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Sales

tax

rebates
stumble

Big Spring eclipses
$1M mark but numbers
are off from a year ago

By BILL MCCLELLAN
News Editor

For the second straight
month, Big . Spring wit-
nessed a decline in satey
tax rebates, a less-than-
desirable start for 2007.

The city took in
$368,558.67 this month,
4.98 percent less than the
$387,877.23 received in
March 2006. That comes
on the Reels of an 8.47
percent decline in
February. For the young
year, Big Spring was able
to eclipse the million dol-
lar mark, however, accu-
mulating $1,283,500.92 for
three months. That, too,
is running behind last
year's total at this time by
just 1.39 percent.

The figures come from
the State Comptroller’s
Office and do not indicate
an accurate report of
actual monthly rebates,
as some businesses file
quarterly and by other
methods. They do, howev-
er, indicate a fairly good
comparison, particularly
year-to-year.

As a standard, month-
to-month comparisons are
even less accurate for
smaller communities.
Coahoma, for instance,

’ Rebates comparing
| March 2007 to March
| 2006.

i

|
Brivg»Spring -4.98 ’
Coahoma +10.64

I
| Forsan -49.61
which witnessed a whop-
ping 70 percent increase
comparing February to
February, enjoyed a 10.64
percent increase in
March, comparing the
2007 monthly total of
$5,685.26 to the 2006
monthly rebate of
$5,048.02. For the year,
the home of the
Kindergarden Rodeo has
pulled in $23,902.27, up
47.71 percent when com-
pared to the first three
months of 2006.
Meanwhile, Forsan suf-
fered an about face. After
enjoying a 44.09 percent
increase in February, the
community witnessed a
drop of 49.61 percent this
month. That’s comparing
this month’s rebates of
$6,493.12 to March 2006
rebates of $12,887.40. For

See REBATES, Page 3A

| Above, from left, sib-
" lings Michelle, Elena
' and Carlos Black get
| some coloring time

* 'h,bofoie the start of
| the Big Spring

| Powwow at Dorothy
Garrett Coliseum. At
right, drummers and
dancers signal the
start of the third

| annual event.
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Powwow, AND HOW!

Porter attends Silver Congress session

Special to the Herald

Pat Porter of Big Spring was one
of 13 Texas delegates to attend the
10th anniversary session of the
National Silver Haired Congress
held Feb. 24-28 at the Hilton Mark
Center in Alexandria, Va.

Porter and her Texas colleagues
were the largest delegation at the
event.

The theme for this year’s meeting
was: “Proud to be an American!”

The NSHC is a non-partisan, non-
profit grassroots organization, com-
posed of Silver Senators and Silver

Representatives all 60 years of age
or older, who educate the public
and advocate on behalf of
America’s seniors with the U.S.
Congress. This year delegates from
25 states debated and voted on more
than 70 resolutions submitted to six
legislative issues committees. The
top five resolutions will be present-
ed to Congress and the president as
grassroots input into legislation
and programs for America's
seniors.

The Top Five Resolutions were:

1. Establish a National
Background Registry for health
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A&M SCHOLARSHIPS

The Howard County A&M Club is
accepting scholarship applications for the
2007-2008 school year.

Scholarship application deadlines are

April 2 for Howard County graduating high

school seniors and June 1 for enrolled
college students.

Applications can be printed from the
scholarship application link at the A&M
Club's Web site:
clubs.aggienetwork.com/howard-
countyamc/webhome.htm. Applications
should be mailed to Jerry Foresyth, 2909
MacAuslan, Big Spring 79720.

For more information, contact Diana
Newton at 263-4204 or 816-4331.

Your Perfect Partner®

-« fOr your first bloom

Large family home with 4 bedrooms, 2 baths,
a large den with fireplace, new interior paint,

Call us for a showing appointment todayl

RATTLESNAKE ROUNDUP

The American Business Club
(AMBUCS) of Big Spring will hold its 44th
Annual Rattlesnake Roundup March 23-
25 at the Howard County Fairbarns.

Professional snake handlers will edu-
cate and entertain the public.

The event includes a free arts and crafts
fair and-flea market.

Hours will be 1 p.m. to 6 p.m. Friday, 10
a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday and noon to 6
p.m. Sunday.

Tickets to the Rattlesnake Roundup are
$5 for adults and $3 for children age 4-11
and will be available at the door.

Proceeds will benefit the AMBUCS
Scholarship Fund for Therapists.

and dog run.

caregivers

2. Increase funding for the Older
Americans Act

3. Reject privatization of Social
Security

4. Amend the Medicare
Modernization Act to allow negotia-
tions for lowest prescription cost
and close the coverage gap.

5. Mandatory geriatric education
for tax supported medical schools.

The No. 1 issue addressed a long-
standing need to create a national
“Background Check and Registry of

See PORTER, Page 3A

HOSPITAL INFECTIONS

Health and state officials are trying to
combat a deadly problem.

See Page 5A




Obituaries
Donald W. McKee

Donald W. McKee, 75, of Big Spring
died on Saturday, March 17, 2007, in a
local hospital. Graveside funeral ser-
vices will be held at 1:30 p.m. Tuesday,
March 20, 2007, at the Trinity Memorial
Park Peace Chapel with the Rev. Herb
McPherson, pastor of Calvary Baptist
Church, officiating.

The family will receive friends from 6
p.m. to 7 p.m. Monday at the funeral
— home.

He was born on July 6, 1931, in Bell County and mar-
ried Jeannine Banta on July 4, 1953, in Lamesa.

Mr. McKee moved to Big Spring in 1953 and had
worked at Webb Air Force Base as an aircraft mechan-
ic. He served in the U.S. Army in Germany from 1949
to December 1952. He was very involved in American
Legion Post 506 and served as adjutant. He liked fish-
ing and sports and was an avid Dallas Cowboys fan.
He was a member of East Fourth Street Baptist
Church.

Survivors include his wife, Jeannine McKee of Big
Spring; one daughter, Carolyn Barber of San Angelo;
two sons, Donald W. McKee Jr. and wife, Nancy, and

Ronald McKee and wife, SueAnn, all of San Angelo; *

one brother, Doc Shropshire and wife, Shirley, of
Abilene; one sister, Francis Slatton of New Mexico,
five grandchildren, Monica Elrod and husband, Jake,
of Waxahachie, Mandy Wheeler and husband, Josh, of
Lubbock and Ross McKee, Ryanne McKee and Luke
Barber, all of San Angelo; one great-grandson, Hunter
Elrod of Waxahachie; and numerous other relatives.

Honorary pallbearers will be members of the
American Legion Post 506 of Big Spring.

The family suggests memorials to the American
Legion Post 506, 3203 W. Hwy 80, Big Spring 79720 or
the charity of your choice.

Arrangements under the direction of Nalley-Pickle &
Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big Spring.
Online condolences can be made at:

www.npwelch.com
Paid obituary

Marcus Chavera

Marcus Chavera, 52,of Big Spring died Sunday,
March 18, 2007, in a Midland hospital. His services are
pending with Nalley-Pickle & Welch Funeral Home &
Crematory of Big Spring.

Support Groups

MONDAY

» Encourager’'s Support Group for all widows and
widowers meets the first and third Monday of the
~.month. For more information, call Nancy Hale at 3¢8-
5239. h (b B s )

TUESDAY

» The National Alliance for the Mentally Il1 (NAMI)
support group meets from 3 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. in the
Howard County Library, 500 S. Main. Anyone who has
a mental illness or has a friend or family with mental
illness is invited to participate. Call Felicia Talley at
268-3835 for more information.

« Al-Anon, 615 Settles for family members and
friends of alcoholics meets at 8 p.m.

*Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m.
and closed discussion meeting 8 p.m. to 9 p.m.

WEDNESDAY

* RSD (Reflex Sympathetic Dystrophy, a chronic
pain disease), a new support and informative group
meets at 213 Circle. Call Lucy at 264-1213 for more
information.

* Dual Recovery Anonymous (DRA), 7 p.m. to 8 p.m.
at the Howard County Library Basement Community
Room. DRA is a 12-step meeting for those who have a
desire to stop drinking and/or using drugs and also
have a mental or emotional illness.

All meetings are non-smoking and coffee is not avail-
able but members can bring their own coffee or non-
alcoholic beverage. For more information, call Deidra
F. at (432) 816-3033. Leave a message if you get voice

Fire/EMS

The Big Spring Fire Department and Emergency
Medical Services reported the following activity:

* MEDICAL was reported in the 1200 block of FM
700. One person was transported to SMMC.

* MEDICAL was reported in the 2600 block of
Barksdale. One person was transported to SMMC.

* TRAFFIC ACCIDENT was reported near the inter-
section of 18th Street and Main. Service refused.

* TRAUMA was reported in the 2600 block of
Chanute. One person was transported to SMMC.

* TRAUMA was reported in the 2600 block of
Wasson. One person was transported to SMMC.

* TRAUMA was reported in the 7000 block of W.
Interstate Highway 20. One person was transported to
SMMC.

* MEDICAL was reported in the 4200 block of Dixon.
One person was transported to SMMC.

» MEDICAL was reported in the 2300 block of
Wasson. One person was transported to SMMC.

« MEDICAL was reported in the 1900 block of N.
Highway 87. One person was transported to SMMC.

+ MEDICAL was reported in the 1900 block of
Wasson. One person was transported to SMMC.

* GRASS FIRE was reported in the 2700 block of S.
Gregg Street.

* MEDICAL was reported in the 1400 block of Gail
Highway. One person was transported to SMMC.

« MEDICAL was reported in the 600 block of N.W.
Second Street. One person was transported to SMMC

Police blotter

The Big Spring Police Department reported the fol-
lowing activity between 10 a.m. Saturday and 7 a.m.
today:

* AARON WAYNE HENSLEY, 22, of 2608 Cherokee,
was arrested Saturday on two local warrants and
charges of unauthorized use of a motor vehicle and
criminal mischief,

« DAVID ANTHONY JUAREZ, 20, of 1003 N.W.
Second, was arrested Saturday on a charge of violation
of a protective order.

« HENRY T. FRANCO, 42, of 207 N.W. 10th Street,
was arrested Saturday on charges of assault Class C -
family violence (two counts).

« ROSHANDA E. BETHANY, 27, of 2607 Fairchild,
was arrested Saturday on a charge of aggravated
assault with a deadly weapon.

* LEVI PATRICK CARTER, 28, of 1905 Wasson, was
arrested Sunday on a charge of resisting arrest.

+« KAYLA DENISE HORTON, 43, of 509 Goliad, was
arrested Sunday on two local warrants and a charge of
possession/delivery of drug paraphernalia.

« TYSON DIONE SMITH, 26, of 1506 Johnson, was
arrested Sunday on charges of possession of a con-
trolled substance, possession of marijuana - two
ounces or less, failure to identify as a fugitive from
justice and two local warrants.

« CHARLENE R. STEAGALD, 28, of 405
Washington, was arrested Sunday on a charge of pos-
session of a controlled substance.

« LONNIE RAY GRAY JR., 27, of 2911 W. Highway
80, was arrested Sunday on charges of burglary of a
building and possession of drug paraphernalia.

« THEFT was reported:

- in the 1800 block of Gregg Street.

- in the 2300 block of Wasson.

- in the 400 block of Birdwell Lane.

- in the 1100 block of Lamesa.

- in the 1200 block of 11th Place.

« RESISTING ARREST, SEARCH OR TRANS-
PORTATION was reported in the 1600 b}ock of Martin
Luther King Blvd.

« POSSESSION/DELIVERY OF DRUG PARA-
PHERNALIA was reported in the 500 block of
Runnels.

« POSSESSION OF MARIJUANA - TWO OUNCES
OR LESS was reported in the 600 block of Interstate
Highway 20.

+« POSSESSION OF A CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE
was reported in the 600 block of Interstate Highway 20.

* VIOLATION OF A PROTECTIVE ORDER was
reported in the 1200 block of Stanford.

« UNAUTHORIZED USE OF A MOTOR VEHICLE
was reported in the 500 block of Westover Road.

« CRIMINAL MISCHIEF/FAMILY VIOLENCE
was reported in the 500 block of Westover Road.

« CRIMINAL MISCHIEF was reported in the 1900
block of Mittel.

* BURGLARY OF A HABITATION was reported in
the 2600 block of Fairchild. .

"+ BURGLARY OF A BUILDING was reported in the

1100 block of Fourth Street.

* ASSAULT/CLASS C was reported in the 500 block
of Johnson.

+ ASSAULT CLASS C/FAMILY VIOLENCE was
reported:

- in the 3000 block of Highway 80.

- in the 900 block of Lamesa.

- in the 2100 block of Monticello.

- in the 1800 block of Hearn.

- in the 800 block of FM 700.

* AGGRAVATED ASSAULT was reported in the
2500 block of Chanute.

Sheriff’s report

The Howard County Sheriff's Office reported the fol-
lowing activity:

Note — Officials with the Howard County Jail
reported having 57 inmates at the time of this report.

* MICHAEL ALLEN RICHTER, 32, was arrested
Friday by DPS on a charge of failure to appear -
motion for enforcement.

* PEDRO CHRISTOPHER CARRILLO, 21, was
arrested Friday by DPS on a charge of possession of a
controlled substance.

* CRYSTAL ANN BURCHETT, 26, was arrested
Friday by the HCSO on charges of violation of proba-
tion - evading arrest or detention and violation of pro-
bation - driving while intoxicated.

* ROBERT EDWARD BAKER JR., 33, was arrested
Friday by the HCSO on a charge of hindering the
apprehension/prosecution of a known felon.

* MIRANDA NICOLE HOLDMAN, 23, was trans-
ferred to the county jail Friday by the BSPD on a
charge of filing a false statement for property or cred-
it.

* RAY CARL MCGEE JR., 30, was transferred to
the county jail Friday by the BSPD on charges of
bondsman off bond for evading arrest or detention,
displaying an expired registration, failure to appear
(three counts) and failure to maintain financial
responsibility (two counts).

* GABRIEL LEE BARRAZA, 21, was arrested
Saturday by DPS on charges of possession of marijua-

.na - two ounces or less and displaying an expired
motor vehicle inspection.

* JASON KYLE LISTON, 28, was arrested Saturday
by DPS on a charge of public intoxication.

* ALBERT ARNOLD, 52, was arrested Saturday by
thatiiHCSO on a charge of possession of drug parapher-
nalia.

* DAVID MARGARITO MORENO, 30, was arrested
Siunday by the HCSO on a charge of public intoxica-
tion,

* DAVID ANTHONY JUAREZ, 20, was transferred
to the county jail Sunday by the BSPD on a charge of
violation of a protective order.

* ROSHANDA EVETTE BETHANY, 27, was trans-
ferred to the county jail Sunday by the BSPD on a
charge of aggravated assault with a deadly weapon.

* SANDY RALPH DAVES, 24, was arrested Sunday
by a local constable on a charge of bondsman off bond
for possession of marijuana - two ounces or less.

Bulletin Board

nmmmmmumm,wm
Herald news room at 263-7331 or emall
editor@bigspringherald.com

TODAY

« Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) No. 21 meets at
5 p.m. in the Dora Roberts Rehabilitation Center, 306
W. Third, for weigh-in. The meeting begins at 5:30
p.m. Call 1-800-392-8677 or 263-0391 or 263-1758.

« Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) No. TX 1756
meets at 5:30 p.m. in the First Christian Church of
Big Spring, 911 Goliad. A different program is offered
every week. Enter through the south side. door off
10th Street. Call 263-2786 for more information.

« Evening Lions Club meets at 6:30 p.m. at the
Event Center, 1607 E. Third St.

« DAV and Auxiliary Chapter 47 meets at 6:30 p.m.
at 610 Abrams St.

« Christian Singles Fellowship meets from 7 p.m.
until 9 p.m. at the First United Methodist Church
Youth Hall. All singles in the community are invited
for an evening of fellowship, food and table games.

« Prospector’s Club .work night begins at 7 p.m. at
606 E. Third. :

TUESDAY _

» Big Spring Rotary Club meets at noon In the
Howard College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell LaneJ

« Big Spring Band Boosters meets at 5:30 p.m. 1n the
high school band hall. All band parents are invited
to attend.

« Big Spring Art Association meets at 7 p.m. in the
Howard County Library. All working artists and
those interested in art are invited to attend.

« Order of the Eastern Star No. 67 meets at 7:30 p.m.
at 221 Main.

WEDNESDAY

+ Optimist Club meets at 7 a.m. in the Howard
College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane.

« Senior Circle meets at 10:30 a.m. at Scenic
Mountain Medical Center for Sit and Be Fit Chair
Aerobics. Those 50 years and older are invited to
attend. Call 268-4721.

« Senior Circle meets at 11 a.m. in the Scenic
Mountain Medical Center classroom for Stretch and
Tone. Call 268-4721.

« Downtown Lions Club meets at noon at the
Howard College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane.

* Duplicate Bridge Club meets at 1 p.m. in the Big
Spring Country Club.

« Fraternal Order of Eagles Aerie meets at 7 p.m. in
the Eagles Lodge, 703 W. Third St.

