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Sen. Kay Bailey
Hutchison visits
Tech community

PHOTO BY LAUREN PAPE/ The Duaily Toreador
SEN. KAY BAILEY Hutchison (R) speaks at a news conference fol-

lowing a luncheon at the International Culture Center on Thursday.

By SUMMER CHANDLER
Starr Writer

In what could be her last visit
to Lubbock as a U.S. senator, Kay
Bailey Hutchison said Texas’ increase
in research funding was one of her
proudest moments during her terms in
the Senate.

Thursday at the Texas Tech Inter-
national Cultural Center, Hutchison
said when she took office, Texas was
ranked sixth in the nation in the receipt
of federal research funds.

The state is now ranked third,
she said.

Hutchison said she is glad Tech’s
research funding has increased in its
goal of achieving tier-one status.

“ am real proud of getting $100
million dollars for the great research
projects for Texas Tech,” she said. “I
think (the research projects) have put
Tech on the national map now. I think
we're going to grow, we're going to grow
economically, and Texas Tech is going
to grow in numbers.”

However, in comments after the
event, Hutchison said, she is not as
satisfied with the funding for K-12
education in the state.

She said Terence Stutz of the Dallas
Moming News recently quoted Texas
Gov. Rick Perry having said Texas
schools have an “adequate amount
of money.” Figures from the National
Education Association’s most recent re-
port, however, suggest Texas will spend

approximately $8,900 per student this
yeat. The national average, according to
the NEA report, is more than $11,400
per student.

' “Lam not pleased with what
have seen in our public education,”
Hutchison said. “I certainly think that
we have cut too much from education
and I think that we need to be much
more attentive to the needs of our K-12.

“] think we are not doing what we
should be doing at the K-12 level to
make sure that every child has a chance
to reach their full potential. I would
say that we are not nearly what Texas
should be.”

Hutchison, who will not run for
re-election for her Senate seat this year,
said she does not plan to retire from
politics, necessarily.

“You know, I plan to keep working,
but [ don’t know where,” she said. “I
don’t want to retire. I want to retire
from the Senate, but I don’t want to
retire from being engaged in different
things.”

Several candidates have filed with
the Federal Election Commission
signaling their intention to run for
Hutchison’s seat, including former
Texas Solicitor Gen. Ted Cruz , Texas
state senator Lt. Gov. David Dewhurst,
former ESPN football analyst Craig
James and former Dallas mayor Tom
Leppert.

Hutchison was elected to the U.S.
Senate in 1993.
»»-schandler@dailytoreador.com

By ASHLYN TUBBS

S1arr Writer

When life threw a challenge to Trish
Downing, she rolled right over it.

Downing, who is an athlete and mo-
tivational speaker, had one major goal:
to become an elite-level bicyclist. She
was obsessed with bike riding, and would
travel across the country with her friends,
competing in various races.

Since she was a teacher, Downing had
the summer off to concentrate on her pas-
sion of cycling. She raced with the profes-
sional cyclists she looked up to, and started
making plans when she got home to take
the steps to be in their shoes someday. She
hired a cycling coach and began training,
harder and harder.

One day her friend, Matt, wanted to
go sightseeing on their bikes. They rode
out of where she lived, in Cherry Creek in

Denver, and headed downtown and then
west to Lookout Mountain.

During the trip, when' Downing
stopped at a bar along the way to fill their
water bottles, she noticed the Olympic
games were playing on the TV — more
importantly, the cycling event. Downing
said she felt like it was a sign from above.

She asked Matt if he would like to
watch the cycling with her in the bar, but
he said he would rather start thelr voyage
back home.

Downing said she let Matt ride in front
of her so he could feel good about himself.
As she lagged behind, Downing said she
was lost on the thoughts of being a cyclist.
She looked up, and Matt was crossing Crab
Apple Street. A driver apparently did
not see Matt on his bike, and Downing
watched as Matt made a large swerving
motion around the car.

The driver, Downing realized with

PHOTO BY EMILY DE SANTOS/ The Daily Toreador
TRISH DOWNING SHARES her story with students during a Tech Activities Board event in the Student Union Building ballroom Thursday.
Downing became paralyzed after being hit head-on while training on her bicycle and used the event to inspire people to persevere.

Guest speaker shares motivational story

horror, did not see anything at all as the
car headed for her next.

The front wheel of her bike hit the
front bumper of the car, and she went
sailing into the air. Next thing she knew,
Downing said she felt the warm pavement,
but nothing below her legs.

Matt called the ambulance, and when

the emergency vehicles showed up—after

asking Downing some questions — they
transferred her to a hospital in Denver.
Downing said as they cut the clothing

-off her legs, she knew she should feel the

cold metal of the scissors, but could not
feel anything else.

She had a spinal cord injury, and the
doctors told her family she would never
walk again.

“So much for all my dreams andgoals,”
Downing said.

The accident shattered almost all
the vertebrae in her back, two ribs, her

scapula and one vertebra in her neck.
She had to spend three-and-a-half weeks
in an Intensive Care Unit, basically being
put back together until she had to go into
rehabilitation. .

“They said they were going to put my
life back together,” Downing said, “but
what’s to put together when you're in a
wheelchair?”

Downing said she did not know how
to get in a bed or shower by herself. She
had to start from the beginning.

Her first lesson in rehab was how to
sit up. Downing said she thought it would
be simple, but she was wrong. As she tried
to flex her stomach muscles to sit herself
up, nothing happened. Downing said she
felt defeated, but said her therapist told
her, “Just because you're in a wheelchair
doesn’t mean your life is over.”

DOWNING continued on Page 3 23

Architecture faculty to host “Re-Presentations” symposium

By NICOLE MOLTER

Srarr Writer

Six professors from the College
of Architecture will present research
projects in a faculty symposium called
“Re-Presentations” on Saturday, rang-
ing from topics of design methods and
environmentalism.

The symposium was organized by
Saif Hagq, associate academic dean for
the College of Architecture. Brian C.R.
Zugay, Ben Shacklette, Jeff Nesbit, Ben-
nett Neiman and Dean Andrew Vernooy
will present their projects with Hag.

“All six of us had presented papers
outside the symposium, all over the
place,” said Jeff Nesbit, instructor at the

College of Architecture. “The intention
is to bring those papers back into the col-
lege and re-present what we've presented
at a conference elsewhere. None of the
students or faculty intemally heard those
presentations.”
Each topic is different based upon the
individual’s research, Nesbit said.
“Architects each have a different

vision,” Haq said. “They understand
your needs in different ways. Even if the
need is the same, architects come up
with different solutions. The architect
puts himself or herself in the design,
because they interpret your need in a
different way.”

SYMPOSIUM cont. on Page 2 2
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Community
Calendar

TODAY

French High School Day
Time: 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Where: International Cultural
Center, Hall of Nations

So, what is it?

James Kaufman will discuss The
Texas Tech International Cultural
Center will host students in the
Lubbock Independent School
District for the day to learn about
the French program at Tech.
Buesseler Lectureship Featuring
Robert Montemayor: “Media,
Mentors, and the Truth”
Time: 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Where: McKenzie-Merket

So, what is it?

Robert Montemayor, the direc-
tor of Rutgers Latino Information
Network, 1984 Pulitzer Prize
winner and a Texas Tech alumnus,
will be the featured speaker at the
Buesseler Lectureship.

Feminist Forum: Feed Your Body
and Soul :
Time: Noon to 1 p.m.

Where: Teaching, Learning and
Professional Development Center,
Room 153 : .
So, what is it?

Enjoy this forum to further discuss
the past, present and future of
feminism, and how to create an
environment where the cultural
construction of gender can be
freely examined.

Texas Tech Baseball vs. St.
John'’s

Time: 5 p.m.

Where: Dan Law Field at Rip
Griffen Park

So, what is it?

Enjoy this forum to further discuss
the past, present and future of
feminism, and how to create an
environment where the cultural
construction of gender can be

freely examined.

SATURDAY

Get excited about Robotics
(GEAR) Competition for K-8
Students Kickoff Event

Time: 2 p.m. to 5 p.m.
Where: College of Engineer-
ing

So, what is it?

