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Upcoming Events

The Comanche
Trail Park Festival
of Lights is open
nightly from 6 to 10
p.m. through Dec.
25. Use the entrance
across U.S. 87 from
Wal-Mart.

Christmas in
Coahoma at the Park
will be Saturday,
Dec. 11, from 3
to 6:30 p.m. The
event will include
hayrides and
caroling, Christmas
art projects for kids,
and holiday snacks.
Sponsored by the
Coahoma Lions Club.

Dorothy Garrett Coliseum.
By ROGER CLINE

The Big Spring Herald Staff Writer
Ten of Howard County's governmental
. . and business entities met Monday eve-
The Blg S pring ning and each gave a brief presentation,

including their current status and the
challenges facing them in the coming
months.

“I think it went well,” said Big Spring
Mayor Shannon Thomason, following
the “Special Joint Leadership Summit,”
held on the floor of Howard College's

Symphony’s concert
“Home Is Where
the Heart Is” will
be 7:30 p.m. Dec.
18 at First United

Local entities hold Leadership Summit

get all of the groups together in the same
room and kind of talk about what the
challenges are, and find out from each
one what they might need help with, and
basically give us all some ideas what we
can do to work together.”

The event, which was open to the pub-
lic, drew about about 40 members of the
public, who watched from the Colise-
um's bleachers. Those in attendance had
the opportunity to submit written ques-
tions to the various entities. Only one
such question was read and responded

Methodist Church,
400 S. Scurry St.
Tickets are on sale
at www.bigspring

symphony.org
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Dorothy Garrett Coliseum. “It's good to to during the meeting.

Big Spring Economic Development Corporation Executive Director Mark Willis, at podium, lays out
upcoming plans and challenges of the EDC during the Joint Leadership Summit Monday evening at the

Entities who offered presentations at
the event included Howard County, the
City of Big Spring, the Big Spring Eco-
nomic Development Corporation, the
Big Spring Area Chamber of Commerce,
Howard College, Big Spring ISD, Coaho-
ma ISD, Forsan ISD, the West Texas VA
Healthcare System, and Scenic Moun-
tain Medical Center.

e Howard County - Commissioner
Jimmie Long (Precinct 3): Commission-
er Long spoke about challenges facing

See SUMMIT, page 3
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Herald Photos/ MaLinda Pope
This past weekend Big Spring held its annual Christmas
parade. The parade had over 40 floats and was fantastic this
year to witness.

By DUSTIN POPE
Managing Editor

This past weekend Big Spring held its annual Christmas Parade. This
year's theme was "Lights Camera Action" you could base your float off
any Christmas movie theme. There were so many fantastic floats in this
year's parade; it was cool to get to see how creative everyone was. You
could defiantly see all the hard work and dedication that the participants
put into their floats. Pretty much any Christmas movie you could think
of was represented. From Polar express to Charlie Brown, and yes, even
my favorite Die hard.

The winners from the parade were as follows: First place for the non-

See PARADE, Page 5
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weekends for your convenience. Medical Care for a wide
range of minor injuries and illnesses from sore throats and

710 S. Gregg St., Big Spring, TX * (432) 517-4692 + affordacare.com
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Obituaries

C.K. “Kenneth” Orr

C.K. “Kenneth” Orr, 95, died Saturday, December
4, 2021, in Sterling City, Texas.

Graveside service will be Tues-
¥ day at 11 a.m. at Trinity Memorial

# 4l Park Peace Chapel.

Kenneth was born November 5,
1926, in Terrell, Texas, to Ethyl
and R.W. Orr. He married Joyce
Springfield on August 31, 1958, in
Ackerly, Texas. He spent most of
life in Big Spring.

Kenneth was a Veteran of the U.S
Army. He worked 32 years at Southwestern Bell, he
started there in high school. He also owned Coaho-
ma Telephone Company.

Kenneth loved hunting on his ranch and fishing.

He loved pulling weeds and tinkering in his shop.
His favorite color was gray.

Kenneth is survived by his wife of 63 years:
Joyce Orr of Big Spring; one daughter: Suzanne
Davis (Scott) of Sterling City; one son: Craig Orr of
Boerne; two grandchildren: Breanne Hale (Trey) of
Ozona & Slade Davis (Andi) of Sterling City; four
great-grandsons; and several nieces and nephews.

In addition to his parents, Kenneth was preceded
in death by two brothers: Dick Orr and Bob Orr.

Pallbearers will be his grandsons, Slade Davis
and Trey Hale. Honorary pallbearers will be his
great-grandsons, Ryder Davis, Westyn Davis, Cort
Hale, and Jett Hale.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral
Home. Pay your resects online at www.myersand-
smith.com

Paid obituary

Fire/EMS

Big Spring Fire Department/EMS reported the following activity:
*MEDICAL CALL was reported in the 3700 block of Wasson Rd. Two people were transported to Scenic

Mountain Medical Center.

*MEDICAL CALL was reported in the 5200 block of Longshore. One person was transported to Scenic

Mountain Medical Center.

*TRAFFIC ACCIDENT was reported on 120 MM 169. No transport was necessary.
*MEDICAL CALL was reported in the 2600 block of S Gregg St. One person was transported to Scenic

Mountain Medical Center.

*MEDICAL CALL was reported in the 1600 block of S Lancaster. One person was transported to Scenic

Mountain Medical Center.

*MEDICAL CALL was reported in the 500 block of W 17th St. One person was transported to Scenic

Mountain Medical Center.

The Howard County Sheriff's
Department reported the follow-
ing activity:

Note - Officials with the Howard
County Jail reported having 98 in-
mates at the time of this report.

*ALEXIS JADE BLAND, 24, of
was arrested by HCSO on a charge
of expired registration, no drivers
license, failure to appear.

*MIGUEL JAVIER GOME?Z,
43, was arrested by HCSO on a
charge of bail jumping and fail to
appear.

*MICHAEL RAY GRIEGO II,
27, was arrested by BSPD on a
charge of possession of marijuana
less than 2G, no drivers license,
possession of marijuana less than
20z, manufacture deliver con-
trolled substance more than 4G
less than 200G.

*BENJAMIN NEAL-LEE

Sheriff

HERBERT, 34, was arrested by
HCSO on a charge of possession of
controlled substance less than 1G.

*'RAMIRO MONTOYA MIER
JR, 31, was arrested by BSPD on a
charge of discharge firearm with-
in city.

*'BRANDON ANTHONY MO-
RAN, 32, was arrested by BSPD
on a charge of bail jumping and
fail to appear x5, assault family
violence, possession of marijuana
less than 20z, public intoxication,
violate promise to appear.

*OLGA FRANCO OMELAS, 34,
was arrested by BSPD on a charge
of illegal dumping more than 51lbs
less than 5001bs.

*‘MATTHEW AARON PAYNE,
37, was arrested by BSPD on a
charge of possession of dangerous
drug.

*AUSTIN STANLEY PIERCE,

19, was arrested by BSPD on a
charge of theft of property more
than $750 less than $2,500.

*VALENTINE CALDERON
QUINTANA, 45, was arrested
by BSPD on a charge of terror-
istic threat of family, criminal
mischief more than $100 less
than $750, public intoxication.

STEVEN DWAYNE RICH,
43, was arrested by BSPD on a
charge of driving while license
invalid x2.

JEANNIE SANCHEZ, 37,
was arrested by DPS on a charge
of possession of marijuana less
than 2ox, unlawful carrying
weapon.

«JULIAN URANGA, 27, was
arrested by BSPD on a charge of
public intoxication.

Police blotter

The Big Spring Police Department reported the
following activity:

VALENTIN CALDERON QUINTANA, 45, of
1201 FM 461 was arrested on a charge of public in-
toxication, criminal mischief over $100 less than
$750, terroristic threat family/household.

