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‘X’ MARKS THE SPOT: The red X’s on the map of the Texas Tech campus above depict the only six zones allowed for free speech, whether in the form of protests, rallies or making statements with which one believes.

Begoing the question: Is the university restricting students’ First Amendment richt?
gging the q Y E 5

N.3. Constitution
Bill of Rights

Amendment [

Congress shall make no law
respecting an establishment of
religion, or prohibiting the free
exercisé thereof; or abridging the

!

or of the press; or the right of the
people peaceably to assemble, and
to petition the government for a
redress of grievances.

By Aﬁgela Timmons/The University Daily

xas Tech has been forced to question its adherence to the First Amend-
ment.

Administrators and the Office of the General Counsel have been
laboring to re-word Tech’s campus-wide free speech policy as it is stated
in the 2004-2005 Student Handbook.

Efforts to rework the policy are in light of a Sept. 30, 2004, ruling
by U o DIStI'lCt Judge Samuel Cummings that the policy is unconstitutional. As
it previously stood, the policy requires students to ask permission before making
speeches outside designated free speech areas and limits the places where free speech
can be exercised.

The ruling was the result of a 2003 lawsuit in which Tech law student Jason W,
Roberts sued the university for violating his First Amendment rights when his request
to express views on the sinfulness of homosexuality outside a designated campus forum
area was denied by the Center for Campus Life. At the time,

Tech’s designated free-speech forum was the 20-foot wide
gazebo located northwest of the Student Union building,
and those wishing to speak outside the gazebo were
required to submit requests to use grounds

outside the gazebo at least six working days
, prior to the day of use.

The denial came via e-mail from the
Center for Campus Life and asked Roberts to
move into the gazebo to express his views. Ethan

Logan, unit director of the Center for Campus
Life, said the denial was not an attempt to regulate
content but an issue of avoiding construction near

the Student Union at the time.

Although Tech’s 2004-2005 Student Handbook now lists six free speech areas,
Cummings’ ruling requires the university to “more narrowly” define its limitations on
free speech, according to a Winter 2004-05 Student Press Law Center Report. Accord-
ing to the SPLC report, designating free speech forums has been a trend among the
nation’s universities since the 1980s. The report states that school officials prefer to
allow certain space to students and the occasional non-student to exercise their First
Amendment rights however they wish, without disrupting the educational environ-
ment. Those who choose to speak outside the designated areas without permission
could be asked to move their speech elsewhere.

Tech law professor Daniel Benson said the university likely was not attempting
to restrict anyone’s free speech, but asking for any significant assembly to be either
contained in one of the listed forums or otherwise be granted prior approval for
the other grounds. Benson said with Tech being a public forum, government can
always regulate time and manner so there is not a significant breach of the peace.
For instance, holding a rally in the University Library
would impede upon the functions of the university;
or the assembly of a large group of people could
potentially be hazardous to the safety of those on
campus. Other than that, Benson said, Cummings
wants Tech’s campus to be wide open for people
to exercise free speech.

“Cummings said there are public forum areas
on campus, streets, sidewalks,” Benson said.
“They can't restrict free speech; they can’t
provide less.”

FREE SPEECH continued on page 10
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Houston schools U.S. withdraws its Mine explosion kills

face hard questions

HOUSTON (AP) — The state’s
largest school district, which faced
national scrutiny stemming from alle-
gations of cheating and inaccurate re-
porting of dropout and crime statistics,
must change the way it operates, the
new superintendent said Tuesday.

“We will do whatever it takes to
be open and accountable in our opera-
tion, regardless of the consequence,”
Houston schools Superintendent Abe
Saavedra said in his “State of the
Schools” address.

Saavedra, 53, was appointed as the
district’s superintendent in December
and is the district’s first Hispanic lead-
er. He noted that changes already in
place include a new Office of Inspec-
tor General that will provide internal
controls, prevent fraud, waste, abuse
and misconduct.

“We do not have the luxury of
merely accepting the status quo or
continuing to do things just because
we’ve always done them that way,”
Saavedra said. “It is time to think
about a new era for HISD, asking
the difficult questions, opening the
doors wide and taking new roads to
the future.”

Saavedra said the district is inves-
tigating allegations that standardized
state tests may have been improperly
administered at some of its schools.