Get involved with this six to eight
weeks LEGO robotics challenge for
elementary and middle school-aged
students during which student
teams will build and program
LEGO robotics to perform specified
tasks.

Jazz Ensemble I Concert

Time: 8 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.
Where: Hemmle Recital Hall
So, what is it?

Enjoy this Tech Jazz Ensemble I
concert celebrating Black History
Month directed by Stephen Jones

SUNDAY

Talk by Suzanne Aker about
“Painting Icons”

Time: 2 p.m. to 3 p.m.
Where: Museum of Texas
Tech :

Enjoy a lecture from Suzanne Aker
about “Painting Icons.”

Zumba: Feed Your Body and Soul
Week

Time: 7:15 p.m. to 8:15 p.m.
Where: Robert H. Ewalt Student
Recreation Center, Court 5

Enjoy an introductory Zumba fit-
ness class.

To make a calendar submission
email dailytoreador@ttu.edu.

Events will be published either
the day or the day before they
take place. Submissions must
be sent in by 4 p.m. on the
preceding publication date.

Blotter: Non-student
detained in main library

Wednesday

7:58 a.m. — A Texas Tech
officer investigated criminal
mischief in the B3 parking lot
of the Health Sciences Center.
A vehicle’s driver side door was
scratched.

10:08 a.m. — A Tech officer
detained a non-student on the
2nd floor of the Texas Tech Li-
brary. The non-student was is-
sued a criminal trespass warning

for all Texas Tech University
property and released.

4:15 p.m. — A Tech officer
investigated a theft in the base-
ment of the Civil Engineering
building. An unsecured Coach
wallet and its contents were
taken.

Information provided by B.J.
Watson of the Texas Tech Police
Department.
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PHOTO BY ASHLEY RATCLIFFE/The Daily Toreador
KRISTY SCALES, A senior painting major from Bandera, hangs up her painting for her senior art exhibit in the Landmark Arts Gallery on Thursday.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Lessons from “Spatial Cog-
nition Research on Evidence-
Based Architecture,” “Self-
Generating Territories” and
“Beyond Bebop” are some
examples of the research proj-
ects. '

Spatial cognition and how
that can be incorporated in
evidence-based design is Haq’s
subject of discussion.
~ “Recently, in architecture
there has been a big surge
in evidence-based design,”
Haq said. “When architects
design anything, you can
do it intuitively, based it on
experience. Nowadays, the
new trend on evidence-based
design is that you make design
decisions. based on research
that has been done before and
published and peer reviewed.”

Spatial cognition means
understanding how human
beings understand and use

Symposium «

space, he said.

Learning how to “take cues
from the environment” is an
important element in this
study, Hagq said.

“So if I tell an architect,
‘If you get light in such and
such way, the study process
becomes easier.” A study room
can be designed to take ad-
vantage of that particular
situation,” he said.

Research and design for
Hag’s project has been devel-
oping for about 10 to 14 years.

“There is a quality of ex-
perience built into it and
individuality,” he said.

Nesbit said his topic is
about self-generating ter-
ritories.

“A lot of my research deals
with trying to understand site
conditions, what’s there first
before planting a building on
“it,” he said. “You don’t want to
fight the forces and the pres-
sures existing on the site as is.”

A lot of that research has
come from Nesbit’s indepen-

dent professional work.

“] have a firm called Haec-
ceitas Studio where a lot of
the work in the studio in that
firm is to start a discussion
about the emergence of exist-
ing conditions on a site to
create the proposal,” he said.

In-depth discussion of “go-
ing green” is also an element
in Nesbit’s research.

“I think that just providing
a building that is ‘green’ or
sustainable is not giving value
to a design,” he said. “There’s
been a real push for being
‘green’ and sustainable and
energy efficient. We shouldn’t
rely on just the engineering
aspect of it. Us, as designers,
could be more sensitive to the

way we think about how we

are constructing these sites.”

Bennett Neiman’s focus
for his project is about how
jazz music influences his ‘ar-
chitecture.

“A lot of this is based on
notions of jazz and mostly
improvisation,” he said.

Some people take this idea
too literally, Neiman said.

“For instance, the music is
soft, so my design is going to
be soft,” he said. “I don’t ap-
proach it that way.”

Neiman organizes his pfoj—
ect’s ideas in an analogy for-
mat between jazz music and
architecture.

“Architects do drawings
to build something,” he said.
“Musicians have notations
to play music. Jazz musicians
are a little different. They
take the idea that’s written
and improvise on it in differ-
ent directions. That’s what
I’'m interested in, is how you
make it up as you go along,
respond to what you’ve done,
and how you are creative with
what you have and developing
from it.”

The “Re-presentations”

i faculvyrsymposium will be

hosted Saturday in the Col-
lege of Architecture Gallery,
room 101A.
»»nmolter@dailytoreador.com

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Soaring gasoline prices are threat-
ening to undercut President
Barack Obamas re-election pros-
pects and offering Republicans an
easy target. With prices pushing
$4 a gallon and threatening to
go even higher, Obama sought
Thursday to confront rising pub-
lic anxiety and strike back at his
GOP critics.

“Only in politics do people
root for bad news, do they greet
bad news so enthusiastically,”
Obama said of Republicans. “You
pay more; they're licking their
chops.”

Obama said dismissively that
all the Republicans can talk
about is more drilling — “a
bumper sticker ... a strategy to get
politicians through an election”

— when the nation’s energy chal-
lenges demand much more. In a
speech in Miami, he promoted the
expansion of domestic oil and gas
exploration but also the develop-
ment of new forms of energy.

For all the political claims,
economists say there’s not much
a president of either party can do
about gasoline prices. Certainly
not in the short term. But it’s clear
that people are concerned —a new
Associated Press-GfK poll says
seven in 10 find the issue deeply
important — so it’s sure to be a
political issue through the summer.

“Right now, we're experiencing
yet another painful reminder of
why developing new energy is so
critical to our future,” the presi-
dent said. At an average of $3.58
a gallon, prices are already up 25
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cents since Jan. 1, and experts say
they could reach a record $4.25 a
gallon by Memorial Day.

. Those higher prices could hurt
consumer spending and unravel
some of the recent improvements
in the economy. And they could
also be a daily reminder to voters
to question Obama’s contention
that he’s making the nation — and
them — more secure.

While motorists are already
starting to complain, many econo-
mists see the $4-a-gallon mark
as a breaking point above which
the economy starts to suffer real
pain. Analysts estimate that every
one-cent increase is roughly a $1.4
billon drain on the economy.

Obama’s Republican challeng-
ers aren’t letting it all slide by.
They have stepped up their attacks
on his energy policies, including
his rejection last month of a pipe-
line to carry oil from Canada to
refineries on the U.S. Gulf Coast.
And they’re full of promises.

“I've developed a program for
American energy so no future
president will ever bow to a Saudi
king again, and so every American
can look forward to $2.50-a-gallon
gasoline,” former House Speaker
Newt Gingrich said in the Wednes-
day night GOP debate in Mesa,
Ariz. He calls his strategy “Drill
Here, Drill Now.”

At the same event, former Sen.
Rick Santorum of Pennsylvania
— who has warned of $5-a-gallon
gas — asserted that “we have a lot
of troubles around the world, as
you see the Middle East in flames
and what's going on in this country
with gas prices and the economy.”
And former Massachusetts Gov.
Mitt Romney suggested that even
more troubling than rising gasoline
prices was Iranian President Mah-
moud “Ahmadinejad with nuclear
weapons.”

In his speech at the University
of Miami, Obama sought to draw a
contrast with his GOP challengers
and made a pointed reference to

Higher gas prices cloud Obama’s re-election hopes

what he suggested was Republican
glee at rising gas prices.

“And you can bet that since it’s
an election year, they're already
dusting off their three-point plans
for $2 gas,” Obama said. “I'll save
you the suspense. Step one is drill,
step two is drill, and step three is
keep drilling. .. We've heard the
same thing for 30 years. Well, the
Anmerican people aren’t stupid.”