*STEVEN D WAYE RICH, 43, of 1008 Bluebonnet
was arrested on a charge of dr1v1ng while license
suspended/invalid. mv7g

‘MATTHEW AARON &
PAYNE, 7, of 1207 S Run-
nels St was arrested on a
charge of possession dan-
gerous drug.

*‘RAMIRO MONTOYA
NIER JR, 31, of 601 e
12th St was arrested on a
charge of discharge fire-
arm within city.

*‘BRANDON ANTHO-
NY MORAN, 32, of 2518
Langley Dr was arrested
on a charge of public in-
toxication, fail to appear,
warrant from another
agency x5, possession of
marijuana less than 2oz,
assault family violence
threat or offensive touch.

*MICHAEL RAY
GRIEGO, 27, of 1203 N
FM 700 was arrested on
a charge of manufacture
or deliver controlled sub-
stance more than 4G less
than 200G, warrant from
another agency x3.

SUSPICIOUS AV-
TIVITY was reported in
the 2100 block of and 2200
block of Johnson.

*DUSTURBANCE was M
reported in the 1500 block
of Robin St.

*HIT AND RUN was
reported in the area of
700 and Goliad.

+ACCIDENT MAJOR |
was reported in the area
of HWY 350 20 miles from
Big Spring.

*DISTURBANCE
was reported in the 3400 |
block of Old Colorado M
City Hwy.

*DISTURBANCE was

Following
Sponsors &
Register
To Win:

reported in the 2500 block of Albrook Dr.

*CRIMINAL MISCHIEF was reported in the 900
block of Baylor Blvd.

*BURGLARY OF HABITATION was reported
in the 2000 block of S Monticello St.

*ACCIDENT MINOR was reported in the 200
block of W FM 700.
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DRAWINGS
TO BE HELD
DECEMBER

Wild West Wingz - 1506 E. 4th
Heritage Museum - 510 Scurry W
Harris Lumber & Hardware - 1515 E. FM 7OO
Dazzling Decor - 1304 Scurry
Cosden Federal Credit Union - 400 E. Marcy Dr.
Big Spring Outdoors - 1605 E. FM 700
Canterbury South - 17700 S. Lancaster
Franklin & Sons Tire - 408 Runnels
Franklin & Sons Tire - 807 Lamesa Hwy-Stanton
Reid Bethel Tire - 310 S. Dallas-Lamesa
Bargain Mart - 403 Runnels
Expedition Royalty - 220 S. Main St.
Scenic Mountain Medical Center - 1601 W. 11th PI.
Big Spring Ford - 500 W. 4th St.
Prosperity Bank - 1411 S. Gregg St.

Support Groups

TUESDAY

* Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1
p.m.; newcomers meeting 8 p.m. to 9 p.m.

¢ A six-week course in Wellness and Quality
of Life with Chronic Pain will be held at Spring
Creek Fellowship at the Spring Town Plaza, 1801
E. FM 700. There is no charge for the course, and
a workbook will be provided. Contact Steve Purdy
at 432-517-4840 for more information.

¢ Caregivers Support Group, sponsored by the
Area Agency on Aging, meets the second Tues-
day of every month at 10:30 a.m. The meetings are
held at the Senior Citizens Center located at 100
Whipkey Drive. These meetings are open for any
caregiver, whether medical professional or fam-
ily member. For more information, please call
Becky Letz at 267-1628.

¢ Al-anon family group meets at 8 p.m. at 615
Settles.

* DivorceCare is a biblical support group for
those facing divorce or separation. Each DVD ses-
sion features nationally respected experts, such
as Christian Counselors and Pastors. Small group
discussions and workbook exercises help partici-
pants apply the information to their own situa-
tions. We cover pertinent issues like: « Will I sur-
vive? « How to get out of debt. « How do you know
when you are ready for a new relationship? « How
to lessen the impact of divorce on your children. ¢
Is reconciliation possible? There is no charge for
attendance. 13-week seminars are held two times
per year on Tuesday evenings from 6 to 8 p.m. at
Trinity Baptist Church in Big Spring. Visit the
DivorceCare Ministry of TBC Facebook page for
information. You can also call Donna Burcham
at 267-6344 for information on seminar dates and
how you can register to attend.

WEDNESDAY

¢ Celebrate Recovery meets at First United
Methodist Church Youth Hall, 400 Scurry, from
6-8 p.m. Hurts, habits and hang-ups. Leave mes-
sage for Joyce Webb at 325-212-860

THURSDAY

¢ Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, open dis-
cussion noon to 1 p.m.; women’s meeting 6:30 un-
til 7:30 p.m. Newcomers’ meeting 8 p.m. until 9
p.m.

* Weight Watchers meets at 6 p.m. at St. Paul Lu-
theran Church. Weigh-in is at 5:30 p.m. Weigh-in
is confidential and you don’t have to talk if you
don’t want to. Flexible payment options.

e Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder support group
meeting is at 6:30 p.m. at the VA Medical Center
Veteran’s Healing Center.

* Bring Everyone Into The Zone, or BEITZ Sup-
port Group, is a veteran-based peer group. The
purpose of the group is to provide peer-to-peer
support to service members, veterans and fami-
lies, especially those suffering from post-traumat-
ic stress disorder (PTSD), traumatic brain injury
(TBI), military sexual trauma (MST) and other
traumatic events in their lives. BEITZ meets ev-
ery Thursday at 6 p.m. at 501 Birdwell Lane. For
more information, email francisco.garza@wtc-
mhmr.org, or call 432-268-3003.

Submit your Support Group information to be in-
cluded or updated. Email information to editor@

Bigspringherald.com or call 432-263-7331.

LESBIE ELROD HOB\
BROKER/OWNER = |
: 432-517- 0038 ¢\ (Ll

JUSTIN H'OBBs

REALTOR/OW. ER [
432-935- 37

WWW. home realtors.net

BIG SPRING

HERALD

www.BigSpringHerald.com
Rich History, Big Possibilities — Big Spring, Texas

432-263-7331
(Main Switchboard)
432-264-7205 (Fax)

Missed Your Paper:

432-263-7331
(Mon.-Fri. 8a.m.-5p.m.)

Rick Nunez
Dustin Pope
Robert Smith
Angela Lance

Publisher/Advertising Mgr. .... Ext. 250
Managing Editor...................... Ext. 230
Circulation Manager................ Ext. 252
Sr. Advertising Executive........ Ext. 255

The Big Spring Herald is a member of The Big Spring Area
Chamber of Commerce, Texas Press Association and The Associated
Press.

Published afternoons Mon. thru Fri. and Sunday mornings. All
materials copyrighted.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Big Spring Herald, P.O.
Box 1431, Big Spring, TX 79721. Periodicals postage paid at Big
Spring, Texas.

USPS 1431-48 USPS 0055-940 ISSN 0746-6811

BY THE MONTH HOME DELIVERY: $14.00 monthly; $149.00
yearly (includes 10% discount). MAIL SUBSCRIPTIONS: $17.00
monthly Howard; $20.00 elsewhere.

MEMBER
2021

TEXAS PRESS ASSOCIATION




Bic SprING HERALD
Tuesday, December 7, 2021

SUMMIT
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the county, including the recent closure of the lo-
cal private GEO prisons, and ongoing damage to lo-
cal roads. Long offered a piece of good news regard-
ing the roads: “We have received a grant from the
Texas Department of Transportation of about $8.6
million with a 20 percent match on the county's
part, and with it we have made some progress re-
pairing our roads.” Long presented slides showing
photos of damaged county roads and progress of re-
pairs. Long reported that the county, through the
Sheriff's Department and Sheriff Stan Parker, has
created an Environmental Task Force with author-
ity to identify health and safety issues on private
property in the county, and to request that the own-
ers clean up the property or face fines or jail time.
Long also mentioned the commissioners' work on
deciding how to spend about $7 million in Ameri-
can Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) grants, and dealing
with unfunded mandates from the State of Texas.

