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(INBRIEF)
STATE
Southwest makes bid 
to buy Frontier Airlines

D A L L A S (A P ) —  Southwest 
Airlines C o. is seeking to tmmp a 
rival bid and acquire Frontier A ir­
lines, a Denver-based carrier operat 
ing under bankmptcy protection

A  court had already approved 
the sale o f Frontier Airlines Hold 
ings Inc. to the parent o f Republic 
Airways for $ 108.8 million, but that 
deal can be nixed if a better offer 
comes along.

D allas-based  Sou th w est said  
it submitted a nonbinding bid of 
$113.6 million.

NATION
New jobless claims rise 
more than expected

W A SH IN G T O N  (A P) —  The 
number of newly laid-off workers 
filing first-time claims for jobless 
benefits rose last week, the gov­
ernment said, though the increase 
was mostly due to seasonal distor­
tions.

The number of people rem ain­
ing on the jobless benefit rolls, 
meanwhile, fell to 6.2 million from 
6.25 million, the lowest level since 
mid-April.

T h e Labor D epartm en t said  
new claims for unemployment aid 
increased by 25,000 to a seasonally 
ad justed  584 ,000 . T h a t ’s above 
analysts’ estim ates o f 570,000.

WORLD
Spanish island’s airport 
reopened after bombing

P A L M A  D E M A L L O R C A , 
Balearic Islands (A P) —  Spanish 
authorities say Mallorca airport has 
been reopened to outgoing flights 
after a bomb on the island killed two 
police officers.

The airport was closed to outgo­
ing flights earlier Thursday after 
police launched a manhunt for sus­
pects in the attack blamed on Basque 
separatist group ETA.

Spain’s airport authority said the 
airport was reopened at 5.45 p.m. 
(1545 GMT, 1:45 p.m.). The ministry 
could not immediately confirm that 
the airport had been opened.

DEATH TOLL
A  2  Q

U.S. military deaths in 
Iraq since fighting began

SOURCE: Associated Press, confirmed by the Dq>artment of Defense
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Ready for some football
Texas Tech players relishing underdog role, prepared to prove doubters wrong in 2009

COURTESY PHOTO TAKEN BY PATRICK BREEN/Doily Nebraskan
TEXAS TECH  COACH Mike Leach talks with reporters during the Big 12 Conference Media Days Wednesday in Irving. Leach talked about a multitude of things during his press 
conference, including offensive lineman Brandon Carter’s tattoos, how to correct a quarterback’s sidearm motion and the transition from one highly successful season to the next.

By JON ARNOLD
Electronic M edia Editor

IRVING — Media days are usu­
ally somewhat mundane affairs, with 
coaches giving the company line on 
how they are confident their team will 
exceed preseason expectations.

Leave it to Mike Leach to mix it up 
a little.

The Texas Tech coach spent nearly 
three of his H-minute press confer­
ence giving reporters a mini-clinic on 
throwing mechanics and another three 
discussing the tattoos and demeanor 
of senior offensive tackle Brandon 
Carter.

“He’s asked me do I want to get (a especially Carter’s newest: a skull 
tattoo). And I’ve pointed out, no, it between two nautical stars all on a
looks very good on 
him,” Leach said 
Wednesday at the 
Big 12 Conference 
Media Days, “but 
if I was interested 
in something, it 
would probably be 
a piercing because, 
when I got tired of 
it, I could pull it 
out.”

Much of the

rather fly  under 
the radar than be in 

the national news 
a ll the time. -  ̂

COLBY WHITLOCK
Junior Defensive Tackle

spider web, locat­
ed appropriately 
on the left side 
of Carter’s head, 
which sports a new 
mohawk.

Carter gamely 
answered report­
er’s questions on 
the number, mean­
ing and cost of all 
of his tattoos (he 
doesn’t have an ex-

discussion during Tech’s portion of act count since some blend into each 
media day’s centered around tattoos, other, but he went with seven).

highly

While Leach didn’t dodge the_que§- 
tions about the transition the team will 
go through losing players such as quar­
terback Graham Harrell and receiver 
Michael Crabtree, he doubted it will 
have a huge impact.

“I don’t think it’s really that dramat­
ic,” he said of the transition. “I mean, a 
lot’s been made out of it. But there was a 
time when no one had heard of Harrell 
and Crabtree too.”

Several members of the media focused 
on the side of Carter’s head instead of 
the team’s preseason outlook, and that’s 
just fine with the team.

FOOTBALL continued on page 5

House panel goes back to work on health care
By ERICA WERNER AND 

RICARDO ALONSO-ZALDIVAR
A ssociated P ress

WASHINGTON (AP) — Health 
care legislation advanced slowly Thurs­
day in the last of three House commit­
tees to consider the measure as the Sen­
ate’s top Republican accused Democrats 
of cutting Medicare to finance a “mas­
sive new government-run plan.”

“Some in Congress seem to be in 
such a rush to pass just any reform, rath­
er than the right reform, that they’re 
looking everywhere for the money to 
pay for it, even if it means sticking it 
to seniors with cuts to Medicare,” said 
Sen. Mitch McConnell, R-Ky, in the 
latest in a series of daily Senate speeches 
on health care.

McConnell’s Republicans, unani­
mously opposed to Democratic-drafted 
legislation in the House, are watching
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warily while three members of their rank- 
and-file negotiate over a bipartisan plan 
in the Senate that could hand President 
Barack Obama a victory on his top do­
mestic priority.

Across the Capitol, the House En­
ergy and Commerce Committee plowed 
methodically through a stack of proposed 
changes to the bill, one day after the White 
House, Democratic leaders and a band of 
conservative party members reached a 
compromise to clear the measure.

Chairman Henry Waxman, D-Calif, 
presiding over the session, warned lawmak­
ers against offering amendments that make 
the bill more expensive — and agreed to 
a Republican suggestion to limit the time 
allowed for debate. He said he hopes to 
finish the bill sometime Friday, and House 
leaders have promised to bring it up for a 
vote in the full House in September, after 
the congressional August break.
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Speaker Nancy Pelosi expressed 
confidence the committee would ap­
prove the bill, and said the full House 
would follow suit in the fall. She also 
signaled flexibility on key issues, saying 
that despite her own backing for abor­
tion rights, she would not allow the 
issue to torpedo legislation.

Waxman’s shaky majority was on 
display early, when the committee 
voted 29-28 to defeat a Republican 
amendment to strengthen ID require­
ments designed to prevent illegal 
immigrants from getting Medicaid 
benefits.

Another controversial Republican 
amendment passed by voice vote, over 
Waxman’s objections. Backed by Rep. 
Mike Rogers, R-Mich., it would bar the 
federal government from using research 
comparing medical treatments’ effective­
ness to deny or ration care.
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Iranian police battles demonstrators
By NASSER KARIMI

A ssdciated Press

TEHRAN, Iran (AP) — Iranian 
police fired tear gas and beat anti- 
government protesters with batons 
to disperse thousands at a graveside 
memorial Thursday for victims of 
post-election violence, witnesses and 
state television said.

Demonstrations that drew thou­
sands more later spread to other parts 
of the capital Tehran and more clashes 
with security forces erupted. Witnesses 
said police fired tear gas at dozens 
of demonstrators on Valiasr Street 
who set tires and trash cans ablaze 
in response.

Police barred opposition leader 
Mir Hossein Mousavi from joining 
the crowd around the grave of Neda 
Agha Soltan, a young woman was 
shot to death at a June 20 to protest

the disputed presidential election. The 
27-year-old music student’s dying mo­
ments on the pavement were filmed 
and circulated widely on the Web, and 
her name became a rallying cry for the 
opposition.

“Neda is alive, Ahmadinejad is dead,” 
some of those at the ceremony chanted, 
referring to President Mahmoud Ah­
madinejad, who the opposition claims 
won the June 12 election by fraud. Wit­
nesses said plainclothes forces charged at 
them with batons and tear gas, some of 
them chanting, “Death to those who are 
against the supreme leader.” State televi­
sion also reported that police used tear gas 
to disperse the demonstrators.

An amateur video that purports to 
show the memorial shows thousands 
marching through the cemetery, chant­
ing and flashing victory signs. Some wore 
green T-shirts — the color of Mousavi’s 
reformist movement.
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Upcoming concert may attract new entertainment to Lubbock
By HANNAH BOEN

Staff Writer

M any locals wish to see Lub­
b o c k ’s m u sic  scen e  grow  and 
believe the Bob Dylan Show  will 
pred ict the future o f the tow n’s 
live en tertainm ent.

G a ry  B o re n , p r e s id e n t  o f  
L lan o  Estacado M usic, believes 
Lubbock residents ho ld  the key 
to  th e tow n ’s future in  m usic 
because they control ticket sales 
and attendance.

“Entertainers base tour stops 
on ticket sales and a tten d an ce ,” 
he said, “ i f  th ings are attended 
well, they ’ll try to book in those 
c itie s.”

Lubbock has had poor concert 
attendance in the past, he said, 
lea d in g  m any e n te r ta in e rs  to 
pass over Lubbock while on tour. 
Selling out tickets for the A ugust 
8 show at Jon es A T & T  Stadium  
may draw positive attention .

“W e’re hoping that by bring­
ing in big num bers in A u gu st,” 
he said, “w'e’re opening the doors 
to big ban d s.”

Lubbock is one o f the stops in 
the 24'State tour, which h ead ­
lines W illie N elson , D ylan and 
Jo h n  M ellencam p and will open 
with T h e W iyos.

T h e  stad ium  show  has sold 
1 0 ,0 0 0  t ic k e t s , an d  a p p r o x i­
m ate ly  4 ,0 0 0  t ic k e ts  are st ill  
availab le , Boren said, m any o f 
w'hich are $39.95, a price he feels 
is affordable.

T h e raidervision  video board 
will be used at the event, he said, 
to give everyone in  attendance 
a good view  o f the h ead lin in g  
acts.

A lso , h is com pany has co n ­
tributed  $ 1 0 ,0 0 0  w orth o f  a d ­
d it io n a l  so u n d  eq u ip m en t to  
en su re a q u a lity  sh ow  for a ll 
audience m em bers.