Addressing the rising public
anxiety, Obama said, “There are
no quick fixes to this problem, and
you know we can'’t just drill our
way to lower gas prices.” Anyone
suggesting otherwise was not being
honest, he said.

Still, Obama said he had or-
dered his administration to search
for every possible area to help
consumers in the coming months.
He said his administration’s “all-
of-the-above strategy,” one that
includes oil, gas, wind and solar
power, is the “only real solution”
to the nation’s energy challenges.

Gingrich quickly dismissed
Obama’s energy speech as “excuses
and fantasies.”

Presidents often get blamed for
rising gas prices, but there’s not
much they can do about them. The
current increases at the pump have
been driven by tensions in Iran and
by higher demand in the U.S. as
well as in China, India and other
quickly growing nations.

“Obviously, people go to the
pump all the time, so it’s some-
thing that really hits home with
the voters,” said Fred Greenstein,
a Princeton University professor
emeritus of politics. “It’s an easy
issue to talk about, and not an easy -
issue to accomplish very much on.”

In his Miami remarks, Obama
said that despite political criti-
cism of his policies “America is
producing more oil today than at
any time in the last eight years. He
also noted that, for the first time in
30 years, the United States is now
exporting more petroleum products
than it imports.
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Women’s rughy team makes an impact

By ASHLYN TUBBS

Starr Waiter

This group of women is not
afraid to get a little physical.

In fact, that is how they prefer it.

This is the Texas Tech Women's
Rugby team, consisting of about 15
players who enjoy to hit and run.

“I like that there’s a lot of
running involved, so it’s not only
like physically challenging, but
it takes a toll on your body,” said
team president Candace Balderas.
“It’s intense. It’s like an adrenaline
rush.”

Tech’s team was established
in 1995. It practice three times
a week from 6 to 8 p.m. in or-
der to prepare for its regional
competitions throughout Texas.
Some teams it competes against
include Texas A&M and Texas,
whom it plays once each semester.
Its next game is against A&M at
1:00 p.m. March 3 at the Rugby
Pitch field, which will be its last
home game before playoff season
begins.

Cybbi Barton, a team member,
said the group needs a lot of sup-
port as it competes, because this
game determines if it will qualify
for the Western Rugby Collegiate
Finals. She said students would
enjoy watching the team play at
the competition.

“It’s a sport not a lot of people
know about, and I think its more
entertaining than any other sport,

not just being biased about it,” she
said. “It’s just a foreign sport that
I think everyone could be enter-
tained with, and it’s another team
to support during rivalry games.”

Balderas said the team also has
“friendly games” in tournaments at
Oklahoma and against A&M in or-
der to prepare

“It was great seeing our prog-
ress,” she said. “It was amazing
being able to play different rugby
teams and seeing the different styles
of rugby, and being able to represent
Texas Tech at nationals.”

This year, the team will compete
against a different division.

Okaif o

for the season.

Some team
members
have played
in Colorado,
Louwisiana:
New Mexico,
Oklahoma and
even Florida in

2010, when the

YO% get

people you
probably never
would have been

[riends with from

said she defi-
nitely thinks
the team has
the potential
to compete at
the national
tournament
again — not
this year be-
cause of a lack

to meet

team competed of players —
in the national : - but definitely
tournament. the beglnnlng’ next year.

“In Spring @lkafor,
of 2010 we NKEONYE OKAFOR who is consid-

blew everyone
out in Texas
and went on

TEXAS

WOMEN’S RUGBY

ering coaching
next year —
since she will

TECH

to play twice at
the regional tournament in LSU,”
Balderas said. “We beat both those
teams, and then we went on to the
national tournament, where we lost
to the team that ended up winning
the national tournament last year.”
Nkeonye Okafor, a first-year
graduate student who has been on
the team for four years, said playing
in the national tournament was
probably the best rugby experience
she has ever had.

be ineligible to
play — said the team has the po-
tential to compete in the national
tournament in 2013. She urges
more students to consider joining
the team. Dues are $80 per semes-
ter, she said.

“I really do encourage people
to try it at least,” she said. “It’s not
as intense as people try to make
it seem. We’ve had people who
were cheerleaders, or in sororities,
or played basketball or softball, or

-one another.

people who had never played a
sport in their life, but they came
out and tried it and loved it. It’s
for everyone.”

Okafor said one of the best
things about the team is how all the
team members are different from

“You get to meet people you
probably never would have been
friends with from the beginning,”
she said, “and it’s awesome to love
these people who are so different
from you, but yet they’re the exact
same once you start playing rugby.”

Barton said she wanted to join
for a long time, but was too intimi-
dated. Now she wishes she would
have done it sooner.

“It’s like 15 of my best friends
playing a sport we all love,” she
said. “That makes it worth the
bruises.”

Barton said by being on the
team, she is in the best shape of
her life. She said playing rugby is
the best thing she has done threugh
Tech.

“You get to meet people from
other schools, and we’re friends
with the girls from New Mexico
and Oklahoma,” she said, “so you
stay in contact with them indi-
vidually and you get to meet people
from everywhere, so that is one of
the things I like the most.”

Those interested in joining
can contact Balderas at candace.
balderas@ttu.edu.

#» atubbs@dailytoreador.com

PHOTO BY

Tech Women's Rugby Club at the rug
used to put the ball back in play after

BRAD TOLLEFSON/The Daily Toreador

NKEONYE OKAFOR, A biomechanics graduate student from Hous- -
ton, and Ashley Watson, a sophomore history major from Hawley, lift
up Bianca Cervantes, a sophomore bilingual education major from San
Antonio, as a part of the line-out exercise during practice for the Texas

by fields Thursday. The line-out is
it went out of bounds.

Downing «
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Then another therapist, Claire, came
to help Downing.

Claire gave Downinga list of options,
including tennis, golf, scuba diving and
other physical activities to try. But there
was only one. thing Downing wanted
more than anything — to ride'a bike
again.

To her surprise, Claire showed her a
hand cycle and that is where Downing
said her life picked back up again.

Claire and Downing rode out of the
therapy room into the neighborhood on
their hand cycles for a two-mile bike ride.

On January 26, 2000, Downing was
discharged. She could not return to her
house with all the stairs, so she had to
move into a first floor condo. She moved
in by herself, and that was when she real-
ized how alone she was.

No doctors, no friends, no colleagues.

All by herself.

She said she would look at the legs
that use to power a bike and realized she
would never be happy.

Then one day, Downing remembered
something she learned in rehab. Being in
a wheelchair was a lot like a sport — not
the kind of sport you choose for yourself,
but because of the physical awareness and
mental toughness.

Downing said she realized if she start-
ed looking at her chair as a sport rather
than something confining her, then the
wheels underneath could set her free.

She called Claire and picked up
where she had left off.

Downing wanted to participate in a
triathlon. She traveled to Ft. Collins in
Colorado with a support group, and even
though she was usually the last one to
complete the events, Downing ended up
passing seven people on her hand cycle.
When she crossed them, she raised her
hands up in victory because she realized
she was still an athlete. She changed
many people’s perceptions that day.

“In the morning they were seeing
my disability,” she said. “In the end, they
realized my ability.”

This was when Downing realized
she could go as far as she wanted to go.
She decided to take on the Ironman
Challenge, a triathlon which consists of
swimming 2.4 miles, biking 112 milesand
running 26.2 miles.

She began intensive training before
the event, and then attended a half-
Ironman race in Lubbock at Ransom
Canyon. She was the only woman there,
which meant if she finished the race in
eight hours, she would advance to the
Ironman in Hawaii.

After five-and-a half-hours, Downing
was exhausted. She kept breaking down
and crying as she tried to push her way
up the hills to finish the race. She passed
the finish line in eight hours, 29 minutes
and 46 seconds.

Downing thought she had failed, but
she was wrong.

The judges had actually extended

the time to eight-and-a-half hours, so
Downing had reached her goal with 14
seconds to spare.