* City of Big Spring — Mayor Shannon Thomason:
Mayor Thomason spoke about the recent Andrews
ISD bus crash which claimed three adult work-
ers' lives and left many Andrews students injured.
Thomason expressed pride at the unity Howard
County entities displayed in offering assistance
during the crisis. “The entities involved: the city,
the county, the school district, the college, and all
of the citizens that showed up bringing pizzas and
food, and offering prayers, made me personally
proud to be a resident of this great city and county.
It proved to me what West Texans can do when we
pull together.” Thomason noted that infrastruc-
ture is the city's main challenge. “Streets are a
continuing problem. Water and sewer lines are old
and getting older, and we are moving forward with
solutions on both.” The mayor said new methods of
pothole repair should allow repairs to be complet-
ed faster and last longer, and that the city's ARPA
grant — $6.9 million — will be used entirely for wa-
ter and sewer upgrades. The city has held proper-
ty taxes to the “No new revenue” tax rate for the
past three years, Thomason said; bringing in more
money through business expansion and construc-
tion. The mayor said “new sit-down, casual res-
taurants” are coming to Big Spring, as well as new
businesses in the downtown area, which he called
a “jewel of the city.” “We still have our historic
downtown, whereas most of our neighbors around
do not,” he said. “Thanks to the investment in the
Settles Hotel, downtown has a crown jewel. We
need to continue that motion.” Thomason said the
city has started the process of creating a Tax Incre-
ment Reinvestment Zone (TIRZ) in the downtown
area to help fund infrastructure improvements
without cost to taxpayers. Thomason also said the
city is exploring “alternative sources of revenue
that will lower or eliminate property taxes.”

* Big Spring Economic Development Corpora-
tion - Executive Director Mark Willis: Willis spoke
about the EDC's work on the U.S. Hwy. 87 Reliever
Route and the McMahon-Wrinkle Airpark. “The
EDC has spent about $17 million out at the Airport
to improve rail service, improve the runways out
there, and, most recently, about $6 million on road-
ways out there,” he said. Willis also spoke about
a project to open up land for development west of

(432) 263-7331

Join us in celebrating the special keepsake edition of

“BABY’S FIRST CHRISTMAS.”

Want to see your precious little one in this special keepsake feature? Send in
your pictures today for our Christmas Edition! It’s absolutely FREE to enter!

Deadline to Submlt Photos: Friday 12/17

HERALD Email your photo to angela@bigspringherald.com by

Friday, December 17th to be included in our Christmas Edition!
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the Airpark. “This is where the future of business
growth industry, heavy commercial, what we refer
to as 'base jobs.' My board and myself, that's what
we see. This is a long-term potential,” he said. Wil-
lis said that, although a potential $5 million grant
for improvements in the area was declined, he re-
mains hopeful that the EDC can receive a $1.5 mil-
lion grant for the project instead. “The good thing
about it is, we have a prospect that could bring in
as much as $14 to $15 million more property value
for county and city taxes,” he said. Willis said, like
the city's plan for the downtown area, he hopes to
form a TIRZ west of the Airpark. “If we get that
$14-$15 million of value out there and it's in a TIRZ,
and if both the city and the county pledge 75 per-
cent of the property tax out there to improve in-
frastructure, and if we get that first prospect out
there, the TIRZ can leverage that to another half-
million dollars, which we'd like to see run down to
Frazier Road, opening up another couple hundred
acres for development,” he said. Willis said How-
ard County's central location is a big asset. “We en-
joy a location where, if you draw a 100-mile radius
around Big Spring, there's 1.4 million people,” he
said. “We are set up to be warehouse and distribu-
tion. You can come in by air, by rail and by road.”

¢ Big Spring Area Chamber of Commerce — Cham-
ber President Kristy Tyra: Tyra spoke about sev-
eral of the Chamber's activities. “We promote our
members through email blasts, Facebook, ribbon-
cutting celebrations, Alive After Five, and shop-
ping excursions,” she said. “We have several an-
nual events of the Chamber. We have the Chamber
Banquet, which is held in February. We have the
Health Fair, in late April, and our newest event is
our Clay Shoot. We have that at Moss Lake, which
takes place the first Saturday in June.” Tyra said
the Chamber provides information to the commu-
nity and volunteers for events. Through the Big
Spring Area Chamber of Commerce Charitable
Trust, the Chamber helps fund events such as Pops
in the Park and the Festival of Lights; and projects
such as the Amphitheater Improvement Project.
The Chamber also hosts promotional events to en-
courage the public to patronize local businesses.

¢ Howard College — President Dr. Cheryl Sparks:
Dr. Sparks spoke about the college's unique status
as the only community college in the United States
with a school for deaf learners: The SouthWest Col-
lege for the Deaf. Sparks also spoke about Howard
College's recent work on its mission statement.
“Overwhelmingly, people wanted the emphasis on
making a national impact,” she said. “So our mis-
sion is that 'We will be known for enriching the
lives and the futures of those we serve as a unique
rural community college, a national model of suc-
cess that includes a campus specializing in deaf
education.' You're going to see us embrace that in
a very strong way. We're proud of 'rural' and we're
going to embrace that right up front.” Four areas
the college will focus on going forward include
Access, Student Success, Community and Work-
force Development, and Performance Excellence.
Sparks said the college is working to restore stu-
dent enrollment at Howard to pre-pandemic levels;
and to increase faculty

recovery.

e Big Spring ISD - Superintendent Jay McWil-
liams: McWilliams stressed that BSISD's primary
focus is its students. “In everything we do, we al-
ways stress, 'Is it in the best interest of the kids?'
Period. If it's in the best interest of the kids, I can
sleep at night and those people over there (point-
ing at BSISD delegation at the Summit) can sleep
at night. Whether people agree with everything we
do or not, that is our goal. We want to do what's
in the best interest of our kids.” McWilliams listed
four other priorities of the district; first, recruiting
and maintaining certified teachers for the district.
McWilliams praised the TechTeach Program,
which partners BSISD with Howard College and
Texas Tech University to train new teachers for
the district. McWilliams' second talking point in-
volved the district's Career and Technical Educa-
tion (CTE) program. “We now offer close to 60 dif-
ferent career and technical courses at Big Spring
ISD. You can get anything from Microsoft Word en-
dorsement and certification, you can take fashion
design, you can take welding, culinary arts...you
name it, we offer it. What this is doing is, this is
allowing us to train and teach kids skills for life.”
The third of McWilliams points was on technology.
He praised many advancements in the district's
technology to Director of Technology Jamie Scott.
He touted the district's “One-to-One” status, mean-
ing each student is allowed to check out technology
including tablets, iPads or Chromebooks; improve-
ments to internet bandwidth and preparedness for
distance learning at the onset of COVID-19. McWil-
liams also praised the
districts improvements

on safety and security of MYERS « SMITH
its schools, and improve- FUNERAL HOME
ments to district facili- & CHAPEL
ties. 24th & Johnson

* Coahoma ISD - Su- 267-8288

perintendent Brad Cox:
Superintendent Cox
spoke about four chal-
lenges for the Coahoma
district. The first item
he addressed was Texas
House Bill 4545, a bill
designed to help strug-
gling students catch up
on passing the STAAR
test through supplemen-
tal accelerated instruc-

Sammy Muniz, 57,
died Wednesday. Ser-
vices are pending at
Myers & Smith Fu-
neral.

