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- AFINAL REMEMBRANCE

Looking back into the future

By Dusty Padilla

As I watched the last
of our troops being pulled out
of Iraq; I got a surreal feeling
of accomplishment. As the
gate closed shut on the bor-
der and the final hand shake
was given, [ couldn’t help but
think about what will hap-
pen next. I’'m sure we have
all asked that question in the

last couple of months when
talks first started about getting
our troops back home. All I
can say is; I only hope every-
one has learned from the last
8 years. So much can be said
about what has transpired due
to all the bloodshed. I remem-
ber the first time I stepped foot
onto the soil in Iraq. It was af-

ter that day my life changed
forever. I’m sure that every-
one that has been involved
in this war will be changed
in some way. There is both
good and bad to us leaving
Iraq; however it’s how we
deal with it that will solidify
our nations as an ally.

A lot has happened in

Broncos Are Undefeated District
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Story and Photo By Ray Glasscock

When the Broncos took the
field last Friday night, they
knew that they had the chance
to win the District Champion-
ship and join the seven previ-
ous Bronco teams that finished
as 10 and 0 District Champi-
ons. At the pep rally, Coach
Sine talked about how hard it is
to finish with 10 wins and no
losses. “I never played ona 10

The game with the Coleman
Bluecats promised to be more
interesting than the previous
four blowout victories. Cole-
man had made a remarkable
turn around going from | and
9 to 7 and 2 with no district
losses. As it turned out, the
Bluecats played a good game
and it was just what the Bron-
cos needed to prepare for the

and 0 team, and, in 20 years of playoffs.

coaching, I have never coached
a 10 and 0 team,” Sine com-
mented.

The Bluecats won the toss
and elected to defer until the
second half. Zach Badeaux re-

G

as presented by Grand
g the Officers’ installa- |
_ i

jct champinhip trophy.

turned the opening kickoff to
the 30 yard line. The Bron-
cos came to line of scrim-
mage and opened the game
with their longest drive of
the season, as they ran 16
plays to travel 70 yards us-
ing up 7:23 worth of clock
time. Here are some of the
plays from the drive: Edward
Garza started with a five yard
run, Word Hudson gained 14
on a pass reception, Imoni
Cross moved the chains on
the quick pass from Clay-
ton Parks, Cadesman Pope
earned 13 yards via a pass
reception, Cross completed
a pass to Hudson, Garza took
a pitch from Cross and fol-
lowed Kade Wimberley ‘s
lead block for a first down,
Pope moved the chains on
third and long with a tough
catch over the middle, the
Bluecats were

off sides, Cross ran the mis-
direction keeper to the one
yard line, and Garza got the
touchdown on a one yard
from the heavy package that
featured Wimberley leading

_ the way and Kyle Patlan pull-

ing from his tackle position.
(I figured that the longest
drive of the season deserved
the longest sentence!) Wim-
berley kicked his first of five
PATs making the score 7 to 0
with 4:31 left in the first quar-
ter.

the last 8 years of war. Many |

people were lost on both sides
and a nation was torn apart by
constant conflict and fighting.
When I was young and going
through school, my favorite
subject was always history.
[ found myself intrigued by
our past and how it sets up
our future. Very seldom,
however, do you find your-
self actually becoming part of
history. This is a defining no-
tion for the one’s that served
over in Iraq and Afghanistan.
Whether we think it or not;
we are part of history. It may
not be in the history books of
the future, or it might, but we
each hold onto a bit of what
has happened over there. We
made history when the statue
of Saddam Hussein was torn
down and dragged through
the city. We made history as
we liberated a country from
its grueling dictator and saved
its people from his wrath. We
made history as we pulled
through each city and fought
fire-fight after fire-fight in or-
der to keep people we knew
little about safe. We made
history when we were able to
see a country show its voice
for the first time and vote.
The truth is, ever since the
first forces stepped foot into
Iraq, we made history. With
that being said, there comes
a solemn moment in your life
when you can look back and
say “I was there”.

The troops leaving
Iraq only means one thing. It
is time for the people of Iraq
to take the reins and make
their footprints into their fu-
ture. The moves they make
in the next year will either de-
fine who they are as a country
or set them back. I’m sure a
lot have doubts that they will
be able to keep in the direc-

tion we have helped them™

achieve. I’m also sure that
some of us look at them and
think “as soon as we leave,
they will go back to the way
they were”. The sad realiza-
tion is; no one really knows
and there is nothing we can
do. All we “can” do is hope
for the best and pray. One

Firefighters

thing is certain; Iraq’s fu-
ture has been paved with the
blood and sacrifices of many
lives. They have come a long
way in the last 8 years. The
country is no longer divided
into three different states.
Men and women alike were
able to speak up for the first
time without a threat of death.
Iraq’s economy now booms
and grows with each pass-
ing day. Though the country
is still separated to a certain
extent and they will still have
to deal with groups of people
who will want the old ways; [
believe in the end we will see
something come from all of it.

For now our focus
should be upon the men and
women returning to us. They
have gone through so much
over there and most may
never be the same. It’s our
duty as a patriotic country
to get behind those that give
us our freedoms. I have no
way of describing the feeling
I get when I see on the news
that one of our veteran’s has
survived through a combat
zone, only to come home and
be killed. Heck I remember
when I returned home from
Iraq. Things were defiantly
different. With everything
that I did and still do to this
day. We owe it to our brave
troops to show them how
much we truly appreciate
what they do. I can’t express
this enough. Remember, we
weren’t over there because a
bunch of us wanted to go have
some fun. We were over there
because we were told to be.
Maybe it wasn’t for the right
reasons and maybe we should
have done things differently.
In the end we helped a nation
overcome its fears and realize

that there are better things to

come.

As this year comes to
an end I hope that we have all
learned something. Though
mistakes were made and bad
things happened. Good still
came out strong for us all.
2012 will prove to be an ex-
citing year for each and every
one of us. Have a safe and
wonderful New Year.

Respond to

Vehicle Fire

January 13

Photo By Maray Cearley

Local volunteer Fire fighters were called out Saturday af-
ternoon 17 miles south of Sonora to respond to a vehicle on
fire. Nobody was injured when the 2005 Chevrolet Impala

caught on fire.
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Senior Center Activities

Thurs. December 22 - Christmas Lunch

Fri. December 23 - Happy Birthday Linda Hash
Mon. December 26 - Happy Birthday Linda Cumpian
Tues. December 27 - Birthday Cake for December

Senior Center Menu

Thurs. December 22 - Beef pepper steak, mashed potatoes

Fri. December 23 - Center Closed for Christmas

Mon. December 26 - Center Closed for Christmas

Tues. December 27 - BBQ beef on a bun, tator tots, milk
carrots & zucchini, Ambrosia

tossed salad, wheat roll, milk

Participants in the senior nutrition program must be 60 or older.
Meals are served Monday - Friday at 12:00 p.m.
Donations are accepted
(suggested donation for Seniors is $2.00;
$5.00 for under 60 and all other meals-to-go).

