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Grand jury indicts Mclnroe for hit-and-run

By Brittany Barrientos/The University Daily
left the scene.

The man who allegedly hit and killed Texas Tech
sophomore Kedric Hobbs with his pickup truck was indicted
Monday and still is in the Lubbock County Jail.

A Lubbock grand jury in the 137th District Court in-
dicted Jason Dean Mclnroe.

First Assistant District Attorney Matt Powell said he
deals with all cases where a death is involved, and McInroe
faces charges of failure to stop and render aid and aggravated
assault.

According to the indictment, Mclnroe intentionally
and knowingly drove a vehicle involved in an accident

Mclnroe used and exhibited a deadly weapon — a
motor vehicle — in the manner of its use and intended
use was capable of causing death and seriously bodily
injury, according to the indictment.

Powell said although Hobbs was killed, the
charges against McInroe are not expected to go
any higher than aggravated assault.

“That’s as high as it gets,” he said. “He can’t get
murder, that’s an intent issue.”

According to the original police report, Hobbs and a  not a factor in the incident.

friend were riding their bikes around the 7800 block of 4%

resulting in Hobbs’ death, and intentionally and knowingly =~ Street when a pickup truck allegedly driven by Mclnroe

struck and killed Hobbs.

According to the report, Mclnroe left the scene, and

Hobbs was taken to University Medical Center, where
he later died. ;

Sgt. Phil Johnson of the Lubbock Police Depart-
ment said a4 witness took down the license plate
number of the pickup truck. McInroe was located

and taken into custody for previous warrants of
running a stop sign and not having insurance.

Center’s pediatric clinic in honor of Dr. Seuss’s 101st birthday Wednesday afternoon.

Dr. Seuss’s 1015t birthday brings celebration, books to Health Sciences Center patients

By Jeremy Martin/The University Daily

The program also gives the doctors at the clinic books to send home with  room in streamers and passing out birthday cake to the children.
Camp said her parents read her Dr. Seuss’ books when she was a child

their patients to encourage parents to read to their children daily.
The program celebrated Dr. Seuss’ birthday as a part of the National
Education Association’s Read Across America Day by decorating the waiting

ibby Camp, director of the Red Raider Readers program, said she hated reading “The Cat in the Hat” as a child.
“I thought he was mean and rude, and he was going to get those kids in trouble,” she said.
However, the Readers celebrated Dr. Seuss’ 101st birthday Wednesday. The program is designed to give children an early introduction to
reading by providing children’s books for the waiting room of the Texas Tech Health Sciences Center’s pediatric clinic. Volunteers with the
‘program come into the clinic and read to the children waiting to see the doctor. :

READING continued on page 7

Powell said the charges with which McInroe will be

LINC ARMES/The University Daily
ALLISON WHITE, A senior psychology major from DeKalb, reads a Dr. Seuss book to children at the Texas Tech University Health Sciences

charged are typical for hit-and-run incidents. He said as
intent is hard to determine, proving McInroe purposefully
hit Hobbs will be difficult. :

“We are kind of hindered by the law,” he said.

The punishments for the charges are two to 20 years in
a state penitentiary, a fine up to $10,000, or two to 10 years
probation.

Mclnroe’s bail is set at $100,000, and Powell said he
believes McInroe will stay in jail until the trial begins.

“We’re not going to let him out,” he said. “He could
have a hearing with the judge to lower his bail, but we’re
not going to lower it.”

Mclnroe’s trial date has not yet been set.

According to the police report, alcohol was

==\ | Students for Social Justice
discuss military recruitment

By Brittany Barrientos/The University Daily

Students for Social Justice held a meeting Wednesday night with the
intention of informing younger students of the impracticalities of joining
military forces solely because they are highly recruited.

Brian Platt, a senior history and political science major from San An-
tonio, was the leader of the meeting and said he believes it is necessary as
military recruiters more aggressively target minorities and minority-based
areas than upper socioeconomic areas.

Platt said he works at Dunbar Junior High School, which is on the
east side of Lubbock. He said some of the middle school students he works

MILITARY continued on page 7

ANDREW WEATHERL/The University Daily
COOPER CROWEY, A sophomore anthropology major from Allen,
discusses military recruitment procedures at the T.J. Patterson Library
Wednesday night. :

PICKING

DAVID JOHNSON/The University Daily
KTXT-FM 88.1 D] Kate Anderson, a senior marketing major from Paris,
talks with other station members to plan rules for capture the flag in

- Memorial Circle Wednesday afternoon. The large stuffed flowers served
as flags, placed at Holden hall and the Chemistry building.
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Restaurants near campus geared toward students

By Jeff Thomas/Contributing Whriter

Restaurants lining University Avenue across
from Texas Tech are known tQ gear themselves
toward college students by modifying prices and
food selection because of their location.