Although she did not finish the race
in Hawaii, Downing realized something
important: there were not very many
women in her position competing at
the races.

She began researching the reasons

.why, and discovered 82 percent of spinal

cord injuries happen to be men.
With a group of friends, Downing

founded Camp Discovery, to bring fitness
activities to women in chairs through
sports. It is a support system for women
in wheelchairs, with the motto “Redefin-
ing Able.”

This slogan especially touched one
audience member at Texas Tech named
Ashley Alston, a sophomore mechanical
engineering major from The Woodlands.

~“That is amazing to me because you're
redefining what you're able to do and not
what people think you can do,” she said.

This is Alston’s first year with the
Texas Tech Triathlon Team, and she ran
her first race this past weekend. She said
knowing Downing did an Ironman race
with her arms exclusively will cause her
to think twice about whining next time
she is racing.

“T just want to do more races now,” she

said. “I think she has a great story, and I

can't believe that people are in doubt of
people who are disabled.”

Kelcie Silva, an outreach coordinator
for Tech Activities Board, said she found
Downing’s speech very inspirational
as well.

“I enjoyed her story because it let

people know that even if you go through -

bumps and challenges you can stlll make
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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 47.01

Currently the Executive Officers of the Student Gt ion and the M of the Student Senate
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required to have a 2.0 grade point average. Executive Officers (President, Extemal and Infemal Vice medems) arg
anly required to have a 2.25 grade point average. it is the opinion of the Student Senate that the grade poi

average requirements need to be changed from a 2.0 to a 2.5 for the Student Senate, and from a 225w a 2 75 for
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No, 1 do not approve of the
currently writhsn.

tohe SGA G

SENATE CONCURRENT RESCLUTION 47.04
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are not required o work during the

ity Student G: ae
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it through anything and accomplish your
dreams,” she said. .
Downing left the audience with these
words of advice:
“We all have races to run and finish
lines to cross,” she said. “Always look
toward your finish line.”

=3 atubbs@dailytoreador.com
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We need more tolerance

arlier this week, I wasted
Eabout 25 minutes of my
life watching a couple of
videos featured on The Huffington
Post’s website. I don’t usually mind
a little bit of mindless cyber trash
to fill my day, but what I saw really
got to me.

As I clicked on the link, my
screen pans to two young girls
whom [ assume can’t be more
than 16 years old. One seems to
be of Latin descent and the other
a “modern day” Caucasian. I say
“modern day” because we all know
that our genealogies are muddled
with all different cultures and
heritages, meaning the term Cau-
casian covers a wide spectrum of
Americans today.

The main instigator and ring
leader of this video seemed to be
wearing characteristically “emo”
garb, slang for gothic dressing
practices, and the other girl
seemed to just sit in the back giv-
ing strength to her queen bee. The
girl in the background was a bit on

“the heavier side and wore glasses. I
think the look of these gitls is very
important to this article.

I wasn’t quite sure what I
was getting myself into when
I clicked on the video entitled
“Racist White Teen Girls Goes
On A Rant About Blacks.” Soon,

I realized I was about to witness
one of the most racist rants I have
ever heard.

These young gitls played into
every stereotype, said many things
that are taboo in today’s so-

I think I was most shocked to
hear it coming out of such young
people’s mouths.

It got me thinking about all
the different influences on these
two girls. Both come from such
different backgrounds and fall
into categories among high school
students that would land them as
targets to discrimination as well.

First, of course, are these young
girls own insecurities, but that is
the blatantly obvious and politi-
cally correct answer.

I think the

ciety and gave
straight-up
false statistics
of the African-
American com-
munity.

I couldn’t
believe what I
was watching
— 14 minutes
of these girls
using deroga-
tory terms and

important we
[figure out where

we stand and
what we believe.

true problem
lies with the
parents, family
members and
friends of these
girls. Mostly, 1
say the parents
are to blame.
These girls
have probably
grown up with
jokes about

it is

pitting their
African American “best friend”
against other African Americans.
Of course, much of this goes
on in today’s society and many
people stereotype and fall vic-
tim to slander of race, religion,
ethnicity, sexual orientation
and many other issues. However,

minorities and
thinking that it was OK to put
other people down.

Often, we, as adults, don’t
realize the things we say have an
impact on younger generations.
I have a niece that is 5 years old
and very impressionable. I have
to be super careful with what I

say around her and make sure I
am keeping an open mind to my
surroundings because I want to
teach her that the world is filled
with all kinds of people.

Even college can be a process
of finding oneself and beliefs. In
Texas, we have a stigma of being
highly conservative and “inside-
the-box” thinkers. However, I
think college students begin step-
ping out of their comfort zones
and seeing the world as a bigger
place than a small town or small
group of friends with one view.

It is important that we, as a
higher educational institute, start
opening our minds and showing
we are not discriminatory. Sooner
or later, we will have children and
we will be the ones instilling what
we consider right and wrong in
their minds.

Scary thought, but it’s the
truth. And with a nation becom-
ing more liberal on social issues,
it is important we figure out where
we stand and what we believe.
However, having tolerance of
all different types is vital for our
society to succeed.

Doughty is a junior English major
from Nederiand.
»» adoughty@dailytoreador.com

Santorum

By DYLAN R. MATTHEWS

Harvarp Crimson (Harvaro U.)

Rick Santorum might defeat Mitt
Romney in the Michigan primary
next Tuesday. It’s worth dwelling for
a second on how insane this is.

Mitt Romney spent his entire pre-
college life in Michigan. He was born
in Detroit and grew up in Bloomfield
Hills. His father was first the Chief
Executive Officer-of American Mo-
tors, and as such a major public figure
in the state, and then governor for
six years.

His brother is active in state
Republican politics, having run for
Attorney General in 1998. And
Romney won the state by nine points
in 2008, despite John McCain having
bested him in New Hampshire the
previous week.

Michigan, along with Massachu-
setts and Utah (where he can count
on heavy Mormon turnout), is one of
the states that it just makes no sense
for Romney to lose.

But as of this writing, the polls
show Santorum beating Romney by
an average of five points. The New
York Times’ Five Thirty Eight blog
gives Santorum a 57 percent chance

1

threatens

of victory.

I'm still in the camp that thinks
a Santorum nomination is basically
impossible. To nominate a candi-
date whose last election ended in a
20-point landslide loss as an incum-
bent would be an unprecedented act
of electoral suicide.

Political scientists tell us that
primaries are decided, ultimately, by

Romney’s

worth asking how the GOP got itself
caught in this bind. Focusing on any
one factor would be a mistake.

It’s true that Romney just isn't a
very exciting candidate, that San-
torum is more charismatic, and that
for socially conservative primary
voters, the notoriously anti-gay and
anti-birth control Santorum is more
appealing than the man who once

party elites, and
I think the elites
in question fear
a Santorum win
enough to stop it
from happening.
But I also agree
with the anony-
mous GOP sena-
tor who’s been
telling reporters
that if Romney
loses Michigan,
another candi-

40

]f Romney loses
whats essentially
his home state,
he can’t be taken

seriously as
a nominee. .

told an LGBT
newspaper that
he’d be better
than Ted Ken-
nedy on gay and
lesbian issues.
But in Michi-
gan specifically,
Santorum’s rela-
tive success may
owe to some-
thing stranger:
he’s running to
Romney’s left on

date needs to en-
ter the race and
force a brokered convention.

If Romney loses what’s essentially
his home state, he can’t be taken seri-
ously as a nominee.

That, too, would be a disaster
without much precedent, and it’s

» Reporters (paid)
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economic issues.

While both
Romney and Santorum opposed the
auto industry bailout that saved De-
troit’s manufacturing sector, Santo-
rum has taken issue with the fact that
Romney supported the bank bailouts
that happened around the same time.

“Governor Romney supported
the bailout of Wall Street and de-
cided not to support the bailout of
Detroit,” Santorum said. “My feeling
was that we should not support—the
government should not be involved
in bailouts, period.” The implica-
tion is clear: Romney will bail out
big finance, but not auto workers.
Santorum may not help anybody,
but at least he doesn’t treat the little
guy worse. -

Even more jarringly, Santorum has
spoken enthusiastically about unions,
saying, “I have no problem with pri-
vate sector unions” and recalling his
grandfather’s membership in a coal
miner’s union.