“ If  peop le  w ill support th is 
show ,” he sa id , “ we can  show 
that Lubbock is a great p lace for 
n ational entertainers to perform. 
We want to show that we can  
have a stadium  act that people 
in Lubbock supported .”

R a lp h ’s R e c o rd s  is se llin g  
tick ets to the even t and assis­

tant m anager D aniel M arkham  
b e liev es sa le s h av e  been  su c ­
cessful so far.

M ark h am  sa id  o v e ra ll ,  he 
believes Lubbock is supportive 
o f  live en tertainm en t, however, 
not all m usicians find the town 
to be a successful venue.

“ People here are more likely 
to go to a concert o f a band they 
hear on the rad io ,” he said. “S u c­
cess ju st depends on  the type o f 
ban d .”

L ike B oren , he sa id  he b e ­
lieves the success o f the A ugust 
event could have bearing on  the 
lik e lih o o d  o f  o th er big n am es 
stoppin g in Lubbock.

A lth ou gh  he believes m any 
a r t is t s  co u ld  h a v e  m ore su c ­
cess in larger venues, M arkham  
said Lu bbock ’s h istory in m usic 
sh o u ld  draw  a t te n t io n  from  
m usiciaits.

“People do enjoy music here,” 
he said of Lubbock, “ and it seems 
like it’s got a pretty rich heritage 
in m usic.”

C raig.W ells, sen ior associate 
a th le t ic  d ire c to r an d  c h ie f  o f

sta ff, sa id  th e even t o ffers an 
e n te r ta in in g  ev en in g  to  L u b ­
bock residents, but also  an o p ­
portun ity  for the university  to 
m ake money.

“ D epending on the am ount of 
food and beverages consum ed,” 
h e sa id , “ i t ’s an  o p p o rtu n ity  
for m oney to be made. M aking 
m oney is one ob jective , but we 
also w ant to bring good, quality 
en terta in m en t.”

W ells said  he hoped the su c­
cess o f  the stadium  event would 
bring m ore atten tion  to  the sta ­
dium  as a location  for n ation al 
en tertainers.

S in c e  t ic k e ts  w ent on  sa le  
Jun e 13, more than  h a lf o f  the 
stadium  seats have been  sold for 
the even ing o f the event.

B o re n  s a id  h e  h o p e s  th e  
three h a ll o f  fam e a rtists  w ill 
fill every seat in Jo n es A T & T  
Stad ium .

“ H e re ’s our ch an ce  to  step  
up and show the entertainm en t 
world that Lubbock is a p lace to 
bring anyone’s tour,” he said. 

))>~hannah.boen@ttu.edu

PHOTO BY DAVID McCLISTER/CWtesy Photo 
W IL L IE  N E L S O N  P O SE S  with his guitar. N elson  jo in s Bob D ylan 
and John  M ellencamp for a concert set to take place in Jon es A T & T  
Stadium  A ug. 8 .

Brick roads in Lubbock repiaced, repaired; Main S treet first up

PHOrO B i KhN MlTiVi lu lo ĉudj>
C O N ST R U C T IO N  CREW S T E A R  up the bricks on Main Street Thursd- 
say to allow them to repave the road between Avenue M and Avenue O.

By KATE OZMENT
M m m m  Editor

T h e  L u b b o ck  in  1920  w as 
a grow ing com m unity  with an  
ev en  fa ste r -g ro w in g  p ro b lem
....  th e  W est T e x a s  ra in  an d
w ind w ould turn the u npaved  
ro a d s  in to  u n u sa b le  m u d d y  
quagm ires.

In January  o f th at year, the 
c ity  c o u n c i l  a c c e p te d  a b id  
from  P an h an d le  C o n stru c tio n  
o f Piainview  to pave their first 
road, thus begin ning the lasting 
legacy o f the brick roads in L u b­
bock, accord in g  to  docu m en ts 
provided by the U rban  D esign  
a n d  H is t o r ic a l  P r e se r v a t io n  
C om m ission .

T h e bricks, however, will be 
no more on som e o f  the roads

throughout the city. C o n stru c­
tio n  b eg an  M o n d ay  on  M ain  
S tree t betw een A venue Q  and 
A ven ue O . T h e  bricks w ill be 
rem oved as part o f  a downtown 
revitalization s project.

T h e downtown revitalization  
p lan  is a city-back ed  effort to 
redevelop  the dow ntow n area, 
defined as the area from Fourth 
S tree t to 19th  S tree t and A v ­
enue Q  to  1-27, a cco rd in g  to  
th e  n ew est a c t io n  p la n  from  
the D ow ntow n R edevelopm ent 
C o m m issio n . In the p lan , the 
city said  it has been  developing 
the in itia tive  since 2006.

K evin  Lair, street superinten­
dent with the C ity  o f  Lubbock, 
sa id  h is d ep artm en t is re co n ­
structing M ain Stree t from A v ­
enue Q  to A venue L currently.

though other streets a lso  have 
been  m arked for change.

“We had a list that was d e­
cided on  by the h istorical society 
for the downtown revitalization  
about w hat streets they w anted 
to leave brick and w hich ones 
th e y  w a n te d  to  u p d a t e ,” h e 
said.

T h e city, he said, has planned 
to reconstruct M ain  S tree t from 
A venue Q  to A venue E, though 
the p ro jec t will take tim e d e ­
pending on  funding.

For now, the crew  is go in g 
b lock  by b lock  because o f the 
weather, he said , and they p lan  
to have the current section  from 
A ven ue Q  to  A ven ue O  open  
tomorrow.

“ (H ow  long it takes) will d e­
pend on w hat’s under the pavers.

as far as if it ’s concrete or dirt or 
w hat,” he said. “T h e current sec­
tion, we did it in three days. T h e 
stuff was a concrete sub-base. We 
did have to do som e repairs, but 
n oth ing m ajor.”

W hen  the bricks were first 
laid , T exas T ech n olog ical C o l­
lege had n ot yet been  created . 
T h e  c o s t  o f  p a v in g  p a r ts  o f  
p re se n t-d a y  B road w ay , M ain  
S tre e t  and  T exas A ven u e was 
$ 2 9 5 ,3 4 4 .7 5 ,  a c c o r d in g  to  
h is to r ic a l  p re se rv a tio n  d o c u ­
m ents.

W hen the college opened in 
1926, present-day N in th  S treet, 
13th S tree t, and A venues I, N  
and T  a ll had  brick  p av in g in
part,
bricks

s w ell as ex ten d in g  the 
on previous streets. 
zment@ttu.edu
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Oldest man 
buried in U K

BRIGH TON, England (AP) — 
Henry' Allinghain understood the cost 
of war in his heart, his guts and his Ixines 
— and made it his mission to share that 
knowledge.

It seems he succeeded.
Politicians, military chiefs, a large 

extended family and hundreds of re­
spectful strangers bade farewell Thursday 
to Allingham, the world’s oldest man 
and one of Britain’s last survivors of 
World War L

Allingham, who died July 18 at 
113, was a modest maiT who earned a 
place in history, and spent his final years 
reminding younger generations of the 
futility of war.

“No man who knows w’ar wants war 
again,” he would later write.

Allingham was the last founding 
member of the Royal Air Force and 
one of a handful of remaining veterans 
of what was once called The Great War. 
He wanted the dead to be remembered, 
and honored forever.

Royal N aY-y \5ce Admiral Sir Adrian 
Johns told several hundred mourners 
at St. Nicholas’ Church in Brighton, 
.southern England, that AllinglTam “blew 
the dust off the history books for us, gave 
us an insight into our heritage.”
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How to take the DMS from good to great
On the second floor of the U nh 

versity Library, up those elevators 
you’ve probably never taken, lies a 
magical place. It’s a gadget utopia, 
a technology treasure trove. But 
there’s trouble in paradise.

At first glance, the Texas Tech 
Library’s D igital Media Studio is 
a brilliantly cool endeavor. It’s an 
area dedicated specifically to —  
you guessed it —  digital media. It 
acts as a technology lab, a gadget 
repository and a learning portal.

For instance, the DM S {which 
is N O T  a quiet study area, as signs 
placed liberally around the place 
will tell you) has dozens of fairly 
recent iM acs and M ac Pros, in 
addition to a number of powerful 
Windows machines. These are all 
loaded with the latest versions 
of Photoshop, Dreamweaver, and 
a slew of other pow'erful design 
tools.

T h e  D M S a lso  ch eck s out 
equipm ent. You can borrow iP­
ods loaded with music, high-end 
C an on  and N ik on  d ig ita l SL R

Stephen
Torrence

cam eras, high definition Canon 
cam corders, professional m icro­
phones and more. Thousands of 
dollars of equipment is merely a 
student ID away.

Finally, the DM S houses a fairly 
state-of-the-art 3-D A nim ation  
Lab. There you will find 20 quad- 
core Dell XPS machines hooked up 
to massive 30-inch Apple Cinema 
Displays and installed with heavy- 
w'eight industry software like Maya 
and 3-D Studio Max.

W h at’s m ore, the lab offers 
free 3-D animation classes during 
the regular semesters, so you and 
your friends can easily get an ap­
preciation for just how hard the 
guys at P ixar and Dream w orks

toil to churn gold and mediocrity, 
respectively.

I KTve been a regular patron 
of the DM S since I discovered it 
about a year and a half ago. Now 
that the initial geeky giddiness has 
worn off and I’ve gotten to know 
the place, its resources and its day- 
to-day procedures like the hack of 
my iPod, I can safely say that it has 
a lot o f room for improvement.

Here’s how Tech could t:ake the 
Digital M edia Studio from good 
to great.

First, the DM S should go all-out 
with audio. Right now it has three 
“dedicated recording booths,” each 
with an iM ac, a MIDI keyboard 
and a simple audio interface. They 
used to have four superb A K G  
condenser microphones that my 
friends and I would use for podcast­
ing, but over time these deterio­
rated and disappeared inexplicably 
one by one.

T h e  aud io  record in g  booth  
idea is solid, but m usicians and 
podcasters alike need good equip­

ment to make magic. The DM S 
should have at least half a dozen 
working pro-quality microphones 
on hand with plenty of cables and 
adapters.