Dustin Harbert, an employee for Pinocchio’s
Pizza on University Avenue across from Tech,
said they do not get as many sales as their loca-
tion on 50% Street because of to whom they are
reaching out.

“Our store appeals more to the college stu-
dents rather than the family,” Harbert said. “The
other stores get more business because they are
appealing to families and their delivery area is
much bigger than ours.”

Scott Harris, assistant manager at One Guy
from Italy Pizza, said because they are directing
their services toward college students, the pizza
parlor has a different menu than its other loca-
tion on 50% Street. -

“We are more of a pizza joint geared to the
college kids,” he said. “We have different menus
with different prices. The (50 Street location)
doesn’t sell pizza by the slice like our location

Weather

given them the second largest sales of all five Lub-
bock Subways.

“We have the second most sales to the one on
4% and Frankford,” Barger said. “And that has a lot
to do with the new apartment complexes around
here and the University Plaza.”

Barger said having the shop location across from
Sneed and Bledsoe residence halls also contributes
to the amount of business the restaurant receives.

“We are very close to campus for the students
living in the dorms,” she said. “But it’s no wonder
why we rank so high among the Subways in Lub-
bock — our customer service is top notch.”

Drew Paxton, an architecture major from Mid-
land, said he eats at these restaurants for multiple
reasons.

“Well first, they have pretty good food with
reasonable prices,” he said. “But what I really like
about eating over there is that it’s a student envi-
ronment so I feel very comfortable there. And it’s
easy when I find discounts in Tech coupon books
to just walk on over there and eat.”

Brandon Stokes, a journalism major from Mes-

does. They are more like an Italian kitchen with
more real Italian cuisine because their restaurant
is more family oriented.”

Some students and restaurant representa-
tives said convenience is the main factor for
business.

Brian Myrosh, an exercise and sport sciences
major from Fort Worth, said the restaurants
across the street from Tech are in a good loca-
tion.

“It’s real convenient being right across from
campus,” he said. “When I get out of class [ can
just walk over there real quick and eat.”

Myrosh said he also likes to frequent the
restaurants on University Avenue because
the employees recognize what a commodity
students are.

“They know students give them a lot of their
business so they accommodate them and not jack
up the prices,” he said. “I can go into Pinocchio’s
with $5 bill and eat their buffet and get a free
drink with a college ID.” )

Rudy Barger, an employee of the Subway
sandwich shop on University Avenue, said the -
restaurants’ location and quality of service has

RESTAURANTS continued on page 7
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College donations Greenspan suggests Al-Qaida could be
increase 3.4 percent quick U. S. finance fix seeking bio weapons

(AP) — After two years without
growth, charitable contributions to
U.S. colleges and universities rose
3.4 percent last year to a record
$24.4 billion, according to a report
released Wednesday.

The increase was driven by a
9.7 percent increase in giving from
individual donors, including a 21.5
percent surge in giving by non-
alumni individuals. That offset a
6.1 percent decline in giving by
foundations.

Among alumni, total giving
rose slightly, but the percentage of
alumni donating fell, as it has every
year since 2001.

Harvard University led the list
by raising $540 million, according
to the latest annual survey by the
Council for Aid to Education, a unit
of the RAND Corporation. UCLA,
10th overall, raised the most of any
public university — $262 million.

The University of Texas at
Austin received more than $252.1
million, putting it atop the list in
Texas and 12th overall.

WASHINGTON (AP)
— Federal Reserve Chairman
Alan Greenspan urged Congress
Wednesday to move quickly to
fix the financing problems in
Social Security and Medicare,
arguing that delay will only make
the country’s budgetary problems
more severe.

Greenspan again endorsed
the key part of President Bush’s
Social Security overhaul to set
up private accounts. He said
Congress needed to do other
things to put Social Security
and Medicare on a more sound
financial footing given the im-
pending retirement of 78 million
baby boomers.

While saying Congress should
move quickly to consider pos-
sible benefit cuts for Social
Security and Medicare before
the baby boomers begin retiring,
Greenspan, as he did a month
ago, urged a go-slow approach
to setting up Bush’s proposed
private accounts.

LYON, France (AP) — The
New York City police depart-
ment is “very concerned” that
al-Qaida is pursuing efforts to
obtain chemical, biological or
nuclear weapons, a senior official
said Wednesday.

~ Michael Sheehan, the NYPD’s

counterterrorism commissioner, |’

said officials know that Osama bin
Laden’s terror network is search-
ing for biological weaponry and
it appears to have sympathizers
with medical and scientific back-
grounds who could handle them.

“We are very concerned they
are still trying to seek chemical,
biological or radiological weap-
ons,” he told reporters on the
sidelines of an Interpol conference
on bioterrorism in Lyon, south-
eastern France.

“We don’t have any informa-
tion that at this time they have
that capability, but we do know
they’re trying to get it,” Sheehan
said of al-Qaida, declining to
provide specifics.
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Vampire class breathes life
into classroom curriculum

By Kelly Gooch/

ke Chiversicy Dally land, said he took the vampire

class last semester. He took the
class because he thought it would
be interesting and he had friends
who were taking it.