Wed. December 28 - Happy Birthday Guillermina Martinez

capri vegetables, wheat roll, fruit, milk

Wed. December 28 - Baked chicken & dumplings, fruit cup

o)

Caras0) Q\SA\GA\‘)Q

s : Church of Christ
304 N. Water
Primera Iglesia Bautista 387-3190
504 Santa Clara {
387-2035 First Baptist Church
11 E. Oak
The Church of the Good 387-2951
Shepherd Presbyterian
319 E. Mulberry St. John’s Episcopal Church
387-2616 404 E. Poplar
387-2955

Lighthouse Community Church

387-9100 201 N. Water
387-2466
St. Ann’s Catholic Church' ~~ Templo Jerusalem -
229 W. Plum Asamblea De Dios
387-2278 306 W. 4th St
387-5713

Jehovah’s Witness
310 St. Ann’s St Hope Lutheran Church

417 E. 2nd St.
387-5658/387-5518 387-5366

Brought to you by:
Kerbow Funeral Home
387-2266

1705 N. Crockett First United Methodist Church

SUTTON COUNTY

Help preserve quality healthcare
locally for generations to come through
Bequests, Donations, Memorials,

P.O. Box 18, Sonora, Texas 76950
All contributions are 100% deductible

L www.suttoncountyhealthfoundation.org

m

HEALTH FOUNDATION

Gifts of Life Insurance, Real Estate and Securities.
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The Elegant
Nature

Of Charity
| March 24

Of the greatest gifts we
can give ourselves nothing
costs less, but is worth more
than simple kindness. It is
a concept that defies any real
attempt at description. Kind-
ness can be the small act of
opening a door for someone,
or as large as forgiving a debt.

“It’s the many different facets

of kindness that give rise to
the only word I can find that
best defines it. Kindness is
elegant.

The First Baptist Church,
Minco, Oklahoma youth
group came to Sonora last

 week (Tuesday-Saturday)
to work on Rosie and Adam
Fay’s house. nFBC Minco
brought a total of 19 people
to work on the house and the
property

They painted the entire
house, cleaned up the yard,
replaced the old close line
with a brand new one, planted
bushes, plants, flowers, and a
tree around the property, as
well as replaced some old and
rotten wood on the house.

The leader of the FBC Min-
co youth group was Riley
Prather (Student Minister)

The whole thing was fi-
nanced by both FBC Minco
and an anonymous member of
FBC Sonora.

Various members of FBC
Sonora provided the evening
dinners and also provided sev-
eral places to stay each night

the boys and male leaders
all stayed at the FBC Sono-
ra’s parsonage, several other
girls stayed at Don and Anita
Spiller’s house, and the rest of
the girls stayed at Blayze and
Amy Sykes’ house.)

Rosie Fay was told by a
passer-by, “Your house looks
very pretty!” Rosie replied,
“No! It’s elegant!”

Celebration/Dance

Johnny Dickinson & Big Country
Reagan County Community Center

Special Seating, Heavy hors d’oeuvres
Dedrs open at 7:00 pm

General Admission; $15/Sing}
Doors open at 8:00 pt

Party favors for all - BYOB

Sponsored by Big Lake Chamber of Commerce
Call 325-884-2880 for advance tickets

New Year’s Eve

Advance Tickets: $50.00/Couple - Chance to win $300.00,

December 31st - 7:00 pm - I}OO"am_ e

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
201 NW WATER {32B13R7-2466
REV. LEGH LLoyD

Sundays
9:45am. Sunday School

" Holiday music fills
Bright lights twink
~ the season.

for the Oklahoma team (i.e.,

S

10:55am.  Worship.

: At AEP Texas, we never forget the value electricity
$25 per year in county ¢ $32 per year out of Sutton County £ o & ¢

$22 per year Senior Citizens (in and out of Sutton County)
Second class postage paid at Sonora, Texas
Attn. Postmaster: Send address change to the Devil’s River News,
228 East Main Street, Sonora, TX 76950 Tuesdavs
Any erroneous reflection upon the character, standing or reputation of any person, firm, or : - i
corporation which appears in the columns of this paper will be corrected upon due notice Noon Downtown Lions Club

given to the Editor of this publication. The views expressed in submitted articles are not
Wednesdays overload outlets. We're more than electricity. We're

necessarily the views of The Devil s River Newspaper.
- w 5:00 p.m. : Ch{fir Practice AEP Texas, connected to your life.
’ MEMBER 6:00 p.m. Community Bible Study ,
§ 6:00 pm. Ir. High Youth (Sr. John's Sunday Housej |
2011 || | 7.00pm. Sr. High Youth (St. John's Sunday iouse) E TEXAS®
Holiday Schedule A unit of American Electric Power
Christmas Cantats ~ Sunday, Dec. 18 @ 10:55am

: . brings to our lives. That's why we work each day to
{Nursery provided from 9:30 am. — 12:15 p.m.} deliver affordable, reliable electric service and help

< you stay safe while using it. AEP Texas reminds you
to use only safety~-approved holiday lights and ex-
tension cords, check light strings carefully and never

TEXAS PRESS ASSOCIATION Christmas Eve Service  Sat., Dec. 24 @ 6:00 pm S i
Christmas Worship  Sunday, Dec. 25 @ 10:00 am :
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Sutton County Commissioners Court Faces

Drought Decisions
June 30, 2011

Sutton County Commis-
sioners Court faced three
controversial issues in their
meeting of June 27th, all of
which are attributable to the
severe drought. Accord-
ingly, the sale and use of all
fireworks have been banned
by a Disaster Declaration.
This ban is in effect until
July 5th. Sale or use of fire-
works during this time will
be punishable by fine.

Superintendant of the Tex-
as A&M Experiment Station
Dr. Charles “Butch” Taylor
commented that, “the deci-
sion that the county com-
missioners made to ban fire-
works is a good idea. It is
a reasonable response to the
drought conditions that ex-
ist in Sutton County. Right
now it is so dry the prob-
ability of ignition is much
greater than normal. It’s
very understandable that
they are doing what they
can to reduce the chances
of a wildfire.” Dr. Taylor
(whose main research in-
terest is in the use of pre-
scribed fire) commented

that the current drought con-
ditions are reaching histori-
cal levels.

“The palmer drought in-
dex is just one method of
measuring drought condi-
tions. We’ve been keeping
records at the experiment
station for over 90 years and
in the course of that period
only twice (1953 and 2000)
has the Palmer index been
at negative four [extreme
drought conditions]. We
currently find ourselves get-
ting close to reaching that
level again in 2011. The La
Nina weather pattern which
has created this drought sit-
uation is breaking apart, but
unfortunately we are mov-
ing into the seasonally dry
part of our year. There is a
real possibility that we could
stay dry through July and
August. We might get a few
showers over the next few
months but at this point it’s
going to take a pretty major
precipitation event to get us
out of this drought.”