“HISD will not tolerate cheating.
Period,” he said. “We will not look the
other way. If we find it, we will put a
stop to it.”

Changes also will be instituted at
Yates, Sam Houston and Kashmere
high schools, which have been rated
low-performing or academically un-
acceptable for at least two years, he
said. The reforms will include cor-
recting deficiencies, raising academic
standards, redesigning management
practices, replacing staff and engaging
parents, he said.

“These redesigned schools must
be fundamentally different from
what exists today,” Saavedra said to
nearly 2,000 business and community
leaders. : :

Syrian ambassador

WASHINGTON (AP) — The
United States pulled its ambas-
sador from Syria on Tuesday, ex-
pressing “profound outrage” over
the assassination of a Lebanese
leader who had protested Syrian
influence in his country.

In Lebanon, there were noisy
street processions mourning for-
mer Prime Minister Rafik Hariri
a day ahead of the funeral that
will bring international leaders
to Beirut.

Angry Lebanese attacked Syr-
ian workers in the former leader’s
hometown of Sidon, injuring sev-
eral and shattering the windows of
a Syrian-owned bakery.

Many Lebanese are pressing
Syria to withdraw its 15,000 sol-
diers who have been in the coun-
try for more than a decade.

“We believe the Lebanese
people must be free to express
their political preferences and
choose their own representatives
without intimidation or the threat
of violence,” State Department
spokesman Richard Boucher said
in announcing the imminent re-
turn of U.S. Ambassador Margaret
Scobey.

Administration officials
stopped short of directly accusing
Syria of carrying out the murder.
But Secretary of State Condo-
leezza Rice said the assassination
was the “proximate cause” of the
ambassador’s recall.

Asked if the United States
would go further and punish Syria
with new economic sanctions,
Rice said, “We will continue to
consider other options.” She said,
“The Syrian problem is a serious
problem.”

Scobey’s return does not break

_diplomatic relations with Syria, a

country the United States has ac-
cused of exporting terrorism. Syria
took no immediate reciprocal
action, such as recalling its own
ambassador from Washington.

203 coa! miners

FUXIN, China (AP) — Three
years after a promised overhaul of
China’s workplace safety system,
an explosion deep in a coal shaft
killed 203 miners and left 12
more missing, the government
said Tuesday in its worst reported
mining disaster since communist
rule began in 1949.

Dozens of rescuers worked
through the night in freezing tem-
peratures to try to reach the min-
ers who may have been trapped by
Monday’s blast in the Sunjiawan
coal mine in northeastern Liaon-
ing province.

The cause of the gas explo-
sion, which went off about 794
feet below the surface, was under
investigation, state media said.

A thick cordon of men in
matching dark coats and helmets
stood side by side blocking the
entrance to the mine late Tuesday,
as cars full of paramilitary police
patrolled the site. A line of vans
waited to transport any wounded
to hospitals in Fuxin, a gritty soot-
covered city where mining is the
main industry.

“Mining is just too dangerous,
but it’s a struggle to find work
here,” said Zhang Qiang, a Fuxin
native who said he performs odd
jobs to make ends meet.

Fuxin, a city of about 1 million
people, lies in China’s north-
eastern rust belt — a region that
teems with inefficient state-
owned industries saddled with
outdated equipment. The govern-
ment has said it would do more to
ease unemployment in the region,
amid rising discontent.

Twenty-eight injured min-
ers lay in hospital beds Tuesday,
suffering from carbon monoxide
poisoning, burns and fractures.
All were in stable condition,
except for one who was in a coma
because of a head injury caused by
flying debris, the Xinhua News
Agency said.

PRIDE. HONOR. RESPECT.
BE A PART OF THE TRADITION

ON DISPLAY AT THE GRADUARTION FAIR
o Offticd T Tk

Official Ring applications will be accepted during the
GRADUATION FAIR in the Merket Alumni Center from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m
on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday of this week.

Ring orders placed by this Friday, February 18 will be delivered in time
for President Whitmore to present during Official Ring Ceremonies
April 25, 26 & 27 at the Merket Alumni Center.

Graduates can also order Official Graduation Announcements
and Regalia at the GRADUATION FAIR.