Weather

Today — .Mostly cloudy. Patchy fog in the morning.
Isolated showers and thunderstorms in thé affémoon.

'"Hghs dround 80 South winds 10 to 15 mph. Chance of

precipitation 20 percent.

Tonight — .Mostly cloudy with a 20 percent chance
of showers and thunderstorms. Lows in the upper 50s.
Southeast winds 10 to 15 mph.

Tuesday — .Partly cloudy. A 20 percent chance of
showers and thunderstorms in the afternoon. Highs in
the upper 70s. South winds 10 to 15 mph.

Tuesday night — .Mostly cloudy with a 20 percent
chance of showers and thunderstorms. Lows in the
mid 50s. South winds 15 to 20 mph.

Wednesday — .Mostly cloudy with a 30 percent
chance of showers and thunderstorms. Highs in the
mid 70s. South winds 15 to 25 mph.

Wednesday night — .Mostly cloudy with a 40 percent
chance of showers and thunderstorms. Lows in the
mid 50s.

Thursday — .Mostly cloudy with a 50 percent chance
of showers and thunderstorms. Highs in the upper 60s.

Thursday night — .Mostly cloudy with a 50 percent
chance of showers and thunderstorms. Lows in the
lower 50s.

Lottery

Results of the Lotto Texas drawing Saturday night:
Winning numbers drawn: 2-15-31-38-40-41.
Number matching six of six: 0.
Estimated jackpot for Wednesday night drawing: $60
million.
LA R J
Results of the Cash 5 drawing Saturday night:
Winning numbers drawn: 7-22-28-29-34.
Number matching five of five: 0.
Next Cash 5 drawing: Tonight.
LA R
The winnlng Pick 3 numbers drawn Saturday night,
in order: 7-5-3 )
LELX ]
The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn Saturday after-
noon, in order: 8-4-4
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Dedication of new Texas A&M facility today

COLLEGE STATION (AP) - Texas A&M University
plans to expand enrollment at its Qatar engineering
school and begin a graduate program this fall with the
opening of a new building, officials said.

Dignitaries including former President George H.W.
Bush and Texas Gov. Rick Perry traveled to the
Middle East for the Monday dedication of the 595,000
square-foot Texas A&M University at Qatar facility.

A&M-Qatar, which has been sharing space with
another university since the program’s start in 2003,
offers undergraduate degrees in chemical, electrical,
mechanical and petroleum engineering.

Desi Burns Porter, assistant director of public affairs
at A&M-Qatar, said the building cost an estimated $142
million.

The Qatar Foundation for Education, Science and
Community Development paid for the new building,
which is located at a 2,500-acre site in Doha known as
Education City.

Richardson begins tour for support in Texas
DALLAS (AP) — At the start of a tour to try to cap-
ture the support of neighboring Texans, Democratic

~ presidential hopeful and New Mexico Gov. Bill

Richardson said Sunday that, if elected, he would
work to raise the country’s image around the world
while improving wages and health care availability at
home.

“I can get bipartisan support. I can bring Democrats
and Republicans together. I can bring nations togeth-
er,” Richardson, a former congressman, ambassador
and energy secretary in the Clinton administration,
told a small group of mainly Spanish language media
Sunday.

With planned stops in San Antonio, Abilene and
Austin this week, Richardson is trying to capture the
support of neighboring Texas for several reasons. The
state would have a better say in selecting presidential
nominees if lawmakers move up the primary to Feb. 5.
Texas also offers Richardson, the son of a Mexican
mother and American father, a potential base of sup-
port in its growing Latino population.

Chris Bell joins Washington lobbying firm

AUSTIN (AP) — Former Democratic congressman
and gubernatorial candidate Chris Bell will start a
new job Monday with the Washington, D.C.-based lob-
bying firm Patton Boggs.

Bell, who finished second to Texas Gov. Rick Perry
in last year’s election, will work to bring in clients and
develop a public policy lobbying business in Texas for
the firm.

“I decided this would be the best way to really play
to my strengths,” said Bell, who will keep his home in
Houston and travel to Washington and Austin as need-
ed.

Bell, a former Houston city councilman, gained

received in March 2006.

attention as a freshman congressman. He filed the
complaint that led the House Ethics Committee to
admonish then-House Majority Leader Tom DeLay for
ethics violations.

Bell, who argued for ethics reform during his guber-
natorial bid, said it won’t be difficult to work as a lob-
byist after emphasizing ethics. He described Patton
Boggs as “a very ethical firm” and said he’ll conduct
himself properly.

Singer struck and killed on |-30 service road

ROYSE CITY (AP) — Country singer Buck Jones was
struck and killed as he walked along an Interstate 30
service road after his vehicle blew a tire early
Saturday, his promoter said Sunday.

The Department of Public Safety said Jones, of
Nashville, Tenn., was struck from behind about 2:40
a.m. Saturday on the I-30 service road near Royse City.

Promoter and co-producer Billy Block said in a news
release that Jones, 33, was walking along the road to
look for a mile marker to help identify his location so
that AAA could send assistance.

Chaddrick Hunter, of Royse City, was being held
Sunday night in the Hunt County Jail in Greenville on
an intoxicated manslaughter with a vehicle charge.
His bond was set at $50,000.

Block said Jones and his guitarist Jon Byrd were on
their way to Dublin to perform at a private party.

HPD officers who used Tasers not disciplined

HOUSTON (AP) — None of the Houston police offi-
cers who've fired Tasers most frequently have been
reprimanded for unjustifiably using the stun gun,
even though one-third of the suspects were never con-
victed of a crime, a newspaper reported.

A review by the Houston Chronicle found that nine
HPD officers have fired their Tasers at at least six peo-
ple since the City Council approved-the $4.7 million
purchase of the alternative weapons in November 2004.

The newspaper reviewed over 1,000 Taser incidents
since December 2004.

The nine officers have shocked a combined 74 people
during incidents that mostly stemmed from distur-
bances and traffic stops, but also included some vio-
lent assaults. Of that number, 23 were never convicted
of crimes.

Police Chief Harold Hurtt defends the department’s
policy of monitoring Taser use, saying that a super-
vising officer is required to go to the scene when a sub-
ordinate uses a Taser.

“We review these incidents with a very critical eye
because we know the public is going to hold us
accountable,” Hurtt said. “With Tasers we had added
a tool that has assisted us in preventing injury and
death to both officers and to citizens.”

Officer Mark Jenkins, a 22-year HPD veteran,
shocked seven people in two years. He said that if he
didn’t have the option of a Taser, he might have resort-
ed to his firearm in two of those cases.

“I had just cause to use deadly force but was able to
immobilize those suspects without them or any offi-
cers getting injured,” Jenkins said. )

l;rge—s—t” . Vﬁcromr;lur’litr);. 7 Fbr tile year, tﬁe Tall City

State’s foster care program has flaws

HOUSTON (AP) — Two years after lawmakers
revamped the way Texas investigates child abuse
cases, the state’s Child Protective Services is facing a
new challenge: overcrowding.

About 20,000 abused and neglected Texas children
spend time in foster care each year. Since 2004, the
population of abused children placed in temporary fos-
ter homes or facilities has risen by at least 29 percent,
or 6,465 more children.

In January, at least 37 hard-to-place children slept in
CPS offices, which are becoming makeshift dormito-
ries. Of those, 32 spent a whole night, with the rest
spending just a few hours before a home could be
found. In one case, a child slept four nights in Dallas-
area offices.

Nearly two dozen of the 32 stayed at the CPS chil-
dren’s waiting room on Chimney Rock, in Houston. On
March 5, there were 13 children, including three
babies, who slept in the waiting room while staff mem-
bers kept watch.

Houston has more children staying overnight in the
waiting room in part because most of the state’s facil-
ities for emotionally troubled youths are here. Once
children are discharged, CPS must find foster homes
orthem, andHagy are not always immediately ready.

Man charged with

apital murder in shooting
HOUSTON (AP) — A

A0 has beeh charged with
Mzedly shot and Kkilled a
state game warden after a\hi
Department of Public(Safety sa

The charges were filed i
who was injured in the gux
Lisa Block said.

2 County Jail.
enyppointed an
attorney yet. e D

According to DPS, Freeman led Justin Hurst and
another warden, along with deputies from the
Wharton County Sheriff’s Department, on a chase after
he was suspected of hunting illegally from a roadside.

Hurst was shot and killed on Saturday, his 34th
birthday, when the chase ended with an exchange of
gunfire.

Maj. Rolly Correa, a spokesman for the Texas Parks
and Wildlife Department, said 16 game wardens have
been killed in the line of duty since 1919.

Wharton County is southwest of Houston.

Staff injuries at troubled TYC facilities rising

AUSTIN (AP) — Juvenile prison guards with the
troubled Texas Youth Commission, which is embroiled
in scandal amid inmate claims of sexual and physical
abuse, are themselves filing a surge of claims that
they're getting hurt inside the facilities.

According to state records, TYC employees claim
work-related injuries more than any state agency —
including four times the rate of Department of
Criminal Justice employees, who guard adult prison-
ers.

10.65 percent. $14,585.21 this month

PRI P

REBATES -

Continued from Page 1A

the year, Forsan has
brought in $21,021.12, or
8.56 percent below last
year's total at this same
time.

Witnessing a small
increase — but an
increase nontheless —
was Abilene, which raked
in $2,379,217.85. Compared
to the $2,291,405.90 check
received in Marc¢h 2006,
the Key City posted slight
hike of 3.83 percent.
Abilene has brought in
$8,465,099.80 for the year,
up 4.41 percent.

Brownfield took a small
hit, a negative 5.85 per-
cent, comparing the
$69,656.04 received this
month to the $73,991.04

For the year, Browafield
has received $250,102.173,
and is behind last year’s
totals by 3.36 percent.

Colorado City received a
substantial hike of 19.71
percent, comparing the
$35,708.83 the Mitchell
County seat rang up this
month to the $29,827.95 it
tucked away in March of
2006. For the first three
months of 2007, Colorado
City has received
$135,061.90, up 8.32 per-
cent.

Fort Stockton took in
$139,951.09 this month, a
scant 1.75 percent
increase when compared
to the $137,542.05 received
in March 2006. For the
year, the home of Paisano
Pete has brought in
$486,320.35, up 9.74 per-
cent.

Dawson County’s

Lamesa, pulled in
$78,491.12 this month, up
9.31 percent compared to
the $71,805.25 it received
in March 2006. So far for
2007, Lamesa has received
$282,276.36, up 9.79 per-
cent.

Lubbock came close, but
wasn’t able to match last
March’s payments. The
home of Texas Tech
University
$3,352,311.56, down just
0.48 percent when com-
pared to the $3,368,537.641
taken in during March
2006. For the year,
Lubbock has pulled in
$12,075,708.64, up 4.15 per-
cent.

Midland witnessed an
increase of 7.34 percent,
comparing the
$2,271,173.76 received this
month to the $2,115,770.21
taken in for March 2006.

has pulled in $8,381,845.35,
up 10.72 percent.
Monahans posted a 26.12
percent increase. The
Ward County seat
received $114,261.63 this
month compared to
$90,596.51 a year ago. For
2007, Monahans has taken
in $363,575.89, up 20.65
percent.
essa received

received/ 1,511,893.13 this month, a

9.75 percent increase com-
pared to the $1,377,473.95
taken in a year earlier.
For 2007, Odessa has
received $5,490,970.10, up
a healthy 18.35 percent.
Pecos roped a 3.61 per-
cent increase in rebates
this month, comparing
reciepts of $81,912.51 to §
79,057.61 a year ago. For
the expanse of 2007, the
Reeves County seat has
posted $270,741.65, up

PORTER
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Health Caregivers.”
Current safeguards have
been inadequate. Such a
national registry would
help to prevent abuse of
elderly patients by
past offenders who move
out of state to avoid detec-
tion. .

The Older Americans
Act was reauthorized by
Congress in 2006 at a
slightly reduced level
from 2005. The second rec-
ommendation is to pro-
vide a 10 percent increase
in OAA federal funding
for new programs such as
= Choices for
Independence” and “
Elder Justice.”

The third priority reso-
lution urges Congress and
the President to reject the
concept of privatization of
Social Security. .

Celebrating 10 years of
NSHC service, Silver Sen.
Bea Bacon from Kansas
was honored as the found-
ing chair (1997-99) and
one of the original orga-
nizers. Other past chairs
recognized were the late
Jeanne Tippett of Illinois

(2000-01) and Homer Lear
of Texas (2001-2005), as
well as current NSHC
Chair Wally Daeley of
Montana (2006-08).

Bob Blancato, executive
director of the 1995 White
House Conference on
Aging and a consultant
from Washington, D.C.,
and other 1997 charter
members talked about
how the organization got
started. By providing
NSHC members an oppor-
tunity to interact with
their peers and the U. S.
Congress, the NSHC has
had a significant impact
on national aging policy
and legislation.
Reauthorization of the
Older Americans Act in
2000 and 2006 and appoint-
ment of 32 NSHC mem-
bers as delegates to the
2005 White House
Conference on Aging are
examples of how the orga-
nization has helped pro-
mote the quality of life for
America’s seniors.

Many NSHC members
at the meeting are part of
what has become known
as the “greatest genera-
tion,” including 12 World
War' Il veterans and the
founder of the Rosie the

Riveter Association.
These folks also played a
major role in producing
the tidal wave of baby
boomers that is about to
hit the shores of our sys-
tems and infrastructure.
Veterans from all wars
and periods were also rec-
ognized.

The NSHC expressed its
deep respect and grati-
tude for the brave men
and women currently
serving in the armed
forces with a proclama-
tion that was unanimous-
ly approved. The organi-
zation wanted them to
know that the NSHC will
use its influence in sup-
port of providing all the
necessary resources need-
ed on the battlefield and
on the home front until
they are safely in their
homes.

Caringearts

Barbara Kennelly, presi-
dent and CEO of the
National Committee to
Preserve Social Security
and Medicare, addressed
the group. She urged
members to contact
Congress and recommend
that pending crisis in
Social Security, Medicare
and healthcare remain on
the front burner.

Silver Sen. Dallas
Knudson of North Dakota
coordinated the celebra-
tion and Silver Rep.
Hannah Timmons of
South Carolina was act-
ing chair for the session.

For further information
on the National Silver
Haired Congressor to
learn how to become a
member or supporter,
please go to www.natl-
shc.org or email
p.porter@natlshc.orge. or

S ome Healith
Helping People With:

Howard County’s

Premiere Home Health
We Bring The Caring Home
1900 Scurry

7144510

Chalking a 4.15 percent
decrease comparing last
March to the present was
San Angelo. The city
received $1,343,493.32 this
month and $1,401,746.53 in
March 2006. for the year,
the home of Angelo State
University and a Howard
College campus has
received $4,711,492.38, up
4.06 percent.

Snyder, of white buffalo
fame, witnessed the
slimmest of increases —
0.07 percent — when com-
paring this March’s
rebates of $151,331.75 to
last March’'s rebates of
$151,218.97. For the year,
the Scurry County seat
has received $524,848.35,
an increase of 5.88 per-
cent.

Stanton continued to
suffer through tough
times, bringing in just

call 432 399-4456 or 432
270-4456.

MYERS & SMITH

FUNERAL HOME
& CHAPEL
24th & Johnson 267-8288

Affordable pre-need
plans

compared to $23,327.20 for
March 2006. For the first
three months of 2007, the
home of Old Sorehead
Trade Days as brought in
$52,482.21, a decrease of

34.76 percent.

And finally,
Sweetwater, home of the
“World’'s Largest
Rattlesnake Roundup,”

held ilast weekend, avoid-
ed being snakebit. The
Nolan County seat
received $177,567.98, just
1.81 percent more than
the $174,394.77 it took in
during March 2006. For
the year, Sweetwater has
taken in  $655,902.72.
That's up 2.8 percent.

Bill McClellan can be
reached at 263-7331, ext.
235 or by e-mail at news-
desk@bigspringherald.co
m
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; E DITORIAL

“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment
of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridg-
ing the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the
people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government
for a redress of grievances.”

-FIRST AMENDMENT

Opinions expressed on this page are those of the Editorial Board of the Big
Spring Herald unless otherwise indicated.

Ron Midkiff
Publisher
John A. Moseley Bill McClellan
Managing Editor News Editor
OUuR VIEWS

Be cautious now
as school bells
are again ringing

=t’s amazing that in the few short days
. children are out of classes for spring
' break, too many of us seem to forget
what we need to do when driving near
schools. Yes, school is back in session
throughout the Crossroads area and we all
need to be prepared.

Sure, we're all busy.

That’s especially true for those who must
make arrangements for getting children to
school in the morning and back home again
in the afternoon. For those of us who work,
it can be a harried time. We're balancing
their schedule with ours, trying to get to
work, then maybe taking a quick afternoon
break so we can rush to the school and pick
up the children and deliver them to a rela-
tive's house, daycare or home.

We’ve all been outside the school building
when the final bells rings. It is a beehive of
activity, with children scampering every-
where and cars lined up waiti viously,
the potential for an accident- creased.
Fortunately, however, there have been few of
those over the years.

That’s because most of us observe the speed
limits in school zones and are aware of the
potential danger.