Additionally the commis-
sioners decided to close Al-

accessory 1o

“an elegant
‘evening gown
or a trendy
pair of jeans.

Necklace—3$130
Earrings—$165

*©CCEe

Classic

Gifts Galore and More

417 N. Hwy 277
325-387-2541

We offer a full service store providing
prescription medications, diabetic supplies,
home health equipment, and gifts galore!
With free delivery within the city limits of
Sonora and Eldorado, Everett’s is proud
to offer their new prescription savings club
on over 5,000 name brand and generic
medications. Let us fill your 30 day supply
starting at just $4.99 by calling 325-387-25410r &
come by 417 Hwy 277 North in Sonora. |

6 Bridal Selections A
o Treva Stringfield ~ Cody Brundige$,

Check out our Christmas Gift Baskets!

20% off
(excluding gift baskets)
December 16 -

325.653.0112

December 24

lison Park until further no-
tice. Due to the stagnancy
of the river, the bacteria
levels have risen to un-
acceptable levels. Judge
Carla Garner commented
that, “the levels of E. coli
bacteria have been low
up until a week ago. We
have been monitoring that
very closely (at least once
a month). The decision to
close the park was a deci-
sion based upon the safety
of the people that might
be using the park. We are
doing this out of an abun-
dance of caution”.

E. coli is a bacteria that
is commonly found in the
lower intestine of warm
blooded animals. There
are many different strains
of this bacteria (most of
which are harmless), and
can be found just about ev-
erywhere. There are strains
of the bacteria that are very
harmful and can cause se-
vere illness (certain strains
of E. coli can also be trans-
mitted from animal to hu-

Sonora

man). The fact that it exists
in the river at Allison Park
is not uncommon, but the
drought (and consequently
lower water levels) have re-
sulted in an increase in the
amount of bacteria found
in the water. When the wa-
ter levels decrease the flow
also decreases leaving a
perfect environment for the
bacteria to flourish. Once
the river rises the bacteria
levels drop, simply because
the water flow cleans the
river.

The third issue that arose
was excessive watering at
the Cemetery, particularly
on Sundays. Over watering
is causing water waste and
run off. The Cemetery wa-
ter system is based on well
water, which is running low.
Judge Garner added that,
“That well has failed us be-
fore in time of drought, and
we don’t want to have a sit-
uation where overuse could
result in it failing again. If
the well dries up, there will
be no water for anyone.”

Service

Directory

Christmas Hours: Mon-Sat 9-7
105 N 11th Street, Junction, TX
325-446-6762

Allison Judy Edwards
Well Service Licensed Massage Therapist
The Cutting Edge
325-446-2382 1001 St. Anns St.
All your pump 325-234-5554
and windmill needs.
Juntion Jewelry & Gifts
Large Selection of unique jewelry,
Faux Fur Throws, Pillows,
Caps & Scarves Or der Your
Neon Lights: Texas Flag, A&M, Horse, T-Shirts Today!
Shark, Billiards, Butterfly, and more Call Ben

@
325-387-2507

Big C
Automotive
501 S. Crockett

Sonora, Texas 76950
325-387-5167

Knox
Floor Covering
Carpet-Vinyl-Tile
392-2180
201 AveI Ozona, TX

e PAPALOTE WELL
Refrigeration
Lic. #TACLBO12114C SERVICE
Tce Machines
Sales-Service-Rentals CASEY'HTZGERALD
We sell & service 325-206-0230
Deer Coolers & Freezers
3258352141 CEDARBERRY BAKER
Mobile 450-2793 325.340-3042
Carl J. Cahill, Inc. Rafter W Feed
201 Cedar
OILFIELD 387-3042
CONTRACTOR Your local Acco, Purina
(325) 387-2524 and Sure Fed
Sonora, TX Feed Dealer
Charles Howard

Construction, Inc.

Oilfield Contractor
Asphalt & Concrete
Construction

email:chowardconst@sonoratx.net
phone: (325) 387-3093
fax: (325) 387-5543
mobile: (325) 206-0497

Tonya's
Domestic Services
Professional Cleaning

Residential - Commercial
Ranches - Deer Cabins

Tonya Bullard - Owner
Ozona, TX

(325%392—9032
(325)226-2376

Everett’s Pharmacy
Feature of the

Month

i

g

Wack Shack
Catering

325-226-4364

Custom Made BBQ Pits
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Sonora Elementary Receives
Distinguished Performance

Award for 2010-2011
may 5 2010

Sonora Elementary School has been recognized by the
Division of NCLB Program Coordination at the Texas
Education Agency for their outstanding academic perfor-
mance in 2010-2011.
The criteria for Distinguished Performance Schools in
Texas include: ;
« Title I, Part A campus in 2008-2009, 2009-2010 and
2010-2011;
¢ Maintained a campus residing population of 40% or
more low-income in 2010-2011;
* Met AYP in 2009 and 2010;
» Achieved a campus rating in Spring 2010 of Exem-
plary;
» Achieved a campus rating in Spring 2009 of either Ex-
emplary or Recognized; and
» Achieved a campus rating in Spring 2008 of either Ex-
emplary or Recognized.

Congratulations to the staff and students at Sonora El-
ementary for your accomplishments!!!

An optimist stays up until mid-
night to see the new year in. A
pessimist stays up to make sure
the old year leaves.”

Bill Vaughn

New Year’s Eve

Celebration/Dance

Johnny Dickinson & Big Country
Reagan County Community Center
7 : $50.00/Couple - Chance to win $300.00,
Seating, Heavy hors d'oeuvres
oors open at 7:00 pm
dmission: $15/Singles, $25/Couples
Doors open at 8:00 pm
. Party favors for all - BYOB
December 31st ~ 7:00 pm - 12:00 midnight
Sponsored by Big Lake Chamber of Commerce
Call 325-884-2980 for advance tickets

B

/ | Rosey Bud Florist
410 S. Crockett
325-387-5507

5
Q

Bridal Selections

Johnna Wade & Gary Gibson
Steven Frazier & Brea Hughes
Katie & Quincy Crain
Treva Stringfield & Cody Drundige
Cash Jennings & Catherine Warren

Bab
Zed & Ashley Snodgrass

E

A flower for everyday...

B 608

First National Bank of Sonora
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School Bond Election:
As May 14 Approaches

The Conversation Continues
May 5, 2011

*Editors Note* In order to
continue the discussion over
the upcoming May 14th bond
election; School Board of
Trustees member Dawn Cahill
submitted the following ar-
ticle. She examines a detailed
history of how the bond pro-
posal came to be, and includes
factual data to its future use.