GRADUATION FRIR is sponsored by the Texas Tech Alumni

Association, SAA Board of Directors, Career Genter, Student
Publications, Kaplan and the Texas Tech Bookstore.

SGA candidates begin campaigns

By Brandi Fleming/
The University Daily

The Student Government
Association will be holding elec-
tions Feb. 22 and 23. Voting will
begin at 9 a.m. Tuesday and end
at 7 p.m. Wednesday.

Kelly Harris, Nathan Nash
and J. Ross Lacy are running
for the office of SGA president.
Nash said serving as internal vice
president this past year has helped
him to become a good candidate
for president.

“I went into the job as internal
vice president thinking I wanted
to be a good leader and have good
legislation,” he said, “and I think
I have really done that.”

Working with President
Mitchell Moses has given him
many opportunities to learn about
presidential responsibilities, Nash
said.

“I have served in Mitchell’s
place several times, and that has
given me some insight into the
things [ will be dealing with if I
become president,” he said.

There are some issues that
need to be addressed within the
coming year in SGA, Nash said.

“I would like to work on keep-
ing student fees down,” he said.
“And I would also like to con-
tinue work on keeping tuition
costs down.”

Generating more scholarships
and adding money to existing
scholarships are two ways of
helping students with tuition,
Nash said.

“Another major issue for Tech
that I would like to address is our
role and image in the Lubbock
community,” he said. “It would
be great to get a more positive

image of Tech out there for people
to see.”

Harris and
Lacy did not
return phone
calls.

Ryan Worley
and Drew Slater
are the candi-
dates for SGA
external vice
president.

Wortley said
he is running
for the position
because he has a
set agenda of issues he would like
to see solved.

“I really want to see the off-
campus bus routes being paid for
by the apartment complexes,” he
said. “At the University of Texas,
the students are not billed for off-
campus bus routes. We need to help
make that happen at Tech.”

Last year the students were
charged a $3 fee for bus routes,
Worley said. If those routes were
paid for by the apartments, funds
could be freed up for putting in bike
lanes on campus, he said.

“The bike lanes are really im-
portant to get started,” he said.
“It is going to make campus much
safer and help with the parking
situation.”

Worley said he would also like
to improve Tech’s image in the
community. Tech does a lot for the
community but gets little recogni-
tion.

Slater did not return phone calls
from The University Daily.

Casey Harmon and Ryan Clower
are running for SGA internal vice
president. Harmon said working
with Nash has prepared her for
the challenges she will face if

elected.

“] have served as a senator
for two years,
and this year I
was also journal
clerk,” she said.
“As internal
vice president,
[ would be help-
ing with legisla-
tion and many
of the various
committees.”

Harmon said-
one key issue
she feels should
be addressed is getting the SGA
senators more involvement in the
Student Organization Advisory
Committee.

“A representative from basically
every organization on campus at-
tend the monthly meetings,” she
said. “It would be a great opportu-
nity for senators to find out what
the students need and want.”

SOAC is open for students to
voice their concerns and opens the
lines of communication, Harmon
said.

Clower did not return phone
calls.

Jon Hanson, the only candidate
running for SGA vice president of
graduate affairs, said his biggest is-
sue is changing the status of gradu-
ate students at Tech.

“Graduate students and teaching
assistants do a lot on this campus
and do not always receive adequate
recognition,” he said. “I would like
to see a separate commencement
ceremony for graduate students in
December and May.”

Hanson has served as the sena-
tor for graduate affairs and has
worked with the vice president for

nine months.

Multiracial scenes now common in
advertisements, gloss over racial realities

(AP) — Somewhere there is an
America that is full of neighborhoods
where black and white kids play softball
together, where biracial families e-mail
photos online and where Asians and
blacks dance in the same nightclub.

And that America is on your televi-
sion.

In the idyllic world of TV com-
mercials, Americans increasingly are
living together side by side, regardless of
race. The diverse images reflect a trend
that has been quietly growing in the
advertising industry for years: Racially
mixed scenarios — families, friendships,
neighborhoods and party scenes — are
often used as a hip backdrop to sell
products.

The ads suggest America’s ethnic
communities are meshing seamlessly,
bonded by a love of yogurt, lipstick and

athletic gear. Last year, Verizon used a
fictional interracial family — white and
Hispanic — in seven commercials pushing
their communications products in an effort,
according to a company spokesman, to
“portray something that was contemporary
and realistic.”