Here are some important points to remem-
ber:

* Slow down. Always obey the speed limit
when traveling through neighborhoods and
school zones.

» Be attentive. Watch for children gathering
near bus stop and walking in the street, espe-
cially where there are no sidewalks.

* Remain alert. Hurried children may dart
into the street without looking for traffic.

None of us is so busy, nor is there any
emergency so important that we can afford to
put our young people at risk by driving in an
unsafe manner.

How To Conrtact Us

The Herald is always interested in our readers' opinions.

In order that we might better serve your needs, we offer
several ways in which you may contact us:

* In person at 710 Scurry St.

* By telephone at 263-7331

« By fax at 264-7205

* By e-mail Managing Editor John A. Moseley at

editor@bigspringherald.com or News Editor Bill McClellan
at newsdesk@bigspringherald.com.

+ By mail at P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721

LETTER POLICIES

The Herald welcomes letters to the editor.

* Limit your letters to no more than 300 words.

« Sign your letter.

« Provide a daytime telephone number, as well as a street
address for verification purposes.

« We reserve the right to edit for style and clarity.

* We reserve the right to limit publication to one letter per
30-day period per author.

* Letters that are unsigned or do not include a telephone
number or address will not be considered.

» Letters should be submitted to Editor, Big Spring Herald,
P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721. They can also be e-
mailed to editor@bigspringherald.com

A SMALL PRAYER

by K. Rae Anderson

Your power and.love for us is great, Lord, thank You for
Your help in our lives.

Amen

OPINION

This war not worth the cost

ongress will soon consider

another $100 billion for

this year in additional

war spending requested
by the Bush administration. If it
acquiesces, the total tab for the
Iraq War will hit nearly half a tril-
lion dollars.

Half a trillion dol-
lars. This sum gets
more real when we
think about it at the
state, city or house-
hold level: For
Pennsylvania taxpay-
ers, it means $17.4 bil-
lion. For taxpayers in
Kansas, it’s $3.6 bil- ANITA
lion. Every household DANCS
would face an average
bill of $4,100. With
spending running at a rate of $11
million per hour comes another
question: Is the Iraq War worth it?

The war’s cost is more than just

"a dollar figure.

It represents lost opportunities.
Every dollar spent on destruction
can’t be invested in our future.
Just imagine: For what the gov-
ernment has spent so far, we
could have provided health care
coverage for all uninsured chil-
dren since the War began four
years ago this month; and granted
four-year scholarships (tuition and
fees) to a public university for all
of this year’s graduating seniors;
and built half a million affordable
housing units; and fully funded
the amount the Coast Guard esti-
mated is needed for port security;
and trigled the federal commit-
ment to renewable energy and
energy conservation. There still
would be enough money left over
to cut this year’s budget deficit in
half.

These numbers are as astound-
ing as they are incomplete.

For one, the Iraq War is essen-
tially deficit-financed. Depending
on the assumption made about
how long it will take to pay back
the money and what happens to
interest rates, payments on the
debt could pile on at least another
$100 billion to the total, and possi-
bly hundreds of billions of dollars.
Health care and disability pay-
ments for veterans who have been
seriously wounded in the war will
also run into the hundreds of bil-
lions of dollars.

Our children, and possibly their
children, will end up paying for
all of this.

Aside from the financial costs,
the human costs are immense.
More than 3,100 U.S. soldiers have
been killed so far. And the Bush
administration wants to put more
troops in harm'’s way. As it is, the
average monthly number of sol-
diers dying in combat is much
higher than when the war began.
Another 23,000 U.S. soldiers have
been wounded in action with yet
another 25,000 suffering from dis-
eases and accidents that all too
often co-exist with war.

The Iraqis have fared much
worse.

A study published in the respect-
ed medical journal, “The Lancet,”
estimated that hundreds of thou-
sands of Iraqis have died. Plus,
there are around two million
Iraqis who are now refugees, dri-
ven from their homes due to con-
flict, many of whom are residing
in Syria and Jordan. And hun-
dreds of thousands of displaced
Iraqis have fled their homes and
towns for other areas of Iraq.

If only we could claim the cause
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of national security. Yet, the most
ironic cost of the War is national
security. It has alienated enemies
and allies alike. To have true secu-
rity in this globalized world, we
must work hand in hand with our
allies to fight our enemies.
Instead, we have strained most of
those relationships. Worse still is
that we have encouraged backlash
against our country. The ranks of
those willing to commit violence
against us and our allies has sure-
ly grown. ‘

Luckily, there is an alternative.
Security experts are about to
release the 4th annual Unified
Security Budget for the United
States which shows the best of all
worlds: less spending on war,
more spending on prevention and
security at home, and with dolla;s
still left over to address other pri-
orities. These are real answers to
real problems. Our leaders just
need the political will to use them.

We have arrived at a critical
juncture. Regardless of whether
we supported the war before it
started or we thought it a bad
idea, we all must work together to
bring it to a swift end and work
for a peaceful tomorrow.

And we haven't even mentioned
what the administration wants for
next year: another $142 billion for
more war.

Anita Dancs is research director
for the National Priorities Project
(www.nationalpriorities.org), a
member of the Security Policy
Working Group, the Task Force for
a Unified Security Budget and a
Foreign Policy In Focus analyst
(www.fpif.org).
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GOP has fallen into bad hands

nn Coulter — she’s that

skinny blonde with the

long hair and spooky

eyes — makes her living
calling people names. Liberal peo-
ple, mainly, but she has other tar-
gets. Of the 9/11 widows of the vic-
tims of the Twin Towers attack
she’s said:

“I've nevei seen
people enjoying their
husbands’ deaths so
much. And by the
way, how do we
know their husbands
weren’t planning to
divorce those

harpies?”
You get the idea. DONALD
She is the snowmo- KauL

bile of Conservative

Republican politics — mee———
loud, raucous and polluting. She
upheld that reputation in a recent
speech to the Conservative
Political Action Conference (the
most important Conservative con-
ference of the year).

As she neared the end of her
“analysis” of Democratic presiden-
tial candidates, she said:

“I was going to have a few com-
ments on the other Democratic
presidential candidate, John
Edwards, but it turns out that you
have to go into rehab if you use
the word ‘faggot,’ so I'm kind of at
an impasse.”

The line got a good laugh and
some applause from the conserva-
tives but not much of a rise from
the press, which largely ignored
it. But as word of the performance
seeped out so did outrage.
Edwards complained, Democrats
complained, Republicans com-
plained; even the Republican. pres-
idential candidates complained.

“Wildly inappropriate,” John *
McCain called her comments.

She responded (on Fox News,
naturally) by saying that “the
word I used has nothing to do
with sexual preference. It is a
schoolyard taunt.”

Oh. I guess it’s OK then.

But the issue here isn’t Ann
Coulter. She is what she is. The
real question is: Why were those
people laughing? What in the
world has happened to Republican
Conservatives? Remember when
the GOP was the party of nice peo-
ple? When it was made up of men
who wore white shoes in the sum-
mer and women who wore hats
indoors?

Now its core is made up of lame-
brained right-wingers who squirm
with delight as a professional
character assassin berates their
political enemies with “school
yard taunts.”

The Coulter incident is just a
minor symbol of what’s happening
to us.

Of far more moment is the scan-
dal over the way we're treating
our wounded and maimed service
people on their return to us.

A series of scathing articles in
the “Washington Post” has
revealed shocking conditions in
the rehabilitation facilities of our
nation’s military and veterans hos-
pitals.

The returning vets have been
subjected to rat- and cockroach-
infested housing, inadequate coun-
seling and an all-but impenetrable
bureaucracy that resists providing
any care at all.

The story isn’t new; it was
reported in “Slate” magazine sev-
eral years ago, but not until the
“Post” got after it did it spark the

national indignation we now wit-
ness. The public is mad, Congress
is mad, the Pentagon is mad and,
by golly, even Dick Cheney is
mad.

“We're going to fix the problems
at Walter Reed, period,” he said,
stamping his little foot. You have
to wonder who he thinks has been
in charge for the past six years.

The story is being reported as
one of incompetence and it is that,
but it’s also about political corrup-
tion. Much of the administrative
work at Walter Reed has been out-
sourced to companies with politi-
cal connections. And they haven't
done the job; they've merely
cashed the checks.

The sad fact is that we really
don’t give a damn about what hap-
pens to our troops. If we did some-
body would have been paying
attention to our damaged soldiers,
at least as much attention as has
been paid to Anna Nicole Smith.

We think supporting the troops
means putting a little sticker on
our cars saying, “Support the
Troops.”

Tell that to a young woman try-
ing to learn to walk on her artifi-
cial legs while a rat skitters across
the room or to the young man
whose head injury has left him
half-blind and befuddled as he
tries to find his way to his rehab
session, unaided.

This is another shameful chapter
in a shameful war.

Don Kaul is a two-time Pulitzer
Prize-losing Washington correspon-
dent who, by his own account, is
right more than he’s wrong. Email
him at dkaull@uverizon.net.
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HEALTH

S5A

SMMC'’s VitalStim helps
patients with dysphagia

Speclal to the HERALD

Scenic Mountain
Medical Center has pur-
chased equipment that
will aid patients in re-
educating their throat
muscles to swallow.

VitalStim therapy is the
first proven treatment for
dysphagia and is the only
therapy backed by com-
pelling clinical data pro-
vided by the Food and
Drug Administration.

Dysphagia, or difficulty
with swallowing, is a
sorely neglected medical
disorder that impacts as
many as 15 million
Americans, with approxi-
mately one million people
annually receiving a new
diagnosis of the condi-
tion.

It is defined as any dif-
ficulty in swallowing.
Symptoms of dysphagia
can include coughing
while swallowing or after
swallowing, choking on

food or liquid, the sensa-
tion of food getting stuck
in the throat, pain during
swallowing, shortness of
breath during feeding and
onset of pneumonia.

VitalStim therapy uses
small electrical currents
to stimulate the muscles
responsible for swallow-
ing. At the same, time a
dysphagia specialist
guides the patient
through active swallow-
ing therapy to re-educate
normal swallow function.
Patients often see good
results in six to 20 treat-
ments.

“Scenic Mountain
Medical Center is pleased
to announce that Mitzi
Worsham, speech thera-
pist, received training
this past year and is a
certified VitalStim spe-
cialist,” a hospital
spokesperson said.

For more information,
call 432-268-4594.

Continually stu

arents, does your
hild’s nose
always seem to
be stopped up?
Did you know that this
could affect the way they
look, even as an adult?

Have you
seen chil-
dren and
adults with
long faces?
I don’t
mean sad
faces, but
actually
long faces?
Have you
noticed
that they
often have
difficulty
breathing
through the nose? Often
their mouth will be open
slightly because it's easi-
er for them to‘breathe
that way.

There is a connection
between mouth breath-
ing and improper devel-
opment of the bones of
the face. So, does the

DR. DAvVID
WARD

Lbreath‘mg pattern cause

the long face or does the
long face cause the
breathing problem? The
answer is both.

So which came first,
the chicken or the egg?
Actually, in this case,
the continual breathing
problem can in fact
cause the bones of the
face to grow differently.
How does this occur?

When a young child
continually mouth
breathes, the jaw rotates
downward to open the
mouth. Over the years,
this causes the jaw joint
to actually grow differ-
ently, resulting in the
jaw growing more down-
ward and less forward.

Another result of the
mouth being continually
slightly open is that the
tongue does not rest in
the roof of the mouth.
The tongue is a very
powerful orthodontic and
orthopedic force. Proper
tongue position is neces-
sary for proper tooth
position and proper
growth of the palate.

Results are often a long,
narrow palate with
flared upper front teeth.

When the palate is nar-
row, the nasal passages
also tend to be narrower
and more easily clogged.
Thus the “vicious cycle”
is completed. Even as
adults, these folks are
more prone to constant
blocked nasal passages
due to their constricted
size.

Now doesn’t heredity
provide the main input
into facial development?
Yes, but it’s not the only
factor. If the child’s
genes say “short, round
face,” then no noticeable
damage will likely be
seen. If the child’s genes
already say “normal,” or
worse, “long, narrow
face,” then.mouth
breathing may have a
big negative effect.

In summary, if your
child is always stuffed
up, talk to your child’s
physician. Don’t worry
about an occasional cold
or sinus infection. The

fy noses affect face development

constant problems are
usually allergy related.
Reduce allergy producing
things in the house
(including smoking). See
an allergy doctor if you
need to, but try not to let
the problem continue if
at all possible.

Also, a dentist trained
in orthodontics can easi-
ly expand a growing
child’s palate and help
redirect the direction of
jaw growth. Addressing
the problems during the
years of growth is criti-
cal. Once growth is com- |
plete, surgery is usually |
needed to help correct
the problems.

Dr. David Ward prac-
tices family dentistry in
Big Spring.at 1500
Scurry. He is currently
president of the Permian
Basin Dental Society. He
is also a member of the
Texas and American
Dental Associations and
the Academies of
Cosmetic Dentistry and
Gp Orthodontics.

Deadly germs take grim toll in hospitals

By JAN JARVIS
McClatchy Newspapers

FORT WORTH — The
week before Christmas
was filled with excite-
ment for 6-year-old
Macenzie and her mother,
Lacie Simmons.

stand that hospitals are
full of bacteria,” she said.
“It lives in the environ-
ment, and nurses and doc-
tors carry that bacteria

from patient to patient.”
Many hospitals already
collect data and are trying
to address
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arrived,
Macenzie clung to her
mother.

“I just need to take care
of my mom,” she repeated
as she patted her mother’s
arm. It was the last time
she saw her mother alive.

“Her blood pressure bot-
tomed out, her heart
failed and that was it,”
sald Lacie’'s mother,
Renee Simmons.

Within 26 hours, Lacie
Simmons was dead. A
preliminary autopsy
showed that an infection
killed her. Back surgery
three weeks earlier had
hardly slowed the single
mother.

But her parents believe
she picked up the infec-
tion after surgery to fuse
two discs in her spine.

Anyone who goes into
the hospital could end up
the same way as Lacie,
who was just 28 and
healthy, Simmons said.

“It’s a crapshoot,” she
said.

Each year, an estimated
2 million patients — 1 in
20 people — get a serious
infection while hospital-
ized on an out patient or
inpatient basis, according
to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention.

More than 90,000 of
these patients die, most
often from infections
acquired through intra-
venous tubes, catheters
and ventilators. Treating
them costs the country
more than $4.5 billion a
year.

Infections lurking in the
nation’s hospitals have
been a well-kept secret for
years because informa:
tion is not publicly
reported, said Lisa
McGiffert, director of
Consumers Union’s Stop
Hospital Infection
Campaign in Austin.

“People need to under-

state Rep.
Joe Straus introduced a
bill in the new legislative
session to require report-
ing of methicillin-resis-
tant “staphylococcus
aureus,” or MRSA, which
can cause deadly staph
infections.

The Advisory Panel on
Health-Care Associated
Infections’ recommenda-
tions focus on creating a
reporting system that
reduces infection rates,
said Joel Ballew, director
of government affairs for
Texas Health Resources, a
faith-based healthcare
provider. The recommen-
dations also seek to edu-
cate consumers and
reduce healthcare costs.

“Hopefully, it's a win-
win for everyone,” Ballew
said.

State Sen. Jane Nelson
and state Reps. Yvonne
Davis and Dianne. Delisi
have filed bills that follow
the recommendations.
Their proposals call for a
mandatory, phased-in
reporting system, with
central line bloodstream
infections, surgical sites
and respiratory infections
measured first.

The last thing a sick
person needs is another

3200 Parkway

many '’

“Celebrating Life Through
Quality Care & Compassion”

Antonio after getting a hospital-acquired infection. He initially went in for gastric bleeding.

illness, which is why it’s
so important that steps
are taken to minimize
exposure to infections,
Nelson said.

“We don't want people
to be afraid to go to the
hospital when they need
to because they’re afraid
they’ll come out sicker
than when they went in,”
she said.

Four years after drug
companies starting mass-
producing penicillin in
1943, microbes that could
resist it started cropping
up, according to the Food
and Drug Administration.

In the 1970s, the prob-
lem worsened as soldiers
returning from Vietnam
brought home penicillin-
resistant gonorrhea.

Since then, overuse of
antibiotics led to a grow-
ing list of drug-resistant
organisms. The Centers
for Disease Control and
Prevention

estimates

Big Spring, Tx.

that, today, 70 percent of
the Pacteria that cause
hospital infections are
resistant to at least one
antibiotic.

One of the biggest
threats is the staph infec-
tion MRSA. Nearly three-
fourths of patients’ rooms
are contaminated with
the bacteria that cause it,
according to the
Committee to Reduce
Infection Deaths, or RID,
an advocacy group. A
healthcare worker need
only touch a contaminat-
ed cabinet or bedrail to
spread the infection to the
next person. White coats,
stethoscopes and blood
pressure cuffs can also
carry bacteria.

Myron Skinner, a
retired Texas pathologist,
got a staph infection after
heart surgery in 2006.

