a t  
low p r ic e s .

SHURFINE

5u^ar
4  LB. BAG

$ 1 5 9
GimARD

You'll find all this and more 
at your Alleup’s store

Lockney
and

Floydada

FRITO LAY® ALL VARIETIES

Grab 3age
REG. 754

2J 1
OR HAM & EGG

B reakfas t B urrito
EACH

4

SHURFINE SHURFINE FROZEN

B a th  T is s u e O range Juice
4  ROLL PKG. 12 OZ. CAN

9 9 *
$ 4 3 9

BAR-S

M e a t  Franks
12 OZ. PKG.

2.79
Gatorade l̂ unts -lOSFolgers Coffee i v'aiiey Fare

1 l^og Food —

lO.URS- Mbh-S^f^ ^  
[:30 a.m.'" 7:00 p.im 

_ .i - $.:0O,,

Q9^ iBBQSauce 18 0Z.I ^99

A I I 111 A W /'
A W A Y h  great PRODUCTS 
n u -If v n  I '>'•"24 hours A DAY

Alisup'S
3 9 9

PRICES EFFECTIVE 5 /23 -29 /96 OFFER GOOD WHILE SUPPI lES LAST



Highway 70 water lines create problem
Thursday, May 23,1996 • The Floyd County Hespcrian-Beacon - Page 3

FLOYDADA —  City council 
members in Floydada heard a de
tailed explanation concerning the 
condition of water lines under High
way 70 through Floydada at the 
Thursday, May 16 regular session of 
the council. Highway improvements 
scheduled for late this summer will 
place undue stress on old lines cross
ing beneath the highway according to 
state transportation officials.

The estimated cost of removing 
and replacing all the lines which 
might be affected was placed at 
$150,000.00 for a proper job. 
$20,000.00 would do the minimum 
necessary to allow the state to con
tinue w i^  their road rebuilding proj
ect. Lines not taken care of now could 
create serious leakage problems later.

The city will not be able to dig up 
the new roadway to repair the lines if 
leaks occur. They will have to dig 
beside the road and tunnel under to 
remove and replace damaged lines if 
the lines are not put in good order 
before the roadway is rebuilt.

Under a 1968 agreement, the city is 
liable for making utility adjustments 
necessary to accommodate state 
highway projects. City officials had 
hoped the state might be liable for 

' lines the existing highway was built 
over.

The work will need to be completed 
before August or the state will stabi
lize the lines with concrete and pro
ceed with the highway project. This 
would result in even more repair 
expense to the city if a leak occurs.

The issue was tabled pending more 
information and advise from the city 
attorney who will review the legali
ties of the situation. There are no 
funds in the current budget, which 
runs through September, for such 
work.

City Manager Gary Brown told the 
council that a letter had been received 
from the state regarding the proposed 
$1 million airport improvement proj
ect. According to the letter, the city 
must now commit the $100,000.00 
matching funds in order to receive the 
$900,000.00 from the state.

Brown said that at this point, it 
appears the Airport Board has not 
raised the $75,000.00 needed to go 
with the $25,000.00 the city has 
pledged for the project. If the funds 
are not available, the city will have to 
pass on the improvements.

Floydada City Secretary Sharon 
Quisenberry administered the oath of 
office to council members being 
seated for two year terms. They in
cluded returning council members 
Clar Schacht, Albert Hill and Eric 
Cornelius. New to the council is Jon 
Nielson who replaces Wayne Tipton.

Tipton received a certificate of 
appreciation for his service to the city 
as a councilman for the past several 
years. The special presentation was 
made by fellow council member 
LeRoy Bums.

Council members approved min
utes from the previous meeting as 
written and authorized payment of 
monthly bills before moving on to 
scheduled public hearings.

The first, to take public comment 
on a request for a zoning variance by 
Barbara Stice, drew comment from 
only one local businessman. Stice had 
requested permission to sell plants 
from her carport at 226 W. Tennes
see, a residential area.

Joe Stepp told the council he was 
against the variance because local 
businesses maintain a business loca
tion and pay commercial rates for city 
utilities as well as having to obtain 
proper licensing and permits to oper

ate a business. “If you allow one per
son to operate a business from their 
home, you will have others asking to 
do the same. I feel this would not be 
fair to the business people in 
Floydada.”

Councilman Albert Hill stated he 
was in agreement with Stepp and did 
not want to see the city allowing vari
ances which would harm local busi
nesses.

Following the public hearing, 
Schacht made a motion to deny the 
variance. The motion was seconded 
by Nielson. The council voted unani
mously in favor of the motion.

A second public hearing was held 
concerning the closeout requirements 
on the 1994 Texas Community De
velopment water grant project now 
completed. City Manager Brown 
read a statement prepared by grant 
consultant Kay Howard. No public 
comments were made and the council 
approved the closeout and finaliza
tion of the grant paperwork.

Two zoning variances were ap
proved by the council on the recom
mendation of the Planning and Zon
ing Committee.

Matty and Margie Martinez were 
granted a variance in the required 
setback of a residence on a comer lot.
The couple wishes to locate a mobile 
home on Lot 1. Block 108, Original 
Town. Zoning requirements call fora 
30 foot setback on a comer lot. The 
size of the mobile home and the size 
of the lot permit only a 27 foot set
back.

Donnell Gowens requested a vari
ance to locate a storage shed closer to 
his property line than five feet as 
required by zoning regulations. The 
property is located at 128 Mae Ave
nue.

Both requests were approved on a

Floydada Police Report
May 12, at 10:33 p.m. police an

swered a complaint firom the clerk at 
a convenience store concerning a 
shoplifting and intoxicated man.

Police took a report from the clerk 
who stated that a intoxicated man had 
come in to the store, put cigarettes into 
his pocket and then left.

Police later found the man with the 
cigarettes, and arrested Noberto 
Adame Hernandez, 51, of Floydada, 
and charged him with Theft and Pub
lic Intoxication.

May 15 at 8:34 p.m., police were 
called to 4th and Mississippi in refer
ence to a fight between three women. 
According to witnesses statements in 
the police report, a car stopped on the 
road and two women exited the ve
hicle, and started hitting a woman 
who had been walking down the

street.
"The case will be turned over to the 

District Attorney's office," said Police 
Chief James Hale, "for possible 
charges of Aggravated Assault."

May 16, in the 600 block of W. 
Jackson, police stopped a vehicle af
ter it failed to stop at a red light. The 
driver, Julie Hicks White, 35, of 
Floydada, was stopped and subse
quently arrested for DWI after a field 
sobriety test.

Also on May 16, police were called 
to a residence in the 400 block of N. 
1st to investigate a possible retalia
tion from a mother of an assault vic
tim against two people who allegedly 
assaulted her daughter. "Possible re
taliation charges could be turned over 
to the D.A.," said Hale.

C aprock  H osp ita l D istrict  
confers with UMC officials

FLOYDADA — Following the 
swearing in of board members Lee 
Battey and Rob Heflin by Floyd 
County Judge Bill Hardin at the Tues- 
day. May 21 session, the Caprock 

f  I  Hospital District Board of Directors 
' ^ discussed the proposed replacement 

for Dr. Antoine Albert with officials 
from University Medical Center.

UMC Chief Exectuive Officer Jim

•  Courtney, Dr. Vernon Farthing, and 
A1 Bendeck spoke with board mem
bers concerning the financial position 
of the clinic and the expected operat
ing loss for the current budget year.

Due to this, UMC is proposing to 
bring a Physician’s Assistant to 
Floydada to work with Dr. Salmon 
Ahmad and Nurse Practitioner Bev

erly White at Cogdell Clinic. Court
ney said a PA could be in place by 
August 1 to fill the vacancy left by Dr. 
Albert. Recruiting for a physician 
would continue.

Board member Denice Payne told 
the UMC representatives she was a 
little surprised to hear that it would 
take that long to replace Dr. Albert in 
light of the fact that his departure has 
been anticipated since last Septem
ber.

UMC officials cited difficulties in 
recruiting competent physicians who 
are willing to work at standard rates in 
rural areas as reason for the delay. 
They also said it is equally difficult to 
recruit good PA’s and Nurse Practi-

Continued on Page 12

Offices to be closed
The Lockney Office of the 

H esperian-Beacon will be 
closed Friday, May 24, 1996 
after 12:00 noon so that em
ployees may enjoy the 100th 
Anniversary Party being held in 
the Floydada Office from 2:00 
p.m. until 7:00 p.m. Please 
come join us.

Both the Lockney and 
Floydada Offices will be closed 
on Monday, May 27, 1996, in 
observance of the Memorial 
Day Holiday. It will be business 
as usual on Tliesday.__________

O pen House
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Meet Sal 
Proud Provider
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Shield

An Affiliate of miversity Medical Center

motion by Schacht. The motion was 
seconded by Cornelius and all voted 
in favor.

Bids were opened for the proposed 
digging of a new pit at the Floydada 
Municipal Landfill. Four bids were 
received: Stotts of Lubbock quoted 
appromixately $1.50 per cubic yard 
for the excavation; Big D of Midland 
bid $2.00 per cubic yard for the work; 
Longhorn Construction and Mainte
nance of Lockney bid $0.88 per cubic 
yard; and Lipham Trucking of 
Floydada bid $2.84 per cubic yard.

TTie project was awarded to Long
horn Construction on a motion by 
Schacht with a second by Nielson. All 
voted in favor. The motion carried a 
$200 per day penalty if the work is not 
completed and the pit ready for use 
prior to July 1, 1996.

An offer from Dwight Lee Moore 
of $50.00 per lot for five tax title lots 
was rejected by the council. The cost 
of preparing and transferring the deed 
on a tax title lot is approximately 
$ 100.00 per lot according to city offi
cials. Council members opted to re
ject the bid rather than bear the addi
tional cost of transferring the lots.

City Manager Brown presented 
council members with a sample of a 
proposed water conservation contin
gency plan for the City of Floydada in 
the event of a water emergency. He 
asked that all review it and get back to 
him with any changes or suggestions 
so that a vote can be taken at the next 
meeting. He said it is important for 
the city to have a plan in place in case 
it becomes necessary to control water 
usage by rationing should the drought 
situation worsen or continue for an 
extended time.

We owe our freedom to the 
lives they gave up for us

Remember our veterans May 27

May 18, Floydada Police took a 
Theft report of a bicycle which has 
been stolen from the fenced back yard 
of a residence in the 200 block of W. 
Mississippi.

The bike was described as 10 speed 
Female Murray Mountain Bike, white 
with teel green lettering and pink 
stripes. The bike was valued at 
$125.00.

May 19, at 11:18 p.m., in the 200 
block of W. Marivena, police stopped 
a vehicle for driving without tail 
lights. The driver, Eddie Paul Gloria, 
24, was subsequently arrested for 
DWI. The passenger, Jose Juan 
Vizcaino, was arrested for Public In
toxication.

May 20, police responded to reports 
of disorderly conduct (fighting) 
charge at the Alternative School. 
Three juveniles were taken before the 
city judge and fined $60.00 for fight
ing. An adult, Rachael Diaz, 18, of 
Plainview, was also fined $60.00 for 
fighting.

The Business 
o f  the Week 

Feature 
will return 
next week

FARM a  RANCHOWNERS
Y o u  h a v e  s p e c i a l  n e e d s  w ith  y o u r  I n s u r a n c e  a n d  
w e  h a v e  c o m p a n i e s  t h a t  k n o w  h o w  to  m e e t  
t h o s e  n e e d s .  S t a b l e  c o m p a n i e s  w o r k in g  vrlth  a  
s t a b l e  a g e n c y  Is y o u r  b e s t  c o m b l n a t l o n f o r  F a rm  
a n d  R a n c h o w n e r s  I n s u r a n c e .

C o m e  In  fo r  a  q u o t e

GOEN a  GOEN
1 0 2  f .  C a li fo r n ia .  F l o y d a d a  8 0 6 - 9 8 3 - 3 5 2 4

Floyd County, Texas

Old Settlers Reunion
Floydada, Texas • May 25,1996

FRIDAY, MAY 24
1:004 )̂0 P.Nl -  Floyd County Museum OpeuHousc - 25th Anniversary with 

Special Entertainment • 105 East Missouri
2:00-7:00 P.M. - Floyd County Hesperian-Beacon - 100th Anniversary Celebration

Open House - Refreshments -Come and Co • 111 East Missouri
Floydada and Lockney High School Graduation Ceremonies

SATURDAY, MAY 25
9KX) A.M. Registration - Continues until 1KX) P.M. - N. End of Ag Building
9*30 A.M. Flag Presentation Ceremony - Pavilion 

Boy Scout Troops 357 and 259
lOKX) A.M. Business Meeting - Pavilion

Awards to Pioneer Woman, Man, Couple 
Memorial Service - Mrs. Flora McNiell - Chairman 
Election of Officers - Mrs. Polly Cardinal - Norn. Committee

10:45 A.M. Beard Contest • Pavilion - Q ar Schacht
11:45 A.M. Bai^B-Que Lunch - (tickets $5.00) - Complimentary for "Old Settlers" 

Lunch - Other Activities
LOO PAf. Arts and Crafts and Minimum Auction • Pavilion 

Conducted by Area Auctioneers
L’OO P.M. Washer Pitchine Contest - 200 Block Wall Street 

Sponsored by NfcDermott Post American Legion
lKX)-4dX) Friends of Floyd County Library Book Fair • Taste of Texas 

Community Room, First National Bank of Floydada
2.*00 PA1. Awards to Oldest Man and Woman

Award to Person Traveling Greatest Distance
2:30 PA1. Parade • Participants assemble on parking lot of First Baptist Church
330 PAl. Entertainment: - Harmony Singers - Other Area Entertainment and 

Texas Thunder - Pavilion - Courthouse Square
430 PAl. Cow Pattie Bii»o -1990 Study Club - North Main Street

Floyd County Roping Championship - Floydada Rodeo Grounds
4:30 PAf. Drawing for Quilt and Other Prizes • Parade Awards
6:00 PM. Pickin' k  Griimin' • Open to Area Musicians - Accompanied by 

Texas Thunder - Join in the fun - Bring your own chairs
Dinner Theatre • Tom Sawyer • First United Methodist Chordi 
Call for Reservations • 983-2M5 • &00 • 5c00

8:30'12.'00 P.M. -  Sqiurc Dance - Massie Activity Center • Whirlers • and 
Dance - Rodeo Slab - Sponsored by 1990 Study Club

SPECIAL
ACTIVITIES:
ARTS « CRAFTS SHOW

Courthouse Lawn 
9:00 A.M. to 530 P.M.

CHUCKWAGON
DEMOftSTXATKMI

Cirde Dot Wagon 
Frank Covington ft Crew

NIFTY-FIFTY AUTO aU B
200 Block South Main

ANTIQUE CAR CLUB
200 Block South Main

ROADRUNNER CAR aU B
200 Block South Main

TEXAS PIAINS CHAPTER 
TWO CYLINDER 
TRACTOR aU B
100 Block S. Mam

OTHER
ANTIQUE TRACTORS

100 Block S. Mam

WASHER PITCH
1:00 P.M.

200 Blocks. Wall 
Prizes Awarded 
Sponsored by 

McDermott Poet 
American Legion

WILD FLOWER SHOW
Museum • 930 to 4:00 

Prizes Awarded

KIVA KARTS « aOWNS

PARADE APPEARANCES BY: 
T*»a Tech Mashed Rider 

Several Area Cer Ctahe

PARADE PRIZES
BEST PIONEER FLOAT 

1st-$35,2nd-S25,3rd-$20

BEST COMMERCIAL FLOAT 
ls t-$ 1 0 0 ,2 n d -S S 0 ,M -$ 4 0

BEST CLUB FLOAT 
1st-$100,2nd -$50,3 id -$40

BEST DRESSED JR. 
COWBOY ft COWGIRL 
(Up to 12 Yean of Age) 

$25.00

BEST TEAM DRAWN 
VEHICLE IN PARADE

$50.00-$25.00

BEST SHERIFFS POSSEE 
ORRIDINCCLUB 

$100.00-$50.00

BEST MODERN 
COWBOY ft COWGIRL

$25.00

BEST DRESSED OLDTIME 
COWBOY ft COWGIRL 

IN PARADE
$25.00

ANY BAND IN PARADE
$80.00

BEST DECORATED BICYCLE 
1st-$10,2nd -$8,3rd -$7

OLDEST TRUCK 
ANTIQUE AUTO 

OLDEST T R A a O R  
$25.00

BEST UNIQUE AUTO 
$2SB0

SPECIAL AWARD-$50.00

Schedule Sponsored by:
The First National Bank of Floydada Member F.D.I.C.
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R oss and Flippin united in marriage
Brandi Renee' Ross and John 

Flippin were united in marriage dur
ing a double ring ceremony, Saturday 
afternoon, May 18, at 3 p.m. in the 
First Baptist Church, Floydada.

The bride is the daughter of Den
nis and Kathy Ross of Floydada and 
the groom is the son of Ricky and 
Susan Flippin of Plainview. Grand
parents of the bride are Herman and 
Bonnie Graham, and El vie and Mory 
Henderson, all of Floydada, and 
great-grandmother, Emma Newman, 
of Amarillo. Grandparents of the 
groom are C.E. "Flip" and Wanda 
Flippin of Plainview and John and 
Faye Walker of Levelland. The cer
emony was performed by Palmer 
McCown, Director of Religious Ac
tivities at Hardin-Simmons Univer
sity in Abilene, Texas.

Organ music was played by 
Roberta Hardin and the piano was 
played by Penny Giesecke. Todd 
Keller, Minister of Music and Youth 
in Tahoka, Texas, sang "The Lord's 
Prayer." Stephen Bratton of 
Shallowater sang "I Will Be Here" 
after the parents and grandparents had 
been seated.

The church was decorated with spi
ral and arched candelabras accented 
with natural greenery, fern and ivory 
roses and an ivory unity candle. The 
pews were adorned with velvet hunter 
green bows.

The bride was escorted down the 
aisle by her father. She wore a gown 
of candlelight satin designed with a 
sweetheart neckline and long sleeves 
on a fitted bodice. The gown was 
worn by her maternal grandmother, 
Bonnie Graham on September 3, 
1949. The original dress was made by 
Mrs. Graham's aunt, Meda Wienke of 
Lubbock. The dress was redesigned 
by Ranada Jack of Plainview, by add
ing ivory lace appliques to the neck
line and sleeves. Ivory lace was also

MRS. JOHN TY FLIPPIN
(nee Brandi Renee' Ross)

added to the hem of the gown. A 
double bow, decorated with ivory lace 
appliques, was used to attach the lace 
trimmed cathedral train. She wore a 
fingertip length veil on a headband of 
candlelight satin accented with ivory 
lace appliques. The bride carried a 
Colonial bouquet of ivory roses, 
baby's breath and natural greenery

Portrait by R Photography

enhanced with ivory and hunter green 
satin ribbons.

For the bridal traditions, the wed
ding gown was considered "some
thing old", a pearl necklace and ear
rings given to the bride by her mother 
was "something new", and the wed
ding rings belonging to her paternal 
grandmother, Mary Ross Henderson

t

% .
DR. ALBERT SAYS GOODBYE—A receptkni was 
held at Cogdell Clinic in Floydada on Sunday, in 
honor of Dr. Albert (pictured fourth from the right). 
Albert is leaving Floydada and retiring from medicine 
to devote more time to his family and other business

ventures. Patients and fHends passed through the 
clinic throughout the afternoon to say goodbye and 
express their appreciation for the time given to
Floydada by Dr. Albert. ______

 ̂ Staff Photo

"Wheels for Life " Bike-A-Thon Slated for June 1st
By Melissa Long, CEA,FCS 
The St. Jude Children's Research 

Hospital “Wheels For Life” Bike-A- 
Thon has been set in Floydada for 
Saturday, June 1st at Lighthouse Elec
tric Cooperative from 9 a.m. until 12 
noon. Floyd County 4-H will help 
sponsor the event with Gerri Sum
mers and Melissa Long, co-chairing 
the event.

St. Jude Children’s Research Hos
pital is a non-profit organization

whose purpose is to care for children 
stricken with catastrophic diseases 
and to raise funds to accomplish this. 
Children are admitted to St. Jude 
Hospital without regard to race or re
ligion.

You may wonder “Why Help St. 
Jude Children’s Research Hospital”?

♦Cancer is the leading disease killer 
of American children, and St. Jude 
Children’s

Research Hospital is the leading

[OldSettlers Specials.
ALL Kid’s NIKE’S on SALE

Perfect time to buy Summer Shoes

ALL Women's DRESSES 10% off
Early Start Saver on Summer Wardrobe

Young Men’s SHIRTS by Santana
Button-Up Styles NOW 25% off

Lots of Men's Knit SHIRTS
Beautiful Patterns - Lots on SALE

Best Selection of Casual Straw HATS Ever
- Great Prices - Good Looking Styles -

WESTERN - WESTERN - WESTERN 
SHIRTS - Long or Short Sleeves 

Snaps or Buttons - Beautiful Colors

All Fashion SHOES by Westies.. .  .25% off
Dexter & Eastland.....................All 25% off
KEDS Canvas___ 19.99 - Leather.. .  .34.99
KEDS Girls Leather Sandals.............. 19.99

112 East California, Floydada - 1 ^

center for the study of these killers.
♦Approximately 4,4(X) children are 

being seen at St. Jude.
♦St. Jude also studies other cata

strophic childhood diseases such as 
sickle cell anemia, thalassemia and 
pediatric AIDS.

♦Research findings are freely 
shared worldwide.

♦Countless other children are 
treated in their own towns with pro
cedures developed at St. Jude Hospi
tal.

♦Admission is based on physician 
referral and determination that the ill
ness is under study at St. Jude Hospi
tal. No child has ever been turned 
away because of an inability to pay.

If you are interested in participat
ing in the Bike-A-Thon and compet
ing for great individual prizes, pick 
up a pledge form at the Floyd County 
Extension Office and be a part of the 
fun on Saturday, June 1st, at Light
house Electric Cooperative. For more 
information call 983-4912.

Have a 
fun-filled

*'Old Settler's Day''] 
Celebration!

5

and her "late" grandfather, Paul 
Vaughn Ross, were tied into her bridal 
bouquet for "something borrowed". 
Her blue garter was "something blue".

Serving as maid of honor was 
Tkmie Cocanougher of Goldthwaile, 
Texas. B ridesm aids were Tian 
Younger of Floydada, Angie Clark of 
Lockney, and Kara Reeves and Katy 
Y^lliams, both of Plainview.

The bridesmaids wore a two-piece 
hunter green suit with a knee length 
flippy skirt. They carried three long 
stemmed ivory roses, baby's breath 
and natural greenery enhanced with 
ivory and hunter green satin ribbons.

Acting as best man was Stephen 
Bratton of Shallowater. Groomsmen 
and also serving as ushers were 
Michael Moore of San Antonio, Ron 
Flippin of Plainview, brother of the 
groom, Tyson Edwards of Floydada, 
and Trent Brandon Daniels of Lub
bock. Paul Ross, brother of the bride, 
served as candlelighter and usher.

Presiding at the registrars table was 
Jaime Rucker of Gainseville, Texas.

The reception was held in the Wall 
Street Parlor in Floydada. Members 
of the house party included Kay 
Tinney, Barbara Edwards, Darla 
Keller, Crystal Sanders, JoLynn 
Dean, Reba Moore, Zahn Turner, 
Penny Golightly and Candy Thrasher.

The groom's parents were hosts for 
a rehearsal dinner at The Bridal House 
in Plainview. The bride's mother and 
Barbara Cocanougher were hostesses 
for a bridesm aid 's luncheon at 
Sugarbaker's Cafe and Bakery in Lub
bock. Other bridal courtesies included 
showers in the homes of Duffy Hinkle 
of Floydada and Wanda Hodges of 
Plainview, and a lingerie shower 
given by friends at Hardin-Simmons 
University in Abilene.

After a wedding trip to Red River, 
New Mexico, the couple will make 
their home in Lubbock.

Sams enjoy camp-out 
at Thousand Trails
by Darlynn Hambright
Dr. Keith Patzer was the trail-boss for 
Floydada Whirlwind Sams for the 
June campout at Thousand Trails at 
Lake Texoma.
Rigs leaving from the MAC on Thurs
day were: John Lyler, Mac McElyea, 
Harold Norrell, Hollin Payne, and 
Keith Patzer. Other rigs that were at 
Lake Texoma and joining the group 
were: Gordon Hambright, Robert 
McPherson, and Paul Westbrook. 
Thursday night some of the member 
enjoyed playing table games.
Friday morning the Patzer provided 
coffee, cinnamon rolls, and vegetable 
pizza. Some of the group drove to 
Gainsville to shop at the factory out
let mall. That evening everyone dined 
at the Pelican Landing restaurant. Af
ter returning to the campsite, mem
ber enjoyed visiting and table games. 
Saturday the group enjoyed coffee 
and refreshments with the Patzer. 
Later some of the group went to 
Gainsville for Depot Days and others 
traveled to Sherman and Denison. 
That afternoon the group surprised 
Darlynn Hambright by serving cake 
and ice cream in her honor for her 
birthday. A beautiful card was also 
presented to her. Music, fellowship, 
and games were enjoyed by everyone. 
Sunday the group returned home. We 
appreciate Ruth and June for their 
planning an enjoyable time. The Sams 
meet June 3, at 7:00 p.m. at Light
house Electric. Next campout in 
Grove, Oklahoma and Branson, Mis
souri.

CELEBRATING BIRTHDAYS FOR MAY-Herschd Hammonds and 
Mary Corley celebrated their birthdays at the monthly birthday party 
at the Floydada Nursing Home. Staff Photo

Nursing home celebrates birthdays
By Lorilla Bradley
FLOYDADA - Thursday, May 16 

was party time at the Rest Home with 
members of the City Park Church of 
Christ hosting.

The Hesperian photographer came 
for the picture-taking followed by 
everyone being ushered into the din
ing room. The honorees were seated 
at the "honor" table which was laid 
with a pink cloth and centered with a 
floral arrangement in shades of blue. 
Their places were marked with spe
cial cards and each wore a fresh 
flower, compliments of Williams Flo
rist and Card Shop.

The poem was read and all joined 
in singing the Happy Birthday song. 
A delicious refreshment plate con
tained drizzled pound cake or angel 
food cake and a tangy fruit punch.

The next party will be Thursday, 
June 20, at 2:30 p.m. Please come to 
be with your friends and loved ones.

May is such a pleasant month 
...the winter storms are gone... 
Flowers are blooming everywhere 
and nothing should go wrong!

We greet our Mary Corley...
She used to "ease our pain”...
She nursed so many back to health 
with better times to gain.

Hershel Hammonds we salute 
...He counts from 1908...
He ponders over all the years 
with many of them great!

Lets do the birthday "ditty" 
to cheer these two along... 
so join us as we sing it 
with voices good and strong!

SHAKLEE 
983-5246

Chit Chat, 
This-n-That

By Wanda McLendon
L(X!KNEY - Hello, we are just 

waiting for the sky to open and water 
to fall from heaven. If it is this hot in 
May, what will June, July, and Au
gust be like?

We are staying cool and praying for 
rain.

Our new D.O.N. Anna Vorkavich 
came in and we all were able to meet 
her. We are proud to have her at the 
facility. We will be having coffee and 
donuts Thursday, May 23, at 9:30 a.m. 
for everyone to come by and meet 
Anna.

Happy
Birthday
Jo Lynn

from
Alan Jackson

BRIDAL SELECTIONS FOR:

Danika Dudley & Jeromy Jameson

are available at the...
True Value Bridal Gift Registry

inside
CAPROCK Motor Parts &Hardv¥are

114 W. California, Floydada 983-2865
V_________________________________

We would like to take this opportunity to say
thank you to

Antoine R, Albert M.D,* ♦

' ' for service to 
Cogdell Medical Clinic and 
University Medical Center 

as well as the people of Floyd and the 
surrounding counties.

Dr. Albert’s patients will continue to be seen at 
Cogdell Clinic with no interruption of care. 
Please call 806-983-2875 with your questions or
concerns;

Director, Cogdell Clinic 
Bob Ericson
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floyd Coui|ty 
Lifestyles

iFloyd County Friends 
o f the Library '̂ %

KALLIE ROGERS

Rogers to perform at 
Old Settlers Reunion

Kallie Rogers of Ralls, is sched
uled to participate in the "Pickin and 
Grinnin'" at the Old Settlers reunion 
to be held at 6:00 p.m.

Kallie is a country performer that 
has sang at area jamborees and the 
Cactus Theatre in Lubbock.

She is the granddaughter of Frank 
and Helen Breed.

Floyd County Friends of the Li
brary and Barnes & Noble Bookstore 
will host a book signing and recipe 
tasting for Lubbock cookbook author 
Carole Curlec Saturday, May 25 from 
1-4 p.m. at the First National Bank 
community room.

Mrs. Curlee has been cooking and 
collecting recipes since she was 12 
years old. Her recipes and cooking 
tips have been featured in the Lub
bock A-J. She is experienced in wed
ding consulting, church catering and 
has also been a consultant to several 
Lubbock restaurants and caterers. Her 
books have been distributed through
out the U.S. and in Russia, Japan, 
China, Denmark, Norway, and Spain.

Carole will be autographing her 
two most recent cookbooks, "A Ca
sually Catered Affair, or Who Forgot 
the Chocolate Cake," and "The Mexi
can Collection." Come and meet 
Carole and sample some of the reci- 
j>es from her popular cookbooks. You 
may reserve autographed copies by 
calling 983-5769 or 983-3126.

The Floyd Unit of the American 
C ancer Society met in regular 
monthly session on Monday, May 13. 
Officers were elected for the new year 
to begin September 1,1996. New of
ficers will be Beth Faulkenbeiry, 
Chairperson; Martha Lotspeich, Re
cording Secretary; Glenda Wilson, 
Treasurer; Sharon Hinton, Breast 
Cancer Detection/ Health Awareness 
Chairman; Mary Ann Rainer, Patient 
Services Chairman; Becky Ross and 
Tammy Shuping, Comprehensive 
School Health Education Chairmen; 
Melissa Long and Rebecca Davis, To- 
bacco/Smokeout Chairmen; Linda 
Matsler, Income Development Chair
man; and Margie Fowler, Shirley 
Morton, and Doris McLain, Volunteer 
Involvement Chairmen.

Other Board Members are Shelly 
Sm ith, Laura Turner, Kay 
Zimmerman, Nancy Bishop, Martha 
Farris, Mita Chavarria, Kacky Jack- 
son, Esterlene R atliff, Denise 
Holcomb, Cesali Ericson, Betsy 
Dempsey, Yvonne Thaxton, Jo Lynn

m
?>Flal D a y ,  M a y  2 7 |

if CONGRATULATIONS SUE,
on your B.S. Education Degree in Human Services and
Minor in Art from Wayland Baptist University.
You hung in there and reached your goal. We are proud 
of you and.. .  We love you.

Your Family

Lusk and Moore recite wedding vow s

A m e ric a n  C a n cer S o c ie ty  
Floyd Unit elects new o n cers

Dean, Julie Ellison, Flora McNeill, 
Freida Simpson, Edna Beth Tye, 
Olivia Mercado, Sara Coursey, Kcila 
Johnson, Sue Daniels, and Molly 
Stringer. Members of American Can
cer Society local Boards of Directors 
are volunteers in the community who 
participate in fund-raising events and 
cancer awareness education. Anyone 
in the community who is interested 
in volunteering to serve on the Floyd 
Board should call Shirley Morton, 
983-5541. The main fund-raising 
events of the Floyd Unit include the 
Christmas Brunch and the Spring resi
dential and business Crusade.

Board members present at the May 
meeting sent a letter to U.S. Repre
sentative “Mac” Thomberry encour
aging him to support Federal Drug 
Administration regulation of tobacco. 
The Board also expressed in the let
ter thanks to him for being one of only 
five of the Texas Congressional del
egation who have not accepted To
bacco PAC money.

Keri Dee Lusk and Jason C. Moore 
were united in holy matrimony Sat
urday evening, May 18, 1996. The 
ceremony was held at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Quaker Avenue Church of Christ in 
Lubbock with Stuart Smith, from Tur
key, Texas officiating.

The bride is the daughter of 
Raymond and Martha Sue Lusk of 
Lockney. She is the granddaughter of 
Wanda and Jack Jordan of Ketrville.

The bridegroom is the son of Monte 
Moore and the late Paulette Moore of 
Fort Worth, Texas.

Escorted down the aisle by her fa
ther, the bride wore a full length white 
satin gown with bodice and short 
sleeves trimmed in lace overlaid with 
white pearls. The four foot train was 
attached to the V-waistline and was 
accented with a bow.

The ceremony was performed with 
a background of a spiral candleholder 
and archway covered with garlands 
of blue and white flowers, votive 
candles and tulling. The pews were 
adorned with tulling with blue and 
gold bows and blue and white flow
ers. Votive candles and flowers ac
cented the lobby and the sides of the 
church.

Kay Lynn Lusk, of Lubbock, sister 
of the bride was maid of honor. 
Bridesmaids were Erin McEndree of 
Bryan, Tandi Mitchell of Austin, both 
friends of the bride, and Lauribeth 
House of Shallowater, cousin of the 
bride. The bridesmaids wore royal 
blue linen satin knee-length dresses 
with puffed sleeves, princess neck-« 
line, and straight skirt. They accented 
their attire with pearl necklaces and 
blue satin shoes.

Best man was Monte Moore, of 
Fort Worth, father of the groom.

Loô
•M ia 's

JONES
Greg and Channa Jones of 

Crosbyton, are proud to announce the 
birth of a baby boy. Pake Montgom
ery was bom on May 19th.

He was welcomed into the world 
by big brother Coby and big sister 
Skylar.

Maternal grandparents are Charles 
and Ruby Williams of Post. Paternal 
grandparents are Wayland and Mar
garet Jones of Floydada and great
grandmother, Frances McClure of 
Floydada.

MARTIN
Renee' and Virgil Allen Martin, of 

Pooleville, are proud to announce the 
birth of their daughter, Katelyn 
Camille Martin, bom March 8, 1996 
at 3:32 p.m. at Harris Methodist Hos
pital in downtown Fort Worth.

Their daughter weighed 4 lbs. and 
2 ozs., and was 17 inches long.

Katelyn has an older brother, Jake 
Allen Martin, who is 2 years old.

G randparents are Carla 
Blankenship of Dallas, and Peggy 
Martin of Saginaw, formerly of Floy
dada. Grand aunt and uncle are June 
and Don Wasoa of Plainview.

/  lo \e  a parade!  
See you there on 

Saturday!

The Doctor 
is working late!

Now you can get the same expert care from our physicians and nurses 
after normal business hours and on weekends.

In trcx tudng  conven ien t n ew  h o u rs (effective Oct. 23): 
Monday-Friday 8 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Saturday 9 a.m. -1 p.m.

(806)983-2875

Cogdell Clinic
a service of

@  University Medical Center
Where the experts are

Groomsman were Kenneth Hawley of 
Lubbock, Kirk Cowell of Houston, 
both friends of the groom, and Justin 
Osborn of Comanche, Texas, nephew 
of the groom. The groomsmen wore 
black tuxedos with black cummer-

MRS. JASON C. MOORE
(nee Keri Dee Lusk)

Portrait by Wilson Photography
bunds and black bow ties. The bride
groom wore a black tuxedo with a 
white cummerbund and white bow 
tie.

Flowergirls were Lauren and Callie 
St. John, of Amarillo, friends of the

bride. Ring bearer was Jacob Monds, 
of Van, Texas, nephew of the groom.

Ushers were Thad Lusk of 
Lockney, brother of the bride; Darryl 
M cEndm  of Bryan; Boyd Domings 
of Fort Worth; and Carl Teague of Fort 
Worth.

Jana Wofford registered guests be
fore the ceremony. Other attendants 
were honorary bridesmaids, Amanda 
Baldwin, Deborah Farr, and Karin 
Mullins. Honorary groomsman were 
Brook Reinohl, Mitch Reinohl and 
Jayson Lusk, brother of the bride.

Jason Curtis, Jennifer Tally, and 
Steve and Shawna Gomez provided 
music for the ceremony. Songs in
cluded "I Will Be There", "As For Me 
and My House", "How Beautiful", "If 
This Wall Could Speak", "Unity 
Candle Song", "Somewhere In The 
World Today", "The Wedding 
March", "Flesh of My Flesh", "Lord’s 
Prayer" and "Jesus Is The Answer".

The reception was held in the fel
lowship hall of Quaker Avenue 
Church of Christ in Lubbock. The 
bride's table covered with a royal blue 
tablecloth covered with lace, held a 
three tier wedding cake over a water 
fountain surrounded by six satellite 
cakes. The white cake was trimmed 
with blue flowers on a basket weave 
with scallops. The top was a Precious 
Moment's bride and groom figurine. 
At the groom's table, was a German 
chocolate cake, topped with a Pre
cious Moment's groom. Also on the 
groom's table was a cheese and fruit 
tree.

Following a trip to Branson, Mis
souri and Eureka Springs, Arkansas, 
the couple will be making their home 
in Lubbock.

T Ite U p s t a ir s  t h e a t r e
(The Drama Department of the First United M ethodist Church)

presents
T/ie A dven tu res o f  

Tom S a w yer
A  P la y  w ith  M usic

Jamie McGuire (Mary), Mary Ann Rainer (Aunt Polly), 
Eason Campbell (Sid), Josh Tipton (Tom Sawyer)

203 West Kentucky, Floydada  
(First United Methodist Church) 

on S atu ^ o9^ viay  25, M onday, May 27 & Tuesday, M ay 28 at 8:00 p.m. 
 ̂ Sunday, M ay 26, M atinee at 2:30 p.m.

Tickets are $5.00 for adults & $3.00 for students.
Tickets w ill be sold at the door only if seats are available.

D INN ER (optional) w ill be served at 7:00 p.m. before the 
three even in g  dates. Tickets are $5.00 per person and 

reservations m ust be m ade by 5:00 p.m. Friday, M ay 24.

Tickets are on sale a t CRH Systems - 
116 West California, Floydada - Phone 983-2445

For Inform ation call 983-3994 or 983-2247
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Floydada Senior Citizens
By M argarette Word
FLOYDADA - The center is open 

Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m. If you are 60 years or older this 
center is for you. If you plan to eat 
lunch please call 983-2032. This helps 
the cooks to know how much food to 
prepare.

Jim and I have been very busy these 
past few days because a grandson, 
Chase Carr, son of Charles and Ann 
Carr is graduating from Petersburg 
High School. We have attended the 
awards assembly, sports banquet. 
Baccalaureate and will attend com
mencement, Thursday, May 23. It is 
a very exciting time.

Remember this weekend is "Old 
Settlers" reunion. There will be an 
open house at the Floydada Histori
cal Museum and also the Floyd 
County Hesperian-Beacon will be 
having their 100th birthday party on 
Friday. Then Saturday, lost of arts and 
crafts and a lot of other activities 
through out the day will take place. 
Should be a good time to renew 
friendships because a lot of out-of- 
town people will be in town.

R.G. Dunlap spent several days in 
Harlangen visiting his daughter, 
Becky. They spent time in Old 
Mexico and Padre Island.

Frances and Peck Badgett's daugh
ter Anna and her husband Charlie 
Bursick of Cloud Croft, N.M. and two 
grandsons, Terry and Clint Morris and 
a friend Bobby Winters of Ft. Sumner, 
N.M. were all here last weekend.

We have a number of people who

are ill. They arc Queen Annie Lawson 
at Methodist Hospital; Melvin Terrell 
at St. Mary's; Trueman Kirk at a 
Houston Hospital; Randall King still 
in the hospital; Eula Mae Cates has 
been transferred from Lockney to 
Methodist Hospital in Lubbock, and 
Mac McNeill is still in Methodist.

Those that are home from the hos
pital are Madge West and Joyce 
Kimble.

Our sympathy to the family of 
Aldine Williams. His funeral was 
Monday, May 20.

Our sympathy to the family of Britt 
Britton. His services are pending.

Our sympathy to the family of John 
W. Grubbs. His funeral was Sunday, 
May 19.

"Thought for the Week" - It’s not 
the hours you put in that count, but 
what you put in the hours.

Menu
Monday, May 27: Baked ham, 

com, okra, tossed salad/Ranch dress
ing, biscuit, peach cobbler

'Hiesday, May 28: Salmon patty, 
blackeye peas, spinach, golden con
gealed salad, combread, sugar cook
ies

Wednesday, May 29: Roast beef, 
brown gravy, potatoes, zucchini, 
tossed salad, frosted cake, wheat roll

T h u rsd ay , M ay 30-: Fried 
chicken, mashed potatoes, turnip 
greens, white gravy, roll or combread, 
f̂ ruit crumble

Friday, May 31: Chicken fried 
steak, white gravy, corn, peas and 
carrots, hot roll, pineapple

f

MILLERS CELEBRATE 50TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY -C .M . 
Miller and Dora Ethel Alkire were m arried Saturday, May 18,1946, in 
Canyon. They celebrated their 50th Wedding Aimiversary Saturday, May 
18, 1996. Their children, Jerry  and Amanda Miller, Jimmy and June

We Salute In Floyddda

McGaugh, and grandchild, Jay McGaugh were present at the celebra-t^} 
tion. Everyone met at the Sportsman in Quitaque. They enjoyed a buffet 
meal of chicken, ribs, and chicken fried steak. Dessert was a beautiful 
50th Wedding Anniversary cake. Courtesy Photos

Lockney Senior Citizens
By Gladys Ragle
LOCKNEY - We had a very nice 

crowd on Thursday, May 16, with 59 
people attending and enjoying the fel- 
lo A'ship with each other.

We wish to thank Johnny Mosley 
and his family for coming and espe
cially Johnny for bringing us such a 
nice program. It was very touching. 
Come to see us again any time.

Thursday, May 16, was Elton 
Wylie's birthday and several of his 
relatives from out of town surprised 
him a noon at the Center to have lunch 
with him. Their niece. May Turner, 
also joined them and they all seemed 
to have a good time.

Arvie Newton had surgery Wednes
day, the 15th, and he is home doing 
pretty good.

As of press time, Mr. Duvall was 
still in Methodist Hospital of Lub
bock, undergoing tests.

Floydada receives visit 
from Texas Plains United

Texas Plains United enjoyed a 
Mystery Rally recently.

Only the host knew where they 
were going.

The first stop was at Olton for a 
delightful brunch at the Wild Plum.

Then on the Nazareth to see Saint 
Joseph Church and get its history.

Next stop was to Tulia on the Tulle 
Lake for a cookout. Then to the mu
seum and to eat at the E.L. Camino 
also to Kenneth Wyatt Studio.

They came to Floydada on Friday 
so excited to find some grass, yes, it 
had been watered! Lunch on Satur
day at the Lamplighter Hotel, in the 
afternoon the men visited Gene 
Lawsons shop to see the spray rigs 
which he and Rex are making, while 
the ladies enjoyed a tea party at Jo 
Davis' home.

15 trailers plus 2 more at the home 
were there, also several visitors. Af
ter devotional on Sunday, they went 
their separate ways to Lam esa, 
Shallowater, Slaton, and Lubbock.

Bill Glasscock was hoping to get 
out of Lockney Hospital on Monday.

Bennie Mack Rose was in Lockney 
Hospital.

We pray for all the sick in our com
munity.

Granny Taylor is spending some 
time in Plainview, with Sonny and 
Lois, until Arvie gets better.

"Weekly Words of Wisdom" - If 
you are trying to carve your way to 
the top, don't attempt to do so with 
cutting remarks.

Menu
Monday, May 27; Chicken strips 
Tuesday, May 28; Salisbury steak 
Wednesday, May 29; Chicken fried 

steak
Thursday, May 30; Chicken casse

role
Friday, May 31; Beef tips

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Thursday, May 23; Blake Kitchens, 

Sylvia Rendon, Tim Lipham, Sharri 
White

Friday, May 24: Bill Hall, Yadira 
Martinez, Nicole Odom 

Saturday, May 25; Ninfa Luna, 
Robert Lockwood, Robert Lee Luna, 
Frances C. Gonzales 

Sunday, May 26; Jake Graham, 
Janson Graham, Katy Crawford, Amy 
Abshier, Frances Hambright 

Monday, May 27; Vikki Yeary, 
Cassie Martinez, Angelica Reyes 

Tuesday, May 28; Mario Garcia,

Yolanda Cervera, Maria Rangel, 
Josephine Marie Luna, Linda Maria 
DeOchoa

Wednesday, May 29; Linda Irlis, 
Roland Hernandez, Letha Mulder, 
Michael Ramon Moreno

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY
Thursday, May 23; Jo Ann and 

Miguel Rangel
Monday, May 27; Mitch and Drew 

Ann Lloyd
Tuesday, May 28; Vince and 

Chantel Whitfill, John and Robbie 
Odom

Save $10.00
With a Year's Subscription

Buy a year's  subscription a t $16 .00  
N ew sstand prices of 500 for 52  w eeks  is $26 .00

f y ii,'

KITCHENS by Debby
Debby Ausmus. kitchen designer 

15 years experience
Lubbock: (806)797-5880 • Ralls: (806) 253-3174
Let us design your dream kitchen.

Do it yourself - or - Complete installation; Cabinets in all price ranges.

Cr^tUcUi
OM

*jUcU»*t
Cabisetry (sr Um HOME

Greenhouse full of 
Bedding Plants 

Trees 
Shrubs

Terra Cotta Pots
Thursday, Friday & Saturday 

Hours 10:30 to 6:00 
East Entrance -

Across from Senior Citizen's Building

LUNCH 
I SSERmi

Thursday. Mav 23rd
Chicken N Stir Fry 

Brownies 
Friday. Mav 24th

Lasagna
Apple Dumplings 

Monday. Mav 27th 
Closed for 

Memorial Day 
Tliesdav. Mav 28th 

Ham
Cherry Cobbler 

Wednesday. Mav 29th 
Beef Stroganoff 

German Choco Cake 
Thursday. Mav 3Qth 

Mexican Casserole 
Cookies N Cream Pie

COME & MEET 
Billy Sol Estes after the Old 
Settlers Parade on Saturday

Lamplighter Inn
102 S. 5th, Floydada 

983-3035

G ood A s O u r W brd.
Since the beginning, folks in West Texas have been doing business 
with their word and a hand-shake.

Digital Cellular, Good As Our Word 
in providing a rate package to fit your needs:

Value Plan f95
per month

includes the following:
♦  60 minutes of home airtime free
♦  35f per minute after the first 60 minutes

Executive Plan $0095
y j  ̂ t n

Pre ferred Plan sjeoo
JLkJ p

per month
includes the following:

♦  375 minutes of home airtime free
♦  24* per minute after 375 minutes
♦  Voice Mail is included \ îth unlimited 

mes.sage retrievals from the home area.
'permoMtb

includes the following:

♦  1-120 minutes @ 32* per minute
♦  121+ minutes® 25* perminute 

from the 1st minute.
♦  Voice Mail is included with unlimited 

message retrievals from the home area.

AllDCr rate plans are billed in adtvnce  
A S25 00aclim tion  fe e  is charged when establishing service.

All Digital Cellular plans include these 
great features at no extra cost:
♦  Detailed 6 Second Billing (after the first minute of each call)
♦  Toll Free Calls to Texas, New Mexico &

Oklahoma (from DCT's home area)
l^Call Forwarding
♦  Call Waiting
♦  Three Way Calling

For more information, call 1-800-662-8805 or see your local authorized agent.

IN FLO YDAPA: City Auto, Inc. • 201 E. Missouri * 806/983-3767 
Oden Cbevrolet-CHds • 221 S. Main • 806/983-3789

D i g i t a l  C e B u l a r
^  O  R  T E X A S

Box 53118 •  Lubbock, Texas 79453 •  1-800-662-8805 •  806-924-5432

i)
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Larry Benjam in  
recognized for 20 Floyd County Farm News
years as technician i-ecejyes Busincss/Professjonal Award

LARRY BENJAMIN

Larry Benjamin, soil conservation 
technician with the Floyd County 
Natural Resources Conservation Ser- 
vice recently received recognition for 

c the completion of 20 years with the 
service.

The recognition award was signed 
by Secretary of Agriculture Dan 

I 'iG l i c k m a n  and presented to Benjamin 
' by Wes Oneth, Texas State Conser

vationist fh>m Temple.

r

1996 Farm Bill Meeting
Floyd County will hold a producer meeting at 7:00 p.m. 

on Thursday, May 23 at the Massie Activity Center to dis
cuss the new Farm Bill (FAIR), payment, eligibility issues, 
and compliance requirements.

A meeting will also be held in Hale County at 9:00 a.m. 
on Friday, May 24 at the Ollie Liner Center in Plainview.

Conducting each meeting will be the County Excutive 
Directors, Extension Service Directors, and Ag Credit Man
agers from both Floyd and Hale Counties.

All producers are encouraged to attend either or both of 
these meetings.

Ronnie Hardin, President of the 
First National Bank of Lockney re
ceived the Business/Professional 
Award from the Region I Texas Con
servation Awards Program last Tues
day night. The awards program and 
banquet was held at the Plainview 
Country Club. The Floyd County Soil 
and Water Conservation District sub
mitted the entry . Regional I covers 
52 South Plains and Panhandle coun
ties.

The District submitted Hardin for 
the award based on his work and that 
of the bank in assisting the Floyd 
County SWCD program. The bank 
has assisted in donations for the dis
trict to use as "matching funds” from 
the State of Texas. The bank and 
Hardin is very involved in agriculture 
loans and farm programs and realize 
the importance of conservation. State 
of the art equipment for the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service to 
use within the district’s program was

secured from grants and much of this 
influence came from the bank.

Twenty-two people from Floyd 
County attended the awards banquet. 
Attending were Floyd County SWCD 
directors Leon Ferguson, Lindan 
Morris, J.O. Dawdy, Les Nixon, and 
Jon J. La Baume with the Floyd 
County Natural Resources Conserva
tion Service and their wives. Dora 
Ross, District secretary and technical 
assistant attended as well. Attending 
from the Lockney First National Bank 
were Ronnie Hardin, Mr.and Mrs. 
Claude Brown, and Mr. and Mrs. 
Phillip Glasson. Attending from the 
West Texas Bank in Floydada were 
Mr and Mrs. Paul Sharp and Mr. and 
Mrs. Victor Smith and Morris Wilcox, 
First State Bank in Silverton.

Approximately 200 were in atten
dance with Speaker of the House Pete 
Laney and wife Nelda Laney being 
the Masters of Ceremonies.

CONSERVATION AWARD PRESENTED-PrvMnting Ronnie Hardin 
with the Business/Professional Individual Award at the Region I Con
servation Awards Banquet was Dayton Elam of Seminole. Courtesy Photo

Install furrow dikes now to maximize precipitation

TCPB elects five new  
members for 1996-2002

In the fourth statewide election 
since the Texas Com Producers Board 
became a statewide entity in 1990, 
five board members were elected or 
re-elected in elections held in March 
and April. Each person elected will 
serve a six year term, or until the year 
2002.

Prior to the elections, the TCPB had 
divided the state into eight separate 
“voting regions” so that board mem
bers would more closely represent the 
com interest of a particular region of 
the state, and so that all Texas com 
producers would have representation 
on the Board. As there are 15 board 
seats on the TCPB, the voting regions 
are designed for each seat to repre
sent 1/15th of the total com produc
tion in Texas as reported by the Texas 
Crop Reporting Service. The Texas 
Department of Agriculture approved 
the voting region plan.

Winning the seat in Voting Region 
Two, which consists of Bailey, 
Oldham, Deaf Smitli, Parmer and 
Hartley counties in the Panhandle was 
Bert Williams of Farwell.

Winning the seat in Voting Region 
Three, which consists of Ochiltree, 
Lipscomb. Hutchinson, Roberts, 
Hemphill, Carson, Gray, Wheeler, 
A rm strong, Donley, Briscoe, 
Collingsworth, Hall, Childress, Hale, 
Floyd, Motley, Cottle, Hardeman, 
Wilbarger, Wichita, Clay, Montague, 
Foard, Archer, Baylor, Knox, King, 
Dickens, Crosby, Lubbock, Hockley, 
Cochran, Yoakum, Terry, Lynn, 
Garza, Kent, Stonewall, Haskell, 
Young, Jack, Wise, Throckmorton, 
Parker, Palo P into, Stephens, 

/ I Shackelford, Jones, Fisher, Scurry, 
'  ̂   ̂ Borden, Dawson, Gaines, Andrews, 

Martin, Howard, Mitchell, Nolan, 
Taylor, Callahan, Eastland, Erath, 
H ( ^ ,  Somervell, Comanche, Mills, 
Brown, Colem an, Runnels, 

' W  Glasscock, and Midland counties was 
Neal Burnett of Plainview.

Winning the seat in Voting Region 
Four which consists of Dallam county 
was Robert Young of Dalhart.

Winning the seat in Voting Region 
Five which consists of Sherman, 
Randall, Hansford, Moore, Potter and

LAWYERS 
600 Ash Street 

Plainview

The Uifi City is a nice 
place tip shop, hnt 

shoppiiifi at home is nicer.

Money spent here 
\ reates jobs and builds the 

community.

When yon buy, check our 
ads.

When yon want to sell, 
advertise tn our pn^es.

Swisher counties was Dee Vaughan 
of Dumas.

Winning the seat open in Voting 
Region Seven, in the coastal bend 
area was David Foehner of Boling.

The five new board members were 
sworn in on May 15,1996 during the 
TCPB's quarterly board meeting in 
San Antonio by Katie Dickie, Texas 
Department of Agriculture.

Over six thousand ballots were dis
tributed. The voting period was from 
March 25,1996 until April 22,1996.

The next election will be in the 
spring of 1998. There will be five 
seats up for election at this time.

No one knows when the next rain
fall will occur on the dry Texas High 
Plains; therefore, it makes good sense 
for area producers to keep furrow 
dikes installed in their fields to maxi
mize precipitation benefits when it 
does rain again.

Furrow dikes are small mounds of 
soil mechanically installed in the fur
row. Installation of these mounds of 
soil creates a small reservoir in front 
of each dam.

In most instances, area soil infiltra
tion rates are adequate to absorb small 
amounts of rainfall with little runoff. 
However, when rainfall occurs in 
amounts exceeding soil infiltration 
rates, the furrow dikes hold the water 
in place until it can soak into the soil.

“Water is the limiting factor in crop 
production in this area,” says Ken 
Carver, Assistant Manager of the 
High Plains Underground Water Con
servation District No. 1 in Lubbock. 
“It must either be obtained from pre
cipitation or by pumping ground wa
ter from the Ogallala Aquifer. Maxi-

Early termination for CRP 
acreage now being offered

From Texas Agricultural Exten
sion Service

An early termination program for 
farm acreage enrolled in the federal 
Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP) is being offered by the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture and is 
drawing keen interest across the state. 
Additional incentives included in the 
1996 federal farm bill make it impor
tant that farmers look carefully at this 
“early out” option before May 31, say 
economists with the Texas Agricul
tural Extension Service.

The decision is espiecially critical 
for High Plains farmers who have in 
the CRP some 45,(XX) acres of land 
with a history of high yielding com 
production, says Dr. Jackie Smith, 
professor and Extension Service ag
ricultural economist.

“The most complicating factor in 
deciding whether to use the early out 
is uncertainty about the future of the 
CRP program,” Smith said.

Producers who terminate their CRP 
contracts under this early out program 
can also sign up for and receive a tran
sition payment under the 1996 Farm 
Bill, the extension economist noted. 
But to receive the transition payment 
for 1996, a producer must file by May 
31 the request to terminate the CRP 
contract.

All landowners with a CRP con
tract that has a crop acreage base will 
be eligible to sign a production flex
ibility contract and receive transition 
payments for 1996.

“This means that for 1996 only, 
those who request the early out by 
May 31 will, if approved for termi
nation, receive most of their 1996 
CRP payment as well as their transi
tion payment under the new Farm 
Bill,” Smith said.

Custom
Pesticide
Appiication

[/ -A

Larry Ferguson
Home.........983-3820
Mobile___ 983-1820

mizing precipitation reduces the 
amount of withdrawal from the aqui
fer, reduces agricultural production 
costs associated with meeting crop 
water needs, and has the potential to 
significantly increase crop yields.”

A three-year study at the Texas 
A&M University Agricultural Re
search and Extension Center at Lub
bock indicated an average annual run
off of 2.73 inches from land with 
varying degrees of slope.

Keeping rainfall on the field rather 
than allowing it to flow into ditches 
and/or playa basins provides addi
tional water for crop use.

For every inch of water available 
above the basic water needs for plant 
development, cotton will yield 50 to 
100 pounds of lint per acre; grain sor
ghum will yield 300 to 400 pounds 
of grain per acre; and wheat, two to 
three bushels per acre.

The potential crop yield increase 
r^viiltimr from two to three inches of 
auuiuonaj water on conon couio in
crease production by 100 to 300

pounds of lint per acre, and grain sor
ghum production from 600 to 1,200 
pounds per acre. Other crops grown 
in the area should have similar yield 
increases when furrow dikes are used 
to retain similar amounts of additional 
water.

Producers should also remember 
that furrow dikes are especially effec
tive when used under a center pivot 
sprinkler system. The furrow dikes 
hold the irrigation water in place un
til it can soak into the root zone soil 
profile.

“Furrow dikes are the single most 
cost-effective conservation practice' 
that High Plains producers can imple
ment to increase crop yields and prof
its. Choosing not to use furrow dikes 
and subsequently pumping an amount 
of water from the Ogallala Aquifer 
equal to the average annual runoff of 
2.73 inches will cost the producer 
from $8 to $12 per acre. In addition, 
the water pumped this year from the 
Ogaiiaia Aquifer will not be available 
for use in future years,” said Carver.

\  I’ ^

Additional information about fur
row dike use is available by contact
ing the High Plains Underground 
Water Conservation District No. 1, 
2930 Avenue Q, Lubbock, Texas 
79405-1499 or by calling (806) 762- 
0181.

A Salute

Memorial Day 
Monday, May 27

“The incentive of receiving both 
payments makes it necessary to look 
carefully at the early out option be
fore May 31.”

The CRP program was initiated in 
1986 to remove from crop production 
acres that are classed as highly erod- 
ible. Landowners who signed con
tracts with the U.S. Department ol 
Agriculture to remove those acres and 
institute certain environmental mea
sures then received payments at the 
price contracted.

In Texas, 4.1 million acres were 
contracted with the CRP. More than 
800,(XX) acres of this was “nonbase” 
acres, on which historically the crops 
grown were not in federal crop sup
port programs.

“CRP land with a com base is the 
most likely to come out,” Smith said. 
Most of the cotton acres placed into 
CRP won’t qualify for the early out 
option because of erodibility restric
tions, he noted.

To be eligible for the CRP early out 
option, the land must have been in the 
CRP for at least five years, have an 
erodibility index of 15 or less, and 
meet certain other requirements. 
County offices of the USDA Natural 
Resources Conservation Service will 
determine which land qualifies. An 
application to terminate a CRP con
tract on eligible acres is filed at the 
local office of the USDA Farm Ser
vice Agency.

I^tay 
for

HARVESTING PRECIPITATION-Fuitow dikes help producers take 
advantage of the free moisture provided by Mother Nature. When rain
fall exceeds the soil infiltration rate, these small basins collect water and 
hold it in place until it can soak into the soil. Use of furrow dikes reduces 
the amount of ground water pumped from the Ogallala Aquifer, reduces 
production costs, and has the potential to increase crop yields. This will 
be particularly important if the current drought conditions extend
through the summer months. Courtesy Photo
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983-3770 - Dougherty

FIRST NATIONAL 
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ART WINNERS—These students were named winners in a recent art 
contest held at the Floydada High School. Students were judged on 
composition and skill demonstrated in the use of media and neatness. 
Shown here are: (back, l-r) M aria Gonzales, 2nd, Emilio Guzman, 1st, 
and Anna Whitfill, 3rd; (2nd row, l-r) 1st Honorable Mention Bobby 
Luna, 3rd Honorable Mention Linda Vargas and 4th Honorable Mention 
Katie Sanders; (front row) Alex Vellejo who won a ribbon for his work in 
pen. Whitfill also won 2nd Honorable Mention and Vargas and Guzman 
also earned ribbons. Forty-four students entered the a rt show and each 
student entered from 1-8 pieces of artw ork. Staff Photo

r-

A $5.00 DONATION
Entitles you to 
a chance for a

FLOYD COUNTY 
4-H EXCHANGE 

$500.00
Gift Certificate 

to Las Vegas 
from Travel World

Good June 1 - Dec. 1, 1996 
NO CASH VALUE 

VOID IF NOT TAKEN

FOR TICKETS CALL: 
983-4912 OR 652-3386

El Rancho
Restaurant

We Will Close at 3:00 p.m. 
Saturday, May 25

Buy one (1) order of Quacamole at regular 
price and get second (2nd) order for 1/2 pric^

(All Specials Good Saturday May 25 Only)

"Welcome to the Old Settler's Parade"
Ralls Highway, Floydada

1995 Lockney annual receives aw ards
LOCKNEY—The 1995 ediuon of 

the Lockney High School annual, The 
Roundup, received a Mark of Dis
tinction award from the Texas High 
School Press Association in compe
tition for over-all excellence.

Lockney placed fifth in lA to 4A 
schools. Tlie first four places went to 
Dallas Hillcrest, Dallas Highland 
Park, Canyon Randall and Corpus 
Christi Flower Bluff.

“As a complete package this is a 
very good publication,” said one of

Henderson  
earns degree

Cadet Michael S. Henderson, a col
lege sophomore at New Mexico Mili
tary Institute has been graduated from 
the college division with an Associ
ate in Arts degree. Henderson is the 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Bill W. Weir of 
Floydada.

During May 11 ceremonies, a total 
of 128 cadets were graduated with 
their junior college diplomas, having 
completed all New Mexico state re
quirements for graduation.

LCU awards degree 
to Evelia Gonzales

LOCKNEY - Evelia Gonzales of 
Lockney, was one of 174 students 
who participated in graduation exer
cises at Lubbock Christian University 
this spring.

Gonzales graduated with a bachelor 
of science in interdisciplinary stud
ies. She is the daughter of Antonio and 
Maria Elias, and wife of the late Rudy 
Gonzales.

She has been named to the Dean's 
List and the National Dean's List.

the evaluators for the statewide com
petition. “Theme and photography are 
very strong. The cover design is strik
ing and prepares the reader for what's 
to come.”

Co-Editors, Mark Todd Terrell and 
Coby Marr, received a third place for 
Theme Development. Terrell also re
ceived a third place and an honorable 
mention for Photopraphy. An honor
able mention for Layout Design was 
awarded to Federico Cervantes.

Staff members for The Roundup

included Terrell, Marr, Cervantes, 
Nino Garcia, Tiffany Ellison, Juan 
Com acho, M argee Mann, Mary 
Lindsey Poole, Lee Anne Gallaway, 
Shannon Veal, Michael Reynaga, 
Mandy Gallaway and Gerardo Luna. 
Lisa Mosley served as Staff Advisor.

Earlier in the year the Panhandle 
Press Association presented the year
book staff with the following awards:

First Place Awards:
Student Life Design - Coby Marr 
Opening Design - Chris Guerrero

GREAT TASTING REWARDS— Floydada Junior High students were 
treated to banana splits, courtesy of American State Bank, for their hard 
work on the accelerated reading program  during the year. The PTO 
served up the treats in the Junior High cafeteria.

ELS LAB W INNERS"Students from Lockney Elementary School ELS 
Lab who were recognized for their achievements were (front row, l-r) 
Ramon Ascencio, Kami Wilson, and Julia Robles; (middle row, l-r) .Melisa 
Hernandez, Krystal Castillo and Rachel Vega; (back row, l-r) Angel 
Salazar, Chano Naranjo, Jorge Arce, Kevin Hernandez and Ramond 
Castillo. Staff Photo

M aask e-M artin ez  
honored by Marines

Marine Cpl. Ernestina Maaske- 
Martinez, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Salvador N. Martinez of Lockney, 
recently received the Navy and Ma
rine Corps Achievement Medal.

Maaske-Martinez was recognized 
for her outstanding achievement 
while serving as activity coordinator 
with Marine Corps Security Force 
Company, Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. 
Maaske-Martinez was singled out for 
the award because of her superb ini
tiative and contribution in helping the 
command fulfill its mission.

With a Navy and Marine Corps 
Achievem ent M edal, Maaske- 
Martinez joins a select group of men 
and women who have demonstrated 
their outstanding ability to excel in 
serving on the Navy-Marine Corps 
team.

Pray  
for

Rain

Sports Page Design - Gerardo Luna
Second Place Awards:
Cover Design - Chris Guerrero
Organization Design and Cover 

Page Design - Federico Cervantes
Sports Photo - Mark Todd Terrell
Third Place Awards:
Feature Copy - Mandy Gallaway
News Photo, Feature Photo - Mark 

Todd Terrell
The Roundup received third place 

in sweepstakes at the PHSPA Confer
ence in November

L ockney 4-H  
club ends year

LOCKNEY - The Lockney 4-H 
club held their final 95-96 meeting. 
May 7,1996 at 7 p.m. in the Lockney 
Community Center. President Kaci 
Mathis called the meeting to order. 
Jeffrey Hunter led the Pledge to the 
American Flay. Tasha Powell led the 
4-H motto and pledge, followed by 
Gretchen Quebe with the inspiration, 
roll call, and previous minutes.

A mini-demo over supplies used t o ^ ^  
prepare steers for stockshowing w a s^ ^  
given by Cody Hayes and Holly 
Arjona. Old business was District 
Roundup and it's participants. Every
one was reminded about "thank-you" 
letters to the Adult Leaders Associa
tion for the awards given at Co. 
Roundup. New business included 
State Roundup, June 3-7. Summer 
camps were encouraged. (For more 
information, call Melissa or Jim Bob.)
The exchange group will be hosting 
Kansas, the week of July 15. The 
Achievement Banquet is August 18, 
1996. ■

May 31, begins the Beginner Quilt
ing Class for both boys and girls. 
Everyone was reminded of the sum
mer reading program at the library 
and of an SPS cooking school which 
is to be held July 9 and 10. The door 
prize was then given by Tyler Phillips 
and was won by Justin Steomer.

The new 1996-97 Lockney 4-H of
ficers included: President - Tim 
Mitchell; 1st Vice President - Sarah 
Martin; 2nd Vice President - Gretchen 
Quebe; 3rd Vice President - Melissa 
Schaeffer; Secretary/Treasurer - 
Leslianne Hickerson; Reporter - Kaci 
Mathis; Co. Delagates - Laci Aston 
and Lindi Miller.

Refreshments were then served and 
the meeting was adjourned.

AND THE WINNER IS--Monty Williams representing the First National 
Bank of Floydada, presented Clint Fyffe with a $50.00 savings bond. 
Fyffe won the savings bond after his name was drawn from all the stu
dents participating in the reading program and earning more than 100 
points.

LH S honor students nam ed
Continued From Page 1

ion Show and Share-The-Fun Contest 
and 2nd in the State Record Book 
Contest.

Cynthia was named to Who's Who 
in Math, English, Science and 4-H.

She earned the title of KCBD/Dr. 
Pepper Student Athlete of the Week 
and USAA All-American Scholar in 
Math, English and Science.

Salutatorian Brady Marr has been 
involved in many activities during 
high school.

He played Varsity Basketball for 
three years and was part of the Bi- 
District Team in 1995-96.

He was part of the Varsity Tennis 
Team and Varsity Cross Country 
Team for four years and was a re
gional qualifier in both.

Brady ran varsity track and was a 
member of the Sweepstakes Band as 
a sophomore and junior.

He was a delegate to the American 
Legion Boys State and a member of 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes. He 
was also a member and President of 
the National Honor Society.

Brady was student council repre
sentative for four years and class trea
surer for two years.

He has been chosen as the one Most 
Likely To Succeed, and named to 
Who's Who in Tennis, Computer Sci
ence and Math.

He was the State qualifier in Jets 
competition and participated in Mrs. 
Aufill's Math/Science Team for four 
years.

On the Math/Science Team, Brady 
has earned several honors, including: 
2nd in District Calculator (and 1st 
place team), 2nd in Regional Calcu
lator (and 3rd place team), and 3rd at 
State Calculator.

Brady has also been part of the 1st

place team in District Computer Sci
ence and on the 2nd place team in 
Regional Computer Science. He was 
also part of the 2nd place team in Dis
trict Math.

He was the state qualifier in TCEA 
computer programing.
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By Bill Gray
Five members of District 2-3A 

Champion F loydada have been 
named to the All-District Baseball 
first and second teams for 1996. The 
selections, picked by the district’s 
coaches and based on the regular 
season's performances of the players.

are equally divided among the 
district's six members. Floydada, 
Littlefield, Dimmitt and Shallowater 
each had three players chosen to the 
first team. Muleshoe and Friona each 
are represented by two players.

Whirlwind Monty Anderson, who 
shared the first-team catcher position

Eagles soar past 'Winds
By Bill Gray
FLOYDADA - The Sanford-Fritch 

Eagles combined power hitting with 
the 3-hit pitching of Garrett Brown 
to take a 9-3 victory over Floydada 
in a one-game Class 3A bi-district 
playoff at Canyon’s Conner Park on 
May 16. It was the second consecu
tive year for Brown to pitch the Eagles 
to a playoff win over the Whirlwinds.

The victory sends Sanford-Fritch to 
Lubbock’s O ’Banion Field for the 
area round of the playoffs against 
Graham, a 3-2 victory over Aledo last 

? week. District 2-3A champion Floy
dada finished its 1996 baseball cam
paign at 17-5.

District 1-3A continued its mastery 
^ v e r  2-3A as Perryton defeated 
^ lu le s h o e  6-3 to kick the Mules out 

in the bi-district round. It was the 
Rangers’ first playoff win in the eight- 
year history of the program. Perryton 
(21-7-2) next meets Iowa Park (23- 
6) at 6:00 p.m. on May 23 at O’Banion 
Park in Lubbock.

The Whirlwinds opened with a 
couple of runs in the top of the first 
inning on Neal Nelson’s 2-RBI single. 
Floydada left two men on base to end 
the threat. The Eagles countered with 
three runs in the bottom of the frame 
to take control. Although Brown 
walked seven Whirlwinds in the first 
three innings, the Eagle started 
settling down to hold Floydada to just 
three singles while earning the com
plete game victory.

Floydada starter Chad Hinkle gave 
up 3 hits and 3 earned runs before 
being relieved by Angel Aleman in 
the second inning. Aleman struck out 
7 (the same as Garrett Brown), but 
gave up 6 earned runs and 10 hits in 
his five innings of work.

Sanford-Fritch needed only four 
batters to tie the score and five to gain 
the lead, which the Eagles never re
linquished. Hinkle retired the first two 
batters he faced in the bottom of the 
first. The Eagles’ Jimmy Price fouled 
off three two-strike pitches before 
drawing a walk. Dustin Roberts 
brought in Price with a home run to 
left center, and Brad Mooring added 
another round-tripper three pitches 
later.

A single by Jason McClellan and a 
double by Price led to another Fritch 
run in the second inning. The Whirl
winds loaded the bases in the top of 
the third, and scored on a base-on- 
balls. However, Brown managed to 
strike out Hinkle and Joe Sanchez to 
end the Floydada rally. The Eagles 
crossed the plate twice in the bottom

of the frame.
Singles by Michael Mercado in the 

sixth inning and Blake Bramlett in the 
top of the seventh were the final Floy
dada hits of the game and of the 1996 
season, Brown aided his own cause 
by driving in Price, and Jason Adkins’ 
2-run homer moments later gave the 
Eagles their final margin of victory.

Coach David Kennedy was disap
pointed for several reasons. “First, we 
never want to be satisfied with los
ing,” said the second-year Floydada 
coach. "Secondly, we didn’t play as 
sharp as we are capable of playing. 
On the other hand, we have plenty to 
be proud of - we accomplished a lot 
this year. We won the district cham
pionship - which is a first for FHS in 
baseball. We had the best record (17- 
5) this baseball program has ever 
had."

The coach added, “I thought our 
kids were real scrappy. We never felt 
like we were out of the ball game. The 
difference was twofold. Number one, 
they didn’t make any mistakes and we 
made several - especially base run
ning. Number two, they really had a 
good day at the plate and we didn’t.”

Summing up the season, Kennedy 
stated, “We improved every day in 
some facet of the game. Finally, we 
had lots of FUN!”

Bill’s Notes
And, I have a feeling that "fun” is go

ing to extend... big time... into next year. 
Most of these same Whirlwinds will be 
back a year from now (with some ample 
help from some up-coming underclass
men). Make no mistake about it...the 
‘Winds are definitely on the baseball map. 
The new district alignment is going to lx 
tough, but Floydada will be right there 
with the Denver Cities, Brownfields and 
Seminoles!

Floydada
Sanford-Fritch

(Individual statistics) 
Floydada

AB R H RBI
Michael Mercado, cf 1 0 1 0
Monty Anderson, c 3 2 0 0
Tomas Barrientos, ss 3 0 0 0
Angel Aleman, rf/p 1 1 0 0
Nick Williams, pr 0 0 0 0
Blake Bramlett, dh 2 0 1 1
Neal Nelson, If 4 0 1 2
Chad Hinkle, p/3b 4 0 0 0
Joe Sanchez, 2b 2 0 0 0
Jason Henderson, lb 3 0 0 0
Jesse Sanchez, 3b/rf 0 0 0 0

Totals.... 23 3 3 3
Pitching 
Hinkle L (4-1) 
Aleman

King Crpsswofd
A C R O SS

1 Prod into 
action

5 Gumshoe
8 Navigator’s 

stack
12 Bruins star 

Phil
14 Rose’s lover
15 Almond 

confection
16 Win after win 

after win
17 Type units
18 Follow-up 

story
20 Playground

' piece
23 PC list
24 Reps, and 

Dems.
25 Looks
28 Jackie’s 

second mate
29 Hominy recipe
30 Help
32 Lowers
34 Puerto —
35 “Judith”

composer
36 Brothers
37 Loathing
40 Atl. 

counterpart
41 Summit
42 Aromatic herb
47 Land in the 

water?
48 Three digits 

after 1
49 Hardens
50 Firmament
51 Stench

DOWN
1 Prized 

possession
2 Explorer 

Johnson
3 Calendar abbr.
4 Quantities of 

bagels or 
rolls

5 Lagniappes
6 Greek H
7 Just says yes
8 Product model
9 Adhem’s son
10 Nuclear reactor
11 Hawk, in a way
13 Act the stoolie
19 Tackles’ 

teammates
20 Fat fann
21 Dictionary 

entry
22 Netman 

Nastase
23 Down East
25 Moses et al
26 Picnic

hamperer
27 Under the 

weather
29 “Pretty Woman 

actor
31 Two, in 

Tijuana
33 “Duck Soup” 

quartet
34 Quite ornate
36 Goya subject
37 Secretary 

of State 
under Reagan

38 Church area
39 He got the 

point across 
to his son

40 Quarry
43 Torah holder
44 Staff
45 Brother
46 Mai de —
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Answer on Classified Page 
This weekiy feature is brought to you by:

Plants & Stuff
Floydada 100 S. Main 983~5050

with Littlefield’s Trey Ensor, was 
named as the Player of Year (Most 
Valuable Player). Anderson led all 
hitters in 2-3A with an outstanding 
.463 batting average. The talented 
junior had 34 RBIs, 3 home runs, 4 
triples and 3 doubles. He also had a 
slugging percentage of .761 and a 
fielding percentage of .974.

Floydada’s Tomas Barrientos, the 
honor team’s shortstop, sported a .397 
batting average, a .603 slugging per
centage and a .914 fielding percent
age. Also a junior, Barrientos com
mitted only 8 errors in the 21-game 
schedule from his very active short
stop position.

R H E 
201 000 0 - 3 3 2
312 003 X - 9 13 2

1996 2-3A All-District 
Baseball Team

1st Team
Aaron Clark, Jr., Littlefield 
Jason Nino, Jr., Dimmitt 
Monty Anderson, Jr., Floydada 
Trey Ensor, So., Littlefield 

1B Chris Shannon, Jr., Shallowater 
Zeke Nino, Sr., Dimmitt 

I Aaron King, So., Friona 
1 Tomas Barrientos, Jr., Floydada 
I Tony Ortiz, So., Shallowater 
F Lance Looper, Sr., Friona 

Michael Mercado, Sr., Floydada 
Edward Olivas, Sr., Muleshoe 
Matt Martinez, So., Shallowater 
Davey McLelland, So., Littlefield 

r  Alfredo Gonzales, Sr., Muleshoe 
H Luis Nino, Jr., Dimmitt 

POY Monty Anderson, Jr., Floydada

2nd Team
Angel Aleman, Jr., Floydada 
Cody Favor, Sr., Littlefield 
Moses Reyes, Sr., Friona 
Todd Jordan, Jr., Shallowater 

1 Mitch McNeese, Fr., Littlefield 
1 Layne Kemp, So., Muleshoe 
> Zack Matthew, So., Dimmitt 
) Rodney Alanis, So., Muleshoe 
F Rusty Workman, Jr., Shallowater 

Neal Nelson, Sr., Floydada 
Jarrod Redwine, Jr., Muleshoe 

T Peter Garza, Sr., Shallowater 
H Jesse Mendez, Jr., Friona

W hirlwind senior M ichael 
Mercado, named 1st team outfield, 
batted .406, with 23 RBIs, 3 home 
runs and 4 doubles. Senior Neal 
Nelson, a repeater from 1995, was 
selected to the 2nd team outfield. 
Nelson batted .343 with 22 RBIs and 
9 extra-base hits.

Junior Angel Aleman, one of the 
2nd team’s three pitching selections, 
had a record of 6-2 (3-1 in district 
play) with an overall ERA of 5.04. 
He led the Whirlwinds in innings 
pitched (50), games started (8), and 
strike outs (59). Aleman also batted 
.412 with 32 RBIs, 9 doubles and a 
home run.

Whirlwinds receiving Honorable 
Mention to the select team were Chad 
Hinkle, Joe Sanchez, Jesse Sanchez, 
Jason Henderson, Nick Williams, 
Blake Bramlett and Chris Enriquez.

-

-O o

ALL-DISTRICT PLAYERS — Monte Anderson, Angel Aleman, Tomas 
Barrientos (back row); (front row) Michael Mercado and Neal Nelson.

Little Dribblers in post-season play
FLOYDADA -  The post season 

team of third and fourth grade girls 
Little Dribblers from Floydada 
competed in the Ralls Tournament 
on April 19 and 20. The girls beat 
Lorenzo on Friday evening and de
feated Post by four early Saturday 
morning.

An hour later, they played a fresh 
Ralls team for the championship. 
With 2 1/2 minutes to play in the 
third quarter, the team rebounded 
to come within two points of their 
opponents before losing by a slim 
margin.

Playing their final games in 
Slaton on May 10 and 11, three 
players fouled out playing a tough 
pressure defense against a larger 
player and the team was forced to 
play with only four players. In the 
face of adversity, the girls emerged 
with a one point victory over the 
Slaton team.

The team played three close.

[! W-l

3; ^2 l

1996 FLOYDADA 3RD AND 4TH GRADE 
LITTLE DRIBBLERS TEAM

hard games in six hours on Saturday. 
They lost to Ralls by two points 
thenbeat Lockney by 10. A heart

breaking one point loss to Slaton 
ended the season for the girls.

— Courtesy Photo 5-23p

IP H R ER BBSO
1.0 3 3 3 2 0
5.0 10 6 6 1 7

9 7  F -150  S u p e r c a b

W hen We Said O ur New  Fam ily Car 
Was Unlike A ny Other, We M eant It.

The new F-150 has been completely redesigned. It’s the only full-size truck with a standard 
third door. Plus, compared to Chevy or Dodge, the new F-150 has more head room, a higher 

maximum V-8 payload, and a larger pickup box. The new F-150, the best truck for work.. .and play.
It’s only at your Texas Ford Dealer, so hurry in today.

FLOYDADA FORD
-rh,rru.»o/r«a.- Ralls Highway, Floydada 983-3761

*
Texas Automotive 

Writers Association

FORD
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Obituaries

BRITT BRITTON
Services for L.D. "Britt" Britton, 

91, of Floydada were at 3 p.m. Tues
day, May 21,1996 at the First United 
Methodist Church with the Rev. Clark 
Williams, pastor, officiating. Burial 
was in Floydada Cemetery under the 
direction of Moore-Rose-White Fu
neral Home.

Mr. Britton died Sunday, May 19, 
1996 in Floydada Nursing Home in 
Floydada.

He was bom February 11, 1905 in 
Miles, Texas. He graduated from 
Floydada High School in 1922 where 
he was a star on the Floydada foot
ball team. He was there when the 
name "Whirlwinds" was adopted; and 
attended Way land Baptist. Mr. Britton 
married Ouida Bell July 22, 1928 in 
Silverton. She preceded him in death 
in 1974.

He worked for the City of Floydada 
on the first electrification. Rural Elec
trification (REA) which is now Light
house Electric. When he retired, he 
owned the Refrigeration Service Co. 
He was a member of the Volunteer 
Fire Department for over 20 years.

Mr. Britton served in World War II 
for 3 years, 2 months and 26 days. 
He served active duty in South Pa
cific Islands of New Caledonia, 
Guadalcanal, Guam and Bougainville 
with U.S. Naval Reserve, 53rd Con
struction Battalion. He was a mem
ber of the First United Methodist 
Church, past commander of Veterans 
of Foreign Wars, past commander of 
American Legion; past president of 
Senior Citizens Board of Directors; 
served on South Plains Advisory 
Council for the Aging in Lubbock; 
member of Disabled American Vet
erans. He delivered Meals on Wheels; 
and was a past member of Texas Ar
cheological Society.

He is survived by four nieces, 
Maxine Fry McCullough of Midland, 
Marilynn Fry Slough of Austin; 
Auralee Dumas M iddleton of 
Rockport, and Dorothy Dumas 
Campbell of Faribault, Minn.; a fos
ter son, Mike Carter of Midland; a 
number of grand nieces and grand 
nephews; and a special friend, 
Rebecca Smith of Floydada.

JOHN W. GRUBBS
Services for John W. Grubbs, 64, 

of Lockney were Sunday, May 19, 
1996 at 2 p.m. at Moore-Rose-White 
Memorial Chapel in Floydada. The 
Rev. Mike Holster of First Baptist 
Church, Floydada, officiated the ser
vice. Burial was in Floydada Cem
etery under the direction of Moore- 
Rose-White Funeral Home of Floy
dada.

Mr. Grubbs died Thursday, May 16, 
1996 at Mangold Memorial Hospital 
in Lockney.

Mr. Grubbs was bom on June 12, 
1931 to Raymond and Abbie Neal 
Grubbs. He attended Petersburg High 
School. He moved to Floydada in the 
1950's from Petersburg.

Survivors include five brothers, 
Charles Grubbs of Alvin, Tx., R.H. 
Grubbs of Brady, Tx., Jim Grubbs, of 
Floydada, Bill Grubbs and Neal 
Grubbs, both of Vernon, Tx.; four sis
ters, Eva Spencer of Stuttgart, Ar., 
Mickey Pimlott of Arlington, Tx., 
Shirley Moses of Sun City, Ca., and 
Georgia Thorne of San Jose, Ca.

MARY ALICE JENKINS
Services for Mary Alice Jenkins, 

95, of Savoy, Texas, were held 
W^nesday, May 22, 1996 at 4 p.m. 
in the Mullican-Little Funeral Chapel 
with Dr. Lowell Howard officiating. 
Burial will be at 2 p.m. Thursday, 
May 23 in Floyd County Cemetery 
with arrangements by Mullican-Little 
Funeral Home.

Mrs. Jenkins died Monday, May 
20, in Mullican Care Center.

She is survived by three daughters, 
Lila Taylor of Petersburg, Juanita 
Essary of Bells, and Norma WTieeler 
of Terrell, 15 grandchildren, 42 great
grandchildren, and 9 great-great
grandchildren.

GLADYS WIELAND MOORE
Funeral services for Gladys Moore 

were at 2 p.m. Monday, May 13,1996 
with the Rev. Andy Knight of Park 
Temple Baptist Church, officiating. 
Interment was in Grand View Memo
rial Park, Pasadena, Texas.

She was bom March 4, 1925 in 
Marquez, Texas. She died in her 
home. May 10, 1996, in Pasadena.

She moved with her family to Floyd 
County in 1936.

Survivors include a daughter, 
Brenda Ratner, of Pasadena, Tx.; two 
sons, Jimmie Carter of Houston, 
M iss., and Gregory C arter of 
McAllen; eleven grandchildren, and 
eight great-grandchildren; three sis
ters, Margarett Hill of Lakewood, 
Calif., Anna Bell Tlimlinson of Pasa
dena, Tx. and Dorthy Cummings of 
Floydada.

CLAUDE QUISENBERRY
Graveside services for Claude T. 

"C.T." Quisenberry, 71, of Plainview 
were at 11 a.m. Tuesday, May 21, in 
Parklawn Memorial Gardens with Jay 
Henderson and Marion Gion of 11th 
and Amarillo Street Church of Christ 
in Plainview officiating.

Arrangements are under direction 
of Lemons Funeral Home.

He died Sunday, May 19, 1996, at 
his home.

He was born Aug. 5, 1924, in 
Lockney. He m arried Bonnibel 
Cowart on Nov. 9, 1952, in Clovis, 
N.M. He attended Lockney schools 
and was a U.S. Army veteran. He 
moved to Plainview and was a mem
ber of the Veterans of Foreign Wars 
and the 11th and Amarillo Street 
Church of Christ.

He woiked in construction, retiring 
in 1986.

Survivors include his wife; three 
daughters, Tracy Grissom of Abilene, 
Patty Quisenberry of Plainview and 
Kristy Williams of Lubbock; a brother 
Norman "Sparky” of Chickasha, 
Okla.; three grandchildren; four step- 
grandchildren; and eight great-step- 
grandchildren.

C om m issioners au th orize  
signing of interlocal agreement

Floyd County Commissioners met 
in a called session on Tuesday, May 
21, to consider several items.

A motion by Jon Jones with a sec
ond by Lennie Gilroy authorized 
County Judge Bill Hardin to sign an 
interlocal agreement with the City of 
Lockney and the City of Floydada for 
sharing a vehicle to transport prison 
probationers to Floyd County on 
work assignments, ^ c h  entity will 
pay an initial $3000.00 towards the 
project and will be billed quarterly for 
a pro rated share of the expenses 
b a ^  on the number of miles each 
uses. All voted in favor.

Commissioners also authorized the 
judge to seek the advice of an attorney 
concerning an offer of a right of way 
easement from an attorney represent
ing Raz Ware. Judge Hardin indi
cated there are legal questions in
volved in the offer which need to be 
addressed prior to consideration by 
the court. Motion for the action came 
from George Taylor and was sec-

ALDINE WILLIAMS
Services for Aldine Williams, 73, 

of Floydada were at 4 p.m. Monday, 
May 20, 1996 at the First United 
Methodist Church with the Rev. Clark 
Williams, pastor, officiating. Burial 
was in Ca^'s Chapel Cemetery un
der the direction of Moore-Rose- 
White Funeral Home.

Mr. Williams died Friday, May 17, 
1996 in High Plains Nursing Home 
in Hale Center.

He was born July 14, 1922, in 
Floyd County. He graduated from 
Floydada High School and attended 
Ibxas Tech University. Mr. Williams 
married Wanda Huckabee, May 27, 
1948 in Lubbock. He was an insur
ance salesman and farmer.

Mr. Williams served as past presi
dent of the Lions and Rotary Club. 
He served on the City Council, the 
Old Settler's Committee, and the hos
pital board for 18 years. He was a 
member of the Chamber of Com
merce, the Fire Department, and was 
President of the Methodist Men. He 
was a member of the First United 
Methodist Church.

He is survived by his wife, Wanda; 
one son. Dean Williams of Floydada; 
two daughters, Sara Hinsley and 
Linda Hinsley, both of Floydada; one 
sister, Mrs. J.T. Freeman of Amarillo; 
six grandchildren and four great
grandchildren.

Pallbearers were Chad Hinsley, 
Todd Hinsley, Zach N utt, Tim 
Lipham , M ichael H insley, Kim 
Hinsley, Brandon Carroll, and Jimmy 
Brumfield.

The family suggests memorials be 
made to the First United Methodist 
Church or the Hospice of the Plains.

JOHN WADDINGTON
Services for John K. Waddington, 

61, of Lubbock were at 3:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, May 22, 1996, at 
Resthaven Funeral Home Chtq^el with 
Ted Dotts, chtq>lain at Methodist Hos
pital, officiating.

Masonic graveside rites were at 
Resthaven Memorial Park.

Waddington died Monday, May 20, 
1996, at Methodist Hospital.

He was born April 27, 1935, in 
Floydada. He graduated from Lub
bock high School and attended Texas 
Tech. He was a U.S. Army Reservist 
and a member of the Lubbock Ad 
Club, Mackenzie Masonic Lodge and 
the Scottish Rite. He was a master ma
son and Rotarian, and he was a former 
member of the Downtown Lions 
Club. He married DeeDee Baty on 
May 3, 1985, in Las Vegas, Nev, He 
was a methodist.

He had served on the original board 
for "Drug Free Lubbock," and her 
served on the United Way Board and 
various committees.

Survivors include his wife; a son, 
Kevin of Fort Worth; three daughters, 
Carrie Martin of Denver, Colo,. Tami 
Woods of Seymour and Brooke 
Brashear of Lubbock; a sister, 
Kathryn Marie Bradbury of Lubbock; 
and five grandchildren.

E M S
we’ie

t h e r e  f o r

This
Week's

Announcements
FLOYDADA BASEBALL 
OPENING DAY 
The public is invited to a Baseball 

Opening Day Ceremony, Thursday, 
May 30, at 7 p.m. at the baseball park 
in Hoydada.

BIKE-A-THON SLATED 
Join the fun at the St. Jude 

C hildren 's Research Hospital 
"Wheels For Life" Bike-A-Thon, Sat
urday, June 1st at Lighthouse Elec
tric Cooperative from 9 a.m. until 
noon. Great individual prizes avail
able! Pick up a registration form at 
the Floyd County Extension Office.

FLOYD COUNTY FRIENDS 
OF THE LIBRARY
The Floyd County Friends of the 

Library are collecting books for a 
used book sale to be held Saturday, 
June 8. Books may be left at Lowe's 
Pay-n-Save or Payne's Pharmacy or 
call 983-5769 or 983-3126 to have 
your donation picked up.