Such commercials, including more
than a few that debuted during the Super
Bowl, allow advertisers to convey an in-
clusive corporate image and reach a broad
ethnic range of consumers. Many applaud
them as an optimistic barometer of the
nation’s racial progress.

But critics say such ads gloss over
persistent and complicated racial realities.
Though the proportion of ethnic minorities
in America is growing, experts say, more
than superficial interaction between groups
is still relatively unusual. Most Americans
overwhelmingly live and mingle with

people from their own racial background.

Advertising, meanwhile, is creating
a “carefully manufactured racial utopia, a
narrative of colorblindness” says Charles
Gallagher, a’sociologist: at Georgia' State
University in Atlanta. i ¢

Only about 7 percent of all marriages
are interracial, according to Census data.
About 80 percent of whites live in neigh-
borhoods in which more than 95 percent
of their neighbors also are white, and data
show that most Americans have few close
friends of another race, Gallagher said.

“The lens through which people learn
about other races is absolutely through
TV, not through human interaction and
contact,” he said. “Here, we’re getting a
lens of racial interaction that is far afield
from reality.” Ads make it seem that race
does not matter, when real life would tell
you something different, he added.
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‘Student death raises hike safety concerns

“I just make sure no one runs over me,” he said. “In California, 300 feet from behind.

By Katherine Amerson/
The University Daily

The recent death of a bike rider who was struck by a vehicle has
brought the safety of bike riders to the forefront.

Paul’s Parts manager Derek LaRue said bike riders can do many flow of traffic.
things to help guarantee safety while riding on two wheels.

“What most people don’t know is that it’s Texas law that you have
lights on the front and back (of a bike),” he said. “Helmets (are)
definitely a plus, (as are) abiding by the traffic laws.”

helmets, even the less than attractive ones, help ensure safety.

“I would have to say that wearing a helmet would definitely save
your life,” he said. “We sell thousands of bikes a year but not many
people buy helmets. I guess they don’t think they need them.”

Many people do not wear helmets because they do not want to
look goofy, LaRue said. However, there are more attractive helmets

available.

“There’s nothing really they can do to make it look cool,” he said.
“Cheaper helmets don’t really look as cool as the more expensive

helmets.”

Eddie Holland, a senior family studies and women’s studies major
from Los Angeles, said he does not wear a helmet when he rides his

bike.

when you ride a bike you’re supposed to ride facing oncoming traf-

»

fic.

Maj. Gordon Hoffman with the Texas Tech Police De-
partment said Texas law requires cyclists to ride with the

“Ride like the cars do,” he said. “Wear a helmet,
make sure your bicycle is adjusted and everything '

works.”

Although it is recommended that people do not
All helmets have to pass government standards, LaRue said, so all ride bikes at night, Hoffman said, if someone does
need to ride a bike at night, there are certain

precautions to take.

“Be seen at night by wearing fluorescents
or other bright colors. Stay alert; look out
for obstacles in your path,” he said. “If

“you're riding a bicycle, you may not be seen

as easily as you think by cars.”

According to the Texas transportation
code, Hoffman said, a person may not operate

a bicycle at night unless the bike is equipped

with a lamp in the front that omits a white light vis-

at least 500 feet in front of the bike and has a red reflector on the
rear of the bike that, when illuminated, can be seen from 50 feet to trust anybody in cars to stop.”

ible from clinics,

“One of the

biggest factors in these collisions

is they just don’t see you,” he said. “Be aware of
your surroundings. You are vulnerable; if you get
hit, you’re not going to win.”

In terms of safety, LaRue said, a $5,000 bike is

going to get the same impact as a $500 bike.
Lubbock is not a bike-friendly city, he said, such

as Austin and Seattle, which have bike lanes.

“The city can do more to help their cyclists,”

LaRue said.

Brandon Sell, a freshman broadcast journal-

ism major from Lubbock and assistant trip

leader for the Outdoor Pursuits Center at

a bike.

Tech, said he tries to be safe while riding

“I ride my bike every day. There’s no
actual bike routes at Tech, which is kind of
frustrating,” he said. “Outside of campus,

I do (wear a helmet).”

The Outdoor Pursuits Center offers bicycle

Sell said.