A lso, there should be at least 
one isolated room large enough to 
record multiple instruments. Right
now the rooms _______________
are cozy even  
for one person.
And finally, the 
booth s should 
h a v e  p r o f e s ­
s io n a l ta c t ile  
audio control­
lers and m ix ­
in g  c o n s o le s  
in addition  to 
the MIDI key­
boards. If the DM S wants to do 
audio, it should do it right.

Second, the DM S should elimi­
nate its paper filing system. Every 
single equipment checkout requires 
one to fill out an entire sheet with 
his or her address, phone number, 
and other such information that

Its a gadget utopia, 
a technology treasure 

trove. B ut theres 
trouble in paradise.

the DM S employees could easily 
access from RaiderLink.

T h is practice kills efficiency 
arid causes frustration. Further­
more, such a w'aste of paper just 
doesn’t jive with a campus com­
mitted to going green.

Third, the DM S should become
-___________  more than just

a  p a ssiv e  re ­
pository. It has 
a lw a y s b e e n  
an extrem ely  
u n d eru tilized  
resource co n ­
s id e r in g  th e  
amount of cool 
technology  it 
h o l d s ,  a n d  
while some of 

that could be due to limited aware­
ness of the DM S among students, 
those who do know about it might 
see it as too com plicated to be 
of use.

Therefore, I believe the DM S 
should offer more than just 3-D 
animation classes. It .should team

up with the Teaching, Learning 
and Technology Center or perhaps 
some enthusiastic faculty to offer 
introductory digital photography, 
audio and video production and 
perhaps 2-D design training.

By the tim e you read this, I 
will have participated in a library- 
organized focus group aim ed at 
improving the DM S, and you can 
be sure I will have mentioned all 
o f these ideas. If you have used 
the DM S and have your own sug­
gestions for how they can take it 
from good to great, please let them 
know. They will listen.

In a campus that has become my 
home, the Digital Media Studio is 
that cool room I always visit when­
ever I’m feeling creative. But all 
rooms need occasional T L C  to stay 
fresh, relevant and useful, and this 
one is no different. It’s time to take 
the DM S to the next level.

■ TcHTence is a philosof^y !n^®r 
Georgetown. E-mail Mm at 

st^phen.torrence@ttu.^u.

Obama Administration has chance to stabilize Middle East
T h e O bam a A dm in istration  

has begun the norm alization  o f 
re la tio n s betw^een the U n ite d  
S ta te s  and the M iddle East with 
the sending o f G eorge M itch ell 
(Yes, the guy that did b aseb a ll’s 
s te ro id  in v e s t ig a t io n )  as th e  
spec ial envoy to the region.

President Barack  O bam a has 
started  to  test the waters espe­
cially  w ith Syria. M itch ell told 
Syrian  President Bashir al-A ssad 
the U .S . wall seek sanction  w aiv­
ers to export equipm ent to Syria 
—  w'aivers that are perfectly in 
line wdth B ush ’s n ation al secu ­
rity w aivers under the san ctions 
p laced under him  and renewed 
by O bam a.

M ore im portan tly  th an  the 
w a iv e r s  a re  th e  s t a t e m e n t s  
m ade by both  sides and actions. 
M it c h e l l  s t a t e d  th e  U n i t e d  
S ta te s  wall need A ssa d ’s help in 
n egotiation s betw een Israel and 
Palestine.

Syria is a supporter o f H am as 
and H ezbollah , w'hich are anti- 
Israel groups. O bam a also p lans 
on  se n d in g  an  am b assad o r to  
Syria  as anoth er sm all step to- 
wmrd norm alization.

Syria, w'hile the lesser known

ESPN reporter 
complains of 
harassment

.ATI.ANTA (AP) - The ESPN 
reporter surreptitiously videotaped 
nude in a hotel room expressed 
frustration at being “ treated like 
Britney Spears” when she called 911 
to report paparrazi gathered outside 
her Atlanta area home.

In an audiotape released Wednes­
day, Erin Andrews is heard speaking 
with a 911 operator in suburban 
DeKalb County on July 22 to com­
plain about tw'o people parked in 
a car outside her home in a gated 
community.

Andrews identifies herself and 
tells the operator, “I’m all over the 
news right now,” and describes herself 
as “the girl that was videotaped in my 
hotel room in the nude.”

Clearly frustrated on the call, A n­
drews uses expletives to describe the 
two men whom she says also knocked 
on her door.

“I did nothing wrong, and I am 
being treated like (expletive) Britney 
Spears, and it sucks,” Andrew^s told 
the operator.

Dunwocxly police spokesman, Sgc. 
Mike Carlson, said officers responded 
to the call but no incident report 
was filed.

Dunwoody is about 14 miles north 
of Atlanta.

It w'as not clear wBen the video 
of xAndrew'S in the hotel room Erst 
appeared on the Internet. The per­
son W'ho Erst posted the video didn’t 
identify the nude woman, but A n­
drews’ attorney has since confirmed 
the video wms of the 31-year-old 
reporter.

Paul
Williamson

o f  th e  B u sh  a d m in is t r a t io n ’s 
“ a x is o f  e v il” (o th ers in c lu d e  
N o r th  K o re a , Ira n , Iraq  an d  
C u b a), is a key first step to begin  
peace talks.

A ssa d  h as b ee n  k n ow n  to  
be the less o f  the ideologically  
driven leaders, while still having 
those tendencies.

In 2000, Syria and Israel w'ere 
close to  a peace deal in w hich 
Israel would give back the G o lan  
H e ig h ts in ex ch an ge  for n o r­
m alized re la tio n s and security  
guarantees from  Syria.

T h is w'as when A ssad ’s father, 
Hafez A ssad  was the president. 
H ow ever, before a deal could be 
reached, H afez passed awmy and 
put an end to the talks.

N ow  there is another window 
o f opportun ity  now' th at Bush 
is gone.

B ush  w'ould n o t a llow  any

U .S . o fficial to ta lk  to Syria and 
effectively  iso lated  the country 
from  the rest o f the world. T h is 
caused  A ssad  to  turn to the sup­
port o f  extrem ist groups as he 
faced isolation .

A ssad  has said that he always 
w an ted  n o rm a liz e d  r e la t io n s  
w ith the W est but saw that w'as 
im possib le w ith the Bush  A d ­
m in istration .

W ith O bam a now in control, 
the w indow  o f  op p o rtu n ity  is 
there. D espite O bam a’s renewal 
o f  the san ctio n s aga in st Sy ria  
in May, A ssad  is w elcom ing the 
n ew -fo u n d  w arm in g  in  r e la ­
tions.

A  R euters report stated  “Syr­
ian  o ffic ia ls  p riv ate ly  say D a ­
m a scu s h a s  p la y e d  a ro le  in  
bringin g H am as to  a m ore a c ­
com m odatin g p osition  on  peace 
with Israel.”

T h at shows the pow'er Syria 
has over H am as and other anti- 
Israel groups. If O bam a can  get 
Israe l an d  S y ria  to  n orm alize  
re lation s, wm can  fin ally  see a 
true ch a n ce  for p ea ce  in  th e 
M iddle East.

O h  com e on  now' Paul, this 
is r id ic u lo u s , S y r ia  su p p o r ts
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terrorism  and n egotiatin g  with 
them  would give legitim acy  to 
supporting terrorism .

T h at is a ridiculous argum ent 
w'hen com pared to the alterna­
tive of contin ­
ued support o f ,, :
terror organ i­
zations.

It  is  n o t  
l ik e  we a re  
ju s t  g i v i n g  
e v e r y t h i n g  
up to  S y r ia  
an d  b e g g in g  
them  to stop.
I f  th e y  s to p  
t h e ir  b a c k ­
ing o f H am as 
an d  H e z b o l­
lah then there
w ill be ben - _______________
eEts to it.

If peace is truly w'anted then 
concessions will have to be made 
on all sides. Israel w'ill have to 
give up G o lan  H eights.

I f  Obama can get 
Israel an d Syria to 

normalize relations, 
• we can finally 
see a true chance 
fo r  peace in the 

M iddle East

Syria  will have to anger the 
hard line faction s in their co u n ­
try and cut ties with extrem ist 
groups and the U .S . will have 
to ... trade. N ow  who is g iving 

up th e  m o st 
in this situ a­
tion?

A l l  t h i s  
fo r  n o r m a l­
ized relations 
w h e r e  a l l  
countries can  
t r a d e  w ith  
e a c h  o t h e r  
w ith  n o  r e ­
strictions and 
terror groups 
w il l  t a k e  a 
m ajo r f in a n ­
cial and infra-

_______________  structure hit.
Syria provides 

them  with a hom e for base o f op­
erations.

O h and Iran loses an ally in 
the region , too. T h a t w ill put

it in a very difficult position  in 
the region and .will w'eaken them 
significantly.

In the end, do not fear n ego­
tia tion s. D o not fear speak ing 
w ith  our en em ies. T h e  s t a le ­
m ate o f  h ard -lin e stan ces and 
san ction s allow s for no progress 
an d  o n ly  o p en s th e  d o o r for 
conflict.

T h e only thing talk ing does 
is open  the door for a ch ance for 
an end to con flict. If the talks 
do not work out then  what was 
lost? N oth in g . We ju st go back 
to square one.

Talks may not work, but we 
must try. We can n ot sit idle and 
w atch more inn ocent c iv ilian s 
die because o f a refusal to talk .

N o t trying w ould be a m is­
take.

■ Williamson is a sophomore 
b ro a d ca st jo u rn a lism  ma­
jor h'om Crosby. E-mail him at 
pmil.w.williamson@ttu.edu
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What’s next for Sarah Palin?
It’s been alm ost a year since 

Sarah  Palin  becam e a n ation al 
superstar w hen Sen . Jo h n  M c­
C ain  selected her to be his presi­
dential running m ate. A n d  what 
seem s like a short year to many 
A m ericans, for Palin  it has been 
one o f  the m ost trying since she 
began her career in politics.

Sarah  Palin resigned as gover­
nor o f A laska Aug. 2 6 ,1 7  months 
before her term o f office expired. 
In her resignation  speech, Palin 
an n o u n ced  sh e w as re sign in g  
because  she cou ld  “ figh t even  
harder” for the A laskan  people 
once out o f office. However, there 
are other reasons as well.

Ever since Palin ’s vice-presi­
dential cam paign, she has been 
targeted constantly  by the press. 
Probably the m ost controversial 
issue that finally pushed her to 
resign was the accusation  o f her 
v iolatin g eth ics laws.