DIABETIC SUPPORT GROUP 
There will be a Diabetic workshop 

every Monday evening in the cafete
ria o f the M ethodist Hospital in 
Plainvew at 7 p.m. There is no chai^ . 
The topic for the May 27th workshop 
will be "Ketoacidosis" by Helen 
Teeple, R.N.

HOMECOMING T-SHIRT 
LOGO CONTEST 
The 1996 Homecoming Commit

tee is sponsoring a "logo" contest for 
the front of the '96 Homecoming t- 
shirts. Everyone is encouraged to par
ticipate! If you are interested, please 
contact Jeanine Helms at 983-2130 or 
983-2021.

RURAL NURSE 
RESOURCE, INC.
Rural Nurse Resource, Inc. (RNR), 

a nonprofit organization that provides 
health and safety education, will have 
an American Red Cross community 
CPR/First Aid Class on June 1,1996. 
The class will be from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
It will be held at RNR's office and 
training center in the NE wing of the 
closed Caprock Hospital building lo
cated at 901W. Crockett in Floydada. 
F<» more information or to sign up, 
call 983-8096.

RURAL NURSE 
RESOURCE, INC.
Rural Nurse Resource, Inc. (RNR), 

a nonprofit organization that provides 
health and safety education, will have 
a Certified Nurse Aide (CNA) Class. 
The CNA class will train individuals 
to care for patients in the Nursing 
Home, Hospice, Home Health, and 
private care setting. It is 6 weeks long 
and is limited to 12 students. The 
course starts on Saturday, June 1, 
1996 with a Community CPR/First 
Aid Class. Registration began on May 
2, and will last through May 24.

CNA classes will be held at the 
RNR office and training center in the 
NE wing of the closed Caprock Hos
pital building located at 901 W. 
Crockett in Floydada. To receive an 
application packet or for more infor
mation call RNR's office at 983-8096.

CITY OF LOCKNEY 
The City o f Lockney has an

nounced that the drive-up window is 
now open for business.

BLOOD PRESSURE CHECKS 
There will be free blood pressure 

checks, Saturday, May 25, at the 
Homestead Home Healthcare, at 208 
South Main, Floydada.

M EM ORIAL SERVICE
NAMES NEEDED
Anyone who has had a reladve who 

has died and not been mentioned in 
the obituaries in the Lubbock paper 
or this newspaper, should contact 
Flora McNeill, at 983-3911, so the 
name can be included in the Old Set
tlers memorial service.

ALCOHOLICS
ANONYMOUS
Alcoholics Anonymous and Al- 

Anons meet each Tuesday night at 
8:00 p.m. Anyone wanting the loving 
fellowship of men and women who 
can share their experience, strength 
and hope are welcome. Meetings are 
held in the County Extension Build
ing, at the north end of the building. 
Anyone interested may call 983-3635 
or 652-3546 ^

BLOOD PRESSURE CLINIC
Free blood pressure clinic is held 

in the community room of the First 
National Bank in Floydada ever^ j^  
Ttiesday from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. E v ^ ^  
eryone is welcome.

VETERANS SERVICE
OFFICER AVAILABLE
Veterans Service Officer Ralph 

Jackson is available in the county 
courtroom on Friday afternoons from 
1:00 to 5:00 p.m.

WEATHER 
Courtesy of Energas
DATE HIGH LOW

May 15 106 70
May 16 102 73
May 17 101 76
May 18 100 73
May 19 106 75
May 20 88 74
May 21 91 63

County residents can protest property appraisals
Property owners in the Floyd 

County Appraisal District will have 
an opportunity "later this month," to 
protest proposed appraisals of their 
property for local taxes. The district's 
appraisal review board (ARB) will 
begin hearing taxpayer protests on 
June 11,1996.

After the ARB concludes its hear
ings and approves final property ap
praisals, local governments will use 
these appraisals to assess property 
taxes for 1996.

The ARB is a group of citizens who 
live in the appraisal district and who 
are appointed by the district's direc
tors. Their responsibilities are out
lined by the Texas Constitution, 
which requires that property be ap
praised equally and uniformly and 
that exemptions and productivity ap
praisal be properly granted.

Property owners may appeal before 
the ARB to protest any of the follow
ing appraisal office actions:

* the appraised or agricultural value 
of the property;

* unequal appraisal of the 
taxpayer's property compared to other 
property in the district;

* inclusion of the property on the 
appraisal records;

* denial of a partial exemption, 
such as a homestead exemption;

* denial of agricultural-use, open-

space or timber productivity ap
praisal;

* determination that agricultural or 
timber land has had a change of use 
and is subject to a rollback tax;

* identification of the taxing unit 
or units in which the property is lo
cated;

* determination that the taxpayer 
is the owner of the property;

* any other action of the appraisal 
office ̂ a t  adversely affects the prop
erty owner.

Shelia Faulkenberry, chief ap
praiser for the district, outlined the 
steps by which a property owner files 
a protest. First, the property owner 
must file a written notice of protest 
with the ARB. This must be filed by 
May 31, or within 30 days after the 
taxpayer is mailed a notice of ap
praised value by the chief appraiser, 
whichever is later.

However, if the ARB sends a prop
erty owner a notice of any other kind 
of change in the appraisal records, or 
if the chief appraiser issues a notice 
for a property omitted in the prior 
year, the property owner has 30 days 
from the mailing date to file a pro

test.
The sample appraisal notice illus

trates key information for a property 
owner. Any property owner is encour
aged to contact the appraisal district 
to discuss any question.

Faulkenberry added, "If you did not 
get a notice and want 1996 informa
tion about your property, please call 
the appraisal district at 806-983-5256. 
The general deadline for protesting to 
the ARB is May 31 for this year.

Here's what to look closely at on a 
NOTICE OF APPRAISED VALUE: 
Check current owner name and mail
ing address. Review the property le
gal description for any error. Agree 
or disagree with the proposed value 
on the land, building(s).

Check if  correct exem ptions 
granted; if not, apply with appraisal 
district.

File 8 written protest with the dis
trict by May 31 if disagree with some 
action.

Read other items on notice that are 
required by law about property taxes.

Talk to district about any questions. 
Call (806) 983-5256.

onded by Connie Bearden.
Following approval of the Juvenile 

Board for the Floyd County Sheriffs 
Department to transport juveniles, 
the court unanimously voted to adopt 
the recommendation of the Juvenile 
Board. Under recent legislation, both 
entities must authorize the depart
ment to transport juveniles. Motion 
was made by Bearden and seconded 
by Jones.

The court scheduled a session for 
Friday, May 24, at 11:00 a.m. to 
consider advertising for bids on a new 
base station and duplexer for the inter 
city radio communications system. A 
new air conditioner for the building 
housing the equipment was also dis
cussed.

One farm work contract, #1627, 
was approved for Warren Mitchell in 
Precinct 2 to have a pit dug an old 
improvements buried to return land to 
cultivation. Site of the work is 4 1/2 
miles south of Lockney on FM 378 
and 1 1/2 miles west.

PLEASE JOIN US
May 29 - June 2,1996  
Wednesday-Sunday

Wednesday • Saturday 7:30 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. 
Sunday -10:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.

Theme for Meeting
"ENCOUNTERING CHRIST"

Grady Bryan preaching 7:30 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. 
except Saturday

Wednesday - Confrontation 
7:30 a.m. - Preparing for the Encounter - "Repent"

8:00 p.m. - "Religions Encounter With Christ"
Thursday - Healing Hurts 

7:30 a.m. - "Jesus Touches People"
8:00 p.m. - "Healing For Sinners"

Friday - A New Purpose
7:30 a.m.. - -"From Tax Collector to Benevolent Giver""

8:00 p.m. - "From DerTK>ns to Preacher"
Saturday • Encounters With Christ 

7:30 a.m. - "When Jesus Comes Home With You"
Jared Mosley, speaking 

8:00 p.m. • "On The Road To Damascus*
Clay Johnson, speaking 

Sunday - Encountering Chriet Today 
10:30 a.m.-*Uunderstanding The Cross On The Way To Emmaus" 

1:30 p.m. - "I Want To Know Christ"

Church of Christ
West College & 3rd, Lockney

June 3 - 5  
10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

5 years - 6th grade
Bring a sack lunch

CITY PARK 
CHURCH OF CHRIST

at 5th and Tennessee, Floydada

For rides or information call: 
983-2570 or 983-2681



Thursday, May 23,1S>96 - The Floyd County Hesperian-Beacon - Page 11

THE C L H S S IF IE D S
ANTIQUES

GENERATIONS ANTIQUES 
Old SeKlers Day Sale. Generations An
tiques. 118 W. California. Floydada, 983- 
6433. Opened Monday and IXiesday 9:30 
to 5:30. We buy and sell.

5-23c

AUTOMOTIVE FOR SALE
FOR SALE -  1993 Cheyenne GMC. 
Black, good condition. Call 983-3952.

5-30p

BEDDING PLANTS
PLANTS, PLANTS, PLANTS! Bedding 
plants, house plants, shrubs, trees, pot
ting soil, pots, seeds, etc. Open 8:00 a.m 
to 5:30 p.m. Monday, Wednesday, Thurs
day, & Friday. Open late Tbes^ys and 
from 10:00 - 3:00 Saturdays. 100 S. 
Main, Floydada.

tfc

BUILDING MATERIALS
SEL BUILDINGS-2% Over Fac- 

5ry Cost, Straightwall or Arch. 1-800- 
973-3366.

6-6p

CARDS OF THANKS

The family of Thelma Jones wish to 
express their love and appreciation for 
the beautiful services by Brother 
Farnsworth, Mike Holster, and Roberta 
Hardin. The food served in the home and 
the bountiful meal served to the family 
at the church was greatly appreciated by 
the family. The many cards and memori
als given in memory of Thelma are ap
preciated. May God bless each one.

Clara Martin 
Marie Tardy, Sisters 

Nephews and Nieces

CARDS OF THANKS

To the families and parents of
Katya Vega
Suelema Saldena
Mandi Wood
Melissa Dunlap
Alyssa Bennett
Kimberly Bennett
Erica Williams
Amanda Green
Kristy Hale
Thra McCandless
1 just wanted to "officially" thank you 

for allowing me to have this month and a 
half with your beautiful daughters, nieces, 
granddaughters, and sisters. I have had a 
great time with them and love each one 
of them very much. I am so proud of these 
girls and what they have accomplished in 
a short time. They endured 100+ tempera
tures to practice at City Park and never 
complained. They worked so hard to im
prove their skills.

You must be as proud of them as I am. 
These girls are Floydada's future and I 
hope you stay behind them as much in 
the future as you did for us this week. 
Thanks for the support and help and posi
tive influence on these girls. To Amanda, 
Tara and Kristy-1 can never thank you 
enough for myself and these girls for giv
ing up your afternoons and weekends for 
us. You girls are truly remarkable and have 
made a major impression on seven little 
girls.

Betty Ann 
5-23p

We would like to thank each of you for 
your prayers, car and concern for Gary 
through his illness and death. We also 
express our thanks for the comfort you 
have given each of us. May God bless 
each of you.

The Jamagins 
Shannon, Mandy, Sammie Kay 

Joe Mack, Nancy and Glenn

The Classified Ad Deadline 
is Tuesday at 3:00 p.m.

All classified ads must be 
paid in advance.

Rates: 20  ̂per word first insertion 
($2.50 minimum); 150 per word for 
additional insertions ($1.50 mini
mum). Ads ii&y be placed at the 
Lockney or Floydada Office.

To the community of Floydada
All of the health care teams who par

ticipated in the May 5th Health Fair thank 
you for making it a success.

Lifestyle Chiropractic Clinic, David Z. 
Martin, D.C.; Roydada Police Depart
ment , (Thief James Hale; WIC, Rita Green 
and Amanda Torres; Caprock Community 
Action Association, Josie Martinez; 
Cogdell Clinic, Bob Ericson, administra
tor; Crosbyton Clinic Hospital Home 
Health, Jane DeLeon, LVN; Total Home 
Health, Mary Cervantes, RN; Homestead 
Health Care Services, Terrese Guerra, RN; 
Rural Nurse Resources, Sharon Hinton, 
RN; Floydada Nursing Home, B.A. Hyatt, 
adminstrator; United Professional Com
panies, Inc.; Respiratory Therapy, 
Raylcnc Pruitt, (TRIT; Hospice of Lub
bock, Lee Battey, RN; Lanay Medical 
Supply, Jake Galvan, Mannatech Inc., 
Nutraceutic^ls, Bob and Sharon Mclntire; 
National Farm Life Ins. Co., Lee Ward, 
agent; Highland Regional Diabetes Cen
ter, Gloria Valdez, RN, BSN Director; 
Texas Clown Association, Sue Daniels;  ̂
and Ethelen Vernon; Manuel Ochoa, 
Barker; Linda Beaty, LVN.

5-23p
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ANTIQUE AUCTION EU
ROPEAN fumiure Smalli, 
Saturday June I & 2 at 2PM. 
No buyen premium. Highway 
190 Weu, Onalaika, Teiai, 
Lakeahoie Reton. Call 1-409- 
646-S850, Granny Giil’i  An-
ti«loe«.___________________
SCOTT ANTIQUE MAR
KET, adjacent north A south 
fadlitiea, 2,4(X) booth* - June 
7-9,2nd weekend every month, 
Atlanta ExpoCenten - Atlanta, 
Georgia, 1-28S at Jonesboro 
Road. 614-569-4112.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
FRITO LAY/HERSHEY 
same. ExoeHeiU cash buainesf, 
Kipkyal snBs.no*dlinginvolved. 
$ 1300 per week polcmial, mini
mum investineiU$4,(XX)t I-8(X>- 

^R7-6430, open Sun.-Fti 
lE D IC A L  BILLING  

-TART your own business. 
ProoeM health insutatioeclainu 
efectroncially. No exp. req'd. 
Bxc. Income potential. Invest
ment $3,495-$7,995. finane- 
ing avaU. NCS 1-800-207- 
3711, ext. 674._____________

DRIVERS WANTED
CDL-GET HOME weekly: 
now hiting, legianal opportuni
ties. Mid westaitd East c o ^  trac- 
kuArailer, vara and flats. First 
day health, 91% conventianal 
fleet, fun benefits. Werner Enter- 
psises. l-gOO-346-2818. 
DALLAS A MAVIS needs 
owner operators for a power 
only division pulling new 
empty trailers. (Jass A CDL 
and 1 year OTR verifiaUe ex- 
perience. 1-800-648-2424. 
DRIVER COMMITMENT 
MEANS: Top teams earn 
$104.000/year.$2,000sign-on 
bonis,'94omewerFreightliner 
Convenbotuds, excellent ben
efits. (Tonventnt Transport: 1- 
800-441-4394; Graduate stu- 
denu; 1-800-338-6428. 
DRIVER - FEW DO it better 
than Burlington...great pay/ 
benefiu, late model equipinent, 
generous bonus program*. Ex- 
perience/owner operators/in 
experienced drivers. Burling
ton Motor Carriers. 1-800-
JOIN-BMC EOE._________
DRIVERS - SING LES/ 
t e a m s  - OA) lease program - 
no money down. Must meet 
do t  requirement. Late model 
walk-in. Call Arctic Express
1-800-927-0431.___________
DRIVERS WANTED. E.L.
Powell A Sons, TVilta, OK. We 
offer late m o ^  equipment, 
good insurance, mileage pay. 
One year verifiable flat b ^  
experience. 918.446-4447. 1-
800-444-3777.____________
EXPERIENCED CDL

DRIVERS. Home on week
ends. Above average pay. Hos- 
pstaL Dental, 401 K  ^ e ty  bo
nus. Stop pay A odier beriefits. 
Call Dawn 1-800-356-2901. 
RAPID FREIGHT OF 
Texas; a Texas based carrier 
seeking OTR teams A singles 
90% of fleet 95** or newer. 1-
800-607-5695.____________
QUALIFIED DRIVERS: 
DRIVERS that want mfle». 
Drivers that want top equip- 
menL S250.00 sign-on bonus. 
If you want these call 1-8(X1- 
762-8010, Ext. 21.
TRUCK DRIVERS 
NEEDED to operate 48 states. 
No Catwda. Haul dry fieighL 
No Haz-Mat. Excellent pay A 
benefiu. Minimum 1 yr. OTR 
experience. Call Contiiienul 
Express l-8(X)-695-4473.

EXCHANGE STUDENTS
GERMAN STUDENT AND 
OTHER Scandinavia, Euro
pean, South America, Asian, 
Russian exdunge suidmts ar
riving in August. Beconne a host 
fimily/AlSE 1-80OS1BL1NO.

FINANCIAL SERVICES

CARDS OF THANKS

Highland Regional Diabetes Center 
would like to Thank the community of 
Floydada and all the agencies that partici
pated in The Health Fair, Sunday, May 5, 
1996. Thanks to all of you it was a hugh 
success.

Staff:
Terry Weaver, RN BSN 
Gloria Valdez, RN BSN 

Rita Garnett, R.D. L.D, Director of 
Diabetes Program 

Nibia Rodriguez, MD

FINANCIAL HELP! ALL 
credit conditions accepted, 
bankniptdes. 48 hr process
ing. Reiduce mthly pymu 30- 
6Mb. Money for all purposes. 
Call nowl 1-800-803-9849. 
FREEDEBT CONSOLIDA
TION. Immediate rebefl Too 
many debu? Overdue Inllt? 
Reduce monthly payments 
30%-50%. Reduce interest 
Stop collection caller*. Restore 
credit. NCCS, nooprafit. 1-
8(X)-955-041^____________
INVESTORS WILL BUY or 
snvest in small burinesslFcrfree 
infotmation: Send $7 poatage A 
hMuflinguxUniiedSttiesBusi- 
neu Owners Association. 11999 
KjtyFrecway,Soiie#150.Hou*-
lon.TX 77079.____________
LUMPSUM CASH for your 
owner financed real esute 
notes. Closing cosu paid. Free 
quotes. We also do home mort
gages and refinance*. Call 
nowl 1-800-687-8726. 
NOfTES, ANNUITIES, LCfl  ̂
TERlES.Reoeivingpaymenu7 
Get cruh nowl Colcnial Hnan- 
daL Ihe itatianwide leader sinoe 
1984. l-80(>969-120a

PENTiTjr̂ ? I 3 3 C O M -  
PUTER, name brand, used 30 
days, 16 MB RAM, KXX) MB 
harddtive, CDROhL complete 
less monitor, remaining war
ranty. S1.475. P90 also avail- 
able. 1-888-654-321Z 
PRESSURE CLEANERS 
PSI 1I50-S99; 1SOO-S299; 
2(XX)-n39;3500-S899; Honda 
conttartor 4000-S1199: com-

In the loss of John Grubbs,
Thank you for all your kindness shown. 
Dr. Stewart and all the ladies at Mangold 
Memorial Hospital. Thank you Paul, 
Becky, and Placido of the EMS for help
ing me and Becky when we needed it. 
Thank you, Mike Holster, for a special 
service you gave for John. He loved 
people like you because like you said, 
"God made John to help us to take time 
to stop and be thankful." I know he did 
appreciate you and all the staff, residents 
and other good people that visited the 
Floydada Nursing Home. 1 called it the 
Holiday inn for John.

Thanks, 
Mary Poole

FOR RENT

Floydada
3 BEDROOM house for rent. 512 W. 
Jackson. 983-5934.

5-23p

Lockney
2 BEDROOM, one bath. $250.00 per 
month. $100 deposit. No pets. References 
required. 407 SW 2nd in Lockney. Call 
293-4050.

5-23c

Other
FOR RENT ”  3 Bedroom, 2 Bath house, 
in Providence community. $375.00 per 
month plus deposit. Call Pat Thornton, 
Day, 293-4488 or Night, 296-2031.

tfn

GARAGE SALES

GARAGE SALES 
Floydada

GARAGE SALE -  Friday, May 24,9:00 
a.m. until 7 723 W. Kentucky.

5-23p

GARAGE SALE ~ 1209 S. 3rd. Fnday 
8-1. Furniture, clothes, baby things, misc.

5-23p

pletc, factory direct, tax free, 
lowest prices, catalog, 24 hours.
1-800-W1-9274.___________
STEELBUILDINGS, 40X34 
was $6,980 balance $3,675. 
50x90 was $13,760 balance 
$9,460. Mutt tell ask for Don.
1-800-292-0111.___________
WOLFF TANNING BEDS. 
Tan at home. Buy direct and 
tavel Cottunercial/home unit* 
from $199.00. Low motahly 
paymenu. Free color catalog. 
Call today 1-800-842-1305.

HEALTH
RAPID WEIGHT LOSS. 
"Only $17.95.” Bums fat, calo
ries, stops hunger. Lose 3-5 
pounds/rveek. Money back guar
anteed. Call for Wonnation. 
United Pharmaceutical \-90O- 
733-3288 (CO.D.% accepted).

REAL ESTATE
50.4 ACRES.BETWEEN Del 
Rioand Rockipringt. Deep can
yon, beautiful views. Deer, ur- 
key,jawelina, quail, doves. Only 
$315/AC, d o w  payment, 
owperterm*. 210-792-4953. 
BARGAINS ON GOVERN
MENT foreclosed homes. Save 
up to 50% or more. Minimum 
or no down payment. Delin
quent tax prapertiet, repos told 
this month. (2all now for lisul 
1-800-338-0020 ext. 299. 
DESTIN, SOUTH
WALTON. Enjoy sandy white 
beaches, crystal dear water, 
shopping, fishing, golf A res
taurants. Beadifront A 
gulfview units. Newman - 
Dailey Resort Propertie*. Iric., 
1-800-225-7625.
GOT A CAMPGROUND  
membership or timeshare? 
Well take k. America's most 
successful resort resale dear- 
inghoute. C!all Resort Sale* ki- 
fortrurtion toll free hotline 1- 
800-423-5967.
HILL COUNTRY
HOM ESITES-Burnet, one 
acre lots adjacettt Delaware 
Springs Golf Course, hospital, 
fifteen minutes to five lakes, 
airport, excellent hunting, 
owner finance. Fox Real Es- 
tate, 1-800-725-3699.
SO. COLORADO RANCH, 
115 AC - $39,900. Spectacular 
360 degree views of Spmsh  
Peaks A Sangic De Cristot, 
tolling fields, trtphy elk, deer, 
big h ^  s h ^ .  Cemty toad 
frontage, tel/elec. Owner fi
nancing. Call anytime. 719- 
742-5207. Maiow Ranch.

Script Printing 
& Office Supply
* Commercial Printing 

*Office Supplies & Furniture 
‘ Business Machines

108 S. Main, Floydada 983-5131

Lloyd's Manufacturing
Farm Sheds, Corrals, C!arports, 

Domestic Fencing. 
Insulated Well Houses in Stock. 

POBfTABLE WELDER ON C/VLL 
300 W. CALIFORNIA 

983-2105 OR MOBILE 983-1741

GARAGE SALES

Other
ESTATE/GARAGE SALE-2 miles east 
on FM Road 1318,1/2 mile north. Friday 
and Saturday, May 24 and 25. 9:(X) p.m. 
to 5:00 p.m. Antique farm equipment, 250 
gallon butane tank, riding lawn mower, 
misc lawn equipment, 3-wheeler, furni
ture, dishes, and lots of misc. items. 
Please-no early sales

5-23p

CRH
SYSTEMS

W, Califomia 
9 8 3 -2 4 4 5  983-3151  

‘For All Your Computer Needs" 
Visit Our Showroom 
Everyday Low Prices

720 N. 2nd 
983-5003

[ e c o n o m i c a l  S T O R A C r i

I TRY BARKER'S j
I Jewel Box Mini*Storage | 
I Save your time and money,| 
I Phone 652-2642 I
I Corner Main A Locust Locknay, Tx. |
^  Barker Building j

Answers to King Crossword
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Sponsored by:
Plants & Stuff

Floydada 100 S. Mein 983-5050

ESTATE AUCTION
REALIZE GREATER 

B E N E n r$  IN  AUCTIONS 
VERSUS-YARD SALE

Ail aoM in 1-day,
Heir aeWementa aoived. 

Cash Immeditoly, 
Complate Reoorda 

for Real Eatate A  peraonal 
___property eettleinenta.

M O SE S & ZU  HER
• 1*1

AUCTIO NEERS
nouiF out, D0K311 nnii.s, TfXAsvMr./

DWAYNE MOSES Phono ?53-?9.15 
PAUL2UBER Phono 328 5204
DOUG ZUBER Phone 525-4471

1996 by The C rosby C ounty News & C hron ic le

VACATION
WE ARE UNDER b o o k ^  
Disney area vacarion sum  4 
day^ night hotel package from 
$59. Call nowfor rescrvaiicsis: 
1-800-749-4045 exL 8899am • 
6pm EST.

C all th is  n ew sp a p er  for d eta ils  on advertising sta tew id e .

irs

K ' or
Interror & E?cteriorI V'**- J-

il,214l-
Richard Taylor 

174-1673

INSTRUCTIONAL

LIFEGUARDING CLASS-Monday 
thru Saturday. June 3rd to 8th. 8 a.m. to 
12 noon. Cost of the class is $75.00. This 
includes books, pool fees, and equipment 
used. Contace Dalene Bums at 983-6346.

5-30p

SERVICES
DON’S M IW LER SHOP -All types 
of exhaust work, pickup and delivery, free 
estimates. We accept Discover Card. 210 
W. Califomia. Floydada. TX. 983-2273. 
Out of town call 1-800-866-31670.

tfc

FOR SALE -  3BR, 1 bath older home at 
621 W. Virginia. $10,5(X) cash, "as is". 
652-3115 after 5 & weekends.

tfc

3 BEDROOM, BRICK, two bath, fire
place, central heat and air. One car garage. 
120J.B.Ave. 652-3816.

6-28p

Other
FOR SALE -  1800 sq. ft. Brick 3/2, CAf 
H, FP with Storage Bam and fenced yard 
on 5 acres of land. South Plains. Call 983- 
2803 after 6 p.m.

tfnc
"When business is good it 

pays to advertise;
W hen  business is bad 

you've got to advertise."

ADAMS 
WELL SERVICE

Complete Irrigation S ;rvice 
5 Year Warranty. 
Domestic Pump

MISCELLANEOUS

HELP WANTED

EXPERIENCFJD IRRIGATION farm hand 
needed in Cone. Excellent salary. Call 657- 
4490.

tfn

LARRY OGDEN AUCTIONEERING
____________ ~ Estates, Farm, Ranch, Business. Liqui-

CERAMICS. porcelain dolls, all kinds of
crafts available at Velma's Gifts, 1122 S. J-5KU8. l x  fWZ4U.
Main, Floydada. tfn

FOR SALE -  Large metal desk - $25.00. 
3-wheel bicycle, $75.00. 983-2273.

tfc

NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED. $500/ 
$900 weekly potential. Process mortgage 
refunds in your area. Parts or full time. Call 
1-216-233-4209. ext. 160 (24 hours).

6-7p

FOR SALE -  Antique dining room suite, 
table & chairs, hutch & buffet. 652-2412 
after 4 p.m.

5-23c

CEMENT WORK -  Patios, sidewalks, 
driveways. 983-5120 and leave nnessage, 
or Mobile Number 983-1120. Gary 
Bennett.

tfn

OPERATE nREWORKS STAND just 
outside Floydada 6/24 - 7/4. Make up to 
$1,500.00. Must be responsible adult. 
Phone 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. 1-210-429-3808.

6-13c

FOR SALE — S-82 John Deere riding 
mower with grass catcher. Like new. 5 
miles southeast of Floydada on F.M. 1958. 
Doyle Moore.

5-23p

NEW FENCING and fencing repair 
work. Wood or chain link. Free estimates. 
Call Leif Younger. 983-2824. Also dead 
tree removal.

5-23p

HOMESTEAD HEALTH CARE-is
now accepting applications for LVN's with 
home health experience. You many come 
by for an application or mail or resume to 
208 South Main, Floydada, Tx 79235.

5-23C

FOR SALE—Pre-hung interior doors, 
small shower stall, large commerical size 
evaporative air conditioner, misc materi
als. See Walter Davis or call 806-364- 
5119.

5-30p

STORAGE UNITS -  For Rent. 16 x13' 
- $35. Boat Storage - $35. Don Daniel. 
983-2273.

tfn

GENERAL CARPENTRY and new
construction. Free Estimates. Mark 
Sistrunk. 806-667-3801.

5-23p

HOUSES FOR SALE

Floydada
NICE TWO AND THREE bedroom 
homes in all areas of town. Several new 
ones just listed. For all your Real Estate 
needs, call Sam Hale Real Estate at 983- 
3261. tfc

FOR SALE-King size waterbed. Dark 
cherry wood color. Almost new with full 
size headboard new side rails, bedliner, 
and sheets. Will deliver or you pick up. 
347-2296 after 6 p.m.

5-30c

CONCRETE WORK -  Storm cellars, 
driveways, all types of cement work. Free 
Estimate. 806-296-9602.

6-20p

SUPER SINGLE WATERBED. Six
drawer underdresser, mirrored headboard, 
set of sheets. $100.(X) 347-2335 after 5 
p.m.

5-23p

WILL DO -  Yard mowing, garden and 
flower bed tilling. Will travel out of city 
limits. Call 983-5946. Ask for Eddie.

5-23p

DAVID'S LAWN MOWING SER
VICE 983-6323.

6-6p

2 BEDROOM, ONE BATH, Living 
room, dining room. 983-2504.

5-23p

CENTENNIAL EDITIONS 
OF THE

FLOYD COUNTY 
HESPERUN-BEACON

Are available at 
111 E. Missouri, Floydada, 

or 116 S. Main, Lockney. $2.00 each.

TEACHER GIFTS
BY SUZANNE. Call 983-5516.

5-23p

PERSONAL

REDUCE; Bum off fat fast. Take OPAL 
tablets and E-VAP Diuretic. Available 
Payne Family Pharmacy.

6-7p

WORK WANTED

WILL DO YOUR IRONING-By the 
piece. Cheryl Dawdy 983-3627. Pickup 
& Delivery.

tfc

Give Someone 
A Smilet

Support the businesses that support you! 
____________ Shop at Home!

-1

earch no mo r e . . . .  
discover it in the

CLASSIFIEDS
The quick and easy way to buy and sell.

ANNUAL MEETING
The Lockney Cemetery Association will hold its annual meeting 

on Monday, May 27,1996 (Memorial Day) in the Lockney Com
munity Center on East 8th Street in Lockney at 10:30 a.m.

There will be a Memorial Service after which there will be an 
election of Directors, a financial report and any other business that 
should come before the meeting.

THE PUBLIC IS INVITED

P U B L I C  N O T I C E

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

The City of Lockney is taking bids to tear down a house at 518 S.E. 4th 
(legal description - lot 1, Block F, N.B. Davis addition).Bids will be 
received until the close of business on May 31,1996 at City Hall, 218 E. 
Locust, P. O. Box 387, Lockney, Texas 79241.

Published 5-23 and 5-30

NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS HAVING 
CLAIMS AGAINST ESTATE OF 

GLADYS RUTH BADGETT, DECEASED

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that original Letters Testamentary 
upon the Estate of GLADYS RUTH BADGETT were issued to JAMES 
BADGETT, on May 15, 1996, in the proceeding indicated below my 
signature hereto, which is still pending, and that he now holds such 
Letters. All persons having claims against said E.state, which is being 
administered in the County below named, are hereby required to present 
the same to JAMES BADGETT, at the address below given, before suit 
upon same is barred by the General Statues of Limitation, before such 
Estate is closed, and within the time prescribed by law. JAMES 
BADGETTs address is: 402 Chukar Drive, Victoria, TX, 77905.

Dated May 17, 1996.

Mickey Pachta, Attorney for the Independent Executor 
of the Estate of GLADYS RUTH BADGETT, 

Deceased, in Cause No. 5334, in the County Court, of 
Floyd County, Texas Sitting in Probate

Published 5-23.
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Flovd County Church Directors

SOLD TO THE HIGHEST BIDDER—(R-L) Lyndell Stapp and Donnie 
Bybee helped out Auctioneer Jimmy Kemp (background) at the annual 
Cub Scout/Little League Cake Auction in Lockney. The auction is held 
every year to raise money for the youth organizations. According to Cub 
Scout rules, any cake or dessert brought to the auction by a scout must be 
made by father and son. This year the auction raised $3,450 and wUI be 
divided between the Cub Scouts and Little League. Staff Photo

CHD meets with UMC officials
Continued from Page 1
tioners.

Courtney told the board UMC 
wants to keep the clinic headed in the 
right direction and is willing to work 
with CHD in any way possible to 
provide the quality of health care 
needed in Floydada.

He also said the clinic is very im
portant to UMC as it is the second 
busiest in their system of nine clinics. 
“These clinics act as the front door to 
services at UMC,” said Courtney. 
“Patients are treated in the clinic for 
anything that can be done there and 
referrals are made to UMC services 
for more difficult cases.”

Board members offered to do what

ever they could to assist in recruiting 
a physician.

Other business during the Tuesday 
morning session included the ap
proval of minutes from the previous 
two meetings, payment of monthly 
bills, and election o f  officers for the 
coming year. The board approved the 
financial reports as presented and
were pleased by the final figure nego
tiated in the settlement of legal ex
pense claims against a former insurer. 
The first negotiations produced an 
offer of $55,000.00 to settle the 
claim. Final negotiations settled on 
$61,000.00 to be returned to CHD by 
the insurer.

Harmony FCE Club learns to manage pests
by Doris Snodgrass 
The Harmony Floyd County Exten
sion Club met May 13, at 2 p.m. in 
the club room in the Harmony Com
munity Center.
The program was given first by Jim 
Bob Reynolds, they discussed man
aging insects and mites in and around 
the home and pests in the vegetable 
garden.
He gave us many useful hints help
ing central pests on the family ani
mals as well as the house, yard and 
garden vegetable.
Vivian Curtis, president called the 
meetings to order and read opening 
exercise minutes of the last meeting.

The were read by Ruth Scott and were 
approved by the club members.
Roll call was answered by "Pests that 
I want to get rid of."
Club committees gave reports and 
plans for our next meeting.
Maye Williams directed aq game for 
recreation.
Meeting was adjourned. Delicious re
freshments were served by Lucille 
Miller in absence of a sick club mem
ber Imelda Ramsey. Those present 
were Anna M. Hopper, Ruth Scott, 
Juanita Poole, Vivian Curtis, Arvie 
Schulz, Doris Snodgrass, Blanche 
Williams, Bennie Dulton, Karen 
Miller, Maye Williams, and the host
ess Lucille Miller and Linda Ratcliff.

" F O C U S  O N  T H E  F A M IL Y " with Dr. James Dobson

QUESTIONtWould you de
scribe the physical changes that 
occur with the aging process.

DR. DOBSON: The decline in old 
age is not just a sudden deterioration 
of all systems at the same level and 
the same time. There is an order of 
deterioration under normal circum
stances. That is, if there is not some 
disease factor that changes it. This is 
the normal process of aging.

The first thing to diminish is the 
perceptual or sensory contact with the 
outside world. The lens of the eye 
loses its ability to contract and focus. 
So we wear bifocals to give us both 
distance and close vision. Cataracts 
further damage clarity of vision in 
some cases.

The conduction of sound is less
ened by a wearing away of the three 
little bones in the ear. So we don’t 
hear quite as well as before. Higher 
pitches are the first to go; then we lose 
perception at the lower ranges of 
sound. The taste buds in the mouth 
and tongue atrophy, so nothing tastes 
quite as good as it did previously. 
There is not the joy in eating that we 
once had.

The sense of smell is diminished 
which also makes food less tasty 
because much of the satisfaction in 
eating is derived from its plea.sant 
odor.

There is a dryness and hardening of 
the skin which decreases the sense of 
touch. So all five senses diminish and 
become less capable of detecting in
formation and relaying it to the brain.

Later, we experience a change in 
motor activity—the ability to move 
efficiently. Lack of fingertip control 
is the first loss we notice, followed by 
less dexterity of the hand, then wrist, 
elbow and shoulder. The lessening of 
coordination moves from the ex
tremities to the center of the body. 
That’s why shaky writing of an older 
person reveals his or her age.

Next, changes take place in the

Cardiovascuiaf s ^ M 9 ^ ie  fat in and 
around the heart forces it to work 
harder to accomplish the same pur
pose. When a person over exerts, it 
takes a longer time to return to his 
normal rate of circulation. A gradual 
stiffening of the arteries also adds to 
the cardiac strain. Cholesterol col
lects in the arteries and constricts the 
flow of blood which can lead to heart 
attacks, strokes and other Cardiovas
cular disorders.

Furthermore, the autonomic nerv
ous system no longer regulates the 
body’s processes as efficiently, 
which exacerbates such problems as 
poor circulation.

Reproductive activity ceases at 
about 45 years of age in women and 
50 or 60 years in men. Life no longer 
trusts us with it most precious gift of 
procreation.

To summarize: These are the major 
areas of change that occur in the proc
ess of aging. First, we experience 
perceptual deterioration. Second, the 
body undergoes a motor deteriora
tion, that is physical changes relating 
to movement. If life continues be
yond that point, a decline in mental 
alertness must occur.

Dr. James Dobson is a psychologist, 
author and president o f Focus on the 
Family, a nonprofit organization dedi
cated to the preservation o f the home. 
Correspondence to Dr. Dobson should be 
addressed to: Focus on the Family, P.O. 
Box 444, Colorado Springs, CO 80903.

Dr. Dobson is brought to you courtesy of West 
College & 3rd Street Church of Christ, Lockney.

AIKEN BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday School.........10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship. . . .  11:00 a.m.
Evening Worship.......6:00 p.m.
Wednesday:

Bible Study............ 7:30 p.m.
««* * *

BETHANY BAPTIST 
CHURCH

607 W. Lee S t, Floydada 
J.D. Young, Pastor

Sunday School.........10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship. . .  11:00 p.m.
Evening Worship....... 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening

Prayer Meeting....... 7:00 p.m.
*** * *

BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH 
810 S. 3rd, Floydada 

Darwin Robinson, Pastor
Sunday:
Sunday School. .  .10:00 a.m. 

Morning Worship. .10:45 a.m.
Prayer Meeting-----6:00 p.m.
Evening Worship .. 6:30 p.m. 

Wednesday:
Evening Services . .  8:00 p.m. 

*****
CALVARY 

BAPTIST CHURCH 
Floydada

Claude Porter, Pastor
Sunday School.......... 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship. . . .  11 :(X) a.m.
Bible Study.................6:00 p.m.
Evening Worship.......6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening.. 7:00 p.m. 

*****
CARR’S CHAPEL

Service Every Sunday:
Morning Worship. . .  9:00 a.m.
Sunday School___10:30 a.m.

*****
CHURCH OF CHRIST 
West CoUege & Third, 

Lockney
Frank Duckworth, Evangelist
Morning Worship. . .  10:30 a.m. 
Evening Worship___5:30 p.m.
Wednesday Service.. .8:00 p.m. 

*****
CITY PARK 

CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Floydada

Gene McCarty, Minister
Sunday:

Bible Study..............9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship.. 10:30 a.m. 
Evening Worship. . .  6:00 p.m. 

Wednesday:
Bible Study.............7:30 p.m.
( Summer................8:00 p.m.)

*****
EVANS CHAPEL 

BAPTIST CHURCH 
Rev. G.A. Blocker

Sunday School.......... 10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship. . .  11:00 a.m. 
Afternoon Worship .. .2:00 p.m.
Training Union........... 6:00 p.m.
Evening Worship........7:00 p.m.
Wednesday:

Prayer Meeting........ 7:(X) p.m.

FIRST ASSEMBLY 
OF GOD CHURCH 

Floydada
Vance Mitchell, Pastor

Sunday School........ 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship . .  .10:50 a.m. 
Sunday Evening

Evangelistic.............6:00 p.m.
Wednesday:

Night Service..........7:30 p.m.
*****

nR ST BAPTIST CHURCH 
Floydada

Rev. Howell E. Farnsworth Jr. 
Pastor

Michael Holster 
Music/AdmTSr. Adults 

Marlon Pritchard, 
Students/Ed.

Sunday:
Sunday School........ 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship. .  11:00 a.m. 
Discipleship Train. ..5:45 p.m. 
Evening Worship . . .  7:00 p.m. 
Wednesday:
Children's Choirs. .  4:00 p.m.
Evening Meal........ 6:00 p.m.
R.A.’s &. G.A.’s.......... 6:45 p.m.
Preschool Choir. . . .  6:45 p.m.
Prayer Meeting........ 7:00 p.m.
Youth Bible Study . .  .7:00 p.m.
Adult Choir.............. 7:45 p.m.

*****
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 

Lockney
Harold Abney, Pastor 

Les Reed, Youth Minister 
Kent Lloyd, Music Minister 

Sunday:
Sunday School..........9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship..  .10:45 a.m. 
Discipleship

Training.............. 6:00 p.m.
Kids of The King 

Children’s Choir... 6:00 p.m.
Evening Worship__ 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday:

Prayer Meeting........7:00 p.m.
Youth Activities.. . 7:00 p.m.
RA's and GA's......... 7:00 p.m.
Pre-School Choir . . .  7:00 p.m.
Adult Choir.............8:00 p.m.

3rd Saturdays:
Men’s Breakfast. .  7:00 a.m. 

1st Tuesday and 3rd Mondays: 
Baptist Women . . .  3:00 p.m. 

*****
FIRST CHRISTIAN 

CHURCH
Reverend lone Sedinger 

Pastor
Sunday School.......... 9:45 a.m.
Sunday Worship___11:00 a.m.

*****
nR ST UNITED 

METHODIST CHURCH 
Floydada

Clark Williams, Pastor
Sunday School............9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship . . .  11:00 a.m. 
Youth Fellowship. . . .  5:00 p.m.
Evening Worship___ 6:00 p.m.

*****
nRST UNITED 

METHODIST CHURCH 
Lockney

Tommie Beck, Pastor
Sunday School........... 9:15 a.m.
Worship Service___ 10:30 a.m.
UMY..................................5:00 p.m.
Evening Worship___ 6:00 p.m.
United Methodist Women,
Hill Circle, 3rd Tues.. 9:30 a.m. 
Ruth Wesley Circle:
2nd & 4th Mondays. 10:30 a.m. 

*****
FRIENDSHIP CHAPEL 

CME 
Floydada

Rev. James Jenkins
Sunday...............................9:45 a.m.
Morning Service___ 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday:

Bible Study............ 8:00 p.m.
*****

GRACE FELLOWSHIP 
CHURCH

211 N. Main, Lockney 
Interdenominational Church 

Rev. Ted Samples, Pastor
Sunday School...........9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship. . .  11:00 a.m. 
Evening Worship....... 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Service .. .7:00 p.m. 

*****
GRANT CHAPEL CHURCH 

OF GOD IN CHRIST 
John Williams, Pastor

Sunday School.........10:00 a.m.
Monday Worship___ 11:00 a.m.
Evening Service......... 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday:
Prayer Service........ 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday Service.. .7:30 p.m. 

*****
IGLESIA DEL REY JESUS 

404 E. 6th St, Lockney 
Lupe Banda, Pastor

Sunday School......... 10:00 a.m.
Evening Service..........6:00 p.m.
Tuesday:

Youth Service.........7:30 p.m.
*****

MAIN STREET 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Lockney
Ed HuU, Minister

Bible Study.........................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship. . .  10:30 a.m.
Evening Worship........6:00 p.m.
Wednesday:

Ladies Bible Class...9:30 a.m.
Bible Study.............7:30 p.m.

*****
MT. ZION 

BAPTIST CHURCH 
Floydada

Rev. Ralph Jackson
Sunday School.........10:00a.m.
Morning Worship___ 11:00 a.m.
BTU................................... 6:00 p.m.
Evening Worship........ 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday:

Mid-Week Prayer. .1:00 p.m. 
Thursday:

Bible Study..............7:00 p.m.

NEW SALEM PRIMITIVE 
BAPTIST CHURCH 

Floydada
Sunday: Congregational

Singing.......................... 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship. . .  11:00 a.m. 

3rd Sunday, Elder Don Martin 
4th Sunday, Tom Taylor 

*****
PRIMER IGLESIA 

BAUTISTA 
Lockney

Pedro Villareal, Pastor
Sunday School............9:45 a.m.
Worship Service....... 11:00 a.m.
Training Union......... 5:00 p.m.
Evening Service.........6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Service ,. .7:30 p.m.
G.A.'s..........................7:30 p.m.
Ambassadors.............. 7:30 p.m.
Fellowship Luncheon - 

1st Sunday of Month;
Music Worship;
Last Sunday with evening service 

*****
PRIMERA MISION 

BAUTISTA 
Floydada 

Rev. Lupe Rando
Sunday School............ 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship. . .  10:55 a.m.
Evening Worship.......6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening . .7:00 p.m. 
1st Wed___Organization Night

*****

This page is brought to you through 
the courtesy of the following sponsors:

Barwise Gin
Barwise Community 

983-2737

Goen & Goen 
Insurance

102 E. California 983-3524

Cargill
Hybrid Seeds

652-3339, Aiken

Lighthouse 
Electric Coop

Floydada- 983-2184

City Auto
201 E. Missouri - Floydada 

983-3767

Lockney 
Co-op Gin
Lockney - 652-3377

Clark Pharmacy
320 N. Main - Lockney 

652-3353

Lockney 
Ins. Agency

105 N. Main - Lockney - 652-3347

Davis Lumber
102 E. Shurbet - Lockney 

652-3385

Moore-Rose-White 
Funeral Home

329 W. Calif., Floydada, 983-2525 
402 S. Main, Lockney, 652-2211

Feather 
Your Nest

120 S. Main-Lockney - 652-2491

Oden
Chevrolet-Olds

221 S. Main - Floydada - 983-3787

Garcia's 
OK Tire Store

308 S. Main - Floydada - 983-3370

Pay-n-Save
210 N. Main - Lockney 

652-2293

Payne Family 
Pharmacy

200 S. Main, Floydada, 983-5111

Plains 
Electric Co.

106 S. Main - Lockney - 652-2133

Schacht
Flowers, Jewelry & Gifts
112 W. Poplar, Lockney, 652-2385

The
Basket Case

103 S. Main, Lockney - 652-2757

Wilson
Aerial Spraying

Lockney - 652-2719

SAN JOSE
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Lockney
Msgr. Tim Schwertner, Pastor
Wednesday:
Communion Service.. 8:00 p.m. 
Sunday Mass........... 11:30 a.m.

SOUTH PLAINS 
BAPTIST CHURCH 

Ernest Stewart, Pastor
Sunday School...........10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship___ 11:00 a.m

*****
SPANISH ASSEMBLY 

OFGODTEMPLO 
GETSEMANI 
308 Mississippi 

Rev. Thomas G. Lopez
Sunday School.......... 10:00 a.m.
Morning WOTship___11:00 a.m.
Evening Evangelistic

Service............ 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday:

Family Night..........7:30 p.m.
*****

ST. MARY MAGDALEN 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Floydada
Father Elbert Fadallan

Sunday Mass............11:30 a.m.
Weekday Mass........... 7:30 p.m.

(Tuesday and Friday)
Phone: 983-5878 

*****
TEMPLO BAUTISTA 

SALEM 
Lockney

Pedro Reyes, Interim Pastor
Sunday School........... 9:45 p.m.
Worship Service........11:00 a.m.
Christian Training___5:00 p.m.
Evening Worship........6:00 p.m.
Wednesday:

Prayer Meeting.........7:30 p.m.
*****

TEMPLO BETHEL 
SPANISH ASSEMBLY 

OF GOD
Washington and 1st S t  

Lockney 652-2181
Gabriel W. Ortiz, Pastor 

Olga L. Martinez, Youth Pastor
Sunday School........... 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship___11:00 a.m.
Evening Worship........ 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday Service... 7:30 p.m. 

*****
TEMPLO EV ANGELICO 

PENTECOSTAL CHURCH 
Natividad Luna, Pastor 

515 E. Missouri, Floydada
Sunday School............9:45 a.m.
Evening Worship.......5:(X)p.m.
Wednesday Service .. 7:00 p.m. 

*****
TEMPLO LIBERTAD 
203 SE 2nd, Lockney 

652-1104
Pastor Juan A. Gutierrez

Wednesday Evening.. 7:30p.m.
Sunday School......... 10:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship..........5:00 p.m.

*****
TEMPLO NUEVA VIDA 

Rev. Herman Martinez 
308 W. Tennessee

Sunday School.........10:00 a.m.
Prayer Service . . . .  2:00 p.m.

Evening Worship.......5:00 p.m.
Tuesday:

Evening Service__ 7:30 p.m.
Thursday Service...... 7:30 p.m.

*****
TEMPLO PODER 

DE LA ALABANZA 
PENTECOSTES 

Rev. Manuel Rendon, Pastor 
704 N. Main, Lockney 

652-3704
Sunday Services...... 10:00 a.m.
Sunday Evening..........5:00 p.m.
Wednesday.........................7:30 p.m.

*****
TRINITY CHURCH 

500 W. Houston Floydada 
Interdenominational Church 

Charlie Stice, Pastor 
983-5499

Sunday School............9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship__ 10:50a.m.
Sunday Evening.........6:00p.m.
Wednesday........................ 7:00 p.m.

*****
TRINITY

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Providence Community 
on FM 2301 293-3009

Rev. Arthur P. Bliese Pastor
Sunday School &

Adult Bible Class.. 10:00 a.m.
Worship Service. . .  11:00 a.m. 

*****
WEST SIDE 

CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Floydada 983-3548

Sunday Worship. . . .  10:30 a.m.
Sunday Evening........ 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday................7:00 p.m.

*****

Worship at the 
Church of your choice 

on Sunday
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FHS students commended for achievements

•  -I ■*

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS-Among those re
ceiving scholarships at the recent FHS assembly were: 
(front row l-r) Neal Nelson, Michael Mercado, Christie 
DuBois, Mary Salazar, Elisavet Mendoza, Lacy 
lolightly, Anna Whitfill, (middle row l-r) Amber

Womack, Jodie Villarreal, Aaron Johnston, Dana 
McCandless, Ranee Barnett, Michael Molinar, Tim 
Rando, Missy Pernell, (back row l-r) Chad Guthrie, 
Jason Harrison, Zack Abshier, David Watson, Alex
Vallejo, and Richard Powell. Staff Photo

•I- 'I

’

WHO'S WHO -  Selected as Who's Who for 1996 at 
FHS were: (front row, l-r) Jodie Villarreal, Angie

Dean, Anna W hitfill, Michael Mercado, Lacy 
Goiightly; (back row l-r) Zack Abshier, David Watson

Staff Photo

FLOYDADA— Floydada High 
School recognized their outstanding 
students. May IS and 16, at their 
annual awards assembly. The top 10 
students. Who’s Who, Class Favor
ites, Scholarship Winners and Mr. 
and Miss F.H.S. were named.

Academic recognition was given to 
the top 10 seniors. Jodie Villarreal 
was named the Valedictorian and 
Salutatorian was Anna Whitfill.

Number 3 academically was Angie 
Dean, followed by Zack Abshier, 
Lacy Goiightly, Michael Mercado, 
Maria Gonzalez, Mary Salazar, 
Lyndi Probasco and Alex Vallejo.

The National Honor Society Out
standing Sophomore and Freshman 
was Mario Nunez and Royanne Mer
cado.

Class Favorites, voted on by the 
student body in each class, were: 
Seniors Adelina Watson and David 
Watson; Juniors Angie DeLaFuente 
and Emilio Guzman; Sophomores 
Jamie McGuire and Richard Casillas; 
and Freshmen Samantha McDade 
and Michael Black.

The winners of the Mr. and Miss 
F.H.S. which is chosen by the entire 
student body, were: Zack .Abshier and 
Lacy Goiightly. First Runners-up 
were Missy Pernell and Neal Nelson. 
Second runners-up were Lyndi Pro
basco and Ismael Vega.

Who’s Who
The students named to Who’s Who 

are seniors who are chosen by the 
faculty for their special qualities of 
good citizenship, scholastic effort, 
cooperation, dedication, school spirit 
and leadership.

The Who’s Who honors were given 
to: Zach Abshier, Angie Dean, Lacy 
Goiightly, Michael Mercado, Jodie 
Villarreal, David Watson and Anna 
Whitfill.

Zach Abshier is the son of Roland 
and Charla Adams. He was named to 
Who’s Who because of his excep
tional athletic ability which exempli
fies his cooperation, dedication, 
school spirit and leadership, and be
cause of his high academic standing. 
Zach has earned All-District honors 
in each sport as well as the Fighting 
Whirlwind Award for boys basket
ball and boys track during his Senior 
Year. He has advanced to Regional 
competition in track for the past two 
years and continued to State competi
tion his Junior year.

Angie Dean is the daughter of Bill 
and JoLynn Dean. She was named to 
Who’s Who because of her high aca

demic standing and her involvement 
in school and community activities. 
She has been involved in Yearbook 
production for the last two years and 
serves as Quality Editor this year. 
Other honors include UIL competi
tion and National Honor Society.

Lacy Goiightly is the daughter of 
Dayne and Penny Goiightly. She has 
been a Whirlwind Cheerleader for 
four years and head cheerleader dur
ing her Senior year. She is involved in 
FFA, basketball, track and student 
council. She earned the Fighting 
Whirlwind Award her Junior and 
Senior years. She has been Class 
Favorite.

Michael Mercado is the son of 
Sammy and Olivia Mercado. He has 
participated in football, baseball, stu
dent council and band for four years. 
In sports he has received All-District 
honors and the Fighting Whirlwind 
Award for baseball, served as Student 
Council President and has received 
many band honors. He has been in 
UIL competition. National Honor 
Society, the GT program and FFA 
and served on the Junior Board of 
Directors at FNB Lockney and served 
as president of 4-H this year.

Jodie Villarreal is the daughter of 
Billy Joe Villarreal and Rosa Villar
real. She has earned the title of Vale
dictorian and more information on 
Jodie can be found on the front page.

David Watson is the son of Dean 
and Brenda Watson. David was rec
ognized for good citizenship, coop
eration, dedication and leadership. 
He has been involved in FFA for his 
four years and has been a state quali
fier in Dairy Cattle competition two 
times. He received a departmental 
award in Physical Education, Plant 
and Soil Sciences and Advanced 
Social Problems.

Anna Whitfill, is the daughter of 
Anthony and Anita Whitfill She is the 
Salutatorian and more information on 
her can be found on the front page.

Scholarships
The names of the Scholarships and 

who they were presented to are:
A.E. Baker: Kayla Turner, $5(X), 

and Shayla Turner, $500;
An anonymous scholarship of 

$500 was given to Michael Molinar; 
ATPE: Ranee Barnett, $250; Dorothy 
& T.L. Holland: Jason Harrison, 
$ 120; Whirlwind Cheerleaders: Lacy 
G oiightly, $150; Bob & Nina 
Copeland: Zack Abshier, $300.

Helen Dunlap: Richard Powell,

$2(X); Farm Bureau Award; Leigh 
Dawdy and Chad Harmon, Camp; 
Lora R. Farris: Alex Vallejo, $350; 
FHA: Aaron Johnston, $250; 
Floydada Fire Department; Chad 
Guthrie, $400; Dwane Franklin: 
Christie DuBois, $250;

Carolyn Sellers Fuqua: Amber 
Womack, $350; Germania Farm 
Mutual Local Chapter 22:, Dana 
McCandless, $250; Higginbotham- 
Bartlett; Michael Mercado, $150; 
1990 Study Club: Jodie Villarreal, 
$250; Band Boosters: Elisavet Men
doza, $200; Mike Marble: Neal Nel
son, $1(X);

Russell Wood: Neal Nelson, $1(X); 
Masonic Lodge Award: Anna Whit
fill, $150; and Michael Mercado, 
$150; PTA: Mary Salazar, $150; 
Floydada Rotary: David Watson, 
$150; and Laci Christian, Camp; 
Zimmerman: Jodie Villarreal, $200; 
Austin Williams, $100;

1956 Study Club: Missy Pernell, 
$400; and Anna Whitfill, $4(X); Mary 
Anne Swepston; Mary Salazar, $200; 
TSTA: Missy Pernell, $200; Penny 
Womack; Lacy Goiightly, $500; 
Dorothy Word: Michael Molinar, 
$200.

Lacy Goiightly also received a 
$150 scholarship from the Floydada 
Chamber of Commerce for represen
tation throughout the year as Miss 
Floydada.

Jodie Villarreal was presented with 
an additional $500 scholarship from 
the Hispanic Association of Women, 
a $2(X) scholarship from the ex-stu
dents association of Texas Tech Uni
versity; free tuition from Texas Tech 
which would amount to $900 scholar
ship for 30 college hours; and if she 
chooses to go to South Plains College 
they will exempt $8(X) from tuition 
and fees.

Michael Mercado earned a $4(XX) 
scholarship which amounts to $500 
per semester for 4 years from the 
Texas Rehabilitation Commission.

Richard Powell earned a $500 
scholarship from High Bidders, Inc., 
who participate in Junior marketing 
auctions such as the Houston Live
stock and Rodeo.

Wayland Baptist University pre
sented Tim Rando with: the Ministers 
Dependent Scholarship, worth 
$2,935 over four years; the Ethnic 
Missions Scholarship, worth $1,755 
over four years; Student Recruitment 
of $250; and the Pioneer Scholarship 
worth $3,9(X) over four years.

1996  Cockney High School seniors receive awards
LOCKNEY—C ertificates of

achievements, awards and scholar
ships were presented to Lockney 
seniors during their awards assembly, 
Friday, May 17, at 11:00 a.m. in the 
Lockney Gymnasium.

Named the Valedictorian was Cyn
thia Martin with a 98.26 grade point 
average. Salutatorian was Brady Marr 
with a 98.06 grade f>oint average.

Named to the top 10% of the class 
and earning the UIL Scholar Awards 
were: Cynthia Martin, Brady Marr, 
Lee Anne Galloway, Randi Jo Hen
derson and Jarrod Clark.

The National Honor Society Mem
bers from the Senior Class were: 
Cynthia Martin, Brady Marr, Lee 
Anne Gallaway, Randi Jc Henderson, 
Jarrod Clark, Leigha Wood, Tamarah 
lurson, Carlos Perales, Matilda 
landa, Tikka Smith, Federico Cer

vantes, Michael Reynaga, Nicole 
Emert. Rowdy Boggs, Cody Hayes, 
Joshua Robnett and Kalpesh Patel.

SCHOLARSHIPS
Receiving scholarships were: 
Charles Ball Scholarship, of $5(X) 

each was given to: Brady Marr, Lee 
Anne Gallaway, Leigha Wood, Josh 
Robnett, Federico Cervantes Jr., 
Chelsea Patridge and Joe Marks;

El Progresso Study Club given to 
the Valedictorian Cynthia Martin;

Lions Club Scholarship: Tamarah 
Burson, $200; Rotary: Joe Marks and 
Josh Robnett, $200; P.T.A.; Leigha 
Wood, $500;

SportsMed: Tamarah Burson and 
Carlos Perales, $250 each; Fina— 
Dallas Morning News Student Ath
letic Scholarship; Cynthia Martin, 
$500;

Texas A&M College of Agricul
ture: Cynthia Martin, $1,000; Elvin 
Lyon: Josh Robnett, $100; Trustee 
Scholarship: Tikka Smith, $2,(XX); 
Elaine Hardy; $2(X) each to Leigha 
Wood and C!helsea Patridge;

West Texas A&M Residence Hall: 
$6(X) to Brady Marr and $2(X) to Jar
rod Clark; Howard College Scholar
ship; $1,700 to Chelsea Patridge; 
Texas Tech Academic Scholarship. 
$500 to Randi Jo Hendcrstin; Faculty 
Scholarship: Joe Marks;

4-H Gold Star; $S(X) to Cynthia 
Martin; Lockney Coop: $1,(XX) each 
to Cody Hayes and Josh Robnett;

Math/Science Team- $250 each to 
Cynthia Martin, Brady Marr, Carlos 
Perales, Lee Anne Gallaway and 
Frederico CIcrvantes; Student Coun 
cil Scholarships: $3(XJ to Clielsea 
PaUndge.

WHO’S WHO
Named to Who’s Whv.. by the 

Lockney teachers were:
Math: Cynthia Martin and Brady 

Marr; Physics: Tikka Smith; Micro 
Computer Applications: Kim Cum- 
bie; AP English: Lee Anne Gall
away; AP History; Cynthia Martin;

Girls Basketball: Nicole Emert; 
Boys Basketball; Shannon Veal; 
Football: Rowdy Boggs;TrackMale; 
Romualdo Chavira; Track Female: 
Randi Jo Henderson; Cross Country 
Male: Romualdo Chavira; Cross 
Country Female: Cynthia Martin; 
Baseball; Carlos Perales; Boys Ten
nis: Brady Marr; Girls Tennis: Ch
elsea Patridge. Cheerleaders: Lee 
Anne Gallaway and Chelsea Pa
tridge;

Band: Leigha Wood; Spanish: 
Marissa Camacho; Drama; Lee Anne 
Gallaway and Cody Hayes; Health: 
Adrian Rosales; Service: Lorenzo 
Arevalo;

Reading: Matilda Banda; Art: 
David Padilla; Government/Free 
Enterprise; Kim Cumbieand Marissa 
Camacho; Agriculture: Joe Marks;

English IV: Jarrod Clark and Kim 
Cumbie; Human Anatomy and 
Physiology: Kalpesh Patel and Cyn
thia Martin;

Computer Science: Brady Marr 
and Carlos Perales; Student Council; 
Chelsea Patridge; Library: Rosa 
Banda;

Best All Around Boy: Carlos Per
ales; Best All Around Girl; Chelsea 
Patridge; Valedictorian; Cynthia 
Martin; Salutatorian: Brady Marr.

ACADEMIC AND UIL AWARDS
Recognized for academic achieve

ment and Literary Awards were;
Office Workers; Josh Robnett, 

Sara Duenas, Gracie Rodriguez, 
Tamarah Burson, Tikka Smith and 
Corny Garcia;

Most Valuable Player on (he Base
ball Team: Carlos Perales;

History: Michael Reynaga;
Math of Money: Regional winner 

of SUKk Market same, Mike Hernan
dez and Christi 'I'hompson Highest 
Average: Corny Garcia,

Tech Prep Awards; Kim Cumbie, 
Cliristi Thompson and Shannon 
Veal,

(Jounseior's Office Onny  Gaicia, 
Chelsea Pairuige, Ki>wdy Hoggs and 
Saundra PyU,

Human Anaumiy and Hiysiology 
Ixc Anne Gallaway, Student f 'oun-

cil: Chelsea Patridge, Cody Hayes, 
Tamarah Burson and Leigha Wood;

IFL: Cody Hayes; Prose: Cody 
Hayes; MCA “A” Average: Cody 
Hayes and Rowdy Boggs:

Band: Leigha Wood won the John 
Philip Sousa Award, Outstanding 
Section and All Region Band Mem
ber;

UIL Literary Criticism: Lee Anne 
Gallaway (State); UIL Ready Writ
ing: Leigha Wood;

UIL Number Sense: Cynthia Mar
tin for District and Regional; UIL 
Calculator: Brady Marr (State), Lee 
Anne Gallaway (Regional), Federico 
Cervantes (Regional), and Carlos 
Perales (Regional);

UIL Math: Brady Marr (District) 
and Carlos Perales (District); UIL 
Computer Science: Brady Marr 
(Regional) and Carlos Perales (Re
gional); UIL Computer Science I 
Class: Jarrod Clark;

Library; Kalpesh Patel, Joe Marks, 
Joshua Robnett, Rosa Banda, Feder
ico Cervantes, Marissa Camacho, 
Randi Jo Henderson and Jarrod 
Clark.

AWARDS & CERTIFICATES
Tandy Technology Scholars: Cyn

thia Martin and Brady Marr;
Scholarship to Independent Col

leges and Universities of Texas: 
Cynthia Martin and Brady Marr;

Scholarship to Texas State Col
leges and Universities: Cynthia Mar
tin;

Principal’s Award: Cynthia Mar
tin;

Josie Taylor Longhorn Spirit 
Award: Shannon Veal, Randi Jo 
Henderson and Nicole Emert;

J.L. Martin Christian Athlete: 
Cynthia Martin and Jarrod Clark;

Fighting Heart Award: Cheksea 
Patridge and Carlos Perales;

C.L. Record Academic Award: 
Cynthia Martin and Brady Marr;

W.H. Hallmark Hustling Horn 
Award; Romualdo Chavira;

Life Management Skills Awards; 
Lorenzo Arevalo, Romualdo 
Chavira, Rosalinda Felan, Mike Her
nandez, Esmeralda Martinez ('ruz, 
Ctiris Mathis, David Padilla, Peggy 
Kend<m, Alas Rt^es ami Gracie 
KiMlriguez,

DAK SludanI Lee Anne Gall 
away, ami

< iii/enshiii Gals Cyniliia Maiiin, 
lx4t Ann fiaflaway, < lieUea Paindge 
and iamarali Hui..on
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SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS-The LHS seniors 
who received scholarships during the awards 
assembly held on Friday, May 17, were (standing I to 
r) Joe Marks, Carlos Perales, Jarrod Clark, Josh

L.,

Robnett, Cody Hayes, Federico Cervantes, Jr., Brady 
Marr (seated I to r) Tamarah Burson, Cynthia 
Martin, Chelsea Patridge, Randi Jo Henderson, 
Tikka Smith, Lee Anne Gallaway, and Leigha Wood.

-4

WHO'S WHO FOR 1996 SKNIORS-Lockney High 
.SchiMil senlora Who's Who memhers were announced 
a| the Jiiiiior-Seiilor llaiii|uet and Pnmi held May 4. 
i'lioMi named were (lop row I to r) Shannon Veal, 
l.orsnzo Arevalo, Joe Marks, Cmly Hayes, Carlos 
Pei ales. Howdy Hoggs, Brady Marr, JarrmI Clark,

(middle row I to r) Chelsea Patridge, Cynthia Martin, 
Lee Anne Gallaway, Tikka Smith, Randi Jo 
Henderson, Nkoie Emert, I.cigha Wood, Matilda 
Banda, (seated I to r) Kim Cumhic, Rosa Banda, 
Marissa Camacho, Adrain Rosales, Kalpe.sh Patel 
and Romualdo Chavira. Stall Photo
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ACADEMIC TOPTEN -- Students named as the aca
demic top ten in the FHS Class of ’96 are: (front row, 
l-r) Lacy Golightly, Zack Abshier, Angie Dean, Anna

WhitfUl, Jodie Villarresd, (back row, l-r) Alex Vallejo, 
Lyndi Probasco, Mary Salazar, Maria Gonzalez, 
Michael Mercado. Staff Photo
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CLASS FAVORITES — Students chosen as the class 
favorites for this year at FHS included: 0*r) Fresh
men Samantha McDade and Michael Black; Senior

Lina DeLeon and David Watson; Junior Angie 
DelaFuente and Emilio Guzman, Sophomore Jamie 
McGuire and Richard Casillas. Staff Photo

FHS recognizes students
FLOYDADA - Floydada High 

School recognized outstanding stu
dents during a Departmental Recog
nition Assembly, held in A.E. Baker 
Auditorium at Hoydada High School, 
Wednesday, May 15, 1996.

Certificates of recognition were 
handed out by teachers in each depart
ment.

Those receiving recognition were:

AGRICULTURAL SCIENCES 
Ag 101 - Meredith Schacht, Katie 

Smith
Ag 102 - John Dunavant, Dane 

Sanders
Ag Metal - Dusty Jahay 
Wildlife & Recreation - Francisco 

Maldonado
Ag Power & Technology - Jason 

Harrison
Equine Science - T^son Whittle 
Ag Mechanics - Jason Campbell 
Home Maintenance & Improve

ment - Chad Guthrie 
Personal Skills Development - Tif

fany Hinkle
Energy & Environmental Technol

ogy - Stacey Lloyd 
Plant & Soil Science - David 

Watson

ATHLETICS
Fighting Whirlwind Awards: 
Football - Richard Powell 
Girls Cross Country - Amanda 

Green
Boys Cross Country - Randy York 
Girls Basketball - Lacy Golightly 
Boys Basketball - Zack Abshier 
Girls Track - Tara McCandless 
Boys Track - Zack Abshier 
Girls Golf - Anna Whitfill 
Boys Golf - Justin Payne 
Baseball - Michael Mercado 
Girls Tennis - Angie Dean 
Boys Tennis - Will Warren

BUSINESS
Accounting - Tammy Martinez 
Keyboarding/Word Processing - 

Vickie Ochoa. George Perez 
Micro-Computer Application - 

Aaron Kirk
Yearbook - Laci Christian, Lydia 

Mendoza

Lockney High undefclassmen receive awards

ENGLISH
English I - Elena Chairez, Royanne 

Mercado
English 2 - Aaron Kirk, Lisa 

Martinez, Jamie McGuire 
English 3 - Laci Christian, Will 

Warren
English 4 - Ranee Barnett, Christie 

DuBois, Maria G onzales, Jesse 
Sanchez

British Literature - Lacy Golightly, 
Anna Whitfill

Psychology - Stacey Lloyd, Alex 
Vallejo

Advanced Social Problems - Rich
ard Powell, David Watson

FINE ARTS
Art - Lisa Martinez, Anna Whitfill 
Advanced Art - Maria Gonzalez, 

Emilio Guzman
Theatre Arts - Carmela Chavarria, 

Tony Powell
One Act Play - Cristina Chavarria, 

Shelby Romero 
Band I - Jon Martinez 
Band 2 - Justin Robinson 
Band 3 - Chris Enriquez 
Band 4 - Elisavet Mendoza

HOME ECONOMICS
Comprehensive Home Economics- 

Dane Nichols, Mandi Yeary 
Apparel - Blake Bramlett, Melissa 

Enriquez
Parent and Child Development - 

Adelina DeLeon, Richard Powell 
Food Science & Nutrition - Angie 

DeLaFuente, Jesse Sanchez 
Individual & Family Living - 

Gabriela Cervera, Lydia Mendoza 
Management - Veronica Cabrera, 

Emilio Guzman

MATH
Algebra I - Pedro Chairez, Royanne 

Mercado, Meredith Schacht 
Algebra lA  - David Bishop, 

Tamisha Burks, Andrea Garcia 
Algebra 1B - Teresa Juarez, Shelby 

Romero

Algebra 2 - Katie Smith, TVson 
Whittle

Geometry - Crystal Driver, Lisa 
Martinez

Inform al G eom etry - Norma 
Gonzalez, Griselda Martinez 

Pre-Calculus - Maria Gonzalez

HEALTH
Katie Smith, Shonda Smith

DRIVER EDUCATION
Erin Abshier, Royanne Mercado

P.E.
Tony Powell, Alex Riojas 

SCIENCE
Biology I - Mary Jane Cisneros, 

Lance McHam, Royanne Mercado, 
Angela Rodriguez 

AP Biology - Jodie Villarreal, Will 
Warren

Physical Science - Leigh Dawdy, 
Crystal Driver, Frances Ochoa, 
Shelby Romero

Chemistry I - Emilio Guzman, K.C. 
McDade

Chemistry 2 - Angie Dean 
Physics - Anna Whitfill

SOCIAL STUDIES 
U.S. Government - Joe Sanchez, 

Jodie Villarreal
Economics - Aaron Johnston, 

Michael Molinar
World History - April Gourdon, 

Shelby Romero
U.S. History - Balinda Escobedo, 

Lori Rodriguez
World Geography - Maria 

Gonzalez, Chad Turner

VOCATIONAL
Vocational Adjustment Class - Pat 

Pancardo
MOCT - Michael Molinar

STUDENT ASSISTANTS 
Library - Christie DuBois 
Office - Melisa Garcia

LOCKNEY - The Lockney High 
School awards assembly for fresh
man, sophomore, and juniors, was 
held Friday, May 17, at 2 p.m. in the 
Lockney Gymnasium.

Recognition was given to outstand
ing academic achievers, UIL Literary 
winners, perfect attendance and spe
cial presentations. Awards were pre
sented to the following:

MATH
Algebra 1-4A - Addy Hernandez, 

Norma Martinez, Priscilla Perales, 
Noemie Sepulveda

Algebra I-4B - Ricardo Cruz and 
Lori Garcia

Geometry - Jennifer Cabello, Ryan 
Graves, Tobi Carthel, Brett McQuhae, 
Lindi Miller, Michelle Smith, Jeremy 
Stapp, Charles Vanzandt

Algebra I - Lacey Aston, Thad 
Lusk, Amber Martin

Algebra II - Highest Average - 
Stacy Bigham, Nathan Carthel, Adam 
Cummings

Pre-Calculus Class - Dewayne 
Jones, Mandy Gallaway, Tim 
Mitchell, Johnnie Mosley

Computer Science Class - 
Dewayne Jones, Tim M itchell, 
Johnnie Mosley

Math of Money, Regional winner 
of Stockm arket Game - Danny 
Vasquez, Emily Gutierrez, Shanna

!•<»
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Mathis
Highest Average - Shanna Mathis 

SCIENCE
Physical Science - Brett McQuhae 
Chemistry - Dewayne Jones 
Human A&P - Jennifer Lynn - 

Baaush-Lomb Science Award, 
Johnnie Mosley

Biology I - Jennifer Cabello, 
Michelle Smith, Adam Cummings 

AP Humanities - Mandy Gallaway, 
Tim Mitchell, Kelli Clark, Adam 
Cummings, Stacy Bigham, Callie 
Wilson, Lindi Miller, Dana Martinez, 
Michelle Smith

ENGLISH
Prose & Poetry - Kelli Clark, Lacey 

Aston, Brett McQuahae, Mandy 
Gallaway, Michelle Smith 

English I - Most Improved - Jessie 
Arevalo, Ana Zavala 

English II - Miguel Guerrero, Jen
nifer Cabello, Nathan Carthel, 
Charles Vanzandt, Eloisa Soliz 

English III - Kimberly Martinez, 
Amy Anderson, Shanna Mathis

HOME ECONOMICS 
Management - Gretchen Quebe 
Comprehensive Home Economics 

- Lacey Aston, Kenzie Stapp, Tessa 
Stapp, Lindy Miller 

Parent & Child Development - 
Shanna Mathis

\
LHS TOP FIVE—Lockney High School seniors who will graduate as the 
top five students on Friday evening will be (seated I to r) Valedictorian, 
Cynthia Martin, Randi Jo Henderson, Lee Anne Gallaway; standing are 
Salutatorian Brady Marr, and Jarrod Clark. Staff Photo

Individual & Family Living - Amy 
Vega

Parent & Child Development Tech 
Prep Students - Tami Marble, Shanna 
Mathis 

SPANISH
Spanish I - Eloisa Soliz, Michael 

Mondragon 
COMPUTERS
Lockney ISD Tech Prep Students 

MCA - Stacy Bigham, Noelia 
Balderas, Allison Mangold, Thad 
Lusk, Marc Wilson, Amy Davis, 
Frank Guerrero, Amber Waller, Lindi 
Miller, Kassidy Hill, Matthew Lerma, 
Tori Minick, Jalie Robnett, Patricia 
Reyes, April Ochoa, Rosemary 
Padilla, Veronica Villereal, Branda 
Covington, Abel Rosales, Ryon 
Smith, Daniel Banda 

READING
TAAS Tutors - Charles Vanzandt, 

Jeff Archer, Simon Martinez, An
thony Poole, Nathan Carthel, Miguel 
Guerrero, Becky Lambert 

Student Advisory Committee - 
Noemie Sepulveda, Mike Vargas, 
Rosemary Padilla, Amy Vega, Miguel 
Guerrero, Joann Encizo, Shanna 
Mathis

Most Books Read - Josh Gary, 
Becky Rodriguez 

Outstanding Reader - Shanna 
Mathis 

BAND
Outstanding Marcher - Kelli Clark 
Outstanding Woodwind - Kaci 

Mathis
Outstanding Brass - Rodolfo 

Cervantes
Outstanding Percussion - Mandy 

Gallaway
Outstanding Section - Kaci Mathis 
Most Dedicated - Kaci Mathis 
Region Band Members - Kaci 

Mathis, Allison Mangold, Gloria 
Torrez, Janet Jones, Rodolfo 
Cervantes

LIBRARY
Joe Tambunga

UIL
Ready Writing - Kaci Mathis 
Number Sense - Dewayne Jones - 

District, Regional and State; Rodolfo 
Cervantes - District and Regional 

Math - Dewayne Jones - District 
and Regional

Computer Science - Dewayne 
Jones - District and Regional; Tim 
Mitchell - District and Regional 

Literary Criticism  - Adam 
Cummings, Johnnie Mosley 

Debate - Jennifer Lynn, Janet 
Jones, Erin Schaeffer, Gretchen 
Quebe, Michelle Vargas, Kenzie 
Stapp, Tessa Stapp

ART
Outstanding Art Awards - Callie 

Wilson, Wesley Hunter and Gerardo 
Luna

JOURNALISM
Named as co-editors of the In

former - Erin Schaeffer and Rita 
Mann

OFFICE WORKERS 
Jennifer Lynn, Nathan Amador, 

Kelli Clark
PERFECT ATTENDANCE 
Tori Minick, April Ochoa, Stacy 

Bigham, Rodolfo Cervantes
SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS 

American Legion Boys State - In 
memory of Wilford Stocmer by Mar
tin Stoemer and Cynthia Bybee, pre
sented by Mr. Poole to Dewayne Jones 

American Mathematics Compe
titions (PIN), - presented by James 
Poole to Dewayne Jones 

National Nominees for Wendy's 
High School Heisman - to Tim 
Mitchell and Allison Mangold 

W.H. Hallmark Hustling Horn 
Award - presented by James Poole to 
Kimberly Martinez 

Farm Bureau Citizenship Semi
nar - presented by Kelley McCormick 
to Tim Mitchell and Gretchen Quebe 

Rotary Club - Camp Ryla - pre
sented by Mr. Lusk to Kimberly 
Martinez and Amy Anderson.

t

MR. AND MISS FHS —Zack Abshier and Lacy Golightly (middle) were 
named Mr. and Miss FHS during the recent awards ceremony. Runners 
up included: (left) 2nd runners up, Lyndi Probasco and Ismael Vega; 
and (right) 1st runners up. Missy Pernell and Neal Nelson. Staff Photo

Best Wishes to 
Seniors '96

^t^We're proud of you!

NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY GRADUATES- 
Those seniors from Lockney High School who will be 
graduating with honors as members of the National 
Honor Society will be (seated I to r) Matilda Banda, 
Nicole Emert, Cynthia Martin, Tamarah Burson,

Randi Jo Henderson, Tikka Smith, Lee Anne 
Gallaway, Leigha Wood; (standing I to r) Michael 
Reynaga, Carlos Perales, Jarrod Clark, Josh 
Robnett, Cody Hayes, Federico Cervantes, Jr., Brady 
Marr, Rowdy Boggs, and Kalpesh Patel. Staff Photo
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rHEY'RE H ERE!!--These eager youngsters at 
Lockney Elementary waited outside for Bob and 
Elizabeth C arpenter to arrive and met them. The 
Carpenter's are a truck driving team that adopted

Mrs. Poole's third grade class and sent postcards and 
souvenirs from all over the country. They arrived 
Thursday morning at Lockney Elementary and let 
the children scope out the inside of the truck.
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Lockney third graders participate 
in Operation Keep on Trucking

By Sheila Poole
LOCKNEY - Mrs. Shelia Poole. 

3rd grade teacher at Lockney Elemen
tary, and her students have adopted 
trucker buddies/pen pals for this 
school year. Their adoptees are 
trucker husband and wife team Bob 
and Elizabeth Carpenter of Graham, 
Tx.

The most interesting fact about this 
project has been that the students have 
kept close contact and tracked the 
truckers on their daily routes through
out the United States. They have also 
tracked the mileage, pinpointed the 
cities on a wall map, and learned so 
many geographic and historical points 
of interest along the highways and 
byways of Bob and Elizabeth’s trav
els.

Elizabeth has sent approximately 
80 postcards to the students with all 
sorts of interesting facts about the 
land, points of interests, and useful

information pertaining to the work
ings of the trucking business. In ad
dition to the postcards, she has also 
sent the children snapshots, an atlas, 
some maps, letters, and brochures 
from different vacation spots.

The 3rd graders shipped them a 
stuffed bear deemed their mascot, and 
named him 'Sugar Bear Tex’ to ride 
along with Bob and Elizabeth in the 
cab of their truck.

Culm inating this very worthy 
project has been an actual final visit 
from Bob and Elizabeth this past 
Thursday at 9:00 a.m. They wheeled 
their big, white 18-wheeler into 
Lockney, honking their horn and wav
ing and drove straight to the school 
for a visit. The children were anx
iously awaiting their arrival with let
ters, posters, balloons, and open arms. 
An exciting time was had by all. Bob 
and Elizabeth arrived just in time for

the annual yearbook signing party. 
After joining the students for lunch, 
they left with a big farewell wave and 
78 huge hugs. Off they went and back 
to work on the road once more. Bob 
and Elizabeth Carpenter are a real 
working team and an asset to the 
trucking industry because of their 
willingness to share their adventures 
and knowledge with school children.

By the way. Sugar Bear Tex was 
returned safe and sound after his long 
ride in the cab of the truck and the 
children are convinced he has re
turned with a big satisfied smile on 
his little cloth face. This could also 
mean that if he could only talk he 
probably could tell some wonderful 
adventure stories of his travels with 
his new found friends. We all cer
tainly have enjoyed knowing you. 
Bob and Elizabeth, and wish you 
well.
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STOCK MARKET GAME WINNERS: Placing first 
in the 1996 Stock M arket Game were Lockney .stu
dents (l-r) Shanna Mathis, Captain, Christi Thomp
son, Mike Hernandez, Danny Vasquez (Back) Martha

Sue Lusk, Teacher. Not pictured - Emiley Gutierrez. 
Over 5,500 .students participated in the learning ac
tivity.

LHS takes top honors in Stock Market Game
Students from Lockney, Texas, 

have taken top honors in the Spring 
1996 Stock Market Game sponsored 
by the College of Business Adminis
tration and Econom ics at New 
Mexico Slate University. The lop 
award in the Northwest Texas High 
School Region went to Lockney High 
School teacher, Martha Sue Lusk, and 
students Shanna Mathis (team cap
tain), Christi Thompson, Emiley 
Gutierrez, Mike Hernandez, and 
Danny Vasquez.

The Lockney team placing first 
made $115,218 in equity. The 
Lockney teams placing 8th and 19th 
made an equity of $109,481 and 
$105,400 respectively.

An innovative method for teaching 
economics to students, the Stock 

^ ^ a rk e t Game is a computer simulated 
^R m pelition  played this Spring by 

over 5,500 high school, middle 
school, and elementary students 
throughout New Mexico and West 
Texas. According to Dorothy Hughes, 
Stock Market Game Coordinator at 
NMSU, “This Spring has been espe
cially educational and exciting due to 
the strong economic conditions driv

ing the current ‘bull market’ that has 
taken a roller-coaster type rid"̂  in re
cent weeks.”

Each team begins with an imagi
nary $ 100,000 and during a ten-week 
period each .semester plays the mar
ket, making transactions based on the 
daily closing prices from all three 
slock exchanges. Players may buy, 
sell, short sell, and short cover, and 
all transactions are charged a 2% bro
ker fee. Teams may also buy on mar
gin, says Hughes, but arc charged in
terest at 1%. The goal is make as 
much money as possible during the 
ten-week period. Transactions are re
corded on scan sheets that are mailed 
to NMSU, read by an optical .scan
ner, then fed into a computer. Once a 
week a summary report, showing the 
updated value of each portfolio and 
overall ranking of all teams, is printed 
and mailed to all participants.

Each year the top stale and regional 
winners in New Mexico and West 
Texas are presented with plaques and 
t-shirts and every participating 
teacher’s top team members are pre
sented with certificates. In addition to 
the game competition, this Spring an
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FIRE POSTER WINNERS— Earning cash money 
for their entries into the Fire Prevention Poster 
contest were: (back row, l-r) Junior High winners 
Mandy Holbert, 2nd ,and Ray Perez, 3rd; (front row.

WE FINALLY MET—Mrs, Poole's third grade class 
at Lockney Elementary school adopted a truck driver 
and his wife. Bob and Elizabeth Carpenter, and fol
lowed them throughout their trips across the United

States. Here in front of the map, marked with yam  
of all the places that the Carpenters visited, are Bob 
and Elizabeth C arpenter and their adopted third
grade class. Staff Photo

Floydada FFA holds local banquet
essay contest was held with the top 
winners also receiving plaques and t- 
shirts. According to Hughes, over 900 
awards were presented this Spring.

In addition to coordinating the 
game in New Mexico and West Texas, 
Hughes also directs the NMSU Re
gional Processing Center, one of only 
three in the United States, where 11 
states are processed each semester. 
Before the game each semester, 
Hughes offers several training work
shops, during which game rules and 
general investing information is pro
vided. Anyone interested in partici
pating in the workshops and/or the 
Stock Market Game can contact Dor
othy Hughes at (505) 646-3690 or 
write: NMSU Stock Market Game; 
P.O. Box 5021, UPB . Las Cruces, NM 
88003-5021.

Nationally, the Stock Market Game 
is celebrating its 20th year in opera
tion; over 700,0(K) people participated 
last year in 49 states. It is sponsored 
by the Securities Industry Foundation 
for Economic Education and receives 
financial support and the donation of 
teaching materials from many major 
corporations, brokerage firms, and the 
three stock exchanges.

By Meredith Schacht
FLOYDADA - The Floydada FFA 

awards ceremony was held May 14 
in the high school auditorium. Those 
receiving Greenhand and Chapter 
FFA degrees were recognized.

Leadership, Judging Team, and 
Stock Show certificates were also 
handed out. Highlights of the evening 
included the following awards: Star 
Greenhand - Meredith Schacht; Star 
Chapter Farmer - Leigh Dawdy; Star

to' J  V-

k ' i k

l-r) Prim ary winners Jacob Reddy, 1st, Edmund 
Martinez, 2nd, Zachary Minnix, 3rd, Intermediate 
winners April Aruela, 1st, Rachel Griffin, 2nd, and 
Kristan Lackey, 3rd. Staff Photo

Lone Star - Amber Womack; Out
standing Freshman - John Dunavant; 
Outstanding Sophomore - Tyson 
Whittle; Outstanding Junior - Stacey 
Lloyd; and Outstanding Senior - 
David Watson.

For the program, the four outgoing 
senior officers gave moving speeches 
about what FFA had meant to them. 
These included; Lyndi Probasco, Tif
fany Hinkle, Lacy Golightly, and 
Amber Womack. The ceremony was

concluded by the installation of the 
new 1996-97 officers. These were: 
President - Stacey Lloyd; Vice Presi
dent - Kelli Bertrand; Secretary - 
Leigh Dawdy; Treasurer - Tyson 
Whittle; Reporter - Meredith Schacht; 
Sentinel - Katie Smith; Parliamentar
ian - John Dunavant; Historian - Will 
Warren; Student Advisor - Kyle 
Pierce; Chaplain - Cory Kirk.

A hamburger supper followed the 
awards ceremony.

The Lockney Boy Scouts and 
Lockney Little League 

want to thank the following buyers and 
the community for their support at the 

annual Father-Son Bake Sale

First National Bank in Lockney 
Caprock Feed Yards 
Lockney Cooperatives 
Main Street Pizza 
D&J Gin
Lockney Fire Department 
Martin Stoerner 
Consumers Fuel 
Jimmy Kemp 
Kellison Spraying 
Robbie & Tracy Long 
Johnson & Johnson 
Robert Delgado 
Wilson Photography 
Taylor Graphics 
Tastee Burger 
Terra International 
Chuck Aufill 
Bobby Hall 
Ray Lee Equipment 
Adams Well Service 
Plainview Production Credit 
Louie Bybee
Gene McClain, Plainview 

Acid Delinting

Lighthouse Electric Cooperative
Don & LaDora Aufill
Stapp Body Shop
Charlie McQuhae
Charles Nelson Farms
Phil Cotham
Karla Stapp
First National Bank of Floydada 
Randy Henderson 
Hearts Desire 
Irrigators Inc.
Floyd County Hesperian-Beacon 
Vera Jo Bybee 
Ciba Seed
Richard Rogers Well Service 
Production Plus 
Danny & Kim Lambert 
Friends of Lockney Little League 
Lenny Gilroy

Special Thanks to:
Jimmy Kemp,

Auctioneer 
Donnie Bybee 
Lyndal Stapp

Thanks again, We Appreciate You!!
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LHS JETS TEAM"Members of the Lockney High 
School JETS Team that competed at WTAMU re
cently include (back row) Jennifer Lynn, Tim 
Mitchell, Carlos Perales, Fred Cervantes, Dewayne

Jones, Brett McQuahae, (front row) Rodolfo 
Cervantes, Lee Anne Callaway, Mandy Callaway, 
Kelli Clark, Leigha Wood, and Brady Marr. Not pic
tured is Jarrod Clark.
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WINDS PROJECT—Duncan Elementary students 
participated in the WINDS project to promote the 
importance of recycling. A junk museum was set up 
inside the cafeteria displaying the works of students. 
Models were made out of “trash” such as cardboard, 
dixie cups, aluminum and paper, etc. See here are the

TESC WINNERS FROM LHS-Those winning in the 
Texas Engineering Skills Competition held recently

are Federico Cervantes, Dewayne Jones, Tim 
Mitchell, Lee Anne Callaway, and Jennifer Lynn..

Lockney JETS Team places 3rd in state
LOCKNEY - The Lockney High 

School students participated in the 
TEAMS, (Tests of Engineering, Ap
titude, Mathematics and Science) at 
WTA&M. The contest is sponsored 
by the JETS, (Junior Engineering 
Technical Society).

The Lockney Team placed first in 
regional competition and third in state 
competition. Members of the team 
included: Federico Cervantes, Lee 
Anne Callaway, Dewayne Jones, 
Brady Man, Tim Mitchell, Carlos 
Perales, and Leigha Wood.

Team Members are given an oppor
tunity to refine academic abilities and 
build problem solving skills by work
ing cooperatively as group members. 
The exam requires higher-order think
ing skills using knowledge of math.

chemistry, physics, biology, visual 
interpretation of information, com
puter applications, and reading analy
sis and interpretation.