“I wear a reflective belt across my chest at night,” he said. “I don’t

Student arrested, campus rooms raided for marijuana

By Brittany Barrientos/
The University Daily

Several occurrences of marijuana
in residence halls have shed some light
on an ongoing problem on the Texas
Tech campus.

Maj. Gordon Hoffman of the
Tech Police Department said there
have been six residence hall rooms
that marijuana or marijuana para-
phernalia has been found during the
last 10 days.

“I can’t say that the (current)
problem is any worse than it has been
in other years,” he said. “But I hope
we’re not seeing a trend.”

‘Some Tech students said they do
not believe the possession of marijuana
is an important issue on the Tech
campus.

Brandon Hunt, a junior business
major from Weatherford, said he
knows people smoke marijuana, but he

does not believe it is a big deal.

“I don’t think it’s an issue,” he said.
“] think it should be legalized.”

Hunt said he believes other intoxi-
cants can impair a person’s abilities
more than mari- juana.

CLAbcow
hol) affects
judgment more
than marijuana,
and it is
much more
addicting,”
he said.

The Tech Po-
lice Department has
been enforcing
rules on people
smokingin theres-
idence halls, Hoffman said.

According to the police reports,
students have been arrested in Cole-
man, Sneed and Murdough halls. The

students involved have been arrested

our

for possession of marijuana, posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia and pos-
session of alcohol by a minor.
Thaddeus Atzmon, a fresh-
man pre-law major from San
Antonio, said he was arrested for
possession  of marijuana and
drug paraphernalia
in his residence
hall room. He
said he believes
the police are being
invasive
and not
concen-
trating on larger
campus issues.
“The Tech
Police Depart-
ment should be here to
protect you and not be up in your

and said he plans to quit smoking said Thompson Hall provides screen- help students find ways to understand

marijuana.

juana is a Class

B misdemeanor
if it is less then 2
ounces, and pun-
ishment can be
up to six months
in jail and up to
$2,000.

Possession of
drug parapherna-
lia is a Class C
misdemeanor and
can be punishable
with a fine up to
$500, he said.

If students de-

Don’t (do drugs)
anywhere,
no matter
where you
are at.

— MAJ. GORDON HOFFMAN
The Texas Tech

liver drugs, Hoff-
man said, the

Police Department

“Students
can be identified
by the student
judicial board,
students in the
residence halls
or by the judi-
cial community,
and we conduct
screenings to de-
termine (factors)
relating to their
substance abuse,”

‘she said. “If the

relationship is
dangerous, we
talk about ways
they can prevent

ings for students with substance abuse and conquer substance abuse. She said
Hoffman said possession of mari- problems.

students do not have to be identified
by a student organization to get a
screening; people can walk in and ask
for screenings.

“If someone has paid their medical
services fee, they can use our services
for free,” she said.

Full-time students pay the medical
service fee, Benson said.

The Raider Assistance Program
office is located in room S107 of
Thompson Hall and can be reached
at (806) 743-2866 ext. 279.

Hoffman said he wants students to
know that any incident with drugs can
be harmful to their future.

“Any drug offense is too many,”
he said. “Don’t (do drugs) anywhere,
no matter where you are at. Especially

punishments go up considerably. future harm.” in the residence halls, in such a close
Juli Benson, manager of health  Benson said the Raider Assistance proximity someone is bound to notice

education for student health services, Program also conducts interviews to it

face,” he said.
Jones spent the night in the Lub-
bock County Jail after being arrested

Woman contacted to join suicide party reveals one man’s dark side
J y

PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) — Col-
lege senior Jaime Shockman was at
home working on her computer when
an instant message popped up at the
bottom of her screen. It was an invita-
tion to die.

“Do you think of suicide?” the
stranger asked. “Do oyu want to die
with others,” he went on, according to
the instant message transcript.

Bored and convinced the message
was a joke, the young woman replied.
For two hours in December, she an-
swered questions posed by 26-year-old

The Portland State University
student decided it was something more
sinister when he told her that amother
from Portland was coming to his home
in southern Oregon to commit suicide
along with her five kids.