I would like to thank Mr.
Blackbird for voicing his con-
cern and bringing an issue
that is much talked about into
a public forum in his letter to
the editor last week. Iam glad
to have the opportunity to ad-
dress the questions he and
others of the community have
raised and try to clarify this is-
sue.

Pursuing a new field house
was never an “either/ or” de-
cision over educational infra-
structure; rather it was an is-
sue of health and safety. The
field house was planned and
money for it was saved for
many years. During this plan-
ning and saving time frame,
Sonora’s economy was boom-
ing. For several years, we saw
an upturn. The school operat-
ed efficiently and effectively,
all the while adding money to
savings. Exactly two years ago
‘this month, the board voted on
beginning construction of the

Every Garden Has Its Season...

field house. Perhaps knowing
then what we all know now
about what happened not only
to Sonora’s economy but also
the nation’s, that vote might
have been different. But...
we didn’t know. Accordingly,
any concerns about the cost of
the field house needed to be
raised 2-3 years ago. While
on the other hand, the science
lab renovations were only
brought to the school board’s
attention after actual construc-
tion on the field house com-
menced. Once this matter was
brought to the board’s atten-
tion, the board pursued it (even
though over one million dol-
lars had just been spent for a
much needed heating/air con-
ditioning update in the middle
and high schools). The board
moved forward with the sci-
ence lab project until our stu-
dent population and property
values declined so sharply, it
became apparent the science
labs would need to wait.

It has been said that ath-
letics holds priority over
academics,but please consider
the following facts: last year
when cuts were being made,
the board specifically request-
ed keeping 2 retired teachers
as part time tutors because the
administrators felt these teach-
ers had a direct impact on the
education of our students. As
requested by administrators,
the board added an English
Language Arts teacher at the
Middle School to better serve
our children, as those classes
were becoming too large. An
additional math teacher was
hired last year so students
would not have to change
teachers in the middle of the
year, as a teacher would be re-
tiring in December. We have
a large number of aides who

help in the classroom. We
strive to keep a low student
to teacher ratio. It is hard to
believe people say athletics is
our priority when our EXEM-
PLARY Elementary School
has the highest accountabil-
ity rating given and was re-
cently honored as a Title One
Distinguished School. = The
district as a whole has the
second highest rating and is
recognized. These things do
not happen by accident.

In Sonora, we are fortunate
to excel at academics and
extra-curricular activities. As
a board member, my goal is
excellence in ALL areas.

A quality school should pro-
vide students with a balance
of quality academic programs
and successful extracurricu-
lar opportunities. There is
no doubt a direct correlation
between them. Just as low
academic standards are det-
rimental to the education of
our children, so would be the
lack of extracurricular op-
tions. Students participating
in extracurricular activities
show higher performance in
the classroom. They are typi-
cally more responsible, dis-
ciplined, goal oriented, well
rounded, psychologically and
socially adjusted children.
These experiences arm our
children with the skills re-
quired for success after grad-
uation; skills that cannot be
learned in the classroom. The
mission of Sonora Indepen-
dent School District is to pro-
vide an education which best
meets the needs of each indi-
vidual student, assuring each
the opportunity to be a re-
sponsible and productive citi-
zen in the 21st century. Both
extracurricular and academic
experiences are necessary for

us to achieve this goal.

The priority should not be
framed in terms of “athlet-
ics or academics”; rather, the
priority should be our chil-
dren.

I understand that without
looking at the picture as a
whole, there may be some
misconceptions. I would ask
that before you jump to con-
clusions or make assump-
tions, you take a moment to
visit with our Superintendent
Don Gibson, or speak to a
board member. We are hap-
py to meet with you and an-
swer any questions. Sonora
has a wonderful school--one
that we should be proud of,
one that we should build up,
and one that we should pro-
mote.

Last fall the school board
developed a committee con-
sisting of 22 community
members to evaluate the dis-
trict’s financial situation and
to consider the merits of a
possible bond issue. They
met numerous times with
Mr. Gibson and financial
representatives of the school.
The committee spent hours
of volunteer time touring
school facilities and discuss-
ing future needs necessary to
maintain and enhance the ed-

ucational experience for our,

students. They were charged
with determining and priori-
tizing the districts needs and
to ascertain whether or not
a bond issue would be a vi-
able option to maximize the
district’s funding. The com-
mittee consisted of members
with a wide range of views
and opinions; however, al-
most all of the members con-
cluded and secommended to
the board to pursue a bond
election, especially consid-

ering and understanding the
concepts of recapture and what
it means to be a Chapter 41
school district. For example,
our current recapture rate is
36%. (In recent years it has
been as high as 48%.) This
means that for every tax dollar
collected, 36 cents of it goes
to the State of Texas leaving
our district 64 cents. Bond is-
sue funds are not subject to re-
capture and, therefore, would
result in the district retaining
more local tax dollars. Addi-
tionally and, more importantly,
our existing tax rates (1.04
M&O and .08 1&S) would re-
main the same, even if proper-
ty values declined to the $500
million level from the $1.1 bil-
lion level where we stand to-
day. Of note, a comparison of
tax rates shows Sonora’s cur-
rent rate to be lower than 70%
of the schools in our region.
The committee evaluated our
financial situation as well as
the multi-billion dollar bud-
get shortfall facing the state of
Texas and determined a bond
issue to be in the best interest of
our students and the taxpayers.
It would be the most efficient
means to maximize funding
necessary to properly educate
our children. The board and I
commended the committee for
their diligent work and sincere
efforts and we accepted their
recommendation to pursue the
bond election.

During the April 11th regu-
lar school board meeting, the
board appointed a Bond Over-
sight Committee to ensure
money is spent only on the
items presented as part of the
bond, should it be successful.
Subject to their acceptance,
the committee will consist of
Rex Ann Friess, Diane Jacoby,
Brady Johnson, Gary Leonard,

| e
Mercantile Garden

QOur Season Has Changed!

We invite you to our 50% off Sale!

December 28-January 4 all items 50% off
Items located upstairs 75% off

232 E. Main
325-387-9000

Gloria Lopez Bob Malone,
and Shelly Shannon.

The school board is not ask-
ing for a bond election be-
cause we built a field house.
All schools across the state
are facing financial crisis.
Our student population has
decreased, while at the same
time our tax values have
fallen. This unfortunate sce-
nario results in a significant
decrease to the tax dollars we
are entitled to keep and an in-
crease to tax dollars we are re-
quired to pay back to the state.
In addition, it appears the
funding we typically receive
from the state will be reduced
in the coming year as well.