Skinner was a robust 81-
year-old who had spent a
month traveling through

Fort Worth Star-Telegram/MCT photo/R. Jenna Jacob
Dorrine DeChant shows family photographs at her Fort Worth home. Her father, Thomas DeChant, died last year in San

Europe before coming
home to have surgery.
Skinner and his wife,
Jane, expected him to
recover without complica-
tions.

“When he went through
the doors to surgery, I
never thought I would not
have another trip to
Europe — and neither did
he,” Jane Skinner said.
“He was as chipper as he
could be.”

A week after surgery,
his lungs filled with fluid

and staph pneumonia set
in, Skinner said. Doctors
tried at least seven antibi-
otics before he died six
weeks later.

Watchdog groups have
taken a close look at how
the nation’s hospitals got
so sick. The biggest cul-
prit: lack of hygiene.

While CDC guidelines
call for health profession-
als to clean their hands
between patients and

See INFECTION, Page 6A
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wear a mask, sterile gown
and gloves while insert-
ing an IV, in reality, it
happens less than 50 per-
cent of the time, accord-
ing to the National
Quality Forum.

“It’s something our
mothers taught us, but
people get busy and don’t
realize they haven’t
washed their hands,” said
Dr. William Sutker, direc-
tor of medical education
for Baylor University
Medical Center in Dallas.

Hand-washing could
prevent 20,000 patient
deaths each year, accord-
ing to the CDC.

“We can’t get rid of all
infections just by wash-
ing our hands every time,
but that will help,”
McGiffert said.

Jean Czajkowski’s 80-
year-old mother devel-
oped several infections
after gallbladder surgery
in 2005. Czajkowski said
she watched a nurse
insert a catheter in her
mother, then touch moni-
tors, bedrails and other
objects throughout the
room, all while wearing
the same pair of contami-
nated gloves.

“I think the gloves give
people a false sense of
security,” said
Czajkowski. “The mental-
ity of the healthcare pro-
fessional seems to be that
if they are protecting
themselves with the
gloves, they do not have
to worry about what they
touch and contaminate
for the next patient, doc-
tor, visitor or nurse.”

Most hospitals collect
infection data, but few
report the results to a reg-
ulatory agency, accredita-
tion board or the public,
according to Consumers
Union.

Since 1970, the CDC has
had a'voluntary reporting
program. More recently,
Hospital Compare, a Web
site created by the
Centers for Medicare &
Medicaid Services, asked
hospitals to provide data
on quality control mea-
sures, such as the use of
preventative antibiotics
before surgery. But con-
sumers say the data are
often dated and of limited
use.

Consumers don’t know
what they're getting into
until they’re hospitalized,
said Dorrine DeChant.

When her father, Tom
DeChant, a 78-year-old
retired postal worker, was
admitted to a San Antonio
hospital for the treatment
of gastric bleeding, he
expected to be released
within a few days. But as
the days turned to weeks
and he grew more lethar-
gic, it became clear some-
thing was terribly wrong.

On June 12, six weeks
after DeChant was hospi-
talized, he died. After
DeChant’s death, his fam-
ily learned the bacteria
that causes Legionnaires’
disease had gotten into
the hospital's water sys-
tem, infecting him and
others.

Since then, Dorrine
DeChant has pushed for
legislation to require pub-
lic reporting by hospitals.
She sees the proposed leg-
islation as a good start.

“Imagine if a Boeing 757
was crashing every day of
the year with no sur-
vivors,” DeChant said.
“That’s how many people
die from hospital-
acquired infections.”

What is needed is a
mandatory reporting sys-
tem that is useful to con-
sumers, McGiffert said.
Hospitals are keen on
pushing for process mea-
sures — such as the num-
ber of patients given
antibiotics before surgery
~— when what they should
be measuring is whether
those processes work, she
said.

“What people want to
see is how likely it is I
will get an infection at
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that hospital,” McGiffert
said. “Measuring process-
es doesn’t translate into
reducing infections.”

Public reporting of
infection rates has a dual
benefit, said Star West,
Texas Hospital
Association’s director of
policy analysis.

“It gives hospitals an
incentive to get infection
rates down,” she said.
“But it also gives con-
sumers information on
which hospitals have the
highest infection rates.”

Most hospitals already
keep tabs on the most
serious infections, said
Dr. Joseph Prosser, vice
president and chief quali-
ty officer for Harris
Methodist Fort Worth
hospital. Less serious
ones are managed and
treated, but not tracked as
much.

“We apply our resources
to those truly life-threat-
ening infections — such
as bloodstream or pneu-
monia — that clearly
have a much greater risk
of death,” he said.

Infection rates can vary
from one hospital to
another, making it diffi-
cult to compare medical
facilities that treat many
patients with compro-
mised immune systems
and conditions that make
them vulnerable with
those that do not, said Dr.
Ken Smithson, vice presi-
dent of research at VHA,
a national healthcare
alliance.

Consumers need to
understand that not every

lmproving the odds

How to reduce your risk of getting an infection in a
— Ask hospital staff to clean their hands before

— Ask that the diaphragm of the stethoscope be
wiped with alcohol before use.

— If you need a central line catheter, ask your doc-
tor about one that is antibiotic-impregnated or silver-
chlorhexidine coated to reduce infections.

— If you need surgery, choose a surgeon with a
low infection rate. Surgeons know their rate of infec-
tion for various procedures. If a surgeon refuses to
tell you, consider choosing someone else.

— Three to five days before surgery, shower daily
with 4 percent chlorhexidine soap, available through

— Ask your surgeon to have you tested for “staphy-
lococcus aureus” at least a week before you are hos-

— Stop smoking well in advance of your surgery.
Patients who smoke are three times as likely to
develop a surgical site infection as nonsmokers.

— On the day of surgery, remind your doctor that
you may need an antibiotic one hour before the first

— Ask that you be kept warm during surgery.
Patients who are kept warm resist infection better.
Special blankets, hats, booties and warmed |V lig-

— Do not shave the surgical site. If hair must be
removed, ask that clippers be used.
— Ask that your surgeon limit the number of people

— Ask your doctor about monitoring your glucose
levels continuously during and after surgery, espe-
cially if you are having cardiac surgery. The stress of
surgery often makes glucose levels spike erratically.
When blood glucose levels are controlled to stay at
80-110 mg/unit, heart patients resist infection better.

— Avoid a urinary tract catheter if possible. Ask for |
a diaper or bedpan instead.

— If you must have an IV, make sure that it is
inserted and removed under clean conditions and
changed every three to four days. Alert hospital staff

— If you are planning to have a cesarean section
take the same precautions as you would for any
surgery. Women who have cesarean sections are 10
times more at risk for infection that those who give

l SOURCE: Committee to Reduce Infection Deaths ,

mfectxon acqulred in a
hospital is preventable,
he said.

“Someone with a bullet
wound is mostly likely to
have an infection, and it’s
no slam on the hospital,”
Smithson said. “What is
important is to subtract
out cases that are not pre-
ventable so we can get an
idea of what is pre-
ventable.”

Pennsylvania, the first
state to require public
reporting, found that in
2005 an average of I.2 per
1,000 patients got infec-
tions while hospitalized.
Of the 19,154 patients who
got sick, 2,478 died.

It's still too early to tell
how effective this kind of
public reporting will be,
but, anecdotally,
Pennsylvania is doing
moféMOJrevent infec-
tions than states w1thout
laws, McGiffert said.

Pennsylvania is gettin
patients off wentilator
quickly, using urinary
catheters less and deploy-
ing rapid response teams
at the first sign of a
patient’s decline.

Advocates are encourag-
ing hospitals nationwide
to test patients for MRSA.

Testing is especially
important because MRSA
can be found outside of
hospitals. It commonly
appears as painful
swollen skin infections.
In 2003, the CDC found
that 12 percent of people
with MRSA had no con-
tact with a hospital before
the infection,

Information on MRSA is
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collected and given back
to hospitals to alert them
to increases in the infec-
tion, said Susan McBride,
vice president of data ini-
tiative at the Dallas-Fort
Worth Hospital Council.

“It’s showing up in
healthy athletes, in hot
yoga studios and day-care
centers.” she said. “It’s
anywhere, anytime you
have a lot of people in
close proximity.” .

Lately staph infections
rates have been pretty flat
in hospitals, which means
people are bringing them
into medical facilities,
McBride said.

Infections can be pre-
vented through educa-
tion, common sense and
techniques that are clini-
cally proven to be effec-
tive, McGiffert said.

“We can save a lot of
lives pretty easily, if hos-
pitals would just get right
down to it,” she said.

Some hospitals are try-
ing to do just that by
emphasizing hand-wash-
ing and other measures.

At Baylor, alcohol foam
dispensers make hand-
washing more conve-
nient, Sutker said.
Patients are also given
cards encouraging them
to ask their doctor about
hand-washing.

Following these steps
not only saves lives, it
can save money.

The average additional
cost for treating a patient
who gets an infection is
more than $15,000, accord-
ing to Consumers Union.

Hospitals are really
working to turn things
around, Prosser said.

“There’s a great deal of
focus on doing the right
thing for the right patient
at the right time,” he
said.

Such efforts may have
come too late for Lacie
Simmons, but her family
hopes to spare others of
the same fate.

“She was young, she
was healthy,” said her
mother, Renee Simmons.
“This should not have
happened.”

Buftalo Tales: "
Forsan prom this weekend .

rsan students

end at the Senior

p.m. to 8 p.m.

gym and cafeteria, begin-
ning at 1 a.m. and spon-
sored by Forsan junior
and senior parents.
Doors will be locked at
1:30 a.m. until 5 a.m.
Breakfast will be served
by Forsan Baptist
Church at 4:30 a.m..

The One-Act Play com-
munity performance is’
scheduled for 7 p.m. -

Zone One-Act Play
Contest will be held at
Forsan on Thursday.
Those schools progress-
ing to district competi-
tion will return to
Forsan the next week.

Forsan Principal Keith )
Stone and his wife, social Kelsey Jones and Belinda

studies teacher Erin
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Stone, left Tuesday for |

ill attend the China where they will .,
prom, A Night in  Pproceed with the adop- 5
Paris, this week- tion of their daughter,
Jaci Li. They should
Citizens Center on base. ~ return March 29.
The prom will begin at 8 eoe o |
p.m. Saturday with pic- The track team partici- |
ture taking by Bruce pa_ted in the Eldorado J
Schooler slated from 6:30 High School track meet 5i
on March 10. Jace i
After- prom will be Sand_ridge finished sec- {
held in the high school ond in the 100 meters |

and fourth in the 200.
Dillon Walker won the ‘

junior varsity boys’ 3,200

meters and the sprint

relay team composed of

Adam Bailey, Skylier

Sandridge, Jeremy

Freitag and Jase

Sandridge finished third.

eoe In the girls’ division, 4

Amanda Longorio was

first in the discus and

second in the shot put.

Kassi Wash placed fifth

in the 800 meters, while

Kelsey Jones was fourth

in the triple jump.

Jolinda finished fourth

in the 100 meters, Shelby

Jones was second in the

pole vault and the sprint

coe relay team of Jolinda

Flores, Shelby Jones,

Strong placed fourth.
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By WILL GRAVES
AP Sports Writer

LEXINGTON, Ky. — Acie Law
was there when Texas A&M hit
bottom, wallowing through a
winless Big 12 season three years
ago, often wondering if he’'d
made a mistake by choosing to
play for the perennially under-
achieving Aggies.

Law stayed, and vindication
came in the jubilation after the
Aggies’ 72-69 win over Louisville
in the second round of the South
Regional on Saturday, when the

senior point guard dubbed
"Captain Clutch" for his cool
demeanor under pressure finally
let go.

Seconds after his 26 points
helped send the Aggies to the
round of 16 for the first time in
27 years, Law screamed while he
hugged his teammates at mid-
court. They’ll next play the win-
ner of Sunday’s game between
Nevada and Memphis.

"It’s an amazing feeling. I don’t
have any words to describe it,"
Law said. "It’s huge for this pro-
gram."

A program that finally received
the breakthrough victory it has
been looking for under third-year
coach Billy Gillispie.

It wasn’t easy. Then again, it
never really is for the Aggies (27-
6).

Texas A&M had to overcome a
career-high 31 points from
Louisville’s Edgar Sosa and a
raucous Rupp Arena crowd, most
of whom made the 80-mile trip
east to see the resurgent
Cardinals (24-10) try to make it
back to the final 16 for the second
time in three years.

Aggies move on to Sweet 16

In the end, however, Sosa sim-

ply ran out of magic. After mak-
ing 15 straight free throws, he
missed two with 29.8 seconds left
and the Cardinals trailing by
one.

Sosa had another chance after
Texas A&M’s Joseph Jones
missed a pair of free throws, but
his deep 3-pointer hit the back of
the rim and the ball made its
way into the hands of Law.

Law calmly made both free
throws with 1.7 seconds left to

See AGGIES, Page 2B

From staff reports

Courtesy photo

Forsan eighth grader BraShara Brown and her horse Lucky round a barrel during the Junior High Reglonal Finals Rodeo
in Fort Stockton. Brown finished second and advances to the Junior High State Finals Rodeo set for May in Gonzales.

BraShara Brown heading
to State Finals Rodeo ride

USC
dashes
Texas’
hopes

By EDDIE PELLS
AP National Writer

SPOKANE, Wash. —
The talk coming in was
about star freshman
Kevin Durant, how far he
could take Texas and
whether he’'d stay in col-
lege once the season was

over.
The talk going out was
about Southern

California, the team that
put an unceremonious
end to Durant’s season
and is taking a surprising
trip to the regional semi-
finals.

Nick Young led USC
with 22 points Sunday in
an 87-68 runaway over
the Longhorns, a loss that
left Durant — the front-
runner for national play-
er of the year — with a
decision to make two
weeks earlier than he’d
hoped.

“I have a sour taste in
my mouth from ending
the season like this,”
Durant said, while con-
ceding he still hasn’t
thought much about next
year.

As he often has this sea-
son, Durant led everyone
with 30 points and added
nine rebounds for fourth-
seeded Texas (25-10).

Rodeo, scheduled for May

in Fort Stockton.

Tex-Mex Barrel

BraShara Brown, an eighth grad-
er at Forsan, has qualified for the
Junior High School State Finals

Gonzales, following her perfor-
mance at the regional finals rodeo

Association event. She finished the
season second in money winnings
in the Tex-Mex Association. She
had also earned a $350 novice divi-
sion belt buckle earlier in the sea-
son on Lefty.

In the regional finals, Brown fin-
ished out of the top spot by just
one-thousandth of a second.

Brown has been competing on

gift from Fulton.

Leader is a seven-eighths full
brother to the world champion bar-
rel racing winner and she says she
has high hopes for the 3-year-old
gelding.

Brown gives much of the credit
for her success to Jimmy Taylor
and his daughter, Kristy, for the
guidance and support they’ve

But he hardly dominat-
ed this East Regional
game. It was hard to after
the Longhorns fell behind
by 17 early in the second
half and played a desper-
ation game of catch-up
the rest of the way.

Keeping Durant from

Brown entered the regional finals
having already taking a win in the
Fort Stockton arena when she rode
her horse Lefty to first place in a
Racing

Lefty for two years. She got
Quien Sabe Ranch.

horse from Joe Kirk Fulton's

She is also currently training an
new horse, Leader, which was a

the given her.
helped me stay the correct

explained.

“They (the Taylors) have really

and helped me start winning,”

going wild, especially
early, and minimizing
the damage that guards

track | p_J. Augustin and A.J.

she
See TEXAS, Page 2B

Top women’s teams win openers

By The Assoclated Press

Duke’s 37-point win was a
squeaker compared to the other
top-seeded teams’ first:round
games in the NCAA women’s
tournament.

Connecticut, Tennessee and
North Carolina beat their 16th-
seeded foes by an average of 48.3
points. And, of the four No. 1s,
only Duke failed to double up its
opponent, beating Holy Cross 81-
44 on Sunday.

“As the game went along, I felt
like we got a little bit better on
both ends of the floor, which was
really the purpose of this game
— it was just to get the kinks out
and get our legs back under us,”
Duke coach Gail Goestenkors
said.

The Volunteers didn’t look like
world beaters early against
Drake, leading just 13-9 nearly 12
minutes into the game and 21-14

with 2:21 remaining in the first
half,

Tennessee (29-3) then went on a
remarkable 34-0 run that lasted
nearly 13 minutes and didn’t end
until midway through the second
half when the Vols pushed their
lead to 55-14 before Drake’s
Monique Jones made two free
throws with 10:36 remaining.

“The sleeping giant awoke at
halftime,” Drake coach Amy
Stephens said.

Tennessee, the top seed in the
Dayton Regional, went on to a 76-
37 victory at Pittsburgh.

“At the half, someone said,
‘What's the deal? What's
wrong?'” coach Pat Summitt
said. “It's postseason play. They
came out and matched our inten-
sity. ... At least we executed well
in the second half.”

Earlier Sunday in the same
arena, North Carolina — the top
seed in the Dallas Regional —
needed fewer than 5 minutes to

seize a 24-4 lead over another No.
16 seed, Prairie View A&M, en
route to a 95-38 win.

Connecticut rudely welcomed
UMBC to Hartford with an 82-33
rout in a Fresno Regional game.