Now, Shockman is one of five
women — from Canada, Georgia,
Oregon, Missouri and Virginia — out
of more than two dozen allegedly con-
tacted by Krein who have identified
themselves to police. According to
authorities, the women were invited to
the “suicide get-together” at his house,

Gerald Krein, who is now accused of where they were to hang themselves

attempting to lure emotionally fragile
women to his Oregon home for what
police are calling a Valentine’s Day sex
and suicide party.

It’s not clear whether any of the
women he allegedly contacted were
sincere about killing themselves. For
her part, Shockman says she engaged
Krein in the conversation as a prank.

“I was convinced it was a joke,”
Shockman said, who believes the
man picked her out because her screen
name — KillToriSpelling — refers to
killing.
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RoBert lance
Jewoelers

“When ordinary
Just won’t do.”

s2nd e Slide Rd.
in RocKridge Plaza
794-2938
www.robertlancejewelers.

naked from a beam.
Krein, who was arrested Wednes-

day, told investigators he had been in  After he divulged his plan to
touch with 31 women. He was indicted commit suicide along with 15 others,
Monday while deputies kept watch Shockman asked him: “How do you

over his house to make sure no one
arrived to kill themselves.

“It was suggested that they come
here, that they hang with him, that
they have a sex party, and if they
couldn’t come he would certainly
entertain them, doing it over the Inter-
net,” Sheriff Tim Evinger said.

want to die?”

“We was thinking haning,” he
wrote back, according to the tran-
script.

“All at the same time in the same
place?” she asked.

When he answered yes, she kid-
ded him that the weight of the bodies

Shockman printed a copy of the would break the structure they were
instant message communication — in hung from.
which he identified himself first as
“Jerry,” then as “Gerald Krein” — and
showed it to The Associated Press. She

also has shown it to police.

ENGINEERING

LACOSTE

19 NEW COLORS JUST ARRIVED

LACOSTE PRODUCTS ARE AVAILABLE AT
82ND & QUAKER KINGSGATE CEMNTER M‘db‘wfd
LUBBOCK, TEXAS 79424 806.794.9500

JOB FAIR

Frazier Alumni Pavilion
Wednesday, Fdebruaryl6th
an

Thursday, February 17th
10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

THURSDAY

3M

Asarco

ATK Mission Research
Austin Industries

Baker Concrete Construction
Ben E. Keith Foods Construction

WEDNESDAY

Abengoa Bioenergy

Archer Western Contractors
Bartlett Cocke

Brown & Gay

Carter & Burgess

Centex Homes

Choctaw Erectors Bury-+Partners
CB&l BWXT Pantex
ConocoPhillips Frito-Lay

D.E. Harvey Builders

Fisher Regulators

Freese & Nichols

Gilbert Texas Construction
Granite Construction

Halff Associates

Halliburton

IBM

Jones & Carter

Kennedy Consulting

Kiewit Offshore Services
Lauren Engineers
Lockwood, Andrews & Newman
Logical Information Machines
Pape-Dawson Engineers
Schlumberger

Southwest Research Institute
Square D/Schneider Electric
Turner, Collie & Braden
Twin Mountain Construction
TxDOT

United Forming

USG Corporation

Vought Aircraft Industries
Whiting-Turner

Furgro-McClelland
Hensel Phelps Construction
HNTB

Honeywell
Jaster-Quintanilla

J. D. Abrams

KSA Engineers

L-3 Communications
Lockheed Martin
Ludlum Measurements
Mosaic Potash Carlsbad
NAPA Rayloc

Peterbilt Motors

Pulte Homes

Raytheon

Stryker Corporation

TX Com. on Environmental Quality
TXU Electric Delivery
UPS

US Navy

Wallace Group

Xcel Energy

X-Fab Texas

Yates Construction
Zachry Construction
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FREE SPEECH
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No policy needed — students can maturely handle rights

ore than four months ago,
U.S. District Judge Sam
Cummings declared Texas

Tech’s free speech zones unconstitu-
tional and required the university to
adjust the policy.

This ruling pleased the editorial
board of The University Daily; such
restrictions as free speech zones are
worrisome and offensive to us as advo-
cates of the First Amendment.

As of yet, no official changes have
been made to the policy; administra-
tors say they are working to determine
what needs to be changed to abide by
the ruling.

Here’s an idea — get rid of the
policy permanently.