In a way, this isn’t too surprising.

credibility

Santorum, after all, spent two terms as
a Senator from Pennsylvania, a state
where unions have a substantial pres-
ence and where catering to industrial
interests is the only way to get elected.

He voted against a national
right-to-work law (which would ban
union-only workplaces) and pushed
repeatedly for tariffs and other union-
backed protectionist measures to help
the U.S. steel industry.

And, more generally, Santorum
represents a kind of Republican who
should be anathema to libertarian-
leaning Tea Party types.

He backed all manner of major
government programs in the Bush
years, including the Medicare pre-
scription drug benefit and No Child
Left Behind. He was skeptical of
free trade, voting against The North
American Free Trade Agreement
while a member of the House.

He said he was “proud” of his
record of securing earmarks. When
faced with a choice between endors-
ing fellow Senator Arlen Specter—
who would five years later become a
Democrat and support the stimulus
and health care reform—and eco-
nomically conservative Representa-
tive Patrick J. Toomey, Sr. in a Senate
primary, he backed Specter.

Santorum was, in other words, ev-
erything wrong with Bush-era Repub-
licanism, according to the prevailing
narrative among Tea Partiers. Against
a guy like Romney, who seems posi-
tively giddy when attacking unions or
defending the rights of corporations,
that should be a death sentence.

In fact, not only has it not killed
Santorum so far, but it may also even
be helping him in economically de-
pressed and union-friendly Michigan.
And if even Republican primary vot-
ers are responding well to a guy with
that message, it could mean that the
past two years’ sharp right turn in
economic policymaking is more of a
blip than a realignment.

OREADOR

Editor-in-Chief
Jose Rodriguez
editor@dailytoreador.com

Managing Editor
Brett Winegarner
managing@dailytoreador.com

News Editor
Caitlan Osborn
news@dailytoreador.com

La Vida Editor
Kassidy Ketron
features@dailytoreador.com

Opinions Editor
Chris Leal
opinions@dailytoreador.com

Sports Contact
sports@dailytoreador.com

Photo Editor
Brad Tollefson

photo@dailytoreador.com

Electronic Media Editor
Andrew Nepsund
online@dailytoreador.com

Copy Editor
Jennifer McKown

REACHING US
Newsroom: 806-742-3393
Sports: 806-742-2939
Advertising: 806-742-3384
Classified: 806-742-3384
Business: 806-742-3388
Circulation: 806-742-3388
Fax: 806-742-2434

Email: dailytoreador@ttu.edu

Rethink gender
roles in society

he pressure put on
women to be physi-
. cally attractive is far

greater than the stress put on
men.

Think about it, if a man and
a woman are both getting ready
to go on a date, who is more
likely to take longer? Of course,
the obvious choice would be the
woman.

The woman isn’t going to
take longer because she is slow
or vain. It’s just the man has
fewer expectations to adhere
to. Women are happy if a man
takes a shower.

While men are simply show-
ering and putting on clothes
women are expected to perform
a laundry list of tasks before
venturing out on a date. They
are supposed to shave or wax
their legs, wax their eye brows,
get itheir hair done, take a
shower, put on make-up, get
dressed and top it all off by
wearing heels.

Women are left with the
inconvenience of looking like
Toucan Sam when applying
make-up and imposed stress on
their calves when wearing heels.
While women are killing their
bodies and concealing their
faces men get the luxury of just
being themselves.

I strongly doubt that the
world we live in would impose
these types of pressures on men.
It is even more doubtful that a
man could be convinced to do
these things, unless he, on his
own, merit would like to.

Pardon my feminism showing
but isn’t this just another way
of controlling women? It’s so
subtle’ that it goes unnoticed. I
don’t see men getting all dolled
up to go to the grocery store.

But I also wonder who is
actually to blame. These ideas
of the perfect woman that the
media portrays are traps that
many of us fall into. Women
want to be this woman. Men
want to be with this woman.
She doesn’t exist.

Women have to take the
blame for some of what media
puts out for consumption. If
women weren’t buying the
magazine with the underweight
woman on the front these im-
ages would no longer be pushed

as the ideal because these maga-
zines wouldn’t sell.

These companies only give
what the consumers want. Obvi-
ously consumers want fantasy.
Consumers want women who are
thin and airbrushed.

Perhaps you are even guilty
of preferring to see touched-up
images opposed to real, everyday
women. Would you buy a maga-
zine with the average woman on
the cover? I never thought reality
was so backward that we had to
pretend in order to survive.

It is perfectly healthy to not
always have an accurate depic-
tion of one’s self. However, it is
crazy to believe that if you do a
ten-day diet you will somehow get
a body like whichever celebrity
you choose.

They don’t even look that way.
Yes, they are probably in shape,
but between being airbrushed,
photo shopped and bundled up
under their clothing, you can’t
be too sure that what you see is
what you get.

It’s great to want to look nice.
The question is: for whom are you
doing it? If you are getting dressed
for a man or another woman per-
haps that is the problem. If you
get all dolled-up because it makes
you feel good, well go right ahead
with your bad self.

Sometimes we have to recon-
sider assigned gender roles and
the expectations placed on us
because of our sex. The world we
live in is extremely progressive.

The ultimate progress would
be to no longer have to place
everything into a box. It would be
great to no longer describe things
as female or male behavior but
simply behavior.

Erase all definitions and al-
low everything to be undefined.
Instead, let the individual define
things for themselves.

Keys is a senior sociology major
from Houston.
»»jaira.keys@ttu.edu
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- Pitching duels highlight four-day tournament for Tech

FILE PHOTO/The Daily Toreador

TEXAS TECH PITCHER Shane Broyles gets ready; to throw the ball
during Texas Tech's 9-5 victory against Tennessee Tech at Rip Griffin

Park on Saturday.
By BRETT WINEGARNER

Manasing Epitor

The Texas Tech baseball team
will face its toughest competition
of this young season come Friday
during the Brooks Wallace Me-
morial Classic.

This comes in the form of the
No. 18 ranked St. John’s Red
Storm. St. John’s started the
season at No. 11, but fell seven
spots down after two losses in
three games.

However; the Red Storm’s
ability to stay in the polls shows
the quality of opponents they
played against in their weekend
opener as the two games they
dropped where against Michigan
State and Illinois. Both schools
rank in the top of the Big 10
Conference.

Friday night will showcase the
best of what both Tech and St.
John’s has, as both teams send
their best starts out to the mound.

Tech head coach Dan Spencer
said this is exactly what baseball
at the collegiate level is all about.

“I think that Friday night in
college baseball, that’s what it’s
supposed to be — two studs,” he
said. “We have a lot of respect
for (Kyle) Hansen, but we really
like our guy. So we'’re going to
line up and play, and we want to
win on Friday night and Duke’s
(von Schammann) our best guy
at this point to ride out there and
start a weekend with, so we’ll go

from there.”

The six-foot-eight inch Han-
sen has dominated batters during
the last two years with a blazing
fastball that registers in the mid
to upper 90s. According to Col-
lege Baseball Daily’s 2012 Top
100 College Baseball Players
list Hansen ranked 14th, and he
proved why in his opening debut
this season.

He may only have pitched four
innings and took the loss, but
Hansen scorched batters strik-
ing out nine of the 16 batters he
faced, while only giving up two
hits and two runs.

Tech’s first baseman Scott
LeJeune said it is going to be fun
having such a solid team come
to Lubbock, and also to face a
potential first-rounder.

“We love to have good teams
come up here because they have
a lot of good pitching arms,” he
said, “so that’s what we’ve talked
about. Anybody that throws
above 90 — we love to face that.
It’s something that gets us amped
up a little bit.”

If LeJeune does in fact per-
form better because of the teams
he is facing both St. John’s and
Northern Illinois — the other
team participating in the classic
— they are going to have a hard
time containing him.