While we made signifi-
cant cuts before adopting our
budget last year, without cut-
ting teaching positions, it is
difficult to make much of an
impact. Last year, we all but
eliminated technology and
transportation from the bud-
get along with a 10% cut in
all budgets across the board.
Our  maintenance/operating
expenses stay relatively the
same, whether we have 1000
students or 900. We are still
making cuts, trying to ab-
sorb as many positions as we
can without affecting educa-
tion while at the same time
maintaining highly qualified
(certified to teach the subject
taught) teachers in all areas.
Without the bond, we will be
forced to continue with a bare
minimum (if any) budget for
transportation and technolo-
gy, and our student to teacher.
ratio will have to substantially
increase. A vote in favor of the
bond is one way to help main-
tain the standard our children
deserve. A vote in favor of the
bond will be keeping our chil-
dren the priority.
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Pat Campbell:

Firefighter of the Year

A Visit WIth A Congressman

By Ben D. Taylor

Congressman Fransisco “Qui- job growth. That’s not even
0” Canseco came to Sonora considering the interference
recently and took the time to it causes with our health care
visit with his constituents about providers. We also took action
the state of affairs in Washing- against the massive over regu-
ton D.C. Canseco is a first time lating Dodd-Frank Bill. It is

with a mother and a father.
That’s where it starts. We
have schools here in Texas
that are constrained not just
from federal government.
We have a Texas education

make sure our borders are
secure, in order to defend us
against enemies both foreign
and domestic. Make sure
there is free flow of com-

e merce between states. To
e congressman having won his 2,300 pages of regulations and agency that is extremely cen- make sure there is a fair pay-
s. seat over Ciro Rodriguez. red tape that holds back busi- tralized, and it needs to be re- ing field in our economy, and
1S In conversation with him, Can- nesses.” formed. Therearehuge bur- that the engine of the econo-
1 seco was quick to point out He also provided a three point dens of the government code my (which is the private sec-
© that everything he has been plan that he feels will get that tells the school district tor) stays healthy strong, and
& involved with has all been re- America back on its feet. “We what they can and cannot do. 5 imbued with a lot of free
W lated to the creation of new could get our economy rolling You can’t educate kids in San  trade agreements with every
% jobs. “It’s important to note again if we do 3 things right Antonio the same way you country in the world so that
:: that government does not cre- now. 1) repeal the health care do in Sonora. It begins in the our products can compete on
2 ate Jobs, it is the private sector law and substitute it with com- home. We have a lot wrong 3 world market. Our count :
i,: that creates jobs. The govern- mon sense stuff, 2)cut 4 trillion in our education system. We can get back to work agaz PrOteCtln. ; Texas
M ment is only there to make sure dollars out of current spend have a lot of conflicting ideas only if we get our spending Families
d there is a fair playing field. In ing (real dollars), and 3)com- and rules. I do not believe ypder control, and that the | * g
the last 3 years there has been pletely get rid of Dodd Frank. that the federal government federal government gets its v Compentancy
i- a massive number of rules and It would release capital, create has any role in the education pasty hands out of our econo-
big regulations that interfere with jobs, by cutting 4 trillion re- of Texas Children. my and get regulations out of L~ :
t- our ability to create jobs. Ev- ducing regulations (represent Canseco’s view of what our the way of business.” V Hard Worklng

18 ery bill that we pass is designed excess spending we have spent government should be centers

i to release the grip the govern- over the past 4 years). Over on only a few points. “The
“(; , ment has on businesses.” one million jobs would be cre- federal government should e 0 V] Impartial
lj_ He specifically discussed ated in the petroleum industry Sonora, TX 76950
= three actions that he felt were alone, and the positive conse- (325)206-3003 :
" paramount in job creation. quences of this iwould:infect[Jf o' N NSRS T._ " " - - : .~ Can Stand in the
g “First we repealed the health- the rest of the world”. Mlttel DO Zlng Vote Earlie v Rlng of Fire
e care law. That new law was He then went on to discuss l Vote Often
)0 : a job killer as well as being a his thoughts on education, and Owned and Operated by = : AT
i financial ‘bufden ‘on business. Commented that the real edu-l Robert Mittel i Pogg;f;;(;rﬁ’?feg‘s’flg JEez:rllliefng:lms
o- es. It is just not conducive to cation of our children begins i o
e , ; at home. “Education belongsl Foreman - Todd Emery 325-277-0979 I =T e =
a- \ : Brush Work - Fire Guard: e s LK
e MATHEWS PROCESSING & f = avn O B
¢ WORLD CLASS TAXIDERMY, LLC ARGEER, Workng for Hiidhers
(S: W/ l 16 years experience l FARMER’S DAUGHTER
)e : Justin Mathews e LANDSCAPE
v (325) 277-5018 por
x | Email: jusmathews@yahoo.com » GENERAL STORE
er. Physical Address Mailing Address !
ly 206 N. US Hwy 277 P.O. Box 272 .
1€ Sonora, TX 76950 Sonora, TX 76950 % 5433 BEN Fmam—zi.is;js?m ANGELO TX
s JUsST OFF LOOP 306 HEADED EAST
:12 R o VRIRRIOE i o ot MONDAY—FRIDAY SAM TO BPM
: -4 SATURDAY SAM TO 3PM
- q Glyn Hutto leestock
2] All Classes of Sheep & Goats : - JAN BARBOGLIO ~ VIETRI
= Bought - Sold “A Tradition of Excellence”
! *5 Miles West of Eldorado on CR 412* Acquititipns of Reyaltids
Certified Scales : Residential s Roya,,,-eﬁ’
: (325) 853-2717 or (325) 277-8622 Palnting & Decorating Leases & Production
| " ' TS Repair & Remodeling

Doing Business in

ANDERSON Sutton County Since 1980.

EMNERGY
CORPORATION

Oil & Gas Producer

S B ek SR
| “The Gas =SoE

Daniel ~ 325- 234-8776 « Wayne ~ 325-234-5173
@ Enhancement
Company”

1-877-892-0123

| l)nm'ef Cyotml.l g’f 2{

augpne CO(U?IJ

Corporate:
(800) 805-9178
Sonora Office:
(325) 387-2585

PRODUCTION CHEMICALS

Sutton County, Texas
MISSION

To provide unparalleled technical expertise and superior local ser-
vice to our customers, through cost-effective applications of cus-
tomized specialty chemicals.

y  Areyou ready for West

J/ Central's 3G Plus data

Y rollout? With data
speeds up to twenty

Right Wireless

Tired of paying forty to fifty bucks every month for
your “no contract” cellular plan?

NetJet High-Speed Wireless Internet reaches way

Ri R t ¢ times faster, your emai, At Right Wireless, we know times are tough,and we out into the country. How far out? Well, you'll find us
g Repor 4 web surfing, Facebook, believe in family...your family...and, we want to save in areas that no other service provider covers. And,
November 11, 2011 YouTube videos, and app you lots of money with our brand new Family Rate Plan we have an incredibly low starting price of only

downloads will be coming
at you at blazing new speeds!

$19.95 per month. That's only about 67¢ per day, so
shouldn’t you make NetJet your Internet provider?
Well, heck yeah!

NETIET»-

HIGH-SPEED WIRELESS INTERNET

starting at s1 9 9 5 per month
|

* Free Installation ¢ 10 Free Email Accounts
* Free Local 24/7 Tech Support

* Free Virus & Spam Filtering

* Free Parental Controls

with unlimited rates as low as fifteen dollars per month!

That small rate means big savings on up to five phones
for your family. You can get unlimited long distance,
unlimited texting, unlimited picture mail, plus unlimited
web, Facebook, and much more! You can also get a new
phone for as low as $10 with a trade-in at over thirty
Right Wireless locations all over West Central Texas.

School has started, so start saving your family money
today with our exciting new Family Plan with unlimited
rates as low as fifteen dollars a month!

All Newr @ @
l'-'a.rrul

If you already have a 3G Plus
Sutton

9450’ Highmount E&P Tx Wilson Duke -173- #20X Ringo
Drilling I Lp #21 1/4/11 18 4665° O/G Ver Od

" fast, West Central Wireless 3G Plus
rate plan! If you need a 3G Plus capable smartphone, stop
by any of our locations throughout West Central Texas'and
pick out a cool, new phone from our large selection of
Samsung and BlackBerry™ smartphones.

Crockett
New 9000’ Approach Operating Baker -A- #117 Nabors Drill-
ing #709 1/28/11 O/G Ver Od
New 9000’ Approach Operating University 42-13 #15 Ringo
Drilling I Lp #17 1/19/11 3 2150’ O/G Ver Od
9600’ Burk Royalty Company Harris #1 Ringo Drilling I Lp
#19 1/15/11 7 2510’ O/G Dir Od
6500’ Eog Resources University 40-14 #4 H Cactus Drilling
#102 1/13/11 9 O/G Hor Od
9000’ Approach Operating West #2315 Nabors Drilling #709
1/10/11 12 O/G Ver Od
i 9000’ Approach Operating Cinco Terry -M- #901 H Nabors
Drilling #714 1/3/11 19 O/G Hor Od
9000’ Walter O & G Corp M Smith -15- #1 H Patterson Uti

#471 12/5/10 48 10585’ O/G Hor Od

J Sponsored By:

Your new 3G Plus rate plan includes 4 gigabytes of data.
That's twice the monthly home data of most national
carriers. Plus, you get unlimited voice minutes in the
home area and all at a price up to 25 percent less than the
big guys. ;

*Certain restrictions apply,
see store fbr Betails®

Stop by or call
Lisa Seaton
325 387-3031

*Certain restrictions apply, see
store br’ etails’

No Credit Checks ;
Unlimited Minutes
No Contracts * No Deposit

*Certain restrictions apply, see store br” etails’

BlackBerry®, RIM®, Research In Motion®, SureType®, SurePress™ and related trademarks,
names and logos are the property of Research In Motion Limited and are registered and/or
used in the US. and countries around the world.

102 E. Chestnut * Mon., - Thurs.- Noon - 5:30 p.m.and Fri.- 9:00 a.m.- 1:30 p.m.

In Sonora: West Central Wireless
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Clayton Parks throws it deep.

Photo and story by Ray Glasscock

Again last week, the Broncos
dominated a weaker opponent
with class as they defeated
Harper by a score of 49 to
14. It is hard (possibly impos-
sible) to find a weakness in
this year’s Broncos. Except
for a rare turnover, the Bron-
cos’ starters scored on every
opportunity with six Broncos
scoring points. The average
length of the scoring drives
was two minutes and three
seconds. The average scor-
ing drive lasted four plays, the
longest drive was nine plays,
and two drives were of the one
play variety.

The Bronco defense was just
as impressive as the offense.
Harper managed two first
downs in the first half with
one rushing yard and 32 yards
of passing! In the first half,
Reagan Randle, Harper’s fine
quarterback, was held to one
yard rushing on nine carries.
Harper’s leading rusher for the
game managed 22 yards on six
carries.

On the third play of the
game, Clayton Parks com-
pleted a 65 yard pass to Word
Hudson who was forced out of
bounds at the Longhorn seven
yard line. Zach Badeaux start-
ed in motion from his flanker
position, took the handoff
from Parks, and ran to his
left. Edward Garza took out
the defensive back allowing
Badeaux to score. Kade Wim-

kicked

berley
the PAT and the Broncos led 7
to 0 with 10:33 left in the first

quarter.

As usual, the Bronco de-
fense, led by Kyle Patlan, Da-
mon Evans, and Sam Powers
forced a three and out. .Jmeni
Cross fielded the punt and
started up the left sideline. He
was stripped of the ball, but
it bounced right to Jorge Vil-
lanueva who continued the re-
turn to the Longhorn 17 yard
line. Dallas Payne accepted
the handoff from Parks run-
ning to his right. When he was
hemmed in, he cut back to his
left and scored. The kick just
barely missed to the right, and
the score was 13 to 0 with 8:31
left in quarter one.

The Longhorns managed
one first down on a completed
pass. The drive ended when
Davis Jimenez intercepted at
midfield. Cross caught a 12
yard pass on fourth down to
keep the drive alive. Cades-
man Pope caught a short pass
and turned it into a 33 gain to
Harper’s four yard line. After
three plays, the Broncos had
been backed up to 12 yard line.
Parks lofted a pass to Hudson
who made his patented, leap-
ing catch for the touchdown.
Parks then rolled to his right
and threw to Hudson for the
two point PAT. With 3:08 left
in the first quarter, the Broncos
led 21 to 0.

Harper’s next drive lasted

four plays and ended when
Powers recovered a fumble at
Harper’s 39 yard line. Garza
scored on the first play on a
run through the Harper de-
fenders. Harper managed to
block the PAT, and the score-
board read Harper 0 — Visitor
27 with 1:56 on the score-
board clock.

After another three and out,
Cross fielded the punt at the
50 yard line and raced for an
apparent touchdown. How-

|ever, it was called back for a
L |block in the back. This drive

ended when Randle intercept-

it 30 yards to the Bronco 40
yard line. Four plays later,
Payne intercepted Randle.
Hudson hauled in a 35 yard
pass to the Longhorn 29 yard
line. Pope’s catch and run
set up a first and goal. Parks
hit Badeaux over the middle
for a nine yard touchdown.
Wimberley boomed the PAT
through the uprights for the
34th point with 8:54 left in
the second quarter.

The last Bronco scoring
drive of the first half last-
ed eight plays, covered 59
yards and ended with another
touchdown pass ‘from Parks
to Badeaux. The PAT snap
was high and Payne leaped
to catch it. The ball bounced
off his hands, and Wimberley
caught it. He threw a pass
that was tipped by Nathan
Villa and finally caught by
Jesse Vaquera. At first, the
officials threw a flag. After
they talked about it, the play
was allowed to stand as Villa
must have been an eligible re-
ceiver. The score at the half
was 42 to 0.

Harper received the opening
kickoff. Will Dutton hustled
down the field and tackled
the returner at Harper’s eight
yard line. Four plays later,
Harper was punting from
their own end zone. Erik
Santana carried three times
on the Broncos’ last scoring
drive, making the last Bronco
touchdown on a 31 yard run.
Mr. W ended the scoring with
his kick. With the score at 49
to 0, the majority of the start-
ers retired to the sideline.

PRONCO BASEBALL
BI-DISTRICT CHAMPS

ed a Parks’ pass and returned  Photo By Ray and Nancy Glasscock

Sonora

- Represented

Well at State
UIL Meet

First National Bank of

~ Since 1200

sSonora

Walsh Welding, Inc.
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Sponsorships are
available, please contact
the Devil’s River News at
325-387-2507

SAN ANGELO BANKING CENTER

102 N. Main » Sonora, Texas 76950
325-387-3861 - www.fnbsonora.com

T rust!
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http://www.fnbsonora.com

All real estate advertising in
this newspaper is subject to
the Fair Housing Act which
makes it illegal to adver-
tise “any preference, limita-
tion or discrimination based
on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status or.
national origin, or an_inten-
tion, to make any such pref-
erence, limitation or discrim-
ination.” Familial status
includes children under the
age of 18 living with parents
or legal custodians, pregnant
women and people securing
custody of children under

. This newspaper will not
knowingly accept any adver-
tising fogr real estate which is
in violation of the law. Our
readers are hereby informed
that all dwellings advertised
in this newspaper are avail-
able on an equal opportunity
basis. To complain of dis-
crimination call HUD toll-
free 1-800-669-9777. The
toll-free telephone number

Jor ‘the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

EVERYDAY PRICE
GUARANTEE

in Entertainment

BLOCKBUSTER MOVIE PAS!

INCLUDED WHEN YOU SIGK UP FOR DISH NETWORK
» Strocee: thessacds of mavies b yous TV or PO
« Lnskcrosend movins, TV shows avd gacees by ot
* Urkevited vesicie wchurges

£ e S0 Auseer Honds Y3 Ose I 9 1 U, S0

‘ FREE PREMIUM MOVIE CHANNELS

Partner's Inc d:-,
325-315-8649 NETWOR Ko

AUTHOMZED REVAILER

By
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Now Hiring: Warehouse worker
needed, full-time, apply at Rafter
W Feed.

Sonora Air Cooled Engines is
taking applications for a certified|
2 & 4 cycle mechanic. Apply in|
person at 115 N Concho Ave.

Sonora ISD is accepting appli-
cations for the position of Middle
School Special Education Aide.

Applicants must have a Highl
School diploma or GED and|

must hold a valid Educational| =

Aide’s certification through the
State Board of Educators Certi-
fication. Applications will be ac-

cepted until the position is filled
and may be obtained by contact-
ing the Superintendent’s Office
at 807 S. Concho or by down-
loading an application at www.
sonoraisd.net. EOE

e

Commercial Property
For Rent: Former site of OI
Sonora Trading, next door to
Sonic. FMI contact Tom Clifton
at 972-415-8502

Employment

Start the New Year
With a New Job at

Sonora has Team
Member Openings
Come Work a
Flexible Schedule
To fit your lifestyle
Background Checks &
Drug Screens Administered
Apply online
www.richesondq.com

Help Wanted: Full time and
part time. Apply at Mr. D’s, 216
Hwy. 277 N. from 10:00 a.m. to
5:00 p.m. Mon. thru Fri.

Help Wanted:  Dependable
full time person needed in the
Sonora Area. Will Train. Must
be 18 years of age, have a cur-
rent Texas driver's license and a
clean driving record. FMI call
325-387-3154 or come by 311
W. College St. for an application.

Happy New Years
From The Staft at
The Devil’s River

News!!

Now Accepting Applications for
Breakfast Cook

Scott

Real Estate

Jacoby

P.O. Box 295

Sonora, TX 76950

Immediate Position Available:
I-10 Exxon is looking for candi-
dates to join our winning team.
The following position is avail-
able: Sales Associates, FT. We
offer a great benefits package
including paid vacation, 401K,
and health insurance. Starting
pay is $8.00 per hour. Apply at
I-10 Exxon, 1009 N. Water St.,
Sonora, TX. A drug-free work
place. EOE

¥ MOTIVATED SELLER &

30 acres—great location 6 miles from Sonora,
remodeled 3/3 house w/CH&A, attached carport,
sprinkler system, well, outbuildings, fences, views,
abundant wildlife, pictures on website
*Reduced*
$262,000
R.D. Kothmann Real Estate

E—I www.kothmannrealestate.com 325-446-3013 |-E1_

mail: bo

Caruthers Realty
“The Best of the Best”
~SOLD~

600 + Acres, Large Live Oak, Heavy Mesquite, Seller To Pay Water Well
Allowance, Abundant Deer and Turkey, Hwy frontage, some minerals, 14 miles
E of Sonora, $1395/Acre

~Commercial Property~
Large Price Reduction
277 and W. 2nd St.
Great location & Fenced yard
Bob Caruthers - Broker
325-226-3003 Anytime

noratx.net

www.scottjacobyrealestate.com

325-226-2768
sjacoby@dishmail.net

. A+ BBB Rating
In Business Since 1990

PATTERSON PROPERTIES
3017 Kuicherbocker Rik

San Aagels, Texas ThiH
3259449550 DFFICE.

Frene Casillas, REALTOR®
Sonara, Texas TE950
(125) 226-4475

irenvichpatiersan.com

STINGS:

| orive - 4 BRABA
S, - 30" 120° bt

1411 Es $0°5120° bt

12 Orlent - UNDER CONTRACTS
214 Bawyer Br, UNDER CONTRALTY

3w A%. s0LDY

Spacious 3 BR/2 BA, comer
fenced lot, 2 car carport,
back porch/patio, fireplace,
new roof, Gireal starter
home at a great price.

Call for a showing today!!

Ii‘ekasv Department of Transpartation

MNow hiring at Sonora Maintenance Office
708 N. US 277

' JR 016870 - Maintenance Section Assistant il
| Salary: $$2970.91 - $4604.83

- Closing date: 12/22/11 at 5:00 p.m.

- Graduation from high school!/GED plus 6 years

| axperiance in roadway maintenance/construction.

| JR 018871 —~ General Transportation Tech il
Salary: $2094.33 - $3246.25
Closing date: 12/22M11 at §:00 p.m.
| One year experence in heavy equipment operation,
| transportalicnrelated or roadway maintenance,

| Applicants must submit a paper application found on our

| web site or at any TxDOT cffice or apply using the online
| system:  hllpSxdolgoyicareers  For  additional
| information or to request an accommaodation in order to
| apply for the above job, please contact Human
| Resources at 4502 Knickerbocker Rd. San Angelo TX
| 76804 or call 325/944-1501.