A second team placed second at 
Regionals and included: Rodolfo 
Cervantes, Kelli Clark, Jarrod Clark, 
Mandy Callaway, Brett McQuhae, 
Jeremy Rodriguez, and Jennifer Lynn.

Approximately 800 students in 
Texas participated in TEAMS com
petition.

Sponsors of the team are LaDora 
Aufill and Tonda Jolley.

The Lockney Team also partici
pated in individual competition in bi
ology, chemistry, physics, computer 
fundamentals, math, and English. 
Each student took three tests in the

TESC, Texas Engineering Skills 
Competition.

Individual winners included: C o m ^ J  
puter: Tim Mitchell - 1st, Dewayne 
Jones - 2nd; English: Lee Anne 
Callaway - 2nd, Jennifer Lynn - 3rd, 
Leigha Wood, 3rd; Math: Tim 
Mitchell - 1st, Federico Cervantes - 
2nd, Kelli Clark - 3rd; Physics: Brady 
Marr - 2nd, Tim Mitchell - 3rd.

The Lockney Team placed first in 
the Regional TESC. At the State 
TESC held at Texas A&M University, 
the following individuals placed in 
the top five: Biology: Jennifer Lynn - 
5th; Computer: Tim Mitchell - 5th; 
English: Lee Anne Callaway - 3rd; 
Math: Tim Mitchell - 1st, Dewayne 
Jones - 2nd. •

S evera l from  F loyd  C ou n ty  prepare to  
graduate from W ayland Baptist U niversity

WINDS kids sitting in front of some of the displays at 
the museum: (back, 1-r) Kristin Lackey, Cynthia 
Martinez, Taryn Rainwater, Gregory Vasquez; 
(front row, l-r) April Arevalo, Jackie Bums, Jarrod 
Kirk, Drew Bradley, and Jacob Reddy. Staff Photo

Jiave a 4/ô a and juH dummef̂ !

Pending final certification upon 
completion of final examinations, 
173 Wayland Baptist University stu
dents are scheduled to graduate dur
ing commencement exercises Satur
day afternoon.

Masters degrees are scheduled to 
be presented to 11 graduate students, 
while Baccalaureate degrees are 
scheduled to be presented to 147 un
dergraduate students. Another 15 stu
dents are scheduled to receive Asso
ciate degrees from the university.

Students scheduled to graduate 
Saturday upon final certification in
clude the following: Denise Cates 
Calahan, of Floydada, with a B.A. in 
Multidisciplinary; Ofelia Ortegon, of 
Lockney, with a B.A. in Business 
Administration/Spanish; Brenda 
Barnes, of Lockney, with a B.S. in 
Human Services; Mary Ann C. 
Reyes, of Floydada, with a B.S. in 
Business Administration; Eric Lynn 
Stringer, of Floydada, with a B.S. in 
Business A dm inistration; and

Jonathan Edward White, of Floydada, 
with a B.S. in Human Services.

A total of 71 Wayland Baptist Uni
versity students, including three stu
dents from Floydada, were honored 
with 106 awards during the 
institution's annual Recognition 
Chapel. Students from Floydada win
ning awards were Kevin Helms, Wall 
Street Journal Award; Eric Stringer, 
Who’s Who; and Jon White, Crimi
nal Justice.

Congratulations
1996 District Champions 

Floydada Whirlwinds
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Floydada Whirlwind Booster Club
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DISTRICT.

W. MILST.

O . F . OOM.............................t u u  Swiuvur. I
W. R. PtMAOM.....  .....Bq>i*MnUtive.
W. R. XoQin.............. Dtotrict .ludge/
L. 8. Thiia- . . . . . . ; . .  .Mtrlct Attorney.

COUNTY.

H f W rflcs tL flU r (o H'r. ScbL 
Rrgar'llns: Rf pr?sf nU*

(loa al CbifAg •

reached a point in itsinlenae bit- 
ternesa when it seldom sp 'ska rea- 
pcctftilly I f cny lienioerat wlip 
d)iicB to differ with it, on the 
money question; and it delitrer. 
att'ly endeavors to discredit and in the west and 
destroy the standing andiufluoacr 
or ail t-joutbem DeniOCtHts wbo 
advoeate the IVee coinage of

state except West Virginia 
Maryland, Delsware and perhaps 
Kohfue!iy. Hwe c&rry the other 
twelve southern states, they will 
be aiilBcient with those we carry 

middle west to 
give ns a m^ rrlty of the conven
tion unless our adveraariea resort 
U» a syHtrm of frivolous contents,

A ithur B. D unoui........ .... .County Judge
JL T . Miller..........County and DUtrirt Clerk, j

n r  Hkap<W uu l Tax t^nllnotor. ^D. W . Jeakiai. .BheriBaad
8. B. Chadwick............... -T a i A»«a»or
J .C .W O W I....................... ...............Trewurer.
J .  W . P ru itt..................................Surveyor

(Froatt tho Fort Worth ONf.ette.)
The following private letter i 

written by
--------- - is ,— _____ , .

la* Collector, because it is believed . U‘̂ w«PaP‘‘r oorreppondents; it per- people in every state which we do

Ponder tbMe qneationS. It is 
juBt as wrsngftil to sin by omis
sion as it is by oommisstoti; by 
inaction as by action.

—The Floyd City school cloasd 
Tbofaday tho 6th inst. A prits 
fou l of $27.80 was subscribed by

Congressrain J. Nor is this malignity con- such as yon BuggeBt To guard | the pitrons and Mends of tbo
published by Eastern vdltors and | against this, it is the duty of our school to be awarded as the tru»

COMMISSIONERS.

jA ha W ! W o n .. . . . .< . . . -----Piwclnct No.
A . ThamM...............................Prerinct No. 2 !
■j. t .  O m btiw ......................... P radnct No. 8 .
O .'w .'X v u n s ...- . ----------- P radnct No. 4 '

that tlie beqt interrata of the 
Dciuuf ratic party demand, 
tho facts and su^rgestinr s of serious 
import there!-' contained sbnuUl 

~ j be pressed upon the attention "of 
^ I the Democrats of Texas and of 

the South and West*
House of Representatives, U. 8.

Imeates adminiat; ation circlea carry to aelect men of auch cour- 
that Iho liighcst to the lowest |age and wisdom ms will render it 

During the last twq years, Mr. imposible for the convention to be

CHURCHES.
HXTHODl^.—BervioM f r i t*  Sunday in 

•auk n a p th  at D  a. R i..
B av .W . i l .  Adami, Pa»tor.

Waahiugton, D. C , Feb. 27, ISflO 
Mr. E. G. Eeuter, Tort Worth, 
Texat:

My Dear Fcnt®r—Tl'fs

Cleveland has not oppointed any 
proroiucut silver Demicrat to 
any important position; and no 
sensible man believes that this 
diaciiminatian hns been acciden
tal. But if anybody has hereto
fore doubted tbeintention of the 
gold slaudnrd men to defy * the 
decision of the Democratic con- 

preaa re-: veritlon, if it should bo favorable
poi ta thfvt t ie  Mloaisrippi Icgiela- 6;l.'or, that donnt must-have

been removed by tt locont letter 
of Secrot..ry rm.'isle in retcrcnce 
to tiie scn.'ttorial situation in Ken-

Bunday BcImoI «v«ry Sunday mcming tI I re  hi-S (u lo p ti-d  r e s o lu t io n s  in  
9:IS |o’ia«>ok. , w h ic h  th e y  r t r c la  r e  t h a t  th e  • t«U.-s

B. A -M cM aM it, 8u^*nnt«ndet.t.. ^ r e l i e d  o n  to  e l e e t . t l i c

ê wdeg «>8S d*d!^  ̂j 1 h mocratic^ uou'inecs for presi-| (y, j. y M̂r. Cleveland has been j We need earnestly to impress it
dent and viee-pievident ongltt to Doniinatcd Ly a uutionnl Demo-j upon our people that our dele-

crHtic convention three times, and ' gates ought to be men who thor-

successfully dominated by the 
perpetration of fraud. Our dele
gates ought to be men who will 
keep the Chicago convention in 
session until election day before 
they will submit to having the 
platform and uominatiuna forced 
upon DemocraMc states by means 
of fraud. If we send that kind of 
men to Chicago, there is no more 
danger of the gold standard nom
ination and platform thau there is 
of Bob lugersoll converting the 
Baptist cbu.'ch to his infldelit .

« c  j .  c . n t r , . l l i n »  v , . lc «  i , .  U i . l r

jr j,-D,y,,irid,r I Thi Mississippi
I silver men sssuic irc t!n:t (heir 
state convention ■ w.il instruct 
their delegates to the national

BAPTf8T.->-8« « i0M third , Sunday in 
•a d t B>«nth a t 11 o’clock o. m.

H . N . Foolo, Paator

COURT.
conventiou to insist upon aotne 
basis of reprcsontiilion like that 

jOunrsicr C ocsr-rC i«v*|nca at Floydado which I suggested in my letter to 
oa tho third Moadoya ofttor tho that | c U r k  liov.sU; provided they can 
Moadaya ip [ be certain that other states will
laay o o i^ u o  in aaaaiao Jcmo weeka.

C o u in r  Coewr.—Oouvanca the third l£on- 
doyt in Jannaiy , A|>ril, Ju ly , and 
Octobor.

dad* tb* aecond Mondaya In.FebraaiV,
May, Auguat. and Novambor,

neither lime was be more

ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE 
OF MAILS.

A avrilto  mail arrivM 12:00 M. and leavM 
l.-SS r .  M., daily c s c ^  Suaday.

XaUdoT m*il(tri-wtckly),Tuead*y»,Thura- 
daya. and Baturdaya, arrivea 10:00 a . 
M. and )*av« l.*S0 r .  n .

Lubbock mail (bi.w*akly\ Tucadaya and 
Fridaya, anivaa 10:00 a . u .  and laavM 
l.-OOtr. u .

and more honestly the parties nom
inee for the piesidcncy than Mr. 
Blackburn is the Democratic 
nominee for senator in Kentucky; 
and certainly if Mr. Carlisle would 
advise the gold slsndaid leeal- 
ciirant8 ill the Ivtntceky legisla-

*1,_1 .K . lure to bolt the Demo?raric caucussupport them in that position. 1! . . .  -
1 . ' nominatien for aenator, Le wouldhave promised them to write to i . , /- .  . , _  not hesitate to give the same adyou ond other frends in Texas' . ,

with the view ^  » prtaidenthil decUon.

F k^dada Lodge Number 712 A. F . A  A. 
I f .  metU in the Hall the firat Saturday 
night on ar after the ftiU moon in »ich 
aeonth at 6 a ’dock r .  M.

R. C. Akdbkws, w . m. 
w . T. M o n ao im T , aecretaiy.

^ C .  A N D R E W S ,

PhjMdRtt mi4 SirgeoR,
Tenders His Professional ser- 
vlcss to tbs Public. All Calls At- 
ten. ed Day or Night

OMee w t BeslAeace. 
9LOTOADA, TBXAB.

W. M. MASSIE,
(Bucceaeor to Maatie A Mriielee)

I awA m A Llvnlock Agent*
SVRTRTOB SSD ABSTBACTOE. 

» « y . •ell, leaae or exchange Land in any 
Mae tract* through wertam Texaa, Mpedul-1 
ly  through Fleyd and otbar Oauntiea of the 
Raautiftil Plaina.

E\ ..der snd Psy Tsxes, Furnish 
AbstimstA Perfect Tiiles, etc.

XOS'BSilDEirT LAXM A traClALTr
Address,

W. M. MASSIE, (Flotd Coim- 
TT) FL0TDADA«TBZAB.

ol ascertaiuiog if 
you think a similar reSolutiou'can 
be adopted by our state' convi-n- 
tion. The ArkeusHS, Gu.ipir. 
and South Camrna monibeia of 
congress are confident that their 
stotea will rcadi'v adopt our aug- 
^eatiun, if it is uiidcsiuod t''at 
the friends of silver arc to press 
it. 1 believe that we owe it to 
ourselves to propose nni iusist up
on some plan which shows that w« 
are willing to abide by the wHI 
of the Democratic party when 
fairly-expressed, and tliat we are 
ur.tt'iliing to permit those states 
which never vote cur ticket to 
iicrne the ticket for which we 
must vote.

The political situation he.b in 
the last two or tliree deys ia geu- 
emlly proncuuced lull t»f uncer
tainty, hut to my mind it is ele: i-ei 
than it has been at any time dur
ing the Inst two yeors. The open 
and bitter broach in the senate 
betweeu the Northern and Nnrlh- 
western Rvpublico.rs leaves 
scarcely ury recin to doubt that 
'he delrgutioiis f.'om c.t least eight 
and perhaps twelve, slates will 
walk o'ut ol the next R<<])ubiicuD 
luuvention. If Ibis bhoiiid imp- 
pen; '!t is B.en aimost a fcr:.‘p‘ v" 
concl'ision Ihfit a split w'l! oc !r 
in the Detnoci: tic cui triiuoudoi 
if tlie shvoi-ki.vu lave inajoiiiy «n 
uui ociivculi.-r, the ^o!d luiu-will 
bo.L

The liuih is 
standard n.i u ol 
Ea.,t who claiii. to he Li uuciuui 
ahboluU-ly hate the Lee t-ilver 
Deuiocraui U! ll d •**oulh, .'unl up 
ply to us the e.piil < lit oi ‘cmuk” 
aud ’’luuatic” vtr> much more 
Iroquenliy iLi.'h iliey oo milder!

Vico in a
We arS not Hfliherti^ to ■'tu^ose' 
that Mr. Cat lisle wrote ths lettor 

. to  the 1 imncrais in ITn.tmky 
withoni deliberately coui.iiiig its 
cw sequt uces, and he must have 
known lliat tlie ineviluhie result 
of gold Btandarl men bolting the 
rnriy’s nominatibr of a silv.m mau 
will be to provoke retulinlioii on 
t e part of the siiv>-i men again. t̂ 
gold standard r.i minces, i n t 
only believe that he knew that 
this would be the effect of his 
letter, but I also believe that he 
intended it to piodu'c this cFeet 

1 am new persuaded thiil it is 
ihe 8« till d purpose of lh'*presi 
cent and hi<< 'nimediale fHenda 
to disrupt and reorganize the 
Democratic paity. 11.ty pro
bably behove that it wilt be a 
better paily with Ihe southern 
Democrats out of it, and New 
York and New England mug
wumps and millionarica iu it than 
il is to-day. The fact ia that It has 
been n favorite project with Mr. 
V. levclauu since ho first entered 
public life to organize n pnrly 
composed, as ho iibroses it, “of 
‘the test olenifr.ts of both Ihe 
Democratic and Republican 
parlies,” and he seems to think 
that “tl.4 best elements” consist 
6f those who poesess the f.ieatesl 
wci.lth'uMd C'Ujcy the highest 
Social 8luli'*u. He is prooably 
as houist in his opinion as 1 am 
in miiic- aLd doublJets he seeks to 

that the gold I i‘■'̂ Iftote ihe weilaic cf our 
the North umS i (-nualry us siiicertly as Ido, but

fairly'oughly understand tho gru\ity of 
OUT situation, and who do not go 
to Chicago for a holiday or with 
the expectation rf surrendering 
their principles. If you succeed 
in iuipressiug this view upon our 
party you will increase the nbli- 
g.*ition which it already owes } ou.

I b*‘gan this! letter intending to 
write you only iq reference to the 
question of representation in the 
national convention, and I have 
«hrtfted4nto o th er -s ivttefs uptil-l- 
have burdened you with a long 
letter. In conclusion, I beg to 
say that 1 shall not be surprised 
if ,reat political changes occur 
this year, and 1 am uncertain 
what llieae changes will be, and 
whether they w ilt be for goed ox 
evil; but there is oue thing of 
which I am absolutely ceitain, 
und that is that is that whatever 
elbu may happen J intend to hold 
bard and fast to ihe'great lunda- 
mental principles of Democrary, 

Verj In.ly yoiirlYiend,
J. W. Uailky

1 know ILut whrti li c l>cicccralic 
parly uetses to be tile party of tho 
massed, and becomes tl e iiurty of 
the classes il will cease to de
serve aucces..^

If the tii.vor men in the south

The litizcna of Whichita Falls 
have calk'd upon the Kederaj 
government to open up the 
ludiap Territory to settlers 
The Territory has long boon the 
homo of robbers and freebooters, 
and lb') settlers along the border 
are'subject to depredations fiom 
the Indian Territory.

tees and the teacbera dirsetsd. 
After giving the matter ipscli 
thought it was agreed to sward 
them on the foliowing plan: To 
the audent doing the beat work 
in Mr. Hall’s room, advancement 
deportment, atten.lance, etc., be
ing the test, a prize of 'six silver 
dollars was to ba awarded; to Ike 
aecond best student, four silver did* 
lars was to be awarded; and to the 
third best student student, a prize 
of two dollars fifty cents in silver 
was to be awarded. Iu Mrs. Pm- 
itt'd room the same kind and the 
same number ef prizes were to be 
awArJ.)i on tho earns conditions 
and under the same restrictions as 
in Mr. Hall's room In addition to 
the above Dr. R  O. Andrews of. 
fered a prize of $2.50 to the student 
making the greatest advancemen t 
in Dole’s American Citizen cla ss 
in Mr Hall’s room. At the close  
the following prizes were awarded:

In Mr. Hull’s room Mias Lena 
Arderson received the $6.00 prise; 
Mies Emma Miller, the $4.00 prise, 
and Claude Burma the $2AO prise.

In Mra Pruitt’s room Albert 
Hambleu received the $6.00 prise; 
Blanche Terry, the $4.00 prize; 
and Mauds Duncan and Viola 
llarhey, the $2A6 prize.

In the ctaae Dole’s in Americao 
CitizcL Miss Allie Miller received 
the $2.60 prize.

liockncy Iteass.

There are five candidates in tbi- 
field for Congress to succeed J . 
V. Coekteil; viz, W. B. Plemons, 
of Amarillo; .lohn II. Stephens, of 
Vci'iicn; J. U. Calhoun, of Elaat- 
land; 1). ILHcIman, of Srjirobr 
and Judge Low man, of Sweet 
Water,

Are you interested in your 
county and your lowul A ieyou  
rOady to do ail you ran for tbumt

teiius to gold etundard R(‘Publ-'aru active and vigiiant wp , How muDU, h.ivi irou donel Dô  
cans, 'iue'i:»niteit, press has' certuiu to csrry every southern  ̂you patronize your county paper

LookiMj, T csai, MurchlS.
Mr. Editor:
II*AriiixthU y.ti «r* y I ' l ' ' to  *t*rt •  p*.

•r at the county *Mt, gire you •  fnr 
dot* from Lockney and mirrouading cou* 
try-

I fuppote *11 in the county know that wo 
Lad a Kinart nertber and snow on tho Biffat 
of ibe  17th.

Jaa-c« A. Taker will *tanto Amarillo to
morrow for good*.

Mr. Lagiry will *non - have eome now 
burr, for hie wind grist mill, and will k>ob 
be prepared to do grinding for tho public.

Oandidatei are getting to be plentiful now 
day* Meagr*. Frauk Andereon and SmBiat 
Henry were in town tbopp-ng to-day.

Tbe po >ple around Lockney are considar- 
aMy vexed with la grippe at preeent.

School is progrefsing nieely with good al* 
tendance notwiibutanding la grippe.

W e learn that the Grammer-KyleNonaal 
wit) move te Runiiingwater in the near 
uture.

W-, hear that Mr. D. P. Windsor ha 
tradsd hi* Floyd county property for 
Mr. ti’melisr’* Hale county property at 
Kunningwater sad will move thoro soon.

George Brewstrr sad son sr* building 
fer.ee six miles n xtbwest of Lockney on tb* 
Smith section.

Mr Mapes is putting up* windmill os 
the Dsgley lection eoutfawest oi town.

Mr. Powers, of white Flat. Motlay 
county, was in loan shopping Tl.ursday.

Mr. Itohert Lynn, of t r  i ly  county w il 
build at Lockney ir. tbe nosr ftiture. Ho 
hat already bought laud here.

Tbe blacksmith snd «ood shop st Lockney 
LEder the mansgcu.ent ef Messrs. Etopbon* 
ten and Kaiy ia doing a good business 

I -feeed sweet potatoes ar* soiling at 76 cts 
par bushel at Lockney.

I wo hear that E*q, Alloa Binith, of Floyd 
ada, will more to ,LovknojT aboot tbe Ait 
of April.
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C l a i d e  V. H a l l ,
Editor and Proprietor.

Offloe ot Publication, in the Carter 
ing near Lluno Hotel.

Butld-

Publiebed Kvery Friday at Floydada, 
Ployd County, Texae.

BVB8CK1FT10N. -  tl.OO PKR Y fA K .

• A L V T O B Y .

Among the many occurrencea 
of the present year of our Lord
I

yrill be the intelligence to my 
friends that I am no longer en
gaged within the dingy walls of 
the school room, but am seated 
in the sanctum of a newspaper 
office busying myself thinking of 
pleasant things to write, or stand
ing at the case serving the trade 
of a^'printer’s devil."

It Was with some reluctance
that I abandoned the noble and
raapoDsible work of a pedagogue
and entered the Journalistic field.
Wbilsi thus pondering over 4he
matter, the thought occured to
my mind that I was laboring in the%
same field where Froebel, Pesta- 
lozzi, Manp, and Baldwin labored 
for humanity, and won renown 
for themselves; but as I turned 
my thoughts and viewed the other 
field, I  remembered where the
genius of Franklin achieved ao

«
much for the advaucemeut of 
science and for civil liberty; 
Wucre Qreeley won fame; whore 
George D. Prentice’s wit, humor, 
satire and incisiveness made the 
columns of the Louisville Journal 
ring; where Henry W. Grady did 

so much towards unitizing the frig
id North and the sunny South; and 
where Henry Wattersos gained 
tbe kobriequet ’*Star-eyed. God- 
4088.” So after some deliberation, 
1 cbosn the latter work. What 
Will be tbe outcome of the new 
afivemure my o^n energy, ac 
qoirsments and constancy, and 
the fhture will answer.

Having beona '^printer’s devlF  
for a while and finding the work 
Gspngenial, 1 have since had a 
great desire to become thi editor 
of some wide-awake newspaper. 
To a partial extent this long 
cherished desire is at last grati
fied. Being sole owner and sole 
•dltof of this jonmal, not owned 
by any set of men, with no out 
hide rcatralnts on me whatever, 
and enjoying Uie freedom that 
every other person Is entitled to in 

this free lend of ours, I am in a 
pomtion to do my doty aa 1 un
derstand it, letting my own con
science and knowledge be the 
^odgS of my actiomi. X y  
blunder!—even though I may 
aemeUmss blunder—^mj blunders
—1 hope that others may blunder

(
aa rarey -^ y  tlvpdera will be of
|he bead Mtd hot Qf the h«a>t>

In this capacity as in all 
others in which I have serw^ 
the public, 1 shall do my ut
most to merit succesa and ap 
probation feeling confident that 
I shall overcome all obstacles ii' 
my way and that myefforta will no: 
prove fruitless and that “I will 
yet win the day Gon be willing."

1 solicit the patronage of the 
public, which will be highly appre
ciated. I am, Sincerely,

Claudk V. Hall.

fleeted State in which
'.lusitiun te  nerved till 180t, when 
lie was eloeteil t6 Congress to sii... 
ceeu Judge Kilgore

Mr. W. M. Massie, our fellow- 
towusman, is spoken of us a prob- 
ible candidate for Itepresontative 
from this districL Mr. Massie 
.lauie to Floyd county in 1889 be
fore the county was organized. 
He has served as county surveyor 
and has been, and is still, a suc
cessful real estate and livestock 
dealer at Floydada. Mr. Massie 
firmly believes that a great future 
awaits tbis'country. He has bad 
exhibits of Floyd and atyoining 
counties’ products at tbe Dallas 
Fair for the the past three years,

well
pleased with the showing tbe 
plains country made and more 
confirmed in his belief that this is a 
great country and that it has a 
great future. Mr. Massie is in a 
position to understand tbe needs 
of the people of this section.

Elsewhere in this issue of the
Gazette will be found tbe letter and img returned each time 
of Hon. Joseph W. Bailey, Con
gressman from fifth Texas district.
This letter proposes for the con
sideration of the Texas democra
cy what the democracy of every 
state in the South and the West 
should gravely consider, that is, 
the representation from the states 
which we willjiave to relie on to 
elect tbe democratic ticket should 
have a coiitrolling voice in the 
Democratic convention at Chica
go. This plan Is a just one and 
the democracy of tbe Northern nd 
Eastern states cannot object to 
that which is proposed by J. W .l . . . . . . .

and others. The South telegraph

Thousands of the populista are 
tbe greatest patriots of tbe land 
and have gone to the Populist 
party not because they favor the 

! sub-treasury. Government owner-

Bailey
has never demanded anything but I 
justice. Justice is all she still 
asks. Grant her this and she will 
be content Her sister, the 
young and growing West, only 
asks justice. Neither of tbe two 
sections has ever sought, and do 
not still seek, advantage over tbe 
North and the East; nojr has eith
er ever demanded legislation det- 
mental^to the North and the East 
But the North •  ul tba East have for 
many decades made laws against 
the interest and the consent of the 

! South and the W est It is time 
to call a halt Let justice reign 
in every section of the Union.

Tbe democracy oj should heed 
this suggestion and act upon it 
promptly.

Hon. John TV. Cranford, in a 
recent interview states that his 
name will be before the people o; 
the fourth Texas Congressional 
district as a candidate. It is re- 
reported that ’‘Old Dave," will al
so be in the race. Mr. Culberson 
has been in congress for 'twenty- 
two successive years and been 
extremely popular. For a .long 
time be could triuLphantly say 
that be could show tTie boys that 
it is a long distance to Washing 
ton But the never.ceasing wheels 
of time have been moving on, and 
some of ”the boys" are where 
they can see the*spires of the 
capital city and can nlmosl be
hold all the city in her magnifl- 
cience. John TV. Cranford is 
pure and honest and his ability is 
appreciated throughout the state 
and should be and Old Dave 
both remain in the race, it will 
certainly be warm.

and telephone lines, etc., but that 
they have lost faith in tbe Demo 
ratic party.

We admire tbe person who 
has convictions a^d has tbe roor 
al courage to stand by them; bat 
we ^ r e  not expre/MOur contempt 
for the per^p who has no opinion 
of his own, if'iiq possesses a sound 
mind, and who cures for nothing 
save that he isun'top.

Compromises and straddles on 
tbe treat iasuos engaging the 
the minds of the people belong to 
tbe defunct past. Tbe living 
present demands that eve’-y par 
ty express itself tbrrugh its plat
form in language easilv under
stood and not capable of differ 
ent constructions.

If the Democratic party does 
not keep her eyes open <.nd fails 
toadobta plitform enunciating 
her time-worn principles, and 
beads her ticket with men who 
arc democrats in name only, she 
may look fir  an overwhelming 
defeat,' as she would deserve.

At Wasliingtoii.
W bat la G oing on nt (be  

l ln l City.
C'Hp-

TLe time is goowing shoTt, yet 
there is no anuounced Deinocn-l- 
ic Candida e for pres tleuL Mor
rison is the only man whe is al-. 
lowing his friends to toy with his 
name." Matthewb of Indiana is 
shying about and Vice-President 
Stevenson is viewing the situa- 
tiou with a critical eye.

Carlisle and Olney are being 
mentioned aa administration can- 
didaes, but shrewd observers 
say if Mr. Cleveland deems it ad
visable to offer an administration 
he will offer himselL Just now 
he is devoting his efforts—and he 
is having hia cabinet to do the same 
—toward attempting to fix thiegs 
for tbe adoption of a gold plat
form.

He has even been led to be
lieve that it is possible to prevent 
Georgia sending a free silver 
coinage delegarion to Chicago 
The Indianians tell him they 
can prevent ii.

Carlisle is to fix Kentucky and 
and Josiab Patteranh has been 
delegated to get Tennessee in 
tbe gold line. That twefity-two 
Tennessee counties have acted 
the other way and non^ for gold 
would not indicate much success 
for Patterson. And Carlisle is not 
captaring Kentucky as fkst as he 
though, t Carlisle is now practi
cally bidding for Kepublican 
votes, but they are not going to 
him.

Indeed tbe free, coinage Demo
crats are winning all along .the 
line. Added to the vicrory of 
tke one-toonveniionv pebpte ' in 
Georgia come unbroke-j successes 
in Tennessee' and beginning of 
victories w.iich are sure to come 
al‘ along the line in Alabama.

The free coinage Democrats 
in congress are growing more 
encouraged each day. They see

uu;.':cr'88 in sight, and propose to  
win in the • Cliicago conventlou 
notwithstanding the array of 
office hoiuera working •: on tb# 
other side.

Speaking of politics,B enator  
Dave Hill, who baa flopped over 
to gold and tbe administration 
biae of neariy all tbiugs, is going 
ku Chicago a l the head of the New 
York delegation. H ill ss^ahe ia 
nor a candidate, bui ho ovidon- 
rly proposoa ro bo xho power in 
that conveu tion.

Just what he ia after is not 
known. Tha-aame old ambition 
is, hwwever, harbored in his 
breast

E n coaraglog  WorAa.
Below oearo ploaaod topubliab 

contributions sent in by . ftieuda:
A* you bsr« oetorad Um joiwnsUitib 
W bu li htu f arrow* auuiy , ds*Pi 
A bouuUiul lwrTu*i w«b«j>« it wUi, yWd( 
'Tliut you uouy «urly io*p 
Kot only »■ tulilciwioy. of wmIUi,
But goldeu opiniona too;
And tame and ruddy iMulta,
And triond* b«Ab tried and trtM.

1.2..B.

So' YOU have launched on the 
sea of juurnaiiam. May your bark 
outride all financial atormif and 
anchor sai'eiy in the, bay of true 
success.

A Friend, B. P. B.
Thingfi Te Bcackker*

That' tbe world was not made 
in in a day; that anything worth 
winning ia worth iaithful, persist- 
cut effort; that most good thinga 
come tv those who labor and wait. 
If we cannot accompliah what .we 
desire in one way, there are per
haps other and easier ways it can 
be done. We should not be die- 
couraged if  first attempts do not 
eiffschedv tnit look oareiiiUy Ibr the 
cause o f failure and with'idded  
experience renew the effort with 
more certainty o f success. Bam- 
est workers, having the courage 
of their convictionsand and !^th  
love for and faith in their labor, 
will accomplish the best work.

Words of abuse heaped upon 
President Olevelanlyand vials of 
mighty wrath discharged at the 
Administration is not tbe course 
to pursue; but earnesV persistent 
work on the part of ear country 
men is the true policy to correct 
existing evils.

Hon C. H. Y-^akum, who repre
sents tbe people of tbe third Tex
as district in Congress, gives it 
out that he will not stand for re- 
election, and that be prefers tbe 
practice of law to living a public 
life. ,

Mr. Yoakum is one of-tbe ableet 
men in Congress a n l that body 
loeea one of the most ardent cham
pions of Free hilver and the cause 
of the people. He was district at
torney in the 8th judicial district 
while ibe late Judge J. A. B. Put
man presided; and, while serving 
in that oapacity, he wae a terror 
to lawbreakers. Ia JSffi) bb v m

When tbe Democracy of Texas 
turns heself loose tbe 6th of next 
June, Judge Bufus Hardy and bis 
foollwers will say with a sigh sod 
a look of depression. “What are 
are we here fori"

Attenin.
I will adiress the people on the po

litical issues of the day at the fpllowing 
times and places^ viz.:

Seymour Wednesday April 1, 8 p. m.
Benjamin Thursday 
outhrie, Friday
Dickens,
Emma,
Floydada

S a t u r d a y

Monday
T u e s d a y

Matador, Wednesday 
Paducah, Thursday 
Crowell, Friday

i t

u

i t

a

a

i t

a

t i

a

a

a

i t

t i

i t

i t

t i

t i

i t '

t i

i t

a

u

a

Everybody, especially the ladies are invit
ed to attend^ Will divide time with my

Wears informed that there are 
five qandidates in tbe race for dis
trict judge of this the 60lh judicial
districL itseemathattheudgeahip oppoueuts if  they desire it.
of this di»triut is a desirable . po- ^  ̂  ‘
aition.

T te loss of Greer county does 
not Fecm to weigh besvilj 
the minds of Texans. All 
glad that the soil is at last ended.

on
seem

John H Stephens,
Oemocralic candidate for Congress, 13th con-̂  

gressional District of Texas.
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f«r 8b«riff u d  rax coUm Ut,
R P . BEEVES.

Plant trees!
Grass Is here.

OaU are beinf sown.
The March winds blow.
Fralt trees are beginning to 

t)l oom

Fsq. Allen Smith called on os 
this morning.

Mr. Carr gave ns a pleasant call 
this week.

How do yon like the H b ip e * 
ilAH GlSBTTBl

■ang your overcoat in the 
closet, spring is here.

Dt. Oldham left Thursday 
morning for his home at Albany.

T. A . Oowa-t of the Irlck set
tlement, was in to vn  Wednesday.

—Dr. Oldham, oi Haskell, is 
stospiag at tbs Liana this week.

—D. Y. Bainey has erected a 
windmill on his place aorthcast of 
town.

The Baptists will bold their next 
filth Sunday meeting at the Irick 
school honse.

B. 8. Crawford, of Claude, was 
in town attending the meeting of 
the Masors this week.

Prof. W. B Glark, of W hite Flat 
Motley county, was in town on 
business Wednesday.

Grandma Gardener, w ab has 
been quite sick at .this place, is

Mr. Sbortle Kuunfcla, who hai^ Kj;y8 nave been se’.liug for 5j 
been absent from this place fi«r p,.nts per dozen. They are now 
quite a while, is in the city. ' selling for 7 cents per dozen.

now up.

Bev. M. Morris, of Plainview, is 
here attending the gathering of 
Maaons.

There has been a great deal of 
ficknese of late, but no deaths 
have occurred.

Bobert Lemmond of Lubbock 
was in town during the lectures 
at the Masonic Lodge.

J. H. P.'Beed relumed this 
week from Amarillo with freight 
for the merebrats at this place.

Mies D ot Shafer, of the Plain- 
view Herald, aaeiated ut In get
ting out this week’s issue of the 
G a z b t t x .

Mrs. Hamblem has been suffer 
in^ for some time from lagrippe 
and neuralgia, but is now improv 
iBff-

A, 0. Bowers shows the public 
through the coJnmne of the 

Gazbttk that he is doing bus- 
ineee at Floydada.

Dr. Andrews is kept quite busy 
now attending patienta.

Jonn Day waain townalbw days 
aga.

Siiverton ia .well < repreaeated 
at this place by persons attending 
the lectures at the' Masonic 
lodge.

W. Bowers left last Mon 
fiay for Amarillo,' from which 
glace he will bring freight for our 
sserehants.

L. Ghalk, county surrey or 
o f Motley county, and Mr. 
Meodowa were in town two days 
this week.

_ B o v . D. H. Poole was prevent, 
od from filling the pulpit at this 
iriaco last Siwdwf hy- the cold 
Wiflhor.

The plains has cast aside her 
wintry uud uninviting appear-j 
ance and has conae out to show i 
her coat of green grass.

Mrs. J. D. Burleson of the Lock- 
ney Obristian College has been 
unable to perform her work in 
school on account of. sickness.

Quite s prairte fire south west 
of town last Wednesday evening. 
It is reported that Mr. Harold 
lost 3 or 4 head of cattle from the 
fire.

In this issue sppesrs the sdver- 
tisemeut of B. 0. Ware’s large 
store at Plainview. Mr. Ware al
ways has an eye to business; 
hence he advertises.

Hev. W. M. Adams, pastor of 
the M. E. church at Floydada, will 
preach at tne sebnoi. house next 
Sunday at 11 o’clock on the im 

poriancs of the Epwortb League.

Deputy Sheriff Anderson left 
Thursday morning for Ghildresa 
where he will bring his sister 
from the east, who will spsnd some 
time visiting bar brother.

W. T.Montgomery Isftlsstweek 
for Abilene, from which place 
be brought Mr. McCaulley who 
will spend four or five days lect
uring at the Masonic Lodge at 
thia place.

—V. M. Marsie returned last 
Saturday after several weeks’ ab
sence visiting relatives in Parker 
county.

—When in town call to see us, 
and give us the news .of your com
munity* Shyloelr wanted a pound' 
of flesh, but we waat news to 
publish as well as subscriptions 
and advertisemsnts.

A friend at Lockney kindly 
fiimished us the news of that 
village. We hope to have cor
respondents trom all portions of 
the county.

We will gladly publish com- 
muniratiaais from persons of any 
political faith. This is a free land 
and the G azettr  wants all to 
have the privilege of expressing 
sentiments through its columns

The following persons from 
Siiverton attended the lectures 
at the Masonic Lodge this week; 
G. M. Klutz, P. L. Crawford, J. R. 
Wright, Ed Crawford, ' A. J. 
Aakey, Dr. G. F. McClendon, 
Jake McClendon, Minor Crawford 
and Bev. G. T. Bameta

Bov. G. T. Barnes, formely ,,a 
resident of Floyd county but now 
of Siiverton, Briaeoc aunty, ar 
rived Tusstay miraiag and wil 
remain during the Masonic 
IsctursB.

-—O. W. Bvans  ̂familiarly call- 
ed by bis many friends ’‘Father 
Byana,” waa appointed commit- 
idoaer of the 4lh prsoinot to fill 
the unexpired term of B. P. Beeves, 
whs rsaigned some time ago.

S p r in g  is almost bore to glad 
den the hsarta of Ihnners and 
stookmen,, Prsparationa ars be
ing maids for gardshs, and many 
have planted Irish potatoes.

—Owing to the great amount of 
work we have had to do and our 
time teing limited in getting out 
this iasos, errors srs unavotdr.ble. 
After this our readers wiU'hsve s 
more newsy and more nsaliy 
iPrinted

In this iss'ie of the G azette 
apportrs the announcement of Mr. 
R. P. Reeves as a candidate for 
the office of sheriff nod tax col- 
lectotr. Mr. Beeves has had ex- 
perieucejn this line and under
stands the duties ir imbent upon 
a person serving in is capacity.

—If you find errora in thia 
iaauc, pleaae don’t blame ua, but 
kindly point them out and they 
will be promptly corrected. Re
member that DO one is infallible.

W. M, Maseio purchased a hun
dred and - nine copies of 
the Gazette  to , send to parties 
owning land on the plains whom 
whom he represent as a real estate 
agsnt Mr. Massieiaaman of push 
and energy and always advertises 
his business.

Uncls Dennis Bice, the promo
ter of the young and growing 
town of Bunniogwater, was in 
town last Thursday and gave us 
a pleasant call. He is traveling 
in the interest of Runningwater. 
He says that Bi^uninwater will 
soon have a newspaper.

—W epurch«;;d the printing 
press and lutfll belonging to ' the 
Espuela Land & Cattle Co. This 
is on# of the best newspaner 
plants in this section, and we shall 
soon be prepared to furnish the 
pi b i ) a br'.ght, newsy aper. pe are 
reasonable in ( Urebarges for space, 
a n l now is the opportunity for 
businessmen to advertise.

. BOWERS,
The Popular Grocer.

4 Complete Stock alwars on Hand.
GOODS AS CHEAP AS HE CHEAPEST 

New Goods Coming in All the Time.
B e f o i * o  ! E * m r c l i a » l x i g ’Y o u i *  S u p p l i e s *  

O a . l l  a . n d  P r i c e  H  s  O - o o d s .

Floydada, Texas.

. V... TeiM sber’# I n g t l t i i t* .  ; , .o
■ t

tIi« Floyd (iounty roxchen Institut* 
wU I meet at Lockney Friday and Saturday, 
April 24th aiid 2tth l890-

iiOBimro BiMiotrt:SO shabt-

InatitutM—Their Importaooa and poa- 
•ibilitiee—R. E. L. Muncy and J~. w . Pruitt.

Drawing—TO what' extent i t  ibould bo 
eught in the Public ticboole—J .  D. Burl^  
ton and Miu Lula Ueaeley.

How can a Teacher hat all gradet 
kt«p t*te primariea buty wbilt tbt mare 
advanced are reciting—M. O, Bryant Mitt 
Butie Anderton and 'Mita Ollie Beaaley:

■OOH.

Merita and Demerita of the Diagram
ing ayatem—Mrt. J . D. Burleaon. Mra. J . 
W . Pruitt and Miaa Fannie Wilton

lo w  to mnke U. S. Hiatory Interoating 
to nclaaa D. J . Thomaa and Miaa Com  
Haney.

Methoda In Arithmatic through Com
mon Fracliona—J . D. Burlaaon M. W . 
whitlow.

SATUXMT.

Some common Miatakee in Teaching— 
O. J . Thomaa, Mra. J . D. Burlaaon 
and w. w. Nelaen.

Algebra Factoring—J . w. Pruitt and M. 
O. Bryant.

Pulitica of our Preeidenta—Claude V . 
Hall and B . E. L. M un^.

iroon

DiiBoultiea Incident to a Teaoheria daily 
work How to overvome them—J . D. 
Burlaaon, Mra. J . w. Pruitt and Miaa oor4 
Haoarr.

what atttdiea ara meat valuable in 
cultivating the reujning faoultioi— olaud 
V. Hall and R. B. L. Muncy.

ozmmAL sueuma:
The object ofthe Inatituta h  to bring 

our teachere together for interchange e f  
ideaa and experiencee tbua to  raiae the 
atandard of our adhoola and improve o u r 
math ode.

Every teacher fh the county ia con 
aidarvd n membar of tha Inatituta and ia 
azpectedto attend the meeting and take 
part in the work:

Taacbera from other tountiaa ara oor* 
dially invited to attend. Tniateee and 
fHaoda of education are Invited to attend 
tbaM meatinge.

Moat Baapnotfyily,
Awenafm' B. Dmioni,

00. (Si-af5«io) Bupt. oC^bBo Bejieola.

R. C. WARE,
General Merchant,

The War is over and Dry Goods «re 
Down to Bed Rock Prices. 1 Want Yonr 
Trade and Propose to Hake it.Yonr In
terest to Trade with Me.

Colton is higher, but I em selling 20 yds, 
of L L Domestic for $1.00, either bleachct} 
or unbleached. All the Staple and .Fan
cy'C alica at 5 cts:‘ ‘ This includes the Oil 
Reds and Blues. Cotton Checks from 4 
cents up.

I have a Full Line of Fine 
Dress Goods, Shoes, Slip
pers, iaces and Every
thing kept in a first Class
/

Dry goods Store.

All Good’s Purchased from Me -wilLbe 
delivered free of charge by mail hack.

COME AND TRY ME.

R. C W ARE,
Plainview, - - - - Texas..

To Tbe People of Floyd county 
1 announce my self a candidate 
for Sheriff and Tax collector of 
Floyd county. I have lived on 
the border of Texas for the last 
17 years and in this county since 
its organization. I tliink I under 
stand the duties of the office and 
if elected will do my whole duty 
without fear or favor. Yours Beapl 

B. P. Bsetbr .
Floydada Texas.

—We are desirona of nuking 
thia tbe beat nawapaper on the 
plaint, and aaggeitiona anyone 
might olTtor will be abeerAilly-'ra. 
oeived and considered.

The following ia the result o f  
the special election Gaturday tiM; 
7th inat. to decide whether intox-
icating could be sold 
county or not:

in Flpyd

Hum- Voting For Pro- A f i ^
b«r. PNdnet. JhibHiun. Ptwhibid^

1 Floyd City 84 24
2 Sand Hill • 8
8 'Lookney 48 1

. 4 Foster’s 0
6 Sunset 8 1
6 Fairviqw 10 8
7 Bouiland 8 8
8 Moore’s 4 ft
9 Fainnount 4 1
10 Starkey 10 8

Totals w T
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CLAUDE V« H^LL) E^ttor.

OtBee otPabUokUoa, in the Outer Uuild- 
iac aeer Ueno Hotel.

rubHehul Krcry Fridey at Floydede.
ftoyd Coanty, TeanU.

SUBSCKlFTIOIt. -  tl.OO FEB YSAK,

LAKD COX. ANDREW J. B \K EB

Oh L easiif m A PnrehMlng 

P iU le  L uA .

OF THE

Austin, T e x ^  Feb. 19,1809,
Mr. R. T. Miller,

Fioydada, Texas.
Dear Sin

, I am in receipt of your
letter of the 15th in which you 
aa> that Mr. J. T. Fish made ap
plication to pi rchnsc section 1C, 
|>loclc B3, certificate 1-227, B. B. &
F., and that we have rejected the 
application because it was leased 
to the Matador Land & Cattle Co.
In 1893, and then you ask, that in- 
panmeb as this lease was ci.'tdo 
under the act of 1891, which per- 
iLitied an actual settler to buy 
graaing land under a lease, aei 
tlingopon Itand making improve
ments O itbe value of one-hundred 
dollars within four months, could 
not he buy under that provision? 
Ybu also couple with this qites-j 
tlou, the suggestion that the law 
tavors actual settlement as you 
understand i t

In reply to wliich, in order to 
clear up tbe question in plain 
terms, so that vou may not be mis
led in wbat follows herein, I  beg 
to say, that the Attorney Gener
al’s  OQlce has construed tbe effect 

■ ■ Af -aha law ̂  1805-to-bey4ha.t, it i« 
iptended lo be a complete code is  
itself, absolutely repording all oth-' 
•rlaws. All iquestioDS, therefore 

, arising in the shape of new pur
chases or leases are controlled 
pltogetber by the provisions of 
the new act This, therefore, j'ou 
will understand, answers your 
question in the negative, as far as 
the Fish application is ccncerncd. 
You are right, however, in your 
opinion that tbe law' favors the 
UCtual settler, and so do I. Rut 
by reference to the very first sec
tion of the act of 1895. you wili 
observo that the Commissioner is 
limited, in his powers to 6ell and 
leas«, by llieexreptioDsaud limita
tions imposed by this act and the 
constitution. Under what condi
tions <»n a person buy lands un
der leaset This question is an-  ̂
swered in scctien IS of Ihc net in j 
the following language: ’’Any 
UCtual settler upon ony of the 
lands mentioned in this act, being 
the head of a family, ebal! have 
the right to buy at any time not 
more than three additional see-i 
tiona of strictly pasture land, not
withstanding any leases thereof 
(this includes a lease under act of 
1891), unless by some other actu
al settler, the bead of a family 
leasing not more than three sec
tions.’' Further down in the 
same section the limitation 
la increased by the use of 
tlic following language; '’the

CHRISTIAN COLLEGE,
LOCKNEY, TEXAS.

OpencA Mbuitty September (he ScA, clA r.l!l CaLtlcae (III frlAay
Jane the 12th, 183|3.

T b e O nly T en months* School In F lo y d  n a d  A d jo in in g
Count lee.

TUOBOUGU. PRACriOAli, EOOr iMfOAL. ‘

J D. BURLESON 8. W. 8 1 T in
SADIE I1UELB30N j O. W. 3MITH J *>î ‘'Clors.

Tbe Lockney Christian College opened ltd first seseinn in October, 
1894. iiudar tlie present management with sixteen students, and con-  ̂
tinued nine months, closing with au eurollnieiit c f  foty-seveu pupils.

The present session has inorcasi d iwcfnld i Ld is eii adily grow
ing. The faculty are Uacboreof unqueatiuneJ ability i ud many 
years’ experience, and are devoted to the professiou of teaching.

To those who have eons and duugliters to educate this school offers 
superior inducements. Teachers whose schools have closed and 
who desire to raise the gnide o f their certificates and to prepare 
themselves to do better teaeiiing and to command a higher salary 
will do well to attend this school.

to w itness ti e era when all men | be finds him actually sick and in 
woul I not be re /ird e l as mvioen- j t;c*;d «.f the stimulant '‘prescribed 
ary, and a fulthlul public of!l«- ’ as medicine; pbovidbo that a 
elected by the people tl rouuh a p’M siclan who does not follow 
their pariiallty, who l.hs never In *!, prafesslen of ̂ medicine as his 
bis life done a mateiiil wrong | pi-incipal and usup! calling shall 
knowingly to any man, might be j authorised to give tbe

wail id too loug, tlie land was 
leased bcfiire this Ufflee knew it 
WHS in dem in l fur actu I settle
ment.- No lease has ever been 
made in this O Sje kiiowi-'giy 
when there was an applic Uion 
hr re to purchase. Leasts in two
or t!j-ee cases have beo.i so male 
bv mistake and a« soon as my at
tention was called to the mistake 
the leases were at once cancelled 
and the sale made to tbe appli
cant. The fei'ow who mode that 
statement made it doubtless to 
mollify his client by placing the 
wrongdoing in tin Commissioner, 
who is using every effort in his 
power to administer the law fair
ly. Resides the intimation that 
would prefer to lease land to

limitation is referred to because 
the Attorney General’s Olfice bus 
construed the liiw to be thui no 
agricultural land under lease 
is subject 10 sale which is clearly 
the law, except as stated. An 
actual aet'Ier u.rl-^r t’seas laws* 
is construed by the courts and 
the Attorney G ):ioral lo  bo oae 
who hao .applied f.>r and has p ir- 
chiisod a school section as au act
ual setMrr and as such is in fact 
an actual settlor. Bo that you 
will soe, that ona*a simply settling 
on .a sr'ctioa without having, pre- 
vioUvSiy purchased it us au actual 
settler is not in u condition un
der the law to disturb an existing 
lease. Year client not having 
found tiiraself in a position to take
advaiitugc ofjKo’ !aw~and thuSlatvf- irsidenf or do any *hi» « -else. .  I partially under the law is false.

allowed the same consideration 
ns every honest man accords lo 
liiiDBcll̂  that is, th t while hs is 
liable as all men are to make mis
takes, is never the less honest iu 
his intentions. It seems however 
that I shall never outlive these . to sell
low-down malicious characters.
Now, my dear sir, ta answering 
your letter 1 have taken tbe liber
ty to write generally touch!ug the 
law and especially with regard lu 
uiy personal effort heie, rot with 
a vie a of boring you with it, but 
to ask you if  you desire lo .’o so, 
to publish this letter for tbe i. h i 
luatiun of many others who may 
feel iul-no ted.

In re reading your letter, J 
find that 1 omitted to answer your 
second ques ion. Cne-liulf of 
section 8, block P»3, ceitlfleale 
1-728, lying inimeduitciy Lorth 
of fection IG inoutiumd at the 
beginning of this letter, to which 

presume you reter, is ciassi 
lied as watered grazing, and 
is under lease lo tl>e same com 
pauy. Tbe rreord lieredoes tiul 
show wb'ch half is. leased. Jf 
that can be determined by your

fere will,the lease contract rcutd 
not ob^viu the land applied for.

f'rior to my entrance upo n the 
duties of Gommissioner, the peo
ple had been educated up or down | 
to the idea that the Commissioner 
of the Lt>iid fifilco was possessed 
with some sort of kingly or impe-' 
rial powers, aud that be could on 
general principles do uny tiling 
he pleased with the school lauds 
and therefore had the right to 
make rules to suit himself, thus at 
his pleasure to override the law. 
Tbe result was, tliat much com 
plaint arose by reason of these nr 
bitrary rules. I liave, tlierefore, 
from tbe very beginning endeav- 
ored to reverse that course and 
to impress upon tbe iu>nds 
of ail persons interested 
the knowledge of the fact| 
that I am a democrat charg
ed with tha duties of a public 
trust, which trust ca'ried along 
with it the conditions which ar* 
prescribed in tbe 'aw aloi e, and 
that I liave no power to do any 
thing which the law did not clear
ly imp’y, therefore could not make 
rules or any ruling toneliiiig the 
rights of persons l»y wldch they 
might in any manrer be affeoleii 
iu their rights injuriously, not 
consistent with the provisioni ol 
theactSome time Mg )seme ( ‘l'o ’.v 
up at Claude senr a diupatcli t» 
the Dallas News, guying that un-

give the
prescriptions provided^for herein; 
AND PBOVIDED FUBTHEB, that BO 
person shall be permitted to sell 
more than once on the same pre

scription, nor shall any person be 
permitted to selt at al I on the 
prescription of a physician not 
herein authorized to give it; nor 
on a prescription^which is not 
dated, signed and certified as a- 
bove required; pbotidbd, that 
every person setiing such* stimu
lants upon the prescription here
in provided for ahali cancel 
such prescription by indorsing 
thereon tbe word ‘’cancelled” 
and file tbe same away.

This order to remain in full 
foTch and effect until' such time 
as the qualified voters of said 
county may at a legal election, 
held for that purpose, by a ma
jority vote, decide otherwise.

l l  is 'further ordered that tbe 
County~Judge of Floyd county, 
Texas, give due notice accord
ing to law of tbe order of this 
Court declaring the result of 
said election and prohibiting the 
sale of such liquors.

f lie n t, 1 will sell the ouhei half. 
■Very rospectlully. 
Andbkw j . B akbb.

is false.
All persons in tbe west who have 
taken any notice of my publicacts 
know that 1 have fovored the »et 
lemeutof the veunt’-y. They know 
that f .v.isa'it,h>r tha act of 1891; 
they know that I was p-irtieulur 
when I was before tho land com 
mitee of the last legislature to 
have inserted in the House bill the 
provision for f ie  sale of agricult
ural lands, whether Icos;!'! or not 
and yet this feli-uw instigated by 
the royal highness of tho imp of 
darkness, and without the fear of 
God before his eyes, did not hesi
tate to throw mu 1 on a faillifitl 
public officer and thus attempt to 
biingme into disrepute bef<>re 
the people. So sure was I, that 
the law provided for the sale of 
Rgiicultcral land under ease that 
1 sold many sections, indeed con 
tinning the sale o f them for 
moiilhs, (l.bl 1 did not think to e.x- 
aniiue viitically ti e law on that 
point till forceii to do so by a 
gentleman in Childress count.v. 
To my astonishir.enl, I found the 

! provision had been lift out. Bo 
iiiiportHiit, l:o.vever. was the ques
tion tlmt I would not assume to 
adobt .’i>.v own construction which 
necessarily Would change the 
poMry ol every scLool law on the 
subject without being re inforoed

PROHIBITION.
ELECTION NOTICE.

Order D ec la r in g  R esu lt o f  £• 
'  lec ilo u , lVedni«da> 

3f«rch IS , A. D .
ICOO.

Frohibilion Vlection |

•pn iwiiuwiug __ ^
settler exercising the preference I der the ruling o f Oo.n niasioner 
light herein given to buy or lease' wmv nenti

by tho opinion of the A t . • nay

within the eucloBuro of another, 
asmy so buy or lease any loads ex
cept a section on which there arc 
improvements of the value of two- 
hundred dollars, or on whicli 
there is a permaueut artificial wa- 
ler'supply ” It is also further 
limited in the tame section by the

Oeucr:il, who in a lengthy opinion 
concurred with my cunstriicUon 
ut tile law.

Any ;n in. who has sens" 
en • igh to keep out of the lu.iatic 
VBS.vli.tn wi uld ki:uw,it. w is toui.v 
interent to do every tiling, con

Baker, many poruuns are losing 
their homes on whioh viltnble  
improvements ha I b *eij un le. by 
leasing tho lands lo forci*,ii Ics-** ** lAiww:ix-evfc m. , , . ^ ..
sccsorcorporali.v .san i refus ng j
io sell tic m to actual ^.etilers. I Low ibly do to sa*isfv nil persons 
dono-know w hatLiiuo*dhiintO |,,^^j^g business with (his De- 
ma’Ke such a baict'aced statement' pnrtmeiit, and itiis absolutely con- 

ection by tre • unless he had auvist d bis client to Umptible lor an up-start to at-
following language: ogriJ w«it ui.iil the ninety (leys’ prefer- L^nipt to satisfy any fu.ther n
CBltBral land that msy bb,'-“«« -wd tl’**** could Jptoplc who have already l*eeu
leawd by an actual • settle;* Eh.iit lu y  any end avoid the payment
1)0 subject to OAls.”  This last! of the back iat*roat, a u i iuriug

Returns Canvassed 
missiouers Cuut t of Floyd Coun 
ty ,Texas, special session.

On this day came on to bo can
vassed the returns of an election 
held in Floyd County, Texas, on 
the 7th day of .March, A. D., 139C, 
to determine whether nr not the 
sale of ititoxierti ig liquors should 
be prohibited in said j'lo.vd 
county, Texas, and it appearing I 
to the Court that five copies of the j 
court ordering s vid election were 
posted in said‘Floyd county vc- 
cording to law, s Ld, t i t u  « pM - 
ing tbe returns aud counting the 
votes cast ia said eleOien ut the 
variuus voting precincts in said 
county, the election returns being 
i I dn.‘ form (>f law and properly 
cerLQcd lo l.y the oilieers Imld- 
iugsrid election , and it appear
ing to the t'curt iliat a i:..i,jo;'Hy 
of ihu votes cast ut said election 
were for prohibition. It is there
fore ordered by the thiurt that 
the result of sai < olcctioj be de- 
clf.rcd in favoi of i>. ..hibiiion.
A lid it is ti clore ordo 1 cd by this 

Court that i..e Jule of iiiloxicut- 
iiig liquor? ha lie*’Ci»j .jDF - ute 
ij pi.'diibitc t within ino of
Floyd eoi (ty, '«o.X;u‘., c.vcepl for 
the purpos.'s hu>! titider the regu 
lations-prescribed by lev wliiuh 
are us f  liiows to wit:

The Stats o f Texas, ) ^
County of Floyd. } * ’

B, Duncan, County Judge in and 
for Floyd County. Texas, do 
hereby certify the above and 
foregoing order of Court to be 
a true and correct copy of the 
order o f the Commissioo 
ert’ Court as entered of 
record on the' I8th day of March, 
A. D 1896, in Book 1, pages 366 i t  
367 of Commissioner’s Court min 

j US of Floyd County, Texas, that on 
{and after thirty days after date 
the above order shall be ia fhll 
force and effect, of which all par
ties take due notice as required 
by law.

Given under ray hand and seal 
office at office in town 
Floyd City, this 16th 

day of March,* A. D.,1896.
Arthur B. Duncan, 

County Judge of Floyd County,
Texas.

A ttest:
R. T. Miller,

County Clerk of Floyd County, 
Texas.

Tho B e llo  o f  177«.

BT JAMXa'.W. KnClBTBT.

,  --------

eduouleU l«» live on their prejudi-

Thc sale of wines for sacMuieiit-1 
al parpoaes, aud alcoholic stimu
lant.: as inediciuois in cases of 

jactuiil sickness, bat such 
stiraulanU ahali uriy lie sold up
on the w*r.tteu pn*s.*ripti'»u of a
legular p m ctic.'t phj -i<'ia»i, dat- 

|cd and signed by Idin, iiii.l certifi
ed 011 his honor that he, the physi
cian, has personally examined (he

cos. I hoped to live long enough [applicant, naming him, and ilutj

I*ra a iw««th«irt fond rad dwri 
Tou all know her wall,

6h«’t my pride; I 1ct« her, too,
More tbra I cm  t«l]. 

when M child 1 lenmed her nave  
At the old red school, 

where I set the d*ss in roers,
And dsily pUyed the fool,

She is just m  dear to mo 
Now Bs eh^wBt then;

I  remember how my besrt 
would he»t like sixty when 

Her neme wm  even menfioned—
My very soul would rise,

And I in choicest Iraguag;e 
Would laud her to the skies.

She had lots o f lovers then;
11)^  were quite tbe thing;

Yet I  ne'er felt Jealous,
Though she gave them all a "ring." 

She is Uie grandest of the grand;
Her praise has oft bean sung;

But now her "tangua'* ia silent—
Years ago my love waa "hung."
•  •  •  •  •  •

In dear old Pbiladalphia
Livee my swaatbeart fond and true; 

She's the lovely "belle”  of i Iberty* 
And you all know her, too.

Oay Time mey bring metShers,
But wherever I ehail dwell.

My irntti «f kMits will ever love 
TBs InsrgnvMOM B su s.

This reproduction of the first Hesperian published through the courtesy of
BLANCO OFFSET PRINTING

the <Htspetlan glHce I 9 ^ s ”
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Guiding Light
The West

The First 100 Years
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THE FIRST HESPERIAN  BUILDING

•i

CLAUDE HALL 
Founder of The Hesperian

By Juanita Stepp
A young man's interest in the ad

ventures of Ulysses served as the in
spiration for the name of what is now 
The Floyd County Hesperian-Bea
con.

Claude V. Hall, founder of the pub
lication, grew to manhood as an only 
child, accompanied more often by lit
erature than playmates. Hall is be
lieved to have especially favored tales 
of the wanderings of Ulysses, a 
m ythological traveler who was 
greatly impressed by a guiding star 
called Hesperus.

In truth, Hesperus is actually the 
planet Venus, also known as the 
evening star. Moving in orbit between 
the planet Mercury ̂  our own earth, 
Venus is far more brilliant than any 
fixed star. This brilliance presents it
self as a beacon of light in the west
ern sky each evening.

A man of conviction and vision. 
Hall established the Hesperian Ga
zette in 1896. The name selection re
flected his intention to provide a guid
ing light of truth and information here 
on the western prairie.

As men of vision often do. Hall 
moved on to greater adventures in 
education but the Hesperian remains 
as a source of enlightenment.

THE EARLY YEARS
Unfortunately, the early history of 

the Floyd County Hesperian is not 
precisely chronicled. Thanks to

Nancy Marble and the Floyd County 
Historical Museum, we are now in 
possession of a reprinted copy of the 
first Hesperian printed in March, 
1896. Records before March, 1913, 
were lost in a fire which destroyed the 
sheet-iron building housing the news
paper operation.

The Floyd County History Book 
published in 1979 states the paper 
passed from Hall to Cree and Adair 
then to Petitt and Guthrie. It was next 
owned by Tom P. Steen whose son 
Carl served as editor from 1906 to 
1910.

1911 saw the editorship pass into 
the hands of a second son, Homer 
Steen. Golden Neighbors, daughter of 
Homer Steen, recalls the building 
housing the Hesperian being de
stroyed by fire in 1913.

Neighbors says the building was 
reconstructed almost identically on 
the same site on Missouri Street. The 
location currently belongs to Don 
Hardy but the building no longer ex
ists.

In the true spirit of journalism, the 
Hesperian continued to be published 
during the 1913 rebuilding with the 
assistance of newspapers in Lockney 
and Matador, according to Neighbors. 
Steen continued to operate the paper 
until his retirement in 1962.

For more than fifty years, Steen 
duly reported on community events 
and took a strong stand on growth and 
improveme. t in the area under the

auspices of The Hesperian Publish
ing Company.

The museum history book lists the 
next editor as S. B. McBeath for sev
eral months before Wendell M. 
Tooley assumed ownership in 1962 
and restored the name Floyd County 
Hesperian to the publication.

The Floyd County Hesperian and 
the Hesperian Office Supply busi
nesses were moved to the north side 
of the square in late 1969. The move 
marked an end to the business at 212 
S. Main where the Hesperian had 
been published for the past 41 years.

Blanco Offset Printing was formed 
as a corporation in 1965 with Tooley 
as president. Owners of several area 
newspapers were stockholders. Origi
nally located at 212 South Main in 
Floydada, the offset press was moved 
to 111 E. Missouri in January, 1970. 
Floyd County Newspapers and 
Blanco Offset were joint purchasers 
of the Old Boren Building at that lo
cation. The Floyd County Hesperian 
occupied the front section of the 
building and Blanco Offset was 
housed in the rear of the location and 
each remains there today, 26 years 
later.

Jim Huggins, a part-time photog
rapher and photo processor joined the 
Hesperian staff at this time. He held 
several positions with the paper over 
the years, both in Floydada and 
Lockney before moving to Blanco 
Offset in 1980. He now serves as

manager of the print shop.
After purchasing The Lockney 

Beacon by trading for the Crosby 
County Review in 1972, Tooley 
dubbed the sister publications Floyd 
County Newspapers and combined 
the circulation of the Lockney Bea
con and the Floyd County Hesperian.

Twice weekly publication was in
stituted in September, 1972. Each 
paper retained it's identity through in
dividual front pages and separate 
sports pages. Subscribers to either 
newspaper received copies of both 
publications in their mail each week 
for many years.

Under Tooley's leadership, the 
newspapers worked diligently for the 
communities throughout his tenure.

' purchased the Tulia Herald 
in . .. Jim Bob Reynolds served as 
editor of the Hesperian until the sale 
of Floyd County Newspapers to Blue
bonnet Media Corporation of Austin, 
a division of the Rust Group in June, 
1979. A succession of publishers and 
editors followed under the supervi
sion of corporate representative J. 
Tom Graham. These included John 
Carroll, Jim Huggins, Shelly Harris, 
Carolyn Fuqua, Wes Brown, David 
Cates, and Carolyn Redding.

The papers returned to once a week 
publication in July, 1980 while under 
the supervision of Harris.

Continued on Page 2D
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RECENT TIMES
Floyd County Newspapers was 

purchased by veteran journalist and 
Pulitzer Prize winner Roland Kenneth 
Towery and his wife Louise in No
vember 1983. Towery served as Pub
lisher of the newspapers until 1986.

Redding continued as editor and 
general manager until July, 1985. At 
that time, Alice Gilroy, Towery's 
daughter, who joined the staff in Janu
ary, 1985, assumed the editorial post.

Towery purchased a 12 percent 
interest in Blanco Offset Printing in 
1986. Gilroy was named publisher in 
December 1986 and Jim Bob 
Reynolds was appointed editor.

Reynolds was previously associ
ated with The Lockney Beacon and

was owner of The Crosbyton Review. 
He resigned from the Hesperian in 
July, 1988 to accept the position of 
editor at The Tulia Herald. He has 
continued to be an invaluable friend 
and mentor to the staff o f the 
Hesperian during the ensuing years.

Gilroy continued at the helm of 
both Floyd County publications fol
lowing reorganization in 1988 as The 
Caprock Sentinel Corporation. Offi
cial titles in the 1990 Floyd County 
Centenniel Edition were listed as: 
Ken Towery, Owner; Alice Gilroy, 
Publisher and Editor; Neta Marble, 
Associate Editor; Rosemary 
Gonzales, Production M anager; 
Juanita Stepp, Bookkeeper/Reporter, 
Tami Nielson, Typesetter; and Bill 
Gray, Sportswriter.

With encouragement from the

United States Postal Service, The 
Floyd County Hesperian and the 
Lockney Beacon were combined into 
a single county-wide newspaper, pub
lishing the first combined edition on 
March 7, 1991.

Under the masthead of the Floyd 
County Hesperian-Beacon, the news
paper endeavors to serve the county 
and distribute the news.

Currently, Towery and Caprock 
Sentinel Corporation remain owner of 
the Floyd County Hesperian-Beacon. 
Gilroy is the publisher and editor. 
Marble serves as associate editor and 
Farm Editor.

The list of employees is short, in
cluding Stepp, typesetters Duffy 
Hinkle and Jolene Cummings, part- 
time sportswriter Bill Gray, and jour

nalism intern Cindy Perez.
In these days of uncertainty and eco

nomic pressures, the Hesperian-Bea
con is grateful to count among it's con
tributors a number of club and orga
nization secretaries or reporters who 
deliver articles of interest to readers.

The Hesperian-Beacon is also for
tunate in having local coaches and 
teachers who provide information re
lated to sports and school activities. 
Similar assistance from the church 
community and local residents is 
greatly appreciated.

As the newspaper continues the 
journey into a second hundred years. 
It would be amiss if the most vital part 
of our existence were not mentioned. 
A newspaper is nothing without read
ers. Thank you, gentle readers, for 100 
years of support and involvement.

&

HOMER STEEN 
Owner/Editor 1911-1962

N in e  n e w s p a p e r s  s e r v e d  
county during a century plus

Produced from old hand-fed 
presses and hand-set type to today's 
modern offset printing method, fea
turing computer composition, this 
county has been served by nine news
papers through the year. In fact, the 
number is a smooth 10 if one consid
ers the "Lockney Edition" of The 
Amarillo Daily News, which rolled off 
the pre.sses in 1912 and 1913.

Records indicate that the initial 
Floyd County newspaper productions 
were The Texas Kicker of Floydada 
and The Daily Plains Review of Della 
Plain. Both are believed to have op
erated in late 1890.

Then came The Floyd County 
Tones, which was launched the fol
lowing year in Floydada. Next was 
The Mayshaw Zephyr, which started 
in Mayshaw in 1892.

The Hesperian Gazette, forerunner

of The Floyd County Hesperian, hit 
the streets in Floydada and area on 
March 27, 1896...one century ago.

The name changed to The 
Hesperian in December 1900. The 
publication became The Floyd County 
Hesperian in 1908.

That same year. The Lockney Bea
con was founded in the north portion 
of Floyd County.

South Plains had its first and only 
newspaper for a brief span, beginning 
in 1927: The South Plains Sun.

Basically, weekly newspapers have 
served this county, although The 
Floyd County Hesperian and Lockney 
Beacon were semi-weekly publica
tions.

This newspaper became The Floyd 
County Hesperian-Beacon on March 
7, 1991. The two operated several 
years as sister publications prior to 
their actual merger.

^ a m i N o
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INSIDE THE FIRST HESPERIAN BUILDING

CONGRATULATIONS  
From One O ld Timer to  A nother

From

The Amarillo Globe-News
To

The Floyd County Hesperian-Beacon

Congratulations to The Floyd County Hesperian-Beacon  
on m aking it to 100, and into the new spaper world's 
very ow n (and som ew hat exclusive) Century Club.

The Amarillo Globe-News and all your friends in the Panhandle 
Press Association throughout the High Plains join in wishing you a 
wonderful 100th Birthday. We know what it takes to make the grade. 
Hard work. Integrity. Honesty. Professionalism. That's what builds read
ership, and that builds long life. We are proud o f you, and we are proud 
of your contributions to your community.
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Prairie Fires Dreaded
1970 Reprint by Homer Steen
One without a compass would eas

ily get lost on the boundless plain of 
Llano Estacado even as late as 1905. 
Likewise it did not take long for cow 
men, sheep men and settlers as well to 
realize how vulnerable this vast tree
less region was to fire.

In a dry year a prairie fire was the 
dread of all. When a fire got a good 
start it would be widespread in scope 
and destructive.

Claude V. Hall in his “History of 
Floyd County” quotes H.C. (Hank) 
Smith as saying the most destructive 
fire ever known on the South Plains 
was the one that broke out in June of 
1879. This fire started, Smith said, in 
the southern part of Crosby County. 
The interview was printed in the 
Crosby ton Review in 1912.

“At that time,” said Mr. Smith, 
“There were numerous wild hogs in 
the shinneries. A cowboy contrived 
the clever scheme of setting fire to a 
shinnery as a means of driving the 
hogs out in the open. A wind from the 
southwest set up, and the fire soon got 
beyond control, and raged in a north
easterly direction. As it spread it 
advanced to sweep an immense area. 
It crossed Blanco Canyon and finally 
spent itself in the region of Quitaque 
Creek, Bobby Creek, the north and 
south forks of Pease River and Tule 
Canyon.

“On the streams groves of timber 
were completely consumed,”

They Reacted Quickly
The loss in cattle and sheep was 

heavy, of course, and no doubt there 
were some left penniless, not in
cluded in this report.

These prairie fires continued to be a 
threat for full a generation, even after 
we came to this country in 19(X). Even 
if a nester saved his house and sheds, 
if he lost his feed stack and his grass 
he was in a hard sport. Accordingly 
when a column of smoke arose the cry 
of prairie fire rang across town and 
country alike.

One time in 1903 I was loafing at 
the Surginer & Gound grocery on 
west side of the square when one of 
the alarms sounded. It was a new 
thing to me. Before I realized what 
was happening Surginer (Carr) and 
Gound (Charlie) had grabbed a 
couple of brooms and some gunny 
sacks, jumped into a wagon tied up at 
the hitch rack and were off and around 
the comer of the four or five store 
fronts and out of my sight. Looking at 
the black column of smoke that cov
ered a large part of the western hori
zon I was well scared.

This I am not sure of. 1 do not 
believe the store owners took time to 
lock up the store before they hurried 
away. They were back in about 25 
minutes without going all the way to 
the fire. The fire was under control, 
they found, and the alarm was past.

Sanitation and 
Typhoid Fever

Reprinted from April 2,1970

“West Texas communities lost 
many useful men and women in the 
process of learning the hard lesson of 
sanitation....In 1900 there was no 
problem of sanitation. By the end of 
the decade sanitation was our princi
pal problem. It was hard to learn 
because we had so much to unlearn.”

Steen also told of many deaths from 
Typhoid from 1907-1912, which 
residents called, “Slow Fever.”

“If you didn’ t die the fever broke on 
the 22nd day,” said Steen. “Because 
of 22 days without food when you got 
well, without supervision, some 
gorged themselves and died of shock.

“It still makes me sick at the stom
ach to think of it...horses and milk 
cows and hogs and chickens and open 
toilets all over town—and no screens.

“All the communities had the 
problem...Lockney incorporated in 
1908 and Floydada in 1909, both for 
the purpose of trying to get the situ
ation under control.

HISTORY PRESERVED-Ken and Louise Towery view an old hand press 
on display at the Floyd County Museum. This method of setting type 
was used in the 1800's prior to the advent of linotype. Staff Photo

/

\

(•-..

l e
V

A LATER VIEW OF THE HESPERIAN BUILDING

Former Hesperian editor Homer Steen dies
-30-

December 16,1971
Homer Steen, a newspaper man for 

some 55 years before retiring in 1962, 
died at the family home in Floydada, 
Sunday morning, Dec. 12 about 5:30 
o’clock. Steen had been in failing 
health for several months, but still 
maintained an office on Missouri 
Street where he supervised the Steen 
addition, and wrote his column for the 
Floyd County Hesperian. He would 
have been 82, Dec. 29.

Funeral rites were conducted at 
2:30 Tuesday, December 14, in the 
First United Methodist Church. Rev. 
C.B. Melton, minister, officiated for 
the rites.

Survivors include his wife, Made
line Potter Steen; one daughter 
Golden Nabors of Amarillo; two 
sons, Maurice Steen of Bowling 
Green, Kentucky, and Phil Steen, of 
Denver, Colo.; one brother, Festus 
Steen and two sisters, Lonie Mince 
and Mina Gordon, all of California; 
seven grandchildren and six great 
grandchildren.

Bom in Hamilton County, Texas in 
1889, Homer was the sen of Thomas 
P. and Anna Elizabeth Grigsby Steen.

It took the Panhandle’s greatest 
blizzard to bring Homer to the plains. 
He arrived in Floydada on his elev
enth birthdate, E>ec. 29, 1899, after 
having spent four days in Crosby 
County waiting for a terrific snow 
storm to let up enough for the three 
covered wagons, in which his family 
was traveling, to make it to Floydada. 
The Steens were headed for Springer 
N.M., but two of their best horses had 
died, and the Steens were “flat

busted.”
Homer’s father secured a contract 

to haul a few loads of freight from 
Amarillo to Floydada, “so we just 
settled here,” he often said. That is 
how the enterprising editor estab

lished residence in this community.
The first thing Homer Steen said he 

could remember was standing on a 
vinegar barrel yelling “Hurrah for 
Cleveland!” That was back in 1892 
when his father was noted for being 
one of the many “Goldbugs” of that 
era. He also remembers his father 
voted for Brvan (when silver was an 
issue), and ever since that day Homer 
had been at a loss to explain politics.

Homer remembers he was the 
champion cotton chopper and picker 
for his size in or near the village of 
Pottsville, where he began his school 
career. His father was postmaster in 
Pottsville when Homer was bom, but 
due to changing politics or some rea
son he doesn’t recall, Homer’s earli
est experiences were in a cotton field.

Homer continued his schooling in 
Floydada. “You didn’t graduate at 
elaborate ceremonies in those days,” 
he declared. “The principal just told 
me I had finished school. I didn’t even 
get a diploma.”

Claude V. Hall established the 
Hesperian-Gazette in 1896. Homer’s 
brother, Carl T. Steen, worked for 
Hall one year to start the flow of 
printers ink in the blood of the Steen 
family.

Hall later sold his publication to 
Cree and Adair. They in turn, sold to 
Petitt and Guthrie and this duo sold 
out to Homer’s father, “just to please 
Carl” who was manager of the paper 
one year in 1906. Too, Carl had given 
Homer a job, but Homer worked for 
him only eight months.

Homer remembers his father want
ing him to establish a papier in Lock- 
ney, “and somehow I managed to 
finance myself during 1907 and 1909 
to establish the Lockney Beacon.” He 
leased his Lockney papier to a man by 
the name of Foster in Febmary, 1910, 
and later sold out to Ben F. Smith,

“the original Jim Ferguson sup
porter.”

Steen became a traveling newspa
per man the next year, working for 
papers in Clovis, Silverton, Amarillo 
and Plainview before returning to 
Floydada in 1911 to enter the fire 
insurance business.

July 4,1911 the entire block on the 
west side of the courthouse square 
burned. Homer, in a merriment ges
ture, said he used the date of the fire to 
figure out his wedding anniversary.

One time when asked what date he 
married the former Miss Madeline 
Potter, daughter of “Floydada’s most 
charming milliner who moved here 
from Dallas.” Homer started talking 
about the fire and guessing the date. 
Warned that guessing an anniversary 
date was indeed as dangerous as fire, 
the publisher telephoned his wife.

“Honey, are you in a good humor?” 
he introduced the conversation. She 
said she guessed she was.

“Do you remember what date the 
west side burned?” Homer asked. She 
told him. Yet, he couldn’t figure out 
the wedding date. He finally admitted 
as much in asking:

“Can you remember what day in 
August we were married?” he im
plored.

The date was August 16, 1911.
Following his marriage, Homer 

became editor of the Floyd County 
Hespierian. He says he did so because 
brother Carl was going to be a doctor 
and also because “two pieople cannot 
live as cheaply as one-if both like to 
eat.” He became editor, publisher and 
general manager of the Hespierian, 
which was located in a nice, shiny 
sheet-iron building.

The Hespierian building burned in 
March, 1912, destroying all of the old 
files. “Fire seems to have played an 
important role in my career,” Steen

has stated.
But he rebuilt on the same location, 

staying there until 1925 when he 
moved into a spacious, modem, brick 
building.

Steen trained and aided many 
newspapier men. Roy Haynes, Van 
Ezell, Ben Ezell, Bill Hams and 
Douglas Meador are but few who owe 
their start to Homer Steen. The 
Hespierian published the first seven 
issues of the Matador Tribune when 
Doug Meador had only a piencil and 
paper as assets for his new publica
tion.

At one time Steen said there is only 
one secret for the success of any 
weekly newspapier: “Fill the pages 
with names and spiell each of ’em 
right”.

By the time Steen had retired May 
1,1962, he had served the Panhandle 
Press Association twice as president, 
was a director; had been awarded top 
honors in several fields ofjoumalism; 
was a member of the West Texas 
Press Association; was a member of 
Sigma Delta Chi of West Texas; was 
a charter member and twice president 
of the Floydada Chamber of Com
merce and also had served as secre
tary and director; charter member and 
twice president of the Floydada Lions 
Club where he had a lifetime mem
bership; was a charter member and 
one time president of the Floydada 
Rotary Club and at one time served as 
chairman of the Democratic Party.

May 31,1962 was declared Made
line and Homer Steen Day by Mayor 
S.W. Ross. The town honored the 
couple with a banquet as a spiecial 
recognition to a family who had done 
so much for their town and to express 
sentiments of their love and devotion.

A host of friends and relatives from 
near and far attended his final rites 
Tuesday to pay last respiects to a much 
loved and devoted pioneer of the 
county.

Reader wants dimes worth
Reprinted August 20,1970
(Editor’s note: Bill Ellis at the 

Friona Star recently recalled this let
ter to the editor concerning what a 
reader expiects for spiending a dime for 
a newspapier.)

l^ a r  Bill:
I paid a dime last Thursday for a 

copy of this newspapier. You can di
vide it up amongst your employees 
any way you wish.

Now for the dime I paid you I ex- 
piect to get a newspaper with all of 
the local, state and national news. And 
I want every bit of it to be fresh; I 
don’t want to read anything I have 
read before.

For that dime I want at least 10 lo
cal pictures of news events and the 
pieople who made them. I want pic
tures of accident, fires, meetings, 
baseball games and anything else that 
I think is important.

Because I gave you my dime I want 
to know all the latest things about the 
local school district, the city council, 
the county commission, the state leg
islature, ^ e  governor, the U.S. Con
gress, the President, the war in Viet
nam and Jackie Kennedy Onassis. I 
also expiect you to tell me who died 
during the past week, who was born 
and who was married or divorced.

I want to read about what my

Hesperian microfilms old 
editions from 1912 to 1936

MAKING THE LINOTYPE-Harold Huggins is seen here in a January, 
1956 photo, setting copy with the linotype machine.

Newsprint shortage yields yellow paper
January 20,1974 because of a newsprint short-
This edition was printed ii: yellow age.

December 2,1971
The 1912 to 1936 bound copies of 

The Floyd County Hespierian have 
been microfilmed and anyone inter
ested in reading these editions will 
find it easier to read them and the 
microfilm reader is conveniently lo
cated in the front of The Hespierian.

H esperian publisher W endell

Tooley said the bound volumes had 
become so brittle and yellow that they 
were almost beyond conserving. 
Volumes of the newspapier before 
1912 were destroyed in a fire at the 
newspapier office.

Cost of purchasing the micro-film 
reader and film was over $8(X), ac
cording to Tooley.

church is doing and when. I don't care 
if there are 12 other churches in 
Friona. I want to read about MY 
church.

I want you to cover every football, 
basketball and baseball game in the 
Friona area and every play, ladies' tea, 
wedding and anniversary celebration 
in Parmer County. I expiect your re
porter to be there and cover them just 
because I gave you a dime.

If I get drunk and have a wreck I 
don't want you to print my name in 
the papier and I don't want anything 
in the paper about my buying a house 
or selling a house. I have a friend who 
is getting a divorce and you can leave 
that out, too.

I want to see for myself whether the 
prices are cheapier in Friona or Here
ford or Clovis. I want to know where 
I can buy a good second hand car, 
what's showing at the movie and who 
is having a sale. And you'd better do 
it too, because I gave you my dime.

Just because I don't have too much 
education, you needn't think you can 
take advantage of me. It doesn't make 
any difference if I don't want to do 
anything for my schools, church, city 
government or chamber of com
merce.

I pay my taxes and I just gave you 
a dime and I want to see my name in

this papier from time to time and I 
want it to be spielled right, too. I ex
piect every name in the papier to be 
spielled right; I don't want any mis
takes. If there are any mistakes to be 
made I'll make them, but YOU don't 
because I gave you my dime.

When I meet one of your pieople on 
the street I want them to give me the 
latest inside dopie. I expiect them to 
serve as publicity chairman on any 
committee I want and I expiect your 
employees to agree with everything I 
think or do.

And any time I want to call the pa
pier and ask how many children A1 
Capone had or how much gasoline 
Lindberg used on his flight to Paris, I 
expect them to know, I don't want to 
have to call back for the information 
I want.

Next week I'm going to start my 
own business here in Friona and I 
want a nice news item and picture 
about it. No, I don't expiect to take any 
advertising with your papier. If you 
run the news story and picture about 
my opiening I won't n e ^  any adver
tising.

And you’d better not give me that 
old stuff about you can’t do it either, 
because I gave you a dime for that 
lousy sheet and it's MY newspapier.

(Name withheld by request.)
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Prairie Fires Dreaded
1970 Reprint by Homer Steen
One without a compass would eas

ily get lost on the boundless plain of 
Llano Estacado even as late as 1905. 
Likewise it did not take long for cow 
men, sheep men and settlers as well to 
realize how vulnerable this vast tree
less region was to fire.

In a dry year a prairie fire was the 
dread of all. When a fire got a good 
start it would be widespread in scope 
and destructive.

Claude V. Hall in his “History of 
Floyd County” quotes H.C. (Hank) 
Smith as saying the most destructive 
fire ever known on the South Plains 
was the one that broke out in June of 
1879. This fire started. Smith said, in 
the southern part of Crosby County. 
The interview was printed in the 
Crosbyton Review in 1912.

“At that time,” said Mr. Smith, 
“There were numerous wild hogs in 
the shinneries. A cowboy contrived 
the clever scheme of setting fire to a 
shinnery as a means of driving the 
hogs out in the open. A wind from the 
southwest set up, and the fire soon got 
beyond control, and raged in a north
easterly direction. As it spread it 
advanced to sweep an immense area. 
It crossed Blanco Canyon and finally 
spent itself in the region of Quitaque 
Creek, Bobby Creek, the north and 
south forks of Pease River and Tule 
Canyon.

“On the streams groves of timber 
were completely consumed.”

They Reacted Quickly
The loss in cattle and sheep was 

heavy, of course, and no doubt there 
were some left penniless, not in
cluded in this report.

These prairie fires continued to be a 
threat for full a generation, even after 
we came to this country in 1900. Even 
if a nester saved his house and sheds, 
if he lost his feed stack and his grass 
he was in a hard sport. Accordingly 
when a column of smoke arose the cry 
of prairie fire rang across town and 
country alike.

h

One time in 1903 I was loafing at 
the Surginer & Gound grocery on 
west side of the square when one of 
the alarms sounded. It was a new 
thing to me. Before 1 realized what 
was happening Surginer (Carr) and 
Gound (Charlie) had grabbed a 
couple of brooms and some gunny 
sacks, jumped into a wagon tied up at 
the hitch rack and were off and around 
the comer of the four or five store 
fronts and out of my sight. Looking at 
the black column of smoke that cov
ered a large part of the western hori
zon I was well scared.

This I am not sure of. I do not 
believe the store owners took time to 
lock up the store before they hurried 
away. They were back in about 25 
minutes without going all the way to 
the fire. The fire was under control, 
they found, and the alarm was past.

Sanitation and 
Typhoid Fever

Reprinted from April 2,1970

“West Texas communities lost 
many useful men and women in the 
process of learning the hard lesson of 
sanitation....In 1900 there was no 
problem of sanitation. By the end of 
the decade sanitation was our princi
pal problem. It was hard to learn 
because we had so much to unlearn.”

Steen also told of many deaths from 
Typhoid from 1907-1912, which 
residents called, “Slow Fever.”

“If you didn ’ t die the fever broke on 
the 22nd day,” said Steen. “Because 
of 22 days without food when you got 
well, without supervision, some 
gorged themselves and died of shock.

“It still makes me sick at the stom
ach to think of it...horses and milk 
cows and hogs and chickens and open 
toilets all over town—and no screens.

“All the communities had the 
problem...Lockney incorporated in 
1908 and Floydada in 1909, both for 
the purpose of trying to get the situ
ation under control.

HISTORY PRESERVED—Ken and Louise Towery view an old hand press 
on display at the Floyd County Museum. This method of setting type 
was used in the 1800's prior to the advent of linotype. Staff Photo
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A LATER VIEW OF THE HESPERIAN BUILDING

Former Hesperian editor Homer Steen dies

y .

-30-
December 16,1971 

Homer Steen, a newspaper man for 
some 55 years before retiring in 1962, 
died at the family home in Floydada, 
Sunday morning, Dec. 12 about 5:30 
o’clock. Steen had been in failing 
health for several months, but still 
maintained an office on Missouri 
Street where he supervised the Steen 
addition, and wrote his column for the 
Floyd County Hesperian. He would 
have been 82, Dec. 29.

Funeral rites were conducted at 
2:30 Tuesday, December 14, in the 
First United Methodist Church. Rev. 
C.B. Melton, minister, officiated for 
the rites.

Survivors include his wife, Made
line Potter Steen; one daughter 
Golden Nabors of Amarillo; two 
sons, Maurice Steen of Bowling 
Green, Kentucky, and Phil Steen, of 
Denver, Colo.; one brother, Festus 
Steen and two sisters, Lonie Mince 
and Mina Gordon, all of California; 
seven grandchildren and six great 
grandchildren.

Bom in Hamilton County, Texas in 
1889, Homer was the sen of Thomas 
P. and Anna Elizabeth Grigsby Steen.

It took the Panhandle’s greatest 
blizzard to bring Homer to the plains. 
He arrived in Floydada on his elev
enth birthdate, Dec. 29, 1899, after 
having spent four days in Crosby 
County waiting for a terrific snow 
storm to let up enough for the three 
covered wagons, in which his family 
was traveling, to make it to Floydada. 
The Steens were headed for Springer 
N.M., but two of their best horses had 
died, and the Steens were “flat

busted.”
Homer’s father secured a contract 

to haul a few loads of freight from 
Amarillo to Floydada, “so we just 
settled here,” he often said. That is 
how the enterprising editor estab

lished residence in this community.
The first thing Homer Steen said he 

could remember was standing on a 
vinegar barrel yelling “Hurrah for 
Cleveland!” That was back in 1892 
when his father was noted for being 
one of the many “Goldbugs” of that 
era. He also remembers his father 
voted for Brvan (when silver was an 
issue), and ever since that day Homer 
had been at a loss to explain politics.

Homer remembers he was the 
champion cotton chopper and picker 
for his size in or near the village of 
Pottsville, where he began his school 
career. His father was postmaster in 
Pottsville when Homer was bora, but 
due to changing politics or some rea
son he doesn’t recall, Homer’s earli
est experiences were in a cotton field.

Homer continued his schooling in 
Floydada. “You didn’t graduate at 
elaborate ceremonies in those days,” 
he declared. “The principal just told 
me I had finished school. I didn’t even 
get a diploma.”

Claude V. Hall established the 
Hesperian-Gazette in 1896. Homer’s 
brother, Carl T. Steen, worked for 
Hall one year to start the flow of 
printers ink in the blood of the Steen 
family.

Hall later sold his publication to 
Cree and Adair. They in turn, sold to 
Petitt and Guthrie and this duo sold 
out to Homer’s father, “just to please 
Carl” who was manager of the paper 
one year in 1906. Too, Carl had given 
Homer a job, but Homer worked for 
him only eight months.

Homer remembers his father want
ing him to establish a paper in Lock
ney, “and somehow I managed to 
finance myself during 1907 and 1909 
to establish the Lockney Beacon.” He 
leased his Lockney paper to a man by 
the name of Foster in February, 19K), 
and later sold out to Ben F. Smith,

“the original Jim Ferguson sup
porter.”

Steen became a traveling newspa
per man the next year, working for 
papers in Clovis, Silverton, Amarillo 
and Plainview before returning to 
Floydada in 1911 to enter the fire 
insurance business.