C.K. Kenneth Orr,
95, died Saturday.
Graveside service
will Tuesday 11 a.m.
at Trinity Memorial

tion in a small group set- | Park Peace Chapel.
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salaries and state fund-
ing. She also said one of
the college's goals is to
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be from a student enrollment standpoint,
from a facilities standpoint,” he said. “So we
were looking at things and then the pandemic
hit so we didn't know, and now GEO, so we
kind of don't know.” Cox said the district's
1,100 enrollment is “really about the peak for
our district,” he said. Cox's third point was on
mental health resources. “The challenge for us
is the avenues,” he said. “We can't find the path
to help these people. That's what we're search-
ing for, so if anyone can reach out and provide
us with some avenues and opportunities, we
would jump on it. We have a lot of kids and
even adults who need help coming out of the
pandemic. Cox's fourth point related to human
capital and recruitment. “We're fortunate to re-
ally have it good - all the way from the school
board down to the operations staff,” he said,
adding that the challenge is maintaining the
excellent staff the district already enjoys.

* Forsan ISD - Superintendent Randy John-
son: Superintendent Johnson said that GEQ's
closures could have a significant impact on
Forsan schools. “If all the Forsan families that
are tied to GEO were to leave Howard County,
that would cost us about 4 percent of our stu-
dent body,” he said. “That's significant when
we start talking about the way school finance
is set up.” Johnson said that one former GEO
employee had found a job with the Forsan
ISD. Johnson announced that, after 20 years
with the Forsan district, he is retiring; and the
school district is currently in the process of
seeking his replacement. He said that the board
hopes to have a new superintendent in place by
April 1, 2022. Johnson said many of the issues
facing Forsan had already been covered by Mc-
Williams and Cox, including test scores and
teacher incentives; and Career and Technical
Education and Career, College, and Military
Readiness.

» West Texas VA Healthcare System — Medical
Center Director Jason Cave: Cave, who stepped
into his position at the WTVAHCS in 2019, ex-
plained that the system covers 33 counties in
West Texas and East New Mexico. He spoke
about several building projects at WI'VAHCS
facilities, including residential facilities at the
Big Spring facility, as well as a 40-bed residen-
tial facility for substance abuse rehabilitation.
“We have approximately a $53 million ongo-
ing construction budget,” he said, noting that
much of the budget was spent on “non-aesthet-
ically attractive, but necessary HVAC work.”

Keeping capacity to accommodate demand for
veterans' healthcare benefits is a challenge; as
is updating old technology at the VA facilities.

e Scenic Mountain Medical Center — Presi-
dent Stacey Brown: Brown made the point that
SMMC is a private, for-profit hospital, and the
only full-service hospital in Howard County.
As a for-profit, SMMC is not funded by taxpay-
ers through city or county government, Brown
stressed. “We must generate revenue to cover
our salaries, supplies, overhead, equipment
and facility upgrades,” she said. “It also means
that Scenic Mountain is a taxpayer. If we don't
receive taxpayer funds, then we pay taxes. So
we pay property taxes and sales tax annually
to the amount of about $1.7 million each year
to help them fund our city and county govern-
ments.” Brown said the she realizes that many
Howard County residents have lost confidence
in Scenic Mountain, and she and the hospital
staff hope to regain that confidence. “We're
working very hard to regain that confidence,”
she said. “We realize that people should not
have to leave our area for services we provide
right here in Howard County. So with that,
our challenge is our past reputation.” Other
challenges mentioned by Brown include aging
equipment and facilities, which need replace-
ment; and staff shortages and difficulties with
recruiting to rural Big Spring, exacerbated by
the COVID-19 pandemic and nurses and other
staff relocating to areas paying higher wages
in response to the disease, or leaving health-

«.,-MATTRESS o,

¥/ SPECIALS =

Firm
Twin Set
Full Set
Queen Set

Sensation Euro Top
Twin Set

Full Set

Queen Set

King Set

Stimulus Plush
Full Set

Queen Set
King Set

/\ Where All of West Texas Comes to SAVE on Furniture & Appliances!
202 Scurry St. | Big Spring | (432) 267-7416

ALLAN’S
GALLERY

LocAL

care jobs altogether. Brown said local citizens'
lack of confidence in SMMC is making it dif-
ficult to upgrade their facilities to the highest
level. “We replaced our MRI earlier this year at
a cost of $2.5 million. That's almost two years
of our annual earnings. So think about that for
a minute. How much equipment do you think
we can replace, when it's taking all of our earn-
ings over that period of time. Not a lot, right?
We can't continue to invest in expensive equip-
ment if our own community, our own county,
is not willing to use our hospital so that we in
turn can generate the funds for these invest-
ments. That's really why we need your help.”
Brown said between wages and taxes, SMMC
has an economic impact on the local commu-
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nity between $58 and $76 million each year.

Big Spring EDC Executive Director Mark Wil-
lis said he felt the event went well for a first try.

“I think it went alright,” he said. “It's a start.
I've already, out of this just from putting it to-
gether, committed to giving the county com-
missioners an update once a quarter, which I
haven't done before. Hopefully that's the way
this will work. Make everybody try to catch
each other every now and then. We'll get bet-
ter. I don't feel like I did a particularly great
job, but I got across the information I wanted to
get across. The more we know about what each
other is doing, the better off we're all going to
be.”

Natlonal

KLASSIC
KLEANERS

Sanrre Day Service

7 AM - 6:30 PM
Monday-Friday

206847

2107 Gregy St.
432-263-1004

BARGAIN MART

Remembrance,Day
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On this historic anniversary, we pay tribute to those wﬁo lost their lives in
the 1941 attack on Pearl Harbor, and all those who served and sacrificed to
protect our contry and freedom in the days and years of World War I1I that
followed.” We will always remember that freedom is not free.

This Special Sponsored By:

arl Harbor
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Nalley-Pickle & Welch

Funeral Home & Crematory
906 S. Gregg Street
Big Spring, Texas 79720
432-267-6331
npwelch.com

208418

3 Locations

Serving You!
1200 Gregg St.
 (432) 263-6790

700 E. FM 700
(432) 263-2700

1218 Lamesa Hwy
Stanton

The
Big Spring Herald

your local news source

www. bigspringherald.com
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Do you have an interesting sports item or
story idea? Call at 263-7331, Ext. 237.
Email results to:
sports@bigspringherald.com
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Coahoma and Forsan hoops to honor Veterans
on historical day in American History

By DUSTIN POPE
Managing Editor

This coming up Tuesday night, Dec 7, the Forsan buffaloes and the Coahoma
Bulldogs will be hosting a very fantastic night of basketball. The event will
be the Howard County Hops Military Recognition night. It will be held at the

Dorthy Garrett Coliseum at Howard College; Tip-Off is at 7:45 p.m.

This special event will have plenty of basketball action and a necessary time
to honor those who have served this great Country. Both boys and girls var-
sity teams from Forsan and Coahoma will be in action. They will invite all
Veterans onto the floor to be recognized in front of the entire crowd. It will be
an extraordinary moment for those in attendance and those honored.

Lady Steers Basketball team drops game last week Dec 3 to Abilene Cooper

A

-

Courtesy Photos/Tony Claxton

Top Left Ryen Terrazas battles for a ball this past Friday, Dec, as the Lady Steers took on Abilene Cooper. Top Right: Tristan Smith
stuffs the Cooper player with a nice block. Unfortunately, the Lady Steers lost this game 63 to 39.

Analysis: Patriots’ downfall after Brady lasted one season

By ARNIE STAPLETON
AP Pro Football Writer

It didn't take long for the New England Patriots to be-
come the New England Patriots again.

After stumbling through a 7-9 season last year while
watching Tom Brady win a seventh ring in his first
season with the Tampa Bay Buccaneers, Bill Belich-
ick's squad is once again the class of the AFC.

Josh McDaniel's brilliant plan to have rookie quar-
terback Mac Jones throw just three passes Monday
night paved the way for New England's 14-10 win at
Buffalo in the snow globe and wind tunnel that was
Highmark Stadium.

Behind those 46 runs in 49 snaps, the retooled Patri-
ots won their sixth road game in six tries and pushed
their winning streak to seven games, improving to 9-4.