S in ce  Palin and M cC ain  lost 
the 2008 presidential bid, alm ost 
every A m erican  has been asking 
them selves, “W hat is Sarah  Palin 
going to do now?” M any people 
see a bid for the W hite H ouse as 
part o f her future, especially with 
the form ation o f her own p o liti­
cal action  com m ittee (P A C ).

I t ’s a d m irab le  P a lin  w ould 
resign under the im pression that 
it is w hat’s best for the A laskan

Hunter
Jones

people. M illions o f dollars were 
spent by taxpayers to prove her 
innocence in the ethics laws m at­
ter. If trying to save the people’s 
money is one o f the m ain reasons 
she resigned, I can ’t th ink o f a 
nobler one.

In response to an earlier state­
m ent, how does Palin expect to 
fight even harder for the A laskan  
peop le  now th at she is ou t o f 
office? There is one reason that 
just jum ps out: She won’t have to 
worry about m aking statem ents 
that reflect poorly on the A la s­
kan people. Palin is now able to 
lash out at whoever she chooses. 
She no longer has to worry about 
protecting the image o f her state; 
all she has to worry about is pro­
tecting her own image.

H o w ev e r, w ith  a p o s s ib le  
2012 presiden tial bid, resigning 
under pressure wasn’t Palin ’s best 
career m ove. If she wants the 
A m erican  people to elect her as 
the leader o f the free world, she 
m ust first show she is cap ab le  
o f persevering to the end. A n d

Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Lewis

ACROSS
1 Rock concert 

equipment
5 Washington 

successor
10 Donations to the 

needy
14 Sonny and Cher, 

e.g.
15 “The Many Loves

o f__Giliis”: old
sitcom

16 Bug spray 
ingredient

17 This, in Seville
18 Motionless
19 Swan lover of 

myth
20 Angel
23 SFO  datum
24 Tint
25 Asian counters
26 Belt holders
28 Lady of Bavaria
31 Small spasmodic 

reaction
32 Tablespoon, 

maybe
33 Disney villainess 

_ d e V il
36 Angel
41 Portuguese 

capital
42 Golden rule word
43 Math subj.
46 Supporter
47 Snack chip
48 Lundi follower
50 Diamonds, to a

fence
52 Rent
53 Angel
58 Assess
59 Honor with barbs
60 Egyptian fertiiity 

goddess
62 First place?
63 Arm of the sea
64 Ideal for tubing, 

as a river
65 Senator from 

Kansas or North 
Carolina

66 Minuscule
67 Dark clouds, 

often

DOWN
1 Fruity drink
2 Grow 

exponentially

By Mike Peluso

3 Baseball’s 
all-time leader 
with 4,256 hits

4 Colonnade of 
ancient Greece

5 Bye that’s bid
6 “Death, be not 

proud” poet
7 Genesis victim
8 Bogiike
9 Complete 

collections
10 Ignore the 

script
11 Watch in a lustful 

way
12 Florentine ruling 

family
13 Radio 

annoyance
21 Beta alternative
22 Zahn of TV  news
23 He played Pierce 

on “M*A*S*H”
27 Parisian pop
28 New Brunswick’s

Bay of__
29 Move, to a 

Realtor
30 Bass and others
3 3 X X X V x X
34 Fidel’s successor
35 Lago contents
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49 “I37 "I A m ..._ ”: Neil 
Diamond hit

38 Government 
finger-pointer?

39 Put under
40 Origin
43 Strolied lazily
44 Texas border city
45 Humble oneself 

shamelessly
47 Japanese 

computer giant

Be Your 
Sheiter” singer 
Tayior

50 “A  Doil’s House” 
playwright

51 Spitefui
54 Court order
55 Top-notch
56 New Haven Ivy
57 Unit of mass, 

briefly
61 Thesaurus wd.
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with only serving a little  more 
than  two years as governor, how 
will people expect her to serve 
all four years o f  a p resid en tia l 
term?

W hen Palin  announced her 
re sign atio n , she a lso  d ec lared  
she w ill w rite a book . B ooks 
have been  a useful tool for many 
p o l i t i c ia n s  to  g a in  a h ig h e r  
o f f i c e .  T a k e  
H illary  C lin ­
to n ,  B a r a c k  
O b a m a  a n d  
Jo h n  F. K e n ­
nedy —  all o f 
th e m  w ro te  
b o o k s .  N o t  
o n ly  d id  the 
b o o k  s a l e s  
h e l p  w i t h  
c a m p a i g n  
fu n d in g , bu t 
t h e  b o o k s  
w e re  a l s o  a 
way to  g a i n
n ation al pop- _______________
ularity. Is this
w hat S a ra h  P a lin  is try ing to 
do now?

Palin  has stated she will con ­
tinue to cam paign  for politicians 
around the country. W hile she 
may have more tim e to do this, 
with her current approval rating 
at 40 percent, there may be some 
politicians who don ’t want her to

speak on  their behalf.
How well do we really know 

Palin? S in ce  she becam e known 
nationally, she has been accused 
o f  v io la tin g  eth ics law s, using 
G O P  funds inappropriately and 
now sh e’s m ade herself look like 
a quitter.

We h aven ’t seen  the last o f 
P alin . Ju s t  becau se  she is no 

longer gover­
nor o f A laska 
doesn ’t m ean 
she w ill stay 
silen t. I an ­
t ic ip a te  h er 
p o p u l a r i t y  
wi l l  r i s e  in 
the n ext few 
m o n th s  an d  
she will make 
an attem pt at 
the presiden­
cy in 2012.

H ow ever, 
if Palin  does

________________  want to make
a run in four 

years, sh e ’d better start showing 
the A m erican  people she’s cap a­
ble o f taking on the job. A nd just 
like any job, quitting is not the 
best way to show dedication.

■ Jones is a sophomore market­
ing n u ^  from Springlake. E-maii 
him at hdJones@ttu.edu

I  anticipate her 
popularity w ill rise 

in the next few  
months, and she w ill 

make an attem pt 
a t the presidency 

in 2012.

Astronauts launch satellite, 
prepare for return journey

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP) 
—  Their two-week-plus m ission 
finally winding down, space shuttle 
Endeavour’s astronauts released a 
mini research satellite Thursday and 
said it’s time to come home.

Endeavour and its seven astro­
nauts are aiming for a touchdown 
late Friday m orning at N A S A ’s 
spaceport.

“I’m ready to get back ... I think I 
have a landing in me, so don’t want 
to get anybody on the ground wor­
ried about that,” commander Mark 
Polansky said in an interview with 
The Associated Press.

In one of N A SA ’s longer shuttle 
flights, Polansky and his crew put a 
new addition onto the international 
space station —  a porch for Japan’s 
massive $1 billion lab —  and fresh­
ened up the place with batteries, 
experiments and spare parts. They 
rocketed into space July 15.

Thursday marked Day 15 in space 
for Polansky and all but one of his 
crew. For Japanese astronaut Koichi 
Wakata, Thursday marked Day 137. 
He flew to the space station back in 
March, becoming the first person from 
Japan to live at the orbiting outpost.

Wakata said he’s longing for su­
shi.

“That’s the first thing that I’d like 
to have and also a hot spring in Japan 
sometime in the near future,” Wakata 
told the AP.

One of W akata’s space station 
experiments involved wearing a new 
type of anti-bacterial, water-absor­
bent, odor-eliminating underwear 
provided by Japanese researchers.

He’s bringing back the used under-

garments for scientific analysis.
“I haven’t talked about this under­

wear to my crew members,” Wakata 
said, drawing a big laugh from his 
shuttle colleagues. “But I wore them 
for about a month, and my station 
crew members never complained for 
about a month, so I think the experi­
ment went fine.”

The underwear is called J-Wear, 
and includes a line of shirts, pants 
and socks as well. Wakata tested all 
of them during his mission. “We’ll 
see the results after landing,” Wakata 
said.

J-Wear is billed as being antistatic 
and flame retardant, which is espe­
cially important for spaceship wear. 
The clothes are also seamless, making 
them lighter and more comfortable, 
according to the Japanese Space 
Agency. The goal is “comfortable 
everyday clothes for life in a space­
ship.”

On Thursday morning, the shuttle 
astronauts released a small canister 
containing a navigation, rendezvous 
and docking experiment prepared by 
University of Texas and Texas A&M  
researchers. In the afternoon, they 
planned to launch an atmospheric 
density experiment, so scientists can 
better understand how orbiting objects 
move and eventually come down.

Over at the space station, mean­
while, the major air-purifying system 
on the U .S. side failed again, and the 
crew spent the day trying to fix the 
balky equipment. A  carbon dioxide- 
removal system on the Russian side 
is still operating properly, and the six 
astronauts have backup methods for 
cleansing the cabin atmosphere.

GRAND OPENING
Texas #1 Mens club ehaiii proudly comes to

Ijuliboek

Thursday Aug, 6th

W ii Sports^ sequel serves 
up great new game action

If  you h av e  a W ii, y ou ’ve 
played “W ii Sports.”

Heck, even if you don’t have 
a W ii, th e re ’s a good  ch an ce  
you’ve played the now fam ous 
mini-game collection. T he game 
com es bu n d led  w ith  the W ii 
system , and it has taken  over 
houses, dorm s and retirem ent 
hom es the world over.

W hile that original package 
h ad  five  great gam es to  help  
people learn  the basics o f the 
W ii Rem ote and have fun with 
fam ily and friends, the sequel, 
“W ii Sports Resort,” goes to great 
lengths to surpass the original in 
every single way.

Th e first and most noticeable 
feature in “Resort” is the inclu­
sion  o f  the “W ii M o tion P lu s” 
add-on. M any people m ight be 
g e ttin g  tired  o f  buying a d d i­
tional peripherals for their W ii, 
and  u n d erstan dab ly  so . From  
nunchucks to balance boards to 
p lastic  guitars, there has been 
no shortage of new hardware to 
try to convince you to part with 
your money.

But W ii M otionPlus is d if­
ferent. In essence, it makes the 
W ii R em ote do th ings people 
have wanted it to do since the 
system  was re leased  in 2006 . 
Namely, true one-to-one m otion 
control.