Only if Tech stops having a free
speech policy will the university truly
have free speech. Those three words
cannot go together. Either Tech allows
free speech, or it has a speech policy.
A policy restricts. Restricted speech
is not free.

The restriction of free speech to

’StNCE

certain zones sends a message of dis-
trust — that the administration does
not trust the students enough to allow
them to handle the responsibility; that,
if the zones were taken away, students
would run rampant waving signs with
disturbing messages that disrupt the
educational process solely for the
purpose of distupting the educational
process. With the zones removed, how-
ever, the administration would likely
find the opposite result; that students
are less disruptive because they are no
longer confined to certain areas.
Many people argue they would
rather not see pictures of aborted fe-
tuses or hear people yelling war chants
as they roll out of their residence halls
or finish eating dinner in the dining
hall. However, nowhere in the Bill
of Rights does it say anyone has the
right not to be made uncomfortable
or not to be offended. Part of college
life is that exposure to ideas that make
one uncomfortable; that is when stu-
dents grow as scholars, academics and

American citizens.

Others will argue speech is free
everywhere on campus; that if a person
wanted to have a conversation in an
area not designated a “forum” area,
that would be fine. However, that
same person cannot hold a poster
proclaiming his views anywhere on
campus. This is not free speech; it is
speech confined to certain areas or by
certain mediums.

Also, what is the point of not
allowing a message to be shared in
one part of campus but allowing it in
another? Logically, the policy does not
make sense. What is appropriate for
the area between the Student Union
and the library must be appropriate for
Memorial Circle, the area in front of
Holden Hall and the grass around the
Robert H. Ewalt Student Recreational
Center. This double standard should
not be allowed to exist in a university
setting.

Tech’s policy states that areas not
designated a forum cannot be used to

share views that can be interpreted
as insulting, a threat or a personal
attack, such as Jason Roberts’ request
to hand out pamphlets condemning
homosexuality. Under this policy,
Toshirts that have obscenities, that
degrade women or even that says
something negative about our friends,
the Aggies, should not be allowed on
campus. Epithets and offensive signs
should not be allowed in the United
Spirit Arena or Jones SBC Stadium.
How is a message on a T-shirt different
than a message on a poster? Again, a
double standard.

- According to an article about Tech’s
policies in the Student Press Law Cen-
ter's Winter Report, the University of
Oregon’s policy regulates conduct, not
content. The University Daily believes
this method of regulating protests and
demonstrations could help balance the
need for free and open communication
and still provide an atmosphere in
which students can learn. Allow dem-
onstrations to take place anywhere on

campus, but if a demonstration reaches a
noise level that disrupts the educational
process, if violence occurs or other
legitimate threats are presented by the
demonstration, then the administration
should step in. However, if a peaceful
protest of abortion, homosexuality, the
war or another topic takes place in Me-
morial Circle without prior approval,
leave it alone.

Obviously on-campus housing
deserves special privileges. People, in
the name of free speech, should not
be knocking on doors in the residence
halls or standing in the lobby. That's
fine. Keep protests out of the halls.
But there’s nothing wrong with put-
ting the protest on the doorstep. That
may make some people uncomfortable.
However, knowing that at a university,
which is supposed to be a haven for
new ideas and a whirlpool of original
thought, actual free speech is only al-
lowed in six areas makes the editorial
board of The University Daily incredibly
uncomfortable.

TECH'S "FREE SeckcH ZoNE”™ poLicy tas BEeN
MET WiTH CoNSIDERABLE RESISTANCE, THE TecH

This problem is disconcerting for
many reasons. The editorial board of
The UD is concerned because if free
speech is limited to the designated
ZONEs On campus, it is not inconceiv-
able for the administration to place
certain limits on the newspaper or
other aspects of free speech protected
under the First Amendment. This has
not happened, nor have there been
suggestions made by administrators. It
is, however, important to ensure Tech
never reaches that point.

One administrator said the policy
may be completed by the next Board
of Regents meeting, which takes place
next week. We applaud this goal but
encourage the administration to not
sacrifice the correct action just to get
it done. Get rid of the policies, the
zones, the necessary prior approval.
Give students their right to free speech
everywhere on campus.

As Voltaire said, “I may not agree
with what you say, but [ will defend to -
the death your right to say it.”
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