“When it looks good, it looks
really good,” Huskies coach
Geno Auriemma said. “At the
same time ... there is a big dis-
parity in talent between who we
had on the floor and who (UMBC
coach) Phil (Stern) had on the
floor.”

Two highly ranked teams —
Tennessee and Rutgers, seeded
fourth in the Greensboro
Regional — advanced to second-
round matches in which they’ll
essentially be the road team.
Tennessee will play Pittsburgh
on its home court on Tuesday;
Rutgers draws Michigan State at
East Lansing.

“I'll still get fined. I'm sure the
NCAA people are somewhere
here,” Rutgers coach C. Vivian

Stringer said. “One of these days,
I'm going to say a lot of things.
But right now, in my capacity,
I'm happy to play Michigan
State. I'm excited. My team is
excited. It doesn’t matter where
we play.”

Greensboro Regional
Duke 81,
Holy Cross 44
At Raleigh, N.C., Abby Waner
hit six 3-pointers and scored 20 of
her 26 points during an over-
whelming first half for Duke.
Alison Bales had 13 points, and
Joy Cheek and Carrem Gay
added 10 apiece for the Blue
Devils (31-1), who never trailed
and looked nothing like the list-
less team that was upset by
inspired North Carolina State
two weeks ago in the semifinals
of the Atlantic Coast Conference
tournament.

See WOMEN, Page 2B
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Continued from Page 1B

Temple 64,
Nebraska 61

At Raleigh, N.C., Lady
Comfort scored the go-
ahead basket and Fatima
Maddox hit four clinching
free throws to help
Temple rally from a four-
point deficit in the final 2
1/2 minutes.

Maddox scored 18 points
for the eighth-seeded
Owls (25-7), Comfort
added 15 points, while
Kamesha Hairston shook
off a bad first half and fin-
ished with 12.

Vanderbiit 62,
Delaware State 47

At East Lansing, Mich.,
Christina Wirth scored 17
points to lead a balanced
Vanderbilt attack, and the
Commodores pulled away
in the second half.

Vanderbilt led 43-40
with about 8:50 remain-
ing, but clutch 3-point
shooting - and inside
power helped the second-
seeded Commodores (28-5)
take control.
Bowling Green 70,
Oklahoma State 66

At East Lansing, Mich.,
Bowling Green won an
NCAA tournament game
for the first time since
1989, and it wasn't easy.

The Falcons, who had
lost six consecutive open-

ing-round games, got a
layup by Ali Mann t&:
ahead 62-60 with less

2 minutes to play. Mann's
pass to Kate Achter for a
layup gave Bowling
Green a 64-60 lead, and
the Falcons (30-3) hit
enough free throws to
hang on for the win.

Michigan State 69,
Delaware 58

At East Lansing, Mich.,
Allyssa DeHaan had 13
points as part of a bal-
anced offense to lead fifth-
seeded Michigan State
(24-8).

The Spartans closed the
first half with an 8-0 run,
going ahead 1:25 before
halftime and didn’t trail
again. Tyresa Smith
scored 19, Chrissy Fisher
had 13 and Kyle DeHaven
added 12 points for
Delaware (26-6).

Rutgers 77,
East Carolina 34
At East Lansing, Mich.,
Matee Ajavon scored 20
points and Kia Vaughn
had 14 points and seven
rebounds to for Rutgers.
The Scarlet Knights (23-
8) went on a 13-0 run to
lead 31-12 with 7:24 left in
the first half and never
looked back.

Fresno Regilonal
North Carolina State 84,
Robert Morris 52

At Raleigh, N.C.,

Marquetta Dickens scored
a career-high 25 points
and North Carolina State
(24-9) resumed its late-sea-
son surge, giving Hall of
Fame coach Kay Yow and
the Wolfpack their first
NCAA victory in six
years.

Chinata Nesbit scored
20 points to lead the 13th-
seeded Colonials (24-8),
who shot 26 percent in the
first half to fall behind 44-
21.

Baylor 68,
55

At Raleigh, N.C., Jessica
Morrow scored 13 points
and led the decisive run
for the fifth-seeded Bears.

Angela Tisdale and
Bernice Mosby added 12
apiece for Baylor (26-7),
which never trailed and
advanced to the second
round for the fourth
straight year.

Southern Conference

" player of the year and

tournament MVP Alex
Anderson had 16 points
and 10 rebounds to lead
Chattanooga (25-8), but
shot just 7-for-23.

Wisconsin-Green Bay 59,
New Mexico 52

At Hartford, Conn.,
Nicole Soulis scored 15
points and ninth-seeded
Wisconsin-Green Bay
opened the second half
with a 20-5 spurt to extend
their winning streak to 26

games.
The Phoenix ),
down 29-26 at the

extended the lead to 46-34 "

on Soulis’ baseline floater
midway through the sec-
ond half. Amanda Popp
finished with 14 points
and Natalie Berglin added
11.

Connecticut 82,
UMBC 33

At Hartford, Conn.,
Renee Montgomery
scored 19 points, Charde
Houston added 15 and top-
seeded UConn cruised
into the second round.

UMBC managed to stay
close at 29-20, but UConn
(30-3) ended the half with
a 12-0 run and scored the
first nine points of the
second half.

Brittnie Hughes had
nine points to lead the
Retrievers (16-17).

Dallas Regional
Notre Dame 62,
California 59

At Pittsburgh, Tulyah
Gaines made two free
throws with 16.5 seconds
remaining after Notre
Dame’s Charel Allen
scored a key basket and
set up another, and the
Fighting Irish rallied to
victory.

The eighth-seeded Irish
(20-11) relied on Allen’s 13
points and Melissa
Lechlitner’s 12 to move on
to the second round.

Continued from Page 1B

Abrams could do was the
key to the USC game plan.
“Basically, there’s noth-
ing you can do against
Durant,” Young said.
“You just focus on the
other two guys.”
Augustin was held to
six points and five assists,
while Abrams had 20
points and was the only
other Longhorn in double

?ﬁth seeaed Trojans

(25-11) also got 20 points
from Daniel Hackett and
17 points and 14 rebounds
from Taj Gibson — a 6-
foot-9 freshman like
Durant. USC won by play-
ing smarter, more disci-
plined basketball, espe-
cially on the defensive
end, and looking much
more like a team in doing
it.

A team with a very good
leader in Young — the

Continued from Page 1B
push the lead to three and
when Sosa’s halfcourt
heave at the buzzer hit
the top of the backboard
the Aggies celebrated at
midcourt.

Sosa, playing in his first
NCAA tournament game,
said he lost track of time

during Louisville’s penul-
timate possession and

_ rushed the 25-foot shot.

"I thought there was less
time than what it was,"
Sosa said. "I didn't know
how far I was from the (3-
point) line but I definitely
could have done some-
thing else.”

The win helped ease the
pain of Texas A&M’s
tough loss to LSU in the
second round of last
year’s tournament, when
the Tigers won it on a
last-second 3-pointer.

"It's ironic, it’s basically
the same play LSU ran
last year," Gillispie said.
"One of them went in, one
of them didn’t. I guess it
evened out."

Thanks mainly to Law
doing what he always
does: calming his team-
mates down in tight situa-
tions, then doing every-
thing necessary to win.

Against the Cardinals it
was finding an answer to

scrappy swingman who

had every reason to
believe he’'d be a USC
alum by the time second-
year coach Tim Floyd’s
rebuilding efforts took
shape.

Turns out, the talent’s
there now, and next week,
the Trojans will make
only their second trip to
the regional semis since
1979, where they’ll play
North Carolina in East
Rutherford, N.J.

Not everyone was sur-

prised

Go‘hw , we
said wé gto

sell this team short,”
Floyd said. “We had some
players that could obvi-
ously play for anybody in
the country.”

This is a long, athletic,
relentless team, one that
relegated Durant — bril-
liant as he was at times —
to the perimeter and dom-
inated the middle.

USC put this game away
early in the second half,
after Texas had trimmed

a 15-point deficit to four.
Lodrick Stewart worked
for and made an open 17-
footer. Young came back
with a 3-pointer, then
swatted Augustin’s shot
out of bounds on Texas’
next possession. A few
moments later, Young got
an easy putback. He 1inade
two free throws, then
forced a steal, filled the
lane and took a pass from
Gabe Pruitt for a slam.
By then, it was 48-33 and
Texas was all but out of

Oden of Ohio State does-
n’t, Durant will likely be
the top pick — his
perimeter skills giving
him a chance to succeed
right away while he fills
out that skinny, 225-
pound frame.

But this won't follow the
Carmelo Anthony story of
2003 — when ‘Melo led
Syracuse to a champi-
onship as a freshman and
decided he’'d done all he
could at this level.

He s a great player
great ' guy,”

Durant added “this to a“’..&ifeustfh sa
“Khow What thrw

27-point,” eight:-rebound
opener against New
Mexico State in which he
never quite looked in
sync.

But he couldn’t do it all
for the ‘Horns, and it is
now decision time for the
26-point, 11-rebound-a-
game star who will proba-
bly win several player-of-
the-year awards over the
next few weeks.

If he chooses the NBA
and fellow freshman Greg

Sosa the freshman point
guard who did his best
Law impression. While
his teammates struggled,
Sosa made several big
shots and single-handedly
pushed the Cardinals in
front ldte in the second
half on a barrage of 3-
pointers, free throws and
twisting layups in traffic.

"We would have lost by
20 if he didn’t step up,”
said Louisville coach
Rick Pitino.

Probably, but in the end
the ball ended up where it
always seems to end up
when the game is on the
line for the Aggies, in
Law’s steady hands.

The Aggies said before
the game they wouldn’t be
rattled by the pro-
Louisville crowd. And
though Texas A&M did
seem to get rattled at
points, they Aggies
turned the ball over just
three times in the second
half.

"I knew coming in that I
had to be strong with the
ball," Law said. "We knew
we’d have to stay away
from turnovers."

Instead it was the young
Cardinals who frayed

under the pressure
Louisville turned it over
three times in the final
five minutes and couldn’t
find any flow offensively
outside of Sosa.

Terrence Williams
scored 17 points, but cen-
ters David Padgett and
Derrick Caracter battled
foul trouble all game.
Padgett was scoreless in
18 minutes while Caracter
finished with eight points
but fouled out in just
seven minutes of play.

Louisville made 5-of-18
3-pointers and shot 42 per-
cent from the field. Even
more telling: no
Louisville player finished
with more than one
assist.

"They have upperclass-
men, we do not," Pitino
said. "It’s sort of like
Rocky’'s last fight. He
walked away all cut up,
banged up. I'm very
proud we can walk away
with some dignity, know-
ing we got beat by a better
basketball team down the
stretch.”

It was Texas A&M’'s
upperclassmen, the ones
who remember the pro-
gram'’s not so distant dark

Authentic Mexican Food
Owned and Operated by Rodriguez Family

Come In For Great Mexican Food!

1005 Lamesa Hwy.

% CASA BLANCA RESTAURANT

do. Whatever he does, I'll
be happy for him.”

While that drama plays
out, USC is thinking
about the present, hoping
to continue an unexpect-
ed run in a season played
in memory of teammate
Ryan Francis. Francis,
the USC point guard, was
gunned down in a drive-
by shooting last year in
his home state of
Louisiana.
days who led the Aggles
to a place that seemed
like just a dream three
years ago.

"Coach told us that we
were fine and to keep
grinding it out," said
Texas A&M guard
Dominique Kirk, who
scored 21 points.

"When Coach G came
here, he brought that fam-
ily atmosphere," said
senior Marlon Pompey.
"We play as a team, do
everything as a team, so
I'm not surprised at all. It
feels so great. It's just
hard to describe.”

North Carolina 95,
Prairle View 38

At Pittsburgh, North
Carolina knew this
wouldn't be difficult, and
it wasn’t.

The Tar Heels (31-3)
needed less than 4 min-
utes to open a“20-point
lead and cruised after that
behind 14 points each
from Camille Little and
Jessica Breland. Carolina
also got 13 points each
from star Ivory Latta and
Rashanda McCants.

Prairie View (19-14),
which lost 10 consecutive

games earlier this season,
maklng its first
NCAA appearance.

TCU 74
At Hartford, Conn.,
Armintie Price scored 21
points and Ole Miss
forced 23 turnovers. y
Mississippi (22-10) had
12 steals and used its full-

“eourt trapping defense to

pull away late in the first
half. Davis had 24 points
and 12 rebounds for 10th-
seeded TCU (21-11).

East dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.
NORTH
®A962
YK953
¢)
$J1064
WEST EAST
¢10 €QJ87
Y0864 vQ72
7532 ®AKI1084
#Q982 &3
SOUTH
¢K543
YAJ
€Q96
$#AK7S
The bidding:
East South  West North
1o Dble 24 3e
Pass e Pass 44
Opening lead — two of diamonds.

This hand was played in 1981 at
Montreux, Switzerland, by Andrze)
Wilkosz, Polish star. It occurred in
the European Championship and was
widely regarded as the “Hand of the
Year.”

He reached four spades as shown,
and West led the diamond deuce.
East won with the king and retumned
the three of clubs. It may appear that
South must lose two spades and a
club in addition to the diamond

Famous Hand

already lost, but Wilkosz proceeded
to make a series of plays that were so
well timed that they could not have
been lmproved upon had he seen the

0 ﬁonenls cards.
Y e took the club three with the
ace, ruffed a diamond and retumed

the three of hearts to his jack. When
the finesse succeeded, he cashed the
ace of hearts, ruffed the queen of dia-
monds and cashed dummy’s king of
hearts, producing this position:

North
®A9
v9
#)106
West East
*10 ¢QJ87
vIi0 ¢AID
7
$Q98
South
K543
$K7

With six tricks already in the till,
Wilkosz next led a club from
dummy. East realized he could not
gain by ruffing, so he discarded a
diamond. Declarer won the club with
the king, cashed the K-A of trumps
and led the nine of hearts from
dummy. Regardless of what East
decided to do, Wilkosz could not be
stopped from scoring one of his
trumps for his 10th trick.

Tomorrow: Point, counterpoint.
©2007 King Features Syndicate Inc
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Fill in the grid so that every row, every column
and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9
with no repeats. That means no number is repeat-
ed in any row, column or box. Solution, tips and
computer program at www.sudoku.com

9 3

p=—4

- |2]4) | | |6
11 | ?7 8 4

W

I S—

® o
©

14
.

(o))
'~

O~

.al‘ | _

| 3-54:

Ihank You

Henry Backes

COMPOSITION

Better Service
Better Quality
Better Price

PLEASE USE THIS TEMPORARY PHONE NUMBER

P

o8]
=
| ()

for «

and

710§

ml
Pt

=6 |

2

-~ A |

14 T

14 e

a¥W



http://www.sudoku.com

points
r 10th-

woceeded
it were so
not have
: seen the

with the

| returmed
ck. When
ashed the
ien of dia-
’s king of
ion:

Last
Q)87
A 10

in the .ull,
lub from
could not
scarded a
club with
of trumps
arts from
vhat East
uld not be
e of his

ylumn
mugh 9
epeat-
)s and

BER

710 Scurry

263-7331

www.bigspringherald.com

Business Opportunity

The Big Spring Herald
is looking for a
Substitute Carrier
for down routes and single
copy when needed.
Must have insurance
and reliable transportation.

semiva HERALD
Apply in
710 Scurry

person.
(432)263-7331

Cemetery Lots

CEMETERY LOTS. Payout
plans available. No interest or
carrying charges. $50.00 down.
The Little Red Ban across from
Mt. Olive Cemetery.
432-264-7722.

SAVE $$3$$$$ on monuments/
markers. We deliver to all
cemeteries. Little Red Barn
across from Mt. Olive Ceme-
tery. Mt Olive Monuments.
432-264-7722.

Do you have a house for sale? A
car? Let the Herald Classified

Educational

SOUTHEASTERN
CAREER INSTITUTE
Midland Campus

Act now for career training from
Southeastern Career Institute -
Midland.

Train in:
* Computer Business Systems

* Dental Assistant
* Medical Assistant

* Medical Office Specialist

1-800-497-1557
www.scinow6.com
4320 W. lllinois Avenue,
Suite A, Midland, TX 79703

section help you.

Call us Today!
263-7331

Let Classified Work for You!

Call 263-7331 Today!

AIR CONDITIONING B

WARREN REFRIGERATION
AIR-HEAT-ICE
Servicing all Makes and Models

RESIDENTIAL AND
COMMERCIAL
Loran Warren

NATE Certified Service Techniclan
Licensed and Insured
TACLA26337C

CALL (432) 263-5144

Garage Sales

ESTATE SALE. Furniture/ fur-
nishings, women's clothing size
8-10, misc items. Shown by ap-
pointment only. Call
432-517-0413.

Help Wanted

AVON WANTS YOu!iim

4 Immediate openings in this
area. For a limited time- no
start up fee. Up to 50% com-
mission and great benefits.
Call  432-270-2125  (Inde-

pendent rep)

CLASS B Mixer truck driver
needed, $12.00 per hour. Call
(817)517-7000.