W h at d o es th a t  m ean ? It 
m eans th a t n o m atter w hich 
angle you hold your remote, and 
no m atter how slightly you twist 
your wrist, the remote can  now 
m im ic it in gam eplay exactly. 
B e fore , gam e dev e lo p ers h ad  
gotten away with faking this with 
the technology they were given. 
T he results were still often fun 
but n oticeably  off and flawed. 
W ii M otionPlus makes the game 
experience much more intuitive 
and precise.

A nd what 
b e t t e r  way 
to show this 
off than with 
gam es? N in ­
t e n d o  h a s  
cram m ed 12 
m i n i - g a m e s  
into “Resort”
(10 o f which 
a r e  b r a n d  
new, tw o o f 
which are im­
p ro v e d  v e r­
sions o f older
g a m e s ) ,  up  _______________
from the five
o f  the o r ig in a l “W ii S p o r ts .” 
M any gam es also have various 
different m odes which change 
up the games considerably. W hile 
some games are certainly more 
fun than others, they all do a very 
good job at showing off what the 
W ii M otionPlus can do.

A  good  exam ple o f th is is 
honestly one of the best games 
in the collection: “Sword Fight­
ing.”

W hen the W ii Rem ote was 
first shown to the public, most 
p e o p l e  a l m o s t  i m m e d i a t e l y  
thought, “Dude, that could make 
for an awesome sword or lightsa-

Brinon
Peele

In essence, (W ii 
M otionPlus) makes 
the W ii remote do 
things people have 

w anted i t  to do 
since the system was 

released in 2006.

Over 100 jaguar girls com ing from other jaguar locations 
Dallas, Ft. W orth, Odessa, Ei Paso, Abilene, Harlingen, 
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ber gam e!” It was a nice thought, 
but most games that have tried 
to do th is h av en ’t turned out 
especially well. T he W ii Rem ote 
can  detect if you’re slashing it or 
stabbing it, but it can ’t pick up 
any o f the real finesse that you 
might be trying to put into your 
swings.

Wii M otionPlus changes that. 
In the “Sword Fighting” game, 
every one of the player’s m ove­
ments with the remote is taken 
into accoun t. T h is  allow s for 
much more strategy to be incor­
porated into battles. A  little kid 
can no longer win a match simply 
by sw inging around a rem ote 
like YouTube’s “Star Wars K id” 
while having a seizure. To really 
succeed, you’re going to  have 
to be careful about your swings 
and blocks.

W hile “Sword Fighting” may 
be a highlight, there are plenty 
of other enjoyable experiences to 
be had here. The Frisbee game, 
for example, accurately replicates 
the movem ent and experience of 
throwing a Frisbee. S o  playing 
the “Frisbee G o l f ’ gam e feels 
natural and intuitive.

Archery is another fun game. 
A s so m e o n e  w ho ow ns an d  
shoots a real bow, I can ’t say it’s 
exac tly  like a real-w orld bow 
hunting experience, but it’s cer­
tainly not a bad im itation, and is 
definitely a lot o f fun.

“Table Tennis,” “C an oein g,” 
and “ Power C ruising” also feel 

qu i t e  n a t u ­
ral, and “Bas­
k etball” is a 
lot o f fun.

S o m e  
g a m e s  -  
such as “Sky 
D iv in g” and 
“ D o g f i g h t ­
ing” -  don ’t 
force you to 
m i m i c  r ea l  
world sports 
as m u ch  as 
simply move 
th e  r e m ot e

________________ in v a r i o u s
a ng le s ,  bu t  

they’re still fun little games that 
can be a lot o f fun with a group 
o f people.

W hile I feel that N intendo 
did just about everything right 
with this “W ii Sp o rts” sequel, 
there are som e th in gs I w ish 
the game had. For example, as a 
former wake boarder, I really feel 
that the “Wake Boarding” game 
could have benefited from use of 
the Wii Balance Board, for which 
there is no support in “W ii Sports 
Resort.” W hile there’s certainly 
something to be said for releasing 
a game that people can play right 
out o f the box, I do sort o f wish 
that N intendo rewarded owners 
o f their other hardware with some 
extra features.

Som e games are also a little 
weak, with the “C ycling” game 
com ing to mind. Th e game has 
you m oving the W ii Rem ote and 
N unchuck with your hands as if 
you were peddling a bike ... with 
your hands. A nd the experience 
feels somewhat clunky.

Y o u ’ ll a l s o  n e e d  to p lo p  
down at least anoth er $20 for 
an extra W ii M otionPlus add­
on if you want a full m ultiplayer 
experience. W hile m any o f the 
gam es are “pass-and-play” and 
in vo lv e  tak in g  turns ( “ B o w l­
ing” and “G o lf ,” for exam ple) 
gam es l ike “ Sw ord  F ig h tin g ” 
require each  user to have a W ii 
M otionPlus.

A ll said, though, “W ii Sports 
Resort” is an outstanding sequel 
that  d o es a lm o st every th ing  
right. It provides accessible, fam ­
ily friendly gameplay that easily 
can  be enjoyed by all ages, and 
crams in enough content to keep 
gamers coming back for awhile to 
unlock everything.

Th e W ii M otionPlus add-on 
could provide a bright future for 
W ii games, and “W ii Sports R e­
sort” is a perfect indicator o f that. 
Pick it up if you own a Wii.

■ Peele is The DT’s opinions 
editor. Entnail him at 
brltton.peele@ttu.echi.

http://WWW.DAILYTOREADOR.COM
mailto:hdJones@ttu.edu
http://www.JaguarsgoId.net


W W W .DAILYTOREADOR.COM SPORTS JU LY  31, 2009

Crabtree only one unsigned from Teches NFL draftees
Former Texas Tech receiver and 

the San Francisco 49ers’ top draft 
pick Michael Crabtree remains the 
only unsigned player out of the four 
Red Raiders selected in this year’s 
NFL Draft, according to the team’s 
Web site.

Guard Louis Vasquez, a third- 
round pick by the San Diego Char­
gers, signed a four-year contract, 
the Chargers’ Web site reports, and 
he is expected to compete for the 
starting job at right guard during 
training camp.

The Broncos signed second round 
draft pick Darcel McBath, who could 
end up being the long-term replace­
m ent after safety Brian Dawkins 
retires.

And Brandon Williams already 
has been signed by the Dallas Cow­
boys and is competing for the backup 
spot behind linebacker A nthony 
Spencer.

T hat leaves Crabtree, who ap­
parently is asking for a contract 
normally given to a top five draft 
pick, where he believes he should 
have gone, according to numerous 
media outlets.

In quotes transcribed on the San 
Francisco 49ers Web site, head coach 
Mike Singletary talked about how he 
held out of training camp twice when 
he played for the Chicago Bears.

“1 know it all,” Singletary’s com­
ments read on the Web site. “It’s the 
same way every year. It’s important 
for the rookies to get in, but I know 
that’s the business side of it that they

PHOTO BY KARL ANDERSON/The Daily Toreador 
FORMER TEXAS TECH receiver Michael Crabtree scores the winning touchdown against then-No. 1 Texas on Nov.l 
2008, which propelled Tech to a historic No. 2 ranking. Crabtree was taken 10th overall in the 2009 NFL Draft by 
the San Francisco 49ers, and he remains unsigned.

have to handle. But my side always 
stays the same, and it’s football, and 
it’s winning and it’s developing our 
guys. I’m going to continue to go 
forward with that.”

Singletary said he is hopeful that 
Crabtree will join the team soon, and 
that he understands the negotiation

process is ongoing between the 49ers 
and Crabtree’s agent.

“A s a coach, I think every situa­
tion is different,” Singletary’s com­
ments read. “I don’t know his agent. 
I don’t know all the other stuff. I 
do know that we have been fair. I 
do know that we are hopeful about

getting it done and in some point in 
time it will work itself out.”

A s for if Crabtree is-ready to 
jump into workouts once he hits 
the field, Singletary said “Yes, he’s 
ready to go,” according to the team’s 
Web site.

> ^ daniel.ybarra@ttu.edu

Football ^
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

“I’d rather fly under the radar 
than be in the national news all 
the tim e,” said Colby W hitlock, 
a junior defensive tackle who will 
anchor the defensive line in the 
fall.

W hitlock may get his wish this 
season, but last season was a dif­
ferent story.

Tech’s media day looked vastly 
different when they went into the 
2008 season returning 17 starters 
and poised for a breakout season. 
Reporters questioned Leach and

his players on if they would be able 
win their first division title.

A fter an 11-2 season. Tech took 
a share of the Big 12 South, albeit 
while being part o f a three-team  
log jam  —  with O k lah om a and 
Texas —  at the top.

This season it’s hack to normal 
for the Red Raiders, who are select­
ed to finish fourth or fifth in the Big 
12 South by most publications.

“T h at’s how it’s been since I’ve 
been here, it a in ’t nothing new, 
but I enjoy it,” W hitlock said. “We 
use it as m otivation and everything 
else, but I don’t mind it at all re­
ally.”

Senior cornerback Jam ar W all 
also is accustomed to lower expecta­
tions from outsiders.

“W e’re underestim ated every 
year actually,” W all said. “ It’s really 
no big deal to us. We hear it, but 
we don’t let it get to us. We just do 
what we do best; work to come out 
and prove people wrong.”

Carter said the team doesn’t put 
any stock in the projections.

“Everyone says we win a game 
that we’re not supposed to every 
single year,” he said. “Th e play­
ers and the coaches don ’t see it 
as that.

“We believe we can win every

single game. W henever you believe 
that you can ’t win a gam e, you 
shouldn’t be playing it anymore.” 

Carter said being near the bot­
tom of preseason polls won’t be a 
source of inspiration, but he said 
they will draw on the experiences 
of last season for motivation. = 

W hether the media is checking 
out his tattoos, speculating on if 
Leach will go left ear only or double 
studs, or the Red Raiders transition. 
Carter said the team is excited for 
the season.

“We’re ready to go,” he said. “It’s 
definitely not a rebuilding year.” 

jon.amold@ttu.edu

Brazilian police rule 
Gatti’s death suicide

RIO  DE JA N E IR O  (A P) — 
Boxer Arturo Gatti’s death was ruled 
a suicide by police Thursday and 
his wife, once suspected of killing 
the former champion, was released 
from jail.

Lead investigator Paulo Alberes 
told The Associated Press authorities 
decided Gatti killed himself on July 
11 while at a seaside resort in north­
eastern Brazil.

When asked if police had deter­
mined the case was a suicide, Alberes 
said “yes.” He offered no other details, 
though a judge —  in ordering the 
release of Gatti’s wife —  cited the 
police investigation and wrote that 
“the victim took his own life, com­
mitting suicide by hanging.”

The: boxer’s widow, 23-year-old 
Amanda Rodrigues, said in a phone 
interview as she walked out of jail she 
thinks Gatti may have killed himself 
because he was afraid she was going to 
leave him after the pair had a violent 
disagreement in public the night 
before his death.

“We had an argument in the street. 
Then he pushed me and 1 hurt myself. 
I believe that when we got home and 
he saw that he hurt me, he thought I 
would leave him, that 1 would tell him

to just let me go, that I would separate 
from him,” Rodrigues said. “He did that 
in a moment of weakness. He was drunk, 
maybe he didn’t know what he was do­
ing, maybe he thought 1 would leave him 
the next day.”

A  day after the 3 7 -year-old Gatti was 
found dead, police said that Rodrigues 
had strangled him with her purse strap 
as he drunkenly slept.

But police began to back off the ac­
cusation about a week later after a coro­
ner’s report said Gatti may have killed 
himself as he was found “suspended 
and hanged.” The autopsy report didn’t 
exclude the possibility he was slain, 
but said he also could have died in an 
unexplained accident, or could have 
committed suicide.

“The police investigation concluded 
that Arturo killed himself,” said Celio 
Avelino, Rodrigues’ attorney. “I’ve said 
before it would have been impossible 
for her to suspend and hang a man of 
that size.”

Judge Ildete Verissimo de Lima 
ordered the immediate release of Ro­
drigues after receiving the police report. 
The judge wrote that police informed the 
court “the detention of the suspect was 
no longer needed” as the investigation 
“excludes the possibility of murder.”

Sandra Gal grabs Women^s 
British Open lead with 69

LYTHAM ST. A N N ES, Eng­
land (AP) —  Sandra Gal of Ger­
many shot a 3-under 69 Thursday 
to grab the lead after the first round 
of the Women’s British Open.

A t 9:15 p.m., at the end of a 
round that lasted nearly six hours. 
G al chipped from the greenside 
rough over a mound to about a foot 
from the flag. She escaped with a 
skillful par and finished a shot ahead 
of Angela Stanford and Song-Hee 
Kim, who each posted a 70 earlier.

Stanford birdied the last hole

from 30 feet, and Kim —  one of 29 
South Koreans in the championship 
field —  made a birdie on No. 18 from 
20 feet.

“That probably ranks pretty high 
for me,” Gal said. “They were very 
tough conditions, but 1 felt 1 played 
steady and kept my ball in the fairway 
most of the tiine.

“And that shot at the last was 
very nice. I just tried to get it as 
high up in the air as 1 could and it 
just landed perfect. It could not have 
been better.”
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Placing Your Ad

Line Ad Rates
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Please check your ad care­
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Deadlines
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Classified Display Ads:
4 p.m. three days in advance. 
Please call for rates for display 
advertising.

Payments

All classifieds ads must be prepaid 
prior to publication by credit card, 
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Checks should be made payable to 
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www.dailytoreador.com
For the fastest and easiest service, place and pay for 
your ad online! Click on the “Classifieds” link on our 
Web site to get started!

E-mail: dawn.zuerker@ttu.edu 
Remember to include a contact number!
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TUTORS
VIOLIN, VIOLA & PIANO LESSONS. Near Tech. 
Call: (888)823-3675.

HELP WANTED
50TH STREET CABOOSE

SportsBar hiring: servers, bartenders, doormen, 
hosts. Daily drink specials! 5027 50th. 796-2240.

ALLIED HEALTH major needed for male patient in 
private home setting. Excellent opportunity for ex­
perience in field of health care. 795-7495.

BABYSITTER NEEDED to keep my two kids at 
home rest of summer. Will also need the same per­
son to pick up after school when it starts. Please 
call if interested. (806)543-6449.

CHILDCARE CENTER now hiring. Teachers for 
morning and afternoon. Will work with flexible 
schedule. Please apply in person. 2423-87th St.

COPPER CABOOSE
Hiring bartenders, cocktails for Texas Hold’Em 

Tournaments. Tue/Thur/Sun 7pm. 56th & Ave Q. 
744-0183.

DON’T JUST GETAJOB
Getasuperjob. Supertan is hiring. Apply online 
www.Getasupertan.com or 3 locations 82nd & 
Slide, 4th & Slide, 82nd & University.

DOUBLE T ZONE has reopened. We are seeking 
hard working associates to fill all shifts and work 
game day events. Can not work weekdays! We 
have game day only shifts that pay well. Apply in 
person at the temporary Double T Zone store just 
west of Jones At&t Stadium near the commuter 
lot.

FIX IT person with computer skills. Eye doctor’s 
office across from Tech. Flexible hours. 3415 19th 
St.

GREAT JOB for student! Leasing Consultant for 
The Fountains Apartments. F/T thru August, P/T 
beginning Sept. Great pay plus commissions and 
apt. discount.
Send resume to tiffanybrown@arn.net.

HIRING EXPERIENCED gymnastics instructors 
and/or childcare providers. Flexible hours. Must be 
fun and enthusiastic. Call TEGA 866-9765.

LAB ASSISTANT
PT M-F, some Saturdays. 7am to 12 pm. Apply in 
person at Avero Diagnostics, 410 N. Utica Ave.

LOOKING FOR A FUN JOB
working with kids? YW CA hiring for after school 
(2:45p.m.-6p.m.) positions. Late summer through 
fall semester. P/T summer shifts M-F, 8-6. Apply at 
35th & Flint, or call Carolyn at 806-792-2723, ext. 
3217.

MASSAGE ENVY looking for a motivated Sales 
Associate M-W-F, 7:45am to 2:00pm for the fall 
semester (you may work additional weekend 
hours). $7.25 per hour plus commission. 687- 
3689, Ashley.

HELP WANTED
MEDICAL CFFICE needs student interested in pa­
tient care for part time, $7.50 / hour to start. Will co­
ordinate with class schedule. Apply 3303 Univer­
sity Ave. Tuesday-Friday.

CFFICE HELP needed. Running errands, changing 
tires, mowing, etc. Heavy lifting required. 806-748- 
1305.

PART TIME baby sitter needed. 3pm-6pm. Child 
experience preferable. 698-0818.790-8446.

PART-TIME work mowing yards. Call 745-1614.

POOR AND PALE?
Fix that today! Supertan is hiring. Apply online 
www.getasupertan.com or 3 locations 82nd and 
Slide, 4th and Slide, 82nd and University.

SHIPPING & Inventory clerk with excellent num- 
bers sense, accuracy, neat appearance, and quiet 
personality. Work schedule: at least 20 hours per 
week. Must be able to carry 75 lbs. unaided up and 
down stairs. Apply in person 10:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.- 
m. Paddle Tramps, 1317 University Ave. No 
phone calls please.

WANT TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE?
YW CA is hiring part time and substitute staff for 
our child development center. Located at 3101 
34th. Cur Headstart program located at 1500 Ave. 
N. Applications available at both locations from 7-6 
Monday-Friday.

WGRSHIP LEADER for young adult faith experi­
ence. Acoustic guitar needed. Keyboard/vocals a 
plus. We are looking for a ministry partner. Com­
pensation competitive. Chaplain@texastechcanter- 
bury.org.

FURNISHED
2 BEDROOM/2 BATH

$489 a bedspace. All utilities included except elec­
tricity. Please call (432) 413-8715.

FIRST 2 MONTHS FREE
Sublease Grove Apartment. 1 bed/bath in 3 
bed/bath. $455/month, utilities included. 
jordan.hoover@ttu.edu.

UNFURNISHED
$200 INCENTIVE if leased by August 1.2 bedroom,- 
2 bath. $489 a bedspace. Please call (432)638- 
4054.

1 BEDRGGM back house. Close to campus. 2124 
16th. $450 No dogs. Sheri Gallo Realtor (512)695- 
2002.

1 BEDROOM
Near Tech, rear house. $395.00 a month, 3320- 
28th. 806-470-7088.

UNFURNISHED UNFURNISHED UNFURNISHED ROOMMATES
1 BEDROOM

$495/month! Located close to Tech. Sierra Cross­
ing Apartments located at 2717 3rd Street. Hurry 
in, offer ends soon. Contact our leasing office at 
806-747-3377 or visit our website at 
www.mcdougal.com.

1414 TEXAS Ave. City living in downtown Lub- 
bock. City Streets Lofts,1 & 2 bedroom lofts avail­
able. Visit citystreetslofts.com or call 687-7058 to 
schedule a tour today.

2 BEDROOM, 2 BATH
Updated Tech Terrace home. 2505 32nd, close to 
campus. Hardwoods, dishwasher, mowing in­
cluded. No pets. $950/month. See pics at www.- 
TechTerrace.com. Call Tommy at 781-4934.

2/1 - newly remodeled. New re-
fridgerator and microwave. Fenced 
backyard. 4914 37th. $750/month.
$550 deposit. 806-928-1842 or 441-
4690.

2/1 2610 Ave. T $700/month. $400/deposit. Re­
cently remodeled, with all appliances. Call Dane 
806-441-4868.

2/1 DUPLEX, both sides available. 1901 15th St. 
$700/month. $400/deposit. Call Dane 806-441- 
4868.

2/i KITCHEN appliances, W/D com
nections, H/A, Near Tech. 
$450/month + $400 deposit. 2313-
25th. 744-6100.

3 BEDROOM 2 BATH
Near Tech. Washer/ dryer, dishwasher, large back 

patio. 3320-28th. $1185.00 a month. 806-470-7088,

3 BEDRGGM house. 1 block Tech. Central heat re­
frigerated air. No pets. Washer/dryer. $950/month. 
Bills paid. 792-3118.