“I think it’s good to have some
off-beat classes occa-
sionally,” he said.

Anotherreason
he took the class
was because it
would satisfy

his humani-

It may seem to some students
that classes suck the fun out of
college. One class, however, sucks
excitement back into the college
curriculum by studying
famous blooddraining
demons.

Jennifer Sun-
seri, assistant
professor in
the Russian

program, ties require-
said she ment, Hayes
has been said;- and
teaching ia the class was

more interest-
ing than his
other classes.

class about vampires
at Texas:Tech since

1999; however, it

has evolved since Hayes said
it began. he would not
Sunseri said in recommend

the class to students who
are not into history be-

cause they learn a lot about
Eastern European culture.

The actual belief in vampires,
Sunseri said, comes from Eastern
Europe, and vampires became a
big part of Western Europe, mainly
France and England, in the 19th
century. :

It was not until the 20th cen-

her class, students
compare Eastern Euro-
pean views to American
views of vampires, which also is
a way to compare cultures.

The vampire class is a multi-
media class that counts as a
multicultural or humanities
reqirement, she said.

Drew Hayes, a sophomore
journalism major from Neder-

tury that vampires became popular
in America, she said.

Many students who take the
class find they identify with the
vampire, Sunseri said.

“It tells us a lot more about
ourselves,” she said.

Approximately 10 out of the
110 students who sign up for the
class drop it because they approach
the class expecting it to be less de-
manding than it is, Sunseri said.

“I don’t take it personally,” she
said.

Some students are more in-
terested in vampire slayers such
as the character played by Sarah
Michelle Gellar in the TV show
“Buffy the Vampire Slayer” than
in vampires themselves, Sunseri
said.

There are vampire clubs in
Dallas with people who dress like
vampires, and some who take the
folklore to the extreme sometimes
get their teeth filed down to re-
semble fangs, Sunseri said. These
people desire to be in a social
group without being part of the
mainstream, she said.

There are also people who
believe they are vampires and
treat the belief as an established
religion, Sunseri said.

Bill Gates ‘delighted’ to

LONDON (AP) — One of
the world’s richest men got a new
acquisition Wednesday: an honor-
ary knighthood.

Proclaiming himself “humbled
and delighted,” Microsoft founder
Bill Gates received the accolade
from Queen’ Elizabeth II in a
private ceremony at Buckingham
Palace.

As an American, Gates is not
entitled to use “Sir” before his name,
but he can put the initials “K.B.E.”
— Knight Commander of the Brit-
ish Empire — after it.

The 49-year-old billionaire was
honored for his charitable activities
around the world and his contri-
bution to high-tech enterprise in
Britain.
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be knighted

Past recipients of the honorary
knighthood range from Irish singer
Bob Geldof to former President
Ronald Reagan.

“This honor is particularly poi-
gnant given the deep connections
Microsoft enjoys with the United
Kingdom,” said Gates, whose com-
pany employs about 2,000 people
in Britain. Gates has an estimated
wealth of $48 billion.

Gates’ honor was announced
in January 2004, but a “mutually
convenient” date to recejve it had

~not been available until now.

British recipientsof kmghthoods
are entitled to be addressed with a

“Sir” before their names. The honor

was long the preserve of senior
soldiers, judges and other servants
of the state, but recent years have
seen the creation of Sir Paul Mc-
Cartney, Sir Mick Jagger and Sir
Elton John.

“It’s a great honor to have the
association with this country and
receive an award like this,” Gates
said as he and his wife, Melinda,
stood under black umbrellas out-
side the palace, holding his silver
medallion in a small black box with
velvet lining.

His wife described the queen as
“engaging” company and said they
found plenty to talk about on is-
sues such as health problems in the
developing world, the avian flu and
their shared interest in travel.
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Hanson elected, graduate senator seat still undetermined

By Brandi Fleming/The University Daily

Election results for Student Senate seat run-offs and vice
president for graduate affairs candidates were
posted Wednesday night, and still no graduate
senators have been elected.

Bari Sadler and Noe De La Sancha tied with
30.49 percent of the votes. The first election
resulted in a four-way tie for the last graduate
senate seat.

“There is nothing in the election code to
handle a situation like this,” Alisa Abuzeineh,
vice president for graduate affairs, said. “Ethan
Logan, the election commissioner, will have to
research this and see what we need to do.”

Logan will call the two winning candidates
to ask if one of them wants to concede, she
said.

“If one conceded then that would make it
very easy, but if not then we have to research it further and find
an answer to the problem,” Abuzeineh said.