After leaving the team due.to
general anxiety disorder, LeJeune
started the 2012 season on a tear
going 7-for-15 from the plate with
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two doubles and four RBIs.
Also, back on the mound,
Tech won’t be sending a slouch
up to the mound to battle against
Hansen. von Schammann will

be the Red

weekend as the first three starters
for Tech opened the season by go-
ing at least seven innings for the
first time since 1999. Daniel Cou-
lombe was the Red Raider who

snapped the

Raiders’ Fri-
day starter for
the second-
straight week
after getting
Tech off to
fast start last
weekend. In

We have a lot of

respect for (Kyle)
Hansen, but

streak, as he
went just five
and a third
innings, but
this was his
first start back
from Tommy
John Surgery.

the season we 7'34[{)/ This week-
opéner von ; end Cou-
Schammann llke ourguy. lombe will
went seven be bumped
innings while DAN SPENCER up from the
only giving HEAD COACH fourth .to
up one hit TEXAS TECH second spot

and allowing

in the start-

one unearned

run to score.

He also struck out a career high
eight batters. i

Spencer said this is the kind of
performance he would like out of
his starters each time they head
out to the mound.

“We’d like to say our starters
are good enough and efficient
enough to give us six and then
let us get to the bullpen,” he said.
“Anything after that, especially
this time of the year is icing on
the cake.”

This is exactly the kind of
performance Spencer had last

ing rotation.

Shane Broyles

was the second man out for Tech
last weekend and had an impres-
sive game as he pitched seven
and a third innings of six-hit ball
while giving up four earned runs.
Broyles said he does not see
the drop in the starting order as
a bad thing, but rather as a better
chance to prepare for his start at
1 p.m. Sunday against St. John’s
“I think it’s good that I can
watch two games instead of one,”
he said. “I think I can read some
more batters and see what our
pitchers are doing, and I think
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that will help me out.”

Broyles will be pitching
against Sean Hagen, who had the
best performance on the mound
last weekend for the Red Storm
by going six innings while giving
up one lone hit and no runs.

Tech will also have to go up
against Northern Illinois this
weekend, as the Red Raiders will
play the Huskies at 5 p.m. Satur-
day, Sunday and Monday.

Northern Illinois has started
the season off on a bad note so
far, as it opened up the season by
getting swept by Tennéssee in a
three-game series.

The three teams will all be
participating in the third-annual
Brooks Wallace Classic Memo-
rial, which is named for former

Red Raider Brooks Wallace,
who died when he was 27 from
leukemia.

Spencer said it was a good idea
to name this tournament after
Wallace because of the amount
of people Wallace had strong
relationships with when he was
part of the Red Raiders.

“There’s a lot of people at
Texas Tech that knew Brooks —
or he impacted their lives — so
for us to do that for him and his
family, that’s a no brainer,” Spen-
cer said, “and we’ll stay with it.”

Wallace’s brother, Larry Wal-
lace, will be throwing out the
first pitch of the tournament
Friday before Tech’s game against
St. John’s.
»#-bwinegarner@dailytoreador.com
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There are no shortcuts
to any place worth going.

SUB Suite 024 East Basement

~Beverly Sills
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_HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

__HELP WANTED

FOR SALE

MISCELLANEOUS

$5,500-$10,000 PAID EGG DONORS.
All Races. N/Smokers, ages 19-27, SAT>11/AC-
T>24/GPA>3.0 Reply to:
info@eggdonorcenter.com

50TH STREET CABOOOSE

Hiring - Cocktails, Bartenders, Hosts. Wednesday
college night. $12 buckets, $3 You-call-it, free
pong tournament, cash prizes, 1/2 price appetizers
3-6pm Monday-Friday. 5027 50th Street 796-2240

BEST COLLEGE JOB EVER!
Apply online www.GETASUPERTAN.com or 4 loca-
tions: 82nd & Slide, 4th & Slide, 82nd & lola and
82nd & University.

COPPER CABOOSE

Hiring bartenders, cocktails, doormen for Free
Texas Hold'em Thursday/Sunday and Free Pong
Tournaments Tuesday 8PM. $12 Buckets.

56th & Ave. Q. 744-0183.

COTTON GREENHOUSE Temporary Technician
1.Major Tasks of Position

*Aid in propagation of research and development
cotton plants

*Perform leaf sampling, insect control, segregation
testing.

*Harvest and process cotton seed for further propa-
gation and/or seed storage

+Maintain clean and pest-free growing environment
+Assist in all functions of greenhouse control: tem-
perature, irrigation, fertilization

*General labor including destroying plants, filling
pots, moving plants etc.

2. Work relations

*Reports to Greenhouse Manager, permanent
Greenhouse Technician within Bayer System.
+Positions that interface directly with this position in-
clude Greenhouse Manager, Research and Devel-
opment  Specialists, Greenhouse Technician,
Transformation staff and QC staff.

3. Skills, experience and qualifications preferred
for the job, but not required.

Current knowledge of cotton production — meth-
ods, sampling and data analysis a plus.

+Individual should have extremely good organiza-
tional skills, interpersonal and communication skills
with ability to work in a team environment.
*Excellent organization.

*Demonstrate practical skills with a computer.

*Work in a hot environment.

Call Today for Consideration-(806) 794-5511

Ask for Lisa or Missy

ESTABLISHED RESTAURANT

Now taking applications : Operation Hours: 11am
to 10pm daily, Apply in person only. El Chico

4301 Marsha Sharp Freeway next to Ottos Granary
Variety of openings. Flexible Shifts

NEED BEER MONEY?!!
RED AND BLACK BOOKSTORE buys back books
everyday!! www.redandblackbookstore.com

OAKWOOD UNITED Methodist Preschool is look-
ing for fun and energetic extended care teachers
for spring and summer. Experience or related edu-
cation preferred. Contact Fara 792-1220

OFFICE HELP Needed. Must be able to drive stan-
dard transmission with clean driving record. Part-
time flexible hours. 806-745-9965

PERFECT PARTTIME Job. 20 hrs/wk. Eye Doc-
tors office, accross from TTU. Apply in Person.
3415 19th Street.

ULOFTS APARTMENTS

Now Leasing! 2 Bedroom Apartments starting at
$655/person.

(877)691-7561 www.ULoftsApartments.com

SUBLEASE MAY 2012-August 2013. University
Fountains. 3 Bedrooms, Currently 2 Renters. Incen-
tive included. 409-291-1069.

SUMMER EMPLOYMENT - Fun Valley Family Re-
sort, South Fork, Colorado, needs students to work
for all type jobs: kitchen, dining room

housekeeping, stores, maintenance, office, horse
wrangler. Salary/ room-board/bonus. Write for in-
formation and application to Student Personnel Di-
rector, 6315 Westover Drive, Granbury, TX 76049
or e-mail annette.fain@gmail.com.

WANTED PARTTIME Help mowing yards. March
through May. Call 745-1614

IMMEDIATE
OPENINGS

$12 Base-Appt.

2/1 HOUSE. Close to Tech. $595/month $400 De-
posit. 2304 20th. 544-3600 i

3/2 WITH fireplace. On bus route. New appliances.
Energy star washer /dryer and dishwasher.

Security. 3108 28th street. $1450 a month.
790-6951

CUTE 1 Bedroom House for lease. $495/month.
1609 Ave. T. Available 3/1. Call Bill 470-7037

LIVE WHERE YOUR FREE
TO BE YOURSELF

...Lynnwood Townhomes. Garages with 2, 3 and 4
bedroom homes. Private baths, fenced yards, pets
ok. Free cable and Internet. Onsite management
and maintenance. Lynnwoodtownhomes.com 785-
7772.

» Flexible Schedules
« Scholarships Possible
» Customer Sales/Service
- No Experience Necessary
« All Ages 17+
- Conditions Apply

WWW.ZFD.COM

NEWLY REMODELED 2 & 3 bedroom homes.
Convenient to Tech. 771-1890. lubbocklease-
homes.com. :

NICE APARTMENTS and HOUSES 1/2 Block from
Tech on 14th and 15th streets. Clean, Convenient,
Comfortable, Reasonable, Free Parking 762-1263

UNIQUE EFFICIENCY apartment. Near campus.
2406 21st. No pets. $450/month, bills paid. $500
deposit. 438-9628.