That's a half-game better than the Kansas City
Chiefs, Tennessee Titans and Baltimore Ravens in the
logjammed conference race.

And the Patriots are still finding ways to shut down
Peyton Manning, who lost his head-to-head series with
Brady 11-6.

The quarterback who was inducted into the Pro
Football Hall of Fame four months ago explained on

ESPN's "ManningCast" during the Patriots-Bills slog-
fest that the Patriots public relations politely declined
his request to interview Jones.

"Well, I tried to talk to Mac Jones, and he was very re-
spectful," Manning relayed. "He said, 'Peyton, I want to
do it, but can you call our PR director, Stacey (James)?
Because he kind of has to oversee all things. I said, No
problem.'I called Stacey, very professional, I said, 'Sta-
cey, I'm talking to Coach Belichick, can I talk to Mac
Jones?"

The answer was no, although Manning took the rare
rejection in stride.

"And I gotta tell you, I appreciate how they're han-
dling Mac Jones. They are trying to protect him, give
him as few off-the-field distractions as possible, let him
concentrate on playing football," Manning said.

"So, yes, I did get denied. It was the first quarterback
I haven't talked to. But, I appreciate it," Manning said.

Although Manning isn't accustomed to getting
turned down, he said he understood what the Patriots
were doing because he encountered the same treat-
ment during his rookie season in Indianapolis in 1998.

"Bill Polian, as a rookie with me with the Colts, did
the same thing. He didn't let the marketing depart-

PARADE

Continued from page 1

profit category was The First Church of the Naza-
rene. Second place went to Cub Scouts 305. Upris-
ing Youth Ministry came in third. In the School
category, Big Spring Independent School District
took home first place. Runnels Academy finished
with second-place honors, and third place went to
the Forsan Cheerleaders. In the commercial divi-
sion, it was 5 Star Transport who took home first-
place honors; The Heralds own Ashley Teal had a
big part in putting together that float, so congrats
to her and that entire group. Gentle Pricks finished
in second place, and Mighty Wash came in third. In

the Wild Card division, the 40 something cowgirls
took first place. Big Spring Pride Drive followed
with a second-place finish, and in third place, it
was 3E ranch. ALSA took home the top prize in the
Car division, followed by Crossroads Farmers Mar-
ket in second. Finally, Killerwax West Texas took
down third place. Congratulations to all of the win-
ners; it was well deserved.

As with every year, the parade was a huge suc-
cess; there were many smiling kids and, and just

ment talk to me, the community relations department
talk to me. He said, 'Hey, it's all football this first sea-
son. Don't bother him," recounted Manning. "And I
think the Patriots are taking that same approach with
Mac Jones and it's paying off, it's working."

Everything's working in New England a year after
the Patriots stumbled behind aging QB Cam Newton.

Jones, the 15th overall draft pick out of Alabama last
June, finished 2 of 3 for 19 yards in becoming the NFL's
third quarterback to win nine games in his rookie
season, joining Pittsburgh's Ben Roethlisberger
in 2004, and Dallas' Dak Prescott in 2016. He also
joined Roethlisberger and Prescott in becoming
the NFL's third rookie QB to win his first six road
starts.

Southwestern A-1 Pest Control, Inc.
Since 1954

SOUTHWESTERN A-1 PEST CONTROL, INC.

SINCE 1954
www.swalpc.com ¢ mm@swalpc.com

2008 Birdwell

Max F. Moore
President / Certified Applicator

432.263.0441 ¢ 432.267.8190 Fax

mm@swalpc.com e-mail

a lot, of Christmas spir-
it. It was a great way to
kick off Christmas time
here in Howard County!

“‘Sam.s,Package Stor@./

\ As the evenmgs start to cool down, come by to stock up on the; %

?Z’@:m%;‘m - supplies and accessories you need to keep warm!
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Nutrien

Ag Solutions-

Innovative Technologies.
Local Expertise.

Trust Nutrien Ag. Solutions for access to best-in-class solutions
ﬁ & service to help you lead the field this season & beyond.

(432) 263-3382

2404 N. Hwy. 87, Big Spring

Meat Processing

Market

We offer custom slaughter & processing

serv1ces as Well as wild game processmg for

Always serving fresh meats and produce.
= Pork = Deli Meats & Cheeses
= Beef = Cookout Packs & Seasonings

» Chicken = Freezer Packs & Much More!
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WE BUY PECANS!
Call for details.
432-264-9000

Big Spring Iron & Metal

All positions for Kitchen
Exhaust Cleaning Crew
Leaders, Techs, and
Warehouse Personnel.

Pay DOE, but will train.
Bonus Plans, Vacation and
Holiday Pay. Must be able to
pass Drug Screen.

Apply @ Blast Masters

1711 E Hwy 350.

We are hiring Maintenance
Property Man with
Experience in the field;

we offer attractive salary,
constant training and an
excellent work environment.
Must have Experience only
need apply. Apply in person
2501 Fairchild.

Hiring experienced heavy
equipment operators for
oilfield dirt work/construction.

2+ years’ experience
required. Dozer or blade
experience a plus! Pay DOE.
Health, vision, and dental
insurance 100% paid!

Apply in person:

9400 S. Service Rd.,
Coahoma, TX, or call
432-394-4604 for more
information.

Rapid Trucking looking for a
CDL Driver! Must Pass Drug
Screen & have a good
driving record. To Apply Call
George 432-213-7793

The Big Spring Herald
is looking for individuals to
throw newspaper routes in

the Big Spring area.

If you have a reliable
vehicle and valid
automobile insurance

We would like to talk to you!

Fill out an application
at the
Big Spring Herald
710 Scurry St.
No phone calls please.

.
The Big Spring Herald is
currently hiring for a
sports writer.

The full-time position
includes coverage of high
school, local college, and

individual athletics.

The sports writer is
responsible for developing
relationships with coaches,

local athletes, and news
sources.

He/she will be required, at
times, to travel to cover local
teams.

Applicants must have
reliable transportation with
mileage reimbursement and
reside or be willing to
relocate in Howard County.

Send resumes to
Dustin Pope at

editor@bigspringherald.com.

Help Wanted

BIG SPRING
STATE HOSPITAL

Are you ready to be
professionally challenged?
Are you looking to be part of
a dynamic team of engaged
and committed profession-
als? Then the State Hospital
System (SHS) may be just
the place for you! Whether
in a direct-care or support
role, your contribution will
make a difference in the life
of a Texan.

ANNOUNCING
INCREASED SALARIES
LVN’s up to $4072.01 per

month DOE
RN’s up to $5755 per month
DOE
PNA'’s starting at $2312.85
per month

PART TIME POSITIONS
NOW AVAILABLE

For more information on jobs
and salaries:
CALL Paula at
(432) 268-7464 or
Submit a resume to
Jennifer.Patton@hhs.texas.gov
for initial screening; applica-
tion process will be initiated
at a later time.

Starting 8/1
Sign on Bonus for:
Nurse I-1ll (RN) 5,000.00
Licensed Vocational Nurse
(I-111)--3,500.00
PNA 2500.00

or visit us at:

Help Wanted Items for Sale

Big Spring State Hospital
1901 N. Hwy 87 Big Spring,
TX 79720

Contact our Job Center
432-268-7341 or
432-268-7298
Or
Complete an application
online at
https://accesshr.hhsc.state.tx.us

Landscaping Help Needed
Please call 432-213-0031

Nutrien Ag Solutions, Now
Hiring!!! Admin / Clerical
Position for Garden City

Excellent benefits - health
and life insurance, 401K,
competitive salary. Drug
screening required.

Must apply in person at
2404 N. Hwy. 87, Big Spring.

For Sale: Lighted Christmas
Poinsettias, Cactus, Trees,
and more decorations of all
sizes. Call 432-935-5307 or
432-816-2922 or come by
1433 Hilltop Rd.