“I just hope I do a good enough job that people are glad they
elected me,” he said.
The Student Government Association

Students who still need to make appeals for their organizations
should contact a senator as soon as possible, Harmon said.
David Kidwell, head of the budget and finance

will hold a regularly scheduled student senate
meeting at 7 p.m. today in
room 101 of the Electrical
Engineering building to dis-
cuss new legislation and the
allocation of funds to student
organizations.

According to the alloca-
tion list, 93 undergraduate
student organizations are be-
ing considered for funding, as
are 17 graduate organizations.

Casey Harmon, SGA jour-
nal clerk, said the list will be
read at the meeting but will
not be discussed. The budget

just hope I do

a good enough job
that people are

glad they

elected me

— JOHN HANSON
Newly Elected Vice President
of Graduate Affairs

committee, said the interviews with student orga-
nizations were finished Monday.

“This is the one bill that absolutely must be
passed every year and we have worked very hard
on it,” he said. “Every year some student orga- -
nizations have to go through appeals, but those
will not be heard at this meeting on Thursday,
it will be at the next meeting when the bill can
be amended.”

Senate Resolution 40.34 will be discussed con-
cerning the formation of a committee to create a
seal for the student senate.

Don Dyal, dean of the library, will speak at the
meeting in reference to the printing fees recently
implemented on campus.

“Dyal will be speaking to the senate and any-

and finance committee has
interviewed all the student organizations who requested funding
and have made a list of amounts to be allocated to each of the

one else who attends the opening remarks part if
the meeting,” Harmon said.
* A'new senator will be assigned to the historical committee dur-

John Hanson was elected as the new vice president of graduate
affairs with 70 percent of the vote.
Hanson said he was glad to be given the opportunity to serve

in the position.

organizations, she said.

“The legislation will be read again at our next meeting at the end
of March, and it will be discussed and amended then,” she said. “At
the third meeting in April the bill will actually be voted on.”

ing the meeting, Harmon said.

“A senator had to resign from the historical committee and
we are going to pull a new senator from the law school to fill that

position,” she said.

Madrid bombing suspect had sketch of New York rail

MADRID, Spain (AP) — A
suspect in the Madrid train bombings
was found to possess a sketch and
technical details about Grand Central
Terminal in New York, U.S. officials
confirmed Wednesday.

The sketch and data were on a
computer disk seized about two weeks
after the March 11 train bombings
in Madrid that killed 191 people last
year, the newspaper El Mundo said.

In New York, Mayor Michael
Bloomberg said the FBI had informed
the police department about the ex-
istence of the data on the computer
and the city responded by tightening

security at transit centers.

“We've known about the data on
the computer for a long time,” said
Bloomberg, interviewed on WBLS
Radio.

“We’ve taken the appropriate
steps ‘back when’ to beef up security
atall of the major transportation hubs
— train stations and airports and bus
stations, places where you say if a ter-
rorist wanted to attack, they would,”
Bloomberg said. ‘ :

“We looked at all of our trans
portation facilities, and wa-think
we've taken appropriate steps. ... It’s
sad we're in a world where you have

to worry about it, but you do,” he
added.

Spanish police gave the disk to the
U.S. agents from the FBI and CIA
in December once they understood
the scope of the technical data, the
report said.

A U.S. Embassy official confirmed
that American law enforcement
authorities received information re-
lated to Grand Central Terminal from
Spanish authorities in December. The
official declined to go into detail.

A Spanish police official said
Spanish and U.S. authorities do not
lend much credibility to the sketch,

saying it is not even clear it is sup-
posed to be a picture of Grand Central
Terminal.

The police official, who spoke on
condition of anonymity, confirmed
the sketch was found in the home of
Mouhannad Almallah, a Syrian who
was arrested in Madrid on March 24
but later released, although he is still
considered a suspect.

Almallah was questioned over
his alleged ties to two suspects jailed
in connection with the attack after
witnesses placed them aboard trains
targeted in the string of 10 bombs, El
Mundo said.
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BTK evidence search continues

WICHITA, Kan. (AP) — As
Dennis Rader was formally
charged with 10 counts of first-
degree murder in the BTK se-
rial killings, investigators used
metal detectors to search for new
evidence along roads in Rader’s
suburban hometown.

Sheriff Gary Steed said the
Park City search was sparked
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by new information from the
task force investigating the
serial killings. He declined to
elaborate.

The Wichita Eagle reported
Wednésday that Wichita police
did surveillance in Park City of
a BTK suspect in early February,
according to a source familiar
with the investigation.
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her injuries for the rest of her life,
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Reggie Stephey, now 23, is spending his college years in prison
for driving drunk.In 1999, he crashed his SUV into a car with five
people, kitling two and burning Jacqui Saburido beyond

recognition. He'll be 28 when he is released. Jacqui will deal with
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Jook at the foreign media or listen to the word on

the street. Yet, here there seems to be such a strong
conviction that American attitudes are right for the rest of
the world. The view seems to be that America has it right
and the rest of the world needs to fall into line.