July 4,1911 the entire block on the 
west side of the courthouse square 
burned. Homer, in a merriment ges
ture, said he used the date of the fire to 
figure out his wedding anniversary.

One time when asked what date he 
married the former Miss Madeline 
Potter, daughter of “Floydada’s most 
charming milliner who moved here 
from Dallas.” Homer started talking 
about the fire and guessing the date. 
Warned that guessing an anniversary 
date was indeed as dangerous as fire, 
the publisher telephoned his wife.

“Honey, are you in a good humor?” 
he introduced the conversation. She 
said she guessed she was.

“Do you remember what date the 
west side burned?” Homer asked. She 
told him. Yet, he couldn’t figure out 
the wedding date. He finally admitted 
as much in asking:

“Can you remember what day in 
August we were married?” he im
plored.

The date was August 16, 1911.
Following his marriage, Homer 

became editor of the Floyd County 
Hesperian. He says he did so because 
brother Carl was going to be a doctor 
and also because “two people cannot 
live as cheaply as one-if both like to 
eat.” He became editor, publisher and 
general manager of the Hesperian, 
which was located in a nice, shiny 
sheet-iron building.

The Hesperian building burned in 
March, 1912, destroying all of the old 
files. “Fire seems to have played an 
important role in my career,” Steen

has stated.
But he rebuilt on the same location, 

staying there until 1925 when he 
moved into a spacious, modem, brick 
building.

Steen trained and aided many 
newspaper men. Roy Haynes, Van 
Ezell, Ben Ezell, Bill Hams and 
Douglas Meador arc but few who owe 
their start to Homer Steen. The 
Hesperian published the first seven 
issues of the Matador Tribune when 
Doug Meador had only a pencil and 
paper as assets for his new publica
tion.

At one time Steen said there is only 
one secret for the success of any 
weekly newspaper: “Fill the pages 
with names and spell each of ’em 
right”.

By the time Steen had retired May 
1,1962, he had served the Panhandle 
Press Association twice as president, 
was a director; had been awarded top 
honors in several fields of journalism; 
was a member of the West Texas 
Press Association; was a member of 
Sigma Delta Chi of West Texas; was 
a charter member and twice president 
of the Floydada Chamber of Com
merce and also had served as secre
tary and director; charter member and 
twice president of the Floydada Lions 
Club where he had a lifetime mem
bership; was a charter member and 
one time president of the Floydada 
Rotary Club and at one time served as 
chairman of the Democratic Party.

May 31,1962 was declared Made
line and Homer Steen Day by Mayor 
S.W. Ross. The town honored the 
couple with a banquet as a special 
recognition to a family who had done 
so much for their town and to express 
sentiments of their love and devotion.

A host of friends and relatives from 
near and far attended his final rites 
Tuesday to pay last respects to a much 
loved and devoted pioneer of the 
county.

Reader wants dimes worth
Reprinted August 20,1970
(Editor's note: Bill Ellis at the 

Friona Star recently recalled this let
ter to the editor concerning what a 
reader expects for spending a dime for 
a newspaper.)

l!)ear Bill:
I paid a dime last Thursday for a 

copy of this newspaper. You can di
vide it up amongst your employees 
any way you wish.

Now for the dime I paid you I ex
pect to get a newspaper with all of 
the local, state and national news. And 
I want every bit of it to be fresh; I 
don't want to read anything I have 
read before.

For that dime 1 want at least 10 lo
cal pictures of news events and the 
people who made them. I want pic
tures of accident, fires, meetings, 
baseball games and anything else that 
I think is important.

Because I gave you my dime I want 
to know all the latest things about the 
local school district, the city council, 
the county commission, the state leg
islature, ^ e  governor, the U.S. Con
gress, the President, the war in Viet
nam and Jackie Kennedy Onassis. I 
also expect you to tell me who died 
during the past week, who was born 
and who was married or divorced.

I want to read about what my

i
Hesperian microfilms old 
editions from 1912 to 1936

MAKING THE LIN O TY PE-H arold Huggins is seen here in a January, 
1956 photo, setting copy with the linotype machine.

Newsprint shortage yields yellow paper
January 20,1974 paper because of a newsprint short-
This edition was printed in yellow age.

December 2,1971
The 1912 to 1936 bound copies of 

The Floyd County Hesperian have 
been microfilmed and anyone inter
ested in reading these editions will 
find it easier to read them and the 
microfilm reader is conveniently lo
cated in the front of The Hesperian.

H esperian publisher W endell

Tooley said the bound volumes had 
become so brittle and yellow that they 
were almost beyond conserving. 
Volumes of the newspaper before 
1912 were destroyed in a fire at the 
newspaper office.

Cost of purchasing the micro-film 
reader and film was over $8(X), ac
cording to Tooley.

church is doing and when. I don't care 
if there are 12 other churches in 
Friona. I want to read about MY 
church.

I want you to cover every football, 
basketball and baseball game in the 
Friona area and every play, ladies' tea, 
wedding and anniversary celebration 
in Parmer County. I expect your re
porter to be there and cover them just 
because I gave you a dime.

If I get drunk and have a wreck I 
don't want you to print my name in 
the paper and I don't want anything 
in the paper about my buying a house 
or selling a house. I have a friend who 
is getting a divorce and you can leave 
that out, too.

I want to see for myself whether the 
prices are cheaper in Friona or Here
ford or Clovis, i want to know where 
I can buy a good second hand car, 
what's showing at the movie and who 
is having a sale. And you'd better do 
it too, because I gave you my dime.

Just because I don't have too much 
education, you needn't think you can 
take advantage of me. It doesn't make 
any difference if I don't want to do 
anything for my schools, church, city 
government or chamber of com
merce.

I pay my taxes and I just gave you 
a dime and I want to see my name in

this paper from time to time and I 
want it to be spelled right, too. I ex
pect every name in the paper to be 
spelled right; I don't want any mis- 
t^ e s . If there are any mistakes to be 
made I'll make them, but YOU don't 
because I gave you my dime.

When I meet one of your people on 
the street I want them to give me the 
latest inside dope. I expect them to 
serve as publicity chairman on any 
committee I want and I expect your 
employees to agree with everything I 
think or do.

And any time I want to call the pa
per and ask how many children A1 
Capone had or how much gasoline 
Lindbcrg used on his flight to Paris, I 
expect them to know, I don't want to 
have to call back for the information 
I want.

Next week I'm going to start my 
own business here in Friona and I 
want a nice news item and picture 
about it. No, I don't expect to take any 
advertising with your paper. If you 
run the news story and picture atout 
my opening I won't n e ^  any adver
tising.

And you’d better not give me that 
old stuff about you can't do it either, 
because I gave you a dime for that 
lousy sheet and it's MY newspaper.

(Name withheld by request.)
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Jack Cantrell recalls m eeting 
Lyndon Johnson at the office

COMPOSING PAGE"Before computers, Pagemaker 
and "spell-checker" computer programs, the news
paper page was composed with metal type formed by

C. W. Payne remembers 
the "good  o ld  days

the linotype machine. This unidentified man is laying
out a page of metal type.

Dear Editor:
My name is Jack Cantrell. I started 

working at the Hesperian when I was 
12 years old. That was in 1944. I 
worked there until I entered the Air 
Force. I worked from 1944 until 1968 
off and on. I retired from the Dallas 
Times Herald in 1985.

I have many memories of working 
at the paper and lots of people I 
worked with while there. Homer 
Steen was editor. I would mention 
many names, but that would take up 
too much space. I will tell you about 
one of my most memorable happen
ings.

My main job when I started was to 
sweep the floors. The good brooms 
were kept in a metal cabinet in the 
front office. This was during an elec
tion year and each time a politician 
would come to town he would come 
by the local newspaper to visit the 
editor, expecting to get some free pub
licity. I remember this certain man

f t

Wolfe City
February 19, 1996

Dear Editor:
I doubt if I can help you much. I 

remember the Hesperian office used 
to be about where Martin's Implement 
is now. Just south of it was a grocery 
store, run by a man named Griggs. He 
talked to himself a lot. A man asked 
him why he did this and he said he 
always liked to hear a smart man talk. 
That answered that question.

All of us think it was before the 
streets were paved. We just had plank 
walk in from one store to another. 
There were alleys between some of 
the 'ouildings when Mr. Steen was 
Editor.

It was, indeed, a newspaper. We had 
no Radio or TV and very few tele
phones. A little later on—on election 
nights he had a Black Board out in 
front with the return on it. This was 
an interesting event.

When it rained, the street was 
muddy. When it dried, it was rough.

;

You could tell a new car by the way it 
squeaked.

In 1918, the ITu came over the court 
house and schools. Everywhere was 
full of sick people. Doctors worked 
day and night. Many people died.

Snow stayed on the ground six 
weeks. We lived 17 miles east of 
Floydada. There weren't any graded 
roads at that time.

I bought my first car in 1924—a 
Ford touring car for $300.00, curtains 
and all. I paid 50 cents for the License 
and renewed them the other day for 
$16.00.

I think we are living in a time when 
there has been more progress made 
thru science and otherwise since the 
beginning of civilization.

I believe God intended for it to be 
this way or it wouldn't be.

Sincerely yours,
C.W. Payne
(Editor's Note: Mr. Payne told us 

he has been reading this paper since 
1914 when it was $1.(X) for a year's 
subscription.) .
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September 10,1972
An order has been placed by the 

Floyd County Hesperian for one of 
the most modern typesetters on the 
market. It is a Compuwriter, pro
duced by the Compugraphic Corpo- 

. ration and is a computer typesetter

« %
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was none other than Lyndon B. 
Johnson. He was then running for 
Congress. He was visiting Mr. Homer 
Steen, the editor, and I had to get my 
broom. So I opened the door to the 
front office and knocked Mr. Johnson 
on his buttocks. Mr. Steen was really 
embarrassed and Mr. Johnson was 
really surprised, but very nice about 
the whole thing. He was a huge man 
and wore a big white western hat. I 
guess I was about 13 years old at the 
time, I can't remember exactly what

year it was, but I will never forget the 
incident.

Again, I remember lots of people 
and things that happened while I 
worked for the Floyd County 
Hesperian. It would take a book to 
cover all my fond memories.

Congratulations on the 100th anni
versary and I wish I could be there 
on the 24th of May.

Sincerely, 
Jack T. Cantrell

Two pages announce opening 
of Hesperian O ffice Supply

Two full page ads announced the 
Grand Opening of the Hesperian 
Office Supply on the north side of the 
square (111 E. Missouri).

The ad urged readers to come in and 
“see the most modem office supply 
and equipment store and to take a tour 
of the Floyd County Hesperian news
paper and see one of Floydada’s big

gest industries—one of the most 
modem offset printing plants in West 
Texas— Blanco Offset Printing.” 

New desks were advertised at 
$75.00 and up; flexback secretarial 
chairs for $29.95; electric Smith 
Coronas for $ 149.95; and a 3M Brand 
“Copy M ite” Copier for only 
$225.00.

David Nichols and Mr. Art

OFFSET PRINTING-(L-R) David Hoop and Kenneth Rimmer view 
one of the first newspapers to come off of the new offset printing ma
chine in 1965. This is the current method of printing this newspaper.

Hesperian installs computer typesetter
system.

At present the Hesperian “reader 
type” is set on a seven year-old set of 
Justowriter tape machines The new 
Compuwriter will print eight differ
ent sizes of type. The Justowriters 
print only one.

The new machine will set “reader 
type” just a little larger...and people 
with poor eyesight will probably en
joy this feature of the new typesetter.

Although the Compuwriter is 
much faster than the Justo-writers, it 
will still require an operator, and the 
Hesperian will still employ Gwen 
Cogdell, Sharron Huggins and 
Carolyn Fuqua...all who are very 
capable typists.

Blanco Offset 
gets new press

May 16,1976
Blanco Offset Printing received 

another Goss press unit for its press 
Tuesday morning. The new unit 
brings the press capacity to 16 pages 
per section full size page or 32 pagers 
tabloid size. It will also allow color 
runs on 12 page sections. The unit 
was ordered after Blanco’s business 
increased to printing 19 newspapers 
per week. The goss machinist is 
Roger Flegle from Denmark, Wis
consin. Blanco pressman is Oscar 
Enriquez and Blanco manager is Art 
Ratzlaff.

Dear Mrs. Gilroy,
You asked for people who used to 

work for the paper to write to you. 
You didn't say anything about their 
families writing to you. My son, 
David, worked for Blanco Offset 
printing when Mr. Art ran it and Mr. 
Tooley published the paper and 
printed several others.

My son came home every night 
looking like someone had dipped him 
in ink. He was always black from top 
to toe. Printer's Ink gets in the blood 
and never leaves. He transferred to 
Slaton when he graduated from High 
School and then went to work for the 
Avalanche Journal.

He quit there and moved to Okla
homa and went to work in the oil 
fields, then he moved back to Texas 
and worked at a rock crusher. He was 
not happy, so he moved to Nevada and 
ran an autoplex. He still wasn't happy.

Now he is at Odessa working for 
the Eagle American running the Press 
and he is very happy. He has settled

down and bought his home there. I 
can remember going for a ride to pick 
him up after work and we would have 
to wait while he worked overtime 
going to the depot to unload huge rolls 
of paper taller than he was and he was 
5' 8 1/2" tall at the time.

Mr. Art warned him at the time that 
if he got into newspapering he would 
never be happy out of it. Mr. Art was 
right. As his Mother, I spent a lot of 
time trying to get the ink and the smell 
out of his clothes. He spent a lot of 
time trying to get the ink out of his 
hair and out from under his finger
nails.

A lot of the people you mention in 
your paper worked when he did—like 
Wendell Tooley, James Huggins. A 
Vietnamese boy named Somny Tue 
worked there, too, but no one men
tioned him and, of course, Mr. Art and 
I could never remember his last name. 

Thanks for your patience.
Betty Sue Nichols 
Floydada, Texas 
December 31,1995
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COMPUGRAPIC MACHINE used in the 70’s and early 80's before we 
advanced to computers.

MOVING PRESSES—This photograph was published 
in the January 22, 1970 edition of The Floyd County 
Hesperian. The pictures told the story of the hard la

bor involved in moving our press units to their new 
location on the north side of the square (111 E. Mis
souri). Hesperian and Beacon begin twice 

w eekly p ub lication  in Sep tem b er
July 27, 1972

Hesperian Publisher Wendell 
Tooley announced that he had traded 
the Crosbyton Review newspaper for 
the Lockney Beacon newspaper and 
will combine circulation of the 
Hesperian and Beacon.

Joe Hawkins was to take over as 
editor of the Beacon and move his 
family from Floydada to Lockney.

“We feel that we can now give our 
subscribers more county news with a 
Sunday and Thursday edition each 
week, and we will be able to give the

Floydada advertiser full coverage of 
Floyd County and this trade area with 
around 4,000 subscriber homes,” 
Tooley added.

“Although circulation of The Be; -̂ 
con and Hesperian will be combined, 
each newspaper will have a different 
front page each edition, there will be 
separate sports pages in football sea
son, and we will be careful to see that

each town retains its identity in the 
changeover,” Tooley said.

Beginning with the Sunday edition 
of September 3, both newspaper 
began publishing on both Sundays 
and Thursdays.

Hesperian ownership changes
July 5,1979
John Carroll, 31, of Del Rio has 

become the new publisher of the 
Floyd County Hesperian and the 
Lockney Beacon, former publisher 
and owner Wendell Tooley an
nounced this week.

Tooley, who moved to Tulia in 
January after purchasing the Tulia 
Herald, announced the sale of the two

Covingtons purchase office supply
January 3, from Wendell Tooley.

LETTER PRESS-Harold Huggins is seen checking 
out a paper just off the letter press. The letter press, 
in the 50's, was the forerunner to the current offset

printing presses. Huggins is the father of James 
Huggins, who is the current manager of Blanco Off
set Printing.

January 2,1977
A full page ad in the January 2,1977 

edition of the The Floyd County 
Hesperian noted that Tanya and Jack 
Covington will purchase the 
Hesperian Office Supply, effective

The new firm name will be Office 
and Art Supply Center.

It is located at 111 1/2 East Mis
souri in Floydada.

newspapers to Carroll and his associ
ates.

Carroll also will serve as editor of 
the Floyd County Hesperian.

Jim Huggins, who has been filling 
in ̂  editor in Floydada, will return as 
editor at Lockney where he has been 
for the past five years.

Tooley, has owned The Hesperian 
since 1962.

Carroll is a native of San Antonio 
and has been on the editorial staff of 
the Del Rio News-Herald for the past 
year.

Also involved in the new owner
ship of the newspapers are J. Tom 
Graham, publisher of the Del Rio 
News-Herald, and Austin business
men Jack Crosby and Frank Kra- 
sovec.
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Stress and joys of newspaper publishing
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KEN AND LOUISE TOWERY 

Owners of The Floyd County Hesperian-Beacon 1983-present

By Wendell Tooley
Looking back to some 44 years of 

"newspapering" the greatest joys and 
some of the most "rewarding" stress 
came when I was editor-publisher of 
the Floyd County Hesf)erian....l963- 
1979.

Today my congratulations to the 
publishers and staff of The Hesperian- 
Beacon as they observe 100 years of 
publication. Although I purchased the 
Hesperian from a Sweetwater man by 
the name of Syl McBeath, I really 
succeeded the veteran newsman 
Homer Steen. After six months in 
Floydada, Syl decided he wanted to 
return to Sweetwater...! bought his 
down payment to Homer and took up 
his 12 year note to Homer.

Homer Steen and Matador news
paperman Doug Meador were my 
"country editor" heroes.

In summary...the joys of living and 
working in Floydada and all of Floyd 
County: Mackenzie Lake water, a 
new hospital, a new nursing home, a 
new grade school, a new airport, the 
Massie Activity Center.

My first editorial campaign was to 
get street signs named and up in west 
Floydada...then came the biggies, 

i  getting out of the old army barracks 
hospital, freeing the school children 
from temporary school rooms af 
Andrews Ward.

Although the people had approved 
bonds for the new grade school and 
hospital, a group of land owners and 
business people filed suit against the 
hospital and school boards, delaying 
their construction for a couple of 
years. (All this while construction 
costs were zooming higher and 
higher.)

Mary Tom and I lost a lot of sleep 
over E>ella Plains School, where she 
was a teacher. I went against the 
school board when it decided to zone 
the schools, whereby blacks and 
browns would be limited to attend 
what was known then as "black Della 
Plains."

My stinging editorial wasn't popu-

Bob Rafferty 
r e m e m b e r s  
Hesperian days

lar, of course, with the school board, 
but many people in the community 
began to shun us because of our stand.

The editorial led to a parent's march 
at Della Plains (with area TV cam
eras) and soon the school board sur
rendered to what was known then as 
the "Princeton Plan" (all colors of stu
dents went to every school in town 
according to the grade level).

The "school integration editorial" 
won first place in the Panhandle Press 
Convention newspaper contest and 
then the "best in the state" at the state 
convention in Austin.

We just sorta stumbled on to the 
Massie Activity Center. I had been 
editorializing for a youth center. One 
day I received a letter from some 
people in Pennsylvania. It was from 
some people I didn't even know, al
though I knew they were subscribers 
to The Hesperian. The letter was from 
Geraldine Massie Murray, W.A. 
"Best" Massie's sister. The letter said, 
"My husband and I are going to 
Scottsdale, Arizona for the winter, 
we'll stop over at Amarillo and would 
like to meet with you and your com
mittee.

Actually, I didn't have a commit
tee, so I rushed over to talk to my 
friend Clay Henry, at the bank. Clay 
agreed to go with me to meet the 
Murrays in the Amarillo Airport.

So, ^ e  Massie Activity Center was 
built for around $ 100,CK)0 in honor of 
Bert and Geraldine's parents.

Senator John Tower's wife, Lou, 
came and spoke at the big dedication 
dinner in the center.

Mackenzie Water
Although drought makes very little 

water available for the four sponsor
ing cities today, the people of Tiilia, 
Floydada, Lockney and Silverton be
gan to realize that the underground 
water wouldn't always be here in 
abundance. They decided to build 
Mackenzie Lake.

In fact, the first vote to build the 
lake dam failed to pass because the 
people of Tulia and Floydada voted 
against it. I suppose the people of 
Lockney and Silverton, who voted for 
the lake are still saying "I told you 
so."

And now it's hindsight....instead of 
costing $8 million on the vote that 
failed, it probably finally cost almost 
twice that much.

The Fun Things
I enjoyed surprising our readers 

with an April Fool story each year. 
Two of the best: Dougherty farmer 
Ned Bradley shooting a bear and 
Mary Tom starring with Roy Rogers 
in a movie. Roy had just finished 
shooting a movie at Matador "T.J. and 
McIntosh." I had in my picture files 
a picture of Mary Tom and Roy shot 
at a press convention in Austin. The 
cutline said, Mary Tom Tooley was 
starring in a movie with Roy Rogers 
called, "T.J. and Mary Tom".

A separate feature could be writ
ten about Ned Bradley...he was the 
famous Texas Tech dance band leader. 
I was privileged to sing in the Meth
odist Choir with Ned, who sat in the 
back bass row and often muttered 
comments about what was going on 
in the service. I visited Ned while he 
was in Methodist Hospital in Lub
bock, shortly before he died. He 
reached under the bed, took a drink 
of water from the fruit jar of water he 
kept there. Ned told me, I can't stand 
this Lubbock water, gotta have my 
good Dougherty well water."

Fun Football
One of my favorite joys of 

newspapering was running the side
lines, shooting action pictures. I re
ally got "my money's worth" running 
the sidelines with Coach L.G. Wilson. 
He was something else...and certainly 
a winner. When I moved on to The 
Tulia Herald, I was glad to see L.G. 
move there. We retired at Tulia about 
the same time...he won over 200 
games as head coach.

In comparison, 1 always thought 
Floydada was more of a football town 
than Tulia.

Two editorial cam paigns I 
lost...supporting the school board in 
moving the football stadium to the 
high school.

My children were blessed to attend 
Floydada schools...two Whirlettes 
and two Whirlwinds, who still enjoy 
playing a match of tennis every week 
or so. My best tennis buddy at Floy

dada was Turner Hunter.
Mary Tom and I look back to many 

fond memories with our neighbors the 
Howard G regorys...and Charlie 
Spence before we moved to the coun
try. Our children enjoyed the many 
animals Charlie penned on his acre
age behind our lot.

The Bowling Alley
When we moved to Floydada, a 

thriving business on the north side of 
town was the bowling alley. However 
in a year or two it closed. About this 
time we had some farmers who were 
raising onions and potatoes, who 
wanted to expand that type of busi
ness.

Bill Brown, John Stapleton, Clay 
Henry and I flew down to the valley 
and contacted a company called Loui
siana Strawberries. Although they 
weren't interested in marketing straw
berries in Floyd County, they did 
agree to put in a packing shed for pep
pers and some other vegetables.

Floydada didn't have an industrial 
foundation as such, but the banker 
said he would loan Louisiana Straw
berries $45,000 to buy the bowling 
alley building and remodel it for a 
packing shed. However, the banker 
wanted someone to sign the note. 
Jimmy Willson and I signed the 
note...and were very fortunate that the 
packing company complied with the 
payout requirements.

John Reue
This special edition of The 

Hesperian would not be complete 
without tribute to long time Floydada 
Chamber of Commerce manager, John 
Reue. He came to Floydada as man
ager of Penneys, later put in his own 
retail store, then became Chamber 
manager.

John was dedicated to the growth 
of Floydada and Floyd County. He 
helped his Chamber presidents put on 
a fantastic banquet every year...as 
many as 4(X) often attended.

John bowed out of this world at the 
weekly Rotary luncheon, where he 
died of a massive heart attack.

It was an awesome responsibility 
for Brother Floyd Bradley and me to 
go to junior high school and tell John's 
wife, Ella Babe.

ALICE GILROY 
Current Publishcr/Editor

WENDELL TOOLEY 
Owner 1962-1979

. .Editor of the Hesperian-Beacon:
In response to your notice of the 

Centennial Edition.

I w orked for the H esperian 
froml940-43. I worked with Mr. 
Homer Steen, Publisher-Editor, Mr. 
McIntosh, Ken Rimmer, and also in 
my class o f '43 Buster McIntosh and 
Wanda Switzer.

The big news at that time was Pearl 
Harbor and WWII.

I made a career of Printing, work
ing in 105 different newspapers all 
over the country. I retired from the 
Houston Chronicle in 1987 as Sys
tem Implementor, and now live in 
Lake Som erville with my wife, 
Leslie.

We fish and travel in our Pace Ar
row Motor Home. All thanks to the 
Hesperian because I learned printing 
there.

Sincerely,
Bob (Jim Bob) Rafferty 
Rt. 1, Box 608 
Somervile, Texas 77879

Can you go a week without 
making a mistake?

By Maria Brown
I was employed at the Hesp>erian, 

part time, for about three years. At the 
time I worked with Alice Gilroy, 
Juanita Stepp, Rosemary Gonzales, 
Neta Marble, Dee Leatherman and 
Jim Reynolds.

There were some crazy times, usu
ally on Tuesdays. We had to have ev
erything type set and proofread. 
Sometimes we had too much infor
mation and/or not enough. Then came 
Wednesday, we had to layout the copy 
to go to press, there was a deadline to 
meet.

Of course, there was usually new 
info coming in on Wednesday morn
ing or a change of information. There
fore, we would hustle to get the job 
done. As strange as this may sound it 
was during this stressful time we 
would find silly things to laugh about. 
It was a 'f/&y to "release" the tension, 
to keep from "losing it". On Fridays, 
if there was a mistake, the calls would 
come in. Alice the Peacemaker would 
take care of the complaints. I wanted 
to say to the caller, "Can you go a
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week and not make a mistake?" Some 
of the callers were nice and then there 
were the other kind; mean, hateful and 
very rude.

During the Law Library Contro
versy we received "threatening" calls. 
At that time, I was doing bookkeep
ing, meaning I would have to set up 
front by the big glass window. Some 
days I wondered if I would be shot at 
or a brick would come through the 
window. Even through this time of 
threats we kept covering the story. I 
felt it was scary at the time but now 
we stand proud that the events were 
covered.

Now, I want to talk about the best 
part of the job. FOOD! There was al
ways something good and fun to eat 
on all day. The last time I dropped by 
the Hesperian the first thing I noticed 
was the food. And there it was, some
thing good and fattening.

I would like to take this time to 
"thank" all those that I worked with 
for the memories. May ya'll continue 
to do a good job!

CURRENT STAFF"The current staff of The Floyd 
County Hesperian-Beacon and the ones who devoted 
hundreds of hours to this special edition are: (l-r)

Cindy Perez, Alice Gilroy, Duffy Hinkle, Neta Marble, 
Juanita Stepp and Jolene Cummings.

Huggins remembers years at Hesperian
Dear Editor,
I worked at the Floyd County news

papers during the seventies, and I 
have (mostly) fond memories of that 
decade.

In January, 1970, Wendell Tooley 
hired me as a reporter and photogra
pher for The Hesperian. I had no jour
nalism education or newspaper expe
rience except for a few months de
veloping pictures for The Hesperian, 
but "The Boss Man" hired me any
way, saying I could "pick it up as I 
went"...so I did, I guess.

This was "way back when," before 
computer typesetting and composi
tion. I typed my stories on a big old 
blue royal manual typewriter, and the 
newspaper type was set on the old 
strike on "Justowriter" machines -  the 
kind where you punch a paper tape 
and feed the tape through another 
machine to justify the type. The photo 
cutlines were set on a newfangled 
electric typewriter, but the typesetter 
had to figure out with a pencil and 
paper how to make the right-hand 
margins "come out even." Seems 
rather quaint now... '

The Hesperian staff at that time also 
included Peggy Medley, Flois Reed, 
Carolyn Sellars Fuqua, Gwen 
Cogdell, and my sister Sharron. Lots 
of times on press days, we'd all gather 
around an old piano in the office and 
sing "I Believe in Miraelfcs." Some

times it took a miracle or two to get - 
the paper out, as I recall.

Some of the other Floydada people 
and happenings that stick in my mind: 
County Livestock shows and ban
quets (the weather was always mis
erable); special editions for FFA 
Week every February; Martha Farris 
and the Floydada Girl Scouts;

Coach L.G. Wilson's "Cardiac 
Kids" — the 1972 Whirlwinds who 
kept finding ways to win football 
games in the final seconds and went 
to the state quarterfinals after beating 
mighty Childress 13-10, scoring with 
18 seconds left in the regional play
off; the building of the Massie Activ
ity Center (major story).

In September of 1972, Tooley ac
quired the Lockney Beacon, and 
started publishing the combined pa
pers twice a week, on Thursdays and 
Sundays. Even though the papers 
were combined, each retained its own 
identity with separate mastheads and 
different front pages. There were two 
different sports pages, because it 
made the fans extremely angry to read 
about "that other county team" in their
paper. Of course, I knew about the 
rivalry between the towns, but I didn't 
realize the extent of the hard feelings 
some folks had about it. When I was 
going to school (Floydada High 
School, class of '61), we always 
wanted to beat the Longhorns (and

usually did, quite handily), but I didn't 
think it was such a big deal.

I found out when I moved to 
Lockney in 1974 to become editor of 
The Beacon, some of those Lockney 
folks took it seriously!

I felt that I had two strikes against 
me when I went to The Beacon -  I 
was from Floydada, and I had a hard 
act to follow because former Beacon 
editor Jim Reynolds was still strong 
in Lockneyites memories. It's a good 
thing Lockney folks decided to give 
me a chance, or I'd have been a "man 
without a city" later that year.

In the fall of '74, the Whirlwinds 
were ranked high in the state football 
polls and the Longhorns were big 
underdogs in what I believe was the 
first district game of the year, the 
"Floyd County Championship" in 
Lockney. Yep, Coach Jim Warren's 
'Horns beat the Whirlwinds 13-7, 
knocking them out of the polls and 
out of the playoffs. After that, I 
learned that some Floydada folks took 
it seriously, too. The next year, the 
Whirlwinds beat the Longhorns 43-8 
at Wester Field, and someone poured 
paint all over my nearly new beauti
ful red Ford Torino with the fake hood 
scoop and the racing stripe.

There were lots of folks without 
whom I'd never have made it at The 
Beacon. Some of the ones I remem
ber are fellow employees Edith Coo

per and Gayle Jackson; LHS Ag in
structor, Elvin Lyon; Coaches Jim 
Warren and Marsha Sharp; band di
rector Raymond Lusk; Mrs. Felicia 
Applewhite, who wrote many "old- 
timers" feature stories for The Bea
con; Lockney merchants Claude 
Brown, Wilbur Mize, Thurman Davis 
and others; and my ping-pong play
ing buddies Gary Stennett and James 
Race. I'm sure I've forgotten some
one really important, but these are 
some of the people who come to mind 
from those days at The Beacon.

Congratulations on 100 years of 
newspapering!

Sincerely,
Jim Huggins 

(James in Floydada)

Hesperian to 
publish weekly

June 19,1980
An announcement by Publisher 

Shelly Harris, states that beginning 
the first of July, both papers will be 
published weekly instead of twice 
weekly.

The first weekly edition would be 
July 3rd.

/
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Deadlines insure completion of assignments
By Alice Gilroy
I’ve spent so much time harassing 

everyone else to turn in their “remem- 
berances” for this Centennial issue 
that r  ve waited until the last minute to 
put my own thoughts on paper.

I don’t know why that would sur
prise me any. If it weren’t for dead
lines I wouldn’t get anything done. 
Deadlines have become a very impor
tant part of my life.

I didn’t train for this job in a “for
mal” journalism class, but in some 
ways I feel like I’ve been training for 
it ail my life. In fact, I believe for as 
long as I stay in this business I will be 
receiving “on the job training” every 
day until I leave.

Each day is different. The only 
routine part of my job is making ad 
runs and checking with my “sources” 
at approximately the same time each 
week. That is where the routine stops. 
Very often the ad runs or the 
“sources” will supply me with a little 
information to send me off on another 
tangent that will end up to be anything 
other than “routine”.

It is very much like police work— 
which is really what I “trained” for. I 
chose police work because I wanted to 
“help people”. I wanted to keep the 
bullies from running over the little 
guy. I wanted the little guy to be able 
to fight back and win. Maybe that is 
the same reason I like newspaper 
work.

When I told my police chief I was 
leaving the department to go work at 
a newspaper, he said, “So you’re lay
ing down the sword and picking up 
the pen.”

I moved here from Houston on 
January 1 ,198S, and had no intention 
of staying. I was just going to learn 
“the ropes” and then move to Austin 
to be closer to my family.

I had already tried to change profes
sions and gain employment at small 
papers in the Austin area. Believe it or 
not when they found out I was a po
liceman, and had no experience in the 
newspaper field, no one wanted to 
hire me.

Except for my dad (the famous 
Lamplighter and Chow Dipper, Ken 
Towery!). He owns this paper and he 
told me to come and learn the Business 
(I love nepotism). Dad told me if I 
liked it I could venture out and try 
again at a different paper.

It didn’t take long. I was hooked. I 
guess it was the newspaper ink in the 
family history. It was bred into me.

I didn’t want the position as Editor

when it was dropped into my lap. I did
not feel qualified and I still don’t. It is
an awesome responsibility. I also had

some very big footsteps to follow in.
Besides wanting to live up to the 

smallest of my own father’s expecta
tions I also had to try and measure up 
to Homer Steen’s fans.

I could not have survived the past 
11 years without the guidance of my 
father, former Editor Jim Reynolds, 
and the overwhelming help of the 
staff I have worked with.

This is not just a job to the girls who 
spend their hours in this office. If it 
was just a job, they would have quit a 
long time ago—because the pay is 
terrible and the hours are way too 
long. The women who work here do 
it because they see the paper the same 
way I do—as a lifebloiDd to the com
munity. They love the paper because 
they love the community.

They worry over the words like 
you worry over your family. We feel 
the pain of each heartbrealdng story 
and rejoice over the baby announce
ments. Then we pass it on to you and 
let you do the same.

There are so many stories over the 
years that we have shared with you 
and you have shared with us. We 
would not have a paper without 
you—and not because of your sub
scriptions. It is your involvement that 
makes this a newspaper. (Of course, 
we love your subscriptions and ads. It 
does pay the bills.)

The stories I lost the most sleep 
over were probably the controversy 
over Dr. Swate and the group of 
naked Roydadans who crashed in 
Louisiana.

I used to think that those kind of 
stories would be easier if you worked 
at a big city newspaper because you 
don’t know the people involved. To 
an extent, that may be true. On the 
other hand, I don’t think you would 
be much of a newspaper man (or 
woman), if you could dismiss the 
consequences of what your words 
will be. If you are any type of news
paperman, or human being for that 
matter, there will be plenty of stories 
that will keep you up at night.

When I first interviewed Dr. Swate 
he told me of his past abortion work. 
He told me he wanted to start over 
again and put all that behind him and 
start fresh. He told me that the medi
cal lawsuits over some abortions 
were the only skeletons in his past.

I worried a great deal the night 
before publication over whether to 
print the abortion problems in the 
story. I knew it could very possibly 
ruin his chances at ever starting 
over—at least in Roydada. I prayed a 
long time.

I chose to leave the abortion angle 
out. I wrote a nice story about a new *

Duffy Hinkle learns to 
make it fit while pasting up

By Duffy Hinkle
I came to work for The Hesperian 

on April 19,1995, to work part-time, 
three days a week. I come in and type
set on Mondays and Tuesdays, and on 
Wednesdays, I help with paste up and 
getting the newspaper back to the 
printer. The section I am most respon
sible for is the Lifestyle/Society 
pages.

It's really funny how things work 
out som etim es. My sister. Dee 
Leatherman and I were working at her 
house, putting together a scrapbook 
for my daughter’s graduation gift Dee 
was giving her. Dee Dee used to work 
for The Hesperian when she was in 
high school and also for a while after 
she married. She was cutting and past
ing Pepper's scrapbook, and talked 
about how working at The Hesperian 
was beneficial in helping her in de
signing the book and putting it to
gether. I commented to her, that I 
would someday love a chance to work 
there, that it seemed like a very inter
esting place. (Boy, was that an under
statement!)

The next afternoon. Dee and I were 
back at her house working on the 
scrapbook, when the phone rang. It 
was Alice Gilroy. She was asking Dee 
if she would be interested in coming 
back to work at The Hesperian, since 
Rosemary Gonzales was leaving to go 
work for the Plainview Herald. Dec 
told them she was happy with what 
she was already doing, (the Roydada 
Livestock Bam), but that she had a 
sister, who had made the comment 
earlier that she would love to work 
at the newspaper office. Alice told her 
to send me in to talk to her about the 
job.

The next afternoon, I went in, and 
Alice hired me. I learned that day, to 
be careful of what you wish for! It 
may come true! It did come tme for 
me, and I have enjoyed working at 
the paper immensely.

The first day was really eventful! 
If you remember, April 19,1995 was 
the day of the Oklahoma City bomb
ing at the Murrah Federal Building. 
Rosemary was training me on the 
computer, when Lennie G ilroy 
(Alice’s husband) came in and asked 
if we had heard about the bombing.

We immediately turned on the televi
sion to CNN and listened and watched 
in a state of shock. I didn't learn much 
that day, we were so upset by the 
bombing, that we couldn't really con
centrate on anything.

The next day went a little better, 
until around 3 o'clock that afternoon, 
when a horrible thunderstorm rolled 
in. The streets were flooded, and the 
wind was blowing fiercely. It hailed 
so much, that it looked like a snow
storm. I knew Chad had been caught 
out in it, during athletics, so I called 
home to make sure he was alright. 
Pepper was home, but he wasn't. Alice 
could tell I was worried, so she told 
me to go on home and make sure ev
eryone was alright. By the time I 
checked on everyone and came back, 
it was really hard to 
concentrate...again. I was beginning 
to learn there would not be a normal 
day while I was working at the paper.

The next few days, things calmed 
down some, and Rosemary really 
worked hard at trying to prepare me 
for the day when she would leave for 
good. I came in every day, so that I 
could learn as much as possible be
fore she would leave. I found I was 
really getting dependent on her and I 
was really nervous about being turned 
loose and having to be on my own. I 
was worrying for nothing, because 
when she left, everyone else came to 
my rescue. Alice, Juanita, Neta, and 
Cindy were very patient with me and 
tried to pick up where Rosemary left 
off, and teach me more about the 
newspaper business.

I’ll never forget one Wednesday, 
when we were pasting up, I asked 
why they did something a certain way. 
They all laughed and said, "BE
CAUSE IT FITS!" I told them I 
needed something more solid to go 
on than that, that I needed to have a 
REASON for everything, or I would 
never fully understand it. They just 
laughed.

Well, I’ve been here over a year 
now, and I still don't have a REASON, 
for why we do certain things around 
here the way we do, but I just tell 
myself .... "BECAUSE IT FITS... 
THATS WHY!"

doctor.
I’m not sure, but I believe either on 

the same day as the paper was printed, 
or the very next day, I received a 
packet in the mail full of newspaper 
clippings. The clippings detailed a 
history of Swate that was completely 
different than the one I had been told.

I have no idea where the package 
came from, but I’m sure the Plain- 
view Daily Herald was also the re
cipient of one too. Before the week 
was out The Herald had an in-depth 
story on Swate, which included his 
abortionist history, his numerous 
mal-practice lawsuits and problems 
with his past methodone clinics being 
closed by the DEA.

I was crushed and very angry. I was 
angry because I had been conned and 
crushed because I felt like I had let the 
community down.

I tried to fix it by doing our own 
story the next week. I took no pleas
ure in exposing him—or at least in 
helping with the exposure. However 
there was one thing I did take pleasure 
in—letting Swate know in great big 
headlines that he wouldn’t get away 
with misleading me again.

The naked Roydadans was an easy 
story for people in San Antonio, New 
York and even Germany, to write 
about. It was not easy here.

News m edia converged on 
Roydada. Since the pastor of a local 
church was involved in the incident 
the rest of the church members be
came suspect. The pastor had been 
convinced that “God” had told him 
Roydada was going to be destroyed 
and he must leave immediately. He 
took 25 others with him (most of them 
family members), and fled to Rorida. 
On the way “God” told the group to 
shed their clothes and throw away all 
of their belongings. They got rid of 
their cars and crammed into one car. 
After a police pursuit in Louisiana, 
they crashed into a tree. No one was 
hurt.

When the bizarre news hit the AP 
wire, cameras were set up in front of 
the church and at member’s homes. 
The members were devastated about 
the “falling away” of their pastor and 
embarrassed over the scrutiny on 
their church.

The jokes wouldn’t quit. Even Jay 
Leno had a few nights of jokes about 
the naked Roydadans. Leno brought 
out small naked dolls and tried to 
cram them in a car. It got a lot of 
laughs in the studio audience. It 
brought tears to many residents in 
Roydada.

To me it brought more sleepless 
nights and more prayers.

Of course I wrote about it, but not 
just about the incident in Louisiana. 1 
wrote about the effect it was having 
on the families left behind. I was 
complimented by family members on 
the way this newspaper covered the 
story. It helped make up for those 
sleepless nights.

I have loved being part of these 
communities and doing my bit to 
promote Royd County. At times it 
has felt like an uphill battle with both 
towns jealous of the coverage re
ceived by the other. Those feelings 
have mellowed over the years.

I’m very proud now of the people 
from all over the county who make up 
the Royd County Friends. Not only 
should they be commended in the 
work they have undertaken to bring a 
multi-purpose arena to the county, 
but they should be thanked even more 
for what they have done to unite the 
two towns. I’m thankful the newspa
per has been able to help in some of 
those areas.

I have a column written by Joe 
Murray taped on my wall. Murray 
writes for the Cox Newspapers. In

this column he was writing about the 
end of the Houston Post. He made 
some comments about small newspa
pers which I clipped to save.

“In a small town,” said Murray, “a 
newspaper is a part of the town as 
much as its landmarks, in that it can 
exist nowhere else...

“The town’s newspaper is insepa
rable from the town. The Lufkin Daily 
News, where I live, can only be in 
Lukfin...

“The business of the town’s news
paper is the town, reporting on its 
births, its deaths and its marriages, its 
tragedies and its achievements.

“It points with pride and views with 
alarm; it leads in new directions, it 
follows the well-established paths; it 
pushes good people to the fore and 
exposes the bad for what they are; it 
celebrates and it mourns, day in and 
day out.

“It is simply the who, what, where, 
when, why and how of daily life, 
written down to be remembered...”

I want to thank everyone for letting 
me be a part of your daily life, and for 
allowing this newspaper the same 
courtesy for the past 1(X) years.

JIM REYNOLDS 
Former Editor

Newspapering:
M ore than a profession

By Jim Reynolds
Modern farming methods and 

equipment bear little resemblance to 
the horse-drawn plow.

That analogy is akin to comparing 
the old, hand-set type method and 
hand-fed printing presses with com
puterized typesetting and the offset 
printing technique.

Having spient virtually my entire 
life in the newspapering industry, I 
have experienced this transition in our 
grand industry known as “country 
newspapering.” But the actual com
position and printing of our product 
has changed no more than lifestyles in 
general, small towns in particular and 
newspapers’ means of generating 
revenue.

One factor which has remained 
constant, in this man’s opinion, is a 
theory presented some years ago by a 
friend: any town with a strong news
paper and a strong bank is a good 
community. Anothci constant is that 
operating a newspaper is a lifestyle 
rather than a profession because an 
editor and/or publisher must be totally 
integrated into the activities and bet
terment of his/her community. This 
includes covering all but one varsity 
football game in 39 years for newspa
pers which I owned or by which I was 
employed.

But, hey, this is beginning to sound 
pretty preachy so let’s put away the 
soapbox and look at the transitions 
which have occurred since I began as 
a young “printer’s devil” more than a 
few years ago. Back in those days, 
larger type (for headlines and adver
tisements) was hand-set and the body 
type was composed on Linotypes or 
intertypes. The metal fonts and slugs 
were grouped inside two-or four-page 
chases, which went onto the printing 
press. The actual printing was done by 
hand inserting single sheets of news
print into the press. A maximum of 
four pages could be printed at one 
time, compared with the 16 page 
capability o f  the speedy Blanco Off
set press, which prints The 
Hesperian-Beacon.

State of the art computers are cur
rently utilized to compose type, 
which is “built” into pages for print
ing. In those earlier days of hand

setting type, who would have dared 
imagine the capabilities of these 
computerized systems?

NEWSPAPER FAMILY
Growing up in a newspapering 

family-my D ^ , Willis Reynolds of 
Lockney, is a former partial owner of 
The Tulia Herald and The Lockney 
Beacon—I was exposed early-on to 
publications in Tulia and Lockney. 
Operating a Linotype (or was it an 
Intertype?) at night for Homer Steen 
was my first association with The 
Hesperian.

With the advent of the offset print
ing method, our’s was among the first 
newspapers to make the conversion. 
We drove to Friona each week to 
print until seven individuals from this 
area founded Blanco Offset Printing 
in Roydada. In those early years, I 
saw the sun come up in the east many 
mornings while working through the 
night to get all those newspapers 
printed.

Offset printing obviously pro
duced different printing and compo
sition methods. With it came a 
“strike-on” method of typesetting. 
By far the most popular was the Jus- 
towriter, which gave way to the photo 
process. I felt that I had reached the 
mountain top when we purchased our 
first CompuGrapic equipment.

As great as that was, it failed to 
match computers.

Offset printing also opened the 
door for greater use of photography. 
This, from my standpoint, allowed 
newsptqiers to become even more 
personal by generously sprinkling 
their products with people’s faces as 
well as their names.

PERSONAL INVOLVEMENT
In a nutshell, newspaper is some

what of a family affair. Via newspa
pers in Tulia, Lockney, Roydada, 
Crosbyton, back to Lockney and 
Roydada and then back to Tulia, I 
was allowed to laugh with residents 
of the communities I was privileged 
to serve during good times and cry 
with citizens during tragic periods. 
My family said I became too person
ally involved—particularly when 
young or older people were involved.

I doubt it is possible to become too 
involved in communities we love!

What fond memories these years 
produced: trodding through rain and 
snow on the football sideline, step
ping over - and occasionally in— 
animal manure at livestock shows, 
being at the bottom of stages when 
beauty queens were crowned, con
gratulating outstanding citizens 
being feted by their towns, seeing 
jobs being created, intently watching
hail-bearing clouds which would 
destroy crops and decimate that 
year’s economic conditions.

What a pleasure observing proud 
grandparents and parents, their eyes 
gleaming, bringing in those pictures 
for Valentine hearts. And occasion
ally, becoming a bit far out and writ
ing an off-the-wall April Fool story.

How rewarding to observe young
sters making accomplishments in 4- 
H, Girl and Boy Scouts, and Little 
League. Then, in fewer years than one 
can imagine, seeing their offspring 
taking identical steps.

This is what rural communities are 
about. This is also what country 
newspapering is about...people, 
mostly friends and a few enemies 
sprinkled in.

After being inducted last year into 
the Panhandle Press Association Hall 
of Fame and after having been hon
ored with over 2(X) national, state and 
regional press awards. I ’m still some
what like a kid in a candy store enter
ing the working areas o f The 
Hesperian-Beacon. No doubt this is 
why I have thoroughly enjoyed hav
ing been allowed to play a small role 
in digging through files to comprise 
the 100-year history of this newspa
per. I sincerely hope you enjoy read
ing the issue a fraction as much as I 
enjoyed working on it!

And, thanks, Royd County, for the 
memories through the years. Given 
the opportunity, I would make a few! 
changes but I wouldn’t dare pass the 
opportunity to serve many, many ter
rific folks as their newspaper editor/ 
publisher through the years. What a 
truly rewarding way of life!

M arble details annual routine at paper
By Neta Marble
W orking at the Floyd County 

H esperian-Beacon has been a 
pleasure. I started to work here in 
1984 and the people I have worked 
with have been very special. I could 
not ask for any better employers than 
Ken and Louise Towery and their 
daughter Alice Gilroy.

It was reported to me that my 
husband Keith, told Alice that he 
thought I would come to work even 
if she didn't pay me. I’m not sure about 
that, the money makes up for the late 
hours and unusual schedules we keep.

I first came to work only on Tues
days to compose ads for that weeks 
paper. At the time we typed on the old 
Compu-Graphic machines. You could 
not sec what you typed and probably 
more than half of the time I had to go 
back and type it over because the size 
was not right and it did not fit. It was 
the same thing for headlines.

We were all excited when Mr. T 
called and told us that it was time to 
change over to computers. Then 1 had 
to worry that I might not learn how 
to use them. They have been great and 
we get so much more done in a shorter 
amount of time.

I feel that I am more informed on 
what goes on in our county because 
of the meetings I attend and the in

formation I gather than I would be 
otherwise. Being out and about has 
also brought me in contact with many 
individuals that I would not have 
known other than by name. We have 
the nicest people here in Floyd 
County.

I guess the worst thing that stands 
out in my memory was the day I took 
pictures at the stock show in Lockney 
only to find, when we developed the 
film, that I did not have any pictures 
- try to explain that to the exhibitors 
mothers!

I have gradually moved from work
ing one day a week to four. Mondays 
and Thursdays I am in Lockney and 
Tuesdays and W ednesdays in 
Roydada.

I primarily make up the ads for 
each weeks edition and put together 
the farm page. But we all do a little 
of everything - taking pictures, writ
ing stories, answering the phone and 
the front, putting it all together on 
Wednesday’s, and sometimes helping 
with mailout

The majority of my memories are 
good ones. It makes you feel good 
when you are at the grocery store and 
a small child tells his mother "there 
is the lady who took my picture at 
school today. She said it would be in

paper." For me that is one of the best 
parts - putting the kids pictures and 
stories in the paper.

I remember when a college student 
told me that his roommate from Dal
las teased him about his small town 
newspaper. The student told him that 
his picture had been in the paper on 
many occasions throughout the years 
and then asked the roommate how 
many times he had his picture in the 
Dallas paper. He was told not at all 
and he didn't get teased about his lo
cal paper anymore.

It is a treat to go through the old 
papers and read about the things that 
have happened in Royd County, the 
births and deaths, the events both 
large and small. We have found that 
the happenings of one year are simi
lar to those of the next.

The first editions of the paper in 
January are usually small as it takes a 
while to gather up steam again. From 
then on we go from one special event 
to another.

Our year begins with the first baby 
of the year, then comes the stock 
shows - all those pictures and results 
of all the kids and their animals. The 
next biggy is the Valentine edition 
with all the cute grandkids (person
ally, this is my favorite).

March brings elections and cham
ber banquets. Sometimes we get a bit 
of a breather before we get to the end 
of school and all the activities which 
includes the senior page edition. Next 
comes Old Settlers in Roydada.

I was told that the summers were 
slow but I haven’t found that to be so, 
there is always something going on. 
The end of summer brings Old Fash
ioned Saturday in Lockney and the 
Royd County Fair. School starts and 
we go back to covering school news, 
and, every four years. Homecoming.

In October we have Punkin Days 
in Floydada and the Halloween Car
nival. At the beginning of December 
we are looking at our huge Christmas 
edition with all the letters to Santa and 
stories as well as the business ads 
wishing customers a Merry Christmas 
and Happy New Years.

In the last edition we do our year 
end update covering the major events 
of the year. January of the next year 
comes and we start all over again.

Many things have happened to our 
county and its people in the eight 
years I have worked here. I am glad 
that we have a newspaper that has put 
our history down in black and white 
for the last one hundred years and that 
1 have been a small part of it.
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STEEN AND SONS” Homer Steen (center) stands with twin sons, Phil 
and Maurice Steen.

N ew spaper work is an 
exceptional experience

By Juanita Stepp
The last twelve years have been a 

real experience. The memories I carry 
with me are for the most part good 
ones. Since my first day, July 31, 
1984, the people 1 have been associ
ated with have been truly exceptional.

Co-workers through the years have 
been a dedicated and caring group of 
people. We have shared good and bad, 
being fortunate there was a lot more 
good than bad both in our personal 
lives and at work.

I credit my first editor, Carolyn 
Redding, for her willingness to take 
a chance and hire someone inexperi
enced in the newspaper field. I took 
my first stumbling steps as a journal
ist under her direction, learning to 
write stories, do interviews, and work 
in the darkroom.

Rosemary Gonzales tried to guide 
me through learning the ropes here. 
She taught me about circulation and 
paste-up and tried to set a good ex
ample for dealing with the public. Dee 
Williams taught me the basics of han
dling classifieds.

Neta Marble has been my friend 
and sounding board as we both 
learned our jobs. We have shared du
ties and space with several others, 
including Pam Armstrong, Kathy 
Mulder, M aria Brown, Virginia 
Stringer, Athena Towery, Sabrina 
Stepp, Tami Nielson, Bill Gray, Duffy 
Hinkle, and Jolene Cummings.

A continued show of faith came 
from Ken and Louise Towery, own
ers of the Hesperian at the lime 1 was 
hired. They allowed me to stay. They 
have given me the chance to expand 
my knowledge, experience and work 
skills throughout my tenure here.

It seems in many ways that we are 
a family. Working as closely together 
and sharing as much lime as we do, 
most of us spend more time with each 
other than we do at home. We have 
accompanied each other through 
births, deaths, and rearing children.

Some of us are now into grandchil
dren. Mr. T's office sometimes be
comes the child care room when one 
of us comes to work accompanied hy 
a child.

Special recognition and thanks has 
to go to our husbands. Each has been 
patient and forebearing beyond ex
pectations. They have endured many 
nights of preparing their own meals 
and spending evenings alone. They 
often find themselves recruited to as
sist in some endeavor related to the 
newspaper. Thanks, Joe, and 1 love 
you.

Journalism from a younger point of view

The newspaper staff has been apart 
of Alice's life since 1985, before 
Gilroy replaced Towery as her last 
name. We have shared -taken over- 
her life as she and Lennie married and 
began their life together. We were 
there when Brandon was bom and are 
there now as they renovate their new 
(old) house.

Each of us were the beneficiaries 
of an extended period during which 
Jim Reynolds tried to stuff our brains 
with his expertise in the journalistic 
arts. We learned a lot, but no where 
near all he knows. With his assistance, 
we arc observing our 100th year as a 
publication.

Students who have graced our es
tablishment include Cindy Perez, Dee 
Williams, and Rebecca Redding. 
Cindy is with us still. Despite having 
us as an example, she is pursuing a 
degree in journalism.

1 sometimes feel that the ladies here 
have another chance at mothering by 
having Cindy around. I do sympathize 
with her, though. Imagine having not 
just one mother (her own), but three 
or four additional nosy moms. I think 
her prospective boyfriends are more 
nervous about passing muster with 
"The Newspaper Mommies" than 
with her family!

A great portion of my work, cover
ing public meetings, has brought me 
into contact with many fine people 
who work daily to promote this 
county and the communities in it. I 
have the utmost respect for what they 
do as individuals, business people, 
and board members.

Recently, a gentleman I was inter
viewing said he thought I knew more 
about what was going'on than some 
board members because I have cov
ered the meetings longer than most 
board members have served. (Talk 
about making someone feel old. I've 
outlasted entire boards!)

1 responded, "I do know one thing, 
1 would not want to be a board mem
ber." Reporting meetings and the de
cisions made by board members is 
one thing. Being responsible for mak
ing those decisions is quite another. I 
have developed a great respect for 
those willing to serve in that capac
ity.

Hesperian owner Ken Towery has 
defended my integrity as a reporter 
on more than one occasion He has 
also given me the freedom to write 
what 1 observe without censoring my 
perception of the events or trying to 
slant my views to match his own.

By Cindy Perez
I began working for The Floyd 

County Hesperian-Beacon the sum
mer before my junior year of high 
school in 1992. I had taken journal
ism the semester before, but in high 
school, journalism consisted of put
ting the school yearbook together.

I had never even been to the news
paper office before I started working 
there. I had no idea who worked there 
or even where the newspaper office 
was located. The only person I recog
nized was Neta Marble because she 
was the “paper lady” who took my 
picture at school every time it came 
out in the newspaper.

I thought that if 1 got a job I could 
help my parents pay for my cheer
leader bill at school, and have a little 
spending money for myself.

That summer, however, I would 
fall in love with “newspapering” and 
everything about it.

My first week was strange. I waited 
outside the newspaper office in Cock
ney until about 8:45 when “Mrs. 
Marble” drove up. (I thought this 
office was like any normal office and 
opened at 8 a.m. and closed up at 
exactly 5 p.m. I was WRONG!)

I got a quick tour around The Bea
con office. The one room office that 
we had at that time which was located 
behind Main Street Pizza in Lockney.

Anyway, she put me to typesetting, 
which is what I was hired to do. 1 
typed all morning until noon. Then I 
asked what they did for lunch. Mrs. 
Marble said, “ We eat for an hour so 
go home and enjoy it...and please call 
me NETA!”

Within the next couple of days I 
met some more of the staff. Juanita 
Stepp, who was always so busy typ
ing on one sort of story or meeting 
that she had gone to, Tami Nielson 
was either on the phone taking a clas
sified ad or gone for lunch helping her 
husband Jon during the lunch rush at 
Nielson’s. I had already met Alice 
and I never really quite understood 
what it was that she did. And Neta 
who sat behind her computer all day 
long on Tuesday making display ads.

During that week 1 went to the 
courthouse, the police department, 
and the regular weekly ad runs. I 
learned the ropes and saw what each 
one of these ladies does to pul the 
newspaper together every week. I had 
no idea how much work they do to get 
this paper out each week.

For the next couple of weeks 1 
followed Rosemary Gonzales 
around. She was the one who had

been there the longest and the one 
who taught me a lot of what I know 
now. She was the one who sacrificed 
what she was typing to give me some
thing to do.

That summer came to and end and 
1 had to admit that I had a lot of fun 
learning everything about the paper. 
Throughout the next year, I became 
very involved in the yearbook staff at 
LHS, and I began thinking how much 
I did enjoy working at the paper. So I 
called Alice back and she was so 
excited to have me come hack for 
another summer of work.

The next summer I learned some 
more. And after bothering everyone 
all the time, I found more things to do. 
Juanita taught me about the billing 
and how to do classifieds and I had to 
do the inevitable “MAILOUT.” I 
worked the front counter a lot more. I 
was often seen doing Alice’s ad-runs 
and took an occasional picture or two.

I bothered the heck out of all the 
ladies at the paper for another three 
months, only this time I didn’t leave. 
I continued to work at the paper 
throughout my senior year, and not 
only did I keep a part-time job during 
my senior year, but I adopted five 
mothers who care about me like my 
own mother does.

During the closing months of my 
senior year I accidentially let it leak 
that I was interested in studying jour
nalism in college. That was my mis

take. It was all over from then on. My 
five adopted mommies were going to 
do everything they could to get me to 
college and keep me there!

May 27, 1994 came and so dicl the 
time for me to graduate, which 1 did 
with honors.

I went off to college at West Texas 
A&M UoTversity in Canyon. 
Throughout my first year, I had all the 
trials and the tribulations that any 
freshman has to go through their first 
year at college.

I finished my first year at school 
and returned to the paper for the 
summer of 1995. Rosemary had al
ready left to work at The Plainview 
Daily Herald and I learned a lot more 
about how the paper works. I became 
a sort of teacher for Duffy Hinkle and 
Jolene Cummings who were just 
starting out. I could sympathize with 
them. I knew how they felt.

Juanita became my best friend at 
work. She taught me more that sum
mer than I learned the whole two 
years before. She set me loose and let 
me make my own mistakes and was 
there to help me correct them. All the 
while giving me wonderful advice on 
shortcuts and “paper skills” and gen
eral life advice that I still remember 
and U.SC today.

They don’t know it but all the la
dies at the paper could be teachers. 
They have taught me everything I 
know. I have a special bond between

myself and my mommies at the paper. 
In a way, they have all taught me more 
than any of my professors at college 
have. With them I’ve learned to 
handle the “real-life” situations in
stead of the scenario. With them I’ve 
learned about consequences and open 
meeting laws. I will never again be 
taught all those basic things and will 
never again have the first experiences 
with “newspapering” I have had here 
in Floyd County and at the Hesperian.

It is more evident when I am at 
school. I often find myself calling the 
newspaper to talk about personal 
matters or matters of school and then 
ask all my mommies to help. Each 
one has given me wonderful advice 
and such support that I don’t think 
that I would be where I am right now 
if it weren’t for them.

They have each taught me some
thing very special. I know that when I 
get down or need a kind word I can 
turn to them and they will be there. 
(Except on Tuesday or Wednesday!)

I have learned to reach for every 
goal that I have and I know with their 
love and support I can achieve all my 
dreams and make them come true.

1 still keep in very close touch with 
my “mommies” and every break I 
come home to work. Whether it be the 
summer or Easter break, each day I 
can I go home and work for the 
Hesperian, 1 do. I wouldn’t have it any 
other way.

.T”! '

CURRENT BLANCO CREW -(L-R) George 
Garcia, Juan Martinez, James Huggins and Sabrina

CINDY PEREZ sits at the Macintosh Quadra 610 also uses Macintosh Quadra 605 and SE’s. All copy 
computer composing copy for this issue. The office and ad layout is now done on computers.

Shirey recalls her 
m o th e r ’s p ap er  
exp erien ce  here

Dear Editor,
My mother, Artie Newell worked 

for The Hesperian for many years.

I remember her laughing at herself 
for making a mistake in a news story. 
She said a man came into The 
Hesperian and told her about some 
out of town visitor. She couldn't think 
of his name. She said she remembered 
his wife and children but still couldn't 
remember his name.

She said she thought she would use 
a concept she had used before. So she 
asked him how to spell his last name. 
He told her is was Smith.

1 don't know if Mr. Smith still lives 
in Floydada, but he will remember it 
if he does.

Yours truly, 
Betty ShireyStepp. Blanco now prints 12 area newspapers.
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BLANCO CREW IN THE 80'S-(L -R ) James 
Huggins, Juan Martinez and Terry Reeves keep the 
presses rolling for 15 area newspapers in the 80’s. In 
year's past Blanco has printed approximately 20 area 

CURRENT BUILDING HOUSING THE FLOYD COUNTY HESPERIAN-BEACON AT 111 E. MISSOURI, papers. Reeves began work at Blanco in 1972 and was

pressman and manager from 1980-1987. Huggins 
started at Blanco in 1980 and was promoted to man
ager in 1987. Martinez began in 1980 and is still the 
press man with Blanco.
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Always Something Setter

We man be new to the
comnimity but our 
tradition of service
dates back to 1948.

1

CONORATULATIONS

Floyd County Hesperian-Beacon
on your 100th Birthday!!

\
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"Right Size To Be Friendly"

217 W. California 'li'iiKtl'Itk'
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Arthur P. Duncan one of first Floyd 
County men to  make the news

By Jim  Reynolds
"Judge Arthur B. Duncan, whose 

death in 1931 wrote finish to a half- 
century of service to Floyd County, 
was not only the first citizen of the 
county during his many years here, 
but was also its first settler," stated 
an article in the May 28, 1940, issue 
of The Floyd County Hesperian. "He 

I and his family built the first home in 
the county, and were pioneer settlers 
for two years before any others came 
upon the scene."

From the beginning, Arthur B. 
Duncan "had a prominent part in all 
affairs of the county."

After this county was attached to 
Crosby County for land and judicial 
purposes, Duncan was appointed as 
justice of the peace for Floyd County. 
He filled his position until his elec
tion as county judge when Floyd 
County was founded in 1890.

"Because of numerous legal dis
putes that came up with reference to 
land matters, he provided himself 
with the Revised Statutes of Texas 
and a copy of the Acts of the Texas 
Legislature. His own experience as a 
lend litigant, coupled with his duties 
as justice of the peace, entailed upon 
him the duty of consulting the Statu
tory Laws of Texas and in this way 
he soon formed a fondness for the 
study of law, which knowledge served 
him well in the different offices which 
he later filled," according to the 1940 
article.

"On account of these land litiga

tions which arose between the settlers 
and the large ranch interests, all the 
early settlers, except Mr. Duncan, 
wearied of the strife and compro
mised by relinquishing their claims 
for a small consideration."

First White ChUd
The year 1886, which marked the 

exodus of these same settlers from the 
canyon settlement, also was marked 
by an influx of newcomers.

That year Maud Eudora, first 
daughter of Judge and Mrs. Duncan, 
was bom. She was proclaimed to be 
the first white girl bom in this county.

The winter of 1887-88 was "ex
tremely cold and thousands of cattle 
and a few antelope froze to death. 
Mustang horses were troublesome 
and would often get with the gentle 
horses and lure them away. But per
haps the greatest menace of the early 
settlers was the fear of prairie fires."

Those first years in Bianco Canyon ̂  
were the hardest for the newcomers, 
"but as each problem of life was 
solved, the settlers learned better to 
adapt themselves and their experi
ences lessened the labor and suffer
ing for latter home seekers who could 
now profit by the experience of tho.se 
preceding them."

When this county was organized, 
Duncan was honored with election as 
county judge, a position he held for 
nine successive terms. After retiring 
for a number of years, he was again 
elected in 1912. His salary was $28 
the first month, was raised to $35 the

ensuing month and was finally el
evated to $40 per month.

After being elected judge, he and 
his family began preparation to move 
to the new settlement of Floydada, 
quite a change from their Blanco Can
yon dwelling.

"Only a very few people made up 
the new settlement," according to The 
H esperian article. "These were 
obliged at first to carry water from the 
public well. Accommodations were 
few and living was high, as all sup
plies must be shipped from Amarillo 
or Childress and it took six or seven 
days to make a trip to either place, 
even when the weather was favorable. 
Western wind storms were a sore trial 
to many newcomers and in 1892 came 
an awful visitation of grasshoppers. 
These afflictions, together with re
peated dry years, caused many settlers 
to move elsewhere."

Floyd County's first effort to build 
a courthouse resulted in two commis
sioners voting for and two against the 
proposition. The county judge cast the 
deciding vote. It was a wooden struc
ture costing $ 10,000. Later a small jail 
was added.

"By 1987," this newspaper re
counted, "practically all the school 
lands in Floyd County had been filed 
on by settlers and a new epoch in the 
history of this county was begun. The 
construction of the Fort Worth and 
Denver Railway to Amarillo swelled 
the tide of immigration, new improve
ments were brought in and living be
came more pleasant."

McLain remembers first county school
By Jim  Reynolds
Miss Emma Lewis, a 22-year-old 

Quaker woman from Estacado in 
Crosby County was hired as the first 
teacher of a Floyd County school. The 
county had 15 young people of school 
age, and the initial educational facil
ity was founded at Della Plains.

The teacher was paid $30 per 
month and taught three months. With 
only $60 in state assistance available, 
parents "had to make up one month's 
pay."

This information came from an ar
ticle by J.S. McLain, the last surviv
ing student to attend Floyd County's 
first school. He was asked by Ilie  
Floyd County Hesperian for his re
membrances of the first school. His 
memories appeared in the April 6, 
1934, issue.

It was in the fall of 1888 that the 
school at Della Plains was founded. 
Three trustees were selected: A.V.

•'A im ) M cCracken, T.J. (Tom) 
Jraidfoot and J.B. (Jim) McLain. The 
building was prepared by J.R. 
McLain, one of the ^ l l a  Plains pro
moters.

J.S. McLain said Miss Lewis 
moved with her parents from 30 miles 
west of Des Moines, Iowa, to Crosby 
County in 1882. "My memories of her 
as a teacher and Christian young lady 
are excellent." She moved from this 
area in 1890, married and became the 
mother of nine offspring, who were 
reared on a farm near Star, Idaho.

McLain said students of the first 
school were: Luke Wilson, the only 
child in his family; Sadie and Johnnie 
Vanwindle and their brother, Cuffin, 
a  part time student; Bryant Turner, 
whose home at that time was in Mot
ley County; Lillie and Annie White, 
whose father was Della Plains' first

blacksmith; Sidney McCracken, a 
nephew of trustee A.V. McCracken; 
Lonnie McCracken, son of the trustee; 
Harry and Fred Braidfoot, sons of the 
Braidfoot mentioned above, along 
with their sisters, Gaudie and 
Gertrude; and Della and J.S. McLain.

Mr. McLain was a longtime resident 
of the Sand Hill Community.

W.M. Massie of Floydada taught the 
second school in this county in 1939. 
It also was located at Della Plains.

"We had 20 scholastics that year and 
many more pupils than that but I can 
now think of but two living in Floyd 
County," McLain recalled. He also 
attended the first school at Sand Hill 
in 1892.

In the beginning...
An Arkansas native, McLain said he 

was five years old when his parents 
loaded their possessions and two chil
dren (at that time) into a wagon 
hitched to two white mules and started 
for Texas. After stops in Johnson and 
Baylor counties, they reached Floyd 
County on Nov. 1, 1887.

"At this time near the center of the 
county was a town named Della 
Plains, named for my oldest sister, 
Della. This town existed mainly in the 
minds of a few people," he recalled 
in the 1934 article.

"Although there actually was a well 
windmill and part of a shell of a store 
building, yet no human inhabitant. In 
this course we camped until my fa
ther got us a dugout ready to move 
into.

"This was somewhat a frontier 
country at that time. Few trails or 
roads traveled by man. Only one fence 
near, that the west line of the Matador 
Ranch which then ran just east,of us. 
My father located on a section some

six miles north of where Floydada was 
located some 2 1/2 years later. Part of 
our early stay here our nearest neigh
bor was 12 to 15 miles away.

"Quite a few mustang horses. Pretty 
animals, nearly all blacks and bays 
with long mane and tail. These were 
about the wildest animals that I ever 
saw. Seldom could get near them, even 
when grazing in lakes which they of
ten did in early spring and dry times 
they would leave one on a high place 
watching. At first sight of man, he 
would raise head and tail into the air, 
snort and away went the bunch. Ante
lope were plentiful. We half lived on 
their meat for a while. When you came 
near a bunch of them they most always 
passed in front of you to the opposite 
side. Had quite a few other animals 
but I started in to tell about people not 
wild animals.

"Soon a few other people moved in 
and we had a little settlement and as 
you would judge from our reunions a 
part of the social life was the square 
dance.

"We soon had a Sunday School 
which was attended by nearly every
body in reach. Cowboys came 15 or 
more miles nearly every Sunday and 
stayed in and behaved much better 
than many of our young men today. 
Also Rev. Stegall, an old time Meth
odist circuit rider, came around and 
preached for us. Then Anson Cox, a 
Quaker preacher from Estacado, 
preached for us and any others who 
happened along. Many times they 
preached in our dugout.

"Estacado was then the county seat 
of Crosby County as well as of Floyd 
and about eight other counties which 
were attached to Crosby for judicial 
purposes."

Floyd County Trivia;
Answers to  (questions you never had

By Jim  Reynolds
Can you identify the man for whom 

Floyd County was named?
Research reveals this county was 

named for Dolphin Floyd, one of the 
Texas soldiers who w ent from' 
Gonzales to San Antonio, and who 
died an Alamo martyr.

Here are some other county facts:
*Under the Texas School Land Act 

of 1874, settlers were permitted to 
hold four sections of land classified 
as agriculture, or they could hold eight 
sections if classified as grazing land. 
Since it was easy to prove on the tes

timony of solid citizens that land on 
the high Llano Estacado would not 
produce any staple crop, and since 
this part of the state was still on the 
map at that time as the Great Ameri
can Desert, cattlemen and ranchers 
had no difficulty at all in buying ail 
the land they wanted for one dollar 
an acre.

•Homestead land was available in 
various parts of the county. Small 
nesters or settlers could claim this 
land by proving they owned no other 
land and by living on the land for 
three years. The head of a family

Give Old Buck Credit
As Judge Duncan was honored with 

repeated re-election, "it was conceded 
by some that 'Old Buck' was respon
sible for his good luck. Old Buck was 
the family's gray horse and a very fa
miliar figure in the early politics of 
Floyd County. To assist early Floyd 
Settlers, Judge Duncan experimented 
with the growing of fruits, grains and 
vegetables, thoughtfully searching for 
the products most suitable to the soil 
and climatic conditions of the local
ity. Every one who lived here at that 
early day can remember the judge's 
office with its display of fine farm 
products."

In addition to his duties as judge, 
Duncan served as suf>erintendent of 
the public schools, presiding at insti
tutes held over the county, visiting 
rural schools and supplying the early 
needs for education in this county.

He also served as a "marrying par
son," and it was nothing unusual for 
him to drive or ride many miles 
through the snow to administer the 
rites of matrimony.

For many years, he was engaged in 
the real estate and abstract business, 
having compiled what is considered 
to be one of the most complete sets 
of abstract records in the Panhandle. 
He also served in the capacity of at
torney in examining and perfecting 
titles and was at one time vice presi
dent of First National Bank of Floy
dada.

Duncan was president of the Floy
dada school board from 1906 to 1912. 
He resigned that position when 
elected to another term as judge.

"The progressive spirit of this 
dauntless pioneer is indicated by the

IV %

MAUD and ARTHUR B. DUNCAN
fact that he was the first man to pur
chase a typewriter and bring it to 
Floyd County, and he was the first to 
buy and bring into the county regis
tered Jersey cattle. He also bought and 
had shipped from Missouri the first 
registered Poland China hogs for 
foundation stock," according to the 
newspaper article. "He also brought 
the first fine chickens from New York 
state and the first thoroughbred tur
keys from the state of Pennsylvania.

"He is credited with having set out 
the first fruit trees in the county and 
the first to put out trees on the middle 
square in Floydada. With his untiring 
efforts to render aid to every enterprise 
which meant greater wealth and com
fort to the county, it is an evident fact

that Judge Duncan was a real behe- 
factor to Floyd County.

"From those early days of the dug- 
out and covered wagon, he was able 
to watch the steady growth of the 
country and from the bareness of the 
Plains he has seen towns rise up with 
fine homes, schools and churches, and 
their accompanying advantages. At 
the time of his death in 1931 he owned 
extensive farm lands and city property 
in Floyd County. At all times he kept 
in close touch with state and local af
fairs and to the end he never lost that 
quality that keeps men eternally young 
~  an eager curiosity to learn and an 
earnest desire to improve himself and 
his opportunities for serving those 
about him."

could obtain 160 acres; a single man 
could claim 80 acres. By 1892, all 
homestead land in this county had 
been taken up.

•A  booklet sent out by Tom P. 
Steen and Company in the early 
1900's proclaimed "Floyd County has 
more farmers than any other county 
of the Middle Plains." His advertise
ment listed a variety of fruits, veg
etables and grains that could be pro
duced in this county, but no mention 
was made of cotton.

•For the most part, this county was 
Continued on Page 2

9(apptj lOOtH îrtfiday 
JJoyd County iHesperian-̂ Beacon
THANK YOU for all the publicity and for helping 
the Floyd County Friends, Inc. inform everyone 
about the Multi-Purpose Building Project that will 
serve Floydada, Lockney, all of Floyd County and 
the area for a broad base of events.

FACTS ABOUT THE PROJECT:
SIZE:

26,0(X) sq. ft.
COST;

$1.2 Million 
LOCATION:

Muncy - to serve both communities 
POTENTIAL USE:

Youth, Agriculture, Education,
Senior Citizens, Civic, Religious, 
School Events, Business Events 
and others 

FUNDING:
Grants from private foundations
Corporate Donations
Local funds of approximately $100,000

HOW CAN YOU HELP?
Donations
Pledges (non-binding & confidential) 
Memorials

WHERE:
Floyd County Friends 
P.O. Box 157 
Floydada, Texas, 79235

FLOYD

"Wdty - ^Hversity - ^Pride?'
For the Future Generations of Floyd County
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Floyd County Trivia: Anszvers to all the questions you never had
Continued From Page 1

settled by "nesters," small farmers and 
cattlemen, rather than large ranch 
owners.

*Floyd County was created in Au
gust 1876 out of Young and Bexar 
county territories. It is the most east
ern of the Llano Estacado counties, 
or the Central Plains. The county con
sists of 996 square miles, being 30 
miles wide from east to west and 35 
miles long from north to south.

♦Initially, this county was under the 
jurisdiction of Jack County, but in 
1881 Floyd County was incorporated 
into the Donley County Land District. 
Any settler who wished to file a claim 
in this county was forced to travel to 
Clarendon, the Donley County seat. 
This was difficult since there were no 
roads of any nature.

♦In 1886, this county was attached

to Crosby County for land and judi
cial purposes. This allowed for greater 
ease in filing claims.

♦When this county was organized 
in 1890, the U.S. census indicated a 
population o f529 persons. Only three 
residents were indicated in the 1880 
census.

♦Della Plain made repeated efforts 
to get the county organized after its 
founding in 1887. Confident that only 
an election was needed to organize 
Floyd County and have Della Plain 
declared the county seat, vigorous 
efforts were made to secure 150 
names of legal voters on a petition to 
be presented to the Crosby County 
Commissioners Court to call the elec
tion. At that time, women were not 
eligible voters.

Claims of fraud were made by both 
Della Plain and Floydada. The former

town was accused of having included 
the names of transients and even 
names of dogs and donkeys bearing 
the surnames of their owners to com
plete the petition list bearing 150 
names which was presented to the 
Crosby County Commissioners dur
ing that group's meeting of April 14, 
1890, at Estacado, the Crosby County 
seat.

The Crosby governing body unani
mously approved the election to or
ganize Floyd County and created four 
election precincts; Precinct No. 1. 
Lockney, J.F. Lockney, presiding 
judge; Precinct No. 2, Della Plains, 
John Ewing, presiding judge; Precinct 
No. 3, the Arthur B. Duncan dugout 
in Blanco Canyon, J.T. Thomas pre
siding; ana Precinct No. 4, the dug- 
out of W.A. Merrill on Running Wa
ter Draw in Sand Hill Community,

W.A. Merrill, presiding officer.

Initial Ofncials Elected 
By Jim  Reynolds 
♦Election results were a bitter blow 

to Della Plain. Floydada was chosen 
as the county scat, as the claims of 
voting irregularities became even 
more bitter.

♦Floyd County was officially orga
nized on May 28, 1890, with the fol
lowing officers elected:

Arthur B. Duncan, county judge 
John C. Hendrix, county attorney 
R.T. Miller, county and district 

clerk
Dan Jenkins, sheriff and tax collec

tor
E.E. Keeley, county treasurer 
L.C. Darby, tax assessor 
W.M. Massie, county surveyor 
C.F. Ramsey, TB. Michael, W.R.

Vanderveer and B.P. Merrell, com
missioners.

♦Several small towns sprang up 
along the railroads during the early 
1920s. Among these were Dougherty, 
South Plains, Sterley, Barwise and 
others.

♦Floydada which was begun when 
the county was organized, and 
Lockney continued as the two largest 
towns. Lockney was started in the 
summer of 1889 on homestead land 
about seven miles north and west of 
Della Plain. In 1894, J.A. Baker gave 
land for a new townsite and school, 
which was about a mile west of the 
Old Lockney.

♦Della Plain began to dwindle after 
its defeat as the county seat. Floyd 
County's first town was settled in 1886 
when cattle were shipped there for 
grazing. Della Plains was within one

Whiskey barrel influences vote in selection of county seat
By Jim Reynolds
August 28,1986
Has politics changed drastically 

through the years?
Tales of Duvall County "voting ir

regularities", which allowed Lyndon 
B. Johnson to defeat Coke Stevenson 
for the U.S. Senate, have been heard 
by most Texans. This launched 
Johnson's political career which even
tually led to the presidency.

In 1982, charges were leveled that 
possibly "several thousand" persons 
who voted in the Republican Primary 
in May switched to the Democratic 
runoff, during which Kent Hance lost 
the Demo nom ination to Lloyd 
Doggett for U.S. Senate by fewer than 
1,400 votes. This practice, of course, 
is against the law of the land.

But "dirty politics" is nothing new 
to the Lone Star State.

Floyd County Seat
Election Influenced
Enterprising landowners, report

edly from St. Louis, Mo., were instru
mental in determining the Floyd 
County seat, according to a late aunt 
of Tillman Reeves of Crosbyton.

Gertrude Braidfoot Arnold, a well- 
known Silverton author, poet, school 
teacher and music instructor prior to 
her death at the age of 86, remem
bered to her nephew how her parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. T.J. (Tom) Braidfoot 
brought their four offspring to Della 
Plain in 1886 from Seymour.

Braidfoot, whose forefathers ar
rived in the U.S. from Scotland, had 
ridden horseback to the plains and 
liked the barren land. Returning to 
Seymour, he persuaded a friend, J.R. 
(Jim) McLain, to join him in the "new 
land".

Realizing that the area would be
come an organized county, 
Braidfoot's dream was for Della Plain 
to become the county seat. Knowing 
that his financial resources would be 
overtaxed, Braidfoot formed a part
nership with J.R, McLain. This part
nership was terminated, but others 
were later brought into the venture. 
Braidfoot's elderly and ailing mother 
was opposed to the move. "You just 
want to start a cemetery on the 
plains," she argued. Despite her pro
tests, she moved with her son, daugh
ter-in-law and grandchildren to the 
plains.

True to her fears, Annie Braidfoot

lived only "a matter of months" and 
was the first person buried in Della 
Plain Cemetery.

Three Plains Towns
When Tom Braidfoot headed west 

driving "40 head of Shorthorn- 
Durham cattle" only three towns ex
isted on the plains: Estacado (Crosby 
County), Della Plain and Mobeetie in 
the Panhandle.

At that time, 10 counties were at
tached to Crosby County. Residents 
of Floyd and the other neighboring 
counties "had to go to Crosby County 
for their judicial business". Estacado 
was the county seat.

About this time, Crosby and Floyd 
counties "became bitter enemies". 
Their differences presumably cen
tered around Estacado.

"Maybe Floyd County was just 
jealous because it wanted its own 
county seat," Reeves theorizes.

His mother Guadalupe Braidfoot. 
(Reeves), recalls her family driving a 
horse-drawn buckboard to Estacado- 
-"once a month, I think," Reeves says- 
-for their mail. The round-trip of over 
60 miles required that the family stay 
overnight at Estacado before begin
ning the return trip home.

'Not A Fence One'
"There was not a fence one" and 

"they saw antelope grazing along the 
way." Reeves remembers his mother 
relating to her offspring.

Agriculture consisted solely of live
stock, with no land in cultivation.

Floyd and Briscoe counties had 
few, if any, families living outside of 
Della Plain, which was six miles 
northeast of the present Floydada.

"Della Plain was it," as far as Floyd 
County towns. Already boasting of 
some 200 residents, Della Plain citi
zens felt the town would continue its 
growth after becoming the county 
seat.

"Della Plain" became an early ag
ricultural center for the region and 
was soon the site of a school, church, 
post office, stores and a newspaper," 
according to Reeves.

"They just knew Della Plain would 
be the county seat," he says. "There 
was no other place for it to be".

By 1890, residents were ready for 
that county seat.

But even the best-laid plans can go 
awry, as Della Plain residents were 
to learn.

Apparently no permanent struc
tures existed in Floydada; just a single 
windmill.

Drink And Vote'
But on "election day" a sign ap

peared atop that Floydada windmill: 
"Drink and vote". Two wooden bar
rels rested beside the windmill.

Gertrude Braidfoot (Arnold), who 
was in her mid-20's at that time, told 
her nephew that she didn't have first
hand knowledge, but rumors had it 
that one barrel contained water...and 
the other whiskey!

The enterprising landowners — the 
St. Louis men who owned "15 or so 
acres" in and adjacent to the present 
Floydada township -  were here and 
sponsored the "drink and vote" fes
tivities "which must have gone on all 
day."

Since voter registration was un
heard of in those days. Reeves was 
told by relatives that "cowboys came 
from everywhere —word of mouth 
traveled fast."

Visiting Voters
In the opinion of the 200 or so 

stunned Della Plain residents, who 
were outvoted on the county seat lo
cation, it was obvious that not all the

After moving to this county in 
1890, Mr. and Mrs. George Brewster 
established "one of the leading hotels 
in this section of the country. Stage 
drivers and traveling men of the pio
neer days often spoke words of praise 
of the hospitality and good cooking 
found at the Brewster House," accord
ing to a Floyd County Hesperian ar
ticle.

We Appreciate the 
Floyd County 

Hesperian-Beacon 
for their service 
to the county,

El Progreso 
Study Club

Lockney

Founded In 1927

cowboys who voted that day resided 
within the Floyd County boundaries!

The St. Louis men reportedly also 
owned land in Lubbock County land 
(which at that time had no county 
seat), but they supposedly were less 
enthusiastic about that county because 
they realized the center of the county 
(where the county seat was destined 
to be located) would be "too near 
Yellowhouse Canyon".

With its visions of becoming the 
Floyd County seat gone, "Della Plain 
just folded up". Floydada, the site of 
little more than a windmill and two 
full wooden barrels on election day, 
began to develop.

"Pretty quick" after the election, the 
Braidfoot family changed its address 
to Briscoe County. Mrs. Braidfoot 
named the town of Silverton, and the 
family were residents there when 
Silverton was chosen as the Briscoe 
county seat.

Floydada Develops
By contrast, Floydada began to de

velop following the election.
In the May 28, 1940, issue of The 

Floyd County Hesperian, J.J. (Uncle 
Jay) Day relates the story of the first 
Floydada Business house.

"There were five barrels of whis
key here before there was any place 
to put it other than the wide open prai

ries. The building was erected early 
in the spring of 1890 on the southwest 
comer of the public square. It was 21 
feet wide,'30 feet long and a story and 
a half high.

"M.C. Williams was proprietor of 
the saloon and J.D. Starks was bar
tender. In January 1893, Johnson Bros, 
and Ainsworth occupied it with their 
stock of general merchandise and the 
Floyd County Bank."

"The building housed several other 
firms before being enlarged and was 
later destroyed by fire.

mile of the exact center of Floyd 
County. Pioneers said this townsite 
was "30 miles to water, 50 miles to 
wood and six miles to Hell."

♦Another small town now delegated 
to the past was Mayshaw. It was 
named for the wife of A.J. Shaw of 
Gatesburg, Illinois, who headed the 
town's organization. However, Mr. 
and Mrs. Shaw never lived in Floyd 
County.

F loyd C ounty  
res id en ts  vote  
for prohibition

By Jim  Reynolds
With only one of 10 voting boxes 

opposed, Floyd County voters fa
vored prohibition by a 127-43 plural
ity during a Saturday, March 7,1896, 
election.

Following is the vote by boxes: 

Voting Precinct For Pro. Against Pro
Floyd City 24 14
Sand Hill 8 5
Lockney 48 4
Foster's 5 0
Sunset 8 1
Fairview 10 5
Bourland 6 3
Moore's 4 5
Fairmont 4 1
Starkey 10 6

Totals 127 43

We, at the
FLOYD COUNTY DAY CAEE, 

would like to wish 
the Floyd County 
Hesperian-Beacon 

a Happy 100th Birthday.

Production Credit 
Association

I  n

a

Mabry Greenhaw, office manager and 
Laura Turner, office assistant

Part of the Farm Credit System
105 South 5th, Floydada

Brewster House noted for food and hospitality
Tlie Brewsters opened this hotel for 

33 years. He also owned a general 
merchandise store and, at one time, a 
dmg store.

"He dealt in real estate. He was 
broad minded, contributed liberally to 
all public enterprises, beginning with 
the Lockney (Christian College and 
closing with the Santa Fe Railway," 
said Mayor T.Z. Reed.

KIRK & SONS Established in 1911

%

John Campbell
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Jill Kirk

119 East Missouri, Floydada
North Side of Square

Layne Kirk
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Bakers travel seventeen days hy wagon to found Lockney
August 9,1984
(Editor's Note: After the death of 

her 94 y ear old brother, France 
Baker, M ary Baker Phillips submit
ted a history of the Baker family, 
in Lockney.)

Jim and Alice Baker, as they were 
later affectionately known, moved to 
Floyd County July 17, 1890, follow
ing the organization of Floyd County 
in May. Pioneers in the development 
of the county, they were also the 
founders of the town of Lockney. The 
family group included their two 
daughters, Meda (Mrs. L.M. Honea), 
and Genella (Mrs. J.A. Deavenport), 
their infant son, France, and Norton 
Baker, Jim's 17-year old brother. They 
travelled 17 days by covered wagons 
to reach their section, located five 
miles south of present day Lockney.

The move to the Panhandle of 
Texas was triggered by a visit Mr. 
Baker made the previous summer to 
Wichita Falls. His daughter, Genella, 
(Nell) wrote the following account of 
his trip.

"In the summer of 1889, Papa drove 
his team of mules and wagon to 
Wichita Falls. While there he earned 
$5 a day for himself and team work
ing the wheat harvest. When harvest
ing ended he followed the Fort Worth 
and Denver Railway - his road map - 
to Amarillo. En route he came to a 
small settlement called Lockney, 
named after a Mr. Lockney. Papa f i l^  
on 640 acres of land four miles south 
of Lockney. and then returned to 
Hamilton County.

"In the spring of 1890 he served as 
Tax A ssessor Hamilton County. 
Preparations were also made to move 
his family to the Plains.

"It was the first part of July when 
we began the trip, traveling in two 
covered wagons. One wagon was 
fixed with a bed in one end for the 
family and carried our essentials for 
the trip. The other wagon was loaded 
with furniture, plows, tools and feed 
for the horses and two mules. Papa's 
brother, Norton, drove a team of 
horses with one of the wagons. We 
went by Mama's home in Eastland 
County to visit with her and her fam
ily.

"On this trip we met another fam
ily, a Mr. and Mrs. Hall, and their son 
Claude, who also were traveling to
ward Floydada. Later, Claude pub
lished the first newspaper in Roy-

dada, known as the Hesperian.
"Our journey to Floyd County took 

17 days. After spending the night in
Floydada we traveled the remaining 
12 miles to Old Lockney, where we 
received our first mail from home. Mr. 
Davis, the postm aster, at Old 
Lockney, lived with his family in a 
three-room house. He kept a few gro
ceries and had the Post Office in one 
room. They lived in the other two

rocks, or fences between settlers' 
homes -- just grass and sky as far as 
one could see. Roads were staked on 
the grass to travel by until a path was 
worn down. One night Papa got lost 
while returning from Floydada, so he 
plowed a furrow with a walking plow 
for about eight miles to our new 
home, turning the grass sod one way 
so that if he or anyone else got lost 
after dark, he could follow the furrow

merchandise was purchased in Ama
rillo, then he opened the store for 
business April 24, 1894. Hence the 
slogan, "B eer's Store since "94."