3/2/1 CENTRAL H/A. Dishwasher, re­
frigerator, washer/dryer. Hardwood
floors. Fenced yard. Ouiet renters. No 
smoking. 48th and Memphis. Avail­
able August 10. $990/month. 773-
4248.

3207 31st. 4 bedroom/2 bath. Large rec room. 
Deck. Patio. $1600. Wayne Backus 806-794-5800.

4 BEDROOM/2BATH, HOUSE FOR RENT
5210 16th street. Great neighborhood close to 
Tech. New carpet/paint. Pets welcome. 
$1300/month + deposit. Call for details 806-283- 
0339.

4/2/1 W/D connections, Central H l K ,  

some appliances, 2311-25th, Near 
Tech. $750/month + $500 deposit.
744-6100.

4/2/2 CARPORT. 5 acres. $1200/month. 151st and 
Frankford. 790-5001.

AFFORDABLE
2 bedroom brick home. 1 bath. Lovely hardwood 
floors. Security system. Large fenced yard. 
Friendly pet welcome. Appliances. W/D included. 
Carport. Nice storage building. Patio. 5 blocks off 
campus on 22nd. $575. Call BJ at 795-2011.

AFFORDABLE
3 blocks off campus. Near 22nd & University. One 
bedroom house. Clean. Newly decorated. Nevv 
paint. Fridge and Stove. W/D. Private parking. Al­
ley entrance. Private fenced yard. Friendly pet wel­
come. Hardwood floors. $335. Lease. For appoint­
ment to view, photos and info, see Ann at 4211- 
34th (afternoons 1-5). Move in today.

AFFORDABLE
Special. Near 39th and Slide. Large clean 3 bed­
room house. One bath. Fridge, stove, dishwasher, 
hookups. Patio. Garage. Good fenced yard. 
Friendly pet welcome. $695. Move in today. 5324- 
39th. Call for appointment 795-2011.

AFFORDABLE
1 bedroom garage apartment. Clean. 
Appliances. Oven and fridge. 4 blocks 
off campus on 21st. Alley entrance. 
Private yard. W/D hookups. Private 
parking. $325/month. For appoint­
ment see Ann at 4211 -34th.

AFFORDABLE
Special. 4 blocks off campus. Large one bedroom 
duplex. Appliances. Security system. Lovely 
hardwood floors. Separate study. Private park­
ing. Move in today. 2214 21st. $455.
Call for appointment 795-2011.

AFFORDABLE
We have some wonderful 1, 2, 3 bedroom homes 
in quiet residential neighborhoods with nice appli­
ances and lovely yards. Pets are welcome at 
many properties. Short leases available on some 
one bedrooms. For info photos and appointment to 
view come by and visit with Ann or BJ at 4211 34th 
or call 795-2011.

BACKYARD APARTMENT near Tech. Clean, 
quiet, reasonable. No pets. 741-1800.

CLOSE TO CAMPUS
We have several one bedroom houses with appli­
ances. Private parking and private yard. Price 
$295-$595. For info see Ann or BJ at 4211 34th, af­
ternoons 1-5.

DOWNTOWN LOFT & STU- 
DIO APARTMENTS

Not your typical cookie-cutter apartment experi­
ence. 1-2 bedroom /1.5-2 bath units - sized from 
1400-1500 sq. ft. Remodel of old warehouse. 20’ 
exposed wood ceilings. Stained concrete floors. 
Wireless internet available. Very quiet, laid-back 
community. Perfect for Tech faculty/staff, gradu­
ate, law, & medical students. Note: all units re­
quire non-smoking. $850/month. Available Now.
Ask about our move-in specials. 601 Main St. 
763-6097.

DUPLEX - 3/3/2 and 3/2/1 both with laundry 
room/fenced yard. Properties maintained for you 
4th& Frankford area. Call 806-445-7303.

EFFICIENCY GARAGE apartment with appliances. 
$225/month, includes utilities. 3208 31st rear,come 
by after 5pm. Available August 1st. 325-573-0957.

HALF BLOCK Tech. Small, remodeled garage 
type efficiency apartment. No pets. Parking. Seri­
ous students only. A/C. $335/month, utilities paid. 
792-3118.

HOUSE FOR rent. 3/1. Ready by August 1st. 
$850/month plus deposit. Year’s lease. 3615 23rd. 
632-5063.

HUGE 4/2/2. Central h/a. Fireplace. Large living 
room. Available July. $1325/month. $500 deposit. 
4330 56th. 806-778-9467.

LYNNWOOD TOWNHOMES. 2, 3, 4 master bed- 
room suite homes. Garages. Free cable and Inter­
net. On Tech bus route. Visit our web site at 
www.lynnwoodtownhomes.com 785-7772.

NEAR TECH and medical. 6115 7th Drive. Avail- 
able August 1st. $995/month. Call 214-543-8545.

REAR EFFICIENCY apartment.
$450/month, bills paid. 1920-17th 
St. Rear. 5 blocks from Tech. Call Bill 
470-7037.

UNUSUAL OPPORTUNITY. 3 bedroom. 2 bath 
apartments available with washer/dryer units. Fire­
place. 1187 sf. Savannah Oaks 5204 50th. 806- 
797-8612.

VERY NICE, remodeled 2/1/1 .Three blocks from 
campus.$650. Large bedrooms, hardwood floors, 
washer/dryer, refrigerator, spacious backyard, 
security system, pets welcome. (806)681-7095.

FOR SALE
AKC LAB PUPPIES

Great hunting or family pets. 1st 
shots, dewormed, dewclawed. 806- 
577-8901,432-386-6868.

MATTRESS, FURNITURE
5127 34th Street (34th & Slide). 785-7253.

MISCELLANEOUS
STUDENT DISCOUNT 10%

4425 N. Frankford (1 block south of 
Clovis Rd.) Open Thursday, Friday & 
Saturday 10-3. Furniture, household 
and miscellaneous.

ROOMMATES ~
1 BED/1 bath of a 4 bed/4 bath apartment at Uni­
versity Courtyard, laurenmichelle312@yahoo.com.

1 BEDROOM 2/1/1, 38th and Elgin. $500 plus 1/2 
bills. Serious students, jason.l.durbin@gmail.com. 
Deposit negotiable. Email with questions.

2 FEMALE Roommates for 3/2 near 4th & Frank- 
ford. $450/month, $250/deposit. All bills paid. Fully 
furnished except bedroom. Internet, Cable, W/D, 
security system. Available August 1st. 806-632- 
5331.

2 Roommates needed (male or female) for Del 
Estrado Townhomes. Located at 62nd and Indiana. 
Available beginning of Fall 2009 semester. Rent is 
approximately $300/month. Please call David at 
(817) 266-4457 or email d.niven@ttu.edu.

2 ROOMS in a brand new home on 36th and Mil­
waukee in nice, fairly new neighborhood. Cost: 
$450.00 plus bills. 2 rooms connected by bath. Fire­
place. Neighborhood pool/pavillions. Security sys­
tem. 10 minutes from campus. Fenced backyard. 2 
car garage. Nice running neighborhood. Wireless 
Internet.

FEMALE ROOMMATE needed 2009-2010 school 
year. 2409-25th. 2 bedroom house. Clean, close to 
campus. Bike/bus/drive. Call Barbara 817 488- 
1560.

MALE ROOMMATE. Upscale neighborhood 27th & 
Slide. 3/2/2, 2300 sf. 2 fireplaces, dish/wifi. A  must 
see. $550/month, all utilities paid. (806)544-5583.

ROOMMATE NEEDED. $375/month + utilities. 
Newly remodeled, furnished except for bedroom. 
Comer of 57th & Ave. U. Call Blake at (817) 565- 
0606.

ROOMMATE WANTED: share 3/2. $400/month, 
$200/deposit. All utilities & internet included. Wash­
er/dryer. No pets. Close to campus. 5713 Emory 
Street. 254-289-4673, 512-525-3599.

UNIVERSITY COURTYARD 
3BEDROOM, 3BATH

I will pay August and September rent for you. I 
need someone to take over my lease for 8/09 to 
7/10. No deposit required. $485.00 a month. Un­
able to return to Tech this year. Urgent. 
twmcneil59@yahoo.com. Ask for Terri.

SERVICES
AFFORDABLE MOVING

Quick, easy professional moving. 
Reasonable prices. Local or long dis­
tance. Free estimate on the phone 
Call 799-4033.

BUY AND SELL
Textbooks and Games online with
Tech Students @ www.eFori.com
Use Referred by: 07TPC31 for 7 FREE
TRADES!

COMPUTER PROBLEMS?
$25.00 off repair, virus & spyware removal, wire­
less networking, www.fastteks.com. 797-FAST. 
fastteks.lubbock@gmail.com.

EZ DEFENSIVE DRIVING.
Free Chicken Fried Steak Included! Only $26.95. 
Cell 781-2931. More Information 
www.LubbockClass.com.
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Carter showing ability to lead
By ALEX YBARRA

Editor-in-Chief

After being named as an All- 
Am erican last year and a preseason 
A ll-Big 12 Conference selection 
for 2009, Texas Tech  offensive 
lineman Brandon Carter wants to 
be more of a leader to ensure the 
Red Raiders finish strong this time 
around.

And with his presence at Big 12 
Media Days in Irving this week, he’s 
already gotten started.

“ I think the O klahom a game 
was a huge hit to us,” Carter said 
of Tech’s 65-21 loss to the Sooners 
after starting the season with a 10-0 
record. “We had a huge high note 
with Oklahoma State and Texas.

“T h at schedule was hard, we 
gave it everything we had in the 
Texas and Oklahoma State game. 
It was huge to us to win those 
games, and we went down hill from 
there.”

T ech  h ad  a co m eb ack  w in 
against Baylor in Lubbock before 
entering the C otton  Bowl where 
the Red Raiders lost to Ole Miss.

Carter said the “leadership kinda 
went downhill” after the loss to 
O k lah om a, saying “people ju st 
didn’t really care much about that 
afterwards” and the team  should 
have taken the C otton Bowl “more 
seriously.”

“I’ll make sure that in the bowl 
game and the last game of the sea­
son that we’re focused,” he said. “A  
lot of those young guys don’t realize 
that the bowl gam e’s not about a 
vacation. It is not a vacation, it’s 
not about the presents, the money 
whatever. It’s about the game.

“T h at’s why we’re there. W e’re 
there to win a game, and I’ll make 
sure we do that this year.”

This is all part of the senior’s new 
role. Granted, Carter was an inte­

gral piece to a mortster offensive line 
in 2008, and incredibly identifiable 
because of the makeup plastered on 
his face, the tattoos and the massive 
mohawk. ^

But this year seem s different 
for Carter, who passed on the N FL 
Draft in A pril before deciding to 
return for one final year.

H e ’s a leader, a  frontrunner 
for captain, and a magnet for the 
media.

A t  B ig  12 M e d ia  D ays on  
W ednesday, T ech  co ach  M ike 
Leach discussed a couple charac­
teristics that make Carter special, 
saying his top lineman “looks like 
a curveball, but it’s going to come 
in as a fastball straight down the 
middle.”

There’s Carter’s intelligent de­
meanor.

“H e’s got the highest test score 
on  our team ,” Leach said. “H e ’s 
a ridiculously articulate person. I 
remember he hadn’t had Germ an 
or anything, and he had the class. 
So  he takes something like G er­
m an II. I can ’t rem em ber w hat 
it was, because it fit his schedule 
better and then of course did real 
well at it.”

Then there’s the intensity.
“H e ’s one o f those guys that 

wishes we were playing a double- 
header instead of one game,” Leach 
continued. “He plays really intense. 
A nd you can literally see, regardless 
of the score, he’s disappointed the 
game’s over.

“A nd you’re talking about just 
a huge, gigantic person ambling 
around, d iving at stuff, h ittin g  
stuff, wrecking stuff and then looks 
up at the clock and is upset that 
it’s over.”

A nd there’s also the wrestling 
aspirations— either Mixed Martial 
Arts or the entertainment kind.

“Hopefully I can continue my
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OFFENSIVE LINEM AN BRANDON Carter will be an important piece 
if Texas Tech plans on having a productive season in 2009.

football career after this year,” he 
said. “I think I could manage being 
a wrestler. I think it’d be fiin. I’m a 
huge mixed martial arts fan. I watch 
that kind of stuff all the time. I’d do 
that also. I box every single day, and 
I try to train M M A  every once in 
a while to stay flexible. I just love 
anything physical.”

Carter acknowledged that lead­
ership will be a key role this year and 
he is happy to take part in it, but 
he challenges others on the team 
to step up as leaders “because we’re 
gorma need it.”

For the recent Ultimate Fighting 
Championship 100, he took to his 
role as a leader by inviting team­
mates to watch it at his place.

“ I had over probably half the 
team, and we all had burnt hot dogs 
and we all watched it,” he said. “I 
think it was good for the team. I 
think it brought a lot of the guys 
together.

“I try to do stuff like that every 
once in a while for those guys and 
tell them I appreciate their hard 
work and everything.” 

> ^ daniel.ybarra@ttu.edu

Seven more records 
broken; total at 29

ROME (AP) —  When in Rome, 
throw out the record book.

No need for one at the fastest show 
on water.

Even with Michael Phelps sitting 
in the stands, seven more world re­
cords fell Thursday. For those who’ve 
lost count, that’s 29 over five days at 
the Foro Italico —  and there’s still 
three days to go at the world cham­
pionships.

At last summer’s Beij ing Olympics, 
swimmers broke 25 records at the 
Water Cube, and the world thought 
that would be tough to beat.

Records fell so fast in Thursday’s 
nine events that the crowd barely 
had time to cheer one swimmer before 
another mark dropped.

“I thmk it’s only been two or three 
races that haven’t had a world record,” 
said Australia’s Jess Schipper, who got 
in on the fun by taking down the old 
standard in the 200-meter butterfly.

So, is this a good thing? Or does 
it cheapen the coin of the realm, so 
to speak?

“It’s hard to say,” Schipper said. 
“It’s been a very exciting meet. It’s 
been very fast. But we all knew it 
was going to be fast coming in here, 
so nobody can say that they didn’t 
expect this. I think that the world 
records, while they may have been 
helped with the suits, it still has a lot 
to do with the swimmer and the work 
you’ve put in.”

Ryan Lochte got things rolling 
by breaking Phelps’ mark in the 
200-meter individual medley, with 
the former record holder cheering him 
on. The Chinese women finished it off 
with a flourish, taking down the 800 
freestyle relay mark by more than two 
seconds in a thrilling race with the 
hard-charging Americans, who also 
broke the previous record but only 
got silver.

For the most part, the swimmers 
are just enjoying the ride, knowing 
this might be as fast as they’ll ever 
swim and have it count. Some of 
these records could stand for years, 
even decades, if FIN A  follows through 
on its plan to ban bodysuits in 2010 
and ensure that next-generation 
attire is made from textile fabrics 
instead of buoyant materials such as 
polyurethane.

Soaking up some rays on the sunny 
side of the stadium, a bare-chested 
Phelps joined in the celebration when 
Lochte touched in 1 minute, 54.10 
seconds. That broke Phelps’ gold- 
medal time of 1:54.23 from Beijing, 
and Lochte did it wearing the year-old 
Speedo LZR Racer, just like Phelps the 
previous night when he broke his own 
world record in the 200 butterfly.

“Everyone is complaining about all 
these new suits, blah blah blah, and I 
go out there and wear the same suit 
that’s been out there and I just give it 
to them,” Lochte said.

He would have liked Phelps in the 
water, not the stands. Phelps actually 
had an entire day off, the benefits of a 
reduced schedule in Rome. Not quite 
as fit as he was last year, he dropped 
both the 200 and 400 individual 
medley from his program.

“It feels good to do that (world 
record), but at the same time I wish 
he was doing it,” Lochte said, referring 
to his biggest rival. “I love a challenge. 
And I love racing against him, because 
he is one of the best swimmers ever. 
Anytime I can race against him, I 
would be more than happy to.”

Although his swimsuit may be out 
of style, Lochte did break out a new 
set of “grilL,” blinging up the medal 
stand and bringing a little levity to 
the ceremony, as he did after winning 
his first world title at Melbourne two 
years ago.
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AUSTIN (AP) —  Calvy Schoen 
stands on the pitcher’s mound in his 
Austin Express uniform, sweating in 
the still-sweltering evening sun.

Marbridge is winning the softball 
game, leading the Express 5-0 in the 
second inning. Calvy’s pitches are 
unpredictable —  sometimes wild, 
sometimes precise —  and the 21 -year- 
old H-E-B bagger is frustrated.

Last year, Calvy was the Express’ 
relief pitcher. Now he’s the starter.

“I blew it so far,” he says a few 
minutes later, in the dugout. “Look 
at the score.”

The game last week was the first 
of the season for the Express, one of 
five adult softball teams organized 
by Special Olympics Texas and the 
Austin Parks and Recreation De­
partment. The program, which has 
been around for nearly two decades, 
caters to players with intellectual 
disabilities.

Special Olympics is mostly associ­
ated with its statewide and national 
competitions that lure accomplished

athletes in sports such as powerlifting, 
swimming, track and basketball. But 
the nonprofit also offers year-round 
programs in more than 20 sports.

“There’s literally something go­
ing on every weekend,” said Andi 
Baca Kelly, spokeswoman for Special 
Olympics Texas, which serves 32,000 
people across the state.

Calvy hooked up with the orga­
nization three years ago after hearing 
about it from a friend. The Austin 
man had always loved sports, but 
participating was difficult.

Calvy was bom with hydrocepha­
lus, an abnormal buildup of water in 
the brain that caused his intellectual 
disabilities. He also was flat-footed, 
and in eighth grade he had surgery 
that left his legs in casts for months.

In high school, he couldn’t play 
because of his shunt —  which drains 
the excess water from his brain— and 
leg braces. He satisfied himself by 
watching University of Texas baseball 
on television.

Calvy has wanted to pitch since

he jo in ed the softball program. 
He’s worked with his coaches. He’s 
practiced at home with his mother’s 
boyfriend, Steve McBride.

But when the first game of the sea­
son arrives, Calvy is jittery. He tries 
to soothe his nerves before the game 
by listening to Nickelback.

A t 6:30 p.m ., C alvy and his 
teammates gather in a dugout on the 
Krieg Fields in southeast Austin. Two 
coaches go over the basics: Hit, catch, 
throw, run, have fun.

Calvy wants to pitch well against 
the team from Marbridge, a 170-acre 
South Austin campus for people with 
disabilities. The last time the two 
met, Marbridge won 14-2, and Calvy 
doesn’t want a repeat.

It’s hot out there on the sunny 
field, with temperatures pushing 100 
degrees. Calvy’s palms are sweating, 
and the ball slips from his hand.

M cBride and C alvy ’s mother, 
Ellen, sit near the field in lawn 
chairs, shouting encouragement and 
advice.

Vick says he^s ^getting close^ to deal
NEW PORT NEW S, Va. (AP) 

—  Michael Vick said Thursday that 
he is getting close to signing with a 
professional football team but refused 
to elaborate.

Vick made the comment to re­
porters as he left a courtroom after

a hearing in his bankruptcy case. 
Asked about his progress in signing 
with a team, Vick said: “We’re get­
ting close.” He declined to answer 
additional questions.

NFL commissioner Roger Goodell 
conditionally reinstated Vick on
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Monday, a week after the former 
Atlanta Falcons star completed his 
23-month sentence for running a 
dogfighting ring. Vick is free to sign 
with a team and could be playing in 
the NFL by week sbc.

He also could play in one of a 
couple of football minor leagues if no 
NFL team signs him. His agent, Joel 
Segal, did not immediately return a 
telephone message.

Vick, 29, did not speak during 
the hearing. Afterward, the U .S . 
bankruptcy tmstee and a lawyer for 
Vick’s creditors shook Vick’s hand 
and congratulated him on his NFL 
reinstatement. Vick thanked them 
and said, “It’s exactly what I needed 
at this point in my life.”

U .S . Bankruptcy Judge Frank 
Santoro postponed until Friday a 
decision on whether to approve $1.5 
million in legal fees sought by Crowell 
&  Moring, the Madison Avenue law 
firm representing Vick in the Chapter 
11 case. Santoro was astonished that 
the firm is billing Vick for 8,000 hours 
of work over about 10 months.

“I don’t understand how that hap­
pens,” said Santoro
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