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- Ow

had a phrase fer it -

“CAVEAT EMPTOR.” meaning “Let the buyer beware.” This was
not used as a bit of balm to ease the ancient conscience nor, vet,
was it placarded in the booths and stalls of the market-place. It
was a piece of every-day knowledge, born of dear-bought experi-
ence.

A shopkeeper knew little about the source of his merchandise.
This tunic he bought from a trader, who said it came from Byzan-
{lum. o he sold 1t as the latest Byzantian style. The trader
fold him the dye was pure Tyrian—it wouldn’t fade. So he sold it
as Tyrian dyed. But the buyer knew the responsibility was his
own. If he guessed wrongly, or his jndoment was poor. it was HIS
hard luck.

Today, fortunately, there are safer guides than the blanket-
warning to “let your eyes be your market.”

These guides are the newspaper advertisements. In this news-
paper, they are a catalog of the best values in town—signed by
responsible firms. If the goods are not all thatis claimed for
them, their sponsors would need to “heware.” For no business
can thrive on a one-time sale, or on dissatistied customers.

A signed advertisement 1s, n a way, ke a promissory note.
The advertiser has made a statement, and affixed his signature
as a s1en of good farth.

No, read the advertisements before you start out on a buying
trip. Make this habit, and see how much vou save . . . in time, in
femper. in money, in shoe-leather.
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HOWMUCHDO YOU
SPEND FOR
ADVERTISING

I'he Harvard Bureau of Business Research
and the Northwestern University Bureau
of Business Research compile the follow-
ing percentage of gross sales as usual and
correct for advertising expenditures of

successful retail stores:

Department Stores 1.9 to 3.14%
Groceryv Stores 1.0
Haberdasher

Women's Wear Shops 3.1
Furniture = 6.9
General Merchandise 1.5 %
Drug Stores 1.0%
Shoe Stores 2.9 %
Electrical Shops - Tk N
Hardware o -- 1.0%
Cleaning and Dyeing 3.3%
Jewelry . AN
Meat Markets d i 1.0%%
Florists s il s ok 5.0%
Millinery i 2.2%
Musx Stores > 3.3°¢
Restaurants , s B2
Specialty Shops . 3 s DSBS

Does your advertising investment com-
pare with the average? Perhaps your
budget needs revising. According to Brad-
street’s report, 95 per cent of all business-
es that fail are non-advertiser,

If you want to cover Friona’s
trade territory, advertise in

[HE FRIONA STAR
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