"In time," Nell continued, "Papa 
owned several wagons and teams. 
From the time France was five years 
old. Papa began to take him on trips 
to Amarillo during the summer. 
France would drive a gentle team with

.i '- -f

mule up to the wagon, climb in, pick 
up a bridle, jump on the horse's back 
and hold on to his mane, reach up to 
put the bridle over his head and ears, 
reach down and put the bit into the 
horse's mouth, climb back and jump 
into the wagon to get the heavy col
lar, place it around his neck, then jump 
to the ground, fasten the buckle of the 
collar, fasten the tugs to the singletree, 
throw the lines in the wagon, climb 
in, take the lines in his hands and drive 
off. I think our little boys now would 
like this."

The new Lockney townsite a real
ity, plans for a school teaching Bible 
College surfaced. Inquiries were 
made for a lumber yard that would 
sell lumber on credit for the settlers' 
project. A lumber yard in Gainsville 
agreed to sell lumber to Jim Baker, 
alone, but would not "deal with a 
committee." Based on that agreement, 
the lumber was shipped to Estellene 
by train and freighted to Lockney. The 
building was completed and Lockney 
Christian College opened in 189S. 
During its 16 years of existence it drew 
students from Texas New Mexico, Ten
nessee, and Florida. Many students 
later became outstanding teachers, 
bankers, preachers, doctors, lawyers, 
and scientists.

Another family milestone which 
gave France a great deal of happiness 
was the placing of a historical marker 
by the Texas State Historical Com
mission on the front of the Baker 
Store in 1971, recognizing and hon
oring his parents.

The marker reads:

"THE J.A. BAKER STORE 
OPENED 1894, ONE OF THE 
TEXAS SOUTH PLAINS' OLDEST 
MERCANTILE HOUSES STILL 
OWNED BY FOUNDING FAMILY. 
JAMES ARTEMAS BAKER (1859- 
1917), FOUNDER OF THIS STORE 
AND TOWN OF LOCKNEY. WAS 
BORN NEAR DALLAS AND 
LIVED IN HAMILTON FROM 1879 
TO JULY 1890, WHEN HE MOVED 
HERE. ACTING POSTMASTER IN 
1893, AND SERVING BY APPOINT
MENT 1894-1901. HE FREIGHTED 
AND WITH THE HELP OF HIS 
WIFE ALICE, RAN THIS STORE, 
SELLING SUNDRIES. DRY 
GOODS. GROCERIES. TOWN 
ALSO RELIED ON BAKER STORE 
SAFE FOR BANKING IN THE 
EARLY DAYS. AFTER FRAME 
BUILDING BURNED, THIS 
STRUCTURE WAS ERECTED 
1914."

BAKER STORE IN LOCKNEY -  Members of the 
Baker Family and the employees who worked at 
Baker Mercantile sometime around 1925 were: Alice

Baker, John Staicnp, O tis H arris, Herman Coleman, 
Dorsey Baker, Dimple McGavock,Treny Brewster, 
Artie Baker, unidentified, and possibly Robin Baler.

rooms. He told Papa that he could set 
his covered wagon bed inside the yard 
near the windmill, and loaned him a 
cow so that there would be milk for 
his family. Mama and we three chil
dren lived in the covered wagon bed 
in Mr. David's yard while Papa and 
Uncle Norton hauled the lumber from 
Amarillo, 120 miles away, to build 
our first home on the section of land 
that Papa had filed on."

"There were no trees, creeks, hills.

’’Voice of the Foothill Country”

iHotlep Co, tIDrthttne
BARBARA B. ARMSTRONG  

and
CARLA MEADOR

Hwy. 70 East
P.O. Box 490 

Matador, Texas 79244

806/347-2400 
or 806/347-2774

home from Floydada, placing a lan
tern on the wagon tongue-keeping it 
straddled the furrow.

"Later, when we moved to the 
Davis Place in Old Lockney, Mama 
took the post office job, and with the 
store work, she had little free time."

The family lived on the farm for 
four-years before moving to the 
present location of Lockney. In his 
later years when he was engrossed in 
his collections of relics of the early 
years of farming and ranching of the 
South Plains, France gave explicit 
explanations of the origin of each item 
in his collections. One of his most 
cherished possessions was the survey
ors tape which, he explained, that 
"Papa permitted me to hold when he 
was surveying the property and lay
ing out the streets on his land for the 
new townsite of Lockney in 1894."

"He named most of the streets for 
trees and later planted trees lining 
each side of the walkway."

An account of the new townsite was 
also provided by Nell in her family 
history. It includes the following:

"Papa inherited some money from 
his father's estate and bought 160 
acres of land a mile west of the Old 
Lockney Post Office. He gave 10 
acres for the new townsite. He hauled 
lumber from Amarillo and erected a 
new building for the Post Office and 
store. In 1894, he was appointed post
master for Lockney and held .this ap
pointment for seven years. Various

a loaded wagon and follow Papa. 
Later, Norton would go with Papa. 
Papa took one of the boys with him 
for years.

"It amuses me even now to remem
ber those little boys harnessing their 
teams. They would lead the horse or

Tfte  f la s k e t  Case

is proud to have been a part 
of the history of the 

Floyd County Hesperian-Beacon

Happy 100th Birthday

103 S. Main, Lockney

2

Kevin & Tonya Com best 
Jerod R Glasson 

Edell M oore

MOORE 
ROSE  
WHITE  

FUNERAL HOME

Don and Billie White Everett, owners

"Happy 100th Birthday 
Hesperian-Beacon "

402 M ain
Lockney, Texas, 79241 

(806) 652-2211

329 W. California 
Floydada, Texas, 79235  

(806) 983-2525

fiRGirSQ From 
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swsTsnux soTBO X suoanptts
pack more protein, energy, and palatabillty Into 
feed for greenchop - grazing - hay - haylage

MOR-CANEII Sopgoxsopgo
male sterility can put more sugar Into feed 
that's stacked - baled or used for silage and 
post-frost grazing

8I0UX-DMI SU0M9PUS X tuoMgrass
finer stems and leaves make great hay - grazing 
- “answer to summer slum ps”

200F Early matsptty ilage
early maturity makes this the silage sorghum  
of choice for shorter growing seasons or late 
planting

FS466 Lata maturity Stage
taller, leafy plant with juicy stalk 
noted for high tonnage production

FS455 Late maturity Stage
shorter plant with larger grain head resulting 
in high ^ a in  to leaf ratio and high tonnage

HS 60A , Comslage
unique male sterile hybrid sets few kernels so  
sugar stays in stalks and leaves

HYBRID SEEDS
Rt. 2 Box 82 

Lockney, Texas, 79241 
652-3371
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L a w s o n  F a r m  S u p p l y

Fifty-One Years in Fioydada
1945-1996

i f

1996 Lawson Spot Sprayer manufactured and assembled in Fioydada
Current employees (l-r): Juan DeOchoa, Gene Lawson, Rex Lawson

Joe Ysasaga Jr., Victor Mendoza, Rosalio Cabeilo

in

- y i § m

U^WSON b u m T. 
WCLOIN<r

I'LSYSASA tix.

Photo of Gene and Floyd Lawson in previous building, approximately 1946
Photo of Portable welder in approximately 1950

L aw so n  B ro th e rs  B lack sm ith  a n d  W eld in g  was
fo u n d ed  in 1945 w hen  F loyd  and G ene L aw son 
purchased a w elding and blacksm ith shop from Jack 
Lackey who had operated it during W orld W ar II. The 
original business dates back to the early 1920's when 
John  E noch  o p era ted  a b lack sm ith , w eld ing  and 
machine shop at 119 W all Street. In 1931 the business 
was relocated to 503 East M issouri and a new wooden 
frame and tin building was constructed to provide more 
room  and better facilities.

In addition to the blacksm ithing equipm ent, the shop 
included lathes, m illing m achines, disc rollers and elec
tric welders. All o f the equipm ent was pow ered by a 
single electric m otor that drove a line shaft with flat 
belts. D uring  the 1930's this w as one o f the best- 
equipped blacksm ith and m achine shops in the area.

In 1964 the w ooden-fram ed tin building was moved

to the lot due east, and the present building was built. 
During the late 1960s, blacksm ithing was phased out 
due to high energy cost and the lack o f  skilled black
smiths.

The business operated as a partnership from 1945 until 
1978 w hen Floyd Lawson retired and Gene Lawson 
purchased the rem ainder o f the business and changed 
the nam e to Lawson Farm Supply.

Gene Law son is still active in the business after more 
than fifty years. Rex Lawson m anages the business to
day.

The firm  currently m anufactures and sells Lawson 
Spot Sprayers as well as selling Bush Hog Shredders, 
Lilliston Rolling Cultivators, Yeatter Rotary Hoes, and 
R oll-A -C one products. O ther services include farm  
equipm ent repair, welding, hard-surfacing and m achine 
work.

We salute the Floyd County Hesperian-Beacon
on their 100th Anniversary!



Mental and physical toughness were 
common traits of early pioneers
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1890's
Mr. and Mrs. W.A. Shipley shared 

a common trait with early pioneers: 
mental and physical toughness.

After arriving in this county in 1890 
from Collin County, They settled 15 
miles southeast of Floydada. This was 
the site of their first West Texas resi
dence: a dugout.

The first frame house the family 
erected was five miles southeast of 
Floydada. It was later destroyed by 
fire, but Shipley and his sons hauled 
lumber from Childress to rebuild.

Interviewed at age 87, Mrs. Shipley 
shared early-day memories.

Medical Improvisions
"When any of the family became 

sick we used our old standby, turpen
tine and senna tea," she related. "One 
day I became ill and there wasn't a 
doctor in a hundred miles. By chance, 
Mrs. Fannie Dawson, who lived five 
miles away, came to see me and rode 
over in a wagon.

"When she came up I told her what 
was wrong and asked her if she could 
stay and help me. She replied that we 
would make it fine. She was the only 
doctor I had, and the next day Mrs. 
(Roy) Curry (a daughter) came into 
this world."

Among Mrs. Shipley's other 
memories of early-day Floyd County 
life:

* "One day I was going to A.M. 
Bourland's for the mail, riding my 
favorite mount, which was a wild 
mustang captured after we landed 
here. 1 had my baby daughter Hallie 
in front of me. The horse got scared 
and ran away. I could not check him 
so I threw Hallie into high grass and 
then I jumped. The other children 
tease Hallie until yet and tell her they 
knew something was wrong with her, 
and they guess that is it. I always rode 
side-saddle."

* "We had a Norwegian boy who 
worked for us by the name of Pete

Peterson. While he was in our employ < 
he m arried. One of our boys 
complimented his wedding suit and 
he replied, "It should be good; it cost 
$7.50 in Abilene.

* "One year when the children were 
going to school in a half dugout and 
Will Berry was teacher, John thought 
it would be funny to put a box of car
tridges in the stove. When they be
gan to pop, Mr. Berry went out the 
window and took frame and all with 
him. Mr. Shipley would always laugh 
when this incident was related. The 
next year our oldest son, Dan, taught 
the school."

Both bom in East Tennessee, The 
Shipleys married in 1873. They 
moved in 1876 to Dallas County, 
where they resided a short time be
fore going to Collin Co.

They became parents of seven chil
dren, two of whom died in infancy.

W.A. Shipley, a rancher, died in 
1925.

•S m ith  rem em bers nearly a century
March 14,1996
By Alice Gilroy
At the age of 99, Rebecca Smith 

has a lot to be thankful for, but it may 
surprise some to know what those 
things are.

Like many of us, she counts herself 
fortunate to have the many friends 
she has and she misses the family 
who all live so far away. But when 
she is asked what have been the high
lights of her life, she smiles and says, 
“I loved the separator (for cream), the 
windmill, the ice box and the Ford 
Touring car.”

Rebecca Floyd was bom March 7, 
1897 in Oklahoma Territory, before 
it was a state. Her parents were farm
ers and she worked alongside her five 
sisters and six brothers in all the jobs 
required to mn that farm.

“Us girls worked just like men,” 
said Rebecca.

January 1917, she married Warren 
Hamilton (“Ham”) Smith and they 
im m ediately moved to Floyd 
County.

“We moved to a farm S.W. of 
Floydada and stayed there for 19 
years,” said Rebecca. “Both of my 
children were bom there. Mary Cath
erine was bom in 1919 and Warren 
Hamilton Jr., was bom in 1921.”

Both of the Smith children were 
delivered by Ceserean birth and 
Rebecca says she is very fortunate to 
have survived the birth. “I wonder 
how I lived through that, but I did,” 
she says.

A ccording to Rebecca Dr.

“George” came to her home to de
liver both her children and both times 
he called another doctor. Dr. Lon 
Smith, for help. “Dr. Lon would 
come out in his horse and buggy to 
help because he had more experience 
with difficult births.”

There were no babysitters or day 
care to help with tending the chil
dren. When it was harvest time Re
becca was needed in the fields. “I 
would take my children in an old 
quilt and put them under the wagon. 
They would sit there and play in the 
dirt until I came and got them.

“They would have so much fun 
and be so filthy. 1 would bring them 
home and try to get the dirt off them 
as best as I could. You didn’t bathe 
everyday then—only two or three 
times a week if you were really 
lucky.”

Rebecca and Ham’s day would 
start at 4:00 a.m. every morning. “We 
would tend to the hoes, chickens and 
cows. I would do the milking twice a 
day—I still have an ugly toenail from 
a. cow stepping on it.

“I could set my bucket and stool 
down and have that cow milked be
fore he could say ‘Jack Robertson’.

“Every day I would milk 4-6 cows, 
set aside some milk for the family 
and run the other through the separa
tor. When we got that separator I 
thought it was the greatest thing in 
my life. The cream was wonderful. I 
would keep some every day and give 
the rest to the hogs with a little grain. 
They loved it and got so fat! Every 
winter we would butcher 4 or 5 hogs.

HAPPY
1 0 0 t h

BIRTHDAY
"WE APPRECIATE WHAT YOU EXD FOR US’

Floyd County 4H 
Leaders Association

Wishing you a 
Happy 
100th 

Birthday
PROVIDENCE FARM SUPPLY

P rovidence C om m unity 652-1012
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Since we just began in January 1996 we’re excited to 

share this special time with you!
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It sure was good with red gravy and 
biscuits.

“If I had to work in the fields I 
would leave the field earlier to get to 
cooking. During harvest we couldn’t 
have baked or stewed food so I would 
have to fry everything.

“When the kids started school 
Ham would do the morning milking 
and I would feed the children and get 
them off to school. They would walk 
2 miles to school every day until we 
finally got a little pony for them to 
ride to school. During very cold 
weather I would bundle them up and 
take them in the buggy. 1 was very 
proud of that buggy. We used it until 
we wore it out.

“Then I got a Ford Touring car and 
I was so happy I didn’t know what to 
do. It had four doors and no glass on 
the windows—just in front. When 
the weather got bad (and we had 
some very bad weather) we would 
stop and put something over the 
doors to keep out the weather.”

The Touring Car was not the only 
luxury that stands out in Rebecca’s 
mind. She says the windmill was a 
big help but Rebecca thought it was 
also wonderful to get water into the 
house instead of having to haul it in.

Her ice box was another grand 
luxury that finally came to the 
Smith’s home. Not a refrigerator— 
an Ice Box. “The ice would be deliv
ered to your house in 100 lb. blocks,” 
said Rebecca. “At first we would 
wrap it in a canvas with the items you 
wanted to keep cold. The water 
would run all over the floor—but I 
didn’t care. I was glad to get the ice.

“Then we got a box (or a freezer) 
and we could put the block of ice i n it. 
It would last a whole day and a half— 
maybe longer. Because of the ice we 
were able to have tea at lunch and the 
kids got cold milk. They loved that.”

Rebecca attributes her long life to 
clean living. “I never smoked or 
dipped snuff,” said Rebecca. “My 
mom used to dip snuff, but then one 
day on the way to church she got very 
sick. Mom said, ‘The good Lord 
don’t want me to have this,’ so she 
threw it away!”

After 19 years at their first home
stead Rebecca and Ham moved to 
another farm in the Blanco commu
nity, They farmed this place for an
other 19 years, before Ham retired 
and they moved to town.

Tw enty-tw o years ago Ham 
passed away and Rebecca has lived 
alone in her apartment since that 
time. She still lives there alone.

25 cent hair cuts 
offered by barber

T.E. Brow of South Side Barber 
Shop offered a 25 cent special on hair 
cuts in an advertisement appearing in 
a June 1917 Hesperian advertisement.

"In order to introduce ourselves to 
the barber patrons of Floydada," the 
advertisement stated, "we are making 
a specialty of haircutting at 25 cents, 
specializing in this line for children. 
Satisfaction guaranteed."

FIRST HOUSE — This photo is believed to be of the inside of the first 
house built in Floydada in 1890. Left to right are J. D. Starks, Mrs. J. D. 
Starks, and Ruth Starks.

15 rural schools receive funds
Fifteen rural schools of Floyd 

County will get a total of $4,950 aid 
from the State Million Dollar Appro
priation during the 1918 school, ac
cording to information received from 
County School Superintendent Thompson 
for a Jan. 17, 1918, article in The 
Hesperian.

"The only requirement is that the 
schools to receive the appropriations 
meet the minimum requirements of 
the Department of Education," the 
news article stated. "When this is 
done, the department informs Judge 
Thompson, who is to notify them for 
an inspector to make the rounds. All 
requirements have been met already 
and the judge is notifying the depart

ment this week."
This year's appropriation reaches 

more schools than either of the pre
vious two years. The total of the three 
years will be in excess of $ 11,000.

Following is the list of schools to 
receive the state aid in 1918:

E lla  B. S tarks  
f ir s t  to  ow n  
Floydada house

1890
\ Ella B. Starks, who came to Floy

dada as a young bride on April 16, 
1890, is reputed to have been the first 
homemaker to own a residence in the 
city of Floydada. She arrived "just a 
few days before the county was orga
nized."

The former Ella Harrison’s brother, 
J.L. Harrison, drove the first bunch 
of cattle to the fabled Matador Ranch.

Harrison and his bride moved to the 
M atador Ranch, but the young 
woman was lonely. This prompted 
Harrison to make a trip to Hallettsville 
to bring his sister, Ella, to the ranch.

Here, she met J.D. Starks, who Was 
working on the ranch.

She recalled during an interview for 
this newspaper: "My brother quit the 
Matador Ranch in 1888 and went to 
Clayton, New Mexico, to manage the 
Home Land Cattle Co. 1 again went 
to keep his wife company and 1 stayed 
13 months.

No. 4, Pleasant Hill, $150; No. 5, 
Fairview, $450; No. 6, Starkey, $100; 
No. 10, Harmony, $250; No. 11, 
Lakeview, $300; No. 26, Campbell, 
$400; No. 13, Center, $400; No. 23, 
Allmon, $400; No. 19, Baker, $350; 

.N o. 2̂, Pleasant Valley, $5(X); No. 7, 
Meteor, $350; No. 9, Sandhill, $500; 
No. 16, McCoy, $300; No. 17, 
Roseland, $200; and No. 32, 
Newland, $3(X).

"At that time, H.H. Campbell was 
manager of the Matador Ranch. He 
and my brother were great friends and 
sometime during the year of 1889 he 
and his wife paid us a visit. I returned 
home with them, and Mr. Starks and 
I were married at Childress on Aug. 
28, 1889. We livi^ af^ttlWress ope 
year an^ moved tatTbydaUa." ‘

J.D. Starks was an early-day Floy
dada pmstmaster. His wife assisted 
him at the piost office for many years.

Congratulations 
to the

FLOYD COUNTY  
HESPERIAN-BEACON

for their

100 years 
of reporting the 

Floyd County news

Gary Marr, Mayor
Aldermen: J.D. Copeland, Bil Anderson, 

Rodger Stapp, Tina Graves, Richard Zavala

City of Lockney

Lockney Founded 
in 1894

Lockney Incorporated 
in 1907
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Growing up on a Texas Land Development Farm
September 1991

(Editor’s note:
This story was sent to us by Mr. 

James Race, Farm Bureau manager in 
Weatherford.

For those of you who have lost 
touch with George Tate, he is living in 
Weatherford, Texas.

He graduated from Lockney High 
School in 1929. Tate said, “I gradu
ated the same year as that much loved 
Floyd County person, Margaret Col
lier. As a matter of fact, her family and 
mine came over on the same box car 
to our TLD farms.

Tate went on to attend Texas Tech 
and graduated in 1937. He Was the 
very first Red Raider Rider in 1936.

He is now retired, at 80 years old, 
and continues to help his daughter 
with her ranching business.

By George Tate
Texas Land and Development 

Company was the brainchild of Mil- 
ton Day Henderson and Dr. Frederick 
Stuart Pearson, a surveyor and engi
neer who first crossed the plains in 
1886.

After the first irrigated well-the 
Slaton well west of Plainview-was 
proven in 1911 much interest devel
oped in irrigated farming. Henderson 
believed farms would sell more read
ily if they were already developed. Of 
course this would take money and Dr. 
Pearson knew where to get it. He had 
the reputation of being able to carry 
through an enterprise and knew there 
were wealthy men in England look
ing for investments. He traveled there 
and presented them with his plan to 
develop an area around Plainview

and reaching down the proposed rail
road to Lockney.

His plan briefly was this: they 
would buy land in the shallow water 
belt for twenty dollars per acre, they 
would erect a house, bam, chicken 
house, fence the eighty or one 
hundred-sixty acre blocks, drill an 
irrigation well, install an eight inch 
pump with an engine to power it, 
break out twenty acres and sow it to 
alfalfa, and then sell the unit for one 
hundred twenty-five dollars per acre.

The TLD was formed and in 1913 
60,000 acres was purchased. The 
company immediately put full page 
ads in all mid-west and eastern news
papers, telling readers that their fu
ture lay in this area where there was an 
inexhaustable supply of pure, clean 
water, good clim ate, towns, 
churches, schools and all for a little 
down and long terms.

My parents were living in north
western Oklahoma where they had 
cistern water and had lived out a 
homestead in the Big Pasture near 
Davidson, Oklahoma with gyp water, 
so this ad about lots of clear, pure 
water really looked like what they 
wanted. They had been reared in 
Arkansas Ozarks where clean, cool 
mountain streams were everywhere, 
and they longed for good water.

Late in 1913 Dad came to Plain- 
view and selected eighty acres one 
and one-half miles west of the present 
Aiken Baptist Church. Meteor school 
house stood there at that time and 
Floco was what is now Aiken. Later, 
the name for both was changed to 
Aiken.

The ordinary four-room house, 
what later was always called the TLD 
house, went with the deal, but for the 
three hundred-eighty dollars more 
you could get a two-story, six room

house, with a dormer window, an 
enclosed well house supporting, an 
overhead water tank and a board walk 
leading one hundred feet to an out
house. Dad took this deal as well as 
paying extra for a buggy shed that was 
later used to house our first car, a 1917 
Model T Ford.

The contract was made in the fall of 
1913 and the house and improve
ments were supposed to be finished 
by February 1, 1914. We left our 
home in Okeene, Oklahoma in early 
February. Dad rode in the immigrant 
car which was a railroad boxcar with 
household goods, farm machinery 
and horses. Mother, my older brother 
and sister. Carman and Alleene and I, 
rode in the passenger car.

In three days we were switched 
onto the unloading dock at Aiken. 
The box car was unloaded, we 
hitched up the horses and drove the 
two miles to our new home—only to 
find the house half-finished! Luckily 
the bam was completed so we moved 
into a granary, in one end of the bam. 
As space was limited. Carman and I 
were quartered in one of the horse 
stalls.

As we lived in the bam for three 
weeks I grew very fond of Old Grace, 
our buggy mare. Dad had owned 
Grace since he was a boy, had driven 
her when he courted Mother so she 
really was a family member. I felt so 
safe at night when I was trying to go 
to sleep and she would reach over 
from the next horse-stall and give me 
a friendly nudge. Of course, she was 
begging for something to eat, but in 
my mind she was telling me good 
night and that she would watch over 
me.

Sister Ruth was bom in January of 
1917 and on a warm July Sunday of 
that year, I heard Mother say to Dad, 
“Let’s don’t drive the car to church

Citizens demand Sunday closings
Petitions bearing 210 names, in

cluding "many of the more prominent 
people of the town, many of them 
mothers of boys and a number of 
prominent business and professional 
men," have been prepared for presen
tation to elected officials of Floydada 
and Floyd County. The petitions seek 
Sunday closings of business estab
lishments, according to a 1918 item 
appearing in this newspaper.

The petitions which were shown to 
The Hesperian management for pub
licity, state the citizens "most respect
fully call attention to the deplorable 
conditions existing in our midst, more 
especially such on Sundays."

The news article said: "The 
Hesperian is not publishing the full 
text of the petition because the editor 
considers a portion of its contents li

belous."
The petition was worded in part: 

"You are hearby earnestly requested 
to enforce the law, especially the Sun
day law, put the lid on and help el
evate the citizenship, and add to the 
moral upbuilding and standing of our 
town, county, etc." It finishes with the 
call: "Do your duty as officers and we 
pledge you our undivided support."

The newspaper article added: "It is 
said in unofficial quarters that the re

sult of the petition will likely be a very 
tight Sunday lid. The only business 
houses which will be affected by the 
closing law enforcement, however, 
will be the garages.

"There is no statute to prevent the 
drug stores or cafes keeping their 
places of business open the year 
round. These three classes of business 
houses are supposed to be the only 
ones to which the petitions have ref
erence."

Canning demonstrations presented 
by hom e dem onstration  agent

A series of four home canning dem
onstrations was presented June 16 and 
17, 1919, by Miss Jessie L. York, 
county home demonstration agent.

Lynay Home M edical Equipment, Inc.
" L ove  Your N e ig h b o r  A s  Y ou rself"

Sports Braces 
O xygen Equipm ent 
Hospital Beds and 
Van Conversions

Congratulations to  
The Floyd County 
Hesperian-Beacon 

on 100 years.
The Lynay Group. Inc. 
623 W. 29th Street 
San Ait|elo. TX 76903 
Phone: (800) 234-6529 
FAX: (913)655-1733

Jake Galvan
Sales & Service

Lynay Home Medical Equipment. Inc. 
P.O. Box 309 
602 South 2nd 
Roydada, TX 79235 
Toll Free (800) 456-6496 
Phone (806) 983-2930

Congratulations on your 100th !

*

B U D D Y  H E N D R I C K S  
O w n e r

-  SINCE 1975
Barwise Community 

West of Floydada 
983-2737

today. Hook up old Grace to the sur
rey so that all the children can say 
they have ridden behind our faithful 
horse.” Needless to say we went to 
church in grand style.

TLD built many homes, but I trav
eled through the Aiken community in 
1985 and our house was one of the 
very few original houses still there. 
Many have been moved to Plainview 
or Lockney and to one who was 
reared in one they are always recog
nizable as a TLD house.

Our house is now occupied by a 
member of the Cox family who has 
kept the house in excellent condition 
and farm the land beautifully.

As I remember, 1914-1915 were 
the banner years for TLD. Prospec
tive land buyers would come in on the 
train, every car in Plainview would be 
pressed into service and 20 to 30 car 
loads of people, called an “excursion 
party” would tour the county, stop
ping at selected farms where the 
salesmen would talk about all the 
good points of the country. They took 
special care not to ever let the pro
spective buyers talk to any old-times 
and as the excursions always took 
place in the lush growing season, the 
prospects never heard about the dust 
storms, blizzards or drouths.

Finally the excursion stopped by 
the TLD’s “demonstration farm” on 
the east side of Plainview for a barbe
cue. You can’t imagine how many 
people came from far-away states and 
bought land. We had neighbors from 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Virginia, 
Iowa, Illinois, and Missouri.

As the land was bought with only a 
down payment, many of the buyers 
lasted only a few years and then the 
farm was sold again or rented.

In my father’s case, he rented two 
quarter sections nearby and raised 
wheat until the drouth and depression 
of the thirties put him back to the 
original eighty acres. Others that 
stayed were the McLaughlins, Hart
mans and Whites, but they turned 
their TLD land back and bought 
larger acreages of dry land and were 
successful in raising wheat.

Across the road from our farm. Dr. 
Pearson had two sections of personal 
land. He improved it with big bams, 
shops and out-buildings. He pumped 
water with ten-inch pumps powered 
by big belt-driven Vinn 60 engines.

He employed forty hired hands and 
had 40 teams of big mules. The hands 
were mostly single and stayed jn bunk 
houses. A half section was planted in 
alfalfa. One quarter of alfalfa was 
used to provide mule feed, the other

quarter was cross fenced into five and 
ten acre blocks and hog houses were 
built all over it..

Hard times hit TLD in 1916. Eng
land, which was the source of their 
capital, was drawn into World W arl, 
people were turning the land back, 
and to cap it all Dr. Pearson lost his 
life when on a return trip from Eng
land a German U-Boat sank the Lusi
tania in 1917. This drew the United 
States into the war and as the payday 
dried up on the Pearson sections, ttie 
hands left - many joined the army.

All the livestock and machinery 
were sold to satisfy the creditors and 
the Pearson section, which had been 
the mainstay of the Aiken community 
with a large payroll, its private tele
phone line and two baseball teams lay 
in shambles.

In 1919 “Uncle” Toby Smith came 
to the plains with some “Ranger 
Boom” oil money and bought the 
Pearson sections. He operated with 
renters for about twenty years. Some 
I remember were the Morrisons, 
Mullins, Dormans, Hawkins and 
Zimmermans.

My dad rented a quarter section 
from Mr. Smith and occasionally my 
parents would visit Mr. and Mrs. 
Smith who lived at the main head
quarters. Oh! what fun sister Ruth and 
I had wandering through all the old 
buildings and finally ending up at the 
hugh mule bam. Here each large 
double stall still had the names of the 
team that belonged there on a board 
above the stall gate. You could walk 
along and read the names. Jack and 
Pete, Sleepy and Kate, Bill and Bod 
and many others, and dream of all the 
activity of days gone by.

In looking back, I think the big flaw 
in the TLD plan was that there was no

cash crop to make the land paymenu.
Dr. Pearson tried to make hogs his 
cash crop and my father did very well 
with hogs as well as milking cows and 
selling cream; both hogs and cows 
living on green alfalfa or hay, but it 
was hard.

Many farms lay abandoned and 
idle for several years after World War 
I. Then TLD discovered cotton and 
cotton would bring in cash. Word was 
sent to East Texas, where cotton had 
long been raised and was now in
fested by boll weevils, that cotton 
farmers were needed on the plains.

They came and were given the red 
carpet treatment: soon all the TLD 
farms were again occupied and send
ing a steady flow of cotton to the 
newly built gins.

My dad stayed with wheat until the 
late twenties when he turned to cot
ton. But as fate would have it, the 
Depression had struck and to even 
clear ten dollars a bale, my sister Ruth 
and I had to pull our entire 1934 
cotton crop. As knee pads and a cot
ton sack did not fit into my idea of a 
good life, I left the farm in 1935. I | ^  
19391 was fortunate enough to get^ lV  
job with a Ft. Worth architect, Wyjtft,
C. Hedrick, looking after his ranches < 
and cattle scattered over Central and>'' 
West Texas.

Another generation should not go 
unnoticed and I am speaking of such 
neighbor boys as Charlie Elam, 
Marvin Glenn Marshall, Bill Clark 
and others who, on reaching young 
manhood in the thirties, with the dust 
bowl at its worst and the depression at 
its lowest point, did not seek a city job 
or move to another part of the coun
try, but dug in and with a lot of deter
mination and hard work made a suc
cess of farming on the Plains.

H & R BLOCK
Owner: Kathy Green

106 W. Missouri, Floydada 
983-5233

’’Happy 100th Birthday”

She was assisted by Mrs. Dora R. 
Barnes of Collge Station, emergency 
district home demonstration agent.

Sessions were conducted in 
Floydada, Lakeview, Lockney and 
Lone Star.

According to an article in this 
newspaper, "The demonstrations will 
show methods of steam pressure can
ning and should prove of unusual in
terest to women who are planning to 
can fruit and vegetables in the season 
soon to open."

C ounty Agricultural agent 
recom m en d ed  for  F loyd

R.O. Tackett, Lubbock County ag
ricultural agent, and R.E. Carper, su
perintendent of the Lubbock Experi
ment Station, met May 14,1918, with 
the Floyd County Commissioners 
Court to recommend and point out the 
advantages of having an agricultural 
agent in this county.

"Special instances of the value of 
the county agent were recited during 
the short conference," according to a 
Hesperian article. "The court has the 
matter under advisement."

Floydada Ford & Mercury
has b een  

advertis ing  in the

Floyd C ounty H esperian -B eacon

since our opening m 
1988

* •

F L O Y D A D A  

a n n -  M E R C U R Y

Hwy. 62, Floydada 983-3761



Tragic fire originates from oil stove
By Jim Reynolds

Another blaze which resulted in 
tragedy occurred in November 1911, 
Mr. and Mrs. Ramsey and young 

aughter Blanch were sacking grain 
m their barn when they saw smoke 
drifting by.

His first thought was to save his 
wife's precious piano. He was suc
cessful in that endeavor, but little else 
was saved.

The fire evidently had started from 
the family's oil stove inside the resi
dence.

An early settler remembered that

Public water blamed 
for typhoid outbreak

1901
Lack of clean drinking water was 

blamed for a typhoid fever outbreak 
in 1901. The disease supposedly was 
contracted from public drinking wa
ter stored in a water tank on the court
house square. Most of the Floydada 
citizens carried water from the pub
lic water well at the courthouse to 
their homes in rolling kegs.

One victim of typhoid fever was 
Frank Montague, described as "a busy 
young man" with ranching interests.

a mercantile business in Floydada and 
a young family. After becoming "very 
tired," doctors diagnosed him as hav
ing the illness in the summer of 1901.

He continued to attempt to work. 
While riding a horse on the range, he 
became so ill that he was forced to 
dismount and lie down. His brother- 
in-law, Frank W ilson, found 
Montague and carried him home. He 
died Oct. 22, 1901.

Typhoid fever continued to strike 
county residents until about 1912.

although neighbors were quick to 
help, "There were no fire trucks to 
call, no phones over which to call 
them; not even a hand fire extin
guisher.”

Prairie fires were also an "ever
present danger in the early days be
cause of high grass.”

A prairie fire swept across Floyd 
County in 1890 before finally burn
ing itself out on the edge of the Ca- 
prock, 55 miles from where it had 
started six hours earlier. Flames de
stroyed fine grass and feed over many 
sections of productive farms." A tent 
and housekeeping goods belonging to 
the J.D. Arnold family were also lost 
to the blaze.

One person said "the means for a 
living for both man and beast had 
been destroyed in a few hours of trag
edy.”
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FLOYDADA FOLLOWING THE JULY 4,1911 FIRE

In fluenza  ravages county in  early days
Public gatherings banned during epidemic which claimed over 50 lives

Lockjaw prevention advised
By Jim Reynolds

Early settlers were advised to guard 
against lockjaw or tetanus by apply
ing a 3 1/2 percent solution of iodine.

mercurochrome or alcohol to any 
scratch, "no matter how small. If ab
normal swelling and pain set in, see 
your doctor at once to get a tetanus 
shot."

Lockney founder J.A. Baker 
dies in October of 1917

Funeral service for J.A. Baker, 
founder of the eity of Lockney, was 
held Oct. 18, 1917, at the Lockney 
Cemetery.

Mr. Baker was "for 25 years one of 
the leading merchants of the plains," 
a.xording to a Hesperian article. "The

end came Tuesday night at 10 o'clock, 
and was the result of erysipelas."

He is survived by "his wife and a 
large family of children and several 
grandchildren, who live in this 
county. He also has a number of 
brothers living at other points in 
Texas."

1918 poll taxes collected
Although officials estimated 2,000 

poll taxes would be paid in this 
county, the total stood at 729 on Jan. 
14, 1918, according to a Hesperian 
article. Jan. 31 in the deadline.

"The final rush of tax-paying has 
set in and the tax collector's ofice is a 
busy place these days," the article 

U t ^ e d .  . . . r x

Poll tax recipients by communities 
on Jan. 14 were: Floydada, 176; 
Starkey, 39; Allmon, 30; Sandhill, 47;

Lockney, 152; Meteor, 4; Providence, 
20; Lone Star, 19; Sunset, 10; 
Fairmont, 11: Cedar Hill, 42; Center, 
39; Baker, 63; Antelope, 19; and 
Lakeview, 58.

1 9 1 8

With the county ravaged by influ
enza, officials drafted a ban on pub
lic gatherings late in 1918. The out
break of illness forced cancellation of 
schools and church functions.

The ban meant "no Christmas ac
tivities were held for the first time 
since the establishment of the town," 
The Hesperian stated in its Jan. 16, 
1918 issue.

Over 50 people lost their lives in 
the "flu epidemic” of 1918 and early 
1919.

Floydada Mayor W.L. Boemer on 
Oct. 8, 1917, issued the following 
public statement which appeared on 
the front page of this newspaper: 
"Upon the suggestion of Acting Gov
ernor R.M. Johnson and upon the ad
vice of the State, Federal, County and 
City Health Officers, I conclude that 
on account of the prevalency of the 
Spanish Influenza, an infectious 
malady, that an imperative necessity 
exists for action on the part of the 
proper authorities to prohibit the pub
lic assembling of the citizens of the 
City of Floydada.

"Therefore, I, W.L. Boemer, by vir
tue of authority vested in me as Mayor 
of the City of Floydada, do hereby

proclaim the public assembling of the 
people for any purpose unlawful.

"That the Public Schools be closed 
and that the pupils thereof remain off 
the streets except when sent by their 
parents on errands, until such time as 
in the opinion of the County and City 
Health Officers it may be determined 
proper for the removal of restric
tions."

Emergency Hospital
Sheriff Grigsby established an 

emergency hospital on the third floor 
of the county courthouse.

Headline on the front page of the 
Dec. 12, 1918, issue of this newspa
per proclaimed: "Influenza Again 
Spreads; Many People Are 111."

The story below this headline 
stated: "Influenza has again broken 
out into an epidemic in Floyd County 
and reports from all sections indicate 
that it is raging in practically every 
community. All members of many 
families are being sick at the same 
time, which is causing some lack of 
attention in instances."

The article told that "over 100 
cases" of flu were reported in Floy
dada and immediate vicinity. This 
again forced schools to close, which 
also was the case earlier in the fall 
(as proclaimed by the mayor in Oc

tober).
"The county was called upon to 

bury four persons during the epidemic 
and furnish food and medical atten
tion to approximately 30 persons dur
ing the time," according to a Jan. 16,
1919, article appearing in this news
paper.

A plea was extended through The 
Hesperian for nursing assistance.

"In order to handle efficiently the 
local epidemic of influenza, and the 
epidemic in all the Southwestern Di
vision, Floyd County has been asked 
to call for the following nurses: gradu
ate nurses, nurses' aids, undergradu
ate nurses, practical nurses, lay 
women helpers (the women who have 
taken the Red Cross course in elemen
tary hygiene and home care of the sick 
and who have their certificates)", ac
cording to a news article.

Deaths Recorded
One of the persons whose death 

was caused by influenza was Mrs. 
R.L. Henry, 33, of Floydada. She was 
"the victim of influenza contracted 
while in Houston as a delegate from 
Floyd City Eastern Star Chapter to the 
Grand L ^ g e  of the State," accord
ing to an article in this newspaper. She 
is survived by her husband and three 
children, ages 12, 10 and 4.

John W. Smith, 30, died after a one- 
week illness. His death was attributed 
to pneumonia following influenza.

Both Mrs. P.H. Pharr, 50, of McCoy 
and Mrs. L.B. Maxey of Center died 
Jan. 6,1919, as the result of pneumo
nia following bouts with flu.

Tips on how to avoid influenza and 
prevent its spread were released by 
the Red Cross:

"1. Keep in mind that like most 
contagious diseases influenza is 
spread by contact; that is, by the trans
fer of the poison from one person to
another. It is spread by sneezing, 
coughing and spitting, at which times 
the discharges from the nose and 
throat are scattered in the air.

"2. Avoid crowds as much as pos
sible, including moving picture 
places, theatres and other assembly 
halls.

"3. When sneezing or coughing, 
place your handkerchief before your 
nose and mouth.

"4. Make sure that you are prop
erly clothed, in accordance with vary
ing changes in temperature, prevalent 
at this time of the year.

"5. Fresh air is always good. Keep 
your bedroom windows wide open, 
and secure as much sleep as possible."

The ban on public meetings in this 
county was lifted on Jan. 1, 1919.
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Judge McGeehee dug first 
Floyd County irrigation well

1911
By Jim Reynolds
Judge Wm. McGeehee, a pioneer 

citizen and county official, was the 
first person to possess an irrigation 
well in Floyd County, according to 
Floyd County Hesperian records. 
"McGeehee started irrigating about 
1911. His first venture, like many of 
the others, was moderately success
ful."

Records indicate that the first well 
for commercial irrigation was drilled 
in 1910 at Hurley, northw est of 
Muleshoe. It "proved very success
ful," In 1911 there was a well drilled 
at Hereford and at about the same 
time a well was dug on the E.H. Perry 
farm, six m iles southw est of 
Plainview.

George E. Green, who pioneered 
the development of irrigation in this 
section, entered the field about this 
time and drilled several wells in the 
Plainview area.

"Perhaps the most interesting and 
doubtless the most profitable devel- 

I opment in the Panhandle-Plains in the 
past half-century is that of shallow 
water irrigation," stated an article ap
pearing in this newspaper in 1940. 
"From a single experimental well 
drilled in Bailey County in 1910, ir
rigation has advanced until at present 
hundreds of wells provide rain when 
and where wanted on thousands of 
acres in this area."

Development Company
Approximately a dozen individual 

wells were in operation in this sec
tion prior to the Texas Land and De
velopment Co. in Southwest Hale and 
northwest Floyd County in 1912. This 
company, a land and property devel
opment syndicate, put down its first 
Floyd County well in 1913.

"Dr. F.S. Pearson, promoter of the 
project, interested a number of capi
talists in the venture and in rapid suc
cession a total of 64 wells were drilled

in the district. Dr. Pearson's career 
was ended on May 7 ,1 9 IS, when he 
was a passenger on Lusitania, which 
was torpedoed and sunk by a Gemuin 
U boat off the Irish coast."

TL&D spent approximately $1.5 
million dollars on improvements 
alone. "Adequate sums were ex
pended on quarter section plots to 
build houses, bams and make im
provements. Distillate and oil-burn
ing engines were installed for piower 
on every well. These were bought 
with the thoughts of their lasting for 
at least 15 years and in this manner 
eliminate later expense for power 
units."

The Texas Land and Development 
Co. completed its last irrigation well 
in the spring of 1917,

Uncle Hank Smith Digs Well By 
Hand

Several claims have been made 
concerning the first well dug on the 
South Plains of Texas, but "the one 
dug at Estacado for the Quaker settle
ment in 1879 by H.C. (Uncle Hank) 
Smith was the first," according to The 
Hesperian.

Copies of the contract between 
Paris Cox, head of the Quakers, and 
Smith were held by family members.

"This well was a dug well, approxi
mately 75 feet deep and although its 
flow was not as great as deeper wells 
which were dug later, it furnished suf
ficient water for the Quakers for sev
eral years," according to an article in 
this newspaper.

"This well was the only one on the 
Plains until 1882 or 1883 when Bob 
Lynn, the first well driller in this sec
tion, came to Estacado and put down 
two or three deeper wells for the 
Quakers. These were the first wind
mills on the Plains. Lynn also dug 
several wells for the Matador Ranch 
and the first well on the Floydada 
townsite on the south side of the 
square."

■V'-

ONE OFTHE FIRST IRRIGATION WELLS IN THE COUNTY

We hope th e  J loyd  County 
Hespenan-IJeacon  

is here fo r  
another 100 years.

H appy lOOth f^irthday

nosa^s place
2 0 7  S. 2n d , J lo tfd a d a  9 8 3 -6 5 2 5

Lockney Oil & Butane
Corner of South Main & Bryant 

P.O. Box 576 
Lockney, Texas, 79241 

652-2555

For all your Farm Fuel needs & 
we have just added a new 
tire machine to do 
fiats on most 
aiuminum  
wheeis.

PHILLIPS

Owner - Tim Roberts 
Station Manager - Ricky Basaidua
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The Presbyterian Academy 
operated for 2 and 1/2 years

liif

FLOYDADA PRESBYTERIAN ACADEMY

Ninth annual Floyd  
C ounty  F a ir  held

1912
(R ep rin ted  in  F loydada cel

ebrates JubUee Year, May 24,1984)

The Ninth Annual Floyd County 
Fair proved, as predicted, to be far and 
away, the biggest event of its kind 
ever staged in Floydada. Attendance 
figures cannot be verified, but con
servatively estimated, probably ran as 
high as ten thousand people for the 
three days. Friday was the largest day 
in point of attendance. Six thousand 
people were on the grounds that day.

The program, as given out each day, 
was strictly adhered to, and carried 
out without a hitch. Harmony and 
good feeling prevailed throughout.

The exhibits for all departments 
began arriving Wednesday afternoon. 
By four o'clock of Thursday, last hour 
of entry, the largest display of agri
cultural and horticultural products 
every shown here, filled every avail
able space, the ladies department, in
cluding fine arts, textile and culinary 
exhibits also being full. The Livestock

exhibit had probably twice as many 
entries as any previous year. The 
Poultry department was hardly so 
well filled. What entries were made 
were good however.

In a short speech at 11 a.m., Thurs
day, Col. W.M. Massie formally 
opened the Fair and gave welcome to 
the visitors. He was introduced by J. 
D. Price, chairman of the executive 
committee.

An event that will long be remem
bered by the little folks was the Doll 
Parade in the afternoon of the first 
day. More than a hundred children 
with dolls in arms and conveyances 
were in this parade, which was in 
charge of Mrs. C.H. Featherston and 
Miss Windsor. Winners in this event 
are given under the prize awards list.

Baseball games, exhibitions by 
Mollie Bailey's Show, Hart's Wild 
West Show, Snake shows, and the 
Virginia Minstrels on the last evening, 
with other concessions on the midway 
completed the entertainment features 
of the occasion.

1940 paper
As a reminder of the boom years of 

1909 and 1910 and the ideals of the 
citizens, facilities which housed the 
old Presbyterian Academy stood east 
of Floydada for a number of years.

"Boys and girls who are now men 
and women once romped and played 
there and some of the parents are still 
living who bought their homes to be 
near a good school to educate their 
children," stated a May 28, 1940, ar
ticle in this newspaper.

It continued, "Just who thought of 
the idea to build this school no one 
seems to know, but in 1909 it was dis
cussed by the majority."

In the year 1910 the propiosition was 
offered to the Southern Presbytery. 
The president of Austin College was 
sent to Floydada to investigate the

proposition. After spending several 
days here, he recommended accep
tance of the proposition.

Actual work was begun in 1910 pn 
the 22-acre tract, which was donated 
by Dr. R.A. Childers and Jno. N. 
Farris. W.T. (Billie) Montgomery of
fered to donate a tract of land north
west of the actual site but due to a de
fect in the title, that offer was turned 
down.

Construction started in August 1910 
and was completed 10 months later.

The first school opened in Septem
ber 1911 with the superintendent and 
two other teachers comprising the fac
ulty.

During the second and third years, 
the school boasted strong football and 
basketball teams.

The Presbyterian Academy contin
ued 2 1/2 years.

Eggs, butter, and milk pays the bills
January  2,1913

An excellent example of thrifty 
poultry raising and dairying on a 
small scale is Mrs. John L. West, 
southwest of Floydada, who began 
the year with 32 hens and four cows, 
and from a record kept of the produc
tion of these she finds that she had 
paid the grocery, dry goods and all 
other bills including black-smithing, 
and excepting hardware, that have 
been incurred during the year on their

farm — and has money left.
This at first seems rather extraor

dinary, but The Hesperian ventures 
that there are others who have prob
ably done as well, if they were known 
or had kept an account of their sales 
from this source. In this proper run 
of a farm the expense of keeping up 
these fowls and the cows is not near 
so great as a person would at first 
think, the main item being to prop
erly care for them and give them the 
best feeds.

M otion picture and 
vaudeville show awaited

October 31,1912
(R ep rin ted  in  F lo y d ad a  cel

ebrates Jubilee Year, Mav 24,1984)

The old garage on West California 
Street is being arranged in the most 
up to date manner, preparatory for a 
motion picture show in vaudeville. 
The sttbw will be under the manage

ment of Mr. J. F. Denton.
In a talk with the representative of 

the Hesperian, Mr. Denton stated that 
the show would be operated three 
nights in the week or possibly every 
night, with motion pictures in vaude
ville each night. He also stated that 
he expected the show to be ntnning 
in a few days.

Plans completed for new show
November 28,1912 
(R ep rin ted  in F loydada cel

ebrates Jubilee Year, May 24,1984)

The way of the picture show here
tofore in Floydada has been hard, — 
or at least unremunerative seemingly, 
from the efforts put into them and the 
early evacuation by the founders of 
the field of endeavor. However, John 
H. Reagan, the popular garage man, 
has completed plans whereby an elec
trically lighted show will be f^umished 
to the public three times each week 
from this date, on Tuesday, Fridays, 
and Saturdays. He has hitched a four- 
cylinder motor to a dynamo with

ample power to produce a steady 
light, and a trial before some 50 
friends Tuesday night developed the 
fact that the darkest indoor scenes 
could be shown successfully on the 
screen. E.E. Boothe operated the ma
chine.

Fletcher Haines, Oliver Allen, R.L. 
Henry, and Dr. R.A. Childers, will 
form the Company, besides Mr. 
Reagan, each serving in his own pe
culiar line, a fireman, engineer, usher 
and other high-salaried officials be
ing needed. We have not learned who 
will "get the gits."

On the square, look for their 
circulars.

Holmes
Plumbing

1205 East Grover 
983-2251

Holmes Plumbing 
proudly joins the 

' celebration of the 
100th anniversary 

of the
Floyd County 

Hesperian-Beacon !!
Austin Holmes 
Steve Holmes

"20 years of service"

MUNCY ELEVATOR
Since 1959

HERMAN GRAHAM 
Partner & Manager

MUNCY 
Highway 70 
SANDHILL 

Farm Road 378

Established 1917 
Wooden Elevator 

Built 1929
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Covered wagons were 
first mode of travel

History of transportation in Floyd 
County, like that of all West Texas, 
parallels the development of a new 
country. First means of transportation 
was by covered wagon, wagon train, 
horseback and by foot. This has been 
transformed into high-speed vehicles, 
trains and even planes.

The early covered wagons were 
som etim es drawn by horses and 
mules, but more often by burly oxen. 
Early freighters who traveled overland 
by wagon train frequently utilized 
eight-mule teams.

According to The Hesperian's files, 
the first stage line in this section was 
a freight line which,would also carry

passengers when not too heavily 
loaded.

Established in 1921, the first stage 
line of significance was a through line 
from Dallas to Lubbock via Floydada.

Among the old trail drivers who 
freighted by wagon train through their 
territory were the renowned Arthur B. 
Duncan and Hank Smith.

Transportation advanced with the 
coming of the Santa Fe Railroad in 
1910. A branch line from Plainview 
to Floydada via Lockney was later 
purchased by Santa Fe. Obtaining 
right-of-way was the major obstacle 
in erecting a new line.

W atc ir f  lo y d ^ a

ARRIVAL OF SANTA FE RAILROAD IN FLOYDADA IN 1910

Large crowd comes out Friday to 
see Santa Fe demonstration train

December 19,1912 
(R ep rin ted  in F loydada cel* 

ebrates Jubilee Year, May 24,1984)
In charge of Agricultural Demon

strator, H.M. Bainer, of Amarillo, the 
Santa Fe demonstration train, reached 
Floydada last Friday morning at 9:30 
and was greeted by an enthusiastic 
crowd of farmers, hog raisers, dairy 
men and poultry raisers, who listened

very attentively to the practical talks 
of the various experts, among them 
H.E. Singleton, of McKinney, hog 
specialist, L.L. Johnson, poultry lec
turer and Mr. Bineer, on the dairy cow 
and the silo. The demonstration in
cluded a car of chickens, ducks, tur
keys, a car of hogs of various breeds, 
diary cows, model silo, etc., the best 
dairying cow on the Taft Ranch in

South Texas, being used on this trip.

During the talks and the inspection 
of the various departments belonging 
to the successful farm the business 
men as well as the farmers gained 
some excellent ideas, and Judging by 
the interest taken as well as the prac
tical presentation of the various sub
jects this trip in Floyd County, will

be of great value as a tonnage builder 
and as developer of this section. 
While this train had been on the road 
for over a month, all the livestock and 
poultry were in excellent condition, 
due to their intelligent care.

From Floydada the train went to 
Lockney, where an enthusiastic hear
ing was given the demonstrators.

P h il's  E lec tric
Congratulations of 100 

years of service
401 W. Kentucky 
Floydada, Tx 983-3589

R e d  b r i c k  s t r e e t s :  E a r l y  d a y  p a n h a n d l e  t r a d i t i o n
A landmark feature of more than a 

few Panhandle communities was—or 
is—red-brick streets. Lockney and 
Floydada were among the first.

"We started our paving work in 
Lockney back in the teens," H.B. Jor
dan of Amarillo remembered in a 
newspaper article. "I was working for 
my father, who founded the company," 
which was based in Plainview. He was 
foreman of many of the projects.

The brick streets hed a definite ad
vantage over those designed from 
other materials in the founding years 
of this region.

"Back in the 1920s towns still had 
wagons pulled by horses and mules, 
and the wagon wheels had rims of 
steel that cut into the concrete and as
phalt," Jordan said.

Available equipment made the 
street-bricking process slower than in 
this era.

"It took about one month to com
plete the grading, leveling and brick
ing of a block," Jordan recalled. "That 
was because of the primitive equip
ment we had to work with at that time. 
It took a lot of shovel work. The 
steam-powered equipment was not 
like what we are using today, and it 
took more physical work from the 
men."

As for actual bricking, two of the 
country's top brickers worked for Jor
dan. When Mark McCoy and Charlie 
Gray bricked a street, it took about a 
day and a half or two days to com
plete a block.
"McCoy had a good eye, and Gray' 

was fast," Jordan said. Both men were 
originally from Georgia.

Area residents who were around 
during the construction remember the 
speed with which the two brickers 
could pave.

A 1926 article in The Childress in
dex quotes one onlooker as saying 
there was a steady "click, click, click" 
as Gray slapped brick after brick 
against each other and into the red 
earth. "It took four men to keep Gray 
supplied with bricks as he laid them 
in the ground," Jordan said.

The pair also were talented when it 
came to breaking a brick in half to 
make it fit along the curbing.

"They could pick a brick up, size it 
by their eyes and then hit it in the right 
place to make a clean, even cut that 
would fit," the contractor said. "I tried 
to duplicate how they did it and wound 
up destroying many bricks."

Hesperian founder 
was history teacher

1896
Claude V. Hall, who founded The 

Hesperian in 1896, later served as 
head of the History Department of 
East Texas State Teachers College in 
Commerce.

Jordan said the five- or six-man 
work crews were hired in the commu
nities where the projects were started. 
"We just hired 15 or 16 men off the 
street for 25 or 30 cents an hour. They 
were common laborers, and when the 
project was finished, their jobs ended," 
he said. "We used them in loading, 
hauling and moving the bricks."

Each brick was four inches by nine 
inches by three inches. They were pur
chased by the square yarcU 

Once in place, workers covered the 
bricks with asphalt, Jordan explained. 
"This was done to seal the space be
tween the bricks and also any cracks 
that might have developed. When traf
fic started moving on the street, the 
use would wear away the asphalt, ex
posing the bricks.

"I don't know how long the bricks 
will last. Let's see, they have been in 
place around 80 years."

Jordan's records include payroll 
vouchers. "We paid by cash then and 
did not have to keep many records," 
he said.

Techn’cality Delays 
Late in 1918, The Floyd County 

Hesperian bore a front page article 
which stated: "All the tangles inciden
tal to preliminaries for paving the 
streets of Floydada have been straight

ened out, and actual work. The 
Hesperian was informed, will begin 
some time during the earlier part of 
next week. "Numerous vexatious de
lays have been occasioned during the 
past several weeks, but these matters 
have been threshed out.

"The contractors have available 
practically all material that will be re
quired to fill their contract, it was 
said."

However, delays continued several 
more months before the project actu
ally got underway.
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P e r i l s  o f  w a r  s t r i k e  n a t i o n  i n  1 9 1 7
Jack Close was among the first of 

Floyd County’s young men to learn 
flrst hand the perils of war. But he was 
not alone, as those on the war front 
and the home front suffered together 
following this nation's entry into 
World War I.

Close, son of Mr. and Mrs. B. D. 
Close, who was in the initial draft to 
leave Floydada in September 1917, 
was also the first Royd County man 
to return to the states after seeing ac
tion in France. He was gassed on April 
6,1918, "with a number of other men 
in the same area and had been in the

hospital in France since that time" 
until his return on July 14 of that year 
to Ellis Island, New York.

Enroute home. Close's ship was at
tacked by three submarines. One of 
the German submarines was sunk.

914 Register for Draft
"Nine hundred and fourteen men in' 

Floyd County 21 years of age and 
over and under 31 registered under the 
Selective Draft Act on 'Riesday," ac
cording to a June 7, 1917, article ap
pearing in The Floyd County 
Hesperian. This registration number 
"comprised practically 30 per cent

greater registration than was esti
mated."

Guesses made soon after the draft 
became law were that this county 
would "furnish probably 550 men 
within the age limit."

According to the newspaper article, 
"Reports from all over the county re
veals that the registry passed off with 
no friction whatever. Registration 
Day was observed generally as a holi
day over Floyd County. Most of the 
business houses at Floydada and 
Lockney were closed and many of the 
persons who registered early in the

day took advantage of the holiday to 
spend the time in recreation."

Inform ation reached by The 
Hesperian caused the following ob
servation: "It now appears certain that 
the War Department will draw all the 
numbers covering the entire registra
tion of 10,000,000 men in the United 
States, and that these men will be 
called before the exemption boards in 
the order in which their numbers are 
drawn. This will mean that every man 
in Floyd County who registered will 
have his number drawn and that he 
will know as soon as it is made pub-

World War I Floyd County Casualties

lie in just what order he may be ex
pected to report to the County Board.

"Just as soon as the War Depart
ment completes the drawing and 
makes it public. The Hesperian will 
publish it in its entirety in such a shape 
as to show at a glance the consecu
tive order in which they are drawn, 
so that any registered man can pick 
out his number — that is, the number 
that has been assigned to him on the 
registration lists, and then tell in
stantly what number in the drawing 
his registered number represents.

"By preserving the issue of The 
Hesperian of July 12 (1917), contain
ing the serial registration numbers and 
the issue that will contain the results

of the drawing you will have a com
plete record of every registered man 
in the county and the order in which 
each will be called."

First Quota: 66 Men 
Floyd County will furnish under the 

draft's first quota 66 men for the mili
tary. Following are the quotas, based 
on population, for this area:

County Population No. to Draft 
Floyd 9,883 66
Crosby 7,665 58
Hale 12,039 80
Motley 4,390 30
Swisher 4,582 31
Briscoe 2,854 19
Dickens 5,944 30
Lubbock 11,792 79

Sad news concerning the war was 
a frequent visitor to the folks back 
home.

Caleb McDermitt was killed by ma
chine gun fire in France on Oct. 9, 
1918. His death occurred "while the 
U.S. troops were making a charge" 
near St. Elienne. He was the son of 
F.J. McDermitt of the McCoy Com
munity.

The soldier had been married one 
week when he marched off to war the 
previous spring.

Floydada's American Legion Post 
was named in honor of McDermitt.

Paul Foster was a prisoner of war 
in a POW camp in Darmstadt, Ger
many, according to the Sept. 19,1918, 
issue of this newspaper.

The Oct. 3,1918, issue stated: "237 
boys have been sent to war by the lo
cal draft board.” In the same issue, 
the public was requested to support 
the Fourth Liberty Loan Bonds.

"Present indications are that a num
ber of Floyd County boys who have 
been serving in France will return 
home by Christmas or shortly there
after," according to the Nov. 28,1918, 
Hesperian. "These men are those, 
however, who are wounded or con
valescent in hospitals. The War De
partment statement was to the effect 
that all wounded would be returned 
to America within a period of two 
months."

However, it appears that the bulk 
of uninjured soldiers will be retained

in France for the present. The Nineti
eth Division has been officially des
ignated as one of the divisions which 
will form part of the "army of the oc
cupation."

This newspaper reported, "The War 
Department is at present practically 
30 days behind in reports of casual
ties seems to be indicated by the fact 
that some 'nearest of kin' are just now 
being notified of wounds and deaths 
among the troops who were in the big 
operations which began on October 
8 th (1918)".

National Memorial Day
President Woodrow Wilson desig

nated May 30,1918, National Memo
rial Day: "As a day of public humil
ity, prayer and fasting. The people of 
the nation are asked to gather that day 
in their places of worship and pray 
for the victory of the American armies 
which will bring a peace founded 
upon mercy, justice and good will."

Floydada Mayor W.L. Boerner 
joined with officials throughout the 
nation in declaring the previous Oc
tober 24 (1917) as "Liberty Day, when 
every community in the nation is 
called upon to do its part toward for
warding the Second Liberty Loan."

Floyd County oversubscribed its 
quota of the Second Red Cross War 
Fund, which was concluded in May 
1918.

The Floydada region collected

$10,120.65, which was more than 
twice its quota of $4,694. Northern 
portion of the county also exceeded 
its goal, although tabulations in that 
area had not been completed when 
this newspaper's May 30,1918, article 
was prepared.

Following are subscriptions for the 
Red Cross effort from schools in the 
Floydada region:

District Quota Subscription 
Pleasant Hill $127.05 $174.50
Fairview 264.55 338.55
Starkey 149.65 299.70
Sand Hill 318.00 502.35
Harmony 123.40 279.00
Lakeview 249.00 452.60
Center ’l63.80 294.00
McCoy 150.85 380.00

Mayview
Baker
Antelope
Blanco
Allmon
Campbell
Hillcrest
Newland
Floydada

135.65 145.15
246.55 517.50
204.20 268.25
122.95 162.95

158.25 189.25
161.05 349.50
189.35 255.00
109.90 184.35
1.825.80 5.328.00

Totals $4,694.00 $10,120.65

This newspaper carried military- 
related photos on page one of virtu
ally every 1918 issue.

Sugar was rationed nationally. Cer
tificates were issued which allowed 
each citizen to purchase two pounds 
of sugar per month.

Happy 100th Birthday
to

The Floyd County Hesperian-Beacon
from

El Rancho Restaurant
Ralls Highway, Floydada

Letters From Sold iers
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Letters from servicemen frequently 
were shared by relatives with others 
via printing in The Hesperian. One of 
the most vivid was this letter written 
October 19, 1918, "somewhere in 
France" by Corporal Arryl Martin of 
Co. B, 144th infantry. It was written 
to his parents, Mr. and Mrs. H. Mar
tin just after his 36th Division "came 
out of the big battles along the Meuse 
River in which they were engaged 14 
days and in which the German Army 
received the staggering blows which 
were the immediate cause of the ar
mistice."

Although his battalion sustained 
heavy losses, Cpl. Martin was unin
jured.

His letter:
"Dear Mother and Dad:
"I have been very well pleased yes

terday and today for several reasons. 
First, because I received two letters 
from you yesterday and one today. 
Something I need not speak of, for I 
am always glad to hear from you, and 
stand with my mouth, eyes and ears 
open when we get mail and when it 
is called out, and I hear my name 
called I almost go crazy.

"Another reason I am happy is be
cause we were relieved from the front 
last night and I came out untouched 
but sorry to say some of our boys had 
the misfortune to get killed and some 
were wounded badly. Sincerely hope 
they will come out all OK.

"A person cannot realize what it is 
to be under shell fire until they are 
there and see and feel it, and see their 

good friends and comrades fail here 
and yonder, on account of machine 
gun and artillery fire. Our anxiety and 
hopes have been fulfilled in every 
part. We walked out and faced the 
worst artillery fire, so some Marines 
say, that they had ever seen, and they 
also said they quit the field on account 
of shell fire not near so bad as that 
was.

"But our boys faced it and walked 
out like veterans and not one of them 
faltered or acted like they wanted to 
stop, but kept going and gained our 
objectives, with the loss of two men

G R A IN  In c . Since 1987

m m mCRANimV ill COMPAWr Inc.
Btfo pcm
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Buddy Graham
Manager 202 East Shubert, Lockney

killed and several wounded. That was 
the afternoon of the 8th of October 
and we have been going every day 
since, although we have driven the 
Dutch back something like 25 miles 
up to date.

"Last Sunday we had a very warm 
reception from the Dutch with ma
chine gun and artillery fire causing 
many casualties but we gained our 
objectives and stopped with exchang
ing our compliments to 'Fritzie' with 
a heavy rifle fire. We also gained very 
rich citations and compliments from 
such men as Generals Goch and 
Garaurd, commending us for our 
bravery and coolness in battle, some
thing that is no little thing but some
thing to be proud of. Believe me, we 
are proud of it, all resulting from the 
prayers of our dear mothers and loved 
ones at home.

"We are rapidly progressing and 
when we do get back to dear old 
America again, we will bow down in 
humble thankfulness to our dear 
people and country for their constant 
help to us while in this awful thing 
called war.

"I received a letter from Hoyle 
Dunaway yesterday and was very 
glad to hear from him. I had heard that 
he had been killed but glad to hear 
different. He is well and fine, work
ing hard he says. Heard from H. and 
Jewel also Eli today.

"Now, just a line as to where we 
are, I can't tell you exactly where we 
are, but if you remember the little 
country Germany overrun and came 
into France and have held since 1914, 

Continued on Page 13E

" .J

Bobby Welborn 
Jerry Galloway 
Carroll Sims 
Martin Ascencio 
Roy Moreno 
Larry Gutherie 
Roel CIsnerios

Jon White 
Mike Anderson 
Gary Vick 
Dinks Eckert 
Cowboy Wiley 
Danny Nixon 
Jack Alaniz 
Darrell Gooch 
Billy Marquis

Gary Brown 
Pete Vallejo 
Larry Smith 
Mark Snell 
Trey Mayer 
Tracy Webb 
Paul McIntosh'

Floydada Volunteer

Salute the Floyd County Hesperian-Beacon's
100th Anniversary

Tipton Oil & Butane, Inc.

ftin ii
rii»!

fina

119 E. Houston, Floydada 983-3144
Sales & Service 

Retail & Wholesale 
Farm Tires

Coast to Coast Tire Protection Plan

Since 1979
Wayne & Lin Tipton, Owners

I
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Letters From Sold iers
Continued from Page HE

but thankful to say they are retreat
ing as fast as possible.

"We are looking forward to the day 
when Germany will be no more and 
peace will reign supreme unhindered 
by any one or anything. I must close 
for this time but will write again 
soon.. With love, your son.

"Corp. Arryl L. Martin 
"Co. B, 144th Infantry

"P.S. I am sending you a Christmas 
package coupon. You asked me what 
I would like most. Of course I would 
like very many things but a fruit-cake 
is about as good as anything I can 
think of at present."

American Legion Post named 
in honor of WWI casualty

Thursday, May 23,1996 • The Floyd County Hesperian-Beacon - Page 13E

F irst Texais g o v ern o r  
im p e a c h e d  in  1917

'A ii'i

LOCKNEY AROUND 1908

1918

McDermett American Legion Post 
#118 in Floydada was named in honor 
of a Floyd County soldier who was 
killed in October 1918 while serving 
in France during World War I. Caleb 
McDermett of the McCoy Community 
died on Oct. 9,1918.

He was married one week before 
leaving home for military service in 
France.

The McDermett Post Charter was
-  y  „

signed and sent to national headquar
ters on Dec. 9, 1919.

Early meetings were held in the 
courthouse. The Barrow building, lo
cated at the northwest comer of the 
square, was later rented as the meet
ing site.

The American Legion hall in 
Floydada was constructed in 1924 and 
occupied in 192S.

McDermett Post sponsored rodeos 
and other entertainment to finance its 
building.

James E. Ferguson became the first 
Texas governor to be impeached. Fol
lowing two weeks of proceedings, he 
was impeached on Saturday, Sept. 2, 
1917, by the Senate, which sustaiqpd 
10 of 21 charges preferred by the 
House.

"The situation was a dramatic one, 
though it had been apparent for a day 
or more on the floor of the legislative 
halls that the governor would be im
peached," The Hesperian explained in 
its Sept. 27, 1917, issue.

The largest vote for impeachment 
came on the Canyon City Normal 
fund charge. The Senate stood 27 to 
4 on this charge.

Governor Ferguson closed the ar
gument in his own behalf, address
ing the Senate for two hours and 20 
nunutes.

"This is the first time in the history 
of the state that a governor has been 
impeached, and the second time in the 
history of the United States," accord
ing to this newspaper. "William 
Sulzer, former governor of New York, 
was the first."

The Monday following its im
peachment action, the Texas Senate 
"in a majority vote declared the gov
ernor disqualified from ever holding 
office in this state again."

P L A N T

SOME BEAUTY!

SABRINA STEPP and JOE STEPP

Joe's
100 South Main, Floydada

^Congratulates the Floyd County Hesperian-Beacon for 
^ears of business advertising and news coverage!

JULY 3RD SCHOOL FAIR IN FLOYDADA -1918

/Zockncxi 
o-̂  CSommctce

is proud to have been a part of 
The Floyd County Hesperian^Beaeon's 

progress during the past 100 years.

Anticipating a second century of 
continued prosperity,

The Lockney Chamber of Commerce
wishes

The F loyd  C ou n ty  
Flesperian-Beacon a 

H a p p y  100th B irth day.

RUSSELL'S
EQUIPMENT

&
SUPPLY, INC.

Wayne Russell

Serving this area from 1921-1996

608 East Houston, Floydada

r

■S 'ktr

Ricky Martinez,, G len  Bertrand, Phil Green

B  &  G  H a r v e s t i n g
101 S. 12th - Hwy 207 - P.O. Box 353

Floydada, Texas, 79235 
806-983-2009

GLEN BERTRAND 
806-983-1009

SINCE 1 9 7 0 SAM GREEN 
806-983-1917
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1928
With the arrival of the first passen

ger train of the Quanah, Acme & Pa
cific Railway on Monday, Oct. 1, 
1928, Floydada received "quick, di
rect connections east and north for the 
first time in history."

The train made connection at Okla
homa City with the Frisco's fast train, 
"The Hot Shot," which traveled from 
Oklahoma City to St. Louis and Chi
cago. The Hesperian stated "this gives 
fast service to two of the greatest

manufacturing and distributing cen
ters in America. This means a great 
saving in time on passenger, express 
and mail service to these centers, as 
well as to Oklahoma City, and makes 
Floydada as easily accessible from 
these centers of manufacturing and 
distribution as any city or town in the 
Panhandle-Plains area."

Floydada's $42,000 brick station, 
cotton platform, machinery dock and 
section house were situated east of the 
courthouse square.

~T.

Q A & P  EXTENSION STARTED TOWARD FLOYDADA JUNE 9,1927
(J. B. Jenkins in picture)

Plainsman carries 700 on maiden voyage

WEEMS
Service Station

Since 1948

"We are proud to be a part of the 
Floyd County Hesperian-Beacon history" ^

Randeii Weems - owner 
607 East Houston, Fioydada 983-8109

1928
Christened "The Plainsman," the 

new train carried 700 passengers on 
her maiden voyage. Five thousand 
visitors were on hand to bid her wel
come.

The following excerpt from the 
Oct. 4, 1928, issue of The Floyd 
County Hesperian recaptures festivi

ties when the new train arrived in 
Roydada:

"Plainview, Lockney, Lubbock, 
Ralls, Crosbyton, Idalou, Quitaque, 
Lorenzo, Amarillo and other cities of 
the Plains and Panhandle had delega
tions, who came in caravans of auto
mobiles. The Plainview delegation, in 
particular, was large and well-orga-

Noisy ceremonies welcome committee
1928
"Brief ceremonies marked the his

torical event. Noisy band and pep 
squad demonstrations preceded the 
formal welcome to Floydada, ex
tended by E.C. Nelson, chairman of 
the right-of-way finance committee 
for the new line.

"The inauguration of passenger 
service over the Quanah route marks

the beginning of a new day for this 
section," he told the 5,000 visitors. 
Among other things he spoke of the 
pleasure with which local business
interests had dealt with the railroad 
officials in the construction of the 
lines. They have everything they
promised us they would do and 
more," he declared.

Railroad aids in  wheat production
With the coming of railroad lines, 

Royd County developed as a wheat 
producing area.

In 1928, both the Quanah, Acme & 
Pacific Railway and the Fort Worth & 
Denver Railway moved into the 
county. The QA&P extended its line 
from McBain, giving Roydada its first 
direct connection to the north and east.

Fort Worth & Denver Railway

Caprock Meat Company
B e e f - H o g s - D e e r - O s t r i c h  

R e t a i l  M e a t  M a r k e t

807 East Missouri 
Floydada, TX 79235

JOHN & IRENE HERNANDEZ
Bus. Phone 983-5844 

Home 983-5604 Mobile 983-1604

C a n g r a t u l a t i a n s  

O f t  1 0 0  y e a r s

Thanks
Hesperian-Beacon 

for your service 
to the community 

these last 100 years.

Heptad Vegetables

O r n a m e n t a l  
g o u r d s  

6i p u m p k in s

t lw y  90 , J lo y d a d a

nized and aided greatly in the events 
of the afternoon.

"Judge L.S. Kinder headed the 
Plainview delegation, which num
bered in excess of 250 persons and 
included one of the bands for which 
the city is noted.

"A beautiful day added to the en
joyment of the event for everybody 
concerned, including local residents.

"When the ten-coach train pulled 
by a double header engine and piloted 
by Roadmaster Wylie, pulled into the

 ̂‘t'b* *4̂ 1

served the towns of South Rains, 
Sterley and Lockney.

Next came bus service. Texas, New 
Mexico & Oklahoma (TNM&O) and 
McMakin Trailways began operating 
regular schedules. They offered both 
passenger and freight services.

Several common carrier motor 
freight lines also operated in this 
county.

station, the blare of the bands and the 
yells of the crown made a deafening 
noise of welcome for the excursion
ists.

"As the excursionists alighted, they 
were greeted with a picnic lunch, pre
pared in large quantities by the 1922 
Study Club. Sandwiches, coffee, 
cookies, fruit and pie were served 
each passenger as they stepped off the 
train. Following them came hundreds 
of other visitors who shared in the 
eats.

'A

< ’ l l

■ '* .

J&K Insurance Agency
Since 1984

Life
Health
Commercial

Jim Martin

Crop
Auto
Home Owners

Kay Martin

121 W. California 620 S. Main 44 Main St. 
Floydada Lockney Quitaque

Home Phone - 652-3386 Office Phone - 652-3594

, 'latJW
o' •>''!*

WEST SIDE OF SQUARE IN FLOYDADA

(Son^tAtuCatioHS on 
1 0 0  ^ c a x s  o - ^  S c i v L c e

9oy C^tockett, 985-2975

HAPPY
1 0 0 t h

BIRTHDAY

u
JUNIOR (MISSES

2200 W. 5th, Halnview 
293-3717

B r o w n  G i n  C o r p o r a t i o n
Since 1962

Rails Highway, Floydada

DIRECTORS::
President: C.C. Whittle 
Vice President: Bob Simpson 
Secretary: Gail Campbell 
Director: JakeyYounger 
Director: Connie Bearden 
Office Manager: Cindy Ward 
Gin Superintendent: Dick Jones

Floyd County Hesperian-Beacon
May your next 100 years be as productive as your first.
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(1923)
By Jim  Reynolds
The Texas Tech University Raid

ers and Lady Raiders, based in Floy- 
dada, both qualified for the NCAA 
basketball Sweet Sixteen in 1995!

That statement is true, except that 
the university is located in Lubbock. 
But Floydada could have become the 
Texas Tech University home had a 
spirited push been successful in 1923.

"Floydada at Tech Jubilee! 225 
From Floydada and Lockney On Spe
cial" barked the headline of April 5, 
1923, issue of The Hesperian. This 
started an intense effort spanning sev
eral months to have the new school 
located in Floydada. "Floyd County 
Special Biggest From South Plains, 
Makes Big Impression At Metropo
lis," stated the sub-head. The actual 
number from both towns was 300.

First paragraph of the article: "The 
celebration in Amarillo yesterday for 
the passage of the bill creating the 
Texas Technological College was a 
tremendous success in numbers, en
thusiasm and colorful demonstrations 
and the Floydada Special, which car
ried two hundred and fifty-five per
sons, was the largest delegation pulled 
to Amarillo from the South Plains sec
tion. The Floydada contingent on the 
train was larger that either the Lub
bock or Plainview delegation, and this 
number was swelled by more than 
forty businessmen from Lockney, 
who, with their band, boarded the 
train at Lockney and added greatly to 
the pep and enthusiasm of the crowd 
enroute as well as during the parade 
in Amarillo."

Floydada High School Band and 
Lockney Concert Band added zest.

and the Floydada Quartette (E.S. 
Randerson, A.N. Gamble, E.G. Wood 
and R.T. Stribling) "entertained large 
crowds wherever the delegation 
stopped long enough to give an op
portunity."

Eight banners carried in the parade 
featured Floyd County as the ban

ner production county of the plains 
in cotton, wheat and other agricultural 
products as well as of hogs and other 
livestock.

Impressive Group
"Floyd County's delegation made 

a good impression in this parade. The 
Lockney contingent led with their 
band, the entire delegation being clad 
in blue overalls carried the slogan 
across their breasts, "Floyd County, 
the Champion Agricultural County of 
the Plains.' Arthur Barker, their pa
rade manager, did some clown stuff 
that convulsed the crowds with laugh
ter. Floydada's part of the contingent 
featured about 150 students from the 
high school with business and profes
sional men and farmers filling out the 
ranks." Floydada High School Prin
cipal J.C Wester led the Floydada sec
tion of the parade and was yell leader 
for the high school students.

Texas Lt. Gov. T.W. Davidson was 
the keynote speaker for the Amarillo 
gathering.

Following an 8 p.m. rally on April 
12, 1923, in the courthouse "for the 
purpose of forwarding the interests of 
Floydada for the location of the Texas 
Technological College," application 
was soon made for Floydada to be
come home to the new college. Col. 
W.M. Massie, chairman of the com
mittee, and Maury Hopkins, secretary 
of the local Chamber of Commerce,

H6R6's Wishing The newspapen 
The veny besT op hiKThdays, 

and, may you have many omel

WesT Texas Gas 
& Uncles

Highway 70 Wesr, Floydada 983-5530

Congratulations on 
100 years!

Emert Electric
Weldon and Mary Emert, Owners 

209 E. Hallie Floydada, Tx 983-2422

were in Austin on April 19,1923, "to 
file the application and brief." How
ever, when more time was allowed the 
revised brief and application were 
actually filed Monday, April 23, by 
Judge A.P. McKinnon.

"Two thousand and 23 acres of land 
lying in a body beginning in the west
ern corporate limits of Floydada and 
westward are offered for the site," 
according to an April 19,1923, article 
appearing in this newspaper. "The 
land adjoins a part of the best resi
dential section of Floydada and is 
considered as complying strictly with 
the enacting law which made prox
imity to the business section of the 
community one of the requirements."

37 Bids Received 
Thirty-seven towns made offers. 

The Texas Technological College 
Locating Committee announced in 
April that all sites would be inspected 
during 26 days.

Among those bidding for the school 
were: Boerne, Lampasas, Brady, 
M enard, Brownwood, Coleman, 
Ballinger, Paint Rock, Miles, Mid
land, San Angelo, Slaton, Big Spring, 
Colorado, Sweetwater, Abilene, Buf
falo Gap, Clyde, Cisco, Seymour, 
Munday, Haskell, Stamford, Snyder, 
Post, Wilson, Lubbock, Crosbyton, 
Spur, Floydada, Plainview, Tulia, 
Amarillo, Claude, Memphis, Quanah 
and Vernon.

Members of the locating commit
tee included: S.B. Crowell, chairman. 
State Board of Control; Dr. William 
S. Sutton, acting president. Univer
sity of Texas; Dr. W.B. Bizzell, presi
dent, Agricultural and Mechanical 
College of Texas; S.M.N. Marrs, state 
superintendent of Fhiblic Instruction; 
Dr. F.M. Bralley, president. College 
of Industrial Arts, Denton; and W.R. 
Nabours, secretary of the locating 
board.

The Hesperian announced a "Tech 
Rally" for 3 p.m. Saturday, July 28, 
1923, at the d istrict courtroom . 
"People of the entire county are asked 
to be represented in formulating final 
plans for entertainment of Tech locat
ing board on Thursday, Aug. 2," the 
article slated. The story alluded to "the 
last card in Tech fight" and added that 
"the local committee has spared nei
ther time nor expense in presenting 
Floydada's claims."

When the six-man locating com
mittee arrived on Aug. 2, the main 
order of business was inspection of 
the site being offered in Floydada.

"Electing to take their chances at 
impressing the locating board with the 
value of the site offered by Floydada 
for the location of the Texas Techno
logical College, by the absence of 
elaborate entertainments and tremen
dous crowds, the local committee will 
have as their guests the Texas Tech
nological College Locating Board, 
newspaper men representing a half

^arwise Elevator 
& Fertilizer

Barwise Community 933-2051

DAVIS
Lumber Company

HBPP9 Birthday
l^ lo g d  C o n n tD l

Hesperian-Beacon
Plumbing Supplies - Quality Lumber 

Hardware - Roofing Materials 
Carpet - Floor Covering 

and Much More
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PROPOSED PLANS FOR TEXAS TECH IN FLOYDADA

dozen daily newspapers of the state 
at a luncheon which is dissimilar in 
many respects to any the board has 
so far enjoyed in their rounds of site 
inspecting," according to this news
paper. "The luncheon is spread at the 
Commercial Hotel and consists, in its 
entirety, of food produced on Floyd 
County farms and ranches. Only the 
flavors coffee and tea were not pro
duced in this county. In variety and 
abundance, it is declared, the spread 
cannot be excelled at this season of 
the year anywhere in the world."

IWelve local businessmen departed 
Aug. 1, in six cars for Spur, where they 
spent the night before meeting the se
lection committee members and ac
companying them to Floydada the fol
lowing day.

Decision Announced August 8, in 
F t  Worth

Lubbock was the bride and Floy
dada was among 36 bridesmaids when 
the college's location was announced 
by the selection group during its Aug. 
9,1923, meeting in Ft. Worth.

A ccording to this newspaper, 
"When the news that Lubbock had 
been named as the location for the 
school reached people in Lubbock, all 
business activities were abandoned 
and the whole town spent the after
noon in celebrating the event. It was a 
most tumultuous celebration, adviso
ries received in Floydada last night, 
indicated,rivaling the Armistice Day 
Celebration in noisiness and jubila
tion."

Upon receiving the news, Floydada 
Chamber of Commerce immediately 
sent a congratulatory telegram to its 
Lubbock counterparts. "We are deeply 
gratified the school has been located 
on the plains and are happy to con
gratulate you," the telegram stated in 
part.

r . ---------------------------------------------------
1 r  ■ A

Rick Fuller Trucking
&

Troco Oil Sales
Congratulations 

Floyd County 
Hesperian-Beacon 

on your 
100th Birthday

320 East Houston 
Floydada, Texas

806-983-2552
806-983-2434

y

[’’'In appreciation for 100 
years of service

Caprock Industries
wishes a Happy 100th 
Birthday to The Floyd, 

County
Hesperian-Beacon

Rt. 1 Box 1 7  Lockney, Tx 652-3307

Nielson's Restaurant
& Catering

Happy 100th Birthday
"Proudly Serving Floyd County and Surrounding Areas for Over 35 Years"

304 E. Houston Floydada 983-3464
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The First National Bank of Floydada
Has Been in Continuous Service Since 1890

Banking  -  

Then 
to Now €

m

vii?

1890 - Banking was conducted in the 
Johnson Bros, and Ainsworth Store

1996

T H E r iR S T N A T tO m L B M m

O F F L O Y W U M

124 South Main • Floydada, TX 79235

Member FJ).LC. Ml the bankyou*ll ever need 1^
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P̂artners inprogress

S o u t h  P l a i n s  s t a r t s  w i t h  

1 9 2 7  b u i l d i n g  b o o m
(1927)
South Plains started with a boom!
First issue of South Plains Sun on 

July 15,1927, reported a grand open
ing and double-header auction sale 
July 22-23. The town was developed 
by A.B. Brown, president of First 
National Bank of Lockney and J.S. 
Edwards, prominent town builder of 
Slaton.

The newspaper's first edition told 
^-^^that the first brick and tile building 
V *  "is practically complete." 10 brick 

buildings are planned as part of a 
"boom"; that J.B. Jamagin will open 
a grocery store. Bat ton Thornton and 
Gilbert Bean are to erect a grain el
evator; water and electricity is assured

by developers, with "actual construc
tion to start at once on plant"; W.P. 
Fewell has leased one of the new 
brick buildings to house his general 
merchandise store; the contract has 
been let for the first bank building; 
lumber yards and other businesses are 
certain; Mrs. Homer Harper will erect 
a brick filling station; E.D. Smallin 
has a contract to construct five build
ings and Edwards will erect two brick 
structures.

"Besides South Plains being lo
cated in the rich farming belt, the 
town is within five miles of what will 
soon be the scenic wonder of Texas: 
a beautiful creek supplied by springs 
with a continuous supply of water

Gradual resumption of 
bank functions reported

March 9,1933
The First National Bank of this city 

and the banks of the West Texas area, 
caught in the general order last Thurs
day night (March 2) closing all bank
ing institutions of the country in a 
temporary holiday proclaimed by the 
president and secretary of the trea
sury, were gradually resuming their 
functions this week under restricted 
rules promulgated by the comptrol
ler of the currency," according to the 
lead article in the March 9, 1933, is
sue of The Hesperian.

In anticipation of action today of 
the national Congress looking toward 
an early reopening of all banks, "the 
local bank was beating time," the 
story slated.
"While cash was being received into 

the bank subject to the orders of cus
tomers, no checking accounts were 
being opened. All funds in the bank 
were impounded by the presidential 
order at the time of ̂ e  closing. Banks 
over this area protested the closing 
order, first made by G overnor 
Ferguson and State BanWng Commis

sioner Shaw and later extended and 
broadened by the national authorities.

While business in this area had 
"leveled away and was moving 
along," this newspaper explained, 
"acute conditions in the eastern bank
ing centers, where withdrawals from 
large banks by the millions in currency 
and billion were being made, cause the 
decision to impound all banking funds 
to protect the circulating medium,

although it is not known what percent
age of the bank deposits will be tied 
up indefinitely."

Cream and produce checks were 
accumulating in local retail establish
ments, "but apparently there is no in
dication of a complete tieup in busi
ness activities unless banks remain 
closed for another week or more."

Infantile paralysis  
claims lives in 1934

Oct. 25,1934
By Jim Reynolds
Five cases of "polio myelitis or in

fantile paralysis" were definitely di
agnosed in this county during a late 
1934 siege, according to Dr. V. 
Andrews, county health officer. All 

I five reside in the Cedar Hill vicinity.
Two members of one family died 

of the illness. Those who contacted

Sept 6,1934 
By Jim Reynolds
No damage was done, "except to 

fill the housewives' houses full of dust 
that sifted through the openings," in 
this county by a Sunday, Sept. 2, 
1934, dust storm which was indicated 
by reports to have been 300 miles 
wide.

F eb .14,1935 
By Jim Reynolds
"It looks like we've got to get away 

from cotton, at least for the present," 
L.H. Dorrell, who farms four miles 
east of Floydada, told The Hesperian 
for an article appearing in the Feb. 14, 
1935, issue. He plans to plant 125 
acres of pinto beans, which could in-

March 12,1936
Funds for preventing wind erosion 

in this county have been allocated, 
according to the March 12, 1936 is
sue. County Agent D.F. Bredthauer’s, 
assisted by the County Farm Associa-

clear as crystal and leading from the 
Plains to the tunnels." The townsite 
is part of the "famous old F Ranch."

Two oil tests are underway in Floyd 
County, and "a deep test will be made 
here (South Plains) just as soon as a 
block of acreage is secured."

H arley  S a d ler  
Show  provides  
treat in summer

1930’s
Record-breaking crowds seemed to 

prevail on opening night of the famed 
Harley Sadler Show during its one- 
week visit to Floydada and other area 
towns each summer. Sadler's com
pany was reputed to be "the most suc
cessful tent show in America." Open
ing performance here in 1934 featured 
"Marten of the Movies," with a 30- 
minute musical overture by the or
chestra and eight acts of "big-time 
vaudeville" interspersed between acts 
of the play.

Sadler was normally seen in com
edy characterizations "that have made 
him famous," and Billie Sadler played 
lead roles in the plays.

Boxed candy, complete with prizes, 
was sold at intermission.

"Although business was slowed up Drought relief
in this section by the order of the presi- ^
dent, principally on account of a lack ■ p i i n ^ C  f ^ O T n i n C T  I’O  
of change, not a great deal of incon- ■*" \ , \J
venience has been occasioned and no i  .
suffering has resulted. Checks gener- l ^ l O y C l  V _ ^ O U n t y  
ally are being accepted in good faith,

Texas Relief Commission has fur
nished the Legislature with informa
tion which reveals that "241 of the 
254 Texas counties have been placed 
in the emergency area where federal 
officials recognize the situation as 
being acute," according to an article 
appearing in this newspaper's Sept. 6, 
1934 issue.

This report shows the exp>enditure 
of $54,612,622 from all sources for 
relief in Texas for the period from 
Sept. 1, 1933, to Aug. 31, 1934. "It 
estimates that $44,390,000 in relief 
funds will be necessary to care for the 
distressed in our state until May 1 of 
next year."

On the drought situation the same 
report shows that surveys in 100 
counties reveal 50,000 farm families 
hauling water for domestic purposes, 
six corporate municipalities with ex
hausted local water supplies and 20 
more with less than a 30-day supply 
on hand.

Leghorn laying 
hard boiled eggs

June 14,1934 
By Jim Reynolds 
Mrs. G.R. May initially found her 

own family leery to believe that one 
of her white Leghorn hens was laying 
hard-boiled eggs in the scorching sum
mer of 1934. In six or seven days "the 
hen laid five of the hard-boiled eggs 
up to Monday night," this newspaper 
reported.

"Only after the hen laid an egg in 
the shade and it was gathered while 
yet fresh: Mrs. May's family believed 
the hard-boiled egg story was not 
merely a Joke. A son declared "it 
oughtn't to be put in the paper, because 
nobody would believe it."

Incidentally, the temperature on 
June 11, 1934, reached 106 1/2 de
grees.

Agent discovers 
illicit liquor haul

1934
By Jim  Reynolds 
The largest haul of illicit liquor 

found in Floyd County (to that date) 
was confiscated by a raiding party in 
the extreme eastern part of the county 
on Dec. 6, 1934. One thousand, 482 
1/2 gallons of alcohol were taken by 
the group head by federal agent Sam 
Tibbetts.

Two cars and a trailer, each loaded 
with liquor, were impounded. Two 
women and a man were arrested and 
another man was being sought.

.*%w

SOUTH PLAINS IN 1927 - BRICK BUILDINGS UNDER CONSTRUCTION

C o m m o d i t y  p r i c e s  u p
The Hesperian pointed out that "two 

remarkable paradoxes have marked 
the period of paralyzed banking facili
ties. The first of these is the unanimous 
expression of confidence and belief

that the period definitely marks a turn

the illness, from three different fami
lies, were school age or under.

Parents were advised to keep their 
children isolated as much as possible, 
especially those residing in the Ce
dar area. Infantile paralysis is infec
tions but not highly contagious, doc
tors believe.

"There has been no serum found for 
infantile paralysis as yet," Dr. 
Andrews said.

1934 dust storm reported 
to be 300 miles wide

"Reports from as far west as House, 
N.M., indicate the storm hit with as 
much force as in the plains area, and 
£is far east as Childress, news reports 
indicate the storm hit there about the 
same time as Floydada, 6 o’clock," 
according to a news story appearing 
in this newspaper.

The duster blew in from the north.

D orre ll p lan ts beans
elude a few acres of lima beans.

L.A. Marshall, a former Floydada 
grain dealer who spent two recent 
years in the bean producing area 
around Roy, N.M., declares that pin- 
tos will "equal or exceed any of the 
present crops being raised in Floyd 
County in productivity and possibili
ties for profit."

Wind erosion prevention 
funds allocated for county

tion, is "rapidly forming an emergency 
wind erosion organization." Funds 
will be distributed at the rate of 20 
cents an acre for fall tillage. Sixty per 
cent of the funds will be paid when 
applications are approved.

in the business of the nation toward 
better times, and the other is the up
ward swing of commodity prices, es
pecially that of grains and livestock.

The Floydada bank was making 
change, "although it is not permitted

to allow any currency to be exchanged 
for checks. In a day or two it is hoped 
to have relief for the movement of 
foods and feeds freely. Lack of clear
ing facilities at various points has 
made this a difficult matter of solu
tion."

N e w  s t a r t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  8 6  

p e o p l e  i n  F l o y d  C o u n t y
Oct. 4,1934
By Jim Reynolds
Federal assistance in 1934 enabled 

many people to start over after being 
ravaged by the Great Depression.

"Eighty-six Floyd County farm 
people, who have been scaled down 
by the depression, are in line to get a 
new start, with a home and plot of 
land furnished by the government 
under the terms of the government 
rehabilitation program, Clifford 
Rhoades, county administrator, an
nounced Wednesday afternoon,"

stated the lead article in the Oct. 4, 
1934, issue of The Hesperian.

T.K. Brannon, a rural rehabilitation 
supervisor, will be in this county two 
or three days each week, checking 
over houses and plots of ground now 
listed for rehabilitation purposes and 
getting contracts and leases and esti
mates on repairs. He will submit esti
mates to the Relief Commission at 
Austin.

"These 86 farmers, who want to get 
back on the farm, can produce food 
for their families and livestock on the

government retired land allotted to 
them but will have to pay for their 
capital goods of tools, teams, chick
ens and hogs in work," Rhoades ex
plained.

"As a result of the rehabilitation 
survey made some time ago we have 
38 houses and plots of government 
retired land on which these 86 per
sons will be given a new start in life."

Property for the program has been 
rented to the government for the com
ing year. The owner has been or will 
be paid for the property.

Congratulation
to the

FLOYD COUNTY  
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Drought relief leads to cattle slaughter
(compiled from various 1934-35 

issues)
By Jim Reynolds
A drought relief project by the fed

eral government led to the slaughter 
of thousands of cattle in Floyd and 
neighboring counties during 1934. 
The July 26,1934, issue of this news
paper reported that 60 applications for 
feed loans had been made and that 
5,375 head of cattle had been offered 
for sale to the government.

County Agent Lindsey said as soon 
as a veterinarian arrives, Howard 
Mayfield of Crosbyton-who was ap
pointed appraiser—will be notified 
and the process of judging conditions 
of value of cattle will begin.

Lindsey said that some of the cattle, 
regardless of whether they are dis
eased, will be shot on the spot. When 
animals are shot, their owners may 
use the meat for table purposes and 
are paid for it as well.

The newspaper's July 29, 1934, is
sue stated that 127 animals were slain 
on the first day's work of thinning out 
cattle in the county.

"The idea of permitting their cattle 
to be shot down in cold blood did not 
appeal to some of the owners. One 
rancher, who did not relish the idea, 
had to resort to this means when he 
found out he could not borrow money 
for feed unless the mortgage holder 
signed a waiver. When the mortgage 
holder refused to sign the waiver, all 
that was left for the owner, who had a 
tender heart for his cattle, was to stand 
by and see his animals killed in order 
to keep them from dying from want 
of feed." The Hesperian reported.

The first day's work centered in the 
Starkey and McCoy communities, 
considered the driest areas.

"Naturally the percentage of cattle 
killed in relation to the number of 
cattle passed seems appalling," an of
ficial said. "But a great number of the 
carle killed Friday were small calves 
which could not stand the shipping 
proress. From here the cattle will be 
shipped to Ft. Worth, Kansas City or 
Chicago to be canned for distribution 
among relief roll clients throughout 
the nation."

The benefit payment sale is: $3 for 
calves, $5 for yearlings, $6 for two- 
year-olds and over. The purchase pay
ment scale is: $1-5 for calves, $5-10 
foj yearlings, $6-14 for cattle two 
years old and over.

This county was declared an emer
gency drought relief area, which en
abled livestock owners to secure loans 
for stock feed.

The July 26, 1934, issue of this 
newspaper reported there are 316 hog 
contract signers in the county and 
payments on these contracts will to
tal approximately $40,000. Additional

swine was sold after that date.
One hundred and 54 hog reduction 

contracts for 1935 were signed early 
that year.

Direct relief rolls
In another economic move, the fed

eral government announced that a 
mattress factory will be bought in 
some part of the county so that mat
tresses can be made for clients on the 
direct relief rolls. The government 
will furnish cotton and ticking and the 
work will be furnished by the clients 
themselves.

The number of relief clients rapidly 
swelled. Ten families were added one 
week in mid-July 1934.

This newspaper's Aug. 2, 1934, is
sue revealed that 10 carloads of cattle 
from this county purchased by the 
government would be shipped that 
day from the Floydada pens to Kan
sas City. The animals would be 
slaughtered and their meat canned in 
Kansas City.

Because of an inadequate water 
supply, cattle in the South Plains pen 
may be shipped next week.

By Aug. 2, applications for about 
5,550 cattle to be sold had been re
ceived from this county. Officials are 
providing feed for the cattle until they 
can be shipped.

Seventeen families in the Harmony 
area joined in a massive canning and 
storing project for winter of 30 calves 
and yearlings condemned by repre
sentatives of the federal government. 
A large concrete cellar on the R.B. 
Gary Lakeside Farm was used for 
storage of beef as it was killed and 
skinned. Carcasses were hung on 
racks in the cellar, with 1,800 pounds 
of ice for cooling the first day and 
1,500 pounds the second. Eight hun
dred cans of beef were stored for the 
17 families.

The estimated cash outlay cost per 
family is 70 cents.

"Twenty-six Carloads Cattle 
Shipped Since Buying Program Be
gun," stated a headline in the Aug. 9, 
1934, issue of The Hesperian. As of 
Aug. 7, 1,494 cattle had been sold. 
This included 115 cows purchased by 
the government for milking purposes 
by relief roll clients who milk these 
cows at the QA«&P stock pens and use 
the milk for their own purposes.

The number of cattle purchased by 
the government had risen to 3,997 by 
Sept. 6, 1934.

Plans were revealed in mid-No
vember for the purchase of an addi
tional 500 cattle. This included ma
ture cows which would be more dif
ficult to winter. No calves or steers 
are included in this phase.
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Floydada 
Chamber of Commerce

Established November, 1915

Congratulations
Floyd CountyHesperian B eaco n !

Officers: Paul Sharp - President
Jim Finley - Vice President 
Martha Lotspeich - Secretary

Directors: Marlon Pritchard, Kyle Smith, Jon Jones, 
Kyle Minnix, Amy Hollums, Jake Galvan, 
Ginger Warren, Tony Ricketts, Bert Vandiver

Dr. Charles C. Craig
&

Dr. Randall G. Griffin

wish the  
Floyd County-Hesperlan Deacon

Happy 100th Birthday!!

Js.::

D R O U G H T  R E L IE F  L E A D S TO  SL A U G H T E R  O F  C A TTLE

/

Local ag production 
to ta ls $1 ,251 ,484

Dec. 26,1935
Floyd farmers sold $1,251,484 

worth of farm products during the year 
1935.

TV set works
Sept. 6,1934
Philo Farnsworth, a 27-year-old 

television set inventor, gazed proudly 
at a cathode tube bearing a distinct 
image of film actress Joan Crawford, 
shown in a photo in the Sept. 6,1934, 
issue of this newspaper. The picture 
of Crawford was transmitted from a 
picture in an adjoining room. The 
demonstration took place at the 
Franklin Institute in Philadelphia.

Earthquake felt 
in Floyd County

1936
For one of the few times in history, 

county residents felt an earthquake on 
June 25, 1936.

County slices debt 
despite depression

March 12,1936
Despite a heavy relief load due to 

the Great Depression and the high cost 
of right-of-way for new roads, the 
county indebtedness declined $ 1,500 
during fiscal year 1935, according to 
a report in this newspaper.

In this our 36th year w e are thankful to all o f you  for w hom  w e  
have w orked. May God give us m any years to serve you in  the future.

"SUNSET and MORNING STAR"
John T. Carthel with great grandson. Chase Thompson

U X iA o n

STATE FARM INSURANCE 
Nick Long, Agent

STATI PAUm

4CI

CONNIE JOHNSON, NICK LONG, AND DOROTHY HOOTEN

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there
Nick Long Agency has been serving this area with Home, 
Auto, Life, Health, Farm-Ranch Insurance Since 1988.
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Rural electriHcation 
a rr iv ed  in  1939

1939
One throw of a switch at 6:30 p.m. 

Thursday, May 4,1939, sent electric 
current coursing 175 miles of lines in 
Floyd and Hale counties as rural elec
tricity came to this area.

L.W, Chapman, superintendent of 
Floyd County Rural Electric Co-op, 
pulled the switch. The main switch 
was located at the Petersburg sub-sta
tion, located 1 1/2 miles east of Pe
tersburg.

First members of the co-op to ac

tually put the electricity to use were 
Mr. and Mrs. T.B. Rambeau, Hale 
County residents who live north of the 
sub-station.

Lights came on in the Rambeau 
house as soon as L.D. Britton, co-op 
lineman, climbed the transformer pole 
and threw the fuse switch to afford 
the first member on the line light and 
power.

Britton and Bill Fowler then spent 
an hour throwing other fuse switches 
on the line toward the C.R. Barnard 
residence.

Three diesel engines provide 
power to Floydada patrons

Three 300 horse power 
Worthington diesel engines drive the 
generators which are providing elec
tricity for Floydada patrons. The 
power plant, regarded as one of the 
most modem in West Texas, was re- 

I cently completed at a cost of approxi
mately $1W,000.

Financed by a city bond issue, in 
addition to a grant and loan from the
U.S. Public Works Administration, 
the plant was built by W.R. Ponder, 
construction engineer for the A.M.

Locke Construction Co.
Foundation work for the building 

to house machinery started on Tues
day, May 2, 1939. The structure was 
30x65 feet.

The trio of engines were directly 
connected to the distribution system, 
with General Electric 200 OW and 
250 EVA generators.

F ifte en  to  2 0  m en  w ere em plo yed  
on the w o rk  during  early  consUTJCtion 
o f  the b u ild in g .
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Arrival of electric service 
tumbles some from beds

"Mr. Barnard was badly in need of 
power to begin his irrigation," accord
ing to The Floyd County Hesperian. 
"The motor and wiring were in
spected as soon as the crew was on 
hand and before 9:30 the Barnard 
electric pump was throwing a full pipe 
of water onto a wheat field. This was 
the first irrigation well operated from 
the co-op line."

Britton, Fowler and Chapman spent 
the remainder of the night up until 4 
a.m. going from house to house on 
the line tlvowing fuse switches and 
giving rural residences electricity for 
the first time.

"It was not unusual to light up an 
entire house, the yard and barn by 
throwing the fuse switch and bring
ing the entire family tumbling from 
their beds in the small hours of the 
morning, but such an interruption of 
sleep was in most cases welcomed 
with joy," according to this 
newspaper's article.

Over 200 houses were receiving 
power and 16 irrigation wells were in

operation after one week of operation.
An additional 175 or 200 miles of 

line were already approved at that 
time, reaching into other sections of 
Floyd County as well as into Crosby 
and Hale counties. This additional 
line will serve approximately 400 
more farm houses.

The Aiken sub-station is to be un
der construction within a short time, 
official said. This sub-station will ac
commodate about 100 additional resi
dences and irrigation wells.

"Energization took place as soon as 
it did only through the hearty coop
eration of the members and land own
ers over the county," Chapman said.

On Feb. 1, 1940, the cooperative 
started an 86-mile extension into 
Crosby County.

Amateur nights in 1936
March 12,1936
The Palace Theatre and The 

Hesperian sponsored a series of ama
teur talent entertainment nights in 
1936.

30,000 attend reunion at 
Hank Smith Memorial Park

THROWING THE SWITCH ON ELECTRICITY

Governor speaks here

Aug. 23,1934

Crowds, estimated between 30,000 
and 35,000 persons, made their an
nual pilgrimage to the Hank Smith 
Memorial Park southeast of Floydada

on Thursday and Friday, Aug. 16-17, 
to share in the commemoration of the 
early days of West Texas.

"Tlic crowds this year were as large 
as the crowds in 1929," said R.B. 
Smith, son of Hank Smith.

1936
The Hesperian featured articles 

throughout the year of 1936 about 
Texas' Centennial. A celebration com
memorating the state's birthday was 
held at the Old Settlers Reunion,

which featured an address by the 
state's governor, James V. Aired, who 
was the first governor to visit since 
Oscar B. Colquitt. The event marked 
the county's forty-sixth birthday.

Residents entertained by Burnette
1939
Cowboy com edian Smiley 

Burnette visited the Palace Theater in
Floydada on Saturday night, Feb. 18, 
1939. The rotund 230-pounder, whose 
voice "endears him to the youngsters, 
especially," appeared at 11:30 p.m.

754 students in 1934
Sept 6,1934
Seven hundred and 54 students en

rolled in Floydada schools during the 
first week of the 1934-35 school year.

Admission to the midnight show 
was 15 cents for youngsters and 30 
cents for adults.

The "froggie-voiced comedian" 
played some of the many instruments 
he has used as "the one-man band" 
for the musical score in many Gene 
Autry western movies.

Burnette, whose father and mother 
were both preachers, started riding 
steeds at the age of 12. He appeared 
for several years on the Grand Ole 
Opry.

H a p p y  

1 0  0 t h  

B i r t h d a y

From Bill and Maxine
Strickland's Restaurant

Highway 70 West, Lockney 652-2275

Organized in 1961 
in Lockney

Floyd County Farm Bureau Insurance
INSURANCE SERVICES

Auto
Home/Farm & Ranch 
Life
Disability 
Crop Hail
Federal Crop Insurance 
Annuity Sales 
Estate Planning Specialists 
Health Agency Manager - Clar Schacht 

Agents - Ken Holt
Candy Thrasher 

Secretary - Lynda Seymour 
Pam Holmes

Claims Adjuster - Bob Strickland

Southern Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company with assets 
of $2 billion, with over $40 billion in life insurance in force, is 
your assurance of financial soundness.
It has been our priviledge to serve the farmers of Floyd County 
the past 49 years. From a small beginning we have grown to a 
membership of 710 families.

We express our sincere thanks to your wonderful patronage 
which has made it possible for us to grow year after year.

T h e  S p ir i t  o f  
F a r m  B u r e a u

F A R M
B U R E A U

TEXAS

A s  A m e r ic a ir  A s  Y o u

CONGRATULATIONS 
Floyd County Hesperian-Beacon

on your
100th Anniversary

- Insurance Services
- Youth Programs
- Ag in the Classroom

- Tire & Battery Program
- Child Infant Car Seat Program
- Membership Publications

- National and State Legislation Protection
- Rural Fireman's School
- Young Farmers & Ranchers Leader Development

PROGRESSIVE FARMERS
BELONG TO THE

FARM BUREAU
OUR SOLE PURPOSE IS TO 

SERVE YOU, OUR MEMBERS

President - Mark McCormick 
Vice President - Bart Greer 
Sec. - Trees. - Monty Teeter 
Board Members - 

Jay Lackey 
David Vaughn 
Steve Johnson 

J.D. Terrell 
Jimmy Covington 
Todd Beedy

FLOYD COUNTY FARM BUREAU
LOCKNEY PHONE 

652-2242
101 SOUTH WALL STREET 

FLOYDADA
FLOYDADA PHONE 

983-3777

-  ̂ ••• ••
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City of Floydada
Incorporated 1909

First Coimcil-October 1909 
Mayor

W .T. M o n tg o m e ry

Council 
J .S . P o o l 

S .B . M cC le sk c y  
A .D . W h ite  
E .C . H e n ry  

G .V . S la u g h te r

Current Council-May 1996 
Mayor 

H u lo n  C a rth e l

Council 
L e ro y  B u m s  

E ric  C o rn e liu s  
M b e r t H il l ,  S r.

D a le  Law so n  
J o n  C . N ie ls o n  

C la r  S chacht
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Floydada C ity H all, 1964
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C ity  of F lo y d ad a
'Complete with a windmill"

June 1995
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Current Employees for the City of Floydada
May, 1996

Jack Alaniz Connie Galloway Jesse Morales
Julian Alaniz Darrell Gooch Jimmy Owens
Del Aleman Wendell Graham Sharon Quisenberry
Earnest Back James Hale David Rodriguez
Frank Breed Chris Lawson Harold Snell
Gary Brown Karen Lawson Ray Tinney

Roel Cisneros Robert Luna Terry Turner
Joe Falcon Noe Martinez Tracey Warren
Gary Fuller Elza Mercado Bobby Welborn

V
/T

F loydada P ow er & L ight
" P a r t n e r s  i n  P r o g r e s s  s i n c e  1 9 3 9 "
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(1 9 4 0 )
By Jim Reynolds
The entire party was friendly and 

all the formality which is generally 
associated with a governor's visit was 
absent," stated a front page article in 
^ e  Floyd County Hesperian follow
ing the Friday. Sept. 13, 1940, visit 
to Floydada by Texas Governor W. 
Lee O'Daniel, his wife and son, and 
several associates.

Gov. O 'Daniel came here "ex
pressly to visit Judge Tom W. Deen, 
freshman legislator-elect from the 
120th District. This was part of a Pan
handle-South Plains swing of "get-ac- 
quainted visits" with four future state 
representatives. The visits were Hop 
Halsey at Lubbock, Deen at Floydada, 
Paul Eubank at Matador and Marshall 
Formby at Dickens.

The whirlwind tour to visit fresh
men representatives in their home 
towns was described by the 
governor's office as "a novelty in the 
affairs of the state. The express pur
pose is to get personalities out of the 
way so that the legislators can get 
down to business when they get to 
Austin next January."

The Hesperian's Sept. 20, 1940, 
^ ^ e w s  coverage stated; "The 

governor's party, riding in two cars, 
arrived in front of the Deen home 
exactly at 10:10. O'Daniel was the 
first to step from the car and greet 
bystanders. Deen and his wife met the 
Governor and Mrs. O'Daniel at the 
curb and a real old time western hand
shaking took place. Gov. O'Daniel 
then introduced his son, Pat, to Mr. 
and Mrs. Deen.

"Gov. O'Daniel, Mrs. O'Daniel and 
Pat obligingly posed for photographs 
with Mr. and Mrs. Deen in front of 
the Deen home" on North Main 
Street. Mrs. Arthur B. Duncan also 
appeared in photographs with the 
group.

The newspaper article stated, "The 
photographer (Bill Hams), having 
heard how newspapermen were out 
of favor with O'Daniel, trembling 
asked for the pose but found the gov
ernor and his family as gracious, and 
possibly more so, as the average citi
zen.

"Texas' first family visited some 26 
minutes with the Deens when Mayor 
Glad Snodgrass dropped by and per
suaded O'Daniel to make a short talk 
to Floyd County citizens from the 
courthouse steps. The mayor then left 
to announce the speaking to the town.

"While the governor was visiting 
with the Deens, a considerable crowd 
had gathered around the residence in 
the hope of getting a glimpse of the 
governor or even getting to speak to 
him and shake his hand."

At the Deen residence, "the gover
nor mingled with the crowd, shaking 
hands and passing the time of day in 
quite the ordinary way. Many in the 
crowd were undoubtedly strong sup
porters of the governor and not all 
were eligible for pensions, as the ages 
ranged above and below to six to sixty 
margin."

Although the head of state was ac
companied by several highway pa
trolmen, "no uniforms or pistols were 
in evidence. The entire party was 
friendly. The governor chattered with

CotigratuCaiions 
Ĥesperian on 

100 years of Styde
o • 

• 0

Jeanine's 
Creative

2 1 0  W . !Houston, J tcydada  983^

O •

Stapp Paint and 
Body Shop

Wishes the Hesperian-Beacon a

"Happy 100th Birthday"
R o d g e r S tap p , O w n er 

120 N . M a in , Lockney, Texas 652-2354

.V /

W e buy  an d  sell a ffo rd ab le  a n t^ u e s

:kapm  ICXHfî irtfuuaf 
y i^ e r i a n r S e a c o n^ H e s p e r ia n

There is always something new at Generations
j  - 118 W. C a lifo rn ia

M onday-T uesday
9 :3 0 -5 :3 0

F loydada , Texas 
983-6488

ScfuuJit ytbzvers, Jezaehy &  Qifts
E le a n o r  &  M a rg a re t  S c h a c h t 

Since 1972 it has been "Our Pleasure Is To Serve You

112 W. Poplar, Lockney 652-2385
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individuals in the crowd for some 10 
minutes and then he and his family 
drove to the courthouse where he de
livered a 10 minute pep talk to some 
6(X) people who had gathered on the 
lawn to see and hear the governor."

Advance information requested 
that "no ceremonies or meetings be 
held in his behalf, due to the tight 
schedule which required him to reach 
Matador by noon. He relented and 
addressed the Floyd gathering after 
the personal invitation from Mayor 
Snodgrass and others.

"He looks and talks Just like I reck
oned he would," seemed to be the 
average comment on the governor, 
this newspaper reported.

Electric meters 
installed in 1940

Installation of meters for both resi
dential and commercial consumers 
was in full swing by mid-January 
1940 as engineers completed prepa
rations to place Floydada's new 
$160,0(X) municipal light and power 
plant on a 24-hour production basis 
to serve city patrons.

"More than 100 meters have al
ready been installed," according to a 
Jan. 18, 1940, news article appearing 
in The Hesperian, "as linemen work 
steadily" to complete the distribution 
system for the municipal plant.

"The three huge dynamos (en
gines), which have been 'warming up' 
for more than two weeks, are now 
humming steadily," the article stated.

Mayor Glad Snodgrass was the first 
patron to receive electric power from 
the new plant. Meters were installed 
and tied on Jan. 12 at the Snodgrass 
store. A number of business establish
ments had been tied on to the city dis
tribution system before that week 
ended.

City engineer J.L. Puckett and line
man L.D. Britton "have been super
vising the huge task of placing the 
system in operation. With a big squad 
of lineman on the job, work has been 
going forward rapidly.

"Most of the alley and street inter
section lights throughout the residen
tial district were turned on more than 
a week ago, and new poles and lamps 
for the city's 'White Way' in the busi
ness district are being set up and tied 
on to the city distribution system this 
week," this newspaper reported.

County cannery opens
July 9, 1942

A county canning plant opened July 
6 in Lockney with Sallie Griffith ap
pointed as supervisor. The county pays 
rent, utility bills and supervision costs.

ms
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CROW D GATHERS TO SEE GOVERNOR LEE O'DANIEL

3,200 em ployee h o u rs  used in  1940 specia l ed ition
Thirty-two hundred employee hours

were utilized in publication of the 44- 
page golden anniversary edition of 
The Floyd County Hesperian, which 
celebrated this county's 50th anniver

sary.
In addition, the May 28, 1940, is

sue required 4,000 pounds of news
print, 100 pounds of new ink and the 
efforts of 12 people.

Infantile paralysis  
c h a p te r  fo u n d e d

F eb .24,1944
The Feb. 24, 1944, Hesperian issue 

told that a National Infantile Paraly
sis Foundation Chapter had been or
ganized in this county. The crippling 
and potentially fatal disease had be
come highly dreaded throughout the 
nation.

In February 1945, the Floydada 
Volunteer Fire Department launched 
an iron lung fund drive. After its pur
chase, the iron lung was available for 
use by victims of polio.

Gone With the Wind 
d r a w s  r e c o r d  c r o w d s

"Gone With The Wind", one of the 
all-time favorite movies, attracted 
crowds to The Palace Theatre in Floy
dada for showings in April and May 
1940.

A lle n  h en  la y s  re c o rd  
num ber o f  eggs in 2 years

1940's
A Rhode Island Red hen owned by 

Oliver Allen of Floydada was feature j  
in The Farmer Stockman after laying 
615 eggs in two years. She produced 
a first-year record of 344 eggs.

Birthday

From
Producers Co-op Elevator 

Producers Fuel 
Producers Farm Store 
Dougherty Farm Store 

Dougherty Fuel

*‘1.,

Congratulations Floyd County Hesperian-Beacon  
on your 100th Anniversary

D & J Gin, Inc
David & Jody Foster

"It is a pleasure to serve the people of Floyd County"

306 East Shubert, Lockney Since 1984
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43 inches of rainfall 
reco rd ed  in  1941

Buoyed by early-year wintry 
storms and summer flooding, records 
from this newspaper indicate that 
1941 was the wettest year in Floyd 
County annals...at least since official 
weather records were instigated in 
1925. Hard to believe in the midst of 
this extremely dry era, the skies 
dumped 43.03 inches of moisture that 
year.

Records revealed 31.36 inches 
made 1957 the second wettest year 
among the above mentioned period.

Ironically, the year before 1956, 
was the most arid with only 8.45 
inches. Others wearing "very dry" 
tags were: 1954, 10.56"; 1948, 
11.98"; 1970, 13.25"; 1953, 13.24"; 
and 1945, 14.08".

A case of sub-par moisture years 
coming in streaks could be made by 
looking at the six-year period from 
1951 through 1956: 18.12", 13.25", 
13.24", 10.56", 22.04", and 8.45". 
Only 1955 produced an average or

span.
The May 22, 1941 issue of The 

Hesperian preserves history by ex
plaining: "Rains Tuesday and yester
day battered wheat and covered re
cently planted cotton. Rains came on 
a cold wave from the northwest."

Will Bond was swept to his death 
trying to help evacuate a house at 509 
W. 5th St. in Plainview. The 30-year- 
old is survived by his wife and two 
small children.

This newspaper chronicled how 
roads and bridges were washed out. 
The largest single item of destruction 
on roadways locally was on the 
Blanco bridge on the Petersburg road. 
The heavy steel apd timber, as well 
as concrete piers which supported 
them, were washed downstream sev
eral hundred feet by the flash floods. 
The storm also took out the recently 
built PWA bridge on the Sand Hill and 
Lockney road. Mail service on rural 
routes was "seriously disrupted for

greater amount of moisture during the three weeks or more."

Surprise February blizzard 
leaves area snow bound

"Blocked highways, stranded mo
torists and freak incidents feature 
worst Plains blizzard in years," the 
Feb. 22, 1940 Hesperian issue told 
readers. "Swept by one of the worst 
blizzards in years last Friday and Sat
urday (Feb. 16-17), the Plains area 
was storm bound for more than three 
days as drifted snow blocked all high
way and railroads in this section, 
stranding hundreds of travelers and 
virtually halting all communications.

Snowfall was estimated at between 
six and seven inches. "Whipped by 
40-mile-an-hour gales, the heavy 
snow was blown in deep drifts across 
ro'ids and highways. Hundreds of 
travelers, caught unawares by the sud
denness of the storm, were forced to 
leave their cars and seek refuge in 
farm homes along their route," the 
newspaper stated.

"Luckily the temperature dropped 
to only 21 degrees. Livestock losses 
were not heavy, except for hundreds 
of fattening hogs smothered to death.

"All local hotel facilities were over
taxed Friday and Saturday nights by 
motorists stranded here by the storm. 
The county courthouse, living quar
ters at the jail, fire station and other 
pubic buildings were used to house 
the crowds.

"Only one school bus completed its 
route Friday. More than 100 school 
children from rural districts were 
forced to remain in Floydada until 
Sunday. Local homes were opened to 
stranded students. More than 50 cars 
were counted within a mile of town 
on the Floydada-Matador highway 
Friday afternoon, stalled in snow
drifts. Hundreds of others were scat
tered over highways throughout the 
county."

A passenger train, marooned by 
snow drifts since Saturday "in a cut 
in the caprock between Floydada and 
Roaring Springs, was released 
Wednesday morning when snow 
plows finally cleared the tracks."

Blizzards also struck April 5 and 
11,1940.

High Plains Concrete
and

Floydada Ready Mix
229 E. California Floydada, Tx 983-2170
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Congratulations 

Floyd County 
Hesperian-Beacon 

on your 100th birthday!

"Its Been A Pleasure to Serve our Friends 
and Customers Since 1954"

Family owned & operated by 
Jessie & Donna Pernell 
Rick & Donna Pernell 

Randy & Denise Pernell
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TRAIN STRANDED ON TRACK NORTHEAST OF LOCKNEY IN 1941

Dunn*s daughter is child of the storm
1940 weather
"A veritable children of the storm," 

is what this newspaper called the 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Joe N. Dunn 
of Mt. Blanco. Mrs. Dunn was 
brought through snow in a Model A. 
Ford, drawn by a span of mules. She 
was " 18 miles from Floydada and the 
nearest doctor, in a snowstorm, when 
she realized that her child would ar
rive soon."

Roads were blocked by snow so 
deep that no car could hope to pass. 
Neighbor Wesley Hay offered his 
Model A Ford and Ralph Warren, and 
another neighbor, contributed the 
mules.

The men took turns leading the 
team and breaking a trail for 4 1/2 
hours before the caravan reached 
Floydada. The group was 14 hours 
ahead of the stork.

I

FLOYDADA LIGHT PLANT IN 1940

Millions of grasshoppers poisoned
May 28,1942
"Millions of descendants of last 

fall’s flight of migratory grasshoppers 
are being fed poison bait in Floyd 
County by the ton," according to re
ports from the poison bait station, this 
newspaper reported in its May 28, 
1942, issue which outlined the mas
sive project.

Gordon said the crew had mixed

and delivered more than 400,000 
pounds of the poison bait since the 
station was opened three weeks ear
lier.

"Spreading the poison with me
chanical spreaders has made it pos
sible to cover hundreds of acres daily 
by use of machines," the article re
lated. "Poisoning has been under way 
in all sections of the county."

Voters must pay poll tax
Jan. 15,1942
Geo. B. Marshall, county tax asses

sor-collector, reminded citizens in the 
Jan. 15.1942, issue of The Hesperian

that poll taxes must be paid before the 
end of January by persons wishing to 
vote in 1942 primary and general 
elections.

Beware o f flying fish around lake
May 14,1942
By Jim Reynolds
Winds in 1996 are reminiscent of 

those in 1942...and most years on the 
Texas High Plains!

R.B. Gary had a "believe it or not" 
fish story appearing in the May 14, 
1942, issue of The Hesperian which

had neighbors abuzz.
Gary discovered "a number of nice 

catfish weighing over a pound on dry 
land at least 30 feet from a basin of 
water." He explained that "the fish 
were deposited there when the recent 
very high wind blew the water right 
out of the lake."

Confederate veteran celebrates 95th
F eb .1942
Col. Thos. Montgomery, veteran of 

the Confederacy and a longtime Floyd 
County rancher and businessman, 
was honored Feb. 18, 1942, on his 
95th birthday.

Born as an Alabama mountain boy, 
Montgomery, along with his brothers, 
uncles and cousins, went to war in the

early 1860’s and fought with the Army 
of Tennessee as Confederate soldiers 
until the Civil War's end in 1865. He 
served under his father-in-law.

Montgomery owned and operated 
the TM Bar Ranch in Floyd and 
Crosby counties since the early 1890s. 
He was chairman of the board of First 
National Bank in Floydada.

Governor Stevenson pays brief visit
Feb. 10,1944

Gov. Coke R. Stevenson paid a 
brief visit to Floydada on Feb. 11, 
1944. He addressed business persons

and farmers at Rotary Club luncheon.
Stevenson was described by this 

newspaper as a "western rancher-ty]^ 
listener." He resides in Junction.

Roosevelt gets largest ever county vote
Roosevelt received his largest vote 

ever in this county on Nov. 7, 1944, 
as he was elected to a fourth term as 
president. He received 75 percent of

the votes cast.
Eighty-five percent of eligible 

Floyd voters cast ballots in the 1944 
general election.

DESTROYED -  In March 1949, the Floyd County Courthouse,built in 
1912 of pressed brick with reinforced concrete floors and stairways with 
marble treads, was burned beyond repair as contractors worked to re
place a metal dome topped by four clock faces and reroof the building. 
Temporary quarters were set up in the Ag building and a hurriedly con
structed frame structure until rebuilding was complete in March 1951.

Brown's
Implement

Ralls Highway 
Floydada 
983-2281

Aunt Jemima cooks 
pancakes in Floydada

"Aunt Jemima" appeared in person 
Saturday, Dec. 13, 1941, at Piggly 
Wiggly in Floydada.

She "cooked and served my own 
secret recipe pancakes and buckwlieat 
cakes for all you good folks."

C ou n ty  b u ys 407  
acre site for airfleld

March 23,1944
This county has purchased an air

field site adjacent to Highway 70 be
tween Floydada and Lockney. The 
plot consists of 407 acres.

Sterley Spraying

E. Hwy. 2286 
Sterley Community 

652-2254

Jerry Davis and Joey Davis "In Business 
Since 1987"

F U E L  E F F I C I E N T  

E N G I N E  S E R V I C E

4 0  th r o u g h  2 0 0  h p  e n g in e s !
WHEN Irrigation is so important to crops in West Texas, 
service has to be the key factor in producing a crop. Let us 
help make your season as short as possible.

We have a complete line of 
New Chevrolet and Ford engines in stock.

We can deliver and save you 
time or you can pick up at our warehouse.

W e  d o  g e n e r a t o r  s y s t e m s  

a n d  b o o s t e r  p u m p  s y s t e m s .

Since 1965

Qkadu F u e l  E f f i c i e n t  

E n g i n e  S e r v i c e

202 West Missouri 
Floydada, TX 79235
1-800-783-3774
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World War II shapes history
By Jim Reynolds
Shock, disbelief, anguish, fear! All 

these feelings prevailed among Floyd 
County residents and people across 
the nation when Japanese forces 
reigned death and destruction on Pearl 
Harbor on what had been a peaceful 
Sunday afternoon, Dec. 7, 1941. The 
calculated attack on the Hawaiian Is
land military installation sparked 
United States involvement in World 
War II, one of the most devastating 
periods in the proud nation's history.

War in Pacific is Declared; Floyd 
Boys in Area," stated The Floyd 
County Hesperian's headline in its 
Thursday, Dec. 11, 1941, issue. The 
sub-head; "Jap Air, Navy Forces 
Strike Quick At Island Possessions; 
Congress Declares War."

The ensuing article explained; 
"Japanese air and naval forces in the 
Pacific Sunday afternoon struck 
quickly and hard against American 
possessions in Hawaiian and the Phil
ippine Islands to set off the spark that 

skilled hundreds of American soldiers 
"and seamen and brought on a decla
ration of war against the Japanese by 
the U.S. Congress on Monday.

"A score or more of Floyd County 
boys are in various armed contingents 
into the Pacific, and many Floyd 
County homes are waiting to hear 
early casualty lists, but hopes no news 
is good news.

"Among the Floyd County youth 
known to be somewhere in the Pacific 
are R.A. People, with the Navy sev
eral years; Jerry Porter, nephew of 
Mrs. Edgar McCarty, believed to have 
been on the ship West Virginia, re
ported sunk early in the week; Tommy 
and Revis Stanford, sons of Mrs. Ted 
Glover; Harold and George Tubbs, 
sons of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Tubbs, 
stationed in the U.S. Army and Navy 
(George, somewhere in the Hawaiian 
Islands, and Harold, somewhere on 
the Pacific); G.N. Shirey Jr., son of 
Mr. and Mrs. R.W. Lotspeich of 
Dougherty, somewhere in the Philip
pines; and numerous others.

"This morning, formal declarations 
of war against the United States were 
made by Germany and Italy, to add 
two more nations against which this 
country is now at war in name as well 
as in fact.

"Declaration of war was made at 7 
o'clock this morning (our time) by 
Hitler, following a similar step by 
Italy."

That horrible war, which involved

every citizen in some manner, con
tinued until 1945. V-J (Victory in Ja
pan) Day was declared on Aug. 18 of 
that year.

Following are articles from this 
newspaper's files which allow us to 
revisit those trying times.

Patriotic Fervor
The Dec. 18, '41, issue of this news

paper bore the headline; "Upsurge of 
Patriotic Fervor Seen."

Young men volunteered for mili
tary service, the sale of defense bonds 
and savings stamps mushroomed and 
the Red Cross made preliminary plans 
for its War Relief Fund with a $ 1,900 
quota for this country.

"First steps toward the organization 
of an aircraft warning service in Floyd 
County" was made at the insistence 
of Texas Gov. Coke Stevenson. 
Twelve volunteer air warning stations 
were contemplated in the county by 
the Army, which revealed locations 
and chief observers.

A front page letter from Gov. 
Stevenson appeared on this 
newspaper's Christmas issue. "This 
hour is too solemn for ordinary 
Christmas greetings," he stated. 
"Once again our nation is plunged 
into cruel war. Trials and tribulations 
stare us in the face. But we are a brave 
people; Christian endeavor fortifies 
us. We will win the victory by the 
forces within us.

"Let us therefore lift our eyes to the 
star of Bethlehem, eternal symbol of 
love and peace, and pray earnestly for 
strength and wisdom for the triumph 
of right and justice and for the relief 
of distressed peoples in every land. 
On earth peace, good will toward 
men."

The government's tire rationing 
program was announced in the Jan. 
1, 1942, issue. New auto, truck and 
motorcycle tires, tubes and castings 
were rationed.

Auto dealers were notified that, ef
fective Jan. 15, the sale of new auto
mobiles would be stopped. The de
cree "prohibits dealers from selling, 
leasing, U*ading, lending, delivering or 
shipping or transferring 1942 models 
or any such used vehicle that has less 
than 1,000 miles." The possibility 
existed, according to the article, that 
"cars may have to be commandeered 
for the pursuit of the war."

The war prompted several county 
churches to conduct religious reviv
als Jan. 25-Feb. 1, 1942.

"Monday, Feb. 16, will be registra
tion day for all male persons in the 
United States between the ages of 20 
and 44, inclusive, and not previously 
registered for military service," ac
cording to information in the Feb. 12, 
'42, issue.

Plans were announced two weeks 
later for sugar rationing. Ration cards 
would be issued.

"Plant for Victory" was the 1942 
slogan as "farmers expect to produce 
the maximum of high-energy foods." 
Milk, meats, eggs and vegetables 
were first on the list of "victory 
foods," needed for "American Fliers, 
Marines, soldiers and sailers; for 
home civilian work; food from U.S. 
farms is needed by allies across both 
of the oceans and finally, stockpiles 
of food are needed so that hungry 
people of other countries can be fed 
the very minute they are released fium 
totalitarian enslavement."

Every farmer in the county was vis
ited in the fall of 1944 "to sign-up and 
to determine how he could help out."

The government urges each of 
48,0(X),000 employed persons in the 
U.S. to "participate in the war effort 
through the systematic purchase of 
Defense Savings Bonds."

Local men made arrangements for 
early call to the armed forces.

Staff Sgt. W.C. Baggett, a Floyd 
County native who had been in air 
service four years and was stationed 
at air bases in Hawaii all of that time, 
was crushed and killed Feb. 4, 1942, 
when a landing bomber struck him.

Blackouts announced
V.L. Elliott, named in March 1942 

as air raid warden for this county, said 
he had been warned the county "must 
be made ready for a blackout some
time soon. The blackout will be an 
area-wide dousing of night lights." 
Floydada, Lockney, Sterley, South 
Plains and Dougherty are to be dark
ened for the people, and 11 other 
counties will be blacked out at the 
same time. "Defense councils must be 
organized in every community, air 
raid wardens for every two blocks 
must be named for Floydada and 
Lockney and business houses must 
arrange for outside night switches on 
stores where lights are maintained 
throughout the night."

A tractor tire shortage looms, ac
cording to the April 2, 1942, issue.

"A tremendous parade and rally" 
Monday morning, April 6, marked the

i i
■ 1 1 1

♦I
VI

- i i ?

P - '

i p
T R O O P  T R U C K S  O N  F L O Y D A D A 'S  W E S T  C A L IF O R N IA  S T R E E T  - W W n

county's appreciation of its military 
men on Army Day. Two hundred and 
38 county men were known at that 
time to be in military service. "They 
are on land and sea, in the air, on the 
farm islands of the Pacific, in Austra
lia and Europe, North and South 
America and in Asia." according to the 
newspaper.

Effective April 9, 1942, "all con
struction which is not essential, di
rectly or indirectly to the successful 
prosecution of the war must not be 
started." The freeze allowed residen
tial construction under $5(X) and less 
than $1000 for agricultural construc
tion.

Mr. and Mrs. J.W. Starkey are par
ents of nine sons who have registered 
for service in the U.S. military forces, 
according to the April 23 issue.

Ceiling prices went into effect May 
18 on hundreds of cost-of-living com
modities. This involved retail sales on 
virtually all products.

Lt. Wilbert P. Matthews was one of 
six men killed Sunday, May 3, in the 
crash of a bomber near Spokane, 
Wash.

The May 7, 1942, issue revealed 
that 8,053 persons registered for the 
war ration book number one Monday 
and Tuesday and registration contin

ued. "At every registration station all 
over the county the first war rationing 
sign-up program in history has gone 
off very smoothly," said Clarence 
Guffee, county school superintendent. 
Registration was at designated 
schools.

Twenty-one registrants from the 
county were ordered to report for mih- 
tary duty on May 15, 1942, at the 
American Legion Hall. Due to heavy 
volunteerism, this was the first call 
made by the local draft board since 
February.

Naval Flying Cadet Sidney Douglas 
Harper, 24, son of Mr. and Mrs. E.E. 
Harper of Baker, was killed May 16, 
1942, at the Naval Reserve Aviation 
Training Base near Grand Prairie in a 
fall from a training plane during a rou
tine flight.

Mr. and Mrs. R.W. Lotspeich re
ceived word May 25, that their son, 
G.W. (Gene) Lotspeich, is reported 
missing in action. He was serving in 
the Medical Corps in Philippine Is
lands at the time Corregedor surren
dered May 7 and is thought to be a 
prisoner of war.

Giant Collection of Scrap Rubber 
Here

Floyd County could have at least 50

tons of scrap rubber "lying about 
bams, in garages, in fence comers and 
in backyards, doing nobody any 
earthly good, while official Washing
ton is talking seriously of a gasoline 
rationing program because the stock 
of rubber in the nation's stockpile is 
dwindling and rubber is not moving 
to market through regular junk chan
nels," stated a story in the June 11, 
1942, issue.

Rumors indicate government agen
cies plan to undertake leasing build
ings throughout the country in which 
to store tires and that commandeering 
of privately-owned tires will be un
dertaken if the situation becomes 
worse.

Thirteen county men left June 11, 
1942, for military service.

James Walter Harrison is one of 26 
Floyd and Hale County men who were 
members of the 131st Field Artillery, 
serving in Java at the time of final ca
pitulation of United Nations forces 
there. He was presumed held captive 
of the Japanese somewhere in the Pa
cific southwest.

Names of 100 men serving in vari
ous military branches have been sub
mitted by mid-summer 1942.

Continued on Page 9F

South Plains Gin
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Oden Chevrolet-Olds, Inc
1 9 3 6 - 1 9 9 6

ri in

f'f'

V

\

i f )

1937

v#;S*5̂ «

m
'• .-41 »
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1996 EMPLOYEES— Present employ- Zach Zachary, Cecil Clark, Gary Pate, 
ees for Oden Chevrolet are front and standing (I to r) Mike Muniz, Tracy 
center Jimmy Marquis, second row (1 to Campbell, Barbara Fyffe, Steven Fyffe 
r) John Hollums, Juan Segura, Rick and Mike Giesecke.
Gomez, Mike Aguilar, Wayne Edwards,

Dial 4 for Oden Wrecker Service and Garland Mitchell
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WWII shapes history
Continued from Page 7 F '
O.L. Stansell of Floydada, A.H. 

Krcis of Dougherty, Arthur P. Barker 
of Lockney and Joe W. Jennings of 
Aiken were appointed in July to the 
War Price and Rationing Board in this 
county. Named earlier were W. Edd 
Brown and J.W. Lanier of Floydada 
and G. A. Barton of Lockney.

V-Mail was inaugurated in July '42 
for writing military personnel serving 
abroad. This consists of one sheet of 
paper and an envelope to reduce 
weight and bulk of mail to the armed 
forces.

The county draft board sent 36 men 
for induction in August '42.

Military funeral services were held 
Sunday. Aug. 2 ,1942, for the county's 
fourth known World War II casualty. 
Technical Sgt. Raymond Winford 
Hamm, 20, son of Mr. and Mrs. J.L. 
Hamm of Sand Hill.

ORA will refuse tires to eligible per
sons deemed to be "speedsters."

The Sept. 3, 1942, issue carried a 
front page photo of Lt. Gen. Dwight 
D. Eisenhower, who had been desig
nated as commanding general of 
American forces in the European The
atre.

An August '42 metal drive netted 
193 tons in the county.

70 Called In Month
"With 400 Floyd County men ac

counted for as bearing arms for the 
nation against the Axis, the county is 
still (K)uring men into the camps at the 
rate of 10 or more a week with the 
possibility of at least 70 entering the 
military in the month of September," 
according to the Sept. 17, '42, issue. 
Officials predict the county will have 
600 men in military service by 1943.

Farm machinery rationing was an
nounced in September '42.

The public was informed messages 
to prisoners of war in the Pacific The
atre should be filed with the Ameri
can Red Cross.

Floydada High School Band held its 
first victory concert on Oct. 15.

The Floyd County gas rationing 
board, announced Oct. 22, '42, con
sists of M.H. Martin, Joe H. Smith,
W.F. Weatherbee, Frank Perkins and 
John H. Reagan.

Ih e  Nov. 26, '42, issue bore a story 
with a Dallas dateline which stated; 
"Home front morale in the southwest 
was put to test increasingly in the last 
week. But gasoline mileage rationing, 
coffee rationing, milk and meat short- 

. ages and serious prospects- of butter 
and other commodity shortages are 
not as bad as some of the discomforts 
and restrictions we may have to un
dergo to win the war," says the office 
of War Information. "Discomforts", 
restrictions and even severe disloca
tion of business are necessary to the 
realization of our war aim — the de
struction of those forces that threaten 
the very foundations of civilization, 
our homes and schools."

The public was requested not to 
erect outdoor lights and other decora
tions for Christmas '42.

Hester West, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Jno. L. West, who served as a 
missionary to China for seven years, 
was transferred out of the war zone.

Eighteen-year-olds registered in 
December '42 and are subject to early 
calls for military service. Anticipating 
a heavy call in March '43, the draft 
board examined the prospect of call

ing married men with no children.
Seaman 3/C James Weldon 

Standefer aided in the capture of an 
18-man German submarine crew off 
the coast of Savannah, Ga.

Registration for the point food ra
tioning program began Feb. 25,1943. 
In March, a meat rationing program 
was outlined. Moves were made to 
prevent black market meat from be
ing sold.

Training centers were announced in 
the March 18, '43, issue for men to 
be assigned to war-essential crop pro
duction jobs in Texas and New 
Mexico.

Revenge Outlined
On Dec., 1941, Bert Lee Jr., a Floyd 

native, withered in agony for 20 min
utes at Hickman Field, Hawaii, with 
his blood spilling from a machine gun 
bullet wound inflicted by a strafing 
Japanese war plane. In a 20-minute 
period before he was found and in the 
subsequent two months he spent in 
hospitals, Lee dreamed that one day 
he would "be in a position to deal out 
larger and more lethal doses of the 
same medicine to the Japs."

The highly decorated veteran 
earned the distinguished Flying Cross 
for more that 50 missions over enemy 
territory, four citations were received 
as members of the much decorated 
19th bombardment group in the Pa
cific, a medal for participation in the 
Coral Sea battle as a member of the 
435th Bomb Squadron and the Asi
atic Pacific Ribbon and Defense Rib
bon.

Farm machinery quotas were lifted 
in June '43 but buyers were required 
to obtain a certificate after finding 
needed equipment.

Tire shortage was imminent, citi
zens were warned in July '43, but two 
months later announcements were 
made that synthetic rubber would 
soon whip the tire problem.

Before a flat-draped altar in First 
Baptist Church, friends by the hun
dreds and relatives of Lt. Charles 
Leroy Cates paid tribute to the sol
dier on June 7. Mr. and Mrs. W.C. 
Cates learned July 20 their son had 
been killed in action. The co-pilot of 
a bomber went down over a Libyan 
airport.
Bobbie M. Muncy is the first woman 
from this country to serve in the 
WAVES. She is the daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. A.B. Muncy.

Headline of the Sept. 13, '43, issue: 
"War Bond Rally W^nesday."

Services were held Sunday, Oct. 24, 
'43, for R lymond Vernon True, who 
died when the USS Plymouth was 
sunk Aug. 5,1943. He was the son of 
Mr. and Mrs. W.I. True of Fairmont.

"News of Our Men and Women In 
Uniform" is the title of a front page 
feature appearing in each issue of this 
newspaper. It bears the latest updates 
of county military personnel.
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829 from county 
serve in military

AcctN’ding to the April 20, 1944, 
issue of The Hesperian, the military 
honor roll listed names of 829 indi
viduals who were serving in the mili
tary.

County women continue to make 
surgical and wound dressings for the 
war effort.

Due to the war, a manpower short
age was critical as grain harvest be
gan in 1944. County Agent, Leon 
Ranson, issued an urgent plea for 
men, women, boys and girls to work 
on farms.

Mrs. Milton Jetton is the proud 
holder of papers representing the 
presidential citation for which her 
heroic husband some day will be pre
sented a bronze metal, according to 
the June 29, 1944, issue. A seaman

Continued on Page lOF

Bomber crash claims lives of nine aviators
March 30,1944

Physical evidence of World War II 
struck home to area residents on 
March 26,1944.

"Floydada and Floyd County 
people are just beginning to regain 
their poise this mid-week following 
the crash-explosion of an Army Air 
Corps bomlKr Sunday night, 2 1/2 
miles west of Floydada, and the vio
lent deaths of its crew members, ei
ther nine or 10 men, after a losing 
fight with the elements," according to 
the March 30, 1944, issue of The 
Floyd County Hesperian.

The plane was officially listed as a 
B-24 Liberator bomber on a routine
training cruise from Peterson field at 
Colorado Springs, Co.

"Seen by sqores and heard by hun
dreds as the gallant young airmen 
struggled to save their plane," this 
newspaper reported, "the huge ma
chine apparently develofied engine 
trouble in the vicinity of Floydada, 
lost a 30-foot wing tip 1 1/2 miles

west of Floydada on the farm oper
ated by B.C. Hindsley and plunged 
to the ground violently within seconds 
on the Lee Trice farm, 2 1/2 miles 
west of town."

Results of an investigation by the 
air corps is not due to be made pub
lic, the article stated.

It added: "Local opinion is agreed 
that the violent explosion which scat
tered plane parts and dismembered 
bodies over some 50 acres of ground 
and sliced out a 100-foot slit four feet 
deep in the earth, occurred after the 
plane had plummeted to the ground. 
A lighter explosion, according to 
some viewers in the open, occurred 
while the plane was still in the air."

Maddie Summons Aid
Bert Massie, who lives within two 

miles of the accident scene, heard the 
unusual noise of the plane while 
watching as it maneuvered in the air. 
His first thought as it struck the earth 
was to summon medical aid. Later, 
Massie and his father, W.M. Massie,

went to view possible grass fire dam
age from the flares dropped by the 
airmen. They found only negligible 
grass loss.

W.M. Dyer, member of a local fly
ing club with some experience in the 
air, estimated the height of the plane 
when he first saw it at 700 to 900 feet. 
He looked on as the huge bomber took 
its fatal plunge. Others thought the 
plane barely missed the high voltage 
lines over the northwest part of Floy
dada. Hindsley saw the [ilane strike 
the ground and explode. On request, 
he guarded the 30-foot wing tip which 
fell in a shallow lake 100 yards west 
of his bam.

Floydada night police officer Roy 
Wood, placed the crash time at 9:10 
p.m. He initially believed he had seen 
a house burst into flames until he

heard the roar some seconds after the 
fire flared up.

"Hundreds of people, possibly 
thousands, who were aware of the 
crash almost as it happened had the 
same idea — to rush to the scene and 
render what aid they could," the news
paper article stated. "Quickly they 
were in a traffic jam that extended 
almost from the city limits to and sur
rounding the Trice farm. Help was 
found to be impossible. Volunteers 
aided in maintaining a semblance of 
order for the brief period it took Com
pany G of the State Guard to orga
nize and take over.

"Capt. T.P Collins and Lt. Harry 
Morkel were early on the scene and 
sized up the need fbr control of the 
crowd and patrol of the grounds. Capt.
Continued on Page 10 F______
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B om ber crash  cla im s  
liv es  o f n ine av ia tors

Continued from Page 9F

Collins notified South Plains Army 
Air Field, from whence crews and 
men came over Monday morning to 
take charge. By late Tuesday the 
grounds had been cleared."

Only announcement made by the 
army was contained in a two-para
graph news release from Colorado 
Springs, which listed names of the 
nine victims.

They were: Second Lt. Leslie A. 
Porter Jr., Oakland, N.J.; Second Lt. 
Donald Novak, Throop, Pa.; Second

Lt. James A. Garvey, New York; Sec
ond Lt. Frank P. Sziguth, Allentown, 
Pa.; Sgt. Pedro S. Messa, Houston; 
Sgt. Joseph M. Miller, Chicago; Sgt. 
Harvie S. Vance, Kemersville, N.C.; 
and Sgt. George L. Thom as, 
Cochranville, Ore.

"As late as Tuesday curious people 
from a wide radius were still attempt
ing to view the scene of the crash, but 
were turned away by the guards, 
while salvage crews cleaned up the 
broken bits of plane and bodies of 
men," the newspaper stated.

Bond purchases one part 
of war efforts by citizens

The Battle of the Fourth War Loan 
in Floyd County was won as J.M. 
Wilson announced it totaled 
$92,639.50. Willson, chairman of the 
U.S. Treasury War Finance Commit
tee, estimated that final totals for the 
country would show about $250,000 
in E. War Bonds and about $115,000 
of other types of bonds. This was an
nounced in the Feb. 10, 1944, issue.

Over 4,000 pounds of paper was 
collected for the war effort in Febru
ary 1944. With shell containers made 
from waste paper, over 85,000 rounds 
were fired at the Nazis in 10 hours, 
according to this newspaper.

Mrs. Elsie M. Henderson of Floy- 
dada received in February 1944 the 
Distinguished Flying Cross won by 
he." husband, Lt. Charlie P. 
Henderson, for the part he played in 
heroic attack on the Ploesti Oil Fields 
of Rumania. The presentation was 
made at Lubbock Air Base, where Lt. 
Henderson, — who is missing in ac
tion — took his training.

Nineteen men filled the county 
draft call for March 1944.

T ie March 16, 1944, issue of this 
newspaper bore a front page picture 
of a U.S. anti-tank platoon of the 7th 
Infantry Division 'fighting face-to-

face with Tojo's gunners" and "smash
ing Jap pill boxes on Kwajalein."

Shirley W. Irwin of Floydada, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Clyde Irwin, who fin
ished bom ber pilot training at 
Ellington Field, Houston, was among 
Texans from the four comers of the 
Lone Star State on March 13, 1944, 
who helped to swell the record-break
ing total of combat pilots who re
ceived their wings in simultaneous 
graduation ceremonies at the II 
Southw estern advanced flying 
schools of the AAP Training Com
mand.

Due to the war, the 1944 State Fair 
of Texas was canceled.

Nine aviators lost their lives in a 
Sunday, March 26, plane crash, 2 1/2 
miles west of Floydada

Lt. Melvin Alexander, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. C. Alexander of Floydada, 
whose death from battle wounds in 
the Marshalls occurred on March 10, 
1944, was memorialized in a solemn 
ceremony April 2, First Methodist 
Church.

Mrs. Victoria Asher was informed 
that her son, Lt. James Asher, perished 
March 24, 1944, in an airplane crash 
in French Morocco.

Lonny's 
Farm Service

Lonnie Hooten 
Owner

101 NE 6th, Lockney 
652-2455

Congratulations on 100 years ;

History of the  
USS Floyd County

The keel of this LST #762 was laid June 24,1944 in Ambridge, PA. It 
was launched Aug. 11,1944 and commissioned Sept. 5,1944. Lt. Franklin 
J. Ewers was in command. It was assigned to the Asiatic Pacific Theatre 
and participated in the assault and occupation of Okinawa Gunto in April 
1945, After the war she performed occupation duty in Far East until mid 
Nov. 1945. She was de-commissioned in 1946 and reactivated Nov. 3, 
1950 for service in the Korean War. July 1, 1955 she was re-designated 
Floyd County after counties in Texas, Georgia, Indiana, Iowa, Kentucky 
and Virginia. Royace Maddox, formerly of Floyd County and the uncle 
of Anne Reddy, of Floydada, represented the County at the commission
ing services naming the LST the USS Floyd County. The ship earned 
one Battlestar for service in WWII, one Battlestar for service in Korea 
and three Battlestar for Meritorius Unit Commendations in Vietnam. It 
was de-commissioned September 3,1969 and struck from the Navy list.

USS FLOYD COUNTY

Good news mixed with 
bad news

Reunions seldom occur in Uncle 
Sam's Army, but that is exactly what 
happened to Lt. John H. Chapman and 
His brother, Cpl. James R. Chapman, 
who in late November met "some
where in Africa." Harold had no idea 
his brother was in that area. Brothers 
T/Sgt. J.S. Hale Jr. and Pfc. Wayland 
Hale met in the Dutch East Indies.

Pfc. Phillip G. Taylor Jr. was killed 
Nov. 16, 1944, in France. The 
infrantryman wrote his wife from the 
front lines on the day before indicat
ing that he was in combat. He had 
been in the military 10 months.

Geo. G. Smalley, was killed in ac
tion in Oct. 14, 1944, near Aachen, 

Continued on Page IIF

829 from Floyd County serving in the military
Continued from Page 9F

first class. Jetton helped establish the 
first beachhead on Tarawa after sev
eral previous efforts had failed.

Sgt. J.B. White, an infantryman, 
was killed June 14, 1944, in France, 
according to information received by 
his wife, Ira Bell. She is the daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. R.L. Terrell.

Also killed in France, was First Lt. 
Williams Lester Jameson, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Lester Jameson. He died 
June 24, 1944.

Sgt. Oliver Alexander, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. C. Alexander of Lakeview, 
was killed June 22 in action in France.

Yet another man killed in France 
was Sgt. Edmond Breeland, 24, son 
of Mrs. Grace Tannery and brother of 
Mrs. A.C. Emert. He died July 11.

Funeral services were held here

Aug. 24, 1944, for Flight Officer 
Harold Dale Strickland, who was 
killed the previous Friday morning in 
a B-26 transport plane crash at Nash
ville, Tenn. He is the son of Mrs. G.R. 
Strickland.

The list of tragedies continues as 
news was received that James E. Roy 
was killed Aug. 12, in Italy. His par
ents are Mr. and Mrs. J.E. Roy.

E.W Henderson learned before the 
Aug. 25, 1944, military death of his 
son that Capt. Oliver W. Henderson 
was a military hero. Capt. Henderson 
has been awarded the Oak Leaf Clus
ter to the Distinguished Flying Cross. 
He served as lead pilot of B-24 for
mations on many missions.

Flight Officer Thomas R. Wright, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. S.H. Wright of 
Floydada and husband of the former 
Norma Harris, was one of four air

men who lived for more than a month 
on the wings of their plane after it 
crashed in one of New Guinea's most 
dense swamps.

Christmas packages to overseas 
military personnel must be shipped 
between Sept. 15, and Oct. 15 in 
1944.

Word was received almost weekly 
of military men from this county or 
with ties to the county being injured 
in duty. Among those hurt in the fall 
of 1944 were S/Sgt. Oliver K. Emert, 
Pfc. Warren E. Goodgoin, Charles 
Ray, Edgar Duncan, Pvt. James 
Thurman Bishop and others. Informa
tion also is frequent on war-related 
decorations and promotions.

Marine Roy E. Baker was killed in 
the South Pacific. He was a son-in-

law of Mr. and Mrs. Walter Marley.

War Department notified Mr. and 
M rs. Frank M. D ougherty of 
Dougherty that their son, Lt. Sam A. 
Dougherty, has been missing in ac
tion over France since Sept. 27,1944.

Pvt. Charles E. Jones, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Tom C. Jones, has been 
awarded the Purple Heart posthu
mously. He was killed July 5, 1944, 
in France while serving with the 79th

Infantry Division.
Pfc. Phillip G. Taylor Jr. of Floy

dada was killed Nov. 16 in France. 
He was one of three brothers who left 
Floydada on Feb. 12 for military ser
vice.

The sixth War Loan Campaign 
kickoff on Nov. 29, 1944, featured a 
group of returned war heroes and the 
school band. The "G.I. Jamboree" vis
ited 200 towns.

Since
1914

Scott
G i n

^̂ One o f  the First A ll Modern Gins in Floyd County**
320 North Main, Floydada 983-2220

’’Congratulations Floyd County Hesperian-Beacon”

Kay Hicks, Buddy Gaither, Julio Mendoza, Larry Stovall and Roger Emert
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Good news and bad news 
reported by local newspaper

Continued from Page lOF prisoner of the Japanese since the fall
of Java in 1942.

Lt. Jimmie Smyth, was a member 
of the "Fabled Fifteen," which Com
mander Davis D, McCampbell, the 
Navy's top-scoring pilot, called "the 
finest aerial fighting team ever as- 

L.I. ivjtnara i. lubbs, only sembled." Smyth piloted one of the 
son of Judge and Mrs. G.C. Tlibbs, Avenger torpedo planes for the Fabled 
was killed Jan. 29, 1945, in a plane Fifteen, which broke many records 
crash off Leyte, Philippine Islands, during its tour of duty aboard the 

After months of waiting, Mr. and Essex. He is the son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Mrs. Geo. W. Lotspeich have heard O.Z. Smyth and husband of Florence 
from their son. Gene, who has been a Smyth, all of Floydada.

War Department sends 
news of local boy's fates

Germany.
Military drafts continue monthly as 

the country enters 1945. Some men 
are being discharged and returning 
home.

Second Lt. Richard I. Tubbs, only

Floyd Jamagin, son of South Plains 
Postmaster and Mrs. J. Jamigan, was 
reported missing in action Jan. 25, 
1945. He was serving with the Ameri
can armies on the Western front. Mr. 
and Mrs. Jamigin have four sons in 
the military: Royd, John Marlin, Roy 
B. and Glenn. Royd Jamigan was lib- 
erated April 23 as a prisoner of war I in Germany.

' Pfc. Benjamin F. Galloway raced 
the War Department and won in get
ting information to his wife that the 
infantryman was injured Feb. 6,1945, 
in Germany.

At least nine Royd County men are 
serving on Iwo Jima, according to the 
March 1, 1945, issue of this newspa
per. They were Harold Bertrand, 
Willie Holt, Edward Wester, Bud 
DuBois, George and Fred Cardinal, 
Tresman Glover, Ham Smith Jr. and 
Garland Wilkinson. "If all of the three 
divisions and some 40,000 Japs are 
on the island, there isn't enough room 
for all. Somebody has to move out and 
the Marines say it is not going to be 
them," the article states.

David Lane Kirk is convalescing in 
a hospital following wounds on the 
Western front.

Private (now corporal) Oatis R. 
(Tommy) McIntosh received the 
bronze star and a citation from the 
commanding officer of the 77th Di
vision, for his "strong courage and 
devotion to duty. For 23 days in the 
operations against the Japs at Ormoc, 
Leyte, P.I., Tommy served as a litter 
bearer and ably assisted the techni
cians in caring for the wounded," the 
citation pointed out.

Lt. Wm. Lester Jameson was killed 
on night patrol when his party was

Escaped German 
POW recaptured 
by county sheriff
Service men news continues

A German prisoner of war, Otta 
Ammershack, 30, was picked up May 
9, 1945, in Roydada by Sheriff Lee 
Howard and Deputy H.E. Whitaker. 
He escaped from a work detail of the 
Chickasha, Okla., branch war pris
oner camp.

A B-29 pilot, Lt. Ray Ramsey, is 
missing in action in the Pacific. He is 
the son of Mr. and Mrs. M.D. Ramsey 
of Harmony.

Pvt. Delvin F. Smith, who had been 
a prisoner of war in Germany since 
November 1944, was liberated the 
following April 16.

First Lt. Lonnie A. Doyle, a B-17 
Rying Fortress pilot who participated 
in the Eighth Air Force bombing of 
German airdromes before the break
through on the Rhine, described one 
bombing of the Luftwaffe Field at 
Steenwijk, Holland, as "a beautiful 
job." The son of Rev. L.A. Doyle won 
the first Oak Leaf Cluster to the Air 
Medal.

Mr. and Mrs. C.E. Finley have been 
notified of the death of a son, Otto, in 
the Pacific warfare. Another son. 
Grant, is on furlough and has been 
visiting his parents and a third son, 
Leonard, is with the army somewhere 
in Germany.

A former Dougherty man, Sgt. John 
E. Chancellor, was a casualty in the 
Luzon Island campaign.

S/Sgt. Harold O. Pitts died some
where in the Philippines on May 19, 
1945. He is a son of a pioneer real 
estate dealer of Roydada.

Pharm acist M ate 2/C Arnold 
Helms, who had previously been re
ported as a prisoner of war, was offi
cially listed as deceased in a letter to 
his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Palmer D. 
Helms. His ship bore no identifica
tion of having prisoners aboard and 
was sunk on Oct. 24, 1944, when a 
Japanese convoy was destroyed by 
American forces. He was taken pris
oner by the Japanese when the Phil
ippine Islands were captured in Feb
ruary 1942.

Sgt. Ernest S. Worsham was killed 
May 30,1945, in a motor vehicle ac
cident in Germany.

Chaplain R.Y. Bradford was 
awarded the Bronze Star Metal in a 
Luxembourg ceremony.

ambushed and a terrific fight fol
lowed, according to news received by 
his parents, Mr. and M rs. J.A. 
Jameson. He died June 24, 1944, 
shortly after the invasion of France, 
but details of his death were not re
ceived until 1945.

Harold Berry was seriously 
wounded in Feb. in the Luzon battle.

Pvt. Weldon Mike (Red) Graham, 
20, was killed Feb. 27, 1945, in Ger
many. The son of Mr. and Mrs. J.W. 
Graham was one of many infantry
men rushed to battle lines from train
ing camps in Britain and America to 
stem the Belgian push of the Nazis.

Pfc. John A. Duncan, son of Mrs. 
Beatrice Duncan, was killed Feb. 25, 
1945, in France.

Cpl. Leroy B. Bums was awarded 
the Bronze Star Medal in April, 1945 
for "meritorious service in support of 
combat operations on the Fifth Army 
front in Italy."

Pfc. H er^ rt H. Morrison was fa
tally wounded April 1, 1945, in ac
tion in Pacific Theatre. He is survived 
by wife, father, four brothers and three 
sisters.

Used clothing is being collected for 
war refugees.

Norman Stanford Goen, 22, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. WS. Goen and husband 
of former Margaret Faye Hale, was 
killed April 10, 1945 in Germany.

When Pfc. John D. Cantrell, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. J.F. Cantrell, knocked 
on the door of the family home April 
25,1945, and asked "is this where the 
Cantrells live?", it was the first infor
mation the parents had that their son 
was not still in the battle lines in Ger
m a n y .^  was injured three times.

World War II casualties were hon
ored at the Old Settlers Reunion in 
1945.
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V-J Day hails end of War

Veteran recounts years as 
Japanese prisoner of war

July 19,1984
By Cindy Smith
Friday, July 20, has been designated 

as National P.O.W./M.I.A. Day. Ken 
Towery, owner and publisher of the 
Lockney Beacon and Royd County 
Hesperian, reluctantly gave a personal 
interview concerning his unforget
table experiences.

In April of 1942, Bataan had fallen 
to the Japanese and soldiers who were 
not captured, fled joining the Ameri
cans on Corregidor, an island which 
had symbolized American strength in 
the Phillipines. Corregidor is located 
approximately three miles south of 
Bataan, guarding the mouth of Ma
nila Bay. For one more month of en
emy pressure, of starvation and dis
ease, of blockade and bombardment, 
American troops on Corregidor were 
so weak that they could barely fight.

The Japanese overwhelmed the is
land and had reduced American fire
power to one heavy twelve inch mor
tar and scattered light artillery. The 
blockaded island could promise no 
relief and as a last resort, the Ameri
can High Command made the deci
sion to surrender the island on May 
6, 1942. The odds were stacked in 
Japan's favor; they already controlled

the entire Far East, Asia, and most of 
the Phillipines that was of any mili
tary value.

Remaining members of the 60th 
Coast Artillery division, which in
cluded nineteen year old private Ken 
Towery, and the rest of the Luzon 
Force stationed in Corregidor were 
notified at 10:00 a.m. in their foxholes 
that a cease-fire had been arranged.

Towery reported, "We had to stack 
our arms and what little rations and 
ammunition were left. The island dev
astated by shellfire, was littered with 
debris and the dead. For three weeks 
we were put in concentrated areas and 
instructed to clean up and bury the 
Japanese dead first. We loaded the 
American supplies onto Japanese 
ships, then returned to the task of 
burning our dead in a massive funeral 
pyre."

The Japanese shipped the captives 
to Manila, marching the Americans 
and fillipinos proudly through town
Continued on Page 13F

"Floyd County People Hail V-J 
Day" blared the headline of the Aug. 
16,1945, Hesperian issue. Jubilation 
broke out across the nation.

Opening paragraphs of this 
newspaper’s story stated:

"Floydada and Floyd County 
people this morning began to pick up 
the threads of their interrupted affairs 
and places of business resumed their 
activities after a complete close-down 
Wednesday following the announce
ment late Tuesday, (Aug. 14, 1945) 
that the war had come to an end."

"With the exception of federal of
fices, personnel of which has a two- 
day holiday by executive order, busi
ness returned to the usual speed and 
industry in shops, on farms and in the 
other channels of trade was being re
sumed this morning."

"Reports of loosening of federal 
controls was spearheaded by the re
port that gasoline rationing had come 
to an end, the promise that tires would 
be avmlable early and that war-time 
restrictions on the free movement of 
labor had been canceled."

War time was abolished Sept. 30, 
1945. Clocks were turned back an 
hour. As a war measure the clocks 
were advanced an hour on Jan. 20, 
1942.

Lt. J.A. Oden Jr., a prisoner of the 
Japanese since the fall of Bataan in 
May 1942, was freed by American 
liberating forces.

Pfc. Royd Horton, a Bataan hero 
who survived the "death march" and 
was a Japanese POW 3 1/2 years, has 
also been liberated.

Family members were notified at 
the war's conclusion that Edrow (Red) 
Singletary died May 22, 1942, in a 
Japanese prisoner of war camp on the 
Philippine Islands of Malaria.

Mr, and Mrs. E.D. Stubbs have 
been notified that the U.S. Navy "is 
forced to the conclusion that their son, 
Kenneth Gordon Stubbs, is de
ceased." He had been classified as 
missing in action since Oct. 25,1944.

S/Sgt. Douglas Pitts received two 
Bronze Stars and was twice awarded 
the Purple Heart.

This country's first G1 farm loan 
was negotiated in September 1945. 
Leo G. Williams received the loan.

The Hesperian has articles in each 
issue about military personnel return
ing home to former jobs or accepting 
other business positions. They found 
"civilian clothing scarce."

A prayer for Thanksgiving by 
Chaplain (Brig. Gen.) Luther D. 
Miller, chief of chaplains USA ap
peared in the Nov. 22, 1945, issue of 
this newspaper.

"Housing Shortage Makes Build
ing Boom In Year-End," the Jan. 3, 
1945, issue of this newspaper stated 
in its lead paragraph. With the war 
ended and war participants returning 
home, the need for housing drastically 
increased. New businesses were also 
started as the nation ended one of its 
most trying periods..World War II!
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*Won every race I ever went to. '
Babe Jones, owner of Babe's Service Center, Inc., ' Jimmy Marquis and Eddie Polvadore. He received 
poses here with his trophies in front of his racing car racing trophies from San Angelo, Hobbs, Quanah, 
the "SS Bellaire." Jones raced from 1961-66 with his Amarillo, Wichita Falls, and Altus, Oklahoma, 
friends and helpers, L.B. Stewart, Billie Marquis, Courtesy Photo

Same location since July 1958.

We 'll be there when you need us.

Babe and Nell Jones 
Larry, Sharri, Kerri 

and Cheetah

I
rg

state Inspection Station 
DOT Inspection Station 

Truck Repair Shop 
Farm/Truck Oil & Grease 

Farm Fuel Delivery 
Hydraulic & A ir Hoses 

Batteries (Farm, Truck, Auto)

Congratulation
to  the

Hesperian-Beacon 
for their services

years!

L '

806-983-5042 406 E. Missouri Fioydada, TX
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Continued from Page IIF
as an example of Japanese prowess 
and victory, also as an unspoken 
warning to the natives. The prisoners 
were then packed into railcars and 
sent to Cabana Tuan on Luzon, the 
main island of the Phillipines.

In October, 1500 men, Towery in
cluded, were shipped to Manchuria, 
where they established a base camp 
and were joined by 100 men from 
Singapore. The camp, known as Shen 
Yang in Chinese, was located 200 
miles from the Siberian border. When 
Towery and other prisoners were cap
tured at Corregidor, they were in a 
tropical climate and wore summer 
clothing, many were in shorts and 
were barefooted. Towery relates that 
"when they arrived at Shen Yang, the 
ground was already frozen. It was 
difficult for the men to adjust to the 
climate transition.”

"The Japanese did not treat prison
ers well," Towery admitted. Accord
ing to the Military History Depart
ment of the Army, the cruelty and cal
lousness of the Japanese soldier's 
training, instinct, and experience 
stifled the Western virtues of mercy 
and understanding. Cruelty and indif
ference to suffering were strongly 
rooted in the Japanese character. Hu
man life was expendable in a land that 
was overcrowded with no relief in 
sight. Also, the fact that the men of 
the Luzon Force had allowed them
selves to be taken prisoner increased 
the severity of their treatment. For the 
Japanese, to become a prisoner was 
the ultimate disgrace. Death in action, 
or if necessary by suicide, was pre
ferred to surrender.

"Their meager diet and malnutri
tion," explained Towery, "led to the 
majority of deaths, combined with 
dysentery, Beri-Beri, jaundice, and 
malaria. In the camp in China, their 
diet consisted of a grain (similar to 
milo) which was boiled until it at
tained a greyish blue color. This was 
consumed in the form of soup three 
times a day."

One building housed the dying and 
dead. Towery spent the winter in this 
"hospital"; "this confinement in
tended to save the guards the trouble 
of weeding through the camp pick
ing up the dead. The Japanese would 
walk through the building every 
morning and drag out those who had 
died during the night. Miraculously,

Towery survived the "death house" 
and began to improve. After he 
showed improvement for over a 
month, he was transferred to another 
barrack. Before the transfer, at the 
"hospital", Towery was weighed at 87 
pounds. Towery normally weighs 
around 160 pounds. 37 percent of the 
P.O.W.'s died in Japanese camps com
pared to 2 percent in the German 
camps.

The following spring, a new camp 
commander arrived and allotted the 
men soybeans every third day and 
conditions changed somewhat.

The prisoners worked in factories, 
erecting buildings, railroads, and un
loaded pig iron. They performed 
"coolie" labor. Towery labored in a 
factory manufacturing ball bearings, 
lathes, and drill presses. The Japanese 
endeavored to separate the Chinese 
civilian workers from the prisoners. 
However, Towery developed a close 
relationship with a Chinese guard, 
who, although he was free, suffered 
under Japanese occupation. This 
guard helped Towery with black mar
ket operations. All Americans were 
searched upon leaving the factory; 
however, Towery and his friends 
would secretly transfer ball bearings 
to the guard, who in turn would trade 
them in town for an egg or other com
modities. The men had a pre-arranged 
hiding place in a sawdust pile and the 
booty would be hid underneath. This 
guard would tell the prisoners news 
of the outside world, but it was very 
sketchy. However, alter spending 
over three and a half years in captiv
ity, Towery and the other prisoners 
began to realize that the Americans 
were making headway in the war.

"B 29's on bombing missions often 
flew overhead. We knew that they had 
to be based somewhere in the Pacific. 
There was an airplane factory close 
to the one where we worked, and one 
day the planes missed their target and 
killed nineteen P.O.W.s and wounded 
35. At least we knew that the tide had 
turned, "explained Towery."

The Chinese guard told the prison
ers that Russia had finally joined the 
war effort (they had been on the other 
side when Towery was captured). The 
prisoners knew that the Russians 
would not get involved unless they 
were assured of a victory.

As a result of the Yalta Conference, 
Russia was given all the territory
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above the 38th parallel, and it was a 
Russian delegation that liberated the 
Allied P.O.W.s. "A pompous Russian 
General stood before the exhilarated 
P.O.W.s and announced, "America 
fought Japan for four years without 
success. Russia entered the war ten 
days ago and already we are victori
ous." Towery said, "In the beginning 
there was a feeling of camaraderie 
between the Russians and Americans, 
but that quickly soured. The Russians 
were only interested in occupying ter
ritory. Fights were constantly break
ing out. The Russians would only al
low one airplane carrier a day to pick 
up the American sick and refused to 
give Americans any fuel. On one oc
casion, a drunk Russian shot the land
ing gear off on a plane, disabling it. A 
plane had to fly in with another set of 
landing gears in order to repair it."

On the coast of China, Towery was 
instructed to board a hospital ship 
bound for Okinawa. He remembers 
walking up the gang-plank, and at the 
top sat a nurse processing orders. 
Towery said that "I had not seen a 
woman in nearly four years and had 
been so isolated I was not really pre
pared to face reality." When she asked 
for his name, rank and serial number- 
-he was at a loss for words and could 
not remember. The government kept 
the P.O.W.s in the hospital and fed 
them for a few months so "we would 
not scare the natives."

The Americans finally reached San 
Francisco where they were hospital
ized, then transferred to trains. 
Towery, who rode the train to San 
Antonio, related that Americans stood 
along the tracks waving and display
ing flags. "They treated us like we 
were heroes, like we had done some
thing." Towery closed his eyes as 
though he was trying to wipe the 
memories away. "They called us he
roes and we weren't - but it was good 
to be home.

Consolidation 
vote held for 
seven schools

A Dec. 2 3 ,1944, election was con
ducted to determine whether seven 
school districts in north and west por
tions of the county would be consoli
dated.

The election set in motion the con
solidation of Irick, Ramsey, Aiken, 
Pleasant Valley, Sterley and Prairie 
Chapel common school districts and 
Lockney Independent School District.

Roosevelt's death 
leaves residents in 
profound shock

Floyd County residents were in 
"profound shock" after learning of the 
April 5, 1945 death of President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt in Warm 
Springs, Ga. A gigantic memorial ser
vice, forced inside by inclement 
weather, was held in the district court
room.

983-2154

C o n o c o

420 S. 2nd 
Floydada

HOTTEST BRAND GOING
CORNELIUS OIL COMPANY

Owned and Operated 
by the same family for 21 years
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OUR GANG —Vernon Parker posed with his crew, Bomberinl943. Parker, of Floydada, is now deceased, 
known as "Our Gang," in front of the group's B-17 — Courtesy Photo

M emphis Belle crew led by Parker
December 5,1991
By Tiffany Gentry
When U.S. Air Force Captain 

Vernon Parker took over the crew of 
the Memphis Belle, he had no idea 
he would pilot the World War II 
bomber during the filming of a major 
motion picture.

The movie, released shortly after 
Parker returned home from the war, 
was just one of the many highlights 
in his career in the United States Air 
Force.

His time served in World War II 
was filled with intense pressure and 
the constant battle to conquer life- 
threatening situations, mixed with a 
little excitement, travel and prestige.

Some events brought glory and vic
tory - others brought sorrow.

Take W.L.C. Jones, Parker's room
mate and close friend during one pe
riod in the war.

"He was shot down while flying a 
mission and taken prisoner by the

Germans," Parker said." He remained yourself get so attached." 
a POW until the end of the war." When the war ended, Parker spent

"You didn't make too many friends 20 years in the Air Force Reserves 
in the war," he said. "When one of before retiring from the armed forces 
them died, you were sorry you let Continued on Page 14F
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Parker leads Memphis Belle crew
Continued from Page 13F

in 1963.
At that time, Parker settled with his 

wife and two children in Floydada, 
where he opened a photography stu
dio. He is retired to^y .

Parker's war days ^ g a n  long be
fore his involvement with the Mem
phis Belle. Prior to commanding the 
Belle, the 2S-year-old fighter pilot 
enlisted as a volunteer for Great 
Britains's Royal Air Force in 1940 and 
served there until the United States 
entered the war.

A member of the 121 American 
Eagle Squadron, he flew two types of 
fighter planes - hurricanes and spit
fires.

When the U.S. entered the war in 
November of 1942, the Americans 
enlisted in the RAF were transferred 
to the U.S. Air Force. Most of the 
men, according to Parker, were given 
honorable discharges, but Parker had 
to stay.

"The U.S. didn't have any fighters 
at the time." Parker said. "TTie crews 
didn't have any combat experience, 
just ordinary training. So they kept me 
over there as a combat tactic instruc
tor."

As an instructor stationed at the 
Dyersburg Air Force Base, Tennessee, 
Parker acted as a mentor, flying with 
first time crews and handing down 
instructions.

Training as a pilot meant teaching 
pierfect precision and how to make 
split second decisions while in the air.

"A pilot requires much more U'ain- 
ing than a gunner," Parker said of his 
ii.'.portant job. "You wanted the pilots 
to make it back from their missions 
with as little damage to the aircraft as 
possible."

Parker said the average plane en
dured only three to four missions. 
More startling was the fact that the 
average life span of a fighter pilot in 
the war was only 47 days.

"That means 85 percent of the RAF

fighters died," he said. "Only three of 
us survived out of my squadron."

On bomb raids, planes were in the 
air for nine and a half hours a day. 
"You had to learn to live with the fact 
that every minute your life was on the 
line," Parker said. "My longest mis
sion was 11 hours."

Most of Parker's 25 missions were 
flown over Germany. Others were in 
Holland, Belgium. France and Nor
way.

Parker is known for his develop
ment of a World War II flight maneu
ver which fellow U.S. bombers called 
the "Parker Two-Step." Credited for 
its impressive success in air combat, 
he went on to train 50 to 60 crews in 
the maneuver.

Parker's involvement with the 
Memphis Belle came during his time 
served as a USAF pilot.

"I was assigned to pilot several dif
ferent crews," he said. "I wasn't a per
manent part of any certain crew for 
very long."

When a B-17 crew suffered casu
alties during its missions, a new pilot 
or gunner would be assigned to that 
crew to fill the empty spot. "That's 
how I joined the Memphis Belle." 
Parker said.

The Belle has an interesting story 
behind how it got its name.

"Captain Morgan, the first pilot of 
the Memphis Belle, met a girl from 
Memphis while in training. When he 
was sent overseas, he named his B- 
17 after her," Parker said.

Parker was fortunate enough to be 
piloting the Belle during the making 
of the movie. The Memphis Belle, in 
1943.

"We had made two or three short 
bomb runs in the war with the Belle. 
Then we started making the movie," 
he said.

Directed by William Wilder, the 
movie was filmed in a actual combat, 
with photographers accompanying 
crews on the missions. Parker said it

HALE IN^UKANCB AGENCY
106 South Main Street 
Floydada, Texas, 79235

Sammy & Jean Hale
Real Estate Broker - Certified Appraiser 

Insurance Agent

"Since 1958”
Residential ■ Commercial • Farms 

Business; 806-983-3261 Residence: 806-983-3308

214 South Wall 
Floydada 
983-2140

♦O'

Discover
Mastercard

Visa
American Ex pres

Kenny Chance
Manager

Alex Martinez

BISH O P-RAJISET
P h a rm a c y

208 W. HOUSTON 
FLOYDADA, TEXAS

Established in the 1930's 
Dallas L. Ramsey, R.Ph.

took three months to film.
"The movie was made from authen

tic scenes, he said. "The clips from 
different missions were amassed and 
made into one film."

Parker said the film was originally 
intended to be used only for training 
purposes. But after the movie produc
ers saw that the film had the potential 
to be a successful movie, it was re
leased for public viewing. Profits 
went toward war bond funding.

"The world premier was in Mem
phis, of course," he said. "The crew 
got to attend the first showing, com
pliments of Paramount Pictures."

Parker said there were three air
planes in the running for the movie. 
The Belle was chosen because it had 
the authenticity of having the same 
crew (except for the pilot) from the 
beginning of the war to the end.

The film, remade a few years ago, 
was directed and produced by 
Wilder's daughter. It focused on the 
last bomb run made by the Memphis 
Belle called the "milk run."

Parker said the combat scenes were 
actual clips taken from the first film.

"The war scenes were accurate, but 
the story line was a little far-fetched," 
he said.

"I thought they went to extremes 
on several things," Parker added. "Ac
tually, there was complete radio si
lence in the air. All correspondence 
was kept to a minimum • there was 
no screaming, music, or joke-telling 
over the radio, which was what the 
movie portrayed."

Parker also said while the movie 
made the crew members of the Belle 
appear to be great heroes, there was 
no outward praise or hype.

"We were just doing our jobs," he 
said. "We didn't get hysterical in the 
midst of a mission. We saved that for 
when we landed and realized what we 
had just done."

The Memphis Belle was restored 
to its original combat condition for the 
second movie. Parker said today one 
can find the Belle on display in a 
Memphis, Tennessee, amusement 
park where it is the main attraction.

Parker received several prestigious 
awards for his expertise and heroism 
displayed during the war. In 1951 he 
was awarded the Bronze Star for 
World War II surveillance operations 
in Japan. He explained that a pilot can 
be awarded the Bronze Star after fly
ing a certain number of missions.

Parker also received the Distin
guished Flying Cross, the Air Medal 
with three Oak Leaf Clusters. He was 
the only American to have ever piloted 
both a combat tour and a fighter tour.

Parker holds many memories of his 
days as a fighter pilot in World War 
II. During that time, he learned a lot 
about life.

"Serving in the armed forces taught 
me to respect my life," he said. "It 
taught me to just be thankful for what 
I've got."

Site selected for 
Floydada hospital

W.M. Massie granted the site of the 
Floyd County Memorial Hospital in 
early December 1945. The hospital, 
located in Floydada, was recently 
chartered.

I
HAPPY DAYS ARE HERE --As people relaxed from preparation for an evening at the movies. On tap for 
the tension and stress of the war years, movie enter- this particular evening was the feature film And Baby 
tainment provided a welcome outlet for emotions and Makes Three.
energy in the 1950's. Crowds lined local sidewalks in — File Photo

« Lockney Care Center
* 401 North Main Sleet •

P.O. Box 1060 •  Lockney, Texas 79241 •  
806 /  662-3375

LOCKNEY CARE CENTER is a M edicare 
approved facility providing skilled

t

services such a s . . .
Physical Therapy 
Occupational Therapy 
Speech Therapy 
Respiratory Therapy 
I.V. Therapy 
Short Term Rehab

Contact Clay Keller for 
information regarding 

these services at
(806) 652-3375

L O C K N E Y

® Coop Gin
Since 1957 

Lockney - Sterley

SERVING OUR 
MEMBERS 

NEEDS IN .. .  
Cotton Ginning 

Grain Merchandising 
Custom Applications 

Feed 
Seed

Fertilizer . 
Anhydrous Ammonia

James Morris - President 
Keith Phillips - Vice President 
Bud Taylor - Secretary

F. L. Montandon - Director
G. L. HIght - Director 
Charlie McQuhae - Manager
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J^. HALE LOOKS AT DESTRUCTIVE PATH OF UNKNOWN OBJECT

Lockney man spots 
unique object in sky

1953
Although he won't say it was a "fly

ing saucer," Will McDonald spotted 
something in the sky Thursday morn
ing, Jan. 8,1953, that left him battled 
for an explanation. The well-known 
Lockneyite was enroute to work about 
7:30 when he saw a round orange 
colored object to the northeast of that 
town, traveling southwest at a high 
rate of speed.

Wishing to get a better look as the 
object come nearer, M cDonald

H a p p y  1 0 0 t h  
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TASTEE BURGER
8th & L ocu st Lockney 652-2630

Poole Well Service 
and

High Speed Bailing
Raymond and Mary Poole, Owners 

407 E. Houston Floydada, Tx 983-2285

Floyd County Seed
wishes 

The Floyd
County Hesperian-Beacon a

JIappy 100th Birthday^

Kirt Wyrick, Owner

Box 295 Floydada, Tx 983-3301

Flying saucers........?
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Path through canyon trees unexplained

stopped his car and stepped out. The 
object grew larger as it came nearer 
and then receded into the distance but 
before it went out of sight, it broke 
into three objects, resembling soft- 
balls, with one turning off to the right, 
another veering to the left, and the 
third proceeding straight ahead.