Real Estate for Rent

1 & 2 Bedroom Houses for

Rent. References Required.
Central Air & Heat.

Call Richard 432-201-0539

1316 Sycamore St.
3 bedroom, 1 bath

1602 6th St.
3 bedroom, 2 bath

Call Jose 209-658-9116
2900 Hunters Glen

4 Bdrm, 3 Bath,
in ground Pool.

$2000 per month,
$2000 deposit.

Call 214-616-8550.

COMMERCIAL PROPERTY
FOR RENT: 1309 Gregg,
Prime location 2,250 sqft
building. Four individual
offices, large lobby/reception
area, bathroom,
kitchen/breakroom,
abundant parking.

Please call or text
432-213-1496.

Broken
Windows in
Business are
Fatal and Often
Go Ignored

Something as small
and innocuous as a
broken window sends
a signal to those who
pass by every day. If
it is left broken, the
owner of the building
isn’t paying attention
or doesn’t care. So-
cial psychologists and
police officers agree
that if one window is
broken, all of the other
windows will soon be
broken too. It sends a
bad message. It shows
there is no order, no
maintenance, and
ultimately that whoev-
er is in charge simply
doesn’t care -- a kind of
anarchy by neglect.

This is a term coined
by the criminal justice
system but does not
just have to do with
crime and criminals; it
can be applied to busi-

nesses as well. Take a
messy bathroom, an in-
different employee, or a
messy condiment area
at a fast-food restau-
rant. Broken windows
indicate to the consum-
er that the business
doesn’t care -- either
that it is so poorly run it
can’t possibly keep up
with its obligations or
that it has become so
oversized and arrogant
that it no longer cares
about its core consum-
er. They are the little
details, but those are
the things a consumer
may notice the most,
and it points to a bigger
message.

The way a consumer
perceives your busi-
ness is a crucial ele-
ment in a business’s
success or failure. If a
consumer has a neg-
ative experience even
one time, it is inviting
disaster. Perception
can change even after
years of positive expe-
rience with a business,
and it can be what
makes a customer nev-

er return back.

Say a person visits
the same coffee shop
every single day. But
one day, they are
standing in line and
notice the paint on the
wall is peeling. This
makes the customer
wonder, what if that
paint is peeling off and
falling onto a surface
where food is being
prepared? The custom-
er then wonders about
the overall cleanliness
of the store itself. That
one seemingly minute
detail can lead the
customer’s entire per-
ception of a business
to change -- even if it
is not the reality and
the business is clean.
It’s better to create a
positive perception of
course, but avoiding
the negative one is
far and away the most
crucial thing one can
do to attract and keep
customers.

And while most cus-
tomers will just leave
the store and never

return, some may turn
to social media if they
had a very bad experi-
ence. Most people do
not want in-person con-
frontation, with “store
managers or telephone
shouting matches

with customer service
representatives.” Social
media serves as a safe
space for people to
recount their experi-
ences with a store and
has more of a chance
of holding the business
accountable.

Kalev Leetaru wrote
in Forbes, “It is re-
markable how many
stories about compa-
nies behaving badly
these days begin with
a wronged custom-
er trying to solve the
situation directly with
the company and only
after the company
refuses to make things
right, airing their griev-
ances on social media,
wherein the story goes
viral and the company
immediately apologizes
and fixes things.” It can
spark a discussion of

other peoples’ similar
recants with that busi-
ness and cause a lot of
damage to the compa-
ny, such as damaging
its stock price or lead-
ing to forced executive
resignations.

Constant vigilance,
an absolute obsession
with detail, is essential
to running a business
today. If you’re not
obsessed with the de-
tails of your business,
believe me, there will
be someone who is
obsessed with theirs,
and they will see to it
that they overrun your
customer rolls and dec-
imate the loyalty you've
built up with your reg-
ular clientele. A broken
window needs to be re-
paired before it breaks
so that the consumer
never sees it in the first
place. A quick cosmetic
touch-up will not do the
job either; it has to be a
whole-hearted, quali-
ty repair, or the paint
will start peeling soon
again.

No window is too

Have Iltems You Want to Sell
Need Help Hiring New Employvees
Want to Rent or Sell Your House
Why wait

Place your Ad TODAY!!!

432-263-7331

classifieds@bigspringherald.com
INn Person 710 Scurry

or Online @www.bigspringherald.com

@r=11

Email:

small to break, nor is
any window too small
to repair. Everything
counts, significantly
more than you might
think, especially on
social media. And
while consumers do
not fully have a role in
a customized produc-
tion design process
yet, they have a large
and growing role in the
survival of a business
thanks to social media.
There is a spotlight on
broken windows now.
Almost everyone can
probably think of an in-
stance where they had
an issue or a complaint
with a business and
they were not listened
to -- but now many of
these issues are being
brought to the public
eye thanks to social
media. Your business,
to put it simply, will not
survive too many bro-
ken windows. And “too
many” is one.

COPYRIGHT 2021
CREATORS.COM
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ELECTRICAL
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FLOORS

WATER CLEANUP
- 24/7 Emergency Service

- Carpet Cleaning
- (432)-264-0133

305844

Amaya

Construction
e Slab Curbs °
* Driveways °
¢ Foundation °
NO JOB TOO BIG
or SMALL

Danny Amaya

432-894-0702

Quality l:gncrete
an
Metal Building

Residential and Commercial
Garage ¢ Shed * Carports,
etc.

NO JOB TOO SMALL
CALL

288366

DIRT

Caliche

<
o~
‘!"'li 'ii‘lizi!!' R
IS
S

CHARLES RAY |

Top Soil, Fill Sand,

432-267-7378

Quality Fence Co. |

Jimmy Marquez-Owner

G631

CROSS ‘ ROADS

Finest In .
EECIRIC, | ™ )
Richard M Wood& M _
N Elecg{g;n’ License #173630 || Chainlink ;
Texas Electrical ;
Contractor ey Free Estimates

Phone: (432) 264-6261 432-267-3349

GENERAL SERVICES LANDSCAPING m

DelLeon's Services

Drain Cleaning, Plumbing, Flooring,
Drywall Sheet Rock Finish, Fencing - Chainlink & Wooden

Free Estimates
Jessee DeLeon 432-816-4470 | email: dickiedeleon@gmail.com

Top Notch Landscapmg

Landscape design « Swimming pools
Ponds = Irrigation = Rockscaping
Landscape lighting « Complete lawn care
Pavers= Brick & stones Patios & walkways

Complete tree service »

Retaining walls

Commercial & Residential

haa =2

'
aw"@
o™

(432) 213-0031

Free Estimates

J&J
HANDYMAN

PECIALIZING IN
GARAGE DOORS

Complete Home
Remodeling

Garage Doors, Etc.

www.jnjhandyman.com g

432-816-0658

Cabinets, Porch, Decks,

265790

Commercial & Residential
Installation & Repair

* Drain Cleaning * Gas Lines * Water Heaters
* Water Leaks * Fixtures

Advance Plumbing
Edward Roach
Master Plumber ¢ M-37359

432-517-0751 Cell 432-606-5029 Ofc
1200 E. 4th St. Big Spring, TX 79720

G&M
Plumbing
Licensed Randal Roach
& Insured Owner

(432) 528-1768
P.O. Box 269

11727

M-42884

Big Spring, TX 79721

PEST CONTROL

- DaN NicHoLAs

LOCALLY OWNED ¢ FAMILY OPERATED
RELIABLE G

“THE RoOFING
Comprany You

IN BUSINESS OVER 30 YEARS

520-7348

“NWE’RE THE ROOFING COMPANY THE
PERMIAN BASIN RELIES ON TO PROTECT
THEIR HOMES AND BUSINESSES. CALL US
TODAY TO FIND OUT WHY!”