CHARMING 3/2/2 house for sale at $99,500 with
1502 sq. ft. and ready to move in. Owner financing
available for qualified buyers. All new carpet and
freshly painted. Good location at 4718 63rd. Con-
tact Better Homes & Gardens Real Estate/Ander-
son Properties at 806.687.7700.

ENGAGEMENT RING for sale. Brand new. Never
worn. Original box, .5 TCW. Princess Cut with side
diamonds. Contact 806-252-7232

CLOTHING/JEWELRY

YOUR GIFT MEANS THE WORLD
Consider donating your eggs to help other women.
Your time is worth $3500. The Centre for Repro-
ductive Medicine. 788-1212.

ROOMMATES

LOOKING FOR female non smoking room mate.
Share a 3 bedroom, 2 bath, 2 car garage house.
Ten minutes from Tech. $500 a month includes util-
ities. Call or text 806-236-6499.

NEED CASH

Buying any gold/silver jewelry. Any condition.
Avery and others. Varsity Jewelers 1311 University.

TEXAS TECH

Officially licensed rings. Men's from $745.
Women's from $445. Varsity Jewelers.
1311 University.

MISCELLANEOUS

ALLAMERICANSTORAGE.COM
Rates $10 and up. Free truck. 24/7 Rental station.
Clean. 5839-49th 792-6464

BEST LAY IN TOWN

Mattress, Furniture. Huge discounts. 5127 34th
Street (34th & Slide). 785-7253.

EZ DEFENSIVE DRIVING.
Free chicken fried steak included Super Cheapist :)
Cell 781-2931. More Information
www.LubbockClass.com.

SERVICES

BROADWAY BEVERAGE

$1 off 30 packs and 18 packs Fridays and Satur-
days. 10% off all liquor with Tech ID. Free ice with
purchase. 7 minutes east of campus on Broadway.
Just past the frisby golf course at Mckenzie park.
Broadway and Martin Luther King. Come party with
us. 744-4542. ;
This establishment, Texas Tech, and The Daily
Toreador do not encourage underage drinking or alcohol
abuse.

LEARN TO FLY

HUB CITY AVIATION offers personalized flighf

raining at all levels, including beginners. Aircraf
rentals also available. Visit www.hubcityaviation.
lcom or call 806-687-1070
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ech track set to compete at Big 12 Indoor Ch

By MIKE GUTIERREZ
Srarr WriTeEr

After one of the most compet-
itive indoor schedules in school
history, the Texas Tech track and
field team is set to perform at the
Big 12 Indoor Championships
this weekend in College Station.

Tech enters the Big 12 Indoor

Championships with nine ath-
letes ranked in the Top 20 on
the national indoor performance
list in their respective events,
including three in the Top 10.
Tech coach Wes Kittley said
he is excited for the team to run
against some of the best athletes
in the country at this meet.
“Our conference is as tough
as it gets,” he said. “I think we’re
going to have a lot of personal
bests. I told the kids in a meeting
yesterday that this is a cham-
pionship meet. I'm expecting
really good performances out of
both the men and the women.”
The 2012 indoor schedule
was intended to challenge the
Tech track squad, Kittley said.

“We’ve really tried to put
our kids in the position to com-

pete against the best,” he said. -

“We went to (Texas) A&M, we
went to New York, Albuquerque
and Arkansas all back-to-back.
When we do go to this meet,
there’s going to be people we've
seen all year. It’s not going to be
against anyone any better than
we've run against, so'l think
that’s going to make a differ-
ence.”

Three Tech athletes to watch
at this meet will be juniors Katie
Grimes and Bryce Lamb, along
with senior Kelly Closse.

Closse has earned her spot
in the Tech record books, as she
owns four of the top five marks
in school history in the weight
throw. Three of the marks were
set this indoor season.

Grimes has been one of the
most consistent athletes in her
respective events this indoor
season, Kittley said.- =

She has broken the school re-
cord in the 60M hurdles for three

consecutive weeks in Tech’s

previous three meets leading up
to this weekend’s championship
meet. .

~ Bryce recorded a jump of
26 3/4 in his first meet of the
season. :

That mark currently ranks
No. 3 on the national indoor list
and is just outside the NCAA
automatic qualifying mark.

Senior Jamele Mason said he
is excited to see how the teams
will perform this weekend.

“I think the women have a
really good chance of winning
conference,” he said. “The guys
are using this as a good prepa-
ration meet. Some of the best

athletes will be at this meet that

we’ll see at the national level,
so we're just trying to compete
really well.”

It is important to maintain a
high level of focus at this point,

Mason said.
“We're all focused,” he said.

" “Around this time is when it

gets a bit more serious. It’s time
to really go for it right now, so
we're all working really hard.”

With a chance to win a con-
ference title, senior Terra Evans
said she is excited to see if the
women’s team can go out and
perform as well as she knows
it can.

“I think if everyone does what
they have to do, we’ll win the
meet,” she said.

With the departure of A&M
from the conference at the end
of the season, Evans said Tech
is motivated to perform well at
College Station.

“We’re actually excited that
we get one last chance to beat
A&M,” she said. “Hopefully we
can beat them on their way out.”

Although the schedule has
been rigorous for Tech, Kittley
said he thinks his athletes should
have no problem giving it their
all this weekend.

“It’s really tough on us try-
ing to do two championships in
the spring,” he said. “But, we're
feeling really good that the kids
are going to be rested and ready
to go.”
»»mgutierrez@dailytoreador.com

ampionships

" FILE PHOTO/The Daily Toreador

TEXAS TECH'S RACHEL Folan, right, and Caitlin Waters, left, lead
during the second lap of the women's 800 meter run. Waters and Folan
placed first and third respectively in their heat.

Tech looks to build off first tournament win

By CHOIS WOODMAN
* Svarr Writer

Texas Tech men’s golf coach
Greg Sands does not feel like his
team needs to change its approach
when it competes in the Desert In-
vitational on Saturday and Sunday
in Palm Springs, Calif.

The Red Raiders are coming
off their first tournament victory of
the season at the UTSA/Oak Hills
Invitational in San Antonio and will
be trying use the momentum from
the win, Sands said.

“We'd like to keep some momen-
tum,” he said. “So I think we should
try to just build upon what we've
done successfully and work on those
things that we've done well and try
to continue and do those things.”

In San Antonio, Tech freshman
Clement Sordet surged to the top
of the leaderboard to tie Baylor’s

Joakim Mikkelsen, but lost to Mik-
kelsen in a three-hole sudden death
playoff.

Sands said Soedet is playing some
of his best golf

ing IV, Logan McCracken, Matias
Dominguez and Esteban Restrepo
will be the five players representing
the Red Raiders at the tournament.

Sands said

of the season.
“It seems
like he’s play-
ing well still,”
he said. “You
never know, it’s
golf. It changes
so quickly, but
he’s been play-
ing so well. I
certainly hope
he can keep it
up. He'’s been
playing really

1t5 the, I think,
third rated hardest

tournament in
the spring.
GREG SANDS

HEAD COACH
TEXAS TECH MEN’S GOLF

the Red Raid-
érs have never
participated in
the Desert In-
vitational.
Addition-
ally, Sands
; said the tour-
) | nament will
boast some of
the best com-
petition in the
nation.

“It’s the, I

consistent — |
think he’s play-

ing with more confidence, so I think

he’s going to play well again.” ’
Along with Sordet, Finley Ew-

think, third
rated hardest
tournament in the spring,” Sands
said, “so we've certainly got our
work cut out for us. There’s 24

teams, which is quite a large field
compared to a 15-team field or an
18-team field.” 3

The team is unfamiliar with
the course they will be playing at,
he said.

“It’s a quality golf course,” Sands
said, “but as far as the details we
don’t know too much about it.”