It was merely a matter of seconds 
until the object had traversed the sky 
and disappeared. It left no trail of 
smoke or fire and made no sound, 
McDonald said.

1958
What was IT? That question filled 

the minds of county and area residents 
in late 1958 and early 1959.

"The reports of the strange lights 
that played around the rim of Blanco 
Canyon at the TM Bar Ranch on the 
morning of November 21,(1958) and 
the weird object that sailed swiftly 
and silently over the J.S. Hale place 
on the south side of the canyon in the 
same early morning hours, still have 
local people by the ears," slated an 
article in the February 12, 1959, 
Hesperian issue.

"Speculation on what "it" was, how 
"it" got there and by what power "it" 
may have been propelled is still go
ing the rounds."

The Hesperian got into the spirit of 
the thing, and reporter-photographer 
Kenneth Rimmer spent a couple of 
hours prowling around in the canyon 
between the TM Bar headquarters 
where the Q.D. Williams family live 
and the J.S. Hale place across the can
yon on the hill southwest from them. 
Rimmer produced photos as "added 
evidence that something strange oc
curred. At least they are evidence that 
some mighty force was at work some
time recently in Blanco Canyon."

In his article, Rimmer stated: "That 
Reese Air Force Base made an inves
tigation of the phenomenon follow
ing the report is an established fact. 
Q.D. Williams, who was a brush pi
lot on one of the big ranches in the 
vicinity of Vernon before he took over 
the management of the TM Bar Ranch 
and moved his family there, said the 
Air Force had a crew of investigators 
at the ranch Saturday after the strange 
occurrence in the early morning hours 
of Friday.

"The 'visit' was really more than 
just an 'investigating crew.' It was an 
official m aneuver with a guard 
thrown around the place.

"Williams was quizzed about what 
he saw. He said he told the Air Force 
officers that the 'light' or whatever it 
was traveled at an estimated rate of 
2,000 miles per hour from the 'hill' 
where it was first sighted past a check 
point to the southwest.

The Williamses awakened the Roy 
Fawver and the J.S. Hale families the 
morning of the strange occurrence.

Fawver got into his pickup and 
"made a run" for the point where the 
strange object was seen. When he ar
rived, "it took off west at rapid speed, 
just as though the object knew some
one was coming too close."

Hale, who "prodded around" in the 
canyon with Rimmer on his January 
visit, gave an angle the newsman had 
not heard previously.

"Not only did the 'lights' or 'space 
ship' or whatever it was play around 
toward his place, it actually sailed 
over him as he lay on the ground un
der the fence near his irrigation well," 
according to this newspaper's article.

"It was the worst scare of my life," 
said the former airman, who added he 
never had such a "queer feeling" in 
his experience.

Rimmer reported, "When the Will
iams' called the Hales, J.S. got up and 
saw the strange object from his door
way. 'Mrs. Hale was sick in bed but I 
called her to the door. I wanted her to 
see the strange object. I could hardly 
believe what I saw,' he said.

"Getting to the pictures; Note the 
big trees' trunks where the cotton
wood giants lie bowled over, and the 
'swath' cut, clearly visible, through the 
tree in the upper picture.

"Hale was the first to see the pat
tern of the swath cut through the trees. 
The autumn was one of remarkable 
little wind, and it is doubtful that the 
trees were bowled over by an act of

nature.
"When J.S. first saw the fallen trees 

and the path cut through the big limbs 
he noted that the breaks were fresh. 
He confidently expected to find a 
plane a few hundred yards up the 
creek from the scene.

"It appeared that a low-flying 
bomber or some such had cut too 
close to the ground and had sheared 
off the big tree growth. However, 
there was no plane wreckage any
where near the scene and no report of 
a missing plane from any nearby (air) 
fields.

"Could the strange visitor have cut 
the path through the valley of the can
yon? How could it have happened?

"It seems quite apparent that a thing 
like that could not have happened but

there is the evidence that something 
did hiqipen. Like the lights that played 
around the hills in a fixed pattern for 
30 minutes and then 'took off.'

"The Williams' and the Hales have 
been reticent about the occurrence. 
They have been leery of exaggeration 
that might get into the reports. They
recall the Levelland officers who a 
year ago saw something similar in 
Hockley County were the victims of 
considerable skepticism. However, 
the experience they had is one you 
can't keep from telling somebody 
about.

"And the giant pattern sheared 
through the trees on the bed of the 
canyon valley is in the same category. 
It could not have taken place. But 
there it is!"

Former resident viewed "What is it"
"People may think I'm a scatter

brained old fuddy-duddy, but I know 
I saw something I can't explain, and I 
haven't come up with a suitable an
swer yet," Lubbockite Ruth Ford said 
after viewing what appeared to be a 
giant cigar which hovered near an 
empty New Mexico highway on Feb. 
6, 1967. The former Floyd County 
resident viewed the object just before 
noon between Deming and Las 
Cruces.

She described it as being a "grass- 
green, long cigar with a row of shiny 
windows and two small propellers 
atop each end." A second identical 
object soon joined the first.

Miss Ford sent detailed descrip
tions and drawings to Dr. J, Allen 
Hynek, head of the Dearborn Obser
vatory at Northwestern University, 
Dr. Hynek has been appointed by the 
federal government to study sightings 
of unidentified flying objects (UFOs).

Unique & Distinctive 
GIFTS

Lloyd
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Cighting the wag
T /ie  C i g h t h o u s e  E le c t r ic  C o o p e r a t i v e  h a s  
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OFFICE ON NORTH MAIN IN FLOYDADA

l i g h t h o u s e  ELECT R I COOPltATiVi iMC.
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OFFICE ON WEST CALIFORNIA IN FLOYDADA

Lighthouse Electric Cooperative’s, Inc 
held their 57th Annual M eeting 

on April 25,1996.
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OFFICE ON EAST HIGHWAY 70

C o n g r a t u la t i o n s
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Cighthouse Electric Cooperative, One
Highway 70 East, Floydada, Texas
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Floydada begins new 
sa n ita tio n  system

SAC bomb crews practice 
low level runs over Lockney

October 14,1971
Two new sanitation trucks and hun

dred of containers are the components 
in a new garbage system being put 
into operation in Floydada.

The City has placed some of the 
containers, starting in the northeast 
part of town, and is working to clear 
the alleys to place the containers in 
other parts of the city.

A statement was issued by the City 
on the new system:

The City of Floydada is very happy 
to announce the arrival of our new 
front-loading sanitation trucks and a 
partial delivery on our new sanitation 
containers. The City began a study in 
1969 because of the increasing cost 
of the sanitation service. After a very 
extensive study of our present sanita
tion system and a cost comparison of 
the new sanitation system now being 
installed, a substantial amount of 
money could be saved over a period 
of years.

This new system will be installed 
at no extra cost to the citizens.

Our present system consists of

seven employees where the new sys
tem will only need two employees in 
full operation.

The following is an explanation of 
the cost and savings of the system:

COST

Total Cost of System
$115,292.68

Less sale of old equipment
and down payment

47,432.68
Net debt owing on new system

$67,860.00
(This debt, to be paid in annual in

stallments of $24,(XK) per year includ
ing principal and interest, will be paid 
in less than 3 1/2 years.)

Annual Savings On Labor
$23,000.00

15 years life expectancy of
system at $23,000 per year savings 

$345,000.00
Less cost of containers

$76,860.00
Net savings over 15 years

$268,140.00

' 5?
i .

December 23,1971
The Strategic Air Command will 

send B-52 and FB-111 bombers on 
low-level practice bombing missions 
against simulated targets near here, 
beginning next month and continuing 
through July 1972, the Air Force 
announced Wednesday.

Radar bomb scoring equipment at 
Air Force facilities near Lockney will 
use radar and radio equipment to 
measure accuracy of the simulated 
bomb drops.

For six m onths, SAC B-52 
Stratofortresses and FB-111 s will fly

training missions at subsonic speeds 
along the centerline of a 10-mile wide 
corridor at 500 to 1,500 feet above 
the ground. The aircraft do not carry 
bombs on these training flights.

The first simulated runs is set for 
Jan. 27,

Approximately 22 Air Force per
sonnel, apparently from Reese Air 
Force Base at Lubbock, will man the 
Lockney site. These are radar and 
electronic technicians, plus personnel 
needed to maintain the facility and 
furnish other supplies, the Air Force 
said.

SANITATION SYSTEM REPLACED -  The City of Floydada replaced 
this sanitation pickup system with the new and improved containerized 
system in 1971. .. p^oto

Final rites for Harry S. Truman

Floydada receives  
$120,000 clinic gift

Alma Holmes ends radio career
September 9,1971
The final broadcast of "Listen La

dies" on KFLD Radio Tuesday 
marked the end of some 26 years in 
the radio business for Alma Holmes, 
manager and part owner of the local 
station who "gave up the reins" that 
day.

Alma and her late husband Ed 
Holmes started in radio in 1945 at 
KVOP in Plainview with a family 
show featuring the Holmeses and 
their five children. They brought ra
dio to Floydada in April of 1951 when 
they opened KFLD. B.A. Roberson 
and Marshall Formby were other part
ners in the KFLD venture. Mrs. 
Holmes took over the managership of 
the station in 1960. Holmes was killed 
in September, 1954.

The Holmes children who were fea
tured, with their parents, on the early

broadcasts include Chuck, of 
Floydada, and four daughters, all mar
ried now: Dorothy McGinnis of Kan
sas City, Buena Dallas of Dallas, Sara 
Teague of Duncanville, and Nancy 
Willson of Lubbock.

December 28,1972
Final rites will be conducted for 

Harry Truman, 88, 33rd President of 
the United States, today in his home
town of Independence, Missouri.

Floyd County post offices and fed
eral offices will be closed today, for a 
day of mourning and the American 
flag will fly at half mast for 30 days.

President Truman led the United 
States out of World War II and into 
the cold war to contain Communism.

Mrs. Truman and the Trumans’ 
daughter, Margaret Truman Daniel, 
will receive the personal condolences

of President and Mrs. Nixon, who 
will fly into Independence to lay a 
wreath at the catafalque in the Tru
man Library.

Form er President Lyndon B. 
Johnson and Mrs. Johnson will also 
be present at the ceremonies today.

The illness that beset Truman in 
recent weeks finally overcame his 
will to live and his stamina. He had 
lingered near death, rallying from 
time to time, since he entered the 
hospitaLthree weeks earlier and died 
at 7:50 a.m. CST Tuesday in uncon
sciousness....

Dec. 30,1971
Board members were all smiles 

Monday night as they accepted a 
check for $120,0(X) to build a new 
clinic next to the Caprock Hospital in 
Floydada

The gift was presented by District 
Attorney George Miller on behalf of 
the Martha Ann Cogdell Hospital 
Trust. Floydada rancher D.M. 
Cogdell Jr. had earlier presented the 
check to Miller...

Plans are being completed on the 
clinic and the board members along 
with local doctors are working with 
an architect in building and design
ing the clinic building which will of

fice four doctors.

March 23,1972
A ground breaking ceremony pic

ture was featured in this edition. In the 
photo were Caprock directors An
drew McCulley and Bill Daniel, hos^ 
pital administrator Robert Willia 
directors Bill Cagle and Jay S.
Jr., and Bill Averitt, contractor. The 
structure is scheduled to be com
pleted July 20.

December 7,1972
Pictures of the dedication cere

mony of Cogdell Clinic were in
cluded in this edition. The ceremony 
was held December 3, 1972.

Dougherty School is 
damaged by explosion

ALMA HOLMES

More paving and police protection
November 11,1971 

By Wendell Tooley 
More paving and more police pro

tection for the citizens of Floydada 
highlighted the regular monthly meet
ing of the Floydada City Council 
when it met Monday night.

Police Protection
Chairman of the Floydada retail 

trade committee Bill Hale met with 
the council and asked for more po
lice protection for Floydada business 
firms as there has been a considerable 
amount of burglary lately.

manager to initiate a program for in
creased police protection from the 
hours of 10 p.m. to 7 a.m. seven nights 
a week. A policeman will be patrol
ling the downtown area of Floydada, 
and other outlying areas.

These policemen will be on duty at 
all times, no coffee breaks, snacks or 
meals will be eaten in the police car. 
Should one policeman encounter 
trouble, he will contact city police dis
patcher for aid, while other patrolling 
policeman continues to keep his area 
under surveillance.

The Floyd County 
Pioneer Association

is 106 years old 

and welcomes

The 100 year old
Floyd County 

Hesperian-Beacon
into this elite group!

''Happy 100th Birthday  ̂i  • 
Hesperian-Beacon"

Record Music Shop 
& Studio

Mrs, Lucy Dean Record

Serving you from 
1946-1996

*

807 W. WlUow 
Lockney, Texas 

652-2364

May 18,1972
In this edition, Peggy Medley, re

ported that an explosion at 12:55 p.m., 
Friday, May 12, injured nine students 
in a reading room at the Dougherty 
School.

According to the story, engineers 
from the Pioneer Natural Gas Com
pany, in Amarillo, believed gas 
leaked from underground lines, col
lected under the reading room and 
ignited. They surmised that a pilot 
light in a wall heater, thermostatically 
controlled, may have ignited the es
caping gas, or there is the possibility 
that when a light switch was flipped 
on in the room, it could have caused 
the blast.

By the time this edition hit the 
streets, eight of the nine injured chil
dren had returned home.

Most seriously injured, Kristi 
Ward, 11, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Richard Ward, remained in Lubbock 
Methodist Hospital. She was showing 
improvement and out of intensive 
care. Kristi suffered head injuries.

Students hospitalized at Caprock 
with bruises and abrasions and al
ready dismissed were listed as: Bev
erly Vickers, 11, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Bob Vickers; Mary Ann 
Guzman, 13, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Pete Guzman; Irma and Maria 
Huerta, daughters of Mr. and Mrs. 
Amato Huerta; Leroy Martinez, 11, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Ismael Martinez; 
and Tommy Galvan, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Joe Galvan.

Dave Townsend, teacher and 
school principal, told The Hesperian, 
if the blast had been two minutes later 
it would have caught the entire fifth 
and sixth grade classes in the room. 
Townsend, who was standing in the 
doorway of the room when the blast 
occurred, was hurled ten feet into the 
hall against another teacher. Neither 
was hurt, however, his greatest con
cern was getting to the injured.

Townsend said there was little 
hysteria from the youngsters in the 
confusion and teachers said those 
uninjured filed out of the building in a 
very orderly manner, while others 
assisted in removing the injured from 
the classroom....

The explosion caught 5th and 6th 
grade students during a break after a 
film showing in the school audito
rium. Those injured were the ones 
who had already entered the class
room. Students from the first through 
the fourth grades were still in the
auditorium, possibly minimizing the 
number injured. They said they felt 
the building “shake” and knew it was 
an explosion of some sort. The 
youngsters were guided from the 
building by Mrs. David Townsend, 
who teaches the first and second 
grades and Billy Joe Cross, who 
teaches grades two and three.

One of the youngsters in the class
room said he heard a loud “boom” 
and felt the floor rise.

Evidence at the scene indicated the 
flooring rose and splintered, and 
boards entangled in overturned 
desks. An odor of charred wood was

also evident. The ceiling displayed a 
large hole, fluorescent light fixtures 
were battered and glass broken as the 
pressure of the exploding gas sent 
projectiles upward. Damage to the 
school was extensive...

Graduation exercises for seven 
Dougherty Elementary students will 
be on schedule tonight. Of these 
seven, five were among those in
jured. They hope to be present for the 
ceremonies.

Leonard's Cafe
Since 1941

Leonard Matsler Gary Matsler

321 S. 2nd, Floydada



Floyd County Museum acquires 
deed to Surginer Building

January 20,1972 
After months of legal red tape the 

Floyd County Museum has acquired 
the deed of the Surginer building 
which will house many mementoes 
of early day pioneers.

The two story building, known in 
the early days as a Surginer Hardware 
Store, was donated for a Floyd 
County Museum by a son of the late 
Carr Surginer, Leslie of Washington, 
D.C., a sister of Carr Surginer, Mrs. 
Rachael Ivy of Graham, and a 
nephew. Gamer Surginer of Corpus 
Christi.

Plans for the remodeling have been 
drawn up by Ted Bell and Eli Neff of 
Floydada Joe Parrish and Dee 
Copeland of Lockney.

Housed on the inside will be a rep
lica of the old Thomas Montgomery 
ranch home and antiques which are 
being loaned or given the museum by 
individuals and families. The Histori
cal Society of Floydada High School 
will fill a booth with antique toys. 
Items form the families of Homer 
Steen, Ulmer White, Earl Pierce and 
the Surginer’s have been donated, as 
well as many others.

The museum committee is asking 
each civic organization to take a 
booth when the building is com
pleted, and fill it with antiques. Dedi
cation services and open house are 
planned Old Settlers Day, Saturday, 
May 27, 1972.

MAC construction to begin
February 10,1972
The first meeting of the Massie 

Activity Center board of directors 
was held in the bank community 
room Monday night with 1S of the 18 
member board present.

President of the Board, Wendell 
Tooley, reported that construction 

^ | |u l d  begin on the Center in a little 
^ B r  a week by Plains Builders Inc., 
of Lubbock.

WELCOME HOME
GERALDINE
October 5,1972
Today, the Floydada community 

w elcom es home one of its 
own...Laura Geraldine Massie Mur
ray and her husband William Lynch

Murray. They are in Floydada today 
for the dedication ceremony and 
luncheon of the Massie Activity 
Center.

The “MAC” is a beautiful 5,000 
square foot masonry and steel build
ing given to the people of this com
munity by Mrs. Murray in honor of 
her parents the late Mr. and Mrs. 
W.M. Massie.

The dedication ceremony, ribbon 
cutting, and flag raising ceremonies 
begin this morning at 11:28 a.m. at the 
center, with the luncheon following.

The Floydada community also 
welcomes another outstanding lady 
of considerable prominence, Mrs. 
John Tower, who is here today to 
make the luncheon address.

Banks reach all time deposit high
January 7,1973
Floyd County banks set an all time 

high in deposits according to the 
December 29, 1972 state bank call.

“Although we have reached higher 
bank deposits records within the first 
15 days of a new year, this is the best 
for this date ever,” was a statement by 
both Clay Henry of the Roydada bank 
and Gene Collins of the Lockney 
bank...

The two banks showed over four 
million dollars increase in deposits 
and almost five million dollar in

crease in loans over the same date in 
1971.

The First National Bank in Lockney 
showed an increase in deposits from 
$8,409,571.66 to $9,771,903.87. The 
Lockney Bank also showed an in
crease in loans from $2,679,047.53 to 
$4,659,531.19.

The Floydada First National Bank 
showed an increase in deposits from 
$13,105,990.84 to $15,998,125.00. 
The bank reports show an increase in 
loans from $4,322,313.08 to 
$7,093,533.00.

Nixon frees grain land
V

January 14,1973
The Nixon administration, under 

pressure to reduce food prices, paved 
the way for a big increase in 1973 
wheat production by eliminating re
quirements that farmers keep part of 
their land idle.

The Agriculture Department which 
announced the surprise move, said 
also that livestock will be allowed to 
graze on land taken from production 
under 1973 wheat and feed grain

Self employed in Floyd
April 29,1973
According to the Department of 

Commerce no less than 1,013 resi
dents of Royd County make their 
living from their own businesses or 
professions.

In terms of the number of people in 
the local area who are employed, it 
means that 28.6 percent are self-

Script Printing 
Sc Office Supply
108 S. Main, Floydada, Texas, 79235 

Phone 806-983-5131 Fax (806)983-2414

Bobby Gilliland, Barbara G illiland and Keith Marricle

Business Forms 
Xerox Copies 
Posters

ELECTION BOARD — A long standing tradition at 
the Hesperian was the election night totals being 
posted on a board outside the olBce. The tradition

Over 3,000 attend Mackenzie ground breaking

Mackenzie bids opened
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Floyd C ounty e lects  
Nixon, Tower, Briscoe, 
Jam es, and Cates

November 9,1972
A little over 3,000 Royd County 

voters went to the polls Tuesday and 
joined the nation re-electing Presi
dent Nixon, Joined the state in elect
ing Dolph Briscoe governor, John 
Tower U.S. Senator, and Jesse James 
as state treasurer.

Royd voters also joined this state 
representative district in electing Phil 
Cates. The final count for the district 
was Cates 12,948 and Tom Christian 
11,476.

This makes the third general elec
tion in the last four that Royd voters 
have voted Republican for the Presi
dent. In 1960 they voted for Nixon 
over Kennedy, in 1964 they voted for 
Johnson over Goldwater, in 1968 
they voted for Nixon over 
Humphrey.

Floyd County cotton  
forecasting 90,000 bales

August 10,1972
Plains Cotton Growers Inc., pre

dict this year’s South Plains cotton 
crop to be the best in seven years, and 
90,000 bales for Royd County. This 
compares with some 51,100 bales 
ginned in the county last year.

Good cotton prices of 240-250 per 
lb. were predicted.

\
was revived in the November General Elections ot 
the late 1980’s. _

Hope Your Future's 
Bright!

June 29,1972
The Board of Directors for the Lake 

Mackenzie Water Authority met to 
open bids for the dam.

Gilvin-Terrell Inc., of Amarillo, 
was low bidder with $2,636,390; 
some $200,000 over the money esti
mated needed for the building of the 
dam.

Highest bidder was H.B. Zachary 
Com pany, o f San A ntonio, 
$3,602,5000. Six companies bid on 
the project. The low bidder estimated 
the project would take 320 working 
days.

September 28,1972
An attendance of over 300 accentu

ated the Kick-off of the Mackenzie 
Dam construction project Saturday 
afternoon, September 23.

Most of the crowd was made up of 
officials and residents of Tulia, Lock
ney, Silvertpn and Roydada. The 
dam will serve these four cities with 
water in the future.

Officials said the earthen dam 
should be completed in an estimated 
265 working days.

Clayton Keller, project manager, 
estimated it will take 18 months until 
final completion of the dam. At com
pletion, the dam will span the canyon, 
standing 168 feet high, with a base 
width of 1,000 feet.

Lockney hospital district formed

acreage programs.
Officials said the order will free 

nearly 15 million acres from the 
wheat program alone which can be 
used now for other crops, forage or 
spring wheat...

Tom Moore of the Floyd County 
Agricultural Stabilization and Con
servation Service said the order 
would release about 37,000 acres 
from the wheat set-aside program in 
Royd County, for farmers to use as 
they see fit.

County number 1,013
employed.

That is above the ratio reported for 
many areas of the country. The aver
age in the U.S. is 7.7 percent and, in 
the West South Central States, 9.5 
percent.

The number of retail establish
ments in operation in Royd County is 
listed as 145 in the latest government 
count.

Conunercial Printing 
Football Programs 
Wedding

January 25,1973
A group of interested citizens met 

in the Lockney First National Bank 
Tuesday, January 23, to hear a report 
on the present condition of the hospi
tal and to initiate plans to enable the 
hospital to continue to operate.

After consideration of the possi
bilities by which the hospital could 
continue to serve the community, the 
group voted to support the formation 
of a hospital district, to be called the 
Lockney General Hospital District.

Taking action on legal advice ob
tained, a steering committee was 
elected by secret ballot. The commit
tee, composed of Hubert Frizzell, 
Erwin Boyd, Gene Collins, Claude 
Brown, Conrad Henderson, with 
L.N. Johnson as alternate, will confer 
with a lawyer in drawing up a bill to 
be passed by the legislature to author
ize an election to set up the hospital 
district.

It was thought by those present at 
the meeting that a hospital district 
could be formed of Precinct 2 of 
Royd County to maintain the cost of 
operating the Lockney Hospital. Dr. 
W. J. Mangold who has owned and 
operated the hospital for the past 21 
years has said he will give the hospital 
to such a district.

April 29,1973
H.E. Frizzell, chairman of the hos

pital steering committee at Lockney, 
has been advised by Senator Jack 
Hightower and Representative Phil 
Cates that the bill establishing Lock
ney General Hospital District with 
boundaries coinciding with those of 
Commissioner’s Precinct No. 2 was 
passed by both Senate and house, and 
was signed by Governor Briscoe 
April 26, 1973.

Tlie next procedural step will be the 
appointment by the Commissioners 
Court of a temporary board of direc
tors, which board will call an election 
of the qualified property taxpaying

July 5,1973
All qualified voters of Pet. #2 are 

urged to get out this Saturday, July 7, 
to decide the fate of the proposed 
Lockney Hospital District.

Voters will be asked to approve a 
$110,000 bond issuance to finance 
acquisition of the building and prop
erty and the retirement of a loan 
against the hospital. A simple major-< 
ity is all that is needed to express the 
will of the voters.

If the hospital district and bond 
issue questions should be approved, 
property owners will be taxed accord
ing to current county tax rolls for 
Royd County. It is expected that 
nearly $100,000 would be raised 
yearly figuring 75 cents per $100 tax 
valuation.
Voters of the district approved cre

ation of the district and authorized 
levy of a tax by the district to finance 
its operations.
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Vietnam Disappointment
Editorial 
January  4,1973 
The resumption of the heavy bomb

ing of northerly targets in Viemam 
and the breakdown of negotiations so 
hopefu lly  conducted by Henry 
Ussinger, plus Mr. Kissinger's strik
ing change of tone in describing 
Hanoi's attitude, is a disappointment.

Critics are claiming intentional 
election-time deception by the Presi
dent and Mr. Kissinger but the truth 
is the President and Kissinger at one 
time were very close to an agreement 
with North Vietnam 

Unfortunately, they must plead 
guilty to some degree, in allowing 
President Thieu of South Viemam to 
sabotage an agreement tentatively 
worked out with Hanoi. Thieu accom
plished this by objecting to any cease

fire agreement which failed to specify 
that Saigon's was the rightful author
ity in areas in South Vietnam con
trolled by the enemy.

Though one can sympathize with 
Thieu's position, his desire to have 
Saigon's authority reestablished in 
enemy-held areas of his country, the 
military and political facts of today 
do not fit this hope. And one can 
hardly expect the enemy to grant in a 
cease-fire agreement what has not 
been won on the field.

Perhaps the renewed heavy bomb
ing and continuing squeeze caused by 
the U.S. naval blockade will bring 
Hanoi to these terms in the end, but 
this is questionable. M eanwhile 
Washington must share the blame for 
the breakdown in negotiations.

Ofinioni About Water jute

B fS t A p r i l  fo o l  jo k e  in  th e  H e s p e r ia n  -

Dougherty man shoots huge 
black bear near the caprock

help. Ralph Johnston was stopped as 
he cam e dow n the road in his 
pickup...nearby neighbors Ned Bra
dley and Henry Hinton, who were

April 1,1973
Early Saturday morning the Rob

ert Ward family was awakened by 
their dogs barking and the bawling of 
cattle near the bams.

Ward slipped on his clothes, peered 
it the backdoor and saw all the cattle 

backed into a comer of the lot and 
could see his dogs having all sorts of 
fits right in front of the bam door.

T hinking it was probably a 
skunk...or maybe a coyote, he ran 
down to the bam...started to look in 
the bam door when he came face to 
face with a huge black bear charging 
right out of the bam.

He knocked Ward down as he 
headed out o f the barn and then 
climbed the corral fence...headed east 
toward the Caprock.

Ward's dogs were in hot pursuit of 
the bear...(but not too close). Ward 
picked himself up...discovered that 
one arm had received a long 
sc.atch...then headed for the house to 
get his 30-06 rifle.

In the meantime the bear had just 
about made it over into the Caprock 
breaks. Ward jumped in his pickup, 
drove to the edge of the cap, then took 
after the dogs and the bear on foot.

About a mile down the Caprock the 
bear cut into a small draw, stopped 
and turned on the dogs.

In the meantime Mrs. Ward had got 
on the phone and called neighbors for

farming nearby also took off on the 
bear chase.

In the meantime Wiurd had closed 
in on the bear, wounded him with the 
first shot. At this point the bear 
charged Ward and the dogs. Ward 
steadied himself against a rock, took 
careful aim and felled the bear about 
seven foot away with a shot right 
through the heart.

It was surmised that the bear had 
come up out of the caprock breaks 
hoping to find a young calf for break
fast.

One of the more honest by-standers 
of the group gathered arpund the dead 
bear...Henry Hinton, a Methodist, 
took out his tape measure he always 
carries in his pocket and declared the 
bear to be over seven feet tall, and es
timated the weight to be 800 pounds.

Later Saturday Floyd County old 
timers said that Ais was possibly the 
only bear ever killed in this area. 
Hesperian readers on Sunday . .  .re
marked that it was one .of the best 
April Fool stories they ever heard!

(Editors Note: According to James 
Huggins, who helped concoct this 
story, the story was so believable the 
AP wire picked it up and ran it na
tionally.)

Fire destroys 3400 hens 
and house at Carmack’s

February 11,1973
Floydada firemen continued to stay 

busy with a chicken house fire in the 
southern edge of Floydada Friday 
afternoon that totally destroyed the 
house and some 3400 hens.
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F lp p i County Henperiah-Beacon
on a

Ceiitury in Floyd County
VET CLINIC

601 SE 8 f  tbekney 052-2149'* -v 'j JLf -• ' lit*-. .

Congratulations 
Floyd County 
Hesperian-Beacon 
on your 100th Anniversary

HALE'S DEPARTMENT STORE has 
advertised in the Floyd County 
Hesperian-Beacon since opening their 
business on Friday, April 13,1945,

And we are still here to serve you.

We offer the finest in name 
products, and service is our by-word. 

Won't you come in and let us 
help you with your shopping problems.

112 East California, Floydada 983-2238

May 3,1973
A Hesperian reporter interviewed 

several Floyd C ^ n ty  people IXiesday 
morning after the President's TV talk 
Monday night about the Watergate 
situation. ,

Some of their comments are printed 
herewith:

FLORA MCNEILL: "The Presi
dent is more involved than he wants 
the public to know, but he is brave to 
take the blame".

BOB ALLDREDGE: "I listened to 
the President on my radio on the trac
tor, and it was hard to hear some of 
the speech, but I felt that most people 
didn't realize the President was 
knowledgeable o f the facts until 
lately."

MRS. JERRY NEELEY: "I think 
the President was sincere in what he 
said. I feel this Watergate thing has 
turned into a game, and we should all 
be more concerned in unifying 
America and the important things of 
this country."

KEN BISHOP: "The President was 
telling it like it is...the buck stops 
here....he could have cut his talk off 
here without the flag waving in the 
rest of the talk....there may still be 
more to be uncovered about 
Watergate....it was long overdue."

JEAN MCGAUGH: "I think it took 
a lot of courage for the President to 
take the blame....! don't know whether 
the President was personally 
involved....he seemed to avoid a lot 
of details of Watergate....should have 
been more specific....there seems to 
be some unanswered questions."

MRS. CLAUDE RING: "I really 
don't have much interest in politics, 
ju st hope they can get this mess 
straightened out and keep on work
ing for peace."

MRS. NED BRADLEY: "Possibly 
the President took too many people 
for g ran ted ....he was 
misinformed....too many ambitious 
people at the top....the law should take 
its course now. Maybe the President 
waited a little long to do something

about Watergate due to misplaced 
confidence....! don't think the Presi
dent was personally involved."

MENARD FIELD: "I believe the 
President was right in saying he was 
guilty and responsible for the 
Watergate Case, not directly but in
directly as his men are involved. He 
was honest enough to own up to it and 
I thought his speech was touching. In
dications are that he is doing his ut
most to cmrect the situation and he is 
man enough not to 'pass the buck'. As 
he said he assumed the responsibility 
when he went into office and he didn't 
duck any issues and seemed to be 
honest in what he said."

MRS. DORRIS JONES: "I found 
the President's speech more impres
sive than usual. I think what he did 
needed to be done, meaning, to bring 
the Watergate Case out in the open, 
but I wouldn't want to pass judgment."

MRS. LARRY GUTHRIE: "I'm 
behind the President all the way."

JIM CONNER: "He didn't tell us 
anything that we didn 't already 
know."

EARL EDWARDS: "I think he laid 
the cards on the table. I don't believe 
the President is involved and he 
sounded very sincere in his talk."

RICHARD THOMAS: "I think Mr. 
Nixon handled the situation the best 
possible way—I think he is honest in 
what he said. Of course he must take 
the blame, just like a pilot must be 
responsible for his plane and crew."

MILTON WEEMS: 'What it boils 
down to is simply stealing and get
ting caught."

T.L. HOLLAND: "I thought it was 
a weak speech....didn't say much, 
mostly a cover up."

MRS. ART RATZLAFF: "Al
though we should be loyal to our 
President, I have my doubts of 
whether he spoke in all innocence. I 
think he would be aware of some of 
the doings in the Watergate case."
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Nixon Resigns
Sunday, August 11,1974
President Nixon resigned Thursday 

night, saying he did so to heal the 
wounds of Watergate and to give 
America "a full-time President” in 
Gerald R. Ford.

He urged Americans to rally behind 
Ford...

Nixon said he would have preferred 
to fight the virtually certain impeach
ment that awaited him in Congress, 
“no matter the personal agony that 
would have been involved.”

But he said the interests of the na
tion demanded that he step down, to 
end the diversions of scandal that 
preoccupied the White House, and 
the impeachment process that kept 
Congress from other duties...

Nixon noted, that Watergate was 
implicit in much of what he said, but 
he acknowledged no misdeeds, say

ing only that some of his judgments 
had been wrong—and that he made 
them “in what I believed at the time to 
be in the best interests of the nation.”

Nixon made no specific reference 
to the three articles of impeachment 
sent to the House of Representatives 
10 days earlier by the Judiciary 
Committee.

They charged Nixon with obstruct
ing justice in the Watergate cover-up, 
abusing the powers of his office and 
refusing to obey congressional de
mands for impeachment evidence...

The President said his family op
posed resignation, that it was abhor
rent for him to quit, but that for the 
sake of the nation, it had to be done...

In Ford, America will have for the 
first time a president by appointment, 
not election.

Cattle feedlot to be discussed
M arch 4,1973
A public meeting was held at the 

Massie Activity Center to find out if 
there was sufficient interest and re
sources to construct a cattle feedlot in 
this conununity.

Accountants from Lubbock were 
on hand to discuss the economics of 
cattle feedlots...

Sam Thomas, manager of the Agri
culture department of SPS said, “A

20,(XX) head feed yard should yield 
about 36,6(X) head of fat animals per 
year. If the animals were sold at an 
average price of $396 per head, the 
contribution to total business from a 
new feed yard would look something 
like this: $396 X 36,6(X) X 2.25 = 
$32,610,600.

In a later edition it was reported that 
a steering committee had been ap
pointed to pursue the project.

We're looking forward to the future!

Final rites for Lyndon Johnson

The firemen were able.to save the 
adjoining house and hens with their 
promptness in getting to the fire...

Carmack said he had beaters inside 
the house that may have caused the 
fire.

January  25,1973
Lyndon B. Johnson, the tall Texan 

whose dreams of a “Great Society” to 
end poverty and social injustice were 
shattered by the Vietnam War, died 
Monday (January 22,1973) of a heart 
attack, li ie  nation’s 36th President 
was 64.

His death came just days before an 
expected end to the war Johnson esca- 
l a ^  into a major conflict that divided 
the nation he hoped to unite.

Johnson was stricken at his LBJ 
Ranch in his beloved Texas Hill

Country where he grew up. He was 
flown in a private plane 80 miles to 
Brooke Army Medical Hospital in 
San Antonio and pronounced dead on 
arrival at 4:30 p.m. CST.

Johnson was thrust into the presi
dency on Nov. 22,1963, by the assas
sination of in Dallas of John F. Ken
nedy....

Johnson, the nation’s 36th presi
dent, died of what doctors described 
as “severe coronary artery disease.” 
He had been wracked by heart prob
lems since the I950’s.

United Transport Company 
leaving Floydada location

M aieh 15,1973
According to a report from United 

Transport they will begin moving out 
of Floydada August 1, 1974. Auto
mobiles that would have come here 
for delivery will come to Amarillo 
and United Transport families will be 
moving to Amarillo.

The move was not United’s choice, 
but was caused by a change of sched
uling trains by the Frisco Railroad 
Company, who has decided to meet 
Santa Fe lines at Avard, Oklahoma 
instead of Floydada.

The change affects some 40 fami
lies who now live in Floydada, and 
payroll estimated at over $750,000. It 
means a layoff o f four or five worker 
at both the Santo Fe and QA & P 
depots here also.

QA&P will be leaving some 12 
acres of paved area and unloading 
facilities that it owns in Floydada. 
The offices and truck headquarters on 
the Silverton Highway are owned by 
United.

A Hesperian reporter interviewed a 
Santo Fe official who said that Santa 
Fe would continue to send freight 
trains in to Floydada as the business 
required.

It was thought by the local QA&P 
agent that Frisco will also continue 
train service into Floydada.

It is anticipated that both compa
nies will maintain depou and agenu 
here.

At present two trains come into 
Floydixla each day....

Floydada area grain elevator and 
cotton businessmen are concerned 
that the downtrend in train schedules 
will some day lead to a complete 
removal of the tracks and caticella-

Your newspaper and 
your community are 
part of each other!

tion of all train schedules.
Approximately 25 homes will be 

sold by United employees who will 
be moving.

The Floydada

M ASONIC LODGE
Organized in 1891

Would like to welcome the 
FLOYD COUNTY 

HESPERIAN-BEACON  
1896

to the Century Club
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D dYis F arm  S u p p ly
All Your Farm and Ranch Needs

-y ■

•• i.'' ry, t

IWicy Webb, Louis Bearden and Jonny Jones

Congratulations Floyd County Hesperian-Beacon on your 100 years!!

517 E. Houston, Floydada 983-2233
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Food Stam p program  becom es  
effective in Floyd County August 1

June 17,1973
The Food Stamp Program is to 

begin in Floyd County in August.
The program will replace the exist

ing commodities which will continue 
through June and July. County Judge 
J.K. Holmes said the Food Stamp 
Program will eliminate four part-time 
employees which have been paid by 
Floyd County.

At present 440 people in Floyd 
County are eligible to receive com
modities.

A person is normally certified for 
food stamps for three months, al
though if he is aged, he can receive 
certification for as long as a year.

Food stamps arc coupons that eli
gible households may purchase to 
increase their food purchuing power. 
Households pay less than one-third of 
their total net income for the food 
stamps, and then bonus stamps are 
issued to make up the difference be
tween what a household can pay and 
what is needed for an adequate diet.

For example if income per month to 
a household of four is from $130 to 
$139.99, then $34 worth of stamps 
purchased would be worth $112 of 
food stamps, a bonus of $78. In a 
family of four if the income per month 
is from $270 to $289.99, $77 worth of 
stamps could purchase food worth 
$112.

C ounty jo ins nation for Carter
November 4 ,1976 
While the people of the United 

States gave Jimmy Carter a 51% 
popular vote of approval for Presi
dent, the people of Floyd County 
gave him a little over 58% in one of 
the biggest voter turn-outs ever seen 
in the this county.

Almost 100% ofthe qualified votes

in Goodnight, Allman, and other 
smaller voter boxes voted. One elec
tion veteran stated Tuesday night that 
it was back when Dwight D. Eisen
hower first ran for president when a 
similar amount of IHoyd people took 
time to vote.

Mr. Carter received 1991 votes Mr. 
Ford 1402.

Gasohol prepared in Floyd County
October 21,1979
Floydada this week will become the 

second city in Texas from which the 
controversial alternate fuel, dubbed, 
“gasahol,” is distributed.

Swifty D istributors Co., of 
Floydada, last week received its first 
shipment, 20,000 gallons, of 200- 
proof ethanol made from Midwest 
com.

Sales to customers in Floydada 
should begin Wednesday or Thurs
day. The fuel will be marketed at the 
Floydada Travel Center on Houston 
Street.

Swifty will eventually sell the puri
fied alcohol to other gasoline retailers 
in the area for mixing with their own 
gasoline.

The tank car sitting on the tracks 
beside the travel center is the first car 
of alcohol in Floyd County, and pos
sibly the first in the state of Texas to 
be shipped by rail car.

The ethanol in Royd County will 
be stored in a 31,000-gallon tank 
prior to being mixed with unleaded 
gas at the travel center. The mixture 
will consist of 90 percent gas and 10 
percent alcohol.

City lets sub-station contract
May 17,1979
Roydada City Council voted Tues

day night to accept the bid of an 
Amarillo firm, McKinley Sales, to 
supply material for sub-station which 
is to be erected in order that the cjty 
maypiirchase coal produced power 
from Southwestern Public Service

This is how It's don e.. .  Setting irrigation tubes to water the maize
Keeping you 
informed for 
100 years!

1979 Weather stories recalled
May 24,1979
It was reported in this edition that 

9.9 inches fell in parts of Royd 
County, Monday, May 21.

June 28,1979
Winds up to 70 mph, dust, rain and 

hail passed through Royd County 
damaging an estimated 10,000 to
15,000 acres of crops.

Farmers in the northern part of the 
county were using words like 
“slicked-off’, “table-topped,” and 
“wiped out” to describe their cotton.

much of which already had been re
planted twice. This time, they’re 
expected to replant with soybeans, 
grain sorghum, or sunflowers.

August 9,1979
Predicting that more than 75 per

cent of the farmers in Royd County 
would suffer losses from bad weather 
and crop disease, Royd County Judge 
Choise Smith, this week, asked Gov. 
Bill Clements to declare Floyd 
County a crop disaster area.

The bid was for $191,375.
The contract is for material only. 

The projected system would handle 
up to “twice the present load” - pres
ent peak load in 4400 KW-without 
using the city generating plant to 
produce electricity.

LARRY S. JONES
Broker-Appraiser

983-2052

LARRY S. JONES
Real Estate

n■ 1

P.O. Box 27 
Roydada, Texas, 79235

983-5553
. . ,  . . .  ..

1973 is wettest 
year since 1925

April 26,1973
The official rainfall chart on file by 

this newspaper since 1925 shows the 
first four months of 1973 to be the 
wettest on record with 7.85 Wednes
day morning, April 25..and five more 
days to go on this month......

Satellite dish is 
ready for Cable TV

August 6,1978
Cable TV of Floydada installed a 

satellite dish which will allow TV 
watchers to receive four stations from 
Lubbock plus five more (Channel 17, 
from Atlanta, Christian Broadcast 
from Virginia, PTL, and HBO).

Support shown for 
hostages in Iran

December 20,1979
A front page picture in this issue 

shows an American flag being flown 
in the yard of Marge Jones. Jones 
vows that this American flag outside 
her home on the Matador Highway 
won’t come down day or night until 
the 50 hostages being held in the U.S. 
embassy in Tehran are released.

- ..............^
DAVIS & SON

TYue Value Builders Mart

Thank you fo r  your service 
to the community 

these last 100years!!

Since June 16,1989
111 N. Wall, Floydada 983-3113

ADAMS WELL SERVICE
720 N. 2nd, Floydada 983-5003 TOLL FREE: 1-800-999-6124

PlUlTS SERVICE Nights & Holidays 
983-2144 

Jeff Johnson 
983-5455 

Boone Adams
D E A L E R  F O R :
- Simmons 

Pumps
- American 
Turbine

- Gould 
Pumps

- New & Used 
PUMPS

Boone Adams, Drew Ann Uoyd, Kiko Palacio, Lope Torra, Hilario Rcyct, Joe Barrientos (1-r, standing); 
Jose Alaniz, Joe Torres, Gerald DeLeon, Pedro Aguilar, Abd Machado and Jeffery Johnson (kneeling, l-r).

- Irrigation Pump 
Sales & Service

“ Domestic Pump 
Sales & Service

Goulds 5-Year 
Warranty Domestic Sub
Well Acidizing

- Irrigation 
Supplies



Ice damage figures are highest 
in Lighthouse Electric history

February 10,1980 
Damage to Lighthouse Electric 

Cooperative equipment during the 
recent ice storm was the highest in the 
41-year history of the cooperative, 
Lighthouse Electric general manager 
Alton Higginbotham confirmed Fri- 
day.

More than 600 of the cooperative’s 
poles were down as a result of ice 
accumulations in late January and 
w ly  February. In addition to replac
ing poles and rebuilding line where 
poles were broken. Lighthouse crews 
had to replace or repair transformers

C ounty ja il has open house
May 22,1980
Floyd County’s newest facility, the 

Floyd County Jail, will hold an Open 
House on Old Settler’s Day...

In 1977 when the Jail Standards 
went into effect the Floyd County 
Building was short on all counts. The 
county was given a time limit to 
modernize the jail. Rather than float a 
bond or operate in the red, the Com- 
lissioners pledged the county reve- 
ue sharing money they had on hand

April 2,1981
The last train of the QA&P has 

rolled out of Floydada. The offlee is 
now closed.

The line was extended to Floydada 
in 1928. The tracks were fllled with 
people when that first train came in on 
October 1, 1928.

The line had begun in 1902 and 
initially ran from the end of the Frisco 
Lines at the Red River to the gypsum 
plant at Acme.

In 1909 the line was extended to 
Paducah and finally on to Floydada.

The Quanah Acme & Pacific, 
named after the famous half-breed 
Comanche Chief, Quanah Parker, 
was owned by the Frisco Lines.

As late as the early 1970’s two 
trains went through ^oydada each 
day, going each direction. They were 
called the Q.S.F (San Francisco) and 
the Q.L.A. (Los Angeles).

United Transport, a distributing 
operation for automobiles, shipped in

Mackenzie Water now a reality
July 23,1981
Floydada, Lockney, Tulia and Sil- 

verton will have water via the Mack
enzie Lake project which received 
approval of $14,731,000 in govern
ment loan on Tuesday.

The Farmer Loan Administration 
approved a loan for $7,363,000 at 5 
percent interest for 40 years.

The Texas Development of Water 
Resources Board also granted the 
Mackenzie project $7,368,000 for the 
purchase of bonds at a rate of S.6 per 
cent for 30 years.

M ackenzie officials said 
$11,326,000 will be spent on the

Congratulations to the
Floyd County Hesperian-Beacon for your
100 years of service.

G O E N

70 Years

*Crop *Home *Auto "^Farm *Life

102 East California 
Floydada 
983-3524

W. Dale Goen 
Kyle O. Smith 

Owners

and other equipment and fix cross- 
arms and line breaks in many loca
tions where poles were left standing. 
The cooperative “lost” about 300 
poles in 1978 when a similar storm hit 
near Silverton.

Higginbotham estimated the recent 
Lighthouse damage at $250,000.

Heaviest damage to Lighthouse 
equipment occurred in Floyd, Hale, 
Crosby and Dickens counties....

Several customers were without 
electricity for several days. Full serv
ice should be restored in a week to 10 
days.
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M an gold  d elivers 5000th  in fa n t
November 14,1985
On Thursday, November 7, a mile

stone in the career of Dr. W.J. Man
gold was noted by the hospital nurs
ing staff when Dr. Mangold delivered 
his 5000th baby at Lockney General 
Hospital.

The baby, a boy, was bom to Saul 
and Sylvia Rodriguez of Lockney. To

and went about re-constructing the 
jail at a minimum cost to the taxpay
ers.

Total construction cost was 
$225,531. The old building was 4636 
sq. ft. The addition of the stairwell 
enlarged the building to 5272 sq. ft. at 
a cost of $42 per square foot. Actual 
cost to Floyd County taxpayers was 
reduced to $37 per square foot be
cause of the $29,230 matching funds 
grant for the life safety equipment.

Last train out on QA&P
thousands of cars by rail, unloaded 
them and then sent them on by truck 
to the dealers.

In August of 1974 United Transport 
moved from Floydada to Amarillo 
and took delivery of their cars there.

The change affected 40 families in 
Floydada and a payroll of over 
$750,000.

It also affected Quanah where some 
35 trainmen had to be moved. The 
east and west trains were stopped and 
the QA&P has only been running 
when it was needed for freight.

Two grain elevators at Dougherty 
and one at Booth Spur will be affected 
by the cease of operations.

Also this past week offlcials of the 
Santa Fe railway announced that the 
Santa Fe depot will be closing in 
Floydada and also in Lockney.

The Santa Fe officials say that they 
expect their company to purchase the 
Frisco railway in Floydada.

transmission phase of the project 
which will take water from the reser
voir to a million gallon tank at Rock 
Creek.

Neil Taylor, manager of the water 
project, said $3,405,000 will be spent 
on the supply phase of project which 
will take raw water and treat it at the 
plant with the use of 24 inch pipes that 
run from Rock Creek to the reservoir 
for approximately seven miles.

The four million gallon per day 
treatment plant is tentatively sched
uled for construction at the base of the 
dam to utilize workers at both facili
ties.

VARIETY STORES

S in ce  1959

'yidppy 100th (Birthday 
^ Jloyd Qmnty 9kspaianr(Beacon

M em orial D ay W reaths.. .$7.99.. .$12.99 M en’s C a p s.. .$1.00 
S w im  S u p p lie s .. .$1.00 to $10.97 M en's T -Shirts.. .$4.00
Ice C h ests .. .$4.99 Sun G la sse s .. .$1.00

114 East California, Floydada

make tiie occasion more special, 
Sylvia is employed at the hospital in 
Central Supply. Even more special is 
the fact that Dr. Mangold had deliv
ered Sylvia in September of 1955.

Dr, W.J. Mangold began his prac
tice i|i Lockney in December of 1951. 
He t^livered his first baby, a boy in 
Lockney on January 14, 1952, to

Bobbie Jean Wright.
"It’s special to deliver babies for 

those I had delivered years before,” 
said Dr. Mangold. “I really like the 
ob’s and I also like the new addition 
of fathers to the delivery room. If they 
have had the childbirth classes, we let 
them go into the delivery room here 
for normal deliveries.

DR. W. J. MANGOLD

Floyd County goes 
for Ronald Reagan

November 6,1980
An astounding 73% of the eligible 

voters in Floyd County turned out for 
the election Tuesday.

Reagan carried 57% of the county 
with 2043 votes, Carter had 1477 
votes, Anderson had 24 and Clark had 
12.

The only precincts to favor Carter 
were Northwest Floydada, McCoy 
and Northeast Floydada.

Caprock Hospital 
leased to firm for 
management

September 3,1981
Caprock Hospital has been leased to 

a management firm and a new doctor 
will begin practice; both events are to 
take place October 1.

Hospital board president Aldine 
Williams, announced Tuesday that 
the management firm of Dan Powers, 
Brownfield, will assume full manage
ment responsibilities of the hospital 
on a five year lease. Powers has been 
acting as consultant for the hospital 
board during the last six months.

Joe Rice, Lubbock, will replace 
Nell McClung as administrator. Nell 
will continue at the hospital in a simi
lar capacity.

Lockney Coop's 
Sterley grain 
elevator collapses

March 10,1983 .
No one was injured when a storage 

tanlrat the Sttirley Elevator collai^scd 
about 3:00 a.m. Wednesday morning. 
A falling wall of the tank knocked 
down a power line and power was out 
in the surrounding area for about one 
hour.

As a result of the collapse, 24 mil
lion pounds of com poured onto the 
ground. Cleanup has begun and is 
expected to last about 2 weeks.

According to Gail Kring, manager 
of Lockney Coops, estimated damage 
to the tank is between $250,000 and 
$300,000.

Kring said that the suspected cause 
of the collapse was that the foundation 
gave way under the tank due to ex
tended wet weather having weakened 
the foundation, causing a pressure 
wall to pull away from the foundation.

Open house honors 
Lockney Cogdell Clinic

April 9,1981
More than 150 guests from 

Floydada, Silverton, Kress, Lubbock, 
Plainview, Crosbyton, Aiken and 
Lockney attended the open house for 
Lockney Hospital’s Cogdell Clinic.

The hospital had purchased new 
equipment through a $150,000 con
tribution from the Martha Ann 
Cogdell Hospital Trust Fund.

New items of medical equipment 
bought through the Memorial Fund 
and Equipment Fund were on display. 
They included a wheel chair, carrier, 
Gomco machine, suction machine 
and stand, 16 blood pressure cuffs for 
patient rooms, and I.V. #nd flow 
pump at a total cost of $4,166.91.

Memorial funds paid for a heart 
monitor and defibrilator.

Floyd County canneries investigated
March 4,1982
A suspected case of botulism re

ported by a Plainview doctor brought 
the Floyd County canneries to the 
attention of both state and federal 
health officials this past week.

The elderly patient, hospitalized in 
Plainview, was later p rov^  not to be 
suffering from food poisoning but 
rather from a drug reaction.

However, Ralph Godfred, investi
gator with the U.S. Food an Drug 
Administration, had already in
spected the Lockney Cannery and 
placed an embargo on cans of hot 
sauce prepared at that cannery. 
Godfrey was brought intd the matter 
because products from the cannery 
were taken across the state line into 
Oklahoma.

“We didn’t know the canneries 
were here,” Godfrey said. “There has 
never been a health inspection.”

Commissioners accompanied in
spectors to the Floydada cannery and 
were told that the Floydada cannery 
was also “deviating from good manu
facturing practices.”

No action was taken at this time 
because the canneries were not run
ning, but when the canneries do open 
they will b>e inspected again and if the 
conditions are the same the investiga
tors will take action.

The pressure cookers used in the 
county canneries, which have been 
used for an estimated 50 years, and 
are thought to be the only county 
owned and operated manufacturers in 
the state, using a direct heat method 
for processing rather than the steam 
processing considered safe by the 
health department.

Com m issioners estim ate that
10,000 cans of food were processed at 
the two cannerys the past season. The 
one in Lockney will process twice as 
much as the one in IHoydada.

The plants are set up so that peoplie 
can bring in their own vegetables and 
can )hcm themselves for a fee. Cost of 
the cans is 17 cents apiece.

Then there is a plan where the 
managers of the cannery will process 
the food on halfs for people. Gener
ally the half retained by the managers 
is sold and the money is kept by the 
fnanagers as part of their compensa
tion for the work.
I

COMMISSIONERS
STUDY ALTERNATIVES 
April 15,1982
Floyd County Commissioner’s 

Court took on the atmosphere of the 
“big cities” Monday as two television 
news crews set up tri-pods and cam
eras amid citizens who were filing in 
and being seated.

County Judge Choise Smith in
formed the citizens that the court had 
received word that there was a possi
bility the canneries could be operated 
on a “communitv cannery” basis.

The canneries are threatened with 
not opening as scheduled in July 
because the facilities do not meet 
state and federal health requirements.

A cost of $150,000 has been esti
mated necessary to upgrade the 
health standards required for com
mercial canning.

The lesser requirement for a com
munity cannery designation, for one 
cannery, could be within the county 
budget Smith indicated.

No canned goods could be sold 
through the canneries as has been 
done in the past.

The approximately 20 county citi
zens brought with them petitions 
bearing over 800 signatures asking 
the Commissioners Court to keep the 
two canneries open.

The two canneries processed more 
than 50,000 cans last year in a five- 
month-long season. The Lockney 
Cannery does at least twice as much 
business as the one at Floydada.

On days of heavy usage over 700 
cans have been processed per day.

Upgrading Cost Discussed
May 6,1982
Texas A&M Extension Depart

ment food specialist Dr. A1 B. Wag
ner told the Commissioners court that 
the cost to upgrade the equipment at 
the two Floyd County canneries, for 
commercial use, would be 50 or 60 
thousand dollars each.

To upgrade to community canner
ies the cost would be $570 each, not 
including labor.

November 11,1982
The Floyd County Commissioners 

Court decides to advertise for bids to 
sell the Floydada cannery.

Lockney Cannery Opens
August 11,1983
The Floyd County Cannery in 

Lockney opened its doors July 5 and 
is now in full operation.

Since opening in July, more than
3,000 cans of com have been proc
essed at the cannery, with 300 cans of 
peas and 225 cans of soup also being 
processed.

Happy lyirthday to you 
Happy lyirthday to you 
Happy lyirthday to you
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House Bill 72 changes explained
October 4,1984
A public meeting at Duncan Ele

mentary School, September 22. drew 
an excellent response from parents.

Facts were presented on House Bill 
72 as they pertain to the local school 
system to a gathering of approxi
mately 100 people.

The foremost item presented at this 
meeting was the average daily atten
dance count. Money from state and 
federal sources is apportioned based 
on the ADA count in each school 
district....

FISD will no longer have social

promotions. All students must make a 
subject grade of 70 in order to ad
vance...

A statewide school calendar will go 
into effect with the 1985-86 school 
year. No school in Texas will begin 
the fall term before September 1 in 
1985.

Beginning with the 1985-86 school 
year, kindergarten, first and second 
grade classes will have one teacher for 
every 22 students. In the 1988-89 
school year this ratio will be instituted 
in the third and fourth grades was 
well.
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¥«t>: C om m issioners, Cave and  
Miller battle over law books

'il

TRAIN TRAVELS ON FLOODED TRACKS BETWEEN LOCKNEY 
AND STERLEY IN 1941Com m issioners impose

new  tnxeS on veh icles county ravaged by flood conditions
May 17,1984
A source o f controversy in 

Com m issioner’s Court Monday, 
May 14, was a resolution implement
ing a new tax in Floyd County. The 
resolution was passed with Choise 
Smith, Jack Lackey and Sam Spence 
voting for the measure and Bob Jar-

rett voting against it with Thomas 
Warren abstaining.

The resolution reads, “Each ve
hicle in Floyd County will be charged 
an additional fee of$5.00 for register
ing a vehicle in the state with the 
proceeds being deposited in the 
County Road and Bridge Funds.

Hispanics file civil rights lawsuit
December 27,1984
A class action lawsuit was filed 

December 21, in United States Dis
trict Court in Lubbock against the 
City of Floydada.

Plaintiffs in the suit, Francisco 
Morales, Angelita Cortinas, Higino 
Villareal and Alberto Juarez, have 
also named Mayor Parnell Powell 
and five city councilmen, Gary 
Carthel, Don Green, Wayne Russell, 
Frank Breed and Leroy Bums as de- 
fendents in the suit.

The suit alleges that election of at- 
large councilmen is unconstitutional 
under the 14th and 15th amendments 
ar.d that such elections are a violation 
of the voting rights act.

The suit asks U.S. District Judge 
Albert O. Woodward to order the 
replacement of the present at-large 
system with a single member district.

The plaintiffs claim that at-large 
elections dilute or cancel Mexican-

American voting strength.
The lawsuit was instigated after 

members of the Floydada Chapter of 
the League of United Latin American 
Citizens appeared at the November 
13 City Council meeting and issued 
an ultimatum to establish single 
member districts by November 30 or 
face a lawsuit.

Floydada city officials requested 
information from state officials re
garding the applicability of federal 
law in this instance since the city has 
a population of under 5,000 and is 
governed by Texas General Law.

State authorities notified the city, 
in a letter received on December 6, 
that “as a general law city operating 
under Chapter 1-10 with no city char
ter, there is no state law authorizing 
implementation of single member 
districts. Therefore, you may not 
have single member districts.”

Blacksmith shop dedicated as historical site
April 5,1984
Dedication services of the original 

location of the Bum’s Blacksmith 
Shop will be held April 13 at the 
Lockney City Hall, the location of the 
original shop.

The Bum’s Blacksmith Shop was 
established in 1900 by J.E. Bums. It

was the first blacksmithing shop 
opened in Lockney. It was later ex
panded and moved across the street to 
the east.

The shop operated for 35 years and 
at times employed as many as 12 
smithies at one time.

64 students affected by no pass no play
October 24,1985
At the end of the 1st six weeks of 

school there are some 64 Lockney 
High School and Junior High stu
dents who are directly affected by the 
State’s new “no-pass no-play” rule.

According to the State no-pass, no

play rule, these 64 students will be 
ineligible for extra-curricular activi
ties for the next six weeks. They will 
also be barred from any practice ses
sions and will only be able to resume 
extra-curricular activities, if, after the 
end of the next six weeks they are 
making a 70 or above in all classes.

Vicki's 
Kustom 
Kuts

V

M • A

! !

• • Vicki Christian
111 W. California, Floydada 983-2439

October 9,1986
The county was bombarded last 

week with rain measurements which 
reached as much as a reported 12 
inches in Lockney and approximately 
11 inches in a 24-hour period at South 
Plains. Barwise reportedly received 9 
inches.

Bulk of the moisture came Thurs
day and in the early morning hours 
Friday.

According to one report, “selected 
spots had probably 50 percent dam
age to cropland,” due to hail on 
Wednesday. The storm did leave 
destruction in its path around Peters
burg.

Apparently the same cloud passed 
south of Floydada and on to the east, 
leaving crop damage in its path. Both 
cotton and grain sorghum were dam
aged by this cloud. Some cotton was 
observed stringing from bolls and 
grain was shattered from heads. Hail, 
which started about 9 p.m. south of 
Floydada, “lasted about 30 minutes.” 

“Baseball size hail” fell on land 
north of South Plains.

Pumpkins Lost
Mack Hickerson had to cancel 

contracts on about “42 semi-loads of 
pumpkins” because of the damage 
caused from rain and hail. “I had 200 
acres of pumpkins, which is about 
three million pounds of marketable 
pumpkins, sold and going to market 
from Floyd County all ruined."

Hickerson estimates about 17 1/2 
inches of rain fell on the pumpkins in 
the South Plains area and about 121/ 
2 indies fell in Lockney area. “Base
ball size hail ruined some of them.”

First Hail, Then Floods
In this county, it was a case of “first 

the hail and then the rain.” Basically, 
the Wednesday hail struck in south
ern portions of the county, and 
Thur^ay’s moisture was primarily 
heavier in the north. South Plains 
caught both blasts.

On Thursday, the clouds—after- 
math of Hurricane Paine—contin
ued, dropping some moisture 
throughout the county and excessive 
moisture in certain areas.

Heaviest amounts appeared—dur
ing a Friday morning plane tour of the 
county—to have been from Lockney 
to South Plains and around Barwise.

Six Floyd County roads were 
blocked by water. The South Plains 
community was literally a land of 
lakes, with water standing in town as 
well as surrounding areas. Farmroads 
entering South Plains from any direc
tion were under water.

More than one report of 11 inches in 
that community was received. This 
spanned a 24-hour periot^ ending 
early Friday morning.

Lwkney was also inundated, with 
several highways, roads and city

FISD converting to 
single member districts

March 13,1986
Realizing the “strong possibility” 

of the Floydada school district facing 
a lawsuit to compel a single member 
district election system for trustess, 
the school board voted Monday night 
to convert from at-large to single 
member district status.

QUALITY BODY SHOP
Complet* Auto Body - Paint & Olaaa - Unibody Spaclallat

I' II

i f lh a ld o nJohnny
Johnny Bill Sue, Owner 121 Bast Missouri
Sheldon Sue SINCE 1962 Floydada

streets being covered with water by 
late Thursday afternoon. Some resi
dences and buildings were entered by 
water.

Comparisons to 1941 have been 
heard, particularly from Lockney and 
South Plains residents. Some persons 
remembered when various lakes “ran 
together” in 1941, a situation which 
was reenacted last week.

At least one individual believes the 
’86 moisture was heavier than ’41, 
which has long been remembered as 
an extremely “wet year”.

Herman Graham, at Muncy Eleva
tor, reported only 4 and three tenths 
inches at his location, however water 
ran from north of Muncy to the lake 
which spans Highway 70 and as of 
early this week. Highway 70 remains 
closed to through traffic from Lock
ney to Muncy.

Graham reported that he does not 
remember the water ever being on the 
highway since he moved to Muncy in 
1959.

Graham estimated the water was 2 
feet deep on the highway.

East of Lockney, on highway 135, 
where the Workman’s reside, houses 
were nearly under water. Mrs. Work
man reported that their cellar is pres
ently filled with water.

One of the hardest hit Lockney area 
farmers was Bruce Williams, who in 
addition to having much of his farm 
land flooded by rain water, lost his 
entire herd of sheep. “I spent all day 
Thursday trying to move the sheep 
but there was so much water that I 
could not get the sheep out and all but 
one of them drowned,” commented 
Williams.

Williams also went out in a boat to 
the area and found his sheep dog, a 
Great Pyrenees, literally hanging by 
her head in one of the trees under 
which the sheep had gathered.

She was sav^ .
The South Plains office of the 

Lockney Cooperatives reported that 
Friday morning there were about 18 
inches of water standing inside the 
gin building and the 22 foot deep 
press pit below the gin was also full.

Reports from most of the residents 
and farmers in the south portion of the 
South Plains community blamed the 
railroad for the standing water. There 
are no bridges under the railway that 
runs through the community, there 
are only two small culverts and they 
were not carrying tfie water fast 
enough to drain the flood waters off of 
the saturated land.

1986-87
In May 1986, David Cave of Spur, 

was elected to the position of judge of 
the 110th Judicial District.

He is to succeed George Miller. A 
difference of only 161 votes separated 
the two contestants in the four county 
race and ended a bitterly fought race 
between the two.

The change in the office also 
brought about a five month contro
versy reported in this newspaper.

When Miller was vacating his of
fice in October, 1986, a dispute arose 
over the rightful ownership of law 
books Miller was moving out of his 
office.

County Commissioner Jack Lackey 
filed suit against Miller. Lackey was 
ultimately joined in the suit by the 
Commissioner’s Court.

In the February 26,1987 issue. The 
Hesperian reported, “the dispute over 
ownership of the law books is settled.

“Miller released any claim to any 
and all law books and the 
Com m issioner’s Court released 
Miller from any demands or ‘causes 
of action.’”

CAVE ABOLISHES COUNTY 
AUDITOR POSITION

In the November 20, 1986 issue, 
another political storm, associated 
with Judge Cave erupted when after 
taking office he abolished the office 
of county auditor and terminated the 
current office holder, Bobbie Hamil
ton.

In the next week’s edition. The 
Hesperian told of a civil suit filed by 
Commissioner Jack Lackey against

Hamilton.
This suit led to a temporary restrain

ing order, signed by Judge Cave, 
being issued to Hamilton and de
manding that she turn over copies of 
information, concerning Lackey, 
which she would be presenting to the 
grand jury the following day.

Cave said, “It appeared to the court 
that Lackey would suffer irreparable 
damage if a restraining order is not 
entered.”

Facing contempt of court, Hamilton 
turned over copies of her information 
to Lackey’s attorney.

The injunction against Hamilton 
read: “Your plaintiff (Lackey) would 
show the Court that, apparently the 
said Bobbie Hamilton has gathered 
information in her capacity as Floyd 
County Auditor and is alleging some 
form of impropriety as the part of her 
business as the auditor of Floyd 
County.”

The December 4, 1986 edition 
covered a civil suit by Lackey against 
Hamilton in extensive detail.

The suit was filed by Lackey in an 
attempt to find out what type of infor
mation Hamilton would present to 
the grand jury.

Over 20 points were addressed in 
areas that Hamilton considered ir
regular.

The February 5, 1987 issue of The 
Hesperian reported that Lackey, 
Commissioner of Pet. #4, had ten
dered his resignation to the Floyd 
County Commissioners Court.

No formal charges were ever made 
against Lackey. •
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Voting district lawsuit 
has reached settlement

February 27,1986
A long awaited decision in the vot

ing district lawsuit facing the City of 
Floydada has been reached. In a 
compromise settlement, the City of 
Floydada will begin electing city 
council members by district at the 
next election, which is as yet un
scheduled.

The city council size will increase 
from the current five member panel to 
a six member panel as proposed in the 
order signed by United States District 
Judge Halbert O. Woodward in Lub
bock on February 18. The order 
settles a December 1984 federal suit 
challenging the at-large system of 
election in Floydada in favor of single 
member district elections.

Judge Woodward’s order states 
that Floydada denies intentionally

discriminating against minorities. 
The order does point out that evi
dence exists to suggest that at-large 
elections may dilute minority voting 
strength. Under a 1982 amendment to 
the Voting Rights Act, the plaintiffs 
are required only to show that dis
crimination is the effect of an at-large 
system, not that intentional discrimi
nation has occurred.

Floydada is apparently the second 
smallest Texas city to go to single 
member districts. Floydada has a 
population of 4195 people Taft, a city 
of 3500, is the smallest city to go to a 
single member district system ac
cording to Rolando Rios, attorney for 
the Southwest Voter Registration and 
Education Project in San Antonio. 
SVREP provided research assistance 
to the plaintiffs in the Floydada law
suit.

Former Floydada resident carries 
Jessica McClure to ambulance

END OF ORDEAL-Wide-eyed Jessica McOure is 
whisked away to a waiting ambulance by Bill Queen, 
a Midland Fire Department paramedic and a former

Floydada resident
Photo Courtesy of Scott Shaw of 

The Odessa American

October 29,1987
A collective sigh was breathed 

Friday night, October 23, across West 
Texas as news spread that 18-month- 
old Jessica McClure had been re
moved from an abandoned water well 
in Midland. This ended a 58 1/2 hour 
ordeal that captured attention 
throughout the United States and in 
some foreign countries.

A famous picture of Jessica 
McClure being carried to a waiting 
ambulance was featured in this issue 
of The Hesperian, courtesy of Scott 
Shaw of the Odessa American.

Carrying McClure was a former 
Floydada resident, and Midland fire
man, Bill Queen. He is the son of 
Evalene Boyd of Floydada and L.W. 
Queen of Midland. He has about 30 
relatives in Floydada community.

When McClure was pulled from 
the well, cheers rose from football 
stadiums across the South Plains 
when the good news was announced.

Her tiny body was wrapped in 
towels and tape as Midland para
medic Robert O’Donnell yanked Jes

sica from her entombment 22 feet 
below the surface. Queen carried the 
infant, who blinked at the bright 
lights surrounding her, to the ambu
lance.

Queen had been placed on standby 
because of his mine and cave experi
ence. However, the rescue shaft, 
drilled parallel to the hole which held 
Jessica captive, was too small for him 
to enter.

Janet Courtroul, the former Janet 
Watts, of the Barwise community, 
rocked the celebrity , Jessica 
McClure, to sleep in the ICU unit of 
Midland Memorial Hospital. She is 
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. H.G. 
(Red) Watts.

In Floydada, 267 individuals have 
signed sheets which The Hesperian 
'  will be mailing with a giant card to 
Jessica. In addition, $45.69 was do
nated to the youngster.

Approximately 500 Lockney resi
dents signed sheets, bringing the 
number of Floyd County persons 
wishing Jessica well to over 750.

Family of county namesake to attend dedication
June 19,1986
Dolphin Ward Floyd never e.itered 

the county which was later to bear his 
name, but the Alamo veteran obvi
ously would be proud when a Texas 
Historical marker honoring him is 
erected this Saturday on the Floyd 
County Courthouse lawn.

The marker dedication ceremony 
will have as special guests members 
of the Floyd family.

Floydada was selected as site for 
the third annual reunion of the entire 
Floyd clan in order that they might 
participate in the marker dedication.

Dolphin Ward Floyd was one of 32 
Gonzales men who responded to Lt. 
Col William B. Travis’ letter for help 
at the besieged Alamo. According to 
historians, these were the lone volun
teers.

Floyd and the other Gonzales vol
unteers were killed, along with Travis 
and his men. Floyd was only 32 years 
old at the time.

County cannery 
auction slated

November 28,1985
A proposal by Gregg and Forten

berry Auction services was accepted 
for the disposal of the Floyd County 
Cannery and it’s contents during a 
special session o f the 
Commissioner’s Court.

The proposal calls for a public 
auction of the cannery inventory and 
it’s building on December 7,1985.

The cannery, in Lockney, was built 
in the 1930’sasaproject of the Works 
Progress Administration. It will close 
at the end of November.

The increased cost of cans and the 
cost of keeping it open, among other 
factors have brought about the clos
ing.

The last cannery of this era in Texas 
was built so that people in the com
munity would have a convenient and 
inexpensive place to preserve their 
homegrown food.

Two army barracks were con
nected and used for the building. 
Some of the equipment is the original 
equipment placed in the building at 
that time.

During the busy canning season as 
many as 2(X)0 cans could be proc
essed.

Eunice “Pete” Hulcy and D a is j^ r  
Dipprey, were employed by the 
county to work in the cannery. Sally 
Griffith was also well known for her 
help at the cannery.
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CRP inquires received
January  29,1987
Jon LaBaume, district conserva

tionist for the Soil Conservation 
Service, expects a significant number 
of bids during the next CRP signing 
period, Feb. 9-27.

CRP is a 10-year land retirement 
program offered by the United States 
Department of Agriculture (USDA).

Five-year crop history and produc
tion and soil type have been the basis 
for determining eligibility for the 
previous three bidding periods, 
which were in March, April and 
August of last year.

This county had 473,322 acres in 
cultivation as of Sept. 1, 1986. The 
division between non-irrigated and 
irrigated was “pretty even”; 259,000 
irrigated acres and 214,000 dryland 
acres.

Nineteen percent of this county’s 
cropland is categorized as erodible 
soil under the new CRP standards.

Highest bids accepted for Area I 
land in the three previous signing 
periods has been $40 per acre per 
year. Area I has a “huge area” which 
spans 50 West Texas counties.

A cost-sharing program is now 
available to “get grass established” 
on CRP land, with a maximum of $55 
per acre.

M arch 26,1987
The total number of Floyd County 

acres now assigned to the CRP pro
gram is 45,615 acres or about 9.125 
percent of the county’s approxi
mately 495,000 total acres or crop
land. Two hundred and six plots have 
been accepted into the program.

Marker dedication held
September 3,1987
A twin marker dedication was held 

for the Camp Resolution site, Sun
day, August 30, five miles south of 
Quitaque, 16miles northeast of South 
Plains in the extreme northeast comer 
of Floyd County, adjacent to Farm 

^ R o a d  1065. This is near both the 
^fl^uitaque Creeks and Los Lingos 
~Lreek and near both the Briscoe and 

Motley county lines.
The 4th Cavalry Regiment, dressed 

in 1870's model Cavalry uniforms, 
opened the ceremony by riding to the 
area in columns of two, displaying the 
colors and leading the riderless horse 
(in memory of the soldiers slain near 
the site.)

The marker pays tribute to the men 
who tried and failed to set up a trade 
route between Austin and Santa Fe.

August 30, 1841 five members of a 
military escort of the Texas Santa Fe 
expedition were killed by Kiowa 
Indians while scouti ng for the expedi
tion camped at “Camp Resolution.”

According to Marisue Potts, repre
sentative of the Daughters of the 
Republic of Texas, “Fifty odd mer

chants, pioneers, and their military 
escort of 270 departed from the 
Austin area June 19, 1841 facing 
hardships, starvation, privations and 
death. Thirty-five men died before 
August when camp was set up along 
the confluence of the Los Lingos and 
Quitaque creeks at a place to be 
named Camp Resolution. It was so 
named because of the men’s decision 
to make a “resolute stand” at that spot 
and send a party of approximately 
100 men to New Mexico for help. ^

While the remaining men waited, a 
scouting party was am bushed, 
scalped and mutilated by 150 Kiowas 
2 1/2 miles east of the markers loca
tion.

On September 18th a “rescue 
party” arrived to lead them to New 
Mexico. However they were captured 
by the Mexican government and 
imprisoned in Santa Fe. They were 
then marched 2,000 miles to Mexico 
City where they endured terrible 
hardships. Eventually the men who 
survived were released and sent to 
their homelands.”

October 7,1987
In anticipation of making Floyd 

County “Pumpkin Capital U.S.A.” 
and celebrating it every year, the 
Floydada Chamber of Commerce 
will have their very first “Punkin 
Day” on Friday, October 30.

Among the activities planned were

Terra International
wishes the

Floyd County 
Hesperian-Beacon

a Happy 100th Birthday

Our Place Drive In
402 N. 2nd. Floydâ ia 

9&3-3003

All flavors 
Including sugar-free

Kathy Ross, Owner

Q
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Pumpkin pioneer B. A. 
(Slim) Robertson dies

, Jlr - - ■- '
T I i a . ■

July 27,1989
The courtly gentleman deemed 

responsible for the beginning of 
Floydada’s pumpkin mania, B.A. 
“Slim” Robertson, died Tuesday 
morning, July 25 at 8:50 a.m. at 
Caprock Hospital. Robertson, a resi
dent of Floydada for 64 years, was 85 
years old.

Robertson will be remembered by 
Royd County citizens as the man who 
pioneered commercial production of 
the pumpkin as a commodity in this 
county, nearly 32 years ago leading to 
the celebration of the Punkin Days 
Festival each October. According to a 
headline in a 1987 Dallas Morning 
News story, “Pumpkins Put Roydada

On The Map.”
In a feature article in the Oct. 29, 

1987 issue o f The H esperian, 
Robertson said, “The first ones 
(pumpkins) I planted were north of 
Barwise on Boyd land. I think I 
planted 10 acres that first year.” He 
worked that plot for 23 years, con
tinually producing pumpldns.

As the volume of customers grew, 
so did his acreage.

Robertson, who was affectionately 
dubbed “The Pumpkin Man,” was so 
well know for his pumpkins that sev
eral years ago an out of town letter 
addressed to “The Pumpkin Patch 
Southwest of Roydada, Texas” ar
rived without a question or delay at 
his door.

B.A. ROBERTSON

R u ral ra il tra n sp o rta tio n  
f ig h t in g  to  sa v e  ra ilro a d

Local prison site discussed
April 23,1987
This edition of the paper featured 

an in-depth story on the first meeting 
held to discuss Roydada’s future bid 
for a minimum security prison.

The drive for the prison was led by 
Bill Hale, president of the Roydada 
Development Company. His hard 
work on this project led to a Extra 
Mile Award from the Floydada 
Chamber of Commerce.

The first meeting addressed citi
zens concerns and answered ques
tions from the floor. Endorsements 
for the prison were received by the 
city and the Chamber of Commerce.

“We are looking at a minimum 
security prison the size of approxi
mately 500 inmates originally with

short term growth to 1,000. Because 
of the intense competition the mini
mum financial incentive that can be 
offered will be free land site and utili
ties established to the edge of the site 
at no cost.

The Hesperian was to print a survey 
asking for citizens to vote for or 
against the proposed prison. The 
newspaper also tallied the votes.

In the May 7, 1987 edition the 
paper reported 212 people voted, with 
160 people being for the prison and 52 
voting against.

Many months of hard work was put 
into the effort and in the October 29, 
1987 edition the paper reported 
Roydada had not been chosen as a 
site for the prison.

September 28,1989
County Commissioner Connie 

Bearden, the Roydada representa
tive on the South Plains Rural Rail 
Transportation District, voted Thurs
day, along with all the other members 
to pursue the purchase of Santa Fe 
Railway’s financially troubled Lub
bock cluster.

The railroad district - made up of 
representatives of eight South Plains 
counties - was formed two years ago. 
It has no taxing authority but can 
issue revenue bonds or seek donation 
to raise money.

To gain bargaining power, the 
District has hired a Dallas based fi

nancial investor to help prepare an 
offer and try to sell up to $2 million in 
revenue bonds to interested shippers 
to pay for track rehabilitation.

The 224 mile cluster includes lines 
from Lubbock to Brow nfield- 
Seagraves, Levelland-Whiteface, 
Roydada, Crosbyton and Lamesa.

Santa Fe, which is struggling with 
$ 1.4 billion in debt and a $ 1 billion in 
litagation, has had the cluster on the 
market for two years.

The railroad lost approximately 
$4.8 million on the cluster last year.

$5.3 million in rehabilitation is 
needed to improve the lines to allow 
for 25 mph traffic.

South P lains School closes
June 23,1988

South Plains School concluded its 
V 1 1 1 ^  existence May 3 L it was the last ruralDougherty School era closes school in Royd County and one of

™  • ' only seven in Texas.
Opened in 1895 as Sunset School, 

district number eight the educationalMay 28,1987
This edition featured an in-depth 

history of the Dougherty school.
The school was scheduled to close 

it’s doors for the last time. May 29, 
1987.

The history of the school spanned

over half a century.
“Forced” was a word frequently 

used by Doughertyites to explain 
their school’s light. Additional state 
mandates were met for several years, 
but even more stipulations have fi
nally forced the school’s closing.

institution which was moved in 1929 
to the new town of South Plains had a 
lengthy and proud heritage.

Fewer persons living on the land • 
and the accompanying enrollment 
decline - plus more rigid state require
ments led to the inevitable: closing of 
the beloved South Plains School.

Lockney Seniors form organization

CAMP RESO LU nO N -M em bers of the 4th Cavalry Regiment displayed 
the Colors and a riderless horse at the historical m arker dedication at 
Camp Resolution ceremonies, Aug. 30,1987.

Punkin  D ay debuts in 1987
the best costume; biggest and small
est pumpkin, prettiest com and ugli
est gourd and best painted and carved 
pumpkin.

(Editor’s Note: There was approxi
mately 2 1/2 weeks to plan the first 
Punkin Days, however it was a big 
success. The rest is History!)

February 5,1987
Lockney Senior Citizens organiza

tion got off the ground and airborne 
last Thursday.

Discussion was held about a perma
nent center and activities.

Jim Reynolds, editor of The Lock
ney Beacon devoted a considerable 
amount of print space to the Senior 
Citizens efforts. In fact, the work 
done by The Beacon on the behalf of 
the organization led to The Lockney 
Beacon winning the Panhandle Press 
Association’s Award for Community 
Service.

August 6,1987
Lockney Beacon
Lockney Senior Citizens gathered 

in their new building last Friday eve
ning to celebrate the July birthdays of 
its members. This is the first official 
activity that has been held in the new 
building.

There were about 80 members in 
attendance.

Card tables have arrived at the 
center. With stamps, members have 
purchased a wall clock, a mirror for 
the men’s restroom, and a set of large 
stainless steel mixing bowls for the 
kitchen.

Lamplighter Inn now 
wears historical marker

May 28,1987
Forty-two descendants of .the 

Moorehead and Daily families joined 
friends and well wisher on Saturday 
to help dedicated the Sesquicenten- 
nial Historical Marker to the old 
Commercial Hotel (now Lamplighter 
Inn).

Unveiling of the marker was done 
by Dorothy Hotchkiss, granddaugh
ter of W.P. Daily, who along with 
husband, Johnny Hotchkiss, are cur
rent owners of Tlie Lamplighter Inn.

The marker reads as follows: 
Commercial Hotel; Alabama native 
William P. Daily (1865-1941) and his 
family arrived in Royd County in 
1911, settling briefly in the Muncy 
community (5 mi. N). After moving 
to Roydada to open a feed, coal, and 
wagon yard. Daily recognized the 
need for a hotel here. Construction 
began in 1912, and the hotel opened 
in January 1913, with 21 guestrooms. 
Catering mostly to traveling sales
men, Daily transported them from the 
railroad station in a horse-drawn 
buggy, and allowed them to display 
their wares in the hotel lobby. The

Do You 
W o n d e r  

W h a t  
Will  Be 

R e p o r t e d  
In The  

Ne x t  100  
Y e a r s ?

hotel was renamed The Lamplighter 
Inn in 1964.”

Congratulations tp tljiê  
Floyd County 

H esperian-Beacon  
for a Century in 

Floyd County

Lockney Insurance Agency
Jerry Cooper

105 North Main, Lockney 
65^3347

We have been lighting your way for 54 years 
w hile you have been lighting ours since 1896

Congratulations!!

Robert Webb, Lockney; Doug Cherry, Silverton; Mita Chavarria & Randy Duke, Floydada

Together
We Can Make This Area
CROW! _  _  _  .  SOUTHWESTERN 

S P  S i  PUBLIC SERVICE 
COMPANY
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Desert Storm assault 
began during banquet

February 23,1991 
The onset of fighting in the Middle 

East and the Persian Gulf coinciden
tally came at the time Posting of the 
Colors was taking place for the 43rd 
annual Floydada Chamber of Com
merce Banquet. Local native son. 
Major General Robert Dempsey of 
the U. S. Air Force was guest speaker 
for the evening.

A patriotic red, white, and blue

color scheme enhanced the evening 
and few were left with dry eyes before 
it ended. The Community Band per
formed a series of patriotic tunes and 
the National Anthem was sung by 
those gathered.

Veterans were recognized as songs 
associated with each branch of the 
military service played. The singing 
of America The Beautiful ended the 
evening.

Floyd County families 
send members to Gulf

1990
Several Floyd County residents 

were called upon to serve in Opera
tion Desert Storm in the Middle East. 
Among those known to be stationed 
in that area were:

Abel Ballejo, Ken Bishop, An
thony Brocato, James Bums, Jason 
Carthel, Derek Cheek, Laron Cheek, 
Isreal Cuellar, James Fannon, Ronald 
Ferguson, Adolfo Garcia, Russell 
Graves, Jeff Griffith, Clay Hamilton, 
Jeffrey Todd Hodges, Henry How
ard, Jayme Jones, Shawn Moore, 
Joseph Cory Mulder, James Owens, 
Efren Perez, JJ Perez, Kelly Reed, 
Rodolfo Rodriguez, Chuck Rowley,

Jennifer Kinslow Sheehan, John Paul 
Vergara, Shannon Vinson, Tracy 
Warren, and Kenneth Young.

These military people were called 
upon to continue using their training 
and skill as the operation escalated 
into Desert Storm. The original as
sault on Iraq began on February 23 ac
cording to military press releases.

The Hesperian-Beacon published a 
weekly list of those known to be in
volved in the effort.

Other supportive local events in
cluded Yellow Ribbon drives, mail
ing care packages from home to loved 
ones in the Middle East, and many 
prayer vigils.

Desert Storm hosts local military
August 23,1990 
Several military personnel from 

the Flovd County area are now 
serving in Operation Desert Shield in 
the Middle East. At home, local sup
port for the troops has been shown by

the displaying of red, white and blue 
ribbons in honor of those serving in 
the Persian Gulf and Middle East. 
The ribbons can be seen on flag poles, 
homes and the Ribbon Tree at the 
Floyd County Courthouse.

Terrell Family loses member
March 7, 1991

U. S. Army PFC. Corey Winkle, 
nephew of Helen Terrell of Floydada 
and grandson of former Floydada

residents Frank and Pauline Webb, 
was killed in a noncombat grenade 
accident during Operation Desert 
Storm.

Amerail buys local spur
April 5, 1990

According to the April 5 issue of 
the Hesperian, the Floydada Spur of 
the Atchison, Topeka and the Santa 
Fe Railroad Co. was purchased by 
Amerail, an Illinois-based subsidiary 
of TEMCO Corporation. A company 
spokesman said the spur would con
tinue to operate as the Floydada &

Plainview Railroad.

Floyd County Commissioner for 
Precinct #1 Connie Bearden credited 
the formation of an area association 
of parties interested in purchasing the 
line with attracting a buyer. He said 
until interest was shown, no one was 
interested in buying the line.

Landfill delimma continues
1990
A small item in the January 4 issue 

notified county residents that the 
Dougherty dump ground would be 
closed as of January 15 by order of the 
Floyd County Com m issioners 
Court.This will mean that residentsof 
the southeast part of the county will 
be disposing of their trash at the 
Floydada Municipal Landfill.

The Floydada landfill continued to 
be involved in the on-going process 
of expanding the facility and has

encountered numerous setbacks in 
the pursuit. A combination of state 
and federal restrictions blocks the 
project at regular intervals as the cost 
escalates on a monthly basis.

A joint work session between the 
county, the City of Lockney and the 
City of Floydada produced the con
clusion that county wide cooperation 
would be necessary in order to solve 
the landfill problems of Floyd County 
and both cities.

CHD confronts flnancial woes
1990
1990 marked the year citizens of 

Floydada and Caprock Hospital Dis
trict finally came to grips with linger
ing problems involving Caprock 
Hospital in Floydada. Plagued by 
lingering problems and a long history 
of mismanagement, the facility had 
gone deeply in debt and directors 
voted for a 14 cent increase (more

Old Fashioned Saturday revived
A Hundred Years Later

1990
First held in 1990 to commemorate 

the 100th anniversary of the county,
Lockney’s Old Fashioned Saturday is 
still going strong five years later.
Games, food and merchandise booths 
as well as downtown businesses are

open to resemble the long ago weekly 
Saturday traffic from those living in 
rural areas. Music and dancing also 
featured. Those attending truely en
joy the friendly and festive atmos
phere of the small town turned out to 
celebrate Saturdays.

Loo kinj forward to another 100 yearsi/

KUDY’S BARBER SHOP
39 Years of Service

Rudy Zachary 
Owner

108 S. Main 
Lockney

LOCKNEY CHILDREN CELEBRATE 4TH-The 
Lockney youngsters have started a bike parade which 
they enjoy every 4th of July complete with patriotic 
bikes and flags carried by Boy Scouts. Parents nurch

beside the riders and the police department heads the 
parade with patriotic music playing over the loud 
speakers.

Staff Photo

District Attorney and District Judge 
spend year in turmoil and in court

1990:
A dispute between 110th District 

Judge David Cave and the District 
Attorney, Becky McPherson erupted 
in June. He demanded an accounting 
of funds received by the DA’s office 
for services as County Attorney Pro 
Tern, and in July, appointed an out
side auditor to provide it.

Legal council for the DA and the 
local Commissioners Court stated 
that he believed the judge did not have 
the authority to appoint a special 
auditor to audit a single office, but 
said in the interest of clearing up any 
misunderstandings, records would be 
released to the auditors.

Auditors requested a meeting with

McPherson on July 17 which she 
reportedly did not make due to obli
gations in court. On July 16, Cave 
ordered her to appear on July 19 in a 
contempt hearing for not turning over 
the records requested. He stated that 
he would hear the contempt proce
dure.

McPherson filed a motion to re
quest that Cave be removed and the 
contempt charge heard by an impar
tial judge. This motion was granted 
after a hearing before 121st District 
Judge Ray Anderson on July 20.

This was followed by a series of 
events including appointment of spe
cial prosecutors to handle cases in the 
DA’s office as Cave maintained the

DA had forfeited her ability to prose
cute cases by accepting another pub
lic office (County Attorney Pro Tern). 
Cave also seized a tape recording of 
an executive session discussion in 
Commissioners Court concerning 
using McPherson as county attorney 
on a case basis.

An announcement on September 
20 informed those concerned that the 
audit was complete. The audit was 
taken under consideration by Judge 
McCoy and no disposition of the in
formation had been made by year’s 
end.

Judge Bill McCoy in October de
clined to hear any further proceedings 
on the contempt charges.

Texas plains are plagued by drought
February 8,1990 
A February 8, 1990 Farm Page 

headline read “County needs two to 
eight inches.’’ This heralded an ex- 

' tended period during which rain was

scarce and moisture levels fell with 
each successive month.

This drought situation continues as 
we prepare to publish this special 
edition. According to area sources,

this period represents the driest pe
riod in weather recording history for

Floyd County. Record keeping began 
in 1911.

N uclear detonation nam ed after F loydada
August 15,1991
Floydada may be a small town but 

it’s named will be remembered in a 
big way after Thursday's underground 
nuclear test in Nevada. Floydada has 
been designated as the code name of 
that explosion.
A Department of Energy news re

lease states that the nuclear test has a 
yield between 20 and ISO kilotons 
and has been scheduled for 9 a.m., 
Thursday, at the U.S. Department of 
Energy’s Nevada test site (about 80 
miles northwest of Las Vegas).

Jim Boyer, a spokesman for the 
DOE explained that the name of the 
tests are picked by laboratories under 
contract with DOE.

“There are two laboratories that put 
these tests together,’’ said Boyer. 
“They are of the University of

California and under contract with 
the DOE. They are also the ones who 
pick the names.
the Los Alamos lab in New Mexico 
started selecting small communities 
in Texas. Most of the names have 
been chosen from West Texas and 
Southwestern Texas. The most recent 
one was named after Bexar County.’’

“The old military style alphabet 
used to be used to name the tests; such 
as ABEL, BAKER, CHARLIE and 
DOG. We ran out of alphabet real 
quick and the labs came up with the 
idea of naming them in categories.

“At one time the test were named 
after cheeses and then they started

naming them after ghost towns. They 
ran out of these categories and tnen

No matter how the name was cho
sen, Floydada will no doubt be re
m em ber^ for at least a little while in 
Nevada.

The news release from the DOE 
also stated, “It is possible that some 
people outside the test site may feel a 
slight earth tremor immediately after 
the detonation, especially if they are 
on the upper levels of high structures 
where earth motion is magnified. 
Managers of high rise structures in 
Las Vegas are advised not to have 
workers in precarious locations at the 
time of detonation.”

First Baptist is 100 years old
August 15,1991
The First Baptist Church in

than 70 percent) in ad valorem prop
erty taxes to makeup the shortfall and 
undertake other im provem ents 
deemed necessary.

Following a long and heated cam
paign for a rollback by citizens op
posed to the tax hike, CHD voters 
gave overwhelming approval to the 
increase by vetoing a tax roll back by 
a vote of 1125 to 271.

By The Way debuts guii^ing makes way 
January 4,1990 f o r  downtowii park
Alice Gilroy’s By the Way Col

umn debuted in the January 4, 1990 
issue of the Floyd County Hesperian.
Readers never know if, in her infinite 
wisdom. Publisher and Editor Gilroy 
will embarrass anybody (herself in
cluded) for a laugh or stand tall on her 
soap box. Some weeks, she does both.

Doucette purchases 
FNB in Lockney

January 18,1990

Floydada will celebrate a Centenniel 
with three days of special activities 
August 16,17, and 18. Dedication of 
a historical marker is scheduled for 
Sunday, August 18.

County Redistricts
1990

Floyd County began the task of 
redistricting voting precincts in July. 
The action came following results of 
the 1990 census count. Redistricting 
was necessary due to total population 
and distribution of minority voting 
strength. The county is now more than 
40% minority population.

The cost of redistricting was placed 
at approximately $3000. A commit
tee comprised of: Fidel Martinez, Jeff 
Johnson, Kelton Shaw, John 
Campbell, Jessie Garza, Alex Wall, 
and Margaret Herrera was appointed 
to investigate different options for 
districting.

New districts were adopted on 
August 29 based on a total county 
population of 8497 and ethnic popu
lations o f4759 anglo, 3381 Hispanic, 
313 Black, 12 Asian and 19 “other.” 

Four redrawn Commissioners Vot
ing Precincts were created. Precinct 1 
will be 21% minority with a popula
tion of 2,132. Precint 2 will be 31% 
minority with a piopulation of 2,099. 
Precinct 3 will have a population of 
2,128 and be 68% nunority. Precinct 
4 will be 56% minority with a popu
lation of 2,138.

Centennial celebrate^
1990

The Floyd County Hesperian and 
The Lockney Beacon began the year 
preparing for a 100th anniversary 
issue honoring Floyd County. A se
ries of articles requested photos, 
remembrances and information for 
use in the special issue.

A lot of hard work and many hours 
ofeussing and discussing culminated 
in May with publication of the 216 
page Royd County Centennial issue. 
This event coincided with the main 
celebration of the 100th anniversary 
of Floyd County during the annual 
Old Settlers Reunion the last week
end in May.

Methodist Church 
celebrates 100 years

November 4,1990 
Both the Floydada First United 

Methodist Church and the Lockney 
First United Methodist Church cele
brated 100 years of fellowship and 
existence in late October.

Lockney First 
Baptist is 100

July 26,1990
The July 26, 1990 issue of the 

Beacon reported the celebration of a 
l(X)th anniversary of the founding of 
the Lockney First Baptist Church.

Bum per crop 
is a surprise

December, 1990
South Plains farmers and ginners 

were surprised to learn they had a 
good crop. The area reported a 
bumper crop of an estimated 163,686 
bales of cotton. The harvest was 
completed in record time due to per
fect weather conditions. Increased 
acreage planted in cotton and larger 
than expected yields were noted as 
the main reasons for such a good 
result.

James (Jim) Doucette of Lockney, 
purchased the First National Bank in 
Lockney on January 17. This returned 
ownership of the facility to the local 
level from the Ford Bank Group, Inc.

October 10,1990
A new park was in the making in 

Lockney. A building was demolished 
at Main & Locust to make way for a 
small downtown park area. The park 
will also provide a home for a pro
posed Wall of Pride, a tile creation 
depicting the people and place known 
as Lockney. The wall is a project of 
LHS art teacher Lisa Mosley.

Former editor dies
October 25,1990
Former Lockney Beacon owner 

Edgar R. Hays, 79, of Nocona, died 
Sunday, October 14, 1990. He was 
the owner and operator of the Lock
ney Beacon from 1942-1962.
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Caprock H ospital goes 
through changes in '91
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911 system  
initiated in

January 3 1991
Leroy Schaffner announced his 

intention to leave Caprock Hospital 
to accept a similar position in Sey
mour. His resignation became effec
tive on January 4, 1991.

Among parting suggestions for 
CHD, Schaffner included Lockney 
and Floydada working together to 
keep both hospitals viable. He indi
c a te  CHD and Lockney General 
HospiUl District might consider hav
ing enabling legislation rewritten to 
allow combining into one district, 
utilizing one administrator, one di
rector of nursing and one board of 
directors to operate the two facilities.

The February 14 issue announced 
Terry Keltz had been tapped to serve 
as Caprock Hospital administrator. 
He will supervise the local facility 
while under contract to Methodist 
Hospital of Lubbock, the consultant 
for CHD.

CHD will partially reimburse 
Methodist for his services. Keltz 
stated his first priorities need to be 
recruiting doctors to live and work in 
Floydada and practicing good finan-

«al management over the hospital 
id its assets.
An article in the May 1,1991 issue 

of the Hesperian-Beacon detailed a 
plan by Caprock Hospital District for 
requesting special sute legislation 
amending the enabling legislation of 
the hospital district. The plan is part 
of attempts to get a handle on finan
cial difficulties which could force the 
medical facility to close.

Legislation authorizing the district 
to borrow money and applications for 
various grants were among the means 
being pursued by board members to 
avoid closing the hospital. Consult
ants from Methodist Hospital of 
Lubbock suggested terminating 12 
employees to cut costs.

With due and past due debts of 
more than $278,000.00, Methodist

Hospital consultants recommended 
^ a t  the district halt employee health 
insurance benefits and suspend work
ers comp insurance coverage to con
serve funds. This might make it pos
sible to survive until the next budget 
year which would begin on October 
1. 1991.

A week later, temporary closing of 
^ e  hospital was announced due to the 
inability to secure a loan for funding 
current operating expenses.

The ambulance service was offered 
to the City of Floydada or Floyd 
County for continued operation. The 
city declined as did the county. A

fund drive for ambulance operating 
expenses was begun. (The various 
entities concerned with retaining am
bulance service eventually formed an 
EMS Board and this board was super
vising the operation of the ambulance 
by the fall of 1991.)

Cogdell Clinic was offered to Dr. 
Andy Hale and Dr. Jack Jordan for 
operation with them paying their own 
expenses. CHD would charge no rent. 
(This offer was rejected by both phy
sicians. Dr. Jordan now practices in 
Hale Center and Dr. Hale has a prac
tice in Lubbock.)

According to hospital administra
tor Keltz, the district is taking the 
position it will reopen the hospital in 
6 months. Methodist Hospital contin
ues to say it will assist the district in 
any way possible.

Local supporters rallied to support 
CHD by forming Friends of Caprock 
Hospital in July, The organization 
will be dedicated to seeing that the 
hospital is renovated, re-equipped 
and reopened. Organizers included 
Laura Farris, Bud Crump, Edd Hen
derson Jr., Nick Long, Clar Schacht, 
Dede Covington, Bill Harbin, Adolfo 
Garcia, Travis Jones, Judy Beedy, 
Susan Green, Sheree Cannon, and 
Trena Simpson.

V t
THOUSANDS ENJOY PUNKIN DAYS-In 1992 
Punkin Day organizers estimated a total of about 
5,000 Punkin Day revelers were in and around the 
Floyd County Courthouse Square on October 31. The 
Floyd County Historical Museum registered 466 visi-

fw
tors from a vast array of locations. This youngster 
ei\joyed the warm sunshine and the encouragment 
from those on the sidelines as he attempted to be the 
first one across the finish line with his pumpkin.

Staff Photo

Lockney City Council approves single member voting districts

High winds wreck 
havoc in Fioyd County

June 13,1991
High winds, a large squall of blow

ing dust and tornadoes rolled into 
Floyd County Wednesday evening 
about 7 p.m. as a severe storm struck 
with no warning. Lockney immedi
ately lost e lectric  pow er and 
Floydada followed at 7:40.

The National Weather Service 
stated there were no tomadic winds in 
the cloud that descended on the 
county, but storm spotters reported 
two tornadoes near Harmony Com
munity.

Damage consistant with a tornado 
remained after the storm passed. East 
of Lockney a farmer lost a large bam 
& outbuildings, south of town a bam 
roof was blown off, and north of 
Providence, Crume Gin lost a bar
racks building and a burr house. Sev
eral roofs were blown o ff in 
Floydada.

Matters were complicated by the 
blowing dust preceding the storm and

a fire east of Cedar Hill. Fire depart
ments from both communitys re
sponded and quickly handled the 
pasture fire.

Many electric transmission lines 
and poles were damaged, causing the 
loss of power. Emergency communi
cations were hampered when the 
emergency generator at the Sheriffs 
department did not come on auto
matically. A delayed tornado warn
ing was issued by the National 
Weather Service after 8 p.m. Law 
enforcem ent and fire officials 
sounded the warning by driving the 
streets of Lockney and Hoydada with 
sirens blasting since traditional warn
ing sirens depend on electricity to 
function.

The roof of Cogdell Clinic in 
Floydada caved in and interior damge 
was severe when rain followed the 
winds. Amounts falling in the county 
ranged from .45" in Floydada to 3" in 
Lockney.

July 8,1993
After meeting in an executive ses

sion, Wednesday, July 1, Lockney 
City Councilmen emerged with a 
compromise settlement in the lawsuit 
filed against the city and their At- 
Large voting system. The settlement 
creates S single member districts with 
the mayor being elected at-large.

The plaintiff, Joe. S. Perez, of 
Lockney, had filed the su it,, against 
the city, contending that the At-Large 
plurality elections were unconstitu
tional because it discrim inated 
against minoritys by diluting their 
voting strength.

In the compromise agreement the 
city still contends that the electoral 
system had not denied the plaintiff of 
his civil rights or diluted the voting 
strength of the plaintiff, however both 
the city and the plaintiff wanted to 
“avoid expensive and protracted liti
gation in the matter” so a compromise 
was reached.

Both parties agreed that the number 
of council members would remain at 
five council members and a mayor.

The city will be divided into five 
single member districts and the 
mayor shall be elected at-large by 
plurality vote.

According to the settlement agree
ment, “resident voters for each single 
member district shall be entitled to 
elect one member of the city council. 
A candidate; for a single member 
district does not have to be a resident 
of the single member district he or she 
seeks to represent at the time of filing 
for the position; however, said candi
date must reside within the City of 
Lockney.”

L o c k n e y  c i t i z e n s  
C i y h t  u p  T t a i n  
S t r e e t ' f o r  h o i id a y s

The population and minority break
down of the newly creating single 
member districts are as 'follows (a 
map of the districts is included): 

District 1: Total population is 445; 
Hispanic population is 347 (78%); 
Black population is 28 (6%); com
bined minority population is 375 
(85%);

District 2: Total population is 441; 
Hispanic population is 268 (61%); 
Black population, 16, (4%); com
bined minority, 284 (65%);

District 3: Total population is 437;

Hispanic population, 229 (61%), 
Black population, 16 (4%); combined 
minority, 245 (56%);

District 4: Total population is 449; 
Hispanic population, 95 (21%), 
Black population, 5(1%); combined 
minority, 1(X) (22%);

District 5: Total population is 435; 
Hispanic population, 92 (21%), 
Black population, 6 (1%), combined 
minority, 98 (23%).

The plan must now be presented to 
the United States Attorney General’s 
office for approval.

Hospital plans expansion
September 26,1991
Lockney General Hospital District 

announced plans to expand in the 
September 26, 1991 issue of the pa
per. This project will see the facility 
completely modernized and ex

panded from the current 18 bed ca
pacity to 27 beds. The 961,717.00 
effort is slated to begin in January 
1992 and should be completed by the 
end of the year according to Hospital 
Board President Claude Brown.

County Education District forms
June 13,1991

State mandated changes in the way 
public education is financed has led to 
the formation of County Education 
Districts. Under the directives of 
Senate Bill 351 and House Bill 2885, 
school districts located within a

county are combined to assess, levy 
and collect taxes on property.

These taxes are then divided 
among the schools in an effort to 
equalize the wealth of the district. 
The CED method of funding public 
education in Texas lasted two years 
before being cut down.

Cellular phone tower up
November 21,1991 
A 495 foot tower has been erected 

near the community of Cone to serve 
cellular phone customers in the area. 
Digital Cellular, a division of Poko 
Lambro Communications, put the 
tower into operation on November

14.

According to company spokes
men, the tower will enable local cel
lular phone customers to call within a 
forty mile radius of the tower with no 
long distance charges.

October 17,1991
I  ^ ^ " 1 1  Lockney citizens are currently in-
I  volved in Lighting up Main Street for

County salaries too low
January 10,1991
Lockney City Council ordered the 

^losing of the local landfill by Janu- 
19. The city has contracted with 

t r i p l e  C Sanitation of Idalou to 
pickup and haul dumpster trash to 
Plainview for disposal.

Lockney has requesting the use of 
the FHoydada Municipal Landfill for 
other items Lockney citizens wish to 
dispose of. Floydada City Council re
quested workshop on January 16 
before agreeing to allow Lockney to 
use the city landfill.

Suggestion was made at the work
shop by Lockney Mayor Kenneth 
Wofford that Floydada negotiate 
with Floyd County for money the 
county pays Lockney, $2000 per 
year. As long as both cities main
tained landfills, the county paid each 
that amount and dug trash burial pits 
at each landfill.

The March 28,1991 issue reported 
the fate of that suggestion. Floyd 
County rejected transferring Lock

ney landfill contributions to 
Floydada at this time. The Floyd 
County Commissioners Court also 
indicated that future county budgets 
might contain no expenditures for the 
Floydada Landfill as well.

FNB turns 100
November 8,1990
The first N ational Bank of 

Floydada held a celebratory party in 
honor of the l(X)th anniversary of it’s 
founding. Special guests were pres
ent for a historical marker dedication 
on Sunday, November 4, 1990.

Lockney newspaper 
office moves again

1991
The Lockney office of the 

Hesperian-Beacon moved from 211 
North Main Street to 102 W. Bryant 
in 199U

campaign has been started to provide 
lighted Christmas decorations for 
light standards all along Main Street 
according to organizer Vera Jo 
Bybee.

Postal rates rise
January 31,1991
According to the January 31, 1991 

issue, postal rates were due to in
crease as of February 3. The cost of 
mailing a letter was scheduled to go 
from 25 cents to 29 cents per ounce 
and post cards were slated to raise 
from 15 cents to 19 cents. Second and 
third class rates also increased.

Thanks For Helping 
Us Celebrate!

January 16,1992
Clar Schacht appeared at Floyd 

County Commissioners Court to ask 
that the county try to increase salaries 
of elected and appointed officials. He 
stated that his concern is over attract
ing qualified and dedicated people to

Bid accepted on 
Lockney Hospital 

construction
February 27,1992
A contract has been signed for 

major construction and renovations 
at Lockney General Hospital. The bid 
approved by board members was 
from Hunter Construction of Lub
bock in the amount of $769,777.(X). 
Ground breaking for the project was 
scheduled for March 9.

the jobs if the salary does not keep 
pace with the private and higher 
government sectors.

Floyd County
February 14,1991

According to the February 14, 
1991 issue of this newspaper, a local 
911 emergency system should be in 
place and operating by August 1 for 
Floyd County. The system is to be 
developed and administered by South 
Plains Area Governments (SPAG). 
Funding will come from the 911 fees 
collected on monthly telephone bills 
and from grants.

City rejects SPS bid
February 21,1991
The February 21,1991 issue of the 

Hesperian reported that Floydada’s 
City Council rejected yet another 
offer from Southwestern l^blic Serv
ice to purchase the local electrical 
power generating facility. SPS pro
posed a buyout for $2 million.

Council members cited local own
ership and the ability to insure lower 
rates for local electric customers as 
justification for retaining the facility 
which is currently used only in an 
emergency situation or to supplement 
the power purchased from SPS.

Time capsule 
buried for 
centennial

A time capsule project begun a year 
ago in honor of the County Centen
nial was buried at southeast corner of 
courthouse according to the May 30, 
1991 issue of the Hesperian-Beacon. 
The capsule was sealed in concrete 
and plans are for it to be retrieved in 
25 years. A previous capsule buried at 
75th anniversary of the county leaked 
and the contents were a soupy mess 
when it was retrieved last year at the 
time of the county centennial.

J i e t v s p a p e r  
c h a n g e s  n a m e

March 7,1991
Due to postal regulations, the sepa

rate publication of the Lockney Bea
con and The Floyd County Hesperian 
has been discontinued. A joint publi
cation named the Floyd County 
Hesperian-Beacon will be delivered 
to readers beginning with the March 7 
issue of the newspaper.

Voting boxes 
reduced

November 28,1991
Floyd County Commissioners 

approved reducing the voting loca
tions in the county from sixteen to 
eleven on November 21,1991. Loca
tions to be dropped included: #3 
Allmon, #4 Sandhill, #8 Lone Star, 
#13 Baker, and #22 McCoy.

Minimum wage 
increases

April 1991
The new $4.25 federal minimum 

wage went into effect on April 1, 
1991.

LARRY S. JONES
President

FRANCES ASHTON
Vice President

BOND LAND, INC.
P.O.Box 4*7 - 107S.Fifth

Floydada, Texas, 79235 
806-983-2151
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Rail line abandoned
September 3,1992
The Floydada and Plainview Rail

road has given notice that it intended 
to file an abandonment petition on or 
about September 1 with the Interstate 
Commerce Commission. The line to 
be abandoned is the 23 mile stretch 
between Plainview and Floydada. 
The line is owned by American Rail
way Corporation, a subsidiary of 
TEMCO, owned by Bruce Borland.

The company cites low usage (17

cars in 1991 and 32 in the fust 6 
months of 1992) and high expenses as 
the cause of the abandonment. Indica
tion was given that local shippers and 
growers could agree to subsidize the 
line in order to keep it operating or 
that local interests might be able to 
purchase the line and operate it on 
their own.

Local users of the line expressed 
the opinion that this was not feasible.

Lottery sales begin
June 11,1992
Five retailers in Floyd County offer 

lottery tickets for sale now that the 
Texas Lottery is in place. Over 
35,(XX) scratch-off tickets have been 
sold by the five since May 29. Hale’s 
Department Store in Floydada re
ported selling 2,429. Floydada 
Allsup’s has sold 5,735 and Friends

LGHD to get funds from Texas 
Department of Human Services

March 26,1992
The Texas Department of Human 

Services is sending Lockney General 
Hospital District $216,849 in dispro
portionate share funds to assist in 
meeting the district’s expenses for

treating indigent patients. According 
to administrator Jeff Reecer, the hos
pital earns 32 percent of its revenues 
from Medicaid which pays only 55- 
60 cents per dollar of the cost of 
treatment.

Citizens decorate rooms 
at the Lockney hospital

August 6,1992
The First National Bank in Lock

ney has made a donation of $6,700.(X) 
to the Lockney General Hospital 
Decorate a Room Project. That is the 
amount it will cost to decorate a pri
vate room in the new construction

C o u n ty  b a le  
count complete

March 19,1992
1991 shows Royd County generat

ing 147,717 bales of cotton. This 
compares with 163,686 in 1990 and. 
58,161 in 1989. The 1988 bale total 
was 182,303.

Cotton suffers from 
abundant rainfall

June 11,1992
Royd County ASCS agent Bob 

Lotspeich estimates Royd County 
cotton farm ers have lost from
150,000 to 160,000 of the 180,000 
acres planted in cotton due to rains 
which have been virtually daily since 
May 20. Wheat has also suffered, but 
not as deeply. Habitat areas underwa
ter will affect the number of pheas
ants and quail available to hunters as 
nesting will not produce many chicks.

The unusual weather is blamed on 
the El Nino phenomena which blows 
in from the Pacific Ocean at irregular 
intervals. Farmers are planning to 
replant when they can re-enter the 
fields and hope the year will not be a 
total loss.

Rails to Trails to 
cross Floyd County

July 16,1992
Sixty five miles of abandoned rail

road right of way will be turned into 
the Caprock Canyons State Park 
Trailway. The new trail will be devel
oped in Royd, Briscoe and Hall 
Counties. It will provide opportuni
ties for hiking, mountain biking, and 
horseback trail enthusiasts.

It will begin in South Plains and 
move through Quitaque and Turkey, 
passing near Caprock Canyons State 
Park and ending in Estelline. A 
unique feature of the trail is the pas
sage through a 1000 foot abandoned 
railroad tunnel listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places. It is one 
of only two such tunnels still in exis
tence in Texas.

Payne's Appliance Service
wiehee

The Floyd County 
Hesperian-Deacon

a Happy 100th Birthday
1122 S. Main, Floydada 983-2939

Convenience Store has sold 9,300. 
Lockney Allsup’s has sold approxi
mately 20,(XX) tickets.

Local retailers have paid out about 
$8,000 to winners, with the largest 
winning tickets for $1(X).00. At least 
a dozen have qualified for the $1 
million dollar drawings.

Wall of Pride dedicated 
fo the Lockney citizens

project. This amount will purchase a 
hospital bed, furniture, trays, light 
fixtures, floor coverings, draperies 
and all the normal medical equipment 
a room contains according to hospi
tal officials.

All donations in any amount to
ward the project will be accepted, 
used and greatly appreciated said 
board president Claude Brown. A 
semi-private room costs $ 11 ,(XX) to 
decorate and a birthing room will run 
about $12,700 according to hospital 
administrator Jeff Reecer.

Arrival of a $1(X),000 donation 
from the Martha Ann Cogdell Hospi
tal Trust was announced by the hospi
tal on September 24. The funds will 
be utilized to provide furnishings and 
equipment for the new facilities un
der construction at Lockney General 
Hospital.

Rattlesnakes found 
in Floydada yard

June 18,1992
A yard crew working in Jane 

McCulley’ s yard at 816 W. Kentucky 
d iscovert a rattlesnake in the alley 
behind her house. McCulley called 
the newspaper to alert people after the 
workmen told her they have killed 3 
of the snakes in town. It is believed 
that the snakes are moving out of 
flooded areas.

General Election  
turnout is large

November 5,1992
Sixty four percent or 3082 voters 

cast ballots in Royd County in the 
November 3 General Election. Presi
dent George Bush, on the Republican 
ticket, received the majority of votes 
from Royd County voters, 1676, 
even though he did not win the na
tional election. Democrat Bill Clin
ton got 947 and Independent Ross 
Perot had 385.

Agro R escue  
school slated

August 20,1992
The Roydada Fire Department 

hosted the 9th annual Agro Rescue 
School at the training field southeast 
of Roydada on August 15. Some 285 
fire fighters and emergency rescue 
personnel attended the courses of
fered in rappelling, grain rescue, pes
ticide challenge, and farm equipment 
accident rescue.

/

ANNIE TAYLOR

FIRST BLACK STUDENT AT 
WAYLAND BAPTIST

In the summers, Annie attended 
college earning a Bachelor of Science 
and Master of Education degree from 
Prairie View A&M College. In the 
summer of 1951 she became the first 
black student enrolled at Wayland 
College. With the admittance of 
Taylor, the college became one of the 
first private schools in Texas and the 
first non-seminary school in the 
Southern Baptist Convention to 
admit blacks.
Wayland accepted 48-year-old Tay

lor after she requested admittance to 
receive accreditation from the Texas 
Education Agency to receive a new 
contract to teach elementary students 
at Della Plains.

In a January 1982 interview with 
the Plainview Herald, Taylor said, “I 
had majored in education and needed 
some elementary education courses 
so I could continue teaching 5th and 
6th grade reading, so I made an appli
cation at Plainview since it was close. 
Otherwise, I would have had to go 
back to Prairie View A&M near 
Houston.”

A Time article stated. “Wayland 
has received inquiries from Negroes

September 23,1993
Lisa Mosley had high hopes when 

she began the Wall of Pride. The 
project she anticipated completing in 
about nine months ultimately con
sumed two years of her life and the 
lives of her family and ait students as 
well. The wall records the history and 
present of Lockney in individual ce
ramic tiles.

For the past two years, people have

been painting tiles to depict some
thing of themselves and their lives for 
inclusion in the wall. Funded by a 
$2,(XX) grant from Kansas State Uni
versity, provided by the Ford-Founda
tion, each tile design had to have good 
composition and be of importance to 
the area.

The wall was dedicated to the citi
zens of Lockney, past, present, and 
future.

THANK-YOU~Kyle Brock (right), president of the Floyd County Fair 
Board presented Lisa Mosley with a dozen red long stem roses in appre
ciation for her hard work on the Wall of Pride, during the Saturday, 
September 18,1993 dedication ceremony.

Taylor monument unveiled
June 17,1993

A dedication ceremony for the 
unveiling of the Annie Taylor monu
ment will be held at the Annie Taylor 
Park, June 19. Taylor died May 28,
1992 at the age of 90. Her death came 
three weeks before the dedication of a 
stone monument in her honor at the 
Annie Taylor Park. The ceremony 
was postfioned at that time and will 
now be held this Saturday.

A revered member of the commu
nity, Annie Marie Franklin Taylor 
was the first black teacher in 
Roydada and taught in the North 
Ward School in northeast Roydada 
from it’s beginning January of 1926 
through the conversion to Della 
Plains, until the school was closed in 
1967. Taylor taught five more ydars 
at Roydada Junior High and retired in 
1972 after a 45 year career.

Annie (Franklin) Taylor was bom 
in Washington, Texas, September 26,
1901, to Scott Franklin and Mattie 
(Wells) Franklin. She left Washing
ton County in 1926 to come and teach 
school in Roydada. She arrived by 
train from Brenham, Texas.

Annie boarded at the City Hotel for 
one month and met her future hus
band, Charlie Taylor, while staying at 
the hotel. They married Feb. 20,1926 
in the school building.

Charlie Taylor cooked at the City 
Hotel, the Roydada Hospital, and 
took care o f Colonel Thom as 
Montgomery. He also worked at Pig- 
gly Wiggly and the Palace Theater.

The North Ward School opened its 
doors the first Monday in January,
1926 for black children with Annie 
Franklin as teacher. The school was a 
one-room building near the lake in 
northeast Roydada. In 1946-1947 the 
enrollment had increased to fifty stu
dents and the second teacher was 
hired. Other teachers were hired as 
the enrollment increased.

In 1959 a new site and school build
ing was erected. This school was 
closed in 1967 because of integration
and Annie then taught 5 years at
Roydada High School.

Caprock Hospital is 
debt free after 27 years

January 9, \992
According to Caprock Hospital 

District Administrator Terry Keltz, 
the district is debt free for the first 
time since 1965. Increased tax reve
nues were used to pay debts and to 
begin renovations necessary to re
cruit new physicians and reopen the

hospital. Methodist Hospital in Lub
bock continues to function as a con
sultant to the district and has written 
off not only $8,(X)0 in medical fees 
owed them but an additional $44,844 
in management and consulting fees. 
They also paid the administrators 
salary for the past year.

K eltz resigns as adm inistrator
August 27,1992
Less than a week after pledging to 

remain on the job “for the duration 
until the hospital is open,” Ctq)rock 
Hospital District, administrator Terry 
Keltz resigned to accept a position in 
Lubbock as administrator for a mulit- 
specialty physicians group. He 
stated, “In view of the prospective 
longevity and stability of the position, 
I feel it is in the best interest for my 
career to accept the position.” The

resignation was to be effective Sep
tember 15.

CHD Board members will con
tinue to tiy and reopen the hospital. 
Methodist Hospital in Lubbock has 
agreed to supply an interim adminis
trator. They have also recommended 
the formation of a rural health care 
facility and a home health agency to 
supplement the clinic practice and 
provide more readily available health 
care for CHD residents.

Bank deposits increase
January 14,1993
Royd County banks boasted an 

increase in deposits at the end of
1992. First National in Roydada dis
played an increase of 4.37 percent or 
$2,538,407.00, to a year end total of 
$60,499,682.00.

Year end deposits at Lockney’s

First National were $34,240,860.00, 
a 7.06 percent increase over last 
year’s $31,982,839.00.

The presidents of both banks attrib
uted the increases to ag related depos
its and a surprisingly good second 
crop.

Graves wins p rize  for her 
choice o f  Lockney slogan

before, but not until Miss Annie sent 
a transcript of her record did the col
lege find one who was academically 
qualified. Like other Southern col
leges, Wayland might well have 
waited until the courts ordered an end 
to racial restrictions. But one day 
before the Spring term ended, 
Wayland’s president. Dr. J.W. “Bill” 
Marshall, called faculty and students 
away from final exams, asked them to 
vote on Miss Annie’s application. No 
faculty members, and only nine out of 
274 students, had any objection.

PROFESSIONAL AWARDS
W est Texas State U niversity 

awarded her The Texas Panhandle 
Award for Distinguished Service in 
1977. She was selected Teacher of the 
Year in 1962 by the 1956 Study Club.

She was also a member of the Texas 
State Teacher’s Association, the Na
tional Education Association, the 
Spirit of Sharing Organization in 
Roydada, and served on the Royd 
County Day Care Board and the 
Roydada Senior Citizens Board.

She had been a member of Mount 
Zion Baptist Church, teaching Sun
day School, singing in the choir and 
serving as financial secretary.

Charlie and Annie Taylor had five 
children. The oldest child, Espemola, 
was bom July 19, 1927. She was the 
fifth black child born in Floyd 
County. Espemola Taylor Fort now 
resides in Wichita, Kansas.

Other children are Iva Jewell Bon
ner, of Roydada, Charles, of Lub
bock, and Joyce Marie Jelks, of 
Houston. A second son, Franklin 
preceded his mother in death.

March 11,1993
Tina Graves received a fifty'dollar 

savings bond for her winning slogan 
in a Lockney Chamber of Commerce 
contest. “Just A Little Spot, But We

Care A Lot” will be added to the sign 
on the highway welcoming travelers 
to Lockney. The new slogan was 
announced at the annual chamber 
banquet last Saturday.

W. J. Mangold new name 
for L ockney H ospita l

March 25,1993
Lockney General Hospital will be 

sporting a new name and a new look 
when it opens it’s doors to the public 
on April 3. In honor of Dr. W. J. 
Mangold’s 41 years of service to the

r

area, the new facility will be chris
tened the W. J. Mangold Memorial 
Hospital. Tours, refreshments, dem
onstrations, door prizes and health 
screenings will be part of the after
noon event.

I

May the next hundred 
years be filled with 

everything wonderfiil!

Congratulations 
Evelyn & Roxanna
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New Floydada landfill 
permit may be worthless

May 27,1993
New landfill permit may be worth

less following ruling by federal 
courts. Courts have ruled that the 
EPA may not grant exemptions from 
regulations it passes.

City of Floydada sought bids for 
trash hauling as existing facility 
would not be able to accept waste for 
disposal after August 31, 1993. 
Beginning September 1, Waste Man
agement of Lubbock will be collect

ing Floydada dumpster trash and 
hauling it to Lubbock for disposal.

In October, further court rulings 
lead to a halt on implementation of 
overly stringent EPA regulations” 

and discussion in Floydada turned to 
the possibility of reopening the mu
nicipal landfill.

In late December, the reopening of 
the landfill was scheduled for mid- 
January.

Travelers draw national attention
August 26,1993
Twenty local residents attracted 

national attention on Thursday, Au
gust 19, when they crashed into a tree 
in Vinton, Louisiana while being 
pursued by police. All 20 were 
crammed into a 1990 Pontiac and all 
were completely nude. Five emerged 
from the trunk and three of the women 
were pregnant. Ages ranged from 1 to 
63.

The police chief in Vinton was

• uoted as saying, “They said they had 
irown away all their clothing be
cause it was possessed by the devil.

They also discarded all their other 
belongings including paperwork on 
the car.”

The journey of the group, mostly 
members of one Floydada family, 
began after Danny Rodriguez appar
ently had a vision and convinced 
others, including his brother Rever
end Sammy Rodriguez, that 
Floydada was going to be destroyed. 
They set out in four vehicles to go to 
Wauchula, Florida. No one knows 
exactly what happened from that 
point until the crash.

Sheriff Fred Cardinal 
steps down after 16 years

Januai7 7,1993

Floyd County Sheriff Fred Cardi
nal retired from his office with the end 
of the year. After serving the county

for 16 years. Cardinal chose not to 
seek re-election last year. He has now 
turned the reins of office over to 
Charlie Overstreet, elected in the 
November General Election.

CHD plows through 1993
January  21,1993
Caprock Hospital District’s Board 

of Directors has appointed Ronald 
Ammons to the head administrative 
post. Ammons arrived on the job in 
February.

The district continued with renova
tions to the hospital as efforts contin
ued for recruiting new physicians.

On March 18, the Hesperian-Bea- 
con reported that a contract had been 
signed affiliating the district with St. 
Mary of The Plains Hospital in Lub
bock. St. Mary’s will be assisting in 
recruiting a new physician and will 
provide an interim physician to work 
at the clinic and build a practice for 
the facility.

Dr. Antoine Albert came to the 
clinic on April 19. The family practi
tioner proved to be very popular with 
patients and clinic visits increased 
over the next few months. He joined 
Dr. Victor Hoang in the clinic. Dr. 
Mira Tomasevic arrived in Floydada 
to complete the three physician com
plement of the clinic in late April.

Hoang left the clinic practice in 
June.

Board members voted June 22 to 
seek designation as a Rural Health 
Care Facility to enhance the local 
health care provided and increase 
revenues.

August 28 was the first tentative 
date set for the reopening of Caprock 
Hospital. This was later revised to 
October 1 and delayed again due to 
the unexpected death of board mem- 

^ber Jerry Thompson.
Late October brought the resigna- 

"̂ tion of Dr. Tomasevic and the em
ployment of Dr. Tommy Swate, an 
OB-GYN and general practice physi
cian. An opening date for the hospital 
was then set for January 9.

Dr. Albert abruptly departed the 
clinic on December 6 following “a 
personal conflict” between the two 
physicians according to Board Presi
dent Fred Thayer.

County cotton 
count is low

February 18,1993 
Total bale count for 1992 in Floyd 

County was 17,847, a dramatic de
crease from the 147,717 bales proc
essed in 1991. Of the fourteen gins in 
the county, six did not open for the 
1992 season._____  __

/ r -------

Thursday, May 23,1996 - The Floyd County Hesperian-Beacon - Page 15G

Lake M ackenzie 
water level is low

LAYING THE LINE WITH MULE POWER

On December 7, the board termi
nated the contract of Dr. Swate citing 
a breach of contract on his part.

On December 20, A lawsuit was 
filed in the Southern District Federal 
Court in Houston by Swate. Named 
as defendants were board members 
Fred Thayer, Kenneth Pitts, Tom 
Farris, Joy Assiter, and Carmel East- 
ham, St. Mary President Charley 
Trimble and Vice President Richard 
Pope.

After Thayer denied Swate's re
quest to make a statement during a 
regular session on December 21, 
board member Tom Farris made a 
motion to “Abandon all efforts to 
reopen the hospital.” The motion also 
instructed hospital administrator 
Ronny Ammons to make the appro
priate staff reductions and secure all 
property belonging to the district.

TTie motion was seconded by Joy 
Assiter.

Ammons indicated that more than a 
million dollars and several months 
had been spent in the effort to reopen 
the hospital and that it was so close to 
a reality that it would be devastating 
to halt the process now, both for the 
community and the employees.

When a vote was called, Farris, 
Assiter, Thayer and Carmel Eastham 
voted in favor. Kenneth Pitts pro
vided the only dissenting vote.

A preliminary hearing in Houston 
on December 20, resulted in U. S. 
District Judge Melinda Harmon de
nying a request from Swate for a 
temporary restraining order against 
Caprock Hospital District. She set a 
hearing on January 5 to determine if 
an injunction would be issued.

According to CHD attorney Tom 
Rinney, an injunction would result in 
the clinic reopening with Swate as 
physician and the necessary support 
staff to allow the clinic to function. It 
would not affect the board’s decision 
not to open the hospital.

PICKING UP'THE LINES WITH DIESEL POWER

May 5,1994
The water level at Mackenzie Lake 

on April 10 was 81.4 feet. By com
parison, the level on January 2S, 
1993, was 90 feet. The highest re
corded level at the lake was 1 IS feet 
in 1986.

Although the level is low there is 
no anticipation of water allocations 
being curtailed according to retiring 
manager John Simpson. He estimated 
a three year supply of water on hand 
and said there was no need for alarm.

October 27,1994
As of October 18, Mackenzie 

Municipal Water Authority has re
duced the allotment to FHoydada from 
the maximum of 728,000 gallons per 
day to a maximum of 308,000 gallons 
per day. This is a sixty percent reduc
tion. Further reductions can be ex
pected if the level of the lake contin
ues to fall.

City wells will be utilized to sup
plement the Mackenzie water. City 
Manager Gary Brown stated that 
additional wells will have to be 
drilled if the city is to supply all the 
water Floydada needs. “Current city 
wells cannot supply enough water to 
meet the needs of Roydada residents 
if we lose all Mackenzie water.”

November 10,1994
Mackenzie Water Authority has 

initiated measures to pursue a combi
nation of avenues in trying to solve 
the current water crisis existing for 
Floydada, Lockney, Tulia and Silver- 
ton, the four cities served by the water 
project.

Unrestrained usage, CRP land in
terfering with runoff, upstream dams, 
and annually decreasing rainfall are 
blamed for the present emergency. 
Purchasing water from another water 
authority and drilling additional 
wells will first be explored.

Railroad era closes in Floyd County
June 16,1994

By Alice Gilroy
An era is coming to a close with the 

final abandonment of the railroad line 
connecting Plainview, Aiken, Lock
ney and Floydada. For weeks crews 
have been spotted pulling up the for
mer Llano Estacado Railroad Com
pany tracks along Hwy. 70.

Like all towns in West Texas, 
Floydada transportation started with 
the horse and the covered wagon. The 
development of the “Ironhorse” revo
lutionized travel and shipping in the 
early days of United States History, 
coming to Floyd County in 1909. The 
Llano Estacado Railroad connected 
Plainview and Floydada. The Llano 
Estacado began with a group of local 
citizens determined to help the area 
grow.

Temporary officers and directors 
formulated a $200,000.00 capital 
stock plan for the sale of 2000 shares 
at $100.00 each. Included in this 
group were: W.M. Massie who 
served as President, General Man
ager and a director; R.C. Andrews, 
Vice President and director; A.D. 
White, Secretary and director; W.T. 
Montgomery, Treasurer and director;
R. A. Childers, General Solicitor and 
director; and directors Thos. L. Price, 
C. Surginer, W.W. Nelson, and E.C. 
Henry. All were Floydada residents 
with the exception of Price whose 
residence was listed as Jefferson City, 
Missouri.

According to information gleaned 
from the files of the Floyd County 
Historical Museum, other original 
stockholders included J.S. Pickel, 
G.T. Riley, Daff Griffith, J.E. Bums, 
T.M. Moore, J.A. Nall, J.L.. Dagley,
S. K. Hamilton, W.L. Smith, W.A. 
Potts, T.J. Marshall, J.E. Huckabay, 
Nathan E. Waller, Bob Kropp, C.M. 
Bell, W.N. Allen, J.R. Vandergriff, 
R.L. Reeves, P.M. McDonald, Ran
dolph Bros., J.W. Carroll, W.E. 
Broyles, W.S. McNeil, R.A. Stalcup, 
and W.C. Parkinson. The company 
grew to a total of 230 stockholders 
scattered from Floydada to Lockney 
and on to Plainview. Each owned at 
least one share. The largest stock
holder was W.M. Massie who held
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210 shares.
The Llano Estacado was bought in 

1910 by the Santa Fe Railroad. When 
the railway company announced their 
intention to abandon the line, a South 
Plains group decided to come to the 
rescue. The concerned businessmen 
and farm producers formed the South 
Plains Rural Rail Association in 
August of 1989.

The association consisted of one 
representative from each of five 
counties. Floyd County Precinct 1 
Commissioner Connie Bearden rep
resented Floyd County. Other coun
ties represented included Crosby, 
Dawson, and Hockley. The purpose 
of the organization was to secure 
backing to purchase the rail line and/ 
or renovate it to keep it operating.

These organizers believed it was 
their interest in the line that ultimately 
attracted a buyer. "In my opinion, the 
forming of the South Plains Rural 
Rail Association is what attracted a 
buyer and operator,” said Bearden in 
an April 5, 1990 interview with th& 
Floyd County Hesperian. “Up until 
that time there had been no interest 
shown in buying the line. In the first 
meeting we had, with shippers and 
bankers, we got enough pledges 
($80,000-$90,000) to buy bonds to 
rehabilitate the line.”

The group raised funds for their 
project from local banks, businesses 
and producers. This enabled them to 
work with lawyers, consultants and 
agents to try and keep the line open 
and serving the area.

Local rehabilitation of the line was 
not necessary because the Floydada 
Spur was sold to AMERAIL, an Illi
nois-based subsidiary of the TEMCO 
Corporation in April of 1990. “The 
27-mile Floydada line will continue 
to operate as the Floydada and Plain- 
view Railroad,” said Richard C. 
McClure, president of AMERAIL in 
the April 5th Edition of the Floyd 
County Hesperian.

Local prc^ucers and residents of 
the county were pleased to see the 
newly painted and brightly colored 
red, white and blue engine operating 
along Floyd County lines. The pleas
ure was short lived, however and all 
along the Plainview-Floydada line, 
the tracks are now being removed.

Longtime Floydada resident. Will 
Martin, remembered the coming of 
the railroad in a March 23,1989 story 
printed in the Floyd County 
Hesperian. He shared his memories, 
saying, “I remember my mother tell
ing me about the time the first train 
came to town.

“There was a big crowd on hand for 
these times. There were speeches, 
forecasting what a neat place the rail
road would make Floydada, etc. The 
train men took all the school kids to 
Lockney and back but doggone it, I 
was too small to take a ride.

“I have a great liking for the old 
steam train. Ever since I was large

enough to see one run down the track, 
I liked to see them trail smoke behind 
when going toward the wind and 
seeing them blow steam to clean out 
the pipes. It was wonderful to hear 
that loud whistle when the train came 
up to a road crossing, and when the 
engine was switching in the yards, we 
could hear that old brass bell ring.

“The depot was first located across 
Price Street on the north next to what 
we used to call the depot lake. In 1913 
we had two or more weeks of rain and 
the depot was surrounded by 
water...the wagons had quite a time 
carrying freight to and from the de
pot.”

“In the early days, the section 
crews went to work on hand cars,” 
recalled Martin. “There were usually 
five men in all, with two of them on 
each end of a long lever pumping up 
and down to propel the car along the 
tracks. The foreman sat between the 
two men in front. I always thought he 
was lazy.”

Martin remembered the automo
biles being unloaded from boxcars 
and the grain coming to and from the 
elevators along the track. “Most of 
the businesses also had coal shipped 
in to sell to most everybody for fuel to 
heat and cook with,” said Martin. 
“They would hire people to unload 
cars of coal and other things had to be 
loaded onto cars to be shipped out of 
town. Indirectly, the early railroad 
gave lots of people employment.

“The first trains spent the night in 
Floydada and went to Plainview 
about eight each morning. They 
would pick up and leave freight as 
they went through Lockney. They 
would leave Plainview, come back

through Lockney and reach Floydada 
about 2:30 or 3:00. It was a mixed 
train, freight with baggage and pas
senger cars combined.”

Martin also remembered an un
usual event on the railway in the
"early 1920’s or late teen’s.......... .....

“ It seems that on a fairly windy 
afternoon; a train was switching in the 
yards in Plainview. The engine 
bumped a car to the east. A brakeman 
had failed to direct the car to a branch 
track and it just kept coming on down 
the main line. None of the train crew 
noticed the runaway car.

“As the wind was pretty high and 
Plainview is several feet higher in 
elevation than Floydada, the car was 
gaining speed. Someone saw the car 
as it passed Lockney. A brakeman 
met the car at about Muncy and 
stopped it by the time it reached the 
yards in Floydada. That sure was a 
brave man. llie  car had been going an 
estimated SO m.p.h. when he caught 
it. I don’t know if Santa Fe kept a 
record, but they should have.”

In that old railroad story Martin 
expressed his sorrow at other lines 
begin abandoned around the county 
and was hoping that the railroad his
tory was not coming to a close.

“I hear that they are trying haid to 
do away with the branch line and 
other lines in this part of the country,” 
said Martin. “I was bom before rail
road came into Floyd County and 
surely I won’t live to see them all 
gone.”

Sadly that statement has proven 
true for Martin and others. A new 
generation has begun which will have 
no memories whatsoever of the rail
road lines in this part of West Texas.
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Fire claims 1,200 
acres of grassland

November 24,1994
Fires fueled by 40 mile an hour 

winds burned more than 1,200 acres 
of CRP grassland along Highway 
207 about 6 miles north of Floydada 
on November 17. The fires at one 
point threatened the homes of Joe

Richard Noland and Tom Pierce 
Thursday night.

Floydada Fire Chief Bobby Wel- 
bom indicated the fire which ignited 
at several spots along 207 may have 
been caused by someone driving with 
a flat tire and throwing off sparks.

L a n d fill re -o p en s at 
new expanded location

April 7,1994
After six years of hard work, the 

Floydada Municipal Landfill reo
pened in the expanded location. Un
loading will be supervised, and all 
items must be sorted and placed in the

Ginners in Floyd County reported 
record crops despite drought condi
tions. Dryland cotton did not do well.

M e e t i n g  s e t  t o  d i s c u s s  
m u l t i - p u r p o s e  c e n t e r

February 2,1995
Tuesday, January 31, a meeting to 

discuss the possibility of building a 
multi-purpose center was held at 
Lighthouse Electric, a professional 
grant writer informed those attending 
that grant funds for such projects are 
available and need only to be asked 
for in the proper manner.

He urged the group to establish a 
foundation in Floyd County to pursue 
and fund special projects such as a 
multi-purpose center. Suggestions

for beginning the project were made 
and tips on making the foundation 
financially independent and self-sus
taining were discussed.

Floyd County residents attending 
the meeting agreed to meet again on 
March 21 for an organizational ses
sion. This session resulted in forma
tion of a county foundation and the 
election of officers; Nick Long, presi
dent; Dora Ross and Shawnda Foster, 
vice presidents; Ginger Mathis, sec
retary; and Cheryl Dawdy, treasurer.

New City Hall and EMS 
building open to public

May 11,1995
The City of Floydada and the 

Floydada EMS join forces to show off 
their new buildings to the public at an 
open house on May 16. Although the 
buildings have been in use for several 
weeks, employees have completed 
the last finishing touches and both are

ready to open the doors for business.
The expanded and renovated City 

Hall has been in the works for several 
months with the city doing all of the 
work they could to cut costs.

The EMS building was con
structed with $60,000 from Ci^>rock 
Hospital District.

iii-...

appropriate areas.
A grand opening ceremony was 

held on April 22. Originally sched
uled for the landfill, the event was 
held at Lighthouse Electric’ s Com
munity Room due to rain.

dantly. The total processed for 1994 
was 198, 153 bales. This topped the 
1993 bumper crop by nearly 3,000 
bales.

PROPERTY DESTROYED-This trailer was destroyed by a July 7,1994 storm. Staff Photo

Cotton sets record despite drought
December 29,1994 but irrigated lands produced abun-

Tornado
causes

property
damage

July 7,1994
A strong windstorm brought high 

winds, dirt, small hail and slight rain 
to Floyd County on July 1. Weldon 
Pruitt at .Sandhill credits a tornado for 
destroying his bam and equipment. “I 
lost everything, “ said Pruitt.

On July 9, another windstorm, 
clocked at 88 miles per hour by 
Mitch Probasco at the Roydada Air
port, damaged several buildings and 
roofs in the Floydada area. Lighten
ing damage to transformers was re
ported in Lockney and fences and 
trees throughout the county were 
damaged.

Hail and rainfall was scattered with 
amounts ranging from an inch at 
Dougherty to more than 3 inches 
north of Floydada.

Controversy follows Dr. Swate
January 13,1994
A detailed account of past history 

concerning Dr. Tommy Swate (also a 
lawyer) was printed in this issue. The 
article dealt with his previous abor
tion clinic operations, his conflicts 
with the Drug Enforcement Agency 
over his methadone clinics, and as
sault charges as well as the suspen
sion of his license and the fact that he 
was placed on medical probation in 
1992 for five years.

The same issue carried the news 
that the civil suit Swate filed against 
CHD Board President Fred Thayer 
had been dropped on December 30,
1993. Swate was unavailable for 
comment.

An additional lawsuit was filed 
against CHD by former purchasing 
agent for the district. Derek Glenn 
Walls petitioned the 110th District 
Court in Floydada to injoin CHD 
from closing the hospital and asked 
the court to make the board comply 
with the Texas Open Meetings Act 
and the Legislative Act that created 
the district. A hearing was scheduled 
for January 14.

A hearing on a previous request by 
Swate for an injunction in the Hous
ton courts was also postponed due to 
current and past bankniptcy cases

under court supervision in Houston at 
this time. The case must be reviewed 
by the bankruptcy trustee before any 
further legal action concerning Swate 
can be taken.

On January 18, Board President 
Fred Thayer resigned his office, re
maining a member of the CHD 
Board. Tom Farris was elected presi
dent to replace Thayer. Thayer cited 
time requirements necessary for deal
ing with legal and business matters of 
the board as his reason for stepping 
down from the presidency.

The January 14 hearing was post
poned due to other committmants on 
the part of the CHD attorney Tom 
Riney. Rescheduled for the 20th, the 
hearing was postponed after 110th 
District Judge Randy Hollums re
cused himself from the case after 
Swate, acting as attorney for Walls, 
objected to his relationship with 
members of the CHD board.

A visiting judge was called in and 
convened the hearing at 2:30 p.m. on 
the 20th. Swate then objected to his 
appointment giving no reason except,
“We’re entitled to it.’’

On April 19, CHD board members 
“reauthorized” the actions taken at 
the December 21, 1993 meeting. 
Riney told the board this would make

anything which might be construed as 
incorrect into a correct action. He 
added that taking the action would not 
mean any admission of wrongdoing.

A jury trial in the case was sched
uled for April 25 in the FHoyd County 
district Courtroom but Riney in
formed the editor of the newspaper 
that an out of court settlement had 
been reached on April 21. According 
to Riney, Walls will receive $4,500. 
and the Hospital district will be re
leased from all claims and would 
include attorney fees and court costs 
paid by Walls.

Ronny Ammons’ contract as ad
ministrator was terminated with six 
months severance pay on May 4. On 
May 13, board members contracted 
with Dr. Antoine Albert for his serv
ices in the clinic. Albert signed a two 
year contract beginning May 19, 
1994 at an hourly rate of pay stated at 
$125.00 per hour.

A nurse practitioner joined the 
clinic staff in mid-June and a settle

ment was announced in the Sv 
lawsuit. The announced settlem’̂  
involved the payment of $28,333 to 
the bankruptcy court and ended all 
litigation.

In August, the district cut the tax 
rate from 41.958 cents per $100.00 
valuation to 30 cents. Board President 
Farris indicated that no efforts would 
be made to reopen the hospital within 
the next 12 month period. No efforts 
will be made to recruit a physician 
until Albert has built up the practice to 
warrant an additional doctor.

In early December, several firms 
presented proposals for recruiting 
physicians for the district.

The final board meeting of 1994 
saw the board di.scussing the ultimate 
fate of the hospital building itself. No 
action was taken on the matter and no 
action was taken on the issue of three 
still pending lawsuits, Swate Vs. 
Caprock Hospital District, Caprock 
Hospital district vs. Swate, and Walls 
vs. Swate.

Hesperian-Beacon moves Lockney 
location to the former cable office

May 25,1995
The Lockney O ffice o f the 

Hesperian-Beacon moved from East

Bryant Street to 116 South Main 
Street in Lockney during the Memo
rial Day Weekend.
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The Beginning O f Our Next 100
CHD approves affiliation with UMC

On June 22, CHD approved an 
interlocal agreement with Texas 
Tech Health Sciences Center and 
University Medical Center in Lub
bock for operation of Cogdell Clinic. 
UMC assumed operation of the clinic 
on June 5 as part of a five year agree
ment, accepting financial responsi
bility for the clinic operation and 
agreeing to pay $24,000.00 per year 
in lease payments.

Indigent health care was not part of 
the agreement and will remain the 
responsibility of Caprock Hospital 
District.

July 18 saw the board agree to rent 
the East wing of the hospital building 
to Floyd County Day Care for

$300.00 per month. Board members 
also agreed to boost funding for 
Floydada EMS from $22,000 per year 
to $60,000.

In August, CHD board members 
were not in agreement as the board 
voted to lower the tax rate again. The 
decrease this time was 41 percent 
(from an effective tax rate of 27.76 
cents per $100 to 17.5 cents per$100 
valuation).

In October, Dr. Salmon Ahmad 
joined the staff at Cogdell Clinic. 
Clinic hours were extended until 7 
p.m. in the evening on week days and 
it will be open from 9 to 1 on Satur
days.

S ta te  b en efits  from  
county lottery players

August 10,1995
Between the beginning of the Texas 

Lottery on May 29,1992, and July 29, 
1995, Floyd County residents have

TORNADO DESTROYS H O M E-The tornado that 
moved through Floyd County Monday, June 5, de
molished the home of George and Norma Orozco, 9

1/2 miles east of Floydada. The Orozco's were in Floy
dada at the time of the storm. No one was iiyured.

Staff Photo
contributed $2,617,317. 00 to the 
state treasury through the purchase of 
lottery tickets.

Extended calling is 
approved for Floydada

November 2, 1995

Floydada residents will be able to 
call Lockney, Plainview, and Lub
bock toll free by early March of 1996

after successfully pursuing an ex
tended local calling package. The 
cost will be $3.50 per line for residen
tial phone customers and $7.00 per 
line for business telephone lines.

i M

Floyd County Library raising 
funds for new free standing site

August 3, 1995
A fund raising drive is now under

way to solicit donations and memori
als toward the expected cost of build
ing a new modern library across the

Annual Christmas 
D in n er  project 
serves 400 people

December 28, 1995
From a small beginning effort in 

1990, Sudie Cochran of Floydada has 
expanded her annual Christmas meal 
to feed 400 this year including local 
shut-ins and elderly. Meals also went 
to Lockney, Petersburg, Matador, 
Ralls and the Ronald McDonald 
Houses in Lubbock and Amarillo.

The idea to extend the bounty of 
her table to a few who were not as 
fortunate was meant to show her chil
dren that helping others is a blessing. 
It seems to have taken on a life of it’s 
own.

Organizers, contributors, and vol
unteers plan for the Christmas Holi
day for several weeks in advance. The 
food is donated and volunteers de
liver the meals. Much of the work is 
done in the days preceeding Christ
mas Day.

While others are sleeping late or 
gathering around the Christmas Tree, 
3y 6 a.m , Cochran and her cohorts are 
gathered at the First United Method
ist Church and working diligently on 

^ jfin a l touches on Christmas dinner.

street from the County Courthouse on 
the east side. Grant funds are also 
being sought for the project. Dona
tions can be made to a savings ac
count for the building fund at FNB 
Floydada.

RUBEN'S DRIVE-IN SUCCUMBS TO W IN D S- 
High winds driving through Floydada late Friday 
night, June 3, and Saturday morning, June 4, 1995,

took off the roof of Ruben's Drive-Inn, 600 E. Hous
ton, and collapsed the walls.

Severe weather 
wreaks havoc 
in Floyd county

June 8,1995
Floyd County joined other South 

Plains communities in assessing the 
damage from a weekend of storms. 
Strong straight line winds ripped 
through Floydada on June 2 causing 
extensive property damage within the 
city of Floydada. Monday, June 5, a 
tornado near Dougherty cut a path of 
destruction up to a mile wide in some 
places.

The path could be traced by ripped 
up trees, torn up roofs, broken win
dows, and hundreds of downed power 
poles. Lighthouse Electric lost 39 
transmission poles and 200 distribu
tion poles.

SPS reported 18 major cross coun
try transmission poles broken. A crew 
of fifty linemen were called in for 
several days to repair the damage.

The tornado was first spotted 3 
miles west of South Plains, but reen
tered the storm cloud and touched 
ground just north of Highway 70 
eight miles east of Floydada. From 
that point on, the tornado stayed on or 
just off the ground for 10-12 miles, 
moving into Dickens County at about 
15 mph. what appeared to be four 
twisters merged into one making the 
storm path wide.

One home was totally destroyed, 
but no injuries were reported due to 
the storm.

Going, Going, Gone!
September 28, 1995
After nearly 80 years, the old water 

tower at City Hall will no longer be a 
landmark to those nearing Floydada. 
With too many EPA regulations and 
rising maintenance costs, the tower 
was removed for about a tenth of the 
cost of needed repairs.
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Since 1976

Thanks fo r  the community 
service you have done 
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SCREENING HISTORY—After d irt was scooped up

BuKken Real Esrare
Akt BankeR & BaRKy BuRkeR

101 S. Mam, Lockney 
652-2642
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into buckets, archeologists would gently sift the dirt 
through a screen looking for evidence of Coronado.

H istorical find proves 
presence of Coronado

Happy Birthday
Floyd County Hesperian-Beacon

Thanks for the coverage you give the county

Kellison
Fertilizer & Spraying

109 E. Locust, Lockney

September 7, 1995
By Alice Gilroy
The dogged determination of local 

historians and amateur and profes
sional archeologists has brought 
enough attention to archeological 
finds in Floyd County to warrant a 
shovel survey of Blanco Canyon this 
past weekend.

Approximately 35 archeologists 
and students from around Texas, New 
Mexico, Arizona and Kansas, con
verged in a part of Blanco Canyon for 
a four day dig. The archeologists had 
hopes of recovering more evidence 
that the 1541 expedition of Spanish 
explorer Francisco V. de Coronado 
came through Blanco Canyon, in 
Floyd County, and camped in this 
area. What they found convinced 
them to come back.

The chain of events leading to this 
current archeological dig began with 
a chain mail gauntlet (three fingered 
glove), which was found by Burl 
Daniel in the 1960’s. The find was 
later recorded in a Feb. 17,1966 story 
in the Floyd County Hesperian.

Daniel kept the gauntlet in his pos
session and moved from Floyd 
County taking the gauntlet with him.

In 1963, another Floydadan, J.S. 
Hale Jr., found what was believed to

be a piece of a chain mail vest in a 
gully feeding south to White River 
(Blanco Canyon). This vest was also 
possibly associated with the Coronado 
expedition. This ve.st was later stolen 
during a move to a new home in 1965 
and has never been recovered.

Then in a June 4, 1991 story in the 
Plainview Daily Herald, Nancy 
Marble, a board member of the Floyd 
County Historical Museum, noticed 
a story on four historians who were

Continued on Page 2H

Congratulations to the 
Hesperian-Beacon on their 

100 years of service 
to the community

Assiter Insurance 
Agency

Tommy Assiter, Owner
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206 West California, Floydada 983-2511
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Caprock-Plains Federal Land Bank Association
629 Baltimore Street Plainview, Texas 269-5579
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Continued from Page IH
taking an aerial tour of the area in an 
effort to nail down the route of 
Coronado across the Staked Plains.

The archeologist featured in the 
story were: Dr. Waldo R. Wedel, re
tired curator of the Smithsonian In
stitution, his son Waldo Wedel, a com
puter specialist; Don Blakeslee, asso
ciate professor o f archeology at 
Wichita State University; and Dr. Jack 
Hughes, retired curator of the Pan
handle Plains Historical Museum in 
Canyon.

All the men were members of the 
recently formed Coronado Trail As
sociation.

After reading the story. Marble re
membered the 1966 story of the chain 
mail glove in the Floyd County 
Hesperian. She began immediately 
trying to locate Mr. Daniel who was 
now living in New Mexico. On June 
25, 1991 the gauntlet was in the pos
session of the Floyd County Histori
cal Museum.

Later in 1991, a local archeology 
enthusiast, Jimmy Owens, found two 
other objects in the same area; both 
of them crossbow projectile points, 
one of iron and one of copper.

The copper point is a material and 
construction which is identical to 
crossbow boltheads (dart points) re
covered archeologically at Hawikuh 
Santiago Pueblo, and Pecos Pueblo, 
all places visited by the Coronado 
expedition.

The gauntlet and other finds peeked 
the interest of archeologist Donald J. 
Blakeslee, who returned to the area 
later in 1991 and studied the items 
which had been found. He decided 
then that a shovel survey was in or
der and organized the group which 
arrived on the Labor Day weekend.

Blakeslee believes that the tradi
tional view of Coronado's expedition 
making their "barranca", or summer 
home, in the Caprock Canyons (part 
of the Palo Duro Canyons) is wrong.

Blakeslee wants to prove his theory 
that the Coronado campsite was along 
Blanco Canyon, south of Floydada. 
Coronado led more than 1,000 on the 
three year trek, including soldiers, 
Indians, missionaries, women and 
children.

"This is a perfect spot for a long 
^^y," ^ai() Blakeslee at the dig on 
Sunday. "These canyon walls were a 
perfect fence for their 5000 head of 
livestock, but it was not too deep to 
easily send out scouting parties from 
their group. Water was also abundant 
in this area during that time period, 
as were the bison on top."

The group of archeologist set their 
task to a mere 100 acres for their 
week-end long dig. "We are only sur
veying two small sections of the can
yon," said Blakeslee. "It is hard work. 
We are trying to find occupation that 
was here for two weeks out of the last 
1,200 years."

Occasional historical finds do not 
in and of themselves prove that 
Coronado's expedition camped in 
Blanco Canyon. It is possible that In
dians, or someone else, dropped the 
pieces after they were stolen from 
another location.

It is up to the archeologist to prove 
that the finds are not isolated inci
dents. One way they do this is by lo
cating more than one piece of the 
same time period and close to each 
other. On Sunday afternoon Blakeslee 
said, "I will be happy if we find one 
more copper point - in place."

He was not disappointed. 
Excitement built over the weekend 

dig as more and more evidence was 
surfaced. Besides a 9,000 year old 
spear point (also known as a 
Plainview point) other found pieces 
dating to the 1500's were pottery 
shards, a four bladed stone knife, and 
a metal trade awl (straight needle). 
Owens also found bits of Spanish 
horseshoe and Spanish nails.

However one of the biggest finds, 
and the one which Blakeslee was 
looking for, came from another arche
ology enthusiast, Ray Macha, of 
Providence.

Searching with Owens, in the same 
general location of other significant 
finds, Macha came across a copper 
arrow point from a bolt (the arrow 
fired from a crossbow). '^Coronado 
was the only expedition known to be 
out here with crossbow s," said 
Macha. "Jimmy Owens is the only 
other person who has ever found one 
of these points. This point along with 
the two Owens found, supports the 
theory that they are not just random 
finds."

These finds weren't even needed to 
further convince Floydada archeolo
gist Jim Word that the Floydada 
Country Club site once served as 
Coronado's headquarters.

In an earlier interview with the 
Lubbock Avalanche Journal, Word 
said, "The Country Club site was ap
parently where Coronado's headquar
ters was located."

At the Country Club site, Word 
found a fica that he believes is from

Coronado's trip. The fica is a symbolic 
figure of a fist with a thumb through 
the index and middle finger, and was 
used to ward off evil spirits.

Extensive fragments of pottery be
lieved to be from the Pueblo period 
of the I540's have also been located 
in the past seven years.

Word surmises that the pottery 
pieces can be explained by an account 
in one of Coronado's journals of a 
severe hail storm that occurred dur
ing an encampment.

"Apparently he spent the night and 
was hailed out down in the canyon," 
Word said. "That's why we find all the 
broken pottery and stuff. The horses 
stampeded but they couldn't get out 
of the canyon because there wasn't any 
easy way out, so they didn't lose them. 
But all the pottery they had accumu
lated from the Pueblo area was de
stroyed."

Archeologist Richard Flint wrote of 
these pottery finds in a paper presented 
to the Gran Quivira Conference in 
New Mexico, in 1994. Flint, who also 
supports the theory of Coronado 
camping in Blanco Canyon, said, "Rio 
Grande Glazeware sherds (particu
larly Glaze E) are found in relative 
abundance in Blanco Canyon...

"Also, from the nearly Floydada 
Countiy Club site have been recov
ered a couple of red-painted, grog- 
tempered sherds," identified as pos
sible originating from Mexico and 
present with the Coronado expedition.

Flint concluded, "I think that Blanco 
Canyon may very well be Coronado's 
first barranca and the Montgomery 
location or the Floydada Country Club 
site or some other yet unknown nearby 
Garza complex site may be the first 
Teyas village."

"We are going to have to raise more 
money to pay for a more thorough 
excavation of this area," said 
Blakeslee. "A week-end summer dig 
is not enough. These people are all 
volunteering their time and they have 
to get back to work after the Labor 
Day holiday."

The weekend finds have convinced 
the archeologists to keep looking. As 
a result of the past evidence and the 
more recent finds, Blakeslee now feels 
future funding for more excavation 
should be easier to obtain and we 
should be hearing ^ io l more aboiN 
exciting new discoverfes in the areaii>

"We found enough evidence to be 
sure that Blanco Canyon is one of 
Coronado's campsites, although we do 
not know yet which one," said 
Blakeslee. "We shall return."

In an effort to keep the surrounding 
areas of the finds undisturbed organiz
ers have requested that the locations 
of these digs not be published.

"We want to emphasize to people," 
said one of the out-of-state archeolo
gists, "that we are conducting this dig 
to record history and then to leave the 
history there. We are not here to take 
it away."

January 11,1996
Dr. Don Blakeslee returned to the 

Blanco Canyon dig site of a probable 
Coronado campsite. He brought with 
him 10 students to continue the re
search and survey of the area. Freez
ing temperatures have given the 
group a taste of Old Man Winter on 
the Texas Plains.

Floydada to assist 
with Coronado 
grant application

April 25,1996
The City of Floydada has agreed to 

assist the Floyd County Historical 
Museum in making application for a 4 
to 1 match grant which could give the 
area $100,000.00 to use toward the 
Coronado Dig Site in Blanco Canyon 
and improvements to the museum for 
housing the artifacts coming from the 
dig.
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Right to Carry 
law  effective

\  ‘ January 1,1996
As of January 1. Texas residents 

who pass the application process and 
complete the required training course 
can receive a license to carry a con
cealed handgun. The process is 
lengthy and expensive. Applicants 
will be paying for the course, the gun, 
and the license.

Instructors can set their own rate 
for the course, but most charge about 
$150.(X). Handgun prices vary, but 
the four year license fee is $140.00. 
(Indigents can get a license for half 
price.)

L o c a l b a n k  
deposits drop

ARCHEOLOGISTS RECORD HISTORY-Sevend 
visiting archeologists and archeology students visited 
the Coronado site and the Floyd County Musuem the

first week in April to work as a group catalouging 
artifacts found at the Blanco Canyon dig believed to 
be the site of a camp made by Coronado in 1541.

Floyd County Friends work toward  
obtaining a M ulti-purpose Center

February 1,1996
The Floyd County Friends have 

received the 501 C3 permit which 
qualifies them as a tax exempt organi
zation for the Internal Revenue Serv
ice and makes donations eligible for 
tax deductible status. This has pro
vided an impetus to the project and a 
March 30 Gala is being planned as the 
first major fund raising effort. The 
$25.00 price of a ticket will go toward 
the building fund and the ultimate 
goal of amulticolored-puipose center 
in Floyd County.

MULTI-PURPOSE CENTER
SITE SELECTED
March 28,1996
The Floyd County Friends have 

announced the selection of a site for 
the proposed multi-purpose center. It 
is to be located in the Muncy Commu
nity on the west side of Highway 70 
and the south side of FM 786.

A ccording to Floyd County 
Friends President Nick Long, an op
tion agreement has been signed with 
land owners R.C. and Louise Fawver 
foi! a 10-15 acre site. No funds have 
been expended at this time. Payment 
for the land will be made after a grant 
is obtained and the proposed project 
becomes a reality.

At present, the organizaton has 
$3,000.00 in cash and pledges of 
$23,000.00. The group hopes to raise 
about $6,000.00 by hosting a $25.00 
per person gala on March 30.

GALA EXCEEDS 
EXPECTATIONS 
April 4,1996
The expected addition of about 

$6,000.00 to the coffers of Floyd 
County Friends was exceeded by 
more than double that amount as a 
result of the first official fund raiser 
for the proposed multicolored-pur
pose center. More than $15,000.00 
was realized from the special evening 
of entertainment, good food, and 
auctions.

The bidders auction yielded 
$5,460.00 and the silent auction 
added another $4,360.00. Ticket 
sales put an additional $5,000.00 in 
the hopper for the center. This gives

the group more than $19,000 in cash 
plus $30,(X)0.00 in pledges. The 10 
acres of land and in-kind services are 
above that total.

LANEY MEETS WITH 
FLOYD COUNTY FRIENDS 
April 11,1996
Texas Speaker of the House Pete 

Laney met with Floyd County 
Friends to present a gavel used in the 
house to the high bidder who pur
chased it at the recent gala. He handed 
over the wooden mallet to Warren 
Mathis at a noon luncheon on April 8.

Laney pledged to support the local 
project to obtain a multicolored-pur
pose center for Floyd County in 
whatever way he could be of service.

M an gold  M em oria l p lan s  
a d d it io n a l  c o n s tr u c t io n

February 29,1996

Mangold Memorial Hospital in 
Lockney has announced a construc
tion and renovation project totaling 
more than $1,175,000.00. In addition 
to the cost of constructing an addi
tional 3,385 square feet of building, 
the district will be paying $12,500.00 
for asbestos removal in areas to be 
remodeled.

9,402 square feet will be remod
eled during the project according to 
hospital administrator Robin Satter-

white. A new emergency room and 
additional clinic space will provide 
ample room for additional physicians 
in the future. The old hospital areas 
will be converted into office space 
said Satterwhite. >ii:

Satterwhite also stated, “The hos
pital has the reserves to pay for all of 
this without incurring debt. It will be 
paid for through standard hospital 
operations, state appropriations, and 
tax money.”

A ground breaking has been set for 
March 6 at 9:00 a.m.

Power loss causes ’’Black T\iesday”
April 18,1996
A massive power outage left nearly 

a million people in Texas, New 
Mexico, Oklahoma and Kansas 
without power for several hours on 
Tuesday, April 26. Equipment failure 
at the SPS Tolk Station in Muleshoe is 
credited for the power interruption.

Modem conveniences took the day 
offbeginning at approximately 10:25 
a.m. and brought most retail estab
lishments to a standstill with electric 
doors not functioning and electronic 
scanners on the blink.

Police cars now 
have video cameras

March 28,1996
Floydada police vehicles now have 

the use of a dash mounted video 
camera to record stops made by offi
cers. The camera will provide docu
mentation not only of the actions and 
words of the person stopped, but will 
also provide a record of the actions 
and words of the patrolman.

Cameras can be removed and car
ried to a crime scene in order to record 
evidence if needed.

City of Floydada customers re
gained power at about 12:15 for a 
brief period before a generator blew 
a radiator and the resulting drain on 
the system tripped the emergency 
shut down system which worked 
perfectly according to City Manager 
Gary Brown. Without power to pro
vide the compressed air needed 
for powering up the gererators, the 
city generating facility could not be

Lockney seeks 
extended calling

February 22,1996
Petitions have been filed with the 

Public Utilities Commission request
ing that the City of Lockney be in
cluded in the toll free calling area for 
Plainview and Lubbock. Calls to 
Floydada will become toll free when 
Floydada obtains the extended call
ing option in March.

placed back on line.
By 4:30 p.m. power was restored 

throughout the area.

January 4,1996
A decline in deposits at both Floyd 

County banks was a reflection of 
decreased agricultural income ac
cording to local bankers.

At the close of business on Decern-. 
ber 31,1995, FNB Floydada recorded^ 
deposits in the am ount of 
$65,368,063.92, a drop o f $7, 
217,917.16 from 1994. Loans h a d ^ ^  
increased by $4,663,314.04 t d ^ r  
$23,176,756.44.

FNB Lockney December 31 de
posits were $63,704,953.72., includ
ing the deposits of the Floydada 
Branch , the Olton Branch, and the 
Paducah Branch. Loan totals were 
$19,162,196.94. The totals do not 
compare with the previous year as 
Paducah was not a part of the totals in
1994.

H undreds o f  
cranes k illed  
by cold front

January 25,1996
A brutal cold front that swept 

through the area on Wednesday, 
January 24 caused the death of sev
eral hundred Sandhill Cranes nesting 
in the South Plains area. The ex
tremely fast moving front hit the 
county late Wednesday, taking tem
peratures from 71 degrees at noon to 
9 degrees at dark. Birds were frozen 
in the lake and died from exposure.

County building 
permits total more 
than $2.5 million

January 4,1996
Building permits issued in Lock

ney in 1995 totaled $690,600.00. 
Floydada building permits for the 
same period were calculated at 
$1,953,575.00.

Happy 100th Birthday

Longhorn Inn
411 SW 4th Lockney 652-2141

Congratulations to the 
Hesperian-Beacon for 

their 100 years of 
reporting the news

Floydada Implement Co.
Carlton and Louise Fawver

Since 1947
North Hwy 70, Floydada
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V olunteer firem en set 
new record fighting fires

Floyd County Volunteer Fire De
partments, which includes Lockney, 
Floydada and Dougherty, set a fire 
fighting record Tuesday night by 
answering 22 fire calls between the 
hours of 6:30 p.m and midnight.

The fires were caused by lightning 
strikes preceding a thunderstorm that 
moved through the area. In one case 
the firemen were helped out by the 
rain and in others the volunteers 
battled the blazes with water hauled to 
the site.

Firemen were first called to assist in 
fighting a fire in Crosby County, 
seven miles south of Dougherty. Fires 
then broke out in several locations, 
including several fires northeast of 
Floydada, which broke up the fire

teams and spread them very thin.
In the Dougherty area, fire trucks 

arrived from Roaring Springs, Dick
ens, McAdoo, Crosbyton, Lockncy, 
Floydada, Dougherty and Motley 
County.

One Dougherty resident said, “I 
could see three different fires from my 
back door. After dark, the glow from 
the fires made it appear as if the earth 
was on fire.”

Several people around the county 
witnessed lightening striking the 
ground. ‘‘You could see the lightning 
hit the ground and then you saw the 
smoke and fire,” said one witness.

TTie City of Floydada and Lockney 
reported a trace of rainfall.

Drought situation is affecting 
Ogallala Aquifer recharge rate

May 9,1996
Texas Tech Journalism student 

Cori Kellison contributed an article 
in this issue concerning the condition 
of the Ogallala Aquifer. The aquifer 

the major source of ground water 
for this area.

The Ogallala Aquifer underlies the 
High Plains of Texas and provides 
water for many functions carried out 
in the area. The lack of rainfall and

extensive use of water from the aqui
fer is causing a shortfall in the annual 
recharge rate, according to the 
groundwater districts in the high 
plains area.

The depletion rate of the Ogallala 
Aquifer is exceeding the recharge . 
The area is also in an extended 
drought situation that will not im
prove these conditions.

ASB h o ld s  grand o p en in g
March 7,1996
American State Bank will host a 

ribbon cutting for the Floydada 
Branch of the banking facility at 217 
W. California on March 13 at 2:00 
p.m. In addition to the two newest 
branch locations, Floydada and Lit

tlefield, ASB operates five branches 
in Lubbock, and branches in Plain- 
view, Brownfield, Levelland, and 
Snyder. There are also 26 TILLIE 
Automatic Teller Machine locations 
providing free banking services and 
cash availability across the area.

Hesperian celebrates 100 years
March 21,1996
The Floyd County Hesperian-Bea

con celebrates it’s 100th anniversary 
this year on March 27. The first issue

of the paper was published on March 
27,1896. Plans for celebration will be 
delayed until the week of Old Settlers 
in May.

Dr. Swate on probation again
May 2,1996
Dr. Tommy Swate, who left 

Floydada amid a storm of contro
versy in 1993, was placed on 10 years 
probation by the Texas Board of 
Medical Examiners on March 2. The 
board originally suspended his li
cense then stayed the suspension and 
placed him on probation.

An April 27 story in the Odessa 
American said the Ixiard action was

&
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BURLINGTON LINE-Thb 1927 photo of the Floyd County/Quitaque 
tunnel shows the tunnel before the Burlington line was laid.

G u lf  War v e t  w e lc o m e d  
hom e w ith  prayers for peace

“due to unprofessional or dishonor
able conduct, disciplinary action 
taken by another state and profes
sional failure to practice medicine in 
an acceptable manner.”

According to the news story, Swate 
was cited for lying on an application 
to practice medicine in Louisiana and 
professional failure to practice medi
cine in an acceptable manner.

April 11,1991
(As servicemen returned from 

the Gulf War the Hesperian-Bea
con ran a series of stories on the 
experiences of these young men.

Sgt James Bums was the first 
feature the newspaper presented.)

Sgt. James Bums returned to his 
Floydada hometown last week to a 
happy family and a grateful Floydada 
community. Bums, a service member 
of the 24th Infantry, was deployed to 
Saudi Arabia August 25, 1990.

“Our division was the first heavy 
mechanized force to hit the ground,” 
said Bums. “I believe when the 24th 
hit the ground, it stopped the Iraqi’s 
aggression. They knew Bush wasn’t 
playing games then.”

Being the first to hit the ground. 
Bums was also one of the longest to 
stay in Saudi Arabia. The waiting and 
the heat were, to Bums, the hardest 
things to bear.

“It got frustrating waiting, espe
cially through the holidays,” said 
Bums, “and it was so hot during the 
day I never got used to it. It would get 
up to 130 degrees during the day.

“It started getting cool at the end of 
November and I starting worrying 
that if we waited to long to move into 
Iraq it would get hot again. I didn’t 
want to fight in that heat.”

Bums said that it is surprising how 
much moisture there is in the desert. 
“It would get down to freezing some 
nights and the sleeping bags would be 
wet from the dew in the mornings.” 

Active in the army for 4 1/2 years, 
UUsii:̂  the first.qomb^t that Bums,has 
everoeen. The morning of February 
22nd, Bums crossed over into Iraq, as 
part of the Advanced Guard of the 3- 
15 Infantry Task Force.

“Our first objective,” said Bums, 
“was to capture an airfield in southern 
Iraq. We attacked February 25. “ 

This is where I saw most of my 
fighting, and even then we didn’t see 
them until they surrendered.”

Six hundred prisoners were cap
tured at the airfield and 20 helicopters 
and high performance aircraft were 
taken.

After the battle the task force con
tinued into Iraq. “We were up front 
with the armor and infantry vehicles, 
said Bums.

“We were the left hook pass that 
people heard Gen. Schwarzkopf ex
plain. Our job was to slam the door on 
the back of The Republican Guard. 
They (Republican Guard) were not as 
elite as Hussein said. They turned tail 
and ran,” laughed Bums.

Though the infantry was advancing 
before anyone else they saw little 
fighting. “We saw a lot of surrender
ing,” said Bums.

“There were so many surrendering 
all the way that we couldn’t stop to 
take them. We would just take their 
weapons and leave the prisoners for 
the follow up support elements be
hind us to pick up.

“They (the Iraqis) acted happy to 
see us. They were tired of fighting 
and most of them didn’t want to be 
there. The Republican Guard were 
the only soldiers that were taken care 
of by Hussein,” said Bums.

The special task force advanced all 
the way to about 25-30 miles outside

Railroad tunnel's future 
lies in  R ails to Trails

PATRIOT RETURNS-Sgt. Burns, 
of Floydada, returned home from 
Saudi Arabia last week to a happy 
family and a grateful community. 
Bums has been kept busy since his 
return with public speeches to the 
youth at Floydada schools. Shown 
here are; (1-r) Burns holding niece 
Whitney Williams; his wife, Teresa, 
Teresa's sister, Kerrie Williams and 
her daughter Kelsey. — Staff Photo

g i l l i e ' s
Hairstyling for 

the entire fam ily

Since 1982
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Billie Campbell, Owner 
Licensed Cosmetologist

Nexxus Hair Care Products

of Basra before stopping. In a divi
sion of almost 26,000, Bums said that 
eight people were killed.

Asked how he dealt with the fear of 
dieing. Bums said simply, “I just left 
it in the Lord’s hands. I was in Saudi 
Arabia long enough that I had time to 
think things over. I got prepared to go 
out and do my job. I figured if I die, I 
die.

“I was not really scared once we 
went into combat. The only night I 
got scared was when Iraq was rang
ing us with artillery. They were trying 
to find us with artillery in the dark. 
We never knew where it was coming 
from but you could feel the explosion 
shaking ^ e  ground.”

Bom in Lockney, 24 year old Bums 
was raised in Floydada. He is the son 
of Clara Vickers and John Bums. He 
and his wife, Teresa Ann (also a 
Floydada native) have been married 
for four years and have no children.

The couple grew up together as 
next door neighbors. “We were child
hood enemies,” laughs Teresa, “be
fore we became sweethearts.” 

“Everybody’s prayers got me 
through this,” said Teresa. “I never 
got tired of people asking about him. 
We wrote each other every day and 
the letters would take 2 or 3 weeks to 
get here.”

Knowing he was part of the 24th 
Infantry Teresa was able to follow 
her husbands movements (after the 
invasion) by TV reports. “I stayed by 
the TV constantly.”

Teresa stayed with her parents, Pat 
and Dewane Franklin, and babysat 
her sister’s children to stay busv. In 
approximately two weeks, Teresa 
will return with her husband to Ft. 
Stewart, Georgia, where he is sta
tioned.

“It is hard for me to put into words 
what the experience has done to me,” 
said Bums. “Some people take Amer
ica for granted, but until they’ve 
experienced something like this they 
don’t know what it is like to be an 
American.

“All the support we got over there 
made me proud to be an American. It 
was a g o ^  feeling to know people 
were behind us. I’m sorry Vietnam 
vets didn’t get that support during the 
Vietnam war. However, the Vietnam 
vets who came back from Saudi Ara
bia got the welcome they deserved. It 
made them feel a lot better.”

Asked if he was one of the lucky 
soldiers that received a Floyd County 
newspaper. Bums smiled and said 
yes. “I enjoyed reading about the 
support we were getting and I liked 
the way ya’ll put all the names of the 
servicemen and women serving in 
Saudi Arabia in the paper.

“I want to tell my wife and the 
people in Floydada - thanks for your 
support and prayers that they gave all 
of us. Please continue to remember 
the ones that are still over there, the 
ones that have died and the families 
left behind.”

As of May 28, 1992, the railway 
which runs from Estelline to Lubbock 
and from Sterley to Plainview was 
officially  abandoned by the 
Burlington Northern Railroad. The 
tracks are already being removed in 
the canyon between Quitaque and 
South Plains, which will also olfi- 
cially close any rail traffic through 
Floyd County's tunnel. The tunnel 
now looks forward to it's historical 
future as part of the Rails To Trails

The 790-foot “Quitaque Tunnel,” 
completed in 1928, chronicled the 
nation’s love affair with railroads. 
The mystique continued for decades 
as the fabled tunnel became site of 
family picnics, class reunions and 
sight-seeing.

This facility was once regarded as 
the only operating railroad tunnel in 
Texas which was placed in the “Na
tional Register of Historic Places.”

The South Plains track from Qui
taque to Lubbock was constructed in 
1927-28 and a contract crew created 
the 790-foot tunnel (later scaled 
down to 582 feet) and another smaller 
tunnel which has since been day- 
lighted.

Many farmers and their mule teams 
worked at construction jobs while the 
line, destined to become one of the 
most profitable ventures in the sys
tem, was being laid. Actual track
laying was done by a Chinese work 
gang.

The tunnels were produced by two 
crews boring through from each side 
and with barely enough space for a 
man to crawl. Calculation was such 
that the two crews came within bare 
inches of each other. Then the area 
was dug out to proper proportions for 
a train’s passage.

“The tunnel area curves as natu
rally as the creek widening around the 
hill through which it goes,” according 
to an earlier article in this newspaper. 
“A curve leads to the tunnel, a curve 
accents the dramatic ride inside and a 
third curve leads to a deep cut which 
once was a second tunnel.”

Although easier routes existed for 
rails from Quitaque to Lubbock, old 
tim ers believe the one tw isted 
through springed valleys and across

trickling streams was chosen as an 
excursion route to tempt settlers.

Grey Mule was one of the stops. 
There were other settlements of sec
tions houses along the route, acces
sible only by the tracks which fur
nished livelihood and the way to en
tertainment.

Wild plum thickets in the area drew 
families for annual picking parties to 
furnish jelly for the winter. A ways up 
one little creek from the tracks was an 
apple orchard which puzzled all but 
didn’t daunt appreciation of its har
vest.

During the 1930s and 1940s, the 
tunnel was a prime location for school 
outings — for Lubbock and Plain- 
view youngsters, as well as those 
from small communities— as long as 
“the doodle bug” carried passengers.

Fort Worth and Denver South 
Plains Railway Co. was chartered on 
March 6, 1927. The main route was 
completed in 1928 with branches 
from Plainview to Dimmitt and from 
Sterley to Silverton.

“The 204-mile triple-pronged 
stretch into the South Plains em
braces some of the most scenic coun
try in Texas,” a company history 
notes.

The South Plains line proved so 
successful it weathered for years the 
cost and inconvenience of tunnel 
cave-ins — “including the 1957 rain 
season collapsing the short 390-foot 
second tunnel and three major tunnel 
wrecks.” After the last, in 1973, the 
tunnel was shortened to 582 feet and 
the line closed about 18 months to 
allow upgrading of the area including 
heavier rail. Lubbock traffic was re
routed by way of Plainview,

Although many railway tracks 
have been removed throughout West 
Texas, the tunnel has endured to keep 
alive memories of the railroading 
past.
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Thrasher Sand & Gravel
Rt. 4, Box 116, Floydada 983-6275

" S a v i n g  C^ountif 1 ^$2  - 199^ "
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Muffler Shop
Muffler and Tailpipe Specialists 
Custom Duals and Pipe Bending

Don Daniel
210 W. California, Floydada 

806/983-2273

Want Your Pivot Serviced on Request,
Not at Your Dealer’s Earliest Convenience? 
Tired of Excuses, Just Want Service?

What Makes Great Service
1) Factory Trained Service Personnel
2) Experience & Product Knowledge
3) Plentiful Parts Inventory
4) Dependable 24 hr. Guarantee
5) Local Ownership

We're Here to Give You the Service 
You Demand & Deserve, You know the 
Service Your Dealer Promised You.

Chances are we can Warranty your parts
No Matter What Brand of Pivot You Have

W E W ANT TO EARN YOUR BUSINESS!
Satisfaction Guaranteed or Your Service Call Is FREE!

24 hour Service Guarantee or your Service Call is FREEI_ 
Mileage on All Service Calls is FREE!

C A LL: N̂IGHTS AND WEEKENDS
I S h a n n o n  Shurbet / Salss & ServicGCaprock irrigation oystams Res #983-3393

300 West California St., Floydada, Texas H?Snon®Hug1i^^^  ̂/  Services
983-8095 Res #983-6622
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A BIG REWARD 
OFFERED TO 

ANYONE THAT 
CAN STOP

Shorty Turner, Virgil Turner and Leroy Bums 
in front of old City Auto with new building to right

Ricky and Leroy accept 25 Year Award

•f ,

THE CITY AUTO BUNCH
< ij

CITY AUTO-1996-Rlcky Burns, Leroy Burns, R.O. (Shorty) Turner (front row, l-r); Lupe Vargas, Sheryl LeCroy, 
^  Rhonda Guthrie, Loretta Burns, Tomas Barrientos (center, l-r); Randy Payne, Mike Ferrer, Cliff Hacker, Shane

Derryberry, Chad Guthrie, Larry Guthrie, and Lennie Gilroy (back row, l-r).
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CITY AUTO-1960-Frank Goen, Bob Giles, J.C. Jarrett, Johnny Sutherland, A.G. 
Tyler, Richard Burns (back row, l-r); Leroy Burns, Elton Turner, and Virgil D. 
Turner(front row, l-r), Leroy and Virgil were the owners of City Auto at this time.

Since 1960
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O T V  A U TO  S E R V IC E
V f H *  USED CARS *
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CITY AUTO-1964¥ CITY AUTO-1990

Be on the lookout for this brand
CITY AUTO, INC.

You'll see it on cars everywhere
Floydada, Texas 983-3767

BUICK - PONTIAC - GMC