Southwestern
A-1 Pest Control

Par 7. Wasze

WWW.swWa ].[Jl: ~COIXl

2008 Birdwell Lane

432.263.0441

/\ Palacios Roofing Home Improvement
} All Types of Roof Work,
L = Home Repairs, Ceramic tile, Painting,
Drywall, Concrete Work, Fences,
Additions, Wood Floors.

You Need it — We Do It...
Since 1996 (Licensed & Bonded)
Free Estimates

ANaro Palacios — Oconer

Call 213-0363 or 263-5430 220351

RELY ON!”

Flores Roofing

Construction
Metal & Carpentry

Commercial & Residential

Shingles & Flat Hot Tar Roofs

All Types of Repairs
All Work Guaranteed
Free Estimates!!
432-267-1110

432-466-1102

LUPE'S TREE
TRIMMING

Specializes in Trimming
and Removal
Bonded and Insured
Herald Reader's Choice 2021

CALL Lupe i g
432-268-6406 1\ Prune Trees, Shrubs, Hedges
432_213_1 451 & Tree Removal

FREE ESTIMATE % ; 432-270-0485

For all your water well needs.

All major credit cards accepted.

Call (432) 393-5231

Family Owned Business
For 60 Years.

285549

MONTHLY

"HERALD

Rich _/qtsto’ty, ﬂtg Plossibilities

SERVICE DIRECTORY AD

BIG SPRING

‘Wanting to get More Customers for your Small Business??
or Wanting to get the word out about the Work
and Services your company offers??

Advertise In our Service Directory!
Extremely Low Prices for EVERYDAY Advertising!!

STARTING at

s $65.60

CONTACT US TODAY!!

Phone: 432-263-7331
Email: classifieds@bigspringherald.com
In Person: 710 Scurry St.

Personal nutrition
services offered:

(Y SIMPLY GOOD
W, 1 NUTRITION LLC
® o Dietitian ¢ Nutritionist
& ‘ﬁO e Diabetes Educator

% 306 W 3rd Street, Big Spring TX
g opring
432-517-4443 (Office)
1-877-540-0101 (Fax)

¢ Diabetes

* Weight loss/gain

¢ Stomach issues

e Sports Nutrition

e Family & child nutrition
e Eating Disorders

¢ Meal planning

No referral needed.

&
®

Covered at 100% by
most insurance plans.
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Steppingstone to success

West dealer.
East-West vulnerable.
NORTH
4652
v(Q87
4854
&7642
WEST
41087
¥43
41063
*J9853
SOUTH
4AQ3
YAT10952
¢AQ7
&A
The bidding;
West ~ North East  South
Pass  Pass  INT Dble
L) Pass  Pass 49
Opening lead — five of clubs.
Lack of sufficient entries can be
very bothersome at times, and
many contracts fail solely because
declarer lacks communication from
one hand to the other. This situa-
tion is particularly annoying when
one or more finesses need to be
taken but declarer can't get to the
correct hand to make the desired
play or plays.
In this deal, for example, if

EAST
AK 194
YK 6
VK192
&K Q10

declarer could lead from dummy at
will, he could take successful
finesses i spades, hearts and dia-
monds and make 11 tricks.

But with no ready-made entry to
dummy, South must play exceed-
ingly well to make even 10 tricks.
He knows from the bidding that
each of the three possible finesses is
sure to succeed, but the best he can
hope to do is to tunnel his way into
dummy to take two of them.

So after taking the ace of clubs,
he leads the jack of hearts at trick
two and overtakes it with the queen.
(Note that South does not play the
ace of hearts first, which would
deprive him of a vital entry to
dummy,)

East wins the heart with the king
and returns a club. Declarer ruffs
high in order to preserve his 5-2 as
entries to dummy’s 8-7.

South next crosses to dummy
with a low trump and takes a spade
finesse that succeeds, then returns
to dummy with another low trump
and takes a diamond finesse that
succeeds. As a result of this meticu-
lous manipulation of his trumps,
South loses only a spade, a heart
and a diamond and so makes four
hearts.

Tomorrow: Once upona time.
©2021 King Features Syndicate Inc.

and he invited my
daughter and her fam-
ily, my ex, and my wife
and me for Thanksgiv-
ing together. This will
be the first time in close
to seven years that

| will see both of my
children together for a
holiday.

My daughter has had
Christmas at her home
every year since my
granddaughter was
born. We are invited,
but my ex is always
there. | think holidays
should be happy occa-
sions, at a minimum, so
maybe we could rotate
years. But that does not
happen. | am dreading
Thanksgiving and being
around her. She puts
in digs at me or, in my
opinion, wants to start
a fight when everyone
else is out of earshot.
| consider her a lying,
cheating, adulterous
witch.

Ex

Dear Avoiding Ex:
The best way to convey
to your adult children
that you would not like
to be around your ex
for the holidays is to tell
them that. But under-
stand that might mean
less time with your kids.

You really have two
choices: Ignore the
chatter and negativity
that is your ex-wife for
the sake of spending
more (quantity) time, or
spend less time -- but
quality time -- with your
kids without your ex
making rude remarks.

Regardless of what
you decide, she is
going to be in your life.
It's best to try to let go
and forgive some of the
anger you have toward
her for her adultery. Not
for her sake, but for
yours.

born. We got back to-
gether 18 months later.

We were together
for seven years on
our second stint, and
we had another child.
We eventually didn't
work out when my job
took me away and she
refused to leave her
mother.

Now | am treated
like a criminal. | don't
get to see them and
am only allowed to talk
to the youngest one,
and that's only once
a week. The mother
refuses to work with
me on a fair schedule,
and the courts are so
backed up it may be
another six months
before | can get a court
date.

The mother isn't a
good person, and | fear
for the way my kids are
being raised and what

not good, so you can
understand why she

is keeping you away.
But if you have really
changed, why not write
her a letter explaining
what was going on in
your life? Send her
flowers; send the kids
gifts. You might even
try to have a calm,
quiet conversation with
her mother as well. Try
courting them a little,
rather than waiting for
your day in court. If you
are successful, you
won't need it.

"Ask Me Anything: A Year of
Advice From Dear Annie" is out
now! Annie Lane's debut book
-- featuring favorite columns
on love, friendship, family and
etiquette -- is available as a pa-
perback and e-book. Visit http://
www.creatorspublishing.com for
more information.

Send your questions for
Annie Lane to
dearannie @creators.com.
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Today in History

Today is Tuesday, Dec. 7, the
341st day of 2021. There are 24
days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History:

On Dec. 7, 1941, the Empire
of Japan launched an air raid
on the U.S. Navy base at Pearl
Harbor in Hawaii as well as
targets in Malaya, Hong Kong,
Guam, the Philippines and
Wake Island; the United States
declared war against Japan the
next day.

On this date:

In 1787, Delaware became
the first state to ratify the U.S.
Constitution.

In 1909, chemist Leo H.
Baekeland received a U.S. pat-
ent for Bakelite (BAY-kuh-lyt),
the first synthetic plastic.

In 1917, during World War I,
the United States declared war
on Austria-Hungary.

In 1946, fire broke out at the
Winecoff (WYN’-kahf) Hotel
in Atlanta; the blaze killed 119
people, including hotel founder
W. Frank Winecoff.

In 1972, America’s last moon
mission to date was launched
as Apollo 17 blasted off from
Cape Canaveral.

In 1982, convicted murderer
Charlie Brooks Jr. became the
first U.S. prisoner to be execut-
ed by injection, at a prison in
Huntsville, Texas.

In 1987, 43 people were
killed after a gunman aboard
a Pacific Southwest Airlines
jetliner in California appar-
ently opened fire on a fellow

assenger, the pilots and

imself, causing the plane to
crash. Soviet leader Mikhail
S. Gorbachev set foot on
American soil for the first time,
arriving for a Washington
summit with President Ronald
Reagan.

In 1988, a major earthquake
in the Soviet Union devastated
northern Armenia; official
estimates put the death toll at
25-thousand.

In 2001, Taliban forces aban-
doned their last bastion in
Afghanistan, fleeing the south-
ern city of Kandahar.

In 2004, Hamid Karzai
(HAH’-mihd KAHR’-zeye) was
sworn in as Afghanistan’s first
popularly elected president.

In 2017, Democratic Sen. Al
Franken said he would resign
after a series of sexual harass-
ment allegations; he took
a parting shot at President
Donald Trump, describing him
as “a man who has bragfged on
ta}{e about his history of sex-
ual assault.” Republican Rep.
Trent Franks of Arizona sai
he would resign, after reveal-
ing that he discussed surrogacy
with two female staffers.

In 2018, the man who drove
his car into counterprotest-
ers at a 2017 white nationalist
rally in Virginia was convicted
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CHICKENS, WHERE
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I'M GOING TO
VIDEO CALL MY
MUM, ANDY.
ISN'T THIS NEW
TECHNOLOGY
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Cosmic Call to the
Stand

Camouflage is a survival
instinct to use sparingly.
When there’s real danger,
when the leaders have
fragile egos or when you’re
new to the rules, it makes
sense. But no one needs
to blend in all of the time.
Today’s squares involving
Mercury, Neptune, Mars and
Jupiter call for standing up,
asserting yourself and being
known and seen.

ARIES (March 21-April
19). Initiate small talk. It will
be interesting what you learn
about people in a short con-
versation. It will be enough
information to guide your
social life, plus fun bonus
facts.

TAURUS (April 20-May
20). Return to an activity
that once gave you a feeling
of accomplishment. You'll
succeed yet again -- a con-
fidence boost that translates
into other parts of your life.

GEMINI (May 21-June
21). Someone thinks of you
often and in a glowing light
on a high pedestal. Don’t
worry about why you’re up
there; just make the most
of it. From this heightened
position, you can have a
powerful positive influence.

CANCER (June 22-July
22). You imagine people
to have certain qualities
because it's what you want.
Maybe they will possess
the quality because of your
expectation. If they don't,
chalk it up to a simple case
of mistaken identity.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22).

To give something a name
is to claim it. Try this with
your feelings; it will help you
process them. You'll create
a bridge between emotion
and thought, closing a gap
that kept you from moving
forward.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
You're creating habits that
align with the life you want,
which is slightly different
from the life you have in key
ways. Since unconscious
habits create reality, your
work is repeating these
habits until they’re ingrained
in you and automatic.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23).
Cosmic nudges won't tell
you where to go -- they’ll
happen when you’re already
headed that way, mid-pur-
suit, when you have some
momentum, though not all
you need.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nowv.
21). Areorganization of your
social sector is taking place,
somewhat orchestrated by
you purposefully, though
you’re also reacting to fac-
tors you had no control over.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21). You may complete
your tasks rather roboti-
cally today, though you’re no
robot. Robots don’t fantasize
as you do. While you go
through the motions of the
job, your head will be some-
where else entirely.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19). Be relaxed. Be
you. This is something you
don’t have to work at or
comnete for It miaht feel like

someone else is trying to be
you, and if that is the case,
there’s nothing to worry
about. You're the best at
being you.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb.
18). To create the mental
space to do what you have
to do, you need the physical
space to be conducive to the
work. You also need things
to fit into your schedule.
Handle the logistics, and
your mindset will follow.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20). Somebody’s going to
win the game of chance.
Most won't... Still, there
will be a winner, and the
hope that it could be you
will lift you, as well as give
an excited kind of hope to
someone else.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(Dec. 7). You take quick,
decisive action and win. The
thrill of victory is addictive,
and you’ll keep making
strong decisions to feed the
streak. It's made sweeter by
what it does for your team.
In early 2022, a matter that’s
dragged on for years will be
settled, giving you energy to
apply to travel, projects and
social excitement. Pisces
and Aries adore you. Your
lucky numbers are: 2, 10, 1,
18 and 42.

COSMIC QUESTION: “My
birthday is July 6, 1969. For
the last couple of years, |
have been trying to figure
out what | want to do with
my life. | feel there is a
purpose | need to fulfill but |
haven't found out what it is
yet. Being a wife and mother
is very rewarding but there is
something missing.”

In astrology, life purpose
is tied to the north node of
your chart, which symbol-
izes your cutting edge for
growth. When you’re moving
in that direction, it feels risky,
yet the quest brings you
purpose and meaning. With
your north node in Virgo,
your destiny is serving oth-
ers. You can do this by offer-
ing a skill to the world. You
have many, though you may
hardly even think of them
as they are such a part of
your daily routine. But think
of how you might apply what
you’ve learned in mother-
hood, from child rearing to
feeding a family to keeping a
certain young part of yourself
alive in a sacred place sepa-
rate from the many duties
and responsibilities you've
accepted in life. With Saturn
close to your north node, the
way you’ll make a difference
will have something to do
with distilling the experiential
knowledge you've acquired
into a form you can pass on
to others.

CELEBRITY PROFILES:
The Apple TV+ series “Little
Voice” is named after a song
that came to Sara Bareilles
in a dream. The Grammy
winner proclaimed, “l am
here to listen to this little
voice,” and the song got
shelved by executives only
to blossom into a fuller proj-
ect 15 years later. Bareilles
was born when the moon
was in Leo, the sign of enter-
tainment. Natal Mars, Jupiter
and Saturn in Virgo indicate
a hard worker who strives for

perfection.

Write Holiday Mathis at
HolidayMathis.com.
COPYRIGHT 2021
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_ NOT NOW by Billie Truitt
Newsday Crossword Edited by Stanlyey Newman

www.stanxwords.com

ACROSS
1 Practice boxing
5 __ mater
(school you
went to)
9 Sofa
14 Adjust, as a
radio
15 No longer worth
debating
16 Cider fruit
17 CPR pros
18 Milky gem
19 Pave again, as
a driveway
“Not now”
Daylight source
“Steady as ___
goes”
Healthful resort
Line on a list
Destroys
gradually
Purple flower
Stand up
Add to the
payroll
“Not now”
Place for an
indoor swim
Rebounding
sound
Vitality
City
thoroughfare
Mix, as a salad
Surgical venues:
Abbr.

20
23
24

25
28
31

36
38
40

41
44

45

46
47

49
51

of first-degree murder; a state
jury rejected defense argu-
ments that James Alex Fields
Jr. acted in self-defense.

Ten years ago: Rod
Blagojevich (blah-GOY’-uh-
vich), the ousted Illinois

overnor whose three-year

attle against criminal charges
became a national spectacle,
was sentenced to 14 years
in prison. (A pardon from
President Donald Trump freed
Blagojevich from prison in
2020, after he had served eight
years.) Veteran character actor
Harry Morgan, 96, died in
California.

Five years ago: President-
elect Donald Trump selected
retired Marine Gen. John Kelly
to head the Department of
Homeland Security, Oklahoma
Attorney General Scott Pruitt
to lead the Environmental
Protection Agency, the for-
mer chief executive of World
Wrestling Entertainment,
Linda McMahon, to run the
Small Business Administration
and Iowa Gov. Terry Branstad
to be the new U.S. ambassa-

dor to China. Time magazine
named Trump its Person of the
Year.

One year ago: Retired Air
Force Brig. Gen. Charles
“Chuck” Yeager, the World
War II fighter pilot ace and
quintessential test pilot who in
1947 became the first person
to tly faster than sound, died
at 97. A federal f'udge blocked
President Donald Trump’s
attempts to ban TikTok, the
latest legal defeat for the
administration as it tried to
wrest the popular app from its
Chinese owners. U.S. service-
men and women and National
Park Service officials gathered
at Pearl Harbor in Hawaