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Judge Steve Smith invited the public to a special retirement celebration honoring Sheriff Joe Fincher Tuesday, December 27, 2016, at the Sutton County courthouse.
Fincher served in law enforcement for more than five decades. He is known and appreciated for his devotion to helping people as well as upholding the law in

Sutton County and Sonora.

KIMBERLEY MEYER | THE DEVIL'S RIVER NEWS

Fincher Hands off Duties after 51-years in Law Enforcement

There is something to be said
about those who serve in law
enforcement. But, to wear the
badge for more than fifty years -
that is extraordinary.

That is how some describe
Joe Fincher. He is, after all, the
man who has maintained law
and order in Sonora and Sutton
County for the past four decades.
He is the Sheriff.

"Joe is alawman," Judge
Steve Smith said. "He is not a pol-
itician and that makes holding
the position of Sheriff difficult."

That all changed this past
Sunday, December 31, 2016, when
Fincher turned over his badge
to a new Sheriff, Oscar Chavez.
Chavez himself is a seasoned

officer of the law and served as
deputy under Fincher for the
past 23 years.

Now, Fincher can focus on
anew lifestyle. Retirement. He
traded his uniform for civilian
clothes and his marked SUV for
an R.V. Camper.

A few days before leaving
office, his family, friends and
fans all gathered together for a
fitting retirement ceremony at
the Sutton County courthouse,
to honor him for his years of
service.

It all began in February 1965
when Fincher joined the Odessa
Police Department working
patrol and later as a detective.

He doesn’t recall the reason

why he chose law enforcement.
Perhaps it was the subtle influ-
ence of his uncle who held a spe-
cial commission from the Texas
Rangers. Fincher admired him
simply because he helped people.

That desire to help others is
exactly what has kept him loyal
to his profession for so many
years.

“Once you start in law
enforcement and you see how
you can help people - that’s what
keeps you going,” Fincher said.
“Everyone has problems of some
kind. But, when they run afoul of
the law or have been injured or
wronged and you can help them -
well, that’s what keeps me going.
Maybe I can help them recover

what was taken or prevent some-
thing from being taken or get a
thug or crook off of the street. I
think that is the best way to help
people.”

Following the lead of a fellow
officer, Fincher moved to Sonora
during the 1970’s where he
helped establish the city’s police
department.

That may even be where his
love for Bronco football began as
well.

The first home game of the
season Fincher worked traffic in
front of the stadium. He hasn’t
missed many games since.

His wife, Karen, is a loyal
Broncos fan as well. She has

SEE FINCHER ON PAGE 8

SCHD Board of Directors and Edwards Agree to Separation and Settlement

The Sutton County Hospital
District has agreed to pay Dr.
Mark Edwards and Dr. Kristy
Edwards a combined lump sum
of $500,000 under the terms of a
settlement agreement obtained
by the Devil’s River News.

As part of the agreement, Dis-

trict Board of Directors and the
Edwards issued a press release
upon signing the settlement on
December 22, 2016.

The news release was also
provided to the DRN.

The settlement was reached
as a result of a mediation in Dal-
las, on Thursday, December 15,
with mediator Cecilia Morgan
according to the release.

“The terms of the agreement
were approved by the SCHD
Board of Directors the following
day, Friday, December 16, 2016,
and have since been memorial-
ized into a formal, written sepa-
ration agreement that has been
executed by both the District and
the Drs. Edwards,” according to
the news release.

Board President Sharon
Holman, Board Vice President
Edward Earwood, and District
Chief Executive Officer John
Graves attended as representa-
tives of the Sutton County Hospi-
tal District.

Under the terms of the
settlement agreement all issues
regarding the district and Drs.
Edwards have been resolved
and it cannot be disputed in the
future.

A closed sign and public notice are displayed in the front windows of the Sonora Medical Center Rural Health Clinic
B Monday, January 1, 2017. The Drs. Mark and Kristy Edwards are no longer employed by the Sutton County Hospital
District as part of a separation and settlement agreement between the SCHD Board of Directors and the Edwards. Both
doctors resigned from their employment positions and are no longer seeing patients in the clinic as of December 31, 2016.
DANNY MEYER | THE DEVIL'S RIVER NEWS

As part of the settlement the
District will pay Mark Edwards
$45,408.35 for regular employee
compensation through December
31, 2016 in addition to a lump sum
of $250,000 on or after January 1,
2017 but not later than January
6, 2017.

Likewise, the District
will pay Kristy Edwards the
same compensation under the
same terms as outlined in the
settlement.

The Edwards and the District
are responsible for their own
attorney fees and costs.

The District has agreed to pay
the outstanding balance owed to
Mediator Cecilia Morgan.

Also, part of the settlement,
the Edwards agreed to provide
services through December
31, 2016. At which time, they

SEE SETTLEMENT ON PAGE 5
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Joseph Clay Hudson | COURTESY PHOTO

Sonora Resident
Arrested for Multiple
Burglaries in
Community

Joseph Clay Hudson, 18, was
arrested Thursday, December 29,
2016 in Sonora.

An Arrest Warrant was
obtained by the Sonora Police
Department to take Hudson
into custody for Burglary of a
Building.

He was charged and booked
into the Sutton County jail where
he remains on a $10,000 bond.

A search also uncovered
evidence identifying Hudson as
being involved in recent vehicle
burglaries in the community.

“During the arrest for Hud-
son, at an address where he was
listed as residing, items from
multiple vehicle burglaries were
found,” Chief William Dudley
said.

The Sonora Police Depart-
ment has received about six
reports from citizens, in the past
month, regarding vehicles being
broken into and items stolen.

Sonora Police Department
Administrative Assistant,
Melissa Fuentes said the
increased incident of theft is a
combination of both the time of
year and inattentiveness of citi-
zens by leaving doors unlocked
and valuables in vehicles.

“I know sometimes we don’t
think about it or we think it is
safe to leave our homes and cars
unlocked,” Fuentes said. “But it
isn’t safe. I applaud our officers
for diligently searching for and
finding this offender.”

A thorough investigation
helped officers in locating Hud-
son, his arrest and the recovery
of stolen property.

Additional warrants are
being obtained which could
result in further charges and
possibly more arrests, according
to Fuentes.

To date, Hudson has not been
charged with any of the vehicle
burglaries.

Due to the fact that these mul-
tiple vehicle burglaries are still
in an open investigation status,
according to Dudley, no further
information is available.

Hudson could be facing addi-
tional charges and other individ-
uals may be charged, according
to authorities.

The Devil’s River News will
continue to follow this story and
report new information as it is
made available.
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Patrick Applauds Action Preserving North Carolina’s ‘Bathroom Bill”

AUSTIN — Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick has
applauded the North Carolina legislature’s
refusal to repeal a law banning individuals
from using public bathrooms designated
for the opposite sex.

Patrick, who has made the passage
of similar legislation in Texas one of his
priorities, said in a Dec. 22 statement:

“Legislation like this is essential to protect
the safety and privacy of women and girls,
and is simple common sense and common
decency.

“Legislation to protect women'’s privacy
and business is essential to assure that
sexual predators, like those who exploit
the internet, will not be able to freely
enter women’s restrooms, locker rooms

or showers and that businesses are not
forced by local ordinances to allow men in
women’s restrooms and locker rooms.”
The filing of legislation proposing new
bathroom access laws is certain in the

Texas Legislature’s upcoming 85th Regular

Session, beginning Jan. 10. Several bills
have already been filed by Democratic
state lawmakers, all proposing a prohibi-
tion on discrimination based on sexual ori-
entation or gender identity or expression
in regards to employment, access to public
facilities, etc.

TAB chief decries NC bill
Chris Wallace, president of the Texas
Association of Business, issued a statement

taking the opposite position on the North
Carolina bathroom bill.

“After months of debate and an unprec-
edented special session by the North
Carolina Legislature, it’s unfortunate
to see that the state chose not to repeal
the discriminatory law created by HB 2.
North Carolina and states that embrace
discriminatory legislation will continue to
suffer dire economic consequences, losing
revenue and major events and disrupting
job creation and investment.

“That’s why the Texas business com-
munity has made clear that discriminatory
laws like HB 2 have no place in Texas. We
can’t afford to slam the door on the Texas
Miracle and create an environment hostile

to business, unsafe and
unwelcoming for citizens
and harmful to our larger
economy and prosper-
ity. Keep Texas Open
for Business will
continue to press our
own Texas lawmak-
ers to roundly reject
discriminatory bills,
no matter how they’re
phrased or what
they’re named.”
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New case of Zika confirmed
The Texas Department of State Health

SEE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS ON PAGE 7

New Year Traditions

New Year’s Day is perhaps the most cel-
ebrated holiday around the world. There’s
a universal appeal to newness, so the first
day of a new year is a natural cause for a
party.

People have been celebrating the
beginning of a new year for at least four
millennia (or 28,000 dog years). Some of

. . the first recorded
Slices of Life celebrations were
in Babylon. Then,
the holiday was
observed in March,
during the first new
moon following the
vernal equinox.

It was an 11-day
celebration, making
it New Year’s Week-
and-a-half, as opposed to New Year’s Day.

During those 11 days partying and
parading in the streets (as I'm assuming
the Babylonians did) they made promises
to the gods in order to earn their favor.
Thus, the concept of New Year’s resolu-
tions was born.

Julius Caesar gave a lot of deep thought
to the concept of calendars and is credited
with moving New Year’s Day to January
1 somewhere around the year 46 B.C.
Romans celebrated by exchanging gifts,
decorating their homes, attending raucous
parties, offering sacrifices to Janus, who
was the Roman god of beginnings, and of
course wearing togas.

Different countries have different New
Year’s traditions. Some are logical. Others
not so much.

In some South American countries
the color of your underwear is thought to
determine your fate for the upcoming year.
Red indicates love. Gold brings wealth.
White signifies peace. Brown or yellow
means it’s time to change your underwear.

In Switzerland they drop ice cream on
the floor. I'd rather just eat it. Less mess
to clean up and less waste of a good scoop
of ice cream. In Siberia, people jump into
frozen lakes while carrying tree trunks
(and presumably wearing swim trunks).
Sounds logical. Residents of Denmark
throw plates at the front doors of the
homes of friends and family to bring every-
one good luck. Going barefoot in Denmark
on January 1 would be bad luck. In Spain
they eat grapes to ward off evil. I wonder if
drinking fermented grapes counts.

Here in the U.S. we celebrate the new
year with various traditions including
waiting for the ball to drop in Times
Square, popping a champagne cork at
midnight, engaging in a midnight kiss,
watching college football and staying up
past our bedtimes.

Eating black-eyed beans is a New
Year’s tradition in many homes, especially
in the south. The beans are thought to
symbolize coins and are eaten to ensure
economic prosperity in the coming year.

We don’t eat black-eyed beans at my
house. We make oyster stew. I think my
husband initiated the practice. He likes
oysters. I'd never tasted them before meet-
ing him. Now it’s become our own tradi-
tion. In the U.S. it’s more common to eat
oyster stew on Christmas Eve. I suppose
we could do both, but I'm not sure we're
quite that fond of oysters.

January 1, 2017. We are ushering in a
new year, with new possibilities. We tend
to like things that are new. A new car. New
phone. New house. New look. A new tradi-
tion - like oyster stew on New Year’s Eve.

I'm willing to try just about anything,
including drinking fermented grapes,
kissing at midnight and wearing bright
underwear. All’'s new that ends new, as
they say. But I draw the line at jumping
into a frozen lake with a tree trunk.

I'll save that one until next year. Or
maybe the next.

By Jill Pertler

Jill Pertler is an award-winning syn-
dicated columnist, published playwright,
author and member of the National Society
of Newspaper Columnists. Don’t miss a slice;
follow the Slices of Life page on Facebook.
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2017 Begins Another
Legislative Session 1n Austin

Howdy and Happy New Year. As we
head into 2017, we are also approach-
ing the beginning of the next session of
the Texas Legislature. Unlike the U.S.
Congress which meets year round, our
state legislature meets for just 140 days
every two years. That means we have to
get down to business right away, pass a
state budget and address as
many of Texas’ challenges
as possible, before going

My Opinion

communities.

Unfunded mandates and the state’s
need for water and other natural
resources often disproportionately
impact rural Texas in a negative way. As
our population continues to shift towards
the suburbs, the amount of rural repre-
sentatives is on the decline. That’s why
it is vital we have strong
voices in Austin working
to pass meaningful pieces

back home to tend to our
families and businesses.
In my first legislative
session in 2015, we passed
a state budget that held
spending below the rate of
inflation and population
growth, while also priori-
tizing additional funds for
public schools, transpor-

By State Rep. Andrew Murr

of legislation to protect pri-
vate property rights and to
defend our ability as rural
Texans to govern ourselves
locally, rather than hav-
ing to conform to policies
designed to meet the needs
of urban or suburban
communities.

We have many chal-

tation, border security,

and child protection. We

identified $3.8 billion in tax cuts, includ-
ing property tax relief and a franchise
tax cut. We reformed the Department

of Transportation and developed the
nation’s strongest border security plan.
We also passed new protections for reli-
gious freedom, the Second Amendment,
and the right to life.

By all measures, the 2015 legislative
session was one of the most conservative
in Texas history, and my goal this year
is to build on those legislative successes.
During the interim period, our commit-
tees have been busy studying key issues,
holding hearings and town hall meetings,
and gathering input from local elected
officials and civic leaders to develop pro-
posals which will be turned into legisla-
tion in the coming weeks.

I intend to continue pushing the state
to do more with less and to delegate as
much decision-making authority as pos-
sible to counties, cities, school districts
and other local entities. Asaformer

county judge, I know first-hand that some-

times good intentions at the state level
places unnecessary burdens on our local

| Carrie Fisher

1956 - 2016

~<p. Why does the early bird always get the
S worm? Because he reads about it in

- Tur Devies Rivir Nows
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lenges facing us over the

next five months, but I am
confident that we will rise to the occasion
and deliver solutions that benefit hard-
working Texas families. As always, it is
an honor to represent you in the Texas
House of Representatives, and I welcome
your comments and opinions. Please visit
my website at www.AndrewMurr.org or
contact our District Office in Kerrville
(715 Water St.) at 830-257-0432 and let me
hear from you.

Rep. Andrew Murr is a rancher, attorney,
small businessman and former Kimble County
Judge who has represented District 53 in the
Texas House since 2015. House District 53
includes Bandera, Crockett, Edwards, Kerr,
Kimble, Llano, Mason, Medina, Menard, Real,
Schleicher and Sutton Counties.
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Seminole Has a
New Watering Hole

If you drive along Seminole’s Main
Street you notice a building with an
upstairs open-air patio. It’s a place to
drink and dine called Perica’s Terrace.
Perica in Spanish means parakeet or

small parrot.
“Perica is my wife,” says Mike Diaz,
i who built the
ROlllng place. “Her
name is Anna,
Al()ng but she got
the nickname
Perica because
as ayoung
by Tumbleweed Smith 727 child she was
always talk-

ing loud. Her parents jokingly called her
Perica.”

Perica’s Terrace serves food and
alcohol.

“Anna and I have always wanted to
own a place like this. We thought about
buying one or building one. We thought
about locating further east, but since we
were raised here, our kids and parents
are here, we have good friends here, so we
decided that it would be a good thing for
Seminole.”

Perica’s Terrace has a dining room
downstairs and a covered patio in back,
which has a colorful plastic parrot on
a stand. A stairway takes customers to
the upstairs area that has a comfortable
atmosphere with cushioned chairs and
couches. Waitresses don’t seem to mind
the climb when they’re delivering orders
of food or drink. From the upstairs ter-
race, patrons get a view of the town.

“We pretty much established itas a
wine bar,” says Mike. “You know, try to
serve a good variety of wines. We also
wanted to offer a good variety of cocktails
and beer. We serve food, but it’s not a full
service restaurant. We try to make some-
thing different every day for lunch. We
have a salad bar. In the evenings we have
an entreée for every different day.”

Seminole is not completely wet when
it comes to serving liquor in restaurants,
so if customers want a drink, they have to
buy temporary memberships. Mike says
when he opened this past summer, cus-
tomers filled the place.

“It was a very popular response. We
had a certain amount of yearly member-
ships which sold out the first week.”

The structure housing the establish-
ment was originally built around 1940
and was home to an eating-place called
Master’s Café. Mike has a construction
company and he got a crew together to
re-do the building. He and Anna had no
experience whatsoever in running a res-
taurant or bar.

“It’s very exciting and we enjoy it.

We traveled around the country visiting
places like this. We saw one in San Fran-
cisco that had a unique entrance and we
sort of copied it.”

Mike is a musician.

“My five brothers and I had a band and
did some recordings. Sometimes we’ll play
some of our stuff over the speakers in the
restaurant.”

www.tumbleweedsmith.com

Heard Around Town

Iresolve to do in 2017 all of the things
that I set as goals for 2016, but never got
around to doing.
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The Honorable Laurie K. English, 112th District Attorney, was sworn

in for a fourth term during a formal ceremony Sunday, January 1,
2017. Sutton County Judge Steve Smith presided over the ceremony

held at the Sutton County courthouse.
DANNY MEYER | THE DEVIL'S RIVER NEWS
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Bob Brockman, Commissioner Precinct 2, was sworn in to office
during a formal ceremony, Sunday, January 1, 2017. Brockman was
appointed to complete the unassigned term of Commissioner John
Wade. KIMBERLEY MEYER | THE DEVIL'S RIVER NEWS

2017 Elected Officials Sworn into Office

Kathy Sanchez Marshall, Sutton County Tax Assessor-Collector,
officially accepted the duties of office during a formal ceremony,
Sunday, January 1, 2017 at the Sutton County courthouse. Judge
Steve Smith presided over the ceremony.

KIMBERLEY MEYER | THE DEVIL'S RIVER NEWS

Mike Villaneuva, Commissioner Precinct 1, officially accepted
another term in office during a formal ceremony, Sunday, January
1, 2017 at the Sutton County courthouse. Villaneuva has been
serving as a commissioner since 1983. Sutton County Judge Steve
Smith presided over the ceremony. DANNY MEYER | THE DEVIL'S RIVERNEWS

David Wallace, Attorney-at-Law, was sworn in for his ninth
consecutive term as Sutton County Attorney, during a formal
ceremony at the Sutton County courthouse, Sunday, January 1,
2017. DANNY MEYER | THE DEVIL'S RIVER NEWS

Oscar Chavez, Sutton County Sheriff, was sworn into office Sunday,
January 1,2017, by the Honorable Judge Steve Smith. Chavez begins
his newly elected term with 23-years of law enforcementin Sutton
County. DANNY MEYER | THE DEVIL'S RIVER NEWS
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Members of law enforcement for Sutton County and Sonora were officially sworn to duty by Judge Steve Smith during a formal ceremony on Sunday, January 1, 2017, at the Sutton County courthouse. Front
Row (L-R) Jessica Lopez, Marcus Guajardo, Jr., Alma Quiroz, Lourdes Chavez, Oscar Chavez, Will Allison and Betsy Rodriguez. Back Row (L-R) Petra Hernandez, DuWayne Castro, Jody Harris (not pictured) Cody

Gann, Matt Routh, Robert Hartman and Garrett Douthit.

CORRECTION

A story about the SCHD Board of Director's in the
December 22, 2016 issue of the Devil's River News incor-
rectly reported the date for the next regular meeting of
board.

The next regular meeting of the SCHD Board of
Directors is slated for January 9, 2016 at 6:00 p.m. in the
Wellness Center at LMH Memorial Hospital.

The Devil's River News regrets the error and any
confusion it may have caused.
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Dratn NOTICES

Esther Samaniego
April 2, 1920 - January 2, 2017

Esther Samaniego, 96,
of San Angelo, passed away
Monday, January 2, 2017.

She was born April 2, 1920.

She is survived by

great-grandchildren, and

great-great grandchildren.
Funeral services will

be held Friday, January

6, 2017 at 10:00 a.m. at St.

her son, Sosimo Loya, Ann's Catholic Church.
of Houston, daugh- Burial will follow in Sonora
ters Felicitas Vasquez Cemetery.
and Teresa Vasquez, Online condolences may
both of San Angelo, be made at lovefuneral-
many grandchildren, home.net.

Robert Lopez Sosa

June 7, 1943 - December 26, 2016

Robert Lopez Sosa, 73, of
Midland, passed away Mon-
day, December 26, 2016.

He was born June 7,
1943.

A rosary and funeral
mass was held Friday,
December 30, 2016 at St.

Stephen’s Catholic Church
in Midland. The inurn-
ment followed at Resthaven
Memorial Park.

Survivors include chil-
dren, John Sosa, Norma
Ramon and Cynthia
Doerfer.

Asian Lady Beetles
oming Indoors

You may have noticed light and tend to cluster on
bigladybugs coming parts of the home that get
indoors. afternoon sun.

They may be congregat- Once on a building, they
ing in corners. seek shelter in cracks and

It turns out crevices which
they are Asian can lead them
lady beetles. inside.

These lady When they
beetles look are disturbed,
similar to other Asian lady
lady beetles, beetles secrete
but their color a foul-smelling
can vary from fluid.
tan to orange It is not only
tored. unpleasant,

Some have ! but may stain
noticeable Pascual Hernandez surfaces.
spots on their Though they do
wings, but oth- not sting, they can
ers may not have spots or bite when they perch upon

the spots may not be fully
formed.

Most of the beetles have
an M-shaped mark on the
whitish area behind the
head.

Asian lady beetles were
brought to the U.S. to prey
on populations of agricul-
tural pests such as aphids
and scales insects.

We don’t mind these
beetles when they are out-
side hunting pests.

However, when they
come inside homes, they
can become a nuisance.

How do they enter?

The beetles are drawn to
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1.Tea or apple carrier 45, Bean 1. Feline feature 12. Way, for Cato
5. Street, in Seville 47.Third Reich gait 2. Dynamics preceder 13. Hardy girl
10. Issue forth 52.Go bad 3. Complain bitterly 21. Perry's creator
14.Regan’s dad 53.Ruffle 4. Hardships 22. Cordage fiber
15.Long, and 54. Mahjong piece 5.Fee 24, Layers
namesakes 55. Leave shore 6.TV adjunct 25. Elevator shoe?
16. Like Mr. Apley 56.Came up 7.Slant 26. Formal evening
17. Met highlight 57. Catch-all phrase 8.0ld___,CT dress
18. Franklin or Maude 58.Bohemian 9.Curvy letter 27.Aches
19. Bauxite and 59.___trap 10. Abelard’s lady, in 28. Mr. Vallee
galena 60. Caveat Soho 29. Composer Erik
20. U. of Michigan 30. Pennsylvania
player u ” port
22.Docks ANIMAL TALK 31. Agnes and Joan,
23. Jason’s vessel EEE R I KL R R <Y
24, Express 32.Indicator
disapproval 35. South African
25. Suggested 36. Halted
umbrella 38.Eschew
27.Sham 39. First-rate
31. What the Knave 41. Somewhat ill
of Hearts did 42.Blew
32.Spa adjunct 44, At ___ends
33.Something to 45, Projected Pelion
lend topper
34. Containers 46.Bellow

35. Fetters

36.___ spumante
37.Lodge member
38. Very wet

39.A Shaw

40. Missouri college

42. Furze
43.Votre

See solution on Page 8

Family Owned and Operated

47. John Irving
protagonist

48. Woodwind

49, Late Belgradian
50. Verve

51.Hide

53.Thos. Dorsey’s
brother..

This crossword puzzle is sponsored each week by

Love Funeral Home

Monuments e Pre-Need Burial Insurance
(325) 387-2266 (325) 853-3043

a person.

Some people may experi-

ence allergic reactions to
the beetle. If an allergic
reaction occurs, seek medi-
cal attention.

If you have the beetles
inside your home, it’s best
to use a vacuum to dispose
of them.

To prevent them from
entering, seal the outside of
the building.

Use sealant in any
cracks and crevices and
around pipe penetrations.
Cover any vent openings
with stainless steel mesh
screening.

Also, keep window
screens and weather strip-
ping in good repair.

Agrilife Entomologists
tell us that while Asian
lady beetle invasions are
uncommon for Texas, they
are common in areas of the
Midwest.

City of Sonora

i
%“Q“m

Senior Center

MONDAY January 9
Glazed Ham, Sweet Potato,

California Mix, Wheat Bread,
Chunky Fruit, Lemon White,
Chocolate Cookie, Milk
TUESDAY January 10
Hamburger Stk. w/Gravy,
Corn O'Brien, Baby Carrots,
Wheat Roll, Orange- Bavarian
Jell-O, Milk

WEDNESDAY January 11
Baked Chicken, Augratin
Potatos, Green Peas w/Red
Peppers, Wheat Bread, Angel
Food Cake, Milk

THURSDAY January 12
Mongolian Beef, Rice Pilaf,
Brussel Sprouts, Wheat Roll,
Escalloped Apples, Milk
FRIDAY January 13

BBQ Beef on Bun, Pickles &
Onions, Steak Fries, Pineapple
Coleslaw, Fruit Cobbler, Milk

Transportation to and
from the center may call
325-387-3941.

OBITUARIES

Guadalupe P. Sanchez

October 29, 1914

Guadalupe P. Sanchez
of Sonora, Texas, age 102,
went to be with Our Lord on
January 2, 2017.

He was preceded in
death by his loving wife
Ernestina Sanchez, and his
sisters Victoria Gonzalez,
Elisa Valdez, Amada Cas-
taneda, and Eva Castilleja.

He is survived by
three daughters, Arcelia

- January 2, 2017

Carrasco and husband
Edward, Noelia Hernandez,
and Nanette Stephens

and husband Robert, six
grandchildren, Leslie Kas-
sahn, Scott Hernandez,
Edward Lee Carrasco,
Kimberly Hernandez,
Camille Martinez, and
Hilary Sanchez, and eight
great-grandchildren.

Funeral services were
held Wednesday, January
4, 2017 at St. Ann's Catholic
Church.

Burial followed in
Sonora Cemetery. A Rosary
was held Tuesday, January
3, at Love Funeral Home
Chapel.

Special thanks to Shan-
non Home Health staff, and
Shannon Hospital staff.

Online condolences may
be made at lovefuneral-
home.net

Robert "Bob'" Louis Tench
April 19, 1929 - December 24, 2016

h - |

Robert "Bob" Louis
Tench, 87, received the best
Christmas present of all
time, Saturday, December
24, 2016, getting to meet
his Lord and Savior, after
a brief illness and hospice
stay in Sonora, Texas.

Bob was born in East
Orange, New Jersey on
April 19, 1929.

He spent the majority of
his youth in Arizona where
his three siblings still
reside.

Bob enlisted in the
U.S. Navy in 1948, serving
aboard the U.S.S. Eldorado
as an Electronic Technician
during the Korean War.

He thoroughly enjoyed
attending the ship's annual
reunion and catching up
with former shipmates. The
most recent reunion was in
Portland, Oregon this past
September.

After leaving the
Navy, he went to work
for Northrup Aviation, a
contractor for the military,
which sent him to Cape
Canaveral and then to
Greenland and Alaska to
work.

Eventually, Bob went
to work for Philco as an
electrical engineer "by
experience'.

It was while Bob worked
for this company that he
was transferred to Texas,
which he claimed as his
home.

Bob began his journey
with the Masonic Lodge in
1962 in Palo Alto, CA.

He was a 32nd degree
Master Mason, affiliated
with Kerrville Lodge No.
697 A F. & A.M.; member
of Chapter 17 National
Sojourners, San Antonio;
and Alamo Camp, Heroes
of 76.

While living in Clear
Lake City, Texas, Bob joined
the Clown Jewels unit of the
Arabia Shrine Temple of
Houston, Texas.

He created the character
of "Pupi", short for "Purple
Pirate".

Bob designed the make-
up and costumes, sewed his
costumes and developed his
clown's persona.

He wanted his character
to be "tall". So at the age of
43, Bob taught himself to
walk on stilts outside in
his front yard; including a
few falls on the unforgiving
surface.

Eventually he mastered
this skill and could even
dance while wearing them,
bringing "oohs and ahh's"

from those who saw him
perform.

Bob spent forty years
clowning for the Shrine Cir-
cus, never missing a single
performance and delighting
both children and adults
with his "larger than life"
personality.

In 1982 he won Top
“White Face” Clown in the
Nation. Bob also clowned
for the Shriner's Crippled
Children's Hospital in Hous-
ton and the Shriner's Burn
Institute in Galveston.

He rarely spoke about
his visits to the Burn Insti-
tute where he saw children
in incredible pain; attempt-
ing to distract them for a
brief moment. Each floor
at this hospital requires
a stronger stomach and
thicker skin due to the fact
that the higher the floor the
more severe the burn.

Bob took with pride that
he was able to finally enter-
tain the children on the
fourth floor of this hospital.

When Bob moved to
Comfort in 1985, he held a
variety of jobs while becom-
ing acquainted with the
people of the area.

He was elected Justice
of the Peace, Precinct 3, for
Kerr County in 1992.

He was well suited for
this position as Bob had
a natural curiosity about
people and a sense of fair-
ness which he brought into
his courtroom.

The American Legion
presented him with the Out-
standing Service Award for
the Community of Kerrville
for 1995-1996.

He served at the plea-
sure of Kerr County for 10
years.

Although he visited
all fifty states and several
foreign countries in his life,
Bob considered Texas his
home. He liked to tell folks
he "lived in Comfort just
above Welfare" where he
resided for the last thirty-
one years.

Bob was a Father,
Grandfather, Brother,
Patriot and Friend.

He is survived by his
son, Ross Tench and wife
Karen of Stephenville, three
daughters, Sally Bruno and
husband Nick of Turner,
ME, Susan Hall and hus-
band Stephen of Sonora and
Sheri Kennedy and David
Smith of Houston and nine
grandchildren.

He is also survived by
his sisters Barbara Evans
and Ruth Tasa, both of
Cottonwood, AZ, and a
brother James Tench of
Wickenburg, AZ as well
as his longtime and best
friend, Richard W. Schultze
of Centerpoint.

Services were held Fri-
day, December 30th, at St.
Johns Episcopal Church,
Sonora and a Masonic Ser-
vice followed.

We will miss our Purple
Pirate, until we see him
again.
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A Buck for Christmas

Christmas came early
this year for Kimberly
Benefield.

Benefield who was help-
ing hunters claim their
own trophy buck happened
upon her own dream early
Wednesday morning,
December 21, 2016 while
hunting in a low fenced
area at the Benefield Slow
Lane Ranch outside of
Sonora.

“I've been seeing this
Buck on the game cameras
for 2 years now, Benefield
said. “Ifinally saw him
about 3 weeks ago, and shot
and missed.”

Accompanying her
guest who was trying to
hunt a wide 8-point buck
also seen on camera, Bene-
field said Murphy’s Law
came into play.

It seemed as though the
morning was sliding down
hill fast when suddenly she
spotted the big buck and
grabbed the opportunity to
change her luck.

She took another shot
and succeeded in downing
the elusive creature. Weigh-
ing 150 pounds the massive
buck scored a B&C 1572/8
with a spread of 16 inches.

“I did inform the hunt-
ers if I saw the Buck I
missed a few weeks ago, 1
was going to use her gun to
shoot it,” Benefield said.

While watching several
does, spikes and 4 points,
the big buck appeared.

“Ilooked at the young
girl hunting with me and
said, ‘Honey, I'm sorry but
this is the Buck I've been
after. So, you’re not getting
your buck this morning.”

Benefield took her time,
aimed behind the shoulder
and shot. He jumped and
ran off.

Sitting patiently, like she
advises her hunting guests
to do before going to look for
the animal, she waited for
her husband to show up and
help scout for the buck.

Within thirty minutes
they all set out to find the

buck.

They located the buck
in the woods not far from
where Benefield shot.

“All T heard my husband
say was, ‘I found him and
there is no ground shrink-
age.” Benefield said. “He
was way bigger than we
thought he was. This was
the most exciting day for
me. I love hunting and this
was a big bonus.”

About three years ago,
the Benefield’s came to the
area for the first time to
hunt.

Their hunting guide at
the time, told them about a
ranch for sale with exotics
and a high fence.

They considered com-
muting to and from their
home in Brazoria but they
decided to relocate here
instead.

“My husband had
recently sold his business
and we were looking for
something else we would
enjoy doing in our retire-
ment years, Benefield said.

“Originally, we planned
on driving back and forth
and keeping both our
places, until we saw that
the animals needed us to be
here. We sold Brazoria and
moved here permanently.
I'm so glad we did. We've
met some of the nicest
people and we have wonder-
ful neighbors.”

Benefield admits that
before moving to West
Texas, they knew nothing
more than feeding and
shooting the animals.

But, with the help of
those who are willing to
share their knowledge of
the wildlife and with time
they now have a better
understanding and appre-
ciation for the animals.

She also said that she
considers her life to be filled
with many blessings which
she is thankful to count
every day.

“Ilove my new life, new
friends and I'm happy to be in
West Texas,” Benefield said.

Elementary School Students for the week of January 2-6, Neno
Estrada, Pre-K, Aaron Galvan, K, Jack Rogers, 1st, Kendall Thorp,
| COURTESY PHOTO

2nd.

Sonora ISD
Students of the Week

Brought to you by:

Intermediate School Students for the week fJanuary 2-6, Angela
Acevedo, 3rd, Justin Lozano, 4th, Cheyenne Rivera, 5th.

It's a Boy!

Greyson Presler Bloodsworth

November 19, 2016
9:08 p.m.
9 pounds., 21 inches

Graham and Laura
Bloodworth are proud
to announce the birth
of their son Greyson
Presler.

Greyson is wel-
comed by his big sister,
Lainey.

He is also welcomed
by his grandparents
Lee and Darlette Blood-
worth, of Sonora, Gay-
lene Sleeth and the late
Lewis Sleeth, of Coman-
che, and his great
grandmother, Grace
Ramsey, of Sonora.

UNURE I UR 1N
Thu Fri Sat Sun Mon
01/05 01/06 01/07 01/08 01/09
57/30 46/29 56/31 51/29 64/41
e IR S e T
Clouds/Sunshine | Clouds/Sunshine | Clouds/Sunshine Cloudy Clouds/Sunshine
Sunrise 7:40a.m. | Sunrise 7:40a.m. | Sunrise 7:40a.m. | Sunrise 7:40a.m. | Sunrise 7:40 a.m.
Sunset 5:55 p.m. | Sunset5:56 p.m. | Sunset5:57 p.m. Sunset5:58 p.m. | Sunset 5:59 p.m.
Sponsored By:
Herndon's Gifts
Ashlie Herndon (325) 387-2222 Downtown at 220°E. Main. St

| COURTESY PHOTO

C

Devil’s River News
Weekly Rainfall Report

54

January 1-3 1.11in. January 1-3 0.70 in.
2017 Year-to-Date Total 1.11in. 2017 Year-to-Date TOTAL 0.70 in.
2016 25.10 in. 2016 29.22 in.
2015 23.87 in. 2015 25.31 in.
2014 14.32 in. 2014 12.72 in.
2013 2512 in. 2013 25.00 in.
2012 16.06 in. 2012 17.82 in.
2011 11.50 in. 2011 10.49 in.
2010 20.37 in. 2010 17.94 in.
2009 21.67 in. 2009 28.44 in.

Rainfall data collected at LCRA weather
station located 14 miles southeast of Sonora.

Rainfall data collected at LCRA weather station
located 17 miles east-northeast of Sonora.

Sponsored By:

Texas Farm Bureau Insurance
Ruth Wallace (825)387-6504

ﬁ,

www.DEVILSRIVER.NEWS

ﬁ Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7:30-5:00 PM ~ Sat. 730—12

Kimberly Benefield shows off a big Buck that she shot Wednesday,
December 21, 2016. Benefield shot the Buck while hunting in a low
fenced area at the Benefield Slow Lane Ranch outside of Sonora.

| COURTESY PHOTO

SETTLEMENT:

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
resigned from their employ-
ment with the District and
their employment agree-
ments were terminated
according to the settlement.

However, both of the
Drs. Edwards will retain
admitting privileges at the
Lillian M. Hudspeth Memo-
rial Hospital.

Any future review of
their privileges will be in
accordance with the normal
policies and procedures of
the hospital and medical
staff.

Finally, the District
and the Drs. Edwards have
released any potential
legal claims as a part of
the separation agreement.
Thus, Board members and
the Edwards have agreed to
resolve any and all ongoing
disputes between them.

Doctors Mark and
Kristy Edwards were
employed by the district
March 11, 2012. Due to

economic issues affecting
the district financially, the
district and the Edwards
entered into employment
negotiations in October of
this past year.

The reason for the sepa-
ration has not been made
public and it is not likely to
be revealed in the future
because all parties have
agreed not to disparage one
another.

Additionally, all sides
have agreed to keep con-
fidential the details of the
settlement not disclosed to
the public.

It should be considered
that none of the parties
involved in the settlement
have been held to any
wrongdoing.

“The District nor the
Drs. Edwards will be giving
any further public comment
at this time, but they wish
each other well in their
future endeavors,” the news
release stated.
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Look Hhos Celobratingl

January
5th Robert Hughes
6th Martha Perez,
Melissa Freeman
7th Beth Wallace
8th Michelle Lipham,
Lisa Mitchell
9th Mark Holman,
Dorothy Jimenez
10th Jacob Lopez,
Andrew Mata
11th Krystal Gibbens, Ty
Fincher, Michelle Lopez,
Brenda Johnson, Dr.
Charles Pajestka, Ronda
Walsh
12th Marty Lipham,
Hector A. Mendez,
Kaitlyn Lopez, Felicia
Farley, Pete Bradley

Send us your birthdays to
production@devilsriver.news

Everett’s Pharmacy
Gifts Galore & More

417 Hwy 277 N.
Sonora, TX

325.387.2541

F:325.387.5423

o CANATIRR e T
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10 E. Gillis St.

ELDORADO, TEXAS

325-853-2730

Noon
N

m\S

Official hospital of:
covering all the bases
in prostate health.

Brian Bradley, M.D.
Board-Certified Urologist

West Texas
Medical Associates

If you're a man over 50 years of age, it's time to talk about
prostate cancer. According to the American Cancer Society,
one in six men will develop prostate cancer in his lifetime.
Early detection offers a better opportunity for successful
treatment. San Angelo Community Medical Center urologists
provide comprehensive care for men with conditions such as
prostate, testicular and bladder cancers. Brian Bradley, M.D.,

a board-certified urologist, offers minimally invasive robotic-

assisted surgery for treating prostate cancer.

He is now seeing patients in Sonora.
Visit SACMC.com/urology for more information.
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San Angelo
Community Medical Center”

The hospital of wow.
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SACMC.com/urology

Dr. Bradley is an Independent Member of the Medical Staff at SACMC. SACMC is owned in part by physicians.
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DRN Comics

Daddy’s Home

by Tony Rubino and Gary Markstein

HOME

FY ANTHONY RIBNO X GHRYWMRGTEN

DADDYS

WHATS RETWEEN THE CAMGMFT
A THE DIRFTILIK 2

©2016 Rubino & Markstein. Distributed by Creators Syndicate. Inc.

12-1%

W creatars com

RuBme &

Dogs of C-Kennel by Mick and Mason Mastroianni
z Y
3/ NO WAY DID NO WAY THAT NOPE, NOPE, IF L TILT MY HEAD A
> HE JUST SAY JUST HAPPENED. IN CURIOSITY” ANY
THAT.. MORE, MY NECK
WILL SNAP,

\M-H%Q :

(I REFUSE To BELIEVE,
THIS HAS TO BE
'THE ONION!

DogsofCKennel.com

Strange Brew

~
<
N .
Gl
.
»
ogsofCKennel

Facebook.com/D:

by John Deering

Strange Brew

/OLETS

REVIEW THE
HIGHLIGHTS
OF 2016/

=1 RUN RIGKT OUT IN

by John Deering
A DARNED THINGS WILLY.

FPONT oF ?ou'

§
5

@@g

[ RUTHEE,
WHY ARE
ALLTHE

HIGHLIGHTS

©2017 Rick Detorie, dist. by Creators.com

HAPPY 2017!

Nect Hoade

B

by parker and hart

—
WWW.CREATORS.COM

Mew vEAR'S DAY IRONY:
TODAY 1S THE FIRST DAY OFF
OF THE REST OF YOUR LIFE.

@ 2017 creators.com

WHAT WAS
THAT NOISE ?

RERORT, YoU
Lour!

@Trust 1bo Ida Harl uwo John Hart. All rights rese

9.0l AN
I Oxal

Speed Bumps

by Dave Coverly

Speed Bumps

by Dave Coverly

SEEEPRUMP.com
TI5T. 4 CREATOR 5 1376

j 3
sz

N\ %{ﬂfi’ GOING TO OND WRLL,B0B. 7/ \§

o 75
MAKING SMORES 1S NOT

TAKE AN EVENING
To REFLECT..,

\

THE YEAR THAT
JUST HAS PASSED,

/7////" ﬁ

b7

JOHNNY, DO YOD\
HAVE A NEW ARHUMA,
YEAR'S POEM? l
1
ALL THAT

ACCOMPLISHAENTS |,
AND PROGRESS
TOWARD...

\

WEVE AMASSED

‘_v%m—

&\\\\\

WEVE CHANGED THE
SCOPE OF POLITICS...

OF THE PAST.

AND DISCOURSE

WebDonuts

SO TAKE IN STRIPE
YOUR PRIDE AND

FEAR,
\

AND PRAY THAT
NOTHING LASTS.

'.111-“"\\ L.

by Mike Gruhn

I never Goqﬂie
My health Symptoms

dnymore. T+ alm5s
Seems 4o \ead +o
barbecve .

= 2
S S - :
B IPRNTNG WHEN Duceenes Ha, Tied
N (120K FoR ThE FIRST MoVING OBUECT 1N ORDER
Mo To FolLOW 5 EVERY MolE,
ey, TTGBIECT 7\ N
SHBER Dk, g
iR
/ /f,\ﬂ}: “1 .
T": -,\I J{J‘fﬂ
. ff\- l \‘ I ]
e \/
By Peter Guren K . i
Dear Shagg, DEGATUS 15 A MATHOJOGICAL | ,..NOT o BE (oNFUSED | ..A 5E0550l061CAL CHARACTER
. CAARACTER TAAT 15 9ART BIRD | Wit PEGASEUSS, | TWAT 15 PART NG ONE AND
What i5 o AND PART HoRE PART TG TWo,
Pegusus? 0 0
Clora Carloon
Sioux Fall,

FREE SHAGG POL: IF WE
USE YouR QuesTioN
ABOUT ANIMALS!

6o To:

AskSHAGG,

(ot

an

P

©2016 Creators.com

*w“

-

DY

% 12-18

WHEN

PROFESSORS

60 FISHING
DO THEY
USE BOOK
WORMS?

M -
O femeiy c&rcgen 32“%‘3525&5\%
YoU CAN, Too! e .
DRAW RiDPLag!
A BUTTERFLY!

£ .HOW DOES A SKELETON

@ Q MAKE A PHONE CALL?

A.ON THE TELEBONE,
Christing Finnell, Ok Park, IL

(). HOW DO YOU KEEP A
TURKEY IN SUSPENSE?

A TLL TELL YOU NEXT WEEK.
Thomas Carmichael, Carmel By The Sea, CA




JaNusry 5, 2017  Page 7  The Devil's River News {al-i

Lock It or Lose It

Due to arecent increase
in burglaries in the com-
munity, the Sonora Police
Department is reminding
everyone to lock their vehi-
cles as well as their homes
at all times during the day
and night.

A number of burglar-
ized vehicles around town
have been reported.

Additionally, do not
leave valuables and fire-
arms in vehicles while
parked.

"Someone may walk
by a vehicle and see gifts,
purses, wallets, etc. and
will or may try to see if

doors are unlocked," Chief
William Dudley said. "They
will take what they see or
find anytime day or night."

Although neighbor-
hoods seem safe from
crime, unlocked doors are
an invitation for theft.

Dudley advises that
preventing these types of
crimes starts with locking
and securing your vehicles
and homes.

If you are a victim of
a burglary or have any
information regarding a
crime, please contact the
Sonora Police Department
at 325-387- 3888.

Thank you, School Board Members

(Austin)— January 2017
is School Board Recogni-
tion Month, a time to honor
the more than 7,200 locally
elected leaders who step for-
ward to serve without pay
on local boards to ensure
Texas students have the
best schools possible.

Each year the Texas
Association of School
Boards (TASB) encourages
Texans to show appre-
ciation to these men and
women for their unfailing
commitment to our state’s
future.

“Please join me in
recognizing the service of
local board members as
they dedicate themselves
to providing excellent
public schools,” said James
B. Crow, TASB executive
director.

“The long hours and
responsibilities of school
board service make it a task
that only a few are willing
to bear. However, those
who serve as local trustees
embrace the challenges,
demonstrating their desire
that every student have the

best opportunities to suc-
ceed. Trustees work closely
with parents and educators
to develop sound education
policies in their districts
and set high standards for
student success.

In communities across
the state, school board
members volunteer their
time and talents to see that
Texas schools provide excel-
lent education experiences
for all of our children.

We urge every commu-
nity to thank local board
members and support them
as they tackle this impor-
tant job.

Join us in applauding
their service to our stu-
dents, our communities,
and this state,” he said.

TASB is a nonprofit
association established in
1949 to serve local Texas
school boards. School board
members are the largest
group of publicly elected
officials in the state.

The districts they rep-
resent serve approximately
5.3 million public school
students.

CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS: 7ika News

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

Services and Cameron
County Department of
Health and Human Ser-
vices on Dec. 22 announced
that an additional
Brownsville resident has
contracted the Zika virus
locally, bringing the total to
six in Cameron County and
Texas.

Work is ongoing to
identify and offer testing
to anyone with possible
Zika symptoms and to
all pregnant women in
the area with or without
symptoms. Efforts include
environmental assessments
to help reduce mosquito
habitats. Recent cold tem-
peratures, combined with
mosquito control efforts,
have reduced the mosquito
population in the area.
However, on warm days,
residents should continue
to use mosquito repellent
and wear long sleeves and
pants. It is also important
to dump out containers that
hold standing water in and
around homes to deny mos-
quitoes a place to lay eggs.

Eco-minded actions
urged

The Texas Commission
on Environmental Quality
on Dec. 21 posted its annual
plea to be eco-friendly dur-
ing the holidays and into
the new year:

“Whether we try to save
money, lose weight, or quit
certain habits, one habit
worth breaking is throw-
ing away items that can be
reused or recycled. Every
year, landfills take on more
and more things we no
longer want or need. In fact,
in 2015, Texans added about
33.5 million tons of stuff

may occur 30 to 60 years after ex-
posure to asbestos. Many work-
ers were exposed from the 1940s
through the 1970s. Industrial and
construction workers, along with
their families (second hand expo-
sure) are among those at risk for
mesothelioma, lung cancer or gas-
tro cancer (throat, stomach, colon).
Call us for professional insight.

to them. That’s more than
six-and- a-half pounds of
trash per Texan per day! If
recent trends continue, that
number will have increased
for 2016. And at this rate, we
only have enough landfill
space to last another 56
years.”

Among things the TCEQ
asks of Texans:

- Use and re-use gift bags;

- Serve meals on reus-
able plates and use cloth
napkins;

- Use rechargeable bat-
teries and recycle them
when they no longer hold a
charge; and

- Sell, donate or recycle
old electronics.

Also, because more than
80 billion pieces of junk
mail are delivered each
year and most of it ends
up in landfills, the TCEQ
suggests that Texans opt
out of unwanted catalogs,
prescreened credit and
insurance offers remember
to recycle junk mail.

Last but not least, the
TCEQ recommends: “Con-
sider reusing holiday cards
in craft projects instead of
tossing them in the trash.”

You Looked!
So Will Your
Gustomers!

It pS to
advertise in

Te Devilt River News

EXPERIENCE
COUNTS

Lawyers with more
than 100 years
combined expertise.

Ryan A. Krebs, M.D., ].D.

Doctor-Lawyer in Full-time Law Practice

Richard A. Dodd, LC.
Timothy R. Cappolino, PC.

Board Certified Personal Injury Trial Law and Civil Trial
Law by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization

NO FEE FOR FIRST VISIT

OFFICES IN HOUSTON/CONROE, TEMPLE AND AUSTIN,
PRINCIPAL OFFICE IN CAMERON

1-800-460-0606

www.Asbestos Law.com

W

Te Blotter

The Blotter is a summary of the previous
week’s activity by the Sonora Police Depart-
ment. For practical reasons of time and space,
The Blotter does not include every call made
to the police department, nor does it include
routine security checks, minor traffic stops or
routine patrols. Accidents of major impact
may be reported separately. Subjects reported
to have been arrested are presumed innocent
until proven guilty in a court of law.

ARRESTS
DECEMBER 29 - Joseph Clay Hud-
son, 18 year old male, from Sonora,
arrested on a Warrant for Burglary
of Building.

INCIDENTS
DECEMBER 19 - 10:07 AM -
Criminal mischief reported on 1200
block of Orient. Officer responded.
10:58 AM . Officer requested on
100 block of Deerwood. Officer re-
sponded.

DECEMBER 21 - 4:44 PM « Animal
reported on 100 block of Deer-
wood. Officer responded.

9:42 PM . Runaway reported on
100 block of E. College. Officer re-
sponded.

10:28 PM . Officer requested on
100 block of Deerwood. Officer re-
sponded.

DECEMBER 22 - 1:01 PM « Crimi-
nal mischief reported on 600 block
of Hwy 277 S. Officer responded.
DECEMBER 23 - 4:02 PM « Animal
reported on 1200 block of Orient.
Officer responded.

11:48 PM . Disturbance reported
at Bronco Trailer Park. Officer re-
sponded.

DECEMBER 25 - 12:41 AM « Loud
music reported at Lorene and Tay-
loe. Officer responded.

11:58 AM « Animal reported at
E 3rd and S. Crockett. Officer re-
sponded.

1:20 PM . Accident/wreck report-
ed at Del Rio and Savell. Officer
responded.

2:04 PM - Civil standby reported
on 400 block of E. 2nd. Officer re-
sponded.

2:23 PM - Burglary of vehicle re-
ported on 400 block of E. 2nd. Of-
ficer responded.

8:49 PM « Alarm reported at St.
Ann’s Church. Officer responded.
11:59 PM « Alarm reported at So-
nora Golf Club. Officer responded.
DECEMBER 26 - 12:05 AM . Caller
reported a welfare concern on
1000 block of E. Poplar and 1200
block of Orient. Officer responded.
1:58 PM « 9-1-1 call on 1900 block
of Tayloe. Officer responded to as-
sist.

5:26 PM - Indecent exposure re-
ported on 600 block of S. Crockett
Ave.

7:18 PM « 9-1-1 call requesting as-
sistance at Stadium Trailer Park. Of-
ficer responded.

10:29 PM - Caller reported stolen
hand gun at 500 W. 2nd. Officer re-
sponded.

DECEMBER 27 - 9:22 AM - Suspi-
cious person reported on 600 block
of Hwy 277. Officer responded.
9:33 AM . Burglary of a vehicle
on 200 block of Martin. Officer re-
sponded.

DECEMBER 29 - 12:39 PM « Bur-
glary of 2 vehicles on 500 block of
E. 2nd. Officer responded.

SELF INKING
STAMPS
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FAST SERVICE
THE DEVILS RIVER NEWS

Printing
[[™ ]

Yes, we do
that, too!

Job Tickets, Envelopes
Business Cards, Letterhead
Single Sheet, Multi-Part

Give us a Call!

The Devils River News
387-2507

12:39 PM « Animal reported on 400
block W. 3rd. Officer responded.
7:23PM - Agency requested assis-
tance on 500 block of E. 2nd. Offi-
cer responded.

DECEMBER 30-11:50 PM - Distur-
bance reported on 800 block of St.
Ann's.

DECEMBER 31 - 12:31 AM .
AirMed requested traffic control at
LMH. Officer responded.

9:17 PM . Officer assist call 900
block of N. Crockett Ave; Officer
responded

JANUARY 1 - 2:09 PM - Violation - ¢

T e | 325-387-3470
Holmes Wrecker Service

Officer responded.
We Can Tow Anything

Proud Supporters
of the
Broncos
and
Lady Broncos

3:54PM .« 9-1-1 call at 900 S. Crock-
ett. Officer responded to assist.
5:48 PM . Officer requested on
100 block of Deerwood. Officer re-
sponded.

JANUARY 2 - 1:07 AM - Residen-
tial alarm reported on 100 block of
Edgemont. Officer responded.
1:08 AM « Business alarm reported
at 206 US Hwy 277 N. Officer re-
sponded.

4:23 PM « 9-1-1 call on 400 block of
W. 8th. Officer responded to assist.
6:39 PM « AirMed requested traffic A
control at LMH. Officer responded. ‘

Stoney & Judy Holmes
owner/operator

Finding a great

STANFORD)
PLUMBING

plumber doesn’t
have to be a
draining experience!