Barely a day goes by in England where you don’t hear
some quip about the Americans just getting involved for their
own benefit. Yet here, barely a day goes by without hearing
some sort of criticism of so-called “Old Europe,” particularly
the French, for not assisting American foreign policy.

From a personal perspective, having now spent six
months here, I realize more and more basic cultural values
are different. The differences are often subtle, but they all
add up to create the strained trans-Actlantic relationship
we currently are experiencing. The more I see, the more |
begin to realize both sides think they are closer than they
really are.

In Europe, there is not the same fear — [ would go as far
as to use the word paranoia about the next 9/11 happening
tomorrow. I don’t think people in the United States really
appreciate the implications of this. This is not to say height-
ened security has not become a part of life, but just that the
response seems more measured, more controlled.

The United Kingdom currently is trying to introduce
legislation to deal with terrorists, similar to the Patriot Act,
but very controversial and having a rough passage through
parliament.

Contrast this to here, where the legislation has been in
place for some time. It is not that terrorism is not considered
any less lightly. Its just that it is a relatively small threat
posed to each individual and is more realistically evaluated.
The UK. also lived with Irish terrorist activity for a long
time, so undoubtedly the current threat is not as new and

Bashing the Americans seems popular if you take a

K n' ;

- Yes, maybe countries like
Syria and Iraq do pose more
of a threat to the United
States. But if America only
targets countries where the
problems affect this country,
then America should not get so
upset when others do not wish
to support them in countries
which pose little threat to them

' directly.

uncomfortable as it is for the United States, which has not
really had to face the situation before.

Likewise, both France and Spain have long dealt with
the activities of the Basque separatist movement. It is time
“Old Europe” made more of an effort to really understand

Why Europe dislikes America’s foreign policy and ideals

why the American people are so concerned.

What really causes anger and resentment is the view
that America only really gets involved when there is some
long-term gain for America. It’s the seeming hypocrisy of
spending billions of dollars on regime change and securing
countries like Iraq, while wholesale ignoring problems in
the rest of the world where democracy and freedom of
the individual are being suppressed, places like Myanmar
and Zimbabwe.

Yes, maybe countries like Syria and Iraq do pose more
of a threat to the United States. But if America only
targets countries where the problems affect this country,
then America should not get so upset when others do
not wish to support them in countries which pose little
threat to them directly.

By the same token, Lagree with the sentiment that
the rest of the world should not always look to America
to take a lead in securing peace and democracy.

“Old Europe” does not tolerate death penalties and
has very strict gun laws. The reason I introduce this idea
is that it is to show just how strong a belief there is that
violence and death do not solve a problem — I hope we
all agree on this one.

War is first viewed as violence and death. I believe
war is first seen as a valid means of putting something
right that is wrong.

So with such a difference over the interpretation of
what war s, is it really surprising there is such misunder-
standing about American foreign policy?

HKubler is a visiting undergraduate studying
international equine and agricultural busi-
ness management from Beaconsfield, U.K.
E-mail him at daniel_kubler@hotmail.com.

Use maturity in experiencing
free speech in our nation

There are’ two kinds of freedom: The freedom to
something, and the freedom from something, and the
laws of our nation tell us what we are free to and from.
For example, we are free from murder, rape and theft,
which at the same time revokes our freedom to commit
those acts. [ am free from religious oppression, which
means [ am free to practice whatever religion I choose,
and so on. Most of us are fine with that and follow the
laws.

The issue of free speech zones boils down the same
way. Either I should be free to express my views and
opinions without restriction, or I should be free from
hearing others’ views and opinions. I don’t know about
everyone else (although I hope a majority of people,
especially college students, would agree with me) — but
[ would much rather express my beliefs to others while
in turn hearing them out than living in a world where
no opinions could be distributed for fear of offending
someone.

In a society with this sort of lack cf communication,
how could we build ourselves as people? How could we
come up with new information? How could we present
evidence for or against a controversial issue, such as
abortion or capital punishment? How could anything
get done?

The only rationale I can think people would advo-
cate the “free speech zone” policy is they can say what-
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ever they like, as long as [ don’t have to hear it. That is
simply ignorance. Ignorance of the worst possible kind
— willful ignorance. My opinion is better than anything
you could possibly say, so don’t even say it. I am right,
you are wrong and I can’t be bothered to even tell you
why. No, I can’t defend my beliefs, but I still don’t care
what yours are.

Open your eyes, ears and minds. There are great ideas
floating around out there. You should take every chance
you can to consider them. You should defend your right
to hear them. Don’t be offended by others’ opinions.
Most people are not out to personally attack you for
your beliefs; they just want you to understand them, and
possibly incorporate them into their own.

Think of it this way. If you don’t agree with someone
and simply must stay ignorant, you have the freedom to
ignore whatever anyone is trying to tell you while they
exercise their freedom to say it.

— Kyle Taylor, senior electrical engineering major

Man already has hands on
what some see as God’s work

Even though I do not want to throw in my two cents
about whether Terri Schiavo should or should not be
taken off her feeding tube, I thought Will Davis’s com-
ment in “Even houseplants need water” (UD, March
2) about how “man takes over what only God should
decide” was a bit off the mark.

I do not think you can make such an asser-
tion without looking at the other point of view.
We already have been playing God with Terri’s life
— the fact she is on a feeding tube in the first place
proves that. If this had happened to her another time
when medical technology was not as advanced as it is,
she already would have died from starvation. It is not
only God keeping her alive at this point, it is man.

If a doctor heals someone through medical and
technological advances, does that mean we are
playing God? After all, if the illness would have
killed the person if not for the intervention of the
doctor, dogs it mean the physician took the deci-
sion of dying out of God’s hands and into man’s?
The argument, therefore, is humans should not inter-
vene at all — it is not our choice whether someone
lives or dies. But no one makes this argument.

We save thousands of lives every day with
medical technology, yet do not realize that we are
playing God with those lives as well. It is OK to
keep a person from dying but not to stop treat-
ment when it is the only thing keeping them alive.
It would be cruel to let a person die when there is
medicine to keep him or her alive.

But at the same time, the justification that it is
only God’s decision is hypocritical when we consider
humans intervene in God's decisions on a daily basis.

— Katie Tweedell, freshman photocommunications
major from Aledo

Supreme Court
targets states’
rights

n a nation founded on democracy, literally de-

I fined as majority rule, the nation’s courts have
drawn the proverbial line in the sand on the
protection of minority interests. :

The first issue of states’ rights relates to what
states are constitutionally permitted to do under the
First Amendment’s “respecting an establishment of
religion” clause.

Seth
Phillips

The last time I checked my
copy of the U.S. Constitution,
the role of a state was to define
what its citizens wanted as their

community standards. I also

recall a separation of powers.
But maybe that’s just my copy.
Perhaps the Supreme Court has

a different version.

This is where the U.S. Supreme Court’s curtail-
ing of the prevailing will of the people hits close to
home. This now deals'with Austin.

A tablet containing the Ten Commandments,
located at the Texas Capitol in Austin, is at the heart
of a case to be heard by the Supreme Court.

There are two interesting ironies about this type
of case. First, according to an Associated Press-Ipsos
poll taken in late February, 76 percent supported the
public display of the Ten Commandments.

Secondly, the justices will be tackling this emo-
tional issue in a courtroom boasting a wall carving
of Moses holding these sacred tablets.

Religious displays have not been the only focus of
the court’s attempts to protect minority “rights” at
the expense of the vast majority of Americans.

Most recently, the right of a state to authorize
the death penalty has been under fire by the High
Court.

On Tuesday the decision in Roper v. Simmons was
released. In that opinion, on a 5-4 split, the court
ruled imposing the death penalty on murderers who
were under age 18 at the time they committed their
crimes was unconstitutional.

The court cited the constitutional protection
against cruel and unusual punishment in their
reasoning.

A few of years ago, the case Atkins v. Virginia
prohibited states from executing anyone deemed
mentally handicapped. In that opinion, Justice Ste-
vens wrote “such punishment is excessive and that
the Constitution ‘places a substantive restriction
on the State’s power to take the life’ of a mentally
retarded offender.”

The problem here is Supreme Court justices are
overturning the informed convictions made by juries
of their peers under guidelines set by the popularly
elected legislature of the state.

I would think juries who spend weeks and
months in a courtroom and representatives voted
into office by their constituents have a better idea
of what Justice Stevens cited in Atkins v. Virginia
as the “evolving standards of decency” for that
community.

Texas is harsher on the death penalty than most
states, but that’s our standards of decency. This is
OK because we are to have 50 different standards
of decency based on the differences between states.
This is a good thing; it’s called federalism.

The Supreme Court’s line of reasoning, however,
creates a disturbing precedent on what the role of
the United States court system should be.

Should courts protect minorities? Certainly they
should protect their rights, but not in such a way that
it denies the government’s right to rule.

Are Supreme Court justices able to say what those
rights are? To some degree, yes, but no more so than
legislators can define those same rights.

The main problem comes when a court attempts
to overturn a state’s punishment standards based
upon “evolving standards.” Whose standards are
right?

The last time I checked my copy of the U.S.
Constitution, the role of a state was to define what
its citizens wanted as their community standards. I
also recall a separation of powers.

But maybe that’s just my copy. Perhaps the Su-
preme Court has a different version.

EPhillips is a senior communications stud-
ies major from Tyler. E-mail him at seth.
I.phillips@ttu.edu.
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City officials prepare for severe weather

“Tornadoes can occur anytime. Wednesday.
We're not ever in a position where “If it is a test, just be cognizant of
we are totally in the clear of severe it,” he said. “Ifit is the real thing, they

By Meghann Lora/
The University Daily

was an emergency.
“They had them back in
Plano, and they used to test

If a tornado heads toward Lub-
bock, the city and Texas Tech have
a plan to handle the severe weather
emergency.

Members of the city’s emergency
management team met Wednesday
at the Lubbock Emergency Opera-
tions Center for a Severe Weather
Tabletop exercise. The team in-
cluded representatives from the city
government, Sheriff’s office, police
department, fire department, health
department and Lubbock Power and
Light.

Ken Olsen, the emergency man-
agement coordinator for the city of
Lubbock, said the exercise is a way
to simulate what actions would take
place in the event of a severe weather
situation in Lubbock.

“It’s a way to increase awareness of

actions that we would take in a severe
weather event,” he said. “This gives
us an opportunity for free discussion
of who’s doing what when.”

Olsen said objectives of the ex-
ercise included revealing planning
weaknesses, revealing resource gaps
and improving coordination.

He led the team in a simulation
of the city’s actions that would oc-
cur in the event of a severe weather
emergency. Olsen said Lubbock
has emergency plans in place and
is training city employees for those
emergencies in case an emergency
does occur.

“You plan, you train, you equip,
you exercise and you hope you never
have to use it,” he said.

Lubbock’s storm season is ap-
proaching, and the city is preparing
for it, Olsen said.
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weather,” he said.
Olsen said

need to seek cover. They should go
to the basement

severe weather
is the biggest
threat to the city
of Lubbock.
“Of all the

threats we have,

You plan, you
train, you equip,

and stay away
from windows.”

Garrett Mil-
ligan, a sopho-
more market-
ing major from

them,” he said. “I’'m sure
everybody would know what
they meant.”

Naomi Emanuel, a fresh-
man restaurant, hotel and §
institution management |
major from Dallas, said she
lives in Hulen Hall and

cout from Millie Lewis American
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you exercise and
you hope you
never have to

use it.

— KEN OLSEN
Emergency Management
Coordinator

Plano, said he
would not know
what to do if a
tornado was in
the Lubbock
area.

Milligan said
he has heard
tornado sirens
before because
Plano tested its
sirens once a month. He said even
people who have never heard a tor-
nado siren would understand there

severe weather
is still the No.
1 threat to our
community,” he
said.

The actions
taken during the
severe weather
exercise could be
helpful in other
types of emergen-
cies, Olsen said.

“The methods we use in dealing
with severe weather are certainly
applicable to all types of hazards,”
he said.

Jay Parchman, executive direc-
tor of public safety and emergency
management at Tech, said commu-
nication between the city and Tech
is important in any emergency. He
said Tech and Lubbock officials would
cooperate in the event of a severe
weather emergency.

Parchman said Tech has tornado
sirens that sound in the event of an
emergency. The decision to sound
the alarm is done only when the
threat of an emergency is great.

“When we issue the order to
sound the tornado sirens, people need
to take cover,” he said.

The tornado sirens are tested each
spring, Parchman said. The sirens
are scheduled to be tested 10 a.m.

remembers watching a video
and discussing what to do in
the event of an emergency.

“I’d probably go
to the basement of
my dorm,” she said.

Testing the tornado si-
rens would be beneficial
to everyone on campus,
Emanuel said.

“I think it’s a good idea

STEVE LEWIS[T he University Daily

so that in case of a tornado KEN OLSEN, EMERGENCY managment coordinator for the city of Lubbock,
they would know what to talks with city officials about severe weather preparedness Wednesday morning
at the Fire Administration building.

listen for,” she said.
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Renovations could hurt Lubbock real estate

By Miles Blankenship/
Contributing Writer

Throughout the past few
months, construction crews and
new apartment buildings have
sprung up in Lubbock.

While new housing develop-
ments like the Overton Park
renovation might seem good for
Texas Tech students looking for a
place to live, the new apartments
could hurt Lubbock’s real estate
market.

Paul Harmon, who works for
Creel and Harmon Realtors, said
although the new buildings seem
like a good move for Lubbock,
there is a possibility of over-saturat-
ing the real estate market.

“We are a very small property
management company,” he said.
“And after talking to everyone
else in the market, in general,
(the construction and renovation
of new apartments) has really hurt
the market. They have overbuilt in
my opinion, and the single family
home rental market has been af-
fected.”

Also, the nature of the Lubbock
real estate market has changed
throughout the decade, and now
the supply of rental properties and

apartments seems to exceed the
demand, Harmon said.

“Prior to this past year, for
the last 15 years, it was really a
landlord’s market,” he said. “You
could put a sign out in a yard and
be able to pick from a multitude of
calls and pretty

additions to Lubbock.

“People like new and excit-
ing,” she said. “But you would be
surprised at how many people have
left Highgate and-then come back
after a year when their lease expires
at the other place.”

Dieisprilatie

much rent for
top dollar. Now
we're seeing
the rentals are
down; it’s much
harder to rent
a house than
it was a couple
years ago, and
we are renting
for considerably
less. As a small-
time investor,
the' properties
that I would buy

Prior to this past
year, for the last
15 years, it was

really a landlord’s

market.

— PAUL HARMON
Creel and Harmon
Realtors

some reserva-
tions about
over-building in
Lubbock, Del-
bert McDou-
gal, president
of McDougal
Properties, said
he recognized
the need to up-
date the Over-
ton area and
believes the
Overton Park
renovation will

to use for rental
houses I’'m not
interested in buying because the
market is just not there.”

Lisa Lavender, property manager
at Highgate Apartments, said the
newer apartment complexes may
take some renters away from older
apartment complexes at first, but in
the long run, she does not believe
Highgate will be affected by the new

yield only posi-
tive results for
the city of Lubbock and Tech
students.

“Many students were living in
the Overton Park area before we
started the renovation, when it
was unsafe,” he said. “I think this
renovation will prove to be an
asset to Tech and to the Overton
Park area.”

McDougal started his private
business in North Overton in
1969, and having seen the area
in good times and bad, he said
he knew the area had to be reno-
vated despite some skepticism
from other developers.

“People have a tendency to
turn their heads away from a bad
situation,” he said. “I think that
this renovation will give people
and other developers a better
understanding of what you can
do to make a bad situation — like
the Overton area was before the
renovations — a lot better.”

Also, McDougal said the
city of Lubbock seems positive
about the results of the Over-
ton renovation, and he is not
worried about the possibility of
over-saturation in the Lubbock
real estate market because the
growth of the city will take care
of any short-term difficulties.

“It’s natural in an ‘up’ climate
to over build,” he said. “And
that’s what we’re experiencing
in Lubbock right now. With the
growth of Lubbock, especially in
the downtown area and at Texas
Tech, this renovation will be
nothing but a positive for our
real estate market.”

Three bodies found in Mexico

MONTERREY, Mexico (AP)
— The bodies of three men who
had been blindfolded and shot in
the head were found Wednesday
in a pickup truck abandoned
along a highway near the U.S-
Mexico border, police said.

The men have not been iden-
tified. They were dumped in a
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desolate spot 40 miles south
of the border city of Nuevo
Laredo, across from Laredo,
Texas, along a road leading to
Monterrey, said Jorge Cantu, a
spokesman for the Nuevo Leon
state attorney general’s office.
Monterrey is the capital of
Nuevo Leon.
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ACROSS
1 Clerical

6 4 8 10 [11 |12 |13

vestments
5 Granite block

9 Cast a shadow

14 Singer Falana
15 __ Alto, CA

16 Increased staff
17 Paid players

18 North Carolina
university

19 Suspect's story

20 Start of Bertok
Brecht quote

23 Strengthen by
tempering

24 Makes a lap

25 Proofreader's

marks

28 New Orleans
team

32 Part 2 of quote
35 Elicits

37 Flit 64
38 Catchall check-

box o7

40 Part 3 of quote

41 Cleveland
suburb

42 Weaving
machine

43 Lay down fresh
tracks

45 Part 4 of quote

46 __ State
Building

48 Ermine in
summer

50 Six-shooters

52 Wistful

56 End of quote

61 Homeric epic

62 Part of U.A.E.

63 Tiny insect

64 "Divine
Comedy" poet

65 Streamlet

66 Wolf modifier

67 Come in

68 Joint with a
cap?

69 Work units

6 Tra followers

7 Baseball family
name

8 Deep tolls

9 Type of daisy

10 Landscape
slope

11 Operatic
melody

12 Cotillion
newbies

13 Correct proofs

21 Formula
Western

22 Snake's
warning

26 Use a diapason

27 Glasgow
populace

29 __aone

30 Family diagram

31 Sports fig.

32 Perforation

33 Bomb type

34 Mall unit

DOWN
1 First Greek

By Alan P. Olschwang
Huntington Beach, CA
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55 Politico
Kefauver

56 Take cover

57 Distinctive flair

44 Fit for drinking
47 Steering

mechanism
49 Get

LINC ARMES/The University Daily

CHRISTOPHER SIMS, A senior computer science major from Spring,
rides his unicycle in front of Holden Hall after getting out of class

Tuesday afternoon.

GOP lawmakers attack Democrats

WASHINGTON (AP) — Re-
publicans attacked the AARP as
well as congressional Democrats on
Wednesday as they struggled to build
momentum behind President Bush’s
call for personal investment accounts
under Social Security.

The AARP, which claims 35

miillion members age 50 and over, is

“against a solution that hasn’t been
written yet,” said House Majority
Leader Tom DeLay after a closed-
door meeting with the GOP rank
and file.

He called the group’s opposition
to personal accounts irresponsible and
hypocritical, adding that it sells mu-
tual funds to its own m<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>