If the Red Raiders go into the
tournament with the mindset a
winning mindset, he said they will
have a chance to be in contention. .

“We're still facing some teams
that have had a little bit better fall
than we have,” Sands said. “We feel
like that so far we've had a good
spring, and we’ve got to build upon
what we've been doing. We're try-
ing not to worry about where we're
going to play, although, we do have
a goal to try and get in contention
to win every tournament.”

»»cwoodman@dailytoreador.com

Tiger Woods eliminated by Nick Watney

MARANA, Ariz. (AP) — The
roar resonated across Dove Moun-
tain from fans packed around the
18th green as Tiger Woods, need-
ing a birdie on the last hole to
stay in his match, hit a shot that
dropped out of the Arizona sky
and landed 5 feet from the hole.

That was followed by silence.

Woods missed the putt so
badly that it never even touched
the hole.

No one was more surprised
than Nick Watney, who removed
his cap to shake hands with
Woods after a 1-up victory Thurs-
day in the Match Play Champion-
ship. It was the third straight time
in this fickle event that Woods
failed to get out of the second
round, and it raised more ques-
tions about his ability to make
key putts that once seemed so
automatic.

“I was fighting the blocks all

day with my putter,” said Woods,
who missed three putts inside 10
feet on the last six holes. “Left-to-
right putt, I took it slightly shut
right there, and I knew it — and
blocked it open.”

Watney was so sure that Woods
would square the match that he
already had his yardage book out,
checking the hole location on the
first green (the 19th hole of their
match), trying to decide if 3-wood
was the right club off the tee.

“The old adage is to expect
your opponent to make it,” Wat-
ney said. “And when it’s Tiger
Woods, you really expect him to
make it.”

Just not this Tiger Woods.

“] didn’t miss a single shot
coming in, which is good. And
that was fun, to hit the ball that
well,” Woods said. “Unfortu-
nately, I just didn’t make a putt
when [ needed it.”

Pitcher Yu Darvish gets going at last with Rangers

SURPRISE, Ariz. (AP) — The
Texas Rangers would love to hear Yu
Darvish’s best go at “y’all.”

“Some Texas twang, any type of
slang,” said fellow starter Colby Lewis,
who spent time pitching in Japan in
the opposite division as Darvish. “He'll
have fun. It’s going to be good.”

Give him a little time, gang. Dar-
vish most certainly would prefer to
show off his powerful arm and remark-
able athletic abilities before he delves
into learning the lingo of the Lone
Star State or belting out “Deep in the
Heart of Texas.”

Darvish, with his shaggy, orange-
tinted hair and a dark goatee, pulled
a blue long-sleeved Rangers workout
shirt over his head Thursday and
chatted up teammate Justin Miller
as nearly everybody in the clubhouse
eagerly watched. :

“It’s definitely not normal,” Dar-
vish said. “Even now, am I the type of
player who should get all this atten-
tion? I still don't know.”

At 6-foot-5, he's quite a presence
even before considering that the
Rangers spent more than $107 million
this winter to land him.

Texas will be dealing with its share

* of “Yusanity.”

“I guess this comes with success
and all that,” manager Ron Washing-
ton said Thursday, before taking the
field to watch Darvish himself. “People
are interested in the Texas Rangers so
I guess we just have to deal with it.”

The team’s prize offseason pickup
looked plenty comfortable in his new
surroundings on the first day for pitch-
ers and catchers at Surprise Stadium,
where dozens of Japanese reporters ar-
rived early to record the right-hander’s
every move.

No question his fame reaches cult
status. And Darvish seems unfazed
by it all. :

“Even in Japan, yes, these things
happen and I'm used to it. I'm not
surprised,” Darvish said. “Even in
Japan there’s a lot of attention on the
baseball side. Away (from the field),
just as a professional athlete with some
type of status, there are some people
who try to get into my private life.
don’t let those things worry me.”

Fans lined the area around the
bullpen to catch a glimpse and auto-
graph hounds were relentless in their
efforts, swarming until a claustropho-
bic circle formed around the pitcher as

he wrapped up his work day. Darvish
received a police escort between
practice fields. '

“I directed traffic,” joked pitch-
ing coach Mike Maddux. “It’s a little
postseason pandemonium here in
spring training. A lot of guys are well
known. Sometimes you run into some-
body who'’s famous. That’s what we’re
dealing with, someone who's famous.”

Texas personnel provided-a de-
tailed schedule for the star Japanese
pitcher’s highly anticipated first day:
from when and where he would
stretch and warm up to his first fun-
damental drill and then his initial
bullpen session.

Darvish threw for five minutes in
the bullpen followed by five minutes
on the mound against live hitters,
throwing 19 pitches during that ses-
sion against a pair of minor leaguers
— tossing an array of fastballs to both

sides of the plate, sliders, curveballs,

change-ups and even one split-finger.

“Actually I don’t even know how
many pitches I throw,” Darvish said. “
think a lot of people in this room have
an idea of how many pitches I throw.”

Darvish demonstrated his wit and
personality for a news conference of
an estimated 130 people.

What does he like about his new

"home?

“A lot of organic food. I can go to
restaurants and not be recognized,”
he said. “I like everything about the
United States.”

Catcher Mike Napoli asked to
catch Darvish on Day 1, when slugger
Josh Hamilton also was out on the field
and signing autographs.

“I'm just excited to get the chance
to see him pitch for the first time aside
from the footage on ESPN,” new
Rangers reliever Joe Nathan said. “His
work ethic seems to be outstanding.
We had a chance to talk yesterday.
He enjoys getting in the weight room
as much as he enjoys pitching. That
will help him pitch a long time and he
should adjust a lot quicker.”

Darvish’s father, Farsad, is in the
Arizona desert to help his son through
that process. The baseball part of
Darvish’s life will take care of itself,
his father said.

“He seems to be doing OK,” the
elder Darvish said. “I don’t really
talk to him about his baseball career.
That he gets adjusted and used to the

culture is my concern. He’s been in

the big leagues in Japan and gets a lot
of attention, so to him this is normal.”

The two-time reigning AL cham-
pion Rangers don’t envision commu-
nication problems with the 23-year-
old Darvish, and Washington has no
plans to learn Japanese — for one, he
doesn’t see it fitting it into his already
hectic spring schedule.

“I don’t want to trash the lan-
guage,” Washington quipped. “I'll use
my universal baseball language. [ trash
the English language.”

Washington won’t say what day
Darvish will first pitch in Cactus
League action or guess how many wins
he will earn as a rookie. There will be
huge expectations given he signed
a $56 million, six-year contract and
the Rangers paid his Japanese club
$51.7 million just to have the chance
to acquire him.

“I think we're all excited about
seeing him throw, watching him do
his work,” Rangers president and CEO
Nolan Ryan said. “I think watching
video on him I have an expecta-
tion of what he’s going to be like so
I don’t think it’s going to be really
much different from what I've seen
in the videos of him. But you know
just seeing his delivery, watching him
from different angles and that kind of
stuff. Obviously everybody that’s been
involved in this process is anxious to
see that.”

When asked about working for
Ryan and being coached hy Greg Mad-
dux this spring, Darvish said: “Those
two people, I feel a little hesitant to
approach them. If they come to me
with advice I'll be very grateful.”

The brass lined up behind the
fence to observe Darvish’s initial ses-
sion. He impressed all right — and he
was only going at 80 percent according
to Napoli and the pitching coaches.
When he faced top prospect Jurickson
Profar and Ryan Strausborger the pro-
tective L screen stood right in front of
the mound as a precaution.

Napoli gave Darvish a high-five
and a hug after they were done.

Seattle resident and Mariners fan
David Duggan showed up Thursday
with Darvish’s World Baseball Clas-
sic jersey hoping to get it signed for
his 20-month-old daughter, Hannah.

“When Ichiro came I didn't real-
ize the magnitude of it,” Duggan said.
“This could be like Ichiro mania or
Dice-K mania.”


http://WWW.DAILYTOREADOR.COM
mailto:mgutierrez@dailytoreador.com
mailto:cwoodman@dailytoreador.com