2

| Full Service in Sonora

Drain Cleaning - Fixture Repair & Replacement
Emergency Repairs « Water Heaters
Water, Sewer and Gas Re-piping « Fully Stocked Truck
NOW ACCEPTING CREDIT CARDS!

325-853-250

RELIABLE @
HIGH SPEED INTERNET

Your Local Licensed Plumber

Sonora ISD Menu Master Plumber M-38127

PK-5th : Free Breakfast
& $2.45 lunch
Middle & High School: $1.95
Breakfast & $2.85 lunch

*Menu Subject to Change

Monday January 9th
Breakfast
Sausage Kolache/Yogurt Or Cereal/
Crackers, 100% Fruit Juice, Fruit, Milk

Variety
Lunch T’
Pizza, Fiesta Bowl, or Chicken Fajita 5 0 N O R A
Salad WI - F I
- & WEST TEXAS

Garden Salad, Tiny Tomato Cup,
Peaches, Crispy Cereal Treat, Milk
Variety
After School Program
Muffin, Milk
Tuesday January 10th
Breakfast
Cinnamon Roll/Bacon Or Cereal/
Crackers, 100% Fruit Juice, Fruit, Milk
Variety
Lunch
Meatball Sub Sand. w/Potato
Rounds, Chili Cheese Combo, or
ChefSalad

RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL

VGl

TECHNOLOGY?®

325-223-3000

WWW.VGITECHNOLOGY.COM

Fresh Veggie Cup, Fresh Seasonal

Fruit, Choc./Vanilla Pudding, Milk 39th Annual
Variety
AarschoolProgrm CarrLeman Burr & FEMALE SaLE
12 Noon

Wednesday-January 11th
Breakfast
Breakfast Pizza Or Cereal/Crackers,
100% Fruit Juice, Fruit, Milk Variety
Lunch
Chicken Nuggets w/Mac and
Cheese, Asian Stir Fry w/Flat Bread www.cattlemansale.com

orSanta Fe Salad Adrian Knight Tx Lic #11102 Kelly Conley Tx Lic #9558
~ 903-452-7591 903-857-2594

Broccoli, Green Beans, Apple Slices,
Milk Variety
After School Program
Baked Chips, Juice
Thursday January 12th
Breakfast
Waffles/Sausage Or Cereal/Crackers,
100% Fruit Juice, Fruit, Milk Variety
Lunch
HB/Ch. Burger w/Hamburger
Garnish, Corn Dog or Crispy Chicken
Salad
Oven Fries, Baby Carrots, Fruit Cup,
Milk Variety
After School Program
Crackers, Cheddar Fish, Juice
Friday-January 13th
SCHOOL HOLIDAY

January 21,2017

El Campo Livestock Auction
El Campo,Texas

For information:

NEW NORTH TEXAS LOCATION

OFF HWY 380 - N 1/2 MILE FM156 - W. ON JACKSON

CDLTRUCK DRIVERS

REGIONAL POSITIONS AVAILABLE
Belly-Dump « End-Dump « Pneumatic

Well Maintained Trucks « Insurance Package « Driver Bonuses

For more information
Call us!

S==TRANSPORTATION=

Sponsored By: —
7 N\

)
Buck N Bass_( “g
Outdoor - !
Sporting Goods \*‘
& Sonora Air Cooled
Engines & Equipment
Rentals

325.387.3400
224 E. Main St. Sonora, Tx

Apply online
browntransportation.com
Oklahoma City, OK « Davis, OK « Denton, TX

] ALVIS F. JOHNSON
HOME HEALTH
& HOSPICE

308 Hudspeth 5t
Sonora, TX
325-387-1144

Home Health Services Hospica Services

Hesploe services otfared by A s F.Jehnson Home Health & Hospice Include medical

Home health services offered by Alvis . Johnson Home Haalth & Hospice include
medical services that must be provided by licensed medical professionals and
additional services toimprave your quality of ife

senvdces provded under tho guidanee of the maedical disector, whe i a licented
phyd clan Volunteers provice sddivens| services.

Services provided enger [T guigande of Serviges provided by voluneers:

+ SKilled Mursing . Education e meieal direc s - Grocery shoppingferrands
; o Fabatvecare . Trang i
+ Wourd Care + Feedingand $pacial Diet Trnsportation ta dactor
«  Medication reminders appalntments
+ Physical Therapy « Bating Grooming, and Hygiene o Bl sariicas + Lighthousehweping
+ SpeechTherapy « Moblicy Asslstance + Family support znd education - Grooming
« Medication Peminders + Toileting and 'ncontinerce Care +  Spiritual counsefirg and support =+ Meal prenatation
sErvices % !
+ Refizbilitation Laundry

+ Famiy bereavement counseling - Canversatizn and Companionship

Home health care services are covered by Medleare,
Hospice services are covered by Medicare.
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NOTICE OF CHANGE IN RURAL
HEALTH CLINIC OPERATIONS

As of December 31, 2016, Drs. Mark and Kristy Edwards will no longer
provide services at Clinic B, also known as Sonora Medical Clinic or Rural
Health Clinic. You may continue to seek care from other physicians at the
clinic and/or you may obtain a copy of your medical records from the Clinic.

Certain changes allowed by Texas laws and rules may be applicable to
any record requests.

MOVE-IN SPECIAL

$99 First Month's

The Landmark Apartments

103 Dollie - Sonora, TX 76950

1, 2, & 3 Bedrooms Available

Office located at 803 Crockett Ave.

325-387-2104 1=

Rent

Something on your mind?

Share it with us. We just might publish it.

The Devitt River News

224 E. Main Street - Sonora, TX 76950

editor@devilsriver.news

325.381.2507

Letters must be signed. Provide your name, address
and phone number for verification purposes.

You Looked!
So Will Your
custoers!

It pays to
advertise in

The Devils River News

SOLUTION TO PUZZLE ON PAGE 4
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"But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness,
Jaithfulness, gentleness and self-control.” - Galatians 5:22-23
First Baptist Church St. Ann Catholic Church Church of Christ
Matt Killough, Pastor Rev. Terry Brenon Roy Smalling
111 East Oak Street 311 W. Plum St. 304 North Water Ave.
(325) 387-2951 (325) 3872278 (325) 387-3190
Sunday School @ 9:45 am Saturday Mass 6:00 pm English Sunday Worship @ 11:00 and
Sunday Worship @ 10:45 am Sunday Mass @ 8:00 am @ 5:30 pm
Wednesday @ 6:00 Spanish and 10:30 am English KHOS 92.1 Radio 8:00 Sundays

St. John's Episcopal First United Methodist Presbyterian Church of the
Church Church Good Shepherd
404 East Poplar St. Bill Harris, Pastor Lewis Allen, Pastor
(325) 387-2955 205 North Water Ave. 401 East Mulberry St.
Sunday Services @ 10:30 am (325) 387-2466 (325) 387-2616
Sunday Worship @ 10:55 am Sunday Services @ 11:00 am
and 5:30 pm
Hope Lutheran Lighthouse
417 Southeast 2nd St. Don Longoria, Pastor
(325) 387-5366 1705 North Crockett Ave.
Sunday Worship @ 4:00 pm All Services Start @ 10:30 am
(325) 387-9100

Sponsored by:

Danny Meyer Photography

DannyMeyerPhoto.smugmug.com

325-716-9061

County Commissioners Approve

Resolution Opposing SearchTX

Sutton County Commis-
sioners approved a resolu-
tion opposing changes
made by Search TX during
a special meeting Tuesday,
December 27, 2016.

The resolution opposes
a proposal by the Office
of Court Administration
(OCA) to the supreme court
to provide court documents
and other information
through e-filing.

The new e-filing sys-
tem makes information
available through portals
and that information
remains available once it is
published.

The information may
be accessed, free of charge.
Thus, it takes away county
revenue collected by the
County Clerk's Office. The
Clerk's office collects a fee
to provide public informa-
tion, including county court
documents. The permanent
availability of information
online, once it is published,
also limits the county clerk
from information updates
and management.

Some personal and
sensitive information is
redacted by the county
clerk before documents
are made available to the
public.

Currently, the Sut-
ton County Clerk’s office
charges a fee to provide
public information, includ-
ing certificates, vital
records and county court
documents.

“We have paid the
money to be able to have the
software to make it acces-
sible to our constituents
and our attorneys, “County
Clerk Rachel Duran said.
“But, we need to collect a
fee to be able to maintain
that. This will take that
away.”

Commissioners
unanimously approved

aresolution opposition
stating, “It is in the best
interest of Sutton County
and our taxpayers to oppose
any change to the current
statues regarding care or
custody and control of any
records held by the county
and district clerk and to
any actions that would
result in the records being
centralized within any
other entity, be it public or
private and be it further
resolved we are opposed to
the amendment that would
repeal current statutes or
rules that authorize local
control by commissioners
court in the administration
of our duties concerning
records held by the county
and county district clerk
and how the county chooses
to offer those records to

the public we oppose any
diversion of existing county
revenue collected concern-
ing records held under local
control and statutes.”

In other business, the
court approved a bid from
Hunt Energy Enterprises
for the county’s electric ser-
vice. Hunt Energy secured
arate of .03842 per kilowatt
hour for service provided
by Green Mountain Electric
Supply over the next 36
months.

The new rate includes
nodal charges and reflects
a significant savings in
electric costs for the county
over the next three years.

Additionally, Commis-
sioners also approved Dr.
Charles Patjeska as the
local healthy authority.
Patjeska will continue to
serve as the local health
authority as he has over the
past years.

In regular business com-
missioners approved the
minutes of the December
12 regular meeting and the
December accounts payable

report as presented.

No auditor’s report was
made available and no busi-
ness was reported by the
comimissioners.

Before wrapping things
up, commissioners partici-
pated in an open discussion
regarding the Office of the
County Treasurer and its
future.

Judge Smith presented
the option to abolish the
office of the treasurer
upon the retirement of the
current treasurer Janalyn
Jones. Jones has made it
known her intentions to
retire at the end of her term
in two years.

Presently, 9 out of 54
counties in the state of
Texas have done away with
county treasurer positions
according to Smith and
Jones.

Since the State Legisla-
ture is set to meet in 2017,
this is the time to present
such a change in the coun-
ty’s infrastructure.

If they choose, the court
may present for the passing
of a legislative bill, voted on
by the state, for a Constitu-
tional amendment abolish-
ing the office of the Sutton
County Treasurer.

Without a separate
office, the duties of the
county treasurer would be
transferred to the County
Auditor’s office.

No action was taken.
Without further discussion,
the meeting was adjourned.

Judge Steve Smith pre-
sided over the meeting. Carl
Teaff, Fred Perez, Mike Vil-
lanueva and Bob Brockman
were present.

The next regular meet-
ing of the Sutton County
Commissioners Court is
slated for January 9, 2016
at 9:00 a.m. at the Sutton
County Annex Building.

FINCHER:

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

spent many hours on the
road with him, driving
behind a bus of football
players, traveling to and
from out of town games.

When W. W. “Bill”
Webster was elected Sutton
County Sheriff, in 1977,
Fincher joined him as a
deputy.

Their first big case
involved a nation-wide man-
hunt for a man who robbed
and shot another man, leav-
ing him for dead.

Fincher recalls the inci-
dent happening around the
start of deer season. Hunt-
ers found a victim by the
side of the road where he
lay severely wounded and
paralyzed from a gunshot
wound.

He crawled to the loca-
tion after spending three
days in the woods.

Fincher and Webster
searched and finally located
the fugitive. They both
flew to Casper, Wyoming to
bring him back to Sutton
County where he was found
guilty and sentenced to the
Texas State Penitentiary.
Later, that person was also
found guilty and sentenced
for a similar crime that he
committed in California.

“That’s a bad guy,”
Fincher said. “That’s what
Irefer to as a crook or a bad
guy. It’s good to get them off
the street.”

Following in Webster’s
footsteps, Fincher eventu-
ally ran for office and was
elected Sheriff in Novem-
ber of 2000 and began his
duties as Sheriff in January
2001.

Through the years, he
has nurtured the office,
helping it grow on many
levels including technology,
equipment and personnel.

“A lot has changed since
my first time with the Sher-
iff’s department,” Fincher
said. “In 1977, when Sheriff
Webster and I walked into
the Sutton County Sher-
iff’s office, located at the
old jail, we had a manual

typewriter and two worn
out patrol cars total. And,
pile of keys sat in the middle
of the table. It’s come a long
way since then.”

Fincher has earned
grant monies to help fund
necessary equipment and
supplies for the department.
He also kept a close eye
on the budget. Spending
money on things that the
department needed instead
of just wanted.

Of course, like any job,
Fincher admits that this
one has drawbacks too.

“Low pay, Fincher said.
“And, not being too popular
when you have to enforce
the law.”

He also confesses that
there have been a few times
when he was scared. Just
afew.

Aside from that, Fincher
said he would do it all
again.

Of course, none of it
would be possible without
his wife, Karen. He said he
owes her a debt of gratitude
for her unconditional love
and support throughout the
years. He said he thinks the
hardest part of all must be,
“just putting up with him.”

“I couldn’t have done it
without Karen,” Fincher
said. “It just wouldn’t have
worked. She has kept me
on the straight and nar-
row. She steered me along
in the direction that I was
supposed to do things - the
right way.”

Fincher and his wife
have been married almost
30-years and together, they
raised five children.

Karen said she admires
her husband describing
him as a good person and a
man of strong integrity.

“I knew he worked in
law enforcement when
Imarried him,” Karen
Fincher said. “I wouldn’t
have done it if I didn’t want
to. He is a good man."

They have countless
good memories to name
just one. However, she
remembers the year 2000 as

one of the best. That year
Fincher was elected Sheriff
shortly before the Broncos
won the State Football
Championship.

"That was a good year,"
Fincher said.

As for the long hours
and worrying about his
safety from time to time,
Karen said she didn’t mind
his demanding schedule of
long hours and unpredict-
able events.

“He is the perfect person
for this job,” Karen said.
“Anybody who knows him
knows that. I am proud of
him and the respect that so
many people have for him.”

And, although he didn’t
encourage any of his chil-
dren to follow in his foot-
steps, they did.

Three of Fincher’s
sons perform duties in law
enforcement.

Ty Fincher works as a
jailer for Sutton County.
Tracy Fincher is the Assis-
tant Police Chief for the San
Angelo Police Department
and Joel “Tate” Fincher
also works for the SAPD as
a K-9 officer.

His stepson, Kent McA-
nally, is an oil field worker
and lives in Sweetwater and
his stepdaughter, Kendra
Vyvlecka, lives in Sonora.

As for anyone looking
at a career in law enforce-
ment, Fincher said, “It’s
going to be a challenge.
The pay is poor. You’re not
going to get rich or advance
quickly. And, it’s going to
be a hard road trying to
keep up. But, it would be
rewarding for the right
individual.”

As for him and the
future, Fincher said he will
continue to go to the Sonora
Broncos football games,
take his grandson fishing
and even go to the grocery
store once in a while.

Mostly, Fincher is look-
ing forward to days when
life is a little less demand-
ing and he can do whatever
he wants to do whenever he
wants to do it.
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Devir’s River News Crassirien Aps

To Place A Classified Ad, Call Or Come By Our Office...We'll Be Happy To Help You!
387-2507 =
MANUFACTURED HOMES @) EMPLOYMENT

SPECIAL GOVERNMENT PROGRAM! LENDERS OFFER-
ING ZERO DOWN FOR LANDOWNERS! WELL AND SEPTIC
AVAILABLE! CALL 325-617-7869. B29TFN

ED). EMPLOYMENT

IMMEDIATE OPENING

for a Home Health RN Case Manager to
cover Ozona, TX and its surrounding territory.

FOR RENT

FOR RENT - 2BR/1BATH - 106 CENTRAL AVE. - $450/MONTH
WATER INCLUDED - CALL MAIN STREET REALTY 325-387-6115

EMPLOYMENT NOTICE

The City of Sonora is taking applications for
an Operator at the Wastewater Plant. Quali-
fied applicant must have a Class C Wastewater
Certification or a college degree. Applicant
must be able to pass a physical exam and drug
screen. Benefits include Retirement, Health
and Life Insurance, Vacation, Sick Leave and
Holiday pay. All applicants are subject to a
criminal background check. Applications will
be accepted until the position is filled. For fur-
ther information, applicants can call City Hall
at (325)387-2558. The City of Sonora is an Equal

HUNTING LEASED

FATHER WITH TWO SONS LOOKING FOR RANCH TO LEASE
HUNTING RIGHTS JAMES TERRY 281-302-9966.

CORPORATION SEEKING A DEER LEASE. LOOKING FOR AXIS
DEER. MINIMUM OF 5000 ACRES. MLD. CONTACT BOB AT
RITAJOHNSTON@GMAIL.COM 575-740-3458 TFN

Competitive Pay
Paid Time Off

Flexible Scheduling
Medical/ Dental/ Vision Benefits

Rummage Sale

401(k) with Matching Medicare 5 Star Rating Opportunity Employer.
WW/W Apply Online at carterhealthcare.com
Send R to:
QZAR’;[:ER ?éui?s@ciil::::e:lthcare.com
— EMPLOYMENT NOTICE
January 14, 2017 . L .
8:00 AM - 5:00 PM Wildlife Techinician Trainee
: T O SERVICES Position Vacancies

More than 300 Items!!!

3 Positions Open

Duty Station: Rocksprings, Texas

These positions will be 40 hours per week for a period
of six months.

Housing will be furnished and pay will be at a rate of
$7.50 per hour or better depending on funding.

Sykes Brothers
Dozer Service

St. Ann's Catholic Church
Altar Society

.v-
Fence Building, Pens Built, Y ﬂr’ | ﬂ : Applicants will be required to have graduated High
St. Ann's Parish Hall Right-of-Ways, Fire Lanes, _ == L. ] School or have completed a GED.
311 W. Plum Street Ranch Roads, Dirt Tanks Built, é ¥ , Applicants will be required to pass a background
Sonora. Texas Cedar and Mesquite Control, & 7 check and to have a current Texas Driver's License.
v

Since this is a career training position, in cooperation
with Texas Workforce Services there are some special
requirements as to present income and government
assistance to be eligible.

Duties: Trainees will receive detailed classroom
instruction on wildlife damage identification,
wildlife control techniques and methods, such as
how to use various types of traps, snares, toxicants,
and support of aerial operations. When trainees

have reached a level of competence they will be
assigned to assist local wildlife specialist in the daily
operation of their duties. They must accomplish

an acceptable level of accomplishment and will be
evaluated as they progress through the program.
Upon completion of the program they will receive a
certificate of completion which will give them special
consideration if they chose to continue a career in
the field of wildlife damage management. Full time
positions are regularly advertised in most states on a
regular basis.

Applications/Resumes will be accepted by the
following locations: Uvalde District Office 122 North
East Street, Uvalde, TX 78801. Tel. 830.278.4464 Fax.
830.278.1472

Grubbing and Raking, Weed

Control, Spraying, Pits Covered \'

325.277.4066 Go Broncos!

NOON TUESDAY Classified Deadline
Classified 20 words $5%

X

T

Local subscriptions include our e-Edition!

Get a digital replica of the
newspaper delivered to your
email inbox, hot off the press.

Winter Permian Basin

ABSOLUTE PUBLIC AUCTION
January 18, 2017 ,
10 am Start Time — K
2012 County Rd, C2831 ; >
Stanton (Midland), TX 79782

Featuring: Construction Equipment, Oil Field Equipment and Trucks
Consignment Deadline: Friday, January 13, 2017 at 4 PM

Call 1-844-450-6200 JM

www.jeffmartinauctioneers.com
TXAL#17188 AUCTIDNEERS, INC.

==

www.devilsriver.news
WE Bu OIL, GAS, &
MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)

Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422
LOBO MINERALS, LLC

PO Box 1800 « Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

CDL DRIVERS WANTED AVIATION TRAINING CDL DRIVERS WANTED

DRIVER- CDL A TRAINING.

HUDSON PROPERTIES

Offices serving the Sonora, Ozona, Eldorado and San Angelo areas

info@msr-hp.com (325)387-6115

NEW LISTING

B

302 SE Water Street — Sonora, Texas
$95,000

This 100+ year old 2BR/1B home isideally located near Historic Downtown
Sonorawith excellent commercial potential. Itis located on alarge corner
lot with a metal roof. The homefeatures 11' beaded wood ceilings, original
hardwood floors, AC/CH, fireplace and an automatic sprinkler system.

View all listings at www.msr-hudsonproperties.com

CDL TRUCK DRIVERS WANTED.
Belly Dump. End-Dump. Pneumatic.
Well Maintained Trucks. Insurance
Package. Driver Bonuses.
Call now. 1-405-942-4658.
www.browntransportation.com
Oklahoma City.OK.Davis.OK.Denton. TX.
INSURANCE AGENTS WANTED
Earn $500 A DAY: Lincoln Herit-
age Life Insurance Wants
Insurance Agents. Leads, No
Cold Calls. Commissions Paid
Daily. Agency Training. Life
License Required.
Call 1-888-713-6020.
SAWMILLS FOR SALE
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00-
MAKE & SAVE MONEY with
your own bandmill- Cut lumber
any dimension.In stock ready
to ship! FREE info/DVD: www.

NorwoodSawmills.com, 1-800-
578-1363, Ext.300N.

AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAINING
— Get FAA certification. Approved
for military benefits. Financial
Aid if qualified. Job placement
assistance. Call Aviation Institute
of Maintenance.

1-800-475-4102.

HELP WANTED MISC FOR SALE

Entry Level Heavy Equipment
Operator Career. Get trained-
Get certified-Get hired! Bull-
dozers, Backhoes & Excavators.
Immediate Lifetime Job Place-

ment.VA Benefits.
1-866-362-6497.

HEALTH
MALE ENHANCEMENT+ E.D.
SOLUTIONS Cheaper Than
Viagra or Cialis.Gain 1-3 Inches
Permanently.30-Day Money Back
Guarantee.FREE Brochure:1-619

294-7777 ,www.DrJoelKaplan.com.

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We urge readers to use caution and when in doubt,

$50-$1000 Incentive Bonus.
No Out of pocket Tuition Cost!.
Get Your CDL in 22 Days.

6 Day Refresher Courses
Available. Minimum 21 Years.
1-855-755-5545. EOE.
www.klimdrivhgacademy.com.

WANTED 10 Homes needing
ROOFS, SIDING/WINDOWS -
Government set aside * Up to
$25,000 per household for
improvements. No money down
Payments $59/Mo.

For details. 1-866-668-8681*wac

Run Your Ad In TexSCAN!

Statewide Ad.................... $550
239 Newspapers, 617,408 Circulation
North Region Only........ $250
69 Newspapers, 165,558 Circulation
South Region Only ....... $250
85 Newspapers, 267,744 Circulation
West Region Only......... $250

85 Newspapers, 184,106 Circulation

To Order: Call this Newspaper
direct, or call Texas Press Service
at 1-800-749-4793 Today!

contact the Texas Attorney General at 1-800-621-0508 or the Federal Trade Commission at 1-877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop

Extend your advertising reach with TexSCAN, your Statewide Classified Ad Network.

All real estate advertised herein is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, which makes it illegal to advertise “any preference, limitation or discrimination because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status, or national
origin, or intention to make any such preference, limitation or discrimination.” State and local laws forbid discrimination based on factors in addition to those protected under federal law. We will not knowingly accept any advertis-
ing for real estate which is in violation of the law. All persons are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised are available on an equal opportunity basis.
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Mary Tatum Classic

SONORA v.
OZONA

35-48

LADY BRONCOS

DECEMBER 30, 2016

Sonora 03-07-12-13=35
Ozona 18-13-04-13=48

SCORERS: Angela Gonzales 2;
Audry Nolen 1; Carly Brown 1;
Keeley Moore 8; Riley Walker 21;
Rivers Martinez 2.

SONORA v.
GRAPE CREEK

31-54

Sonora 05-07-12-07=31
GrapeCreek12-10-10-22=54

SCORERS: Angela Gonzales 2;
Audry Nolen 17; Carly Brown 2;
Keeley Moore 6; Riley Walker 4.

“mf S — g

Avery Leamon cuts around a player on her way to the net during
a game between the Lady Broncos and Christoval on December 9,
2016. The Lady Broncos participated in the Reagan County Mary
Tatum Classic during the holiday break December 29 and 30.
KIMBERLEY MEYER | THE DEVIL'S RIVER NEWS

LADY BRONCOS

SONORA v.
PECOS

29-49

DECEMBER 29, 2016

Sonora 04-08-09-08=29
Pecos 08-13-10-18 =49

SCORERS: Angela Gonzales 1;
Audry Nolen 10; Carly Brown 2;
Keeley Moore 4; Riley Walker 12.

SONORA v.
STANTON

27 -78

Sonora 11-06-05-05 =27
Stanton 25-23-16-14 =78

SCORERS: Angela Gonzales 1;
Audry Nolen 2; Carly Brown 4;
Keeley Moore 5; Riley Walker 15.

Jackilyn Sykes goes for a lay-up and 2 points during a game between
Sonora and Brackett on December 9, 2016. The Lady Broncos
competed against area high schools in the recent Reagan County
Mary Tatum Classic December 29 and 30.

KIMBERLEY MEYER | THE DEVIL'S RIVER NEWS

Hurd on the Hill: Priorities for a Second Term

Making Government More Responsible, Efficient and Accountable

As we welcome a new
year and a new legislative
session, my team and I are
ready for another success-
ful term.

The 115th Congress
offers a fresh start for
many legislative reforms
that lawmakers have been
working towards for years.
Together, the new Congress
has the opportunity to
achieve major national
benchmarks like replac-
ing Obamacare with truly
affordable patient-centered
care; making our tax code
fairer, flatter and simpler;
and rolling back the over-
whelming regulations
that stifle job growth and
innovation, among others.
I'm hopeful and excited
to work together with my
colleagues to make govern-
ment more responsive,

efficient, and accountable
for all Americans.

It has always been my
highest priority to keep
Americans safe from harm.
As our relationship with
Russia becomes increas-
ingly complicated, ISIS con-
tinues to terrorize the west-
ern world, and we become
progressively dependent
on secure online systems,
the need is greater than
ever to continue authoring

national security and cyber-

security legislation to keep
Americans safe.

T am also committed
to continuing to offer my
constituents the Gold
Standard when it comes to
two-way communication
and the services that my
office provides. As evidence
of this, in the last two years
I responded to over 50,000

constituent letters, helped
over 1,000 constituents
with casework, and hosted
over 400 public meetings
throughout the district. My
constituents can expect this
standard as long as [ have
the honor of representing
you, and I look forward to
thousands more opportuni-
ties to interact, hear your
opinions, and help you with
federal agencies.

In addition to those
continued goals, the 115th
Congressional session
offers an opportunity to
improve trade deals and
strengthen relations with
Texas’s number one trad-
ing partner—Mexico.

My district includes over
800 miles of the Texas-
Mexico border, and I am
dedicated to finding ways
to upgrade NAFTA so

that border communities
from Eagle Pass to El Paso
can continue to thrive
economically.

On top of this,Iam
looking forward to work-
ing with my colleagues to
make healthcare affordable
by empowering patients,
not bureaucrats; to provide
regulatory relief for mil-
lions of Texas businesses;
and to clean up the VA so
that our veterans can count
on receiving the care that
they have earned.

We certainly have our
work cut out for us, but we
are armed with a new Con-
gress and a clean slate. I am
optimistic for the progress
we will make over the next
two years with a united
government, and excited for
what we will accomplish
together.

Statewide Poll Shows Nursing Homes at Tipping Point

Funding, other issues during legislative session to determine direction of long term care in state

(AUSTIN, Texas) —
Texas nursing homes are
underfunded and facing a
crisis — but that’s no sur-
prise to Texans.

A recent survey con-
ducted by Opinion Access, a
NY-based polling firm, thru
support from the American
Health Care Association
shows that 81 percent of
Texans agree nursing
homes in Texas are facing
a crisis because the state
is not adequately funding
them.

“These results are
alarming, but not surpris-
ing,” said Kevin Warren,
president and CEO of the
Texas Health Care Associa-
tion, which advocates for
better skilled nursing care.
“Texas has shortchanged
seniors now for nearly 20
years, and the strain is
really starting to show.”

To the 41 percent of Tex-
ans who reported visiting
a skilled nursing facility
in the last year, the issue is
personal. The evidence of

the state’s chronic under-
funding of long term care,
is abundant.

High staff turnover —
as much as 94 percent for
registered nurses — means
there’s always a new face
taking care of loved ones.
Current funding levels
make it difficult to invest
in facility renovations or
new equipment. And a
recent in-depth study of
nursing home inspections
shows as nursing home
care continues to improve
across the nation, Texas
islagging. Texas posted a
nearly 20-percent increase
in the total number of
health deficiencies cited
in nursing home surveys
and a 3-percent increase
in severe deficiencies from
2010 to 2014.

“Texas can do better
than that,” Warren said.
“The good news out of this
poll is that 74 percent of
Texans say funding for
nursing homes to care for
low-income seniors is just

as important as spending
on transportation, water
and education. We’ve got
the will to fix this.”

The poll also revealed 80
percent of Texans say they
support lawmakers who
oppose additional Medicaid
cuts to nursing homes and
that the state should look
elsewhere to balance the
budget. “Texans are fiscal
conservatives, but they
think it’s important to look
after the elderly and most
vulnerable among us,” War-
ren said.

Other findings from the
survey include:

« 58 percent of Texans
say they would be less
likely to vote for a legislator
who voted to cut millions
in Medicaid payments to
nursing homes and skilled
nursing centers

« 79 percent would sup-
port a proposal to allow
Texas nursing homes to
receive additional funding
from the federal govern-
ment without costing the

state budget

* 65 percent say insur-
ance companies should not
be allowed to discontinue
contracting with nursing
homes possibly forcing resi-
dents covered by these com-
panies to move to another
facility

« 70 percent believe a
nursing should be allowed
to correct errors before
being fined

» And 53 percent oppose
changing the law to allow
someone with a concealed
handgun license to carry
a concealed handgunina
nursing home

Warren said his orga-
nization will use this new
data as they prepare for the
start of the 85th Texas Leg-
islature in January. “We’ve
got innovative plans to
improve the quality of care
in Texas nursing homes
that won’t cost a penny of
the state’s general fund,”
Warren said. “Thisisa
crisis that Texas can easily
avoid.”

Annslee Ramseyer was awarded first place for her coloring artin the
children 1-5- years category of the Sonora Bank Christmas Coloring

Contest. | COURTESY PHOTO

Sonora Bank Hosts Ist Annual
Christmas Colormg Contest

Younsters in the com-
munity ranging in age
from one year to eighteen
years participated in the
first annual Sonora Bank
Christmas coloring contest
this past December.

The winners in each
of three categories were
announced on December
21st. All three received a
$25 gift certificate in addi-
tion to a bag full of goodies
from the bank.

First, Annslee
Ramseyer earned the top
award for her coloring
talent in the ages 1-5 years
competition.

Next, Melissa Mota

showed up her competitors
taking first place in the
ages 6-11 years category.
Finally, Fernanda Gonzales
wowed the judges with her
coloring talent in the ages
12-18-years group.

The three categories
offered an opportunity for
youngsters to compete at
alevel appropriate to their
age group.

Sonora Bank Vice Presi-
dent Tonya Brown said
although it is a new event
this year for the bank to
host, she is pleased with the
turnout and she hopes that
it will continue to grow in
the future.

Melissa Mota was awarded first place for her coloring art in the
children, ages 6-11 years, category for the Sonora Bank Coloring

Contest.

.
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Fernanda Gonzales, was awarded first place for her coloring art in
the youth ages 12-18 category for Sonora Bank Coloring Contest.

| COURTESY PHOTO