Help Wanted

BLAST MASTERS has a posi-
tion available for:

* Painters

Come by 1711 Snyder Hwy.,
and pickup an application. No
phone calls please.

Help Wanted

COOKS. Must be Neat in Ap-
pearance. Honest & Depend-
able. No experience necessary
will train. Inquire at Wagon
Wheel, 2010 Scurry St. No
phone call Please!

CHILDREN'S DAY Out.
Teachers needed! Responsible
and good with children. Call
FUMC, 400 Scurry
(432)267-6394.

COME JOIN our friendly team
at Kate's Fina Mart. Good
benefits. Now hiring full & part
time. Apply at 1100 N. Lamesa
Hwy.

PARKVIEW NURSING

& REHABILITATION
Now hiring fer the following po-
sitions:
* LVN - morning shift
* Nursing Assistants
Experience preferred, but not
required. Great working envi-
ronment and competitive sal-
ary. Please apply in person at
3200 Parkway Rd.

$1.89 Per Day; 6-Month Contract:$1.58 Per Day
Call 263-7331 to place your ad today!!

w=r =
| wove)
{
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G & “ Mo cm AModcr- Auto Dismantler C &D Truck Teal camt‘ I‘I‘leIXNRC%UCEOZ ‘;‘ DEVEWAYS
‘Sﬂm Accessories * Ceramic Tile eres L SIDEWALKS
Locally Owned * Laminate \“Wﬂ" siypes ke BLOCK FENCES
Since 1947 2706 N . HWY 87 4 : |5  of fences, .
N Opuraeed o i vt 432-263-3600  §|| . Woxd gl e fence Chico and Sons
Service 1972 0.000 341 01 Warenouse slorage z - 0 £ * Vinyl & repairs Concrete
= . g&ocuhzo in late model a? y
§ * Carpet Concrete work, carports, stucco work
263“091 N P}mmmw g oy - gind for oars, . ) ' All work guaranteed (432) 466-0573
George & Mar ey vohicies. o o m m We carry all your Free Estimates (432) 816-6561
g y Hrs. § .m.5:30 Wk/day 8 a.m.-12 p.m. Sat. carpet supplies Benny Marquez-Owner 621 Sqt. Paredez
SOOE Jrd SL BlgSpring | |5 1wy 350-(432) 2635000 THE SPRAYED-ON Linew 2810 E. FM 700 - 268-0008 267-5714 e Ao 89 Sering. TX 7720

FENCES GOLF

HEATING & AC

All Types Concrete Work VICTORIA'S ESTATE
Mgy g ppegadite MANAGEMENT Quality Fence Co. GOLF ALL DAY Crossroad Relrigeration
Trenching & Tractor Service SERVICES Jimmy Marquez-Owner W | o 10 Green Fees Air Conditioning, Heating &
Campbell Concrete | | . . . Finest In |} ' ' | & Cart! 3 loe Machines
. Vicki Dahmer Fencing B & M Fence Co. Tuesday - Friday | | We service all makes
m ; Anna Briscoe % Wood & COMMERCIAL + RESIDENTIAL 7:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. and models!
Vean £ GET OUR PRICE & COMPARE : * e
Call-Tommy Campbell 3 Yoars Experince Chainlink FREE ESTIMATES Phoenix Country Club Coll: [432) 270-8501
Concrete Contractor 206 S. Main St ROBERT MARQUEZ Stanton. il
Big Spring, Texas e s g 263-1613 ¢ Call Mark for details 24 Rour Service
466-06. unn (432) 264-8048 432) 816-5988 — 1-800-825-1389
:3:;935302 ms;;m:m;: vdnhmv@wddonl:rwn)um 432-267-3349 1006 Lamoss Bury. * Sig Spring 664-2038 TACLA26711R

* Servicing all heaters
central & wall
* Duct work - all sheet metal work
* Registers & Grills

We Carry All Heating

delts

Parts & Filters

1408 E. 4ch 263-2980

LAWN SERVICE

Tree Trimming
Roto-Tilling
Hydro-Seeding

Call Gary Lee
432-264-0299

New home Construction *
Room Additions
Dry Wall Hanging &Finishing
Ceramic Tile « Installation &
Repair
All Remodel Needs Of Any
Room In Your Home.

DOORS/
GARAGE

DOORS/OPENERS

Home Repair * Carpentry
Sheet Work
ired/Replaced
itchen & Bath

BOB'S CUSTOM
WOODWORK

409 E. 3RD 267-5811

HOME REPAIR
Custom Wood Decks,
Remodel, Carpenter,
Painting, Plumbing,
Minor Electrical

Garage door repair,
Appliances installed

816-3030

»> Day & Day
" Builders
Custom Building * Remodeling * Roofing
Tile * Garage Doors * Cabinets
Vinyl Siding
D. W. Day (432) 457-2289
Cell (432) 270-8783
Dennis Day (432) 816-5080

Box 266
108 West 7th
Forsan, TX 79733

BREATHE-EZ CLEANING
SERVICE

Chimneys, Carpets, Air Ducts,
Maids, Make Ready’'s And More
Now Offering Security
Products, Stun Guns, Mace,
Alarms & Much More.

432-353-4849

LAWN SERVICE NAIL SALON PEST CONTROL PLUMBING

TILLING, TREE TRIMMING
LIGHT HAULING
CALL
267-5460

CELL

816-6150
Scoggin Lawn Service

[ MOWING,ATLEYS | [T ELETL] Salon

o

Pedicure: $21.99
Manicure: $11.99
Full Set: $20.00 & up
Refill: $13.99 & up

SPECIAL
Solar Nalls: $29.00

TTE Marcy Dr Ste 110

(432 263-6245

PRODUCTS

SOUTHWESTERN
A-1 PEST
CONTROL
Since 1954

432-263-6514

2008 Birdwell Lane
Max F. Moore

www.swalpc.com
mm@swalpc.com

All your plumbing needs
Commerical l
& Residential :

* Licensed

* Bonded

* Insured
M-37359

263-4973 & 5TIHOTS1

Trusted products since | 868!
Home, cleaning. vitamins,

personal & more.

Call:

Annette Holmes 32
2671-3901
Independent Assoclate ID #357980
www.watkinsonline.com/ahoimes

COMPANY

432-267-26585
Houses * Storages
Commercial Buildings
For rent/sale

G100 K 12th
1003, 1011 L. 11th

~ JOHNNY FLORES
ROOFING

Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.
All typeof repairs! .
Work Guaranteed. ;

mz‘umm
Doctor of Repairs!
| Pros Estimetes!l

Big Spring & Surrounding Areas.
267-1110

Sewing Machine m“ POST L'M "W Ron's Handyman Independent Roofing
Guy # BUY-SELL-TRADE * Gy Jo Lowest Prices Roof l”.l' All Roof Repairs
Steve - Appliances  + Jewelry Clayton Roofing g con o Patchwork, Top Seal
: on't replace it fit ix. 14
REPAIR AND SERVICE | | - Cothing - Collecibles | | of g Sprng, Smyder Coorado Cy 5 ESTIMATES
* Toys + Fumiture FREE ESTIMATES 432-935-9486 Insurance Jobs
ALL MAKES & MODELS | | . Kitchenware - Electronics Ricky Clayton N et 30 Yrs. Exp. g
(432) 935-6380 SNE3n Bus.: 325-673-2218 T S
All Work Guaranteed 432-2841892 .|| Coi: 326-386-1488 Call (432) 394-4381
: LUPE'S TREE 'BA ER VIDEO C & D Truck
TRIMMING UCTIONS Accessories
: SUOES SRAR 98 Judns mxme MEMORIES LAST | | 2706 N. HWY 87
‘ of experience. Stump
1“ m m'm. . i ‘32’2‘3"6“ I
First Month removal. VOR, Prnaes, Shite & Fie Trassiers Solar Gaurd
o NoDeposit & CALL Call TR AR Window Tint
’ [ —— ﬂ‘;l.l:_‘“‘lﬂ Lupe Villalpando 82:0 et Ji 5 year limited
i 432-268-6408 A B warranty
J
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NOW HIRING FOR ALL POSI-

Arches,
Candelabras and florals. FREE

Helping the govemment PT.
No Experience

up an application at AT 1702 GREGG. NO PHONE DELIVERY. Call Grishams 1-800-488-2921. Ask for De-
5:00 p.m.- 7:00 p.m see Carmen or Rod. CALLS. (432)267-8191. partment K-11.

R & KNOW HIRING all Posiions. POLLARD CHEVROLET Is MICROFIBER SOFA & FEDERAL POSTAL JOBSI
s Driver, cooks, cashiers and taking applications for Body LOVESEAT New $540. NEW Now Hiring! Earn $12-$48 per
. 800 am. -12:00 noon. dishwasher Apply in person, shop repair/ technician. Experi- LEATHER SOFA & hour/No Experience Full Bene-
£ Apply in person, Papa Georigo's Pizza, 2602 S. ence required. Must have on LOVESEAT Lifetime warranty. fits/Paid Training
710 Gregg. No phone Calls tools. Benefits: Health & Life in- $869. 432-349-7945. 1-866-409-2663 ext. 22 Closed

»~ No Phone Calls Please! surance, 401(k). Apply to NEWBEDROOMSET __ Sundays. ;
607’—"‘" Bob Keleman at 1501 East 4th 5 pigces. Siill in boxes. Sell FIND PERSONAL/ FINANCIAL
= HERALD Hesting / e Conmioning  St. No Phone Calls '$550. DINING ROOM SET Ta- FREEDOM. Start todayl Cus-
' ERVICES POL CH LET s ble, chairs. New and boxed. tomers tomorrow! Seeking mo-

oY e & BuiIING A seeking a Finance & Insurance Sacrifice $475. Can deliver. tivated entrepreneurs. Build
g NEED AN experienced Sales person. Sales experi- 432-349-7945. Cash Flow/ Increase Net
HVACR technician for the Big ence required. Benefits, 401K, ROLLING BAR for serving WWorth! PROVEN WEALTH

“‘Delivery Drivers needed!
Earn CASH Daily
Drivers Avg. $14-$18 per hour

Spring area. Refrigeration and
Ice Machine experience a plus.
Willing to pay top dollar for the
right person. Guaranteed work,
benefits package, sick leave,
paid vacation, 401K and profit
sharing. For confidential con-

Health Ins.. Apply in person at
1501 East 4th.

POST OFFICE now hiring.
Avg. Pay $20/ hour or $57K
annually including Federal
Benefits and OT. Paid training,
vacations. PT/FT.

guests. Hand painted, NEVER
USED ONCE! RETAIL $1377,
sell $595.

COFFEE TABLE SETS and
sofa tables, $99, $139, $199,
$299.
DATION, 806-549-3110.

DISTRIBUTOR LIQUI-

building system! Leading Well-
ness Company. www. Myco-
OpBiz.com.

FUN JOB!! Travel USA! Now
Hiring 17 to 23 Sharp guys &
gals to travel in young rock and
roll, Blue jean Environment.

3304 W. Hwy. 80 § '
(432) 714-4840

$303/MO1 buy a three bed-
room, 2 bath! 5% down, 20
years, 8% APR. For listings

.18 yrs and older sideration please call 1.800-584-1775 Ext. 6901 Travel to California, Florida

" . . -800-584- : 1 . B00-544-6258 ext FOB6.

.‘ g:l; asn'g "l:a: :zgztopenmos gaa-229-1757 and ask for Tony USWA. , National Ads New York and other Major US  7577"W_ 4th, Shop/Storage Ap-
SIS avale NEED BREAKFAST Fiosi STATE LICENSED ST & et Mot No o ane Hews. Bubiatione o gy oy e lage
Flexible schedules : : = JOURNEYMEN n ; o ok : ’ ] - |
‘Experience not necessary Monday- Friday. Pick up appli- ELECTRICIANS and Credit OK! For Listings, Seekmg Enthusnastc:v P?p': 'g deposit. Call 432-213-2319.

“Senior citizens & students en- Cation at Holiday Inn Express, HELPERS 1-800-746-4890. Start Today. 2 Week Fald ora-sr2BIUM. 2 bedrom, 1

‘Inquire about Sign-on Bonus
‘up to $4000. Call Jay at
_ 888-527-7221.

. EVENING DISHWASHER su-
ypervisor. Apply in person 2401
S. Gregg. Good pay to the right
‘person.

-.FIBEROD HAS an immediate
full time opening for an experi-

1109 N. Aylesford

Benefits Included, Full Bene-
fits. Bilingual Preferred.

* Part Time/ Full Time Positions
for Receptionist Data Entry.
Competitive Behefits also In-
cluded, Full Benefits. Bilingual
Preferred.

If interested in any of these po-
sitions please contact Allison
Williams, RN @ 432-756-3259

Please contact Alison Isreal,
CFO or Gwen Hawkins, Busi-
ness Office Supervisor at 610
N. Saint Peter, Stanton, Texas
or call 432-756-3345 ext. 226.

THE MARTIN County Hospital
District is seeking Registered
Nurses, for full-time day posi-
tions. Please contact Rance

Housing, Business. AS SEEN
ON T.V. Live Operators, List-
ings, Call 1-800-270-1213 Ext.
176.

“FREE CASH GRANTSI™
$700-$800,000. 2007. Never
Repay! Personal, Medical,
Business, Real Estate, School.
No Credit check! Same Day
processing! Live Operators!

Training. Daily Monday Friday,

streams, and quiet hollows. Ex-
perience the peace of the
mountains! 1-800-632-2212.
www.valleytownrealty.com; val-
leytownrealty@verizon.net
OWN A Computer? Put it to
Work! Earn $1500-$7500/mo.
PT/FT FREE info package on-
line.
www.makeitsowealthy.com

| Gouraged to apply. "Local Company Seeks Quali- §1500 WEEKLY GUARAN- h " bath, CH/A, $450. month, $250
2111 Gregg St. NEED PHLEBOTOMIST & fied applicants for LOCAL TEED Now accepting applica- :o:ohgggy 7256 Parents oxz_' deposit. Call (432)263-1792,
Or Email resume: PHARMACY TECH 30 Hours work. Paid holidays, Vacation tions! $50 CASH Hiring Bonus. M at interview. 816-9984.
.sassie@clearwire.net per week. Certified & Experi- and Sick Time. Weekends Off. 888-318-1638 voble ) A
9-4467 i : o Http://www.nytraveljob.com 2 Thru 6 Bedroom Homes.
enced. Call 1-800-46 . All interested applicants, www.USMailingGroup.com — Pool, 24 h maintenance
DO you want a CAREER h please phone (432)263-3939 GET A 4-Room All-Digital Sat- "% ol oms :
lﬂ Whlch you m.y r."f. NEED RELlABLE’ onGSt‘Peo- £ 31500 WEEKLY ) GUARAN' e""e System insta"ed 'Of FREE Centra] Heat and A"’ stove' re-
after 20 years of service? ple.soxousekeerlxng p°°‘°’c'F'c:"s TexaStone Quarries is hiing TEED Now accepting applica- .04’ programming starting un-  frigeratot,  dishwasher, fur-
Join our team ($5~00,h0ur). sBaes associa ‘z: full time laborers to work in the tions! $50 CASH Hiring Bonus. 4o, $20” FREE Digital Video Nished. Washer/ dryer connec-
at the City of Big Spring ($6. %Urm?onﬂgl:‘s)'zgg%p‘ Eyast plant and also in the quarry. 888-318-1638 Recorders to new callers, SO tions. (432)263-3461 -Tom.
Apply for these positions today: ~ Person. .omiort inn, Benefits available. Apply in Www.USMailingGroup.com CALL NOW. 1-800-799-4935. 405 GALVESTON Very Clean
. : I-20, Big Spring. No Phone ry
' Police Officers Cert, & Non Calls : person 1400 Sherrod Road, $1500 WEEKLY GUARAN- AINEDI 2 Bdrm ceramic tile floors, wa-
alls please. Garden Cit i : "' GET CRANE TR i
Waste Water Treatment Plant. y ~or cal TEED Now accepting applicai- GCrang/Meavy Equip Training. tef paid. Need references.
, Qm“[am gtElGHBORE' CO:O\;E:IEC':S'E 432-354-2569. tons! $50 CASH Hiring Bonus.  National  Certifiation  Prep, $400. Deposit, $400. month.
‘ ore now hiring . ; —  888-318-1638. ‘ o0 Call (432)213-2319.
i i THE MARTIN County Hospital * Placement Assistance. Finan-
We offer EXCELLENT lers, stockers. All Shifts. Apply  THE MARTIN o o eek;% . www.USMailingGroup.com cial  Assistance. $12-$55hr RENTAL CLERK needed for
BENEFITS at 3315 E. FM 700. _ ton s - , , .
Including 100% paid full time receptionist for a Rural FREE CASH GRANTS!I'* Starting Pay. Oklahoma Col- apartment complex with experi
Employee ngalth I:\sﬁ?rance NOW HIRING Health Clinic. $700-$800,000. 2007. Never lege of Construction. ence in Excel, Word, phone eti-
P Y| uire to: ' COMMEHCAN. Please contact Alison Isreal, Repay! Personal, Medical, www.OK-CC.com quette, office duties and cus-
Humm Resou‘rces CONSTRUCTION CFO at 610 N. Saint Peter, Business, Real Estate, School. 1-888-381-2429. tomer service. Fax your re-
City of By Spng, Texes ﬁiﬁﬂfﬁfgﬁ'ﬁﬁ% Stanton, Texas or call No Credit check! Same day GOVERNMENT JOBS Sume to 1-800-323-8481.
Phone: 432-264-2346 experienced in all phases of A5 703040 axl. 226, E::t?: sssmg:-eobljlzeu‘?o%esratgs;! $12-$48/ hr Full Benefits/ Paid THE OFFICE Building, 710
Fax: (432)264-2387 construction. THE MARTIN County Hospital 177, gs. * Training. Homeland ‘ Spcunty, Gregg Street, for Iea_se, excel-
For more details go to Drug test, pre-employment District of Stanton is seeking a Law Enforcement, Wildlife and |ent space for a medical doctor
Yjer e : ’ . 08 FREE I 1-800-320-9353  ext i indi-
www.ci.big-spring.tx.us physical and travel required. FULL TIME NURSE FOR A $700-$800,000 . E  more or lab available, also have indi
EOE Mail resume to: RURAL HEALTH CLINIC. CASH GRANTS! 20071**  2501. vidual offices starting @ $250.
GENERAL Please contact Paul McKinney, Vever Repay! Personal/ Medi- |QYESTOR SEEKS Appren- per month with bills paid. Call
gmv:s ?? EE ?to‘MEIe(a):e'rL nvn SUPERINTENDENT CEO at 610 N. Saint Peter @l Bills, School, New Busi- oo Commercial Real Estate. (432)770-5656 or
.Coastal Transport is a PO BOX 60708 Stanton, Texas or Call ness/ Home etc., Live Qpera- Share in Multi- Million Dollar (432)517-0038. Broker/ Owner.
transport of LPG Asphalt & Pe- MIDLAND. TX 79711 (432)756-3345. ext. 225 tors| Avoid Deadlines! Listings, pfits FREE Report:
troleum Products. Coastal 4 ’ 3 ’ Call 1-800-270-1213 Ext. 179. 949'2é3-0260' WWW Proper-' Real Estate for Sale
serves high profile accounts & NOW SEEKING Full Time Po-  THE MARTIN County Hospital #+$700-8800,000.++ 2007 tyScoutCash.com. -
needs dedicated professionals sitions for Martin County Home gyt of Stanton is seeking a R y skl 1.05 ACRE. 305 Driver Rd.
to join our growing team in Big Health fulf time Insurance Biller. .H%s- EREE !CA&;H GR’}NTS&;‘?VQ{ NORTH CAROLINA MOUN- Water well, great view. Forsan
:Spring. Qualify 23 with class A * Full Time RN/LVN with sign o ang Physician Billing pre- Bﬁgi?\);ss Ree;slogzt'a o Scr:ocgl' TAINS are calling! Come see District. $7,500.00. Call
.& One year driving experience. ©on  Bonuses.  Competitive ¢ o4 : ; ' the breathtaking views, rushing (432)213-2400.

1111 E. 14th. 3 bdr. 1 bath with
1 car garage. $25,000.00. Will
owner finance with $1500
down. $300 per month. Call
432-816-5757 or
432-816-1361.

16X80 2006 Trailer House. 3
Bedroom, 2 bath. $27,000.00.
with $3,000.00 Down. Call

it Listings. 1-800-274- .

-enced Housekeeper. O\, . fax  FResume  to Ramsey, DON at 610 N. Saint ~Listings. 1-800-274-5086 EXt.  Grerrrmee oW HIRING (432)517-0261.

Sandes-Eride 8:00am o 432-756-4510. Peter, Stanton, Texas or 175. Ava. Pay $20/hour or $57K an-

5:00pm. Must be dependable NURSES UNLIMITED, Inc. (432)756-3345 ext. 228. 7000 ENVELOPES=_ $5000. nudi including Federal Bene. 2 1D 6 Bedroom Brick
and trustworthy. Please apply Needs Attendants days & WAREWOUSE/ — DELIVERY Heceive $5 for every Envelope s ang OT. Paid Training, va- Homes: No Down Payment

weekends to assist with per-

stuffed with our sales maerial.

Owner Financing. Bad Credit

+in person, no phone calls. ” Wanted for local Rental Store. ! A : cations, PT/FT.

. Fiberod, 3604 Bethel Drive. sonal care, meal prep. and light  Benefits include paid vacation, Guaranteed! Free informaiton: 4 go0 5841775 Ext. 7701 8K|i a:‘r“’"";;"z‘"z’g;f&

. housekeeping. Part-ime. Call: (otirement & health insurance. 24 hour recording  SWA. a . (432) "

» Food Service - Great People -  Maria 1-800-458-3257.  Requirements are back ground |-800-920-9891. PREGNANT? CONSIDER 2106 JOHNSON - Owner fi-
Real Opportunities Mon.-Thur. 8-5. & Fri. 8-12, henk drug screening, good 1000 ENVELOPES= $6000 ApOPTION. YOU choose your Nance with 10% down, P & |

) SUPERVISORS E.O.E. driving record and be at least GUARANTEED! Receive $6 for baby's far.nily! Loving, ap- Payment $400.00, 15 years

> 3-Day Work Week with Full OPENING FOR  Certified 21 years old. Starting pay every envelope stuffed with our proved couples await. Financial pay off. Interior freshly painted,

Time Pay in Big Spring, TX!
'-Compass Group, the world's
‘ largest contract food service

company, is now hiring several
, motivated individuals for our
.food service operation @ the
.:Big Spring Correctional Com-

Nurses Aide, 3-11. Paid holi-
days, sick time, health insur-
ance, vacation. Excellent work
environment. Contact Stepha-
nie Potter, RN DON Valley Fair
Lodge, (325)728-2634.

$8.50 per hour. Apply in per-
son, Credit World, 1611 Gregg.

LHLSS

sales material. Free 24 hour in-
formation. 1-888-423-3820

Code 702.

1990 HONDA Civic Only $800!
$1994 GMC 3/4 Ton Only
$800! 1992 Dodge Ram 4x4

assistance available. Toll- Free
1-866-236.

SATELLITE TELEVISION,
FREE Equipment, FREE 4
Room Installation, FREE HD or
DYR Receiver Upgrade w/Re-

Beautiful Hardwood Floors,
New vinyl in kitchen, Separate
Din. Room, Central Heat/Air,
Exterior Care free siding, 2
bedrooms, Attached Garage
w/opener. Drive by and look in-

- plex. Great runity, P-H..C. - John Deere Dealer of Only $800! Police Impounds! Pack side. Joe Lopez Broker Owner

. wages for qualified food rory. Big Spring, TX in need of Serv- QBN L) For Listings 800-630-0520 gogoamo. — 0°°  'Gml Cell (325)721-1162, Office
‘ice people start @ $12.50. Out- 100 Technicians. Pay is based g grg cumenty sesking X102 1-800-380-8939. ENE 756100,

standing company. Paid bene- o p‘p ol e: ess;:v i M ': drivers for the 23 PEOPLE needed to lose SRWMILLS  FROM  only 2306 RUNNELS. 3 bdr. 2 bath.
fits, paid training, supplied uni- (432)267-2757' or nc?all Lamesa, Ackerly area. 5-100 pounds! All Natural, g2900 0o- Convertyour LOGS $25,000.00. Will owner finance

" forms. Unlimited advancement
.in a global company. Food
service background not re-
‘quired. Must pass drug test,

-.background check & have a

(432)263-8344 Benefits In-
clude: Health Ins., 401K; Pd.
Vacation.

PARKPLACE

RETIREMENT

We offer Excellent Pay,
Quarterly and Annual bonus.
A $1,500.00 sign on bonus.
We also offer paid holidays,
paid vacation, 401k,

100% Guaranteed FREE SAM-
PLESI

www.FreeSample
DietPack.com

ADULT HIGH School Diploma

TO VALUABLE LUMBER with
your own Norwood portable
band sawmill. Log skidders
also available. www.norwood-
industries.com. Free Informa-

with $1500 down. $300 per
month. Call 432-816-5757 or
432-816-1361.

603 AVONDALE, 4 bedroom,

clean or repairable credit re- LIVING is hiring Front Desk medical and dental for home FAST! Nationally ac- tion: 1-800-578-1363-Ext: 2 Dath, 2 car garage. Large

* cord. Staff. Half night shift and half insurance. credited. Payment plan. FYREE ggg:u, 800-578-1363-Ext: fargllyfroom glth vaulted ceiling
- Opportunity is a call away! day shift. Please apply in per- Come in and apply at: Brochure! 800-470-4723. SECRET ENCOURTERS :n ans. Shop and green

Call Don Hood @ son at 501 W. 17th Street, Big GENESIS CRUDE OIL www.diplomaathome.com. - house. Call (432)267-6885 or

} 432-263-2366
-, EOE & AA Employer M/F/DV

- “GET OUT of the house while
-.your kids are at school. BSISD
-Food Service taking applica-
* +tions for cashiers, cooks, serv-
~ ers. Benefits, school holidays,

“‘summers off. Apply in person
. @ 708 E. 11th Place.”

Spring, Texas.

PARTS AGENT. Parts order-
ing for heavy equipment and
inventory organization. Com-
puter skills required. Compe-
tetive salary & benefits. Fax re-
sume to Price Construction
432-267-1694. E.O.E.

PAY ROLL Position. Daily im-

4017 S. County RD 1283
Odessa, TX. 79765
Office: 432-561-8223
Monday thru Friday
8am-5pm

Miscellaneous

A KING PILLOWTOP Mattress
Set. Must Sell $249. Brand

ALL CASH VENDING! Call us
first or call us last, either way
we can save you $$$$. Under
9K investment required. Toll
Free 800-961-6103 (24/7).

COSTA RICA HOME SITESI
Amazing mountain, river, Pa-
cific Ocean views. Clubhouse.
Gated Communityl 1.25 Acre

1-800-442-MEET. 69 p/m La-
dies Freell 1-800-201-TALK.

TIMESHARE!!! PAYING too
much 4 maintenance fees and
taxes? Call today to sell/ rent
your timeshare for cash. NO
Commission or Broker Fees!
1-800-882-0296. wWwWw.vpre-
salés.com

TRUCK DRIVERS Wanted-

559-8491.

A SPACIOUS Foreclosurel
$49,487! 3 Bedroom, 2 bath!
For listing Call 800-544-6258
ext F906.

BY OWNER: 2307 Brent Drive,
4 Bedroom, 2 bath, sunroom,
inground pool, 3 car detached
garage with shop. 2181 sq. ft.

/ port, data imports, weekly pay- New still in Plastic. Full Factory | ots. From 000 (US). Bro- Aski 159
'HANDYMAN NEEDED for roll reporting, govenment com-  Warranty. NASA MEMORY  kers el 31607 2000, Dost 5 Mgl bl (432?368-9338. FroR. o
. groundskeeping duties. Car- pliance reporting. Competetive FOAM Mattress Set. Sacrifice ply s y over %

www joyapacifica.com

penter & Masonary skills re- salary & benefits. Fax resume $350.00. New in astic. = T Companies! One Application, LAND for Sale- 32.41 Beautiful

quired. 40 hrs/week, $400.00/ to Price Construction  432-349-4043. o DATA ENTRY! Work From Hundreds of Offers! httpz/ham- acres near Country Club. Good

.week. Call 432-517-0413, 432-267-1694. E.O.E. Anywhere Flexible Hours. Per- merlanejobs.com. water well. $95,000.00 Call
ADJUSTABLE BED base, Sonal Computer Requird. Ex- WETOST- il Read a couple's (432)816-3927.

NUNN ELECTRIC

hand remote, new, never used
with warranty, $899.

DARK SLEIGH bed w/dresser,
mirror, chest, nightstand and
bed & pillow covers. List

cellent Career Opportunity.
1-800-344-9636 Ext. 500.

DRIVERS - A eamn as you
learn career! England Trans-
port now offers on the job CDL

fascinating weight loss testi-
mony. No gimmicks. No prod-
ucts to by. Not a scam. Don't
miss this great story. Click on
www.welostit.com.

OWNER FINANCE, $4000
down. Four to choose from.
Call (432) 264-9907.

|

. A Division of Border States $2500, sell $999. training. No credit check, no Credit OK oownﬁnvaoeurg?
806-549-3110. cO- , No down payment AS LOW AS $500. Homes
: BRAND NEW Gusen piiow o5 10! 1-866-619-6081 Ext. eale: 1068 '™OM $49,900. Call
Warehouse Associate meiiees set. b wrapper, Ware 3180, FORD 4000. Runs on Lpg. \ait oy 1ood Of Plok up a lis
: | ranty. Must Move. Sacrifice STOP RENTINGII Govi & $3000.00. Call 432-816-5757. - Texas Ave., Midland.
Nunn Electric, a division of Border States Electric, is | $17500. NEW CHERRY Bank Foreclosures! $0 to Low SOLITAIRE OF Big Spring has
seeking an individual for our warehouse. Electrical | Sleigh bed $259.00. Midland. Downl No Credit heckl Call nowonundlhcbrydlr?;n r:
systems, product knowledge, and prior warehouse | Call 432-349-4043 NOWI 1-800-728-6701. for ;"oe nEI:' center located at 4
distribution experienced preferred. in Big eggg Great op- 11th Place. Come i
. Call 7521, by and look at our model 3
: Competitive pay & benefits. Mﬂm( 2)658- : hr:;'y'mdtphy at factory di- ¢
Apply in person at 3202 IS-20 E., J MOVE IN SPECIAL + APPLICATION & SECURITY DEP. . A/C Window Uniits, Newly .M’”"'“ Phone R
i Big Spring or ‘'email: cmiller@border-states.com ALL BILLS PAID MM $380.00 motcn:. mm“‘_’%‘g‘ mmm y bt
| 538 Westover 1 $205.00 deposit. F &
“ EOE/Drug Free workplace %0 A “ oo ' i (432)263-8005 or 816-1330. Avdmwm el h



http://www.ci.blg-spring.tx.us
http://www.USMailingGroup.com
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http://www.nytraveljob.com
http://www.OK-CC.com
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This is the very last day
of winter. You may have
felt that spring has already
sprung, but tomorrow is
the official start of Aries,
the sign of the spring lamb.
Review the last few months
on what [
you've let go.
Something
new is about
to drop into
the void, so
it's best to be
conscious of
how you'd |
ideally like to &

fill it. Houipay
ARIES
(March  21- Matins

You've passed

through a hidden barrier —
you're on the brink of
recovering your true
nature. OK, you might be

thinking, “I didn’t know
my true nature was lost.”
@ Puzzies by Pappocom
ANSWERS
9 3 712 4 8l1 56
158619 7 312 8 4
24 811 6 517 9 3
59 213 1 4|8 6 7
7 6 318 5 219 4 1
4.8 116 9 713 2 §
31514 209]67 8
6.7 85 8 114 3 2
B 2 4317 3 65 t &

Real Estate for Sale

‘MOBILE HOME, 2 year old
doublewide, great area, car-
port. Excellent condition!
Owner transferring, priced for
quick sale! Serious inquires
only! Assumable Loan.
(432)213-3235, (432)213-0917.

Services Offered

CHILD CARE in my home.
Loving mother of 3 would like
to care for your child. Anytime,
any day. 2508 Ent. Call
(806)549-4484.

RON’'S HANDYMAN Roof Re-
pair, don't replace it, fix it. 17
years exp. Please leave mes-
‘sdge™ ' i né’"* &answer
(432)935-9486 or email:
edwawB8@aol.com

Several New 2006 Models
i To Choose From

Huge Discounts!

Bob Brock Ford

500 W. 1th 267-7424

$500! Chevys from $500! Buy
police impounds! For Listings
800-544-1092 Ext. A106.

1997 GMC SEVANAH Conver-
sion Van. Good Condition. 4
Captions chairs, rear bench
seat converts to bed. 123K
Miles. $3,800.00 Firm. Call
(432)816-9848.

1999 28' Bumper Pull Coach-
man RV Trailer. Excellent con-
dition. $9500.00. Call
432-816-5757 or
432-816-1361.

2000 CHEVY Blazer LS. 4Wd,
$5900. Good condition. High

mileage. Call 264-7212, leave
msg.
2000 KAWASAKI KX125 Dirt

Bike. 2003 POLARIS Trail
Blazer 250 4-wheeler and 2000
27ft Prowler Travel Trailer,
bumper pull. Excellent Condi-
tion., Call (432)264-2910.

2001 FORD Expedition. Black
with leather interior, tented win-
dows, 20 inch custom wheels,
75,000 miles. Asking $13,000.
Call (432)267-7603.

2003 DODGE Ram. 2500 Hemi
Quad Cab, Short-wide-bed,
28K miles, great condition, dual
exhaust with mac air induction
and computer progammer.

$17,995. Call 432-935-3196.

EXCELLENT CONDITION
Toyota Sequoia Limited 2003.
Loaded, black w/tan leather.
77,000 miles.
(432)267-8143.

$17,995. Call

But you have to admit it’s
been hiding a little lately.

TAURUS (April 20-May
20). A perfume contains
multitudes of scents, but
can be boiled down to a few
essential base notes: orange,
rose and vanilla. Likewise,
because you know your
essence, you feel free to
revel in the bouquet of
delicious unknowns.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
A changing of the guards
happens. Everyone knew
this was coming. You're
ready to re-examine your
strategy for the future. Set
some new professional
goals.

CANCER (June 22-July
22). You bump up against
an old pattern. You don’t
have to wear it like an
uncomfortable sweater.
Changing your perception
can be as easy as changing
your clothes.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22).
There’'s no shortage of
money in your household,
though there may be a
shortage of ideas. That's
why you're so needed. Your
creative furnace creates
enough heat to power a
whole city, so keep tapping
it.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
You make an important
decision about a
relationship. You feel what

you feel — no need to
justify or explain your
logic. There’s precious

freedom in making friends -

with the truth.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23).
Have you done this before?
Perhaps. But at least now
you have the benefit of
experience to see you
through. And the ending is
totally up to you. The past
has loosened its grip on
you.

SCORPIO

(Oct. 24-Nov.

21). The most rewarding
habits have the highest
payoffs, but you're the one
who foots the bill. Give
yourself a pat on the back
for resisting the brazen
siren of temptation.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21). You're moving
onto higher ground, a feat
only accomplished by
making friends with the
ground beneath your feet.
You know this terrain
pretty darn well.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). You've been running
around doing everything for
everyone else. So leaving
your house with your bed
made is a minor domestic
accomplishment. Think big
-- don’t bother with details.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb.
18). If you're defending your
stuff from outside forces,
you’re more likely to lose it.
So stop worryving. You're
entering a new era of
abundance. It's more than
what you have; it’'s what
you're holding in mind.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20). The most beautiful
things can happen while
doing the same old thing,
like laundry. Maybe you
discover a few bucks in
your jeans pocket; maybe
you walk away feeling
lighter.

ASTROLOGICAL
QUESTIONS: “I'm an Aries
looking for a job. I've never
had to do this before —
somehow [ have always
been able to land in the
right situation and have a
friend or reference that
opened the doors for me.
But now I'm really
searching, and the bills are
due at the end of the month.
Any tips? People are
depending on me!”

It's spring, your season,
and all things are new.

CLASSIFIED

You're in the perfect place
for creating your new life.
Just as people are
depending on you, people
are also there to help you.
Don't panic, or you'll
restrict the flow of good
luck that is your birthright.
Stay calm and optimistic
while you root yourself in
the knowledge of what
you're good at and what
you have to offer an
employer, and also the
world at large. It will be
very effective for you to
create a sacred spring ritual
in which you list your
talents and read each thing
on your list to yourself in a
mirror, telling yourself how
much you have to offer and
imagining yourself happily
giving of your talents to the
person who will benefit the
most, with ample amounts
of money coming to you for
your efforts.

CELEBRITY PROFILES:
Holly Hunter is a
tenderhearted Pisces with
an Aries moon. This is an
incredible combination for
an actress, lending the
ability to really lose oneself
in a role, playing the part
both onstage and off. Aries,
the god of war, offsets her
small stature — but she’ll
use the soldier-like courage
that this aspect brings to
make a meaningful and
award-winning film in 2008.

If you would like to write
to Holiday Mathis, please go
to www.creators.com and
click on “Write the Author”
on the Holiday Mathis page,
or you may send her a
postcard in the mail. To find
out more about Holiday
Mathis and read her past
columns, visit the Creators

Syndicate Web page at
wwuw.creators.com.
® 2007 CREATORS
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Annie’s Mailbox -:
Advice for those in need

Dear Annie: I've been
married for six years and
have two wonderful young

children. My husband, 86, "'~

is a good man and-a great,
playful father. He has a
wonderful job that has
enabled me to quit mine
and stay home with my
children.

The problem is my

husband has a drug
addiction. He smokes
marijuana every day, all
day, before work, after
work and during his
breaks. When he goes
without, he has mood

swings and screams and
shouts at the boys and me.
Our second bathroom has
been turned into his
personal smoke room. The
kids and I are not allowed
in, nor do we wish to use it,
since he makes no effort to
hide his drug
paraphernalia.

I knew about his habit
before we married, but we
were young and I thought
he would outgrow it. It is
getting harder to cover for
Daddy when he goes to the
bathroom every 30 minutes.
You wouldn't think he
would want this kind of
environment for his
children. He would never
volunteer to go to rehab. |
don’'t know what to do. —
Addict’'s Wife

Dear Wife: An addict
must be willing to quit
before progress can be

made, and your husband
isn't there yet. Plus, this is
illegal, and if the
authorities find out, your
children could be removed
from your home. You may
need to ask your husband to
leave until he gets clean.
There are support groups
for families of drug addicts.
Please contact Families
Anonymous

KATHY MITCHELL
MARCY SUGAR

(familiesanonymous.org) at
1-800-736-9805 for help. And
when your husband wants
to rejoin the real world,
suggest he try Marijuana
Anonymous (marijuana-
anonymous.org) at 1-800-766-
6779.

Dear Annie: My son and
his wife provided me with a
granddaughter last
summer. Ever since the
birth of this child, I've had
the feeling my son is not
the father. I was in the
hospital when the baby was
born and got to hold her
shortly after birth. It felt as
if I were holding a stranger.
There were none of the
emotions I felt the previous
year, when my daughter
providled me with a
grandson.

The shape of this child’s
eyes and feet bring to mind
the children of my
daughter-in-law’s best
friend. Their feet have
widely separated toes, and
SO does my new
granddaughter. Before my
son and his wife moved into
their current house, they
lived next door to this
friend and her husband. I
strongly suspect the

husband fathered this child.

I am afraid of the possible
ramifications of speaking
up. Should I try and get a
DNA test done without
anyone knowing — just to
put my mind at ease? —
Grandma

Dear Grandma: You are
jumping to conclusions
based on very little. Many
grandparents (even some
parents) do not feel a strong
emotional connection at
birth. And, often, the
features that make a child
look like Mom or Dad aren’t
apparent for years.
Whatever suspicions you
may have, we urge you to
put them out of your mind,
say nothing, do nothing and
try to love this child with
all your heart. Any attempt
to do otherwise could cause
you to lose your
relationship with your son.
Even if you are right.

Dear Annie: My husband
cannot resist looking at
pretty women. He has
occasionally stopped
walking with me so he can
take a better look.

I say this is rude and
hurtful. It damages my .ego
as well. My husband sees
nothing wrong with it,
since he is “only looking.”
Is there a time limit on how
long a guy should stare?
What do you think, Annie?
— No Name

Dear No Name: It's
normal for a guy to glance
at an attractive woman, but
it is not acceptable to look
so long that his female
companion becomes upset
or hurt. Guys who need to
ogle should have the
decency not to do so when
their wives or girlfriends
are present.

® 2007  CREATORS
SYNDICATE, INC.
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Talk About “In Your Face

Dear Margo: With the
subject R of m‘breu
augmentation com up so
often in your column, I
could use some input on a
situation in our family.

My husband has a brother
with a live-in girlfriend. A
few years ago, he confided

d\;lhusband that he just

deal with her

havlng small breasts, and at

his urging, she was getting
implants.

At the next family
gathering, it was obvious
that the procedure had,
indeed, been done. As time
went on, their investment in
her chest apparently went
unnoticed, so
showing up at
family events
with less and
less of her
new assets

covered.

At the
famili
Thanksgiving

this year, she
showed up in

gl self-lthrough MARGO
ack lace top.

For HowARD
Christmas,

she wore a
couple of strips of cloth for a
shirt that barely covered the
tips of her now enormous
breasts.

Now, the rest of us are
wondering, what do they
want from us? Why does she
keep e ‘posmg more and
more of herself to her
boyfriend’s family, for
crying out loud? She’s at a
family event with children,
includin% her own
grandchildren, not a strip
club! What are we supposed
to do, congratulate them on
their purchase? Ask them
what make and model those
babies are?

It's getting to the point
that we are cringing at the
thought of attending family
get-togethers if it means
having her expose herself to
us again. Any ideas on how
to deal with this? — Too
Much Northern Exposure

Dear Too: I do have an
idea: Give the lady what she
wants. Instead of ignoring
the new hooters, remark on
them so she’ll know you've
noticed. You might say
something like, “They are
really lovely. And maybe,
because of the youngsters,
you might put more clothinﬁ
on them?” Odds are she wil
then show ? in a tight
sweafer, but Jf what she’s
lS
shows may end. V—Margo
experimentally

When You Need To Say

It — and Mean It

Dear Margo: I'm in a bit of
a pickle. Well, not a pickle
exactly, I'll let you decide
what it is.

I was datin thlS guy (who
was so incredibly wrong for
me, it's a won er I never
saw it) for a year. We broke
up. Actually, he dumped me,
and I, of course, was
devastated. Well, a few
months later, we started
seeing each other again, but
secretly, so my friends
wouldn’t find out and go
ballistic.

Well, brain finally
came out of hibernation and
decided that this guy was
completely toxic (Yaaaay
me!) and I stopped seeing
him, talking to him, tol
him we were through, etc.

A month ago, | met a
realli great guy with none
of the obvious bad boy
tendencies I usually like. We
have been hanging out a lot,
and he is a complete
gentleman and there are no
ames, just two people

aving fun together. Sounds
perfect, right?

Well, the problem is that
the Bad Boy has been trying
to come around lately. He
calls and e-mails and shows
up at my hangouts. He also

visits friends in my
apartment complex, then
stops by because he is “in
the neighborhood.”

I have told him that I just
want to be friends, but he
keeps coming around and
trying to worm hls way
back into my life. I don’t
want to be mean or hurtful
to him, but I want him to
leave me the heck alone.

How do I tell him in no
uncertain terms, yet

litely, to scram? Or should

just not worry about being

polite lnd let hlm have an
earl\nm K: 1 that ou
y
alrendy told mtely,
likely to be s0 much blnh
blah as far as he is
concerned. Your drama
reminds me of the old Dean

Martin song, “Your lips tell
me no-no, but there's yes-yes

Ignore
the reel in your head w ere
you decided he was
“incredibly wron " for you
Stop answerln%‘
e-mails, and skip the “just
wantmg to be friends.”

That’s not possible, or
desirable. — Margo,
surgicall‘%y o
hat About the
Competition?

H1 Margo I don’t know 'if
you've ever done this, but I
was curious about your
opinion of what another
advice columnist wrote.

The question came fronra
man whose fiancee was
moving to his city. Since all
his friends would become
her friends, he was asking
whether or not to make it
known to his fiancee all the
women he knows he has
Sk’i’i} with. )

e columnist’s
suggestion was to gather all
the women together with his
intended and play a “game”
m which he would ask them

%‘ ess what they think it
1s they all have in common.
This would elicit numerous
guesses, and then he would
“reveal” the thing they had
in common: him. Then he
was pretty sure everyone
would “chuckle.”

I was absolutely floored.
What do you think of this
advice? — Bowled Over

Dear Bowl: 1 think the
columnist was a man. —
Margo, intuitively

Another Prince Charming

Dear Margo! I am married
since I was 20 years, live in
Europe and have two
children (one 3-1/2-year-old
and a newborn, 6 weeks
old). My husband told me
eight weeks ago that he had
a love affair a few years ago,
and I found out about.a
sexual affair not long ago. ,

He assured me that
although the first woman
was “the love of his life”
and his “soul mate,” this
affair ended and that the
sexual affair has also endéd.
He says the main reason
was that I was too busy with
the first child and.always
too tired for sex.

So he doesn’t get enough
sex and, of course, my body
is not the same as four years
ago. I just gave birth to a
lovely baby girl, and we
have bought a new house,
but my life is a mess. :

How can I trust him
anymore? He says that he
still loves me and that he
never intended to leave me
or the girls. Should I leave
him, or is there a way to
start again — just for the
sake of the kids?

I know I am not the first
woman to experience such a
betrayal, but that doesn’t
make it easier. I really don’t
know what to do.
Heartsick

Dear Heart: What a guy.
Two weeks before you
deliver, he tells you about
“the love of his life” who is
his “soul mate,” but . . . he
says that’s over. Then there
was that other little fling,
but he didn't really care
about her. Everything is

our fault, of course,

ause you're tired from
caring for his children . . .
and your body isn't the
same as it was four years
ago. (Well, whose is?)

I would think whether or
not this can be turned
around into a functional,
loving marriage depends on
his genuine contrition,
gaining some understanding
of how a faithful marriage
works, and putting integrity
before his libido and
selfishness. It would also
depend on whether or not
¥ou are able to put the

ling of betrayal behind
you.

Given the ages of your
children, give it a little time
to see how things progress.
Do, however, tell him he is
in a trial period. I think
time will give you the
answers {ou need. — Margo,
tentatively
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This Dat
In History

Today is Monday, March
19, the 78th day of 2007.
There are 287 days left in the
year. This is the date the
swallows traditionally
return to the San Juan

Capistrano Mission in
California.
Today's Highlight in
History:

On March 19, 1945, during
World War II, 724 people
were killed when a Japanese
dive bomber attacked the
U.S. carrier Franklin off
Japan; the ship, however,
was saved.

On this date:

In 1917, the Supreme
Court, in Wilson v. New,
upheld the eight-hour work
day for railroad workers.

In 1918, Congress approved

— TAB TALK by Gail Grabowski
NeWSday Crossword Edited by )étanley Newman
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Daylight-Saving Time.

In 1931, Nevada Gov. Fred
B. Balzar signed a measure
legalizing casino gambling.

In 1945, Adolf Hitler issued
his so-called "Nero Decree,"
ordering the destruction of
German facilities that could
fall into Allied hands.

In 1979, the U.S. House of
Representatives began tele-
vising its day-to-day busi-
ness.

In 1987, televangelist Jim
Bakker resigned as chair-
man of his PTL ministry
organization amid a sex and
money scandal involving

Jessica Hahn, a former
church secretary from
Oklahoma.

In 2003, President Bush
ordered the start of war
against Iraq. (Because of the
time difference, it was early
March 20 in Iraq.)

Today's Birthdays: Former
White House national secu-
rity adviser Brent Scowcroft

HAVE YOU HALPED A ) YEP, I FIXED IT SO
NEIGHBOR T'DAY, LEM LEDBETTER

WiLL FINALLY GIT
TO SLEEP LATE
IN TH' MORNIN',

BEETLE BAILEY

SRO07 by King Festres Syndices. nc Workd ges emeneed

THAT PESKY ROOSTER
OF HIS AIN'T NEVER
GONNA WAKE HIM
UP AGIN I

THAT AND THAT
AND THAT

»
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GET TO SLEEP WITH ALL THAT
GLOWING GOING ON?

is 82. Actor-director Patrick
McGoohan is 79. Theologian
Hans Kung is 79. Jazz musi-
cian Ornette Coleman is 77.
Author Philip Roth is 74.
Actress Renee Taylor is 74.
Actress-singer Phyllis
Newman is 74. Actress
Ursula Andress is 71, Singer
Clarence "Frogman" Henry
is 70. Singer Ruth Pointer
(The Pointer Sisters) is 61.
Actress Glenn Close is 60.
Film producer Harvey
Weinstein is 55. A
® By The Associated Press
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ACROSS 67 Sign of the 9 Newspaper 40 Gen. Robert __
1 Corrosive future job notice 42 Hawaiian
chemical 68 Where streets 10 Mug filler singer
5 Borscht meet sidewalks 11 Donate 43 Artifact
ingredient 69 Born Free feline 12 Pizzeria 48 Salad
9 Pioneer’s 70 Faction appliance vegetable
vehicle 71 Reduce, as 13 Bookish one 50 Sports
14 Secret writing prices 21 Visibly sad stadiums
15 TV sports 72 Talk back to 22 Author Jong 54 Haunted-house
channel 73 Family-history 26 Uncertain reply spirit
16 Full of energy diagram 27 Failing grades 55 Circle
17 Hammer, 28 Loses one's segments
for one DOWN footing 56 Drag
18 Don’t go to, 1 Circus routines 29 Diet-food term 57 Cadabra
as a class 2 Henhouse 31 Window receder
19 “When pigs fly!” 3 Admired person ledges 59 Luau
20 Voter's 4 Neighborhood 33 Razor targets instruments
“crossover” shops 34 Stan Laurel's 60 Lugosi of film
ballot 5 Outdid pal 61 Kuwaiti ruler
23 Conclusion 6 Arctic sled 36 Aquatic 62 Give up
24 Appear to be uller mammal rights to
25 Smash into 7 Heroic tale 38 Like an 63 Leg joint
27 Non-native 8 Highway with insomniac’s 65 Air-gun
speakefzbb tolls: Abbr. . night pellets
course: r.
30 Hullabaloos T2 P[4 6 10 [11 [12 [13 |
32 Montana 14
neighbor
35 Elevator stop |17
37 Frisbee, e.g.
39 New Haven
school
41 Currency with
Grant's picture
44 Petty quarrel
45 Make eyes at
46 Spine-tingli Al
47 Back of a ship
49 Aquatic aad
mammal
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