An Equal Employmeant Opportunity / Affirmative
Action Employer

INVESTOR APPEAL!!

Sonora/Sutton County, Texas

1940 Acres - North Bledsoe - Hunting Cabin, Scenic
Canyons, W.T. Deer & Aoudad! Low Price!

1808 Acres - South Bledsoe - Rolling Live Oaks,
Good Hunting, Paved Frontage! Low Price!

2500 Acres - South Steen - Beautiful Live Oaks,
Some New Fencing, Excellent Deer & Turkey, Lots
of Paved Frontage! Much Lower Priced!

LEE, LEE & PUCKITT ASSOC., INC.
www.lIptexasranchland.com
(325)655-6989 or (325)656-1225

Anita Hudson, Broker ~ Stacy Turney, Broker
Sam David Hernandez ~ Realtor
Will M. Black ~ Realtor

ain
trect@e

REALTY s

215 E. Main * Sonora, TX 76950
325-387-6115
www.SonoraTexasRealEstate.com

Residential Properties

Sonora
104 & 106 Central $54,000
817 E 2nd St. $82,000
302 Water Ave $85,000
308 W Ist St. $92,500
304 E Plum St. $93,000
702 E Poplar St. $98,000
306 Brookside St. $140,000
213 Hudspeth St. $159,900 Contract Pending
111 Sonora Dr. $165,000
105 Sawyer Ct. $182,500
118 Deerwood Dr. $190,000
907 E. 2nd St. $335,000
Eldorado
308 E. Murchison, Eldorado $125,000
; Ozona
616 Ave I, Ozona $125,000
1105 Ave. C, Ozona $192,500 Contract Pending
Vacant Lots
504 E. Plum St. $10,000
Commercial Properties
606 Crockett Ave. - Vacant Gas Station $64,500
103 W. 4th St., Iraan, TX - 5 Lots w/metal bldg. $185,000
847 Meridian Drive - Large Office Bldg. $260,000
208 Hwy 277 S. - Commercial/Income Producing $285,000
5 Acres Hwy 163 Ozona, TX $125,000
Acreage
20 acres - Sutton County Estates Lot 5 - Hwy 864 $40,000
30 acres - Sutton Co, Estates $45,000
63.353 acres - Exotic Ranch - Crockett Co. $449,000
95 acres - Texas West Ranch - Crockett Co. $94,525
122.416 acres - Sutton County Estates - Hwy - 864 $244.832
100.546 acres - Sutton County - Hwy 864 $201,092
100 acres - Crockett County $95,000
50 acres w/3BR/2BA Home - NW Kimble Co. $165,000 Contract Pending
158.66 acres - NW Kimble Co. $269,722
640 acres - NE Sutton County $736,000
675.714 acres - Crockett Co. $912,209

960.77 acres - Sutton Co. - Bond Rd.
1456.252 acres - Sutton County - SCR 110
Approx. 3300 acres - Val Verde County

$990,000 Price Reduced
$1,419,845 New Listing
$2,475,000 New Listing



http://www.richesondq.com
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Are Kindness, Honor, and Respect

Endangered Species?

By Ben D. Taylor An Editorial

sense of wonder in me about
the wider world. As a young
adult my wonder increased
as the development of the in-
ternet showed me that world.
Computer screens became the
window to the soul of human-
ity, for both the beautiful and

the grotesque, and all of us  We began interacting with
started to become tuned in to each other on a level never
a worldwide community. At seen before in the history of
first we were simply observers, humanity. Our world became
but it wasn’t long before email smaller as the days of hand-
made us direct participants in written letters were replaced
this new world. by instant typeset messages.
True sentiment was replaced
by immediate contact, and
we blazed forward with text
- messaging.

Gone are the days of party
lines, and even the use of hu-
man voice to pass messages.
Text messages allow all of
| us the ability of communica-
tion without the hassle of true
connection. It is here that
each of us started to become
detached from kindness, be-
cause real kindness cannot
be read. It must be heard and
felt. The inflections of love,
sorrow, and regret are only
truly passed on with the sub-
. tle tones of the human voice.
How many text conversa-
. tions have each of us been a
¢ party of where things were
| taken in the wrong context?
' In those situations the best
~ you can hope for is hurt feel-
ings, and the worst is a mis-
understanding of intent. This
kind of communication set us
all free. We are now free to

Over the course of my life-
time I have seen our world
shrink. It has not decreased
in size, but in distance. As
a child raised in a world
without cell phones, in-
ternet, or email, I had a
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| kindness used to require from
- all of us. How much easier
is it to text or email someone
. unkind words or bad news,
than to do it in person?

The next step we made

| tell people things without the

into this new world gave us
constant contact with each
other. Before social interac-
tion websites like Facebook
and Myspace, we only visited
this world but now these web-
sites allow each of us to build
a home in this new frontier.
We decorate our houses with
pictures and videos. We tend
our garden of friends by post-
ing messages of what we are
doing and how we feel. We
have created digital cities of
homes, businesses, and art.
These cities have hundreds of
millions of occupants, but no
neighbors. Unlike the neigh-
borhoods of brick and wood,
our digital homes are free to
do whatever we want without
the accountability of honor.
We can say hateful things
without ever having to look
our neighbors in the eye.
Everything with creation
happens in sequence. Over
the first seven days in which
God created our existence,
He started with light, then the
heavens and the earth, and
finally life. The thing about
creation is that every time you
make something, you cre-
ate its opposite. God created
light, but its absence became
known as darkness. When
He made the heavens the ab-
sence of heaven became Hell,
and with His creation of life
came death. The new world
we have created is no differ-
ent. We created the internet,
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and gave up true interaction.
With our insatiable hunger
for instant communication we
created email and text mes-
saging, and we sold kindness
to pay for it. We took owner-
ship of this creation and built
our homes of unaccountabil-
ity on the ruins of honor.

I am not separated from this
creation. As a child I looked
with wonder through this
digital window of humanity’s
making and boldly stepped
through the threshold. Nor
am [ claiming that email, text
messaging, and facebook are
evil as I use all of them. Just
as the human beings that cre-
ated them, they can at times
be both kind and cruel. It’s
how we choose to interact in
this world that defines its pur-
pose.

This world we created is still
young, and as with the young
it can say hateful things out of
ignorance. I suppose my cur-
rent conflict comes with the
fact that while I grew up with
this young world; I am no lon-
ger a child. This new world is
still a child, and each of us that
live in it must learn to respect
each other. I fear though that
while our world has become
smaller the people in it have
become smaller as a conse-
quence. Please remember to
respect kindness and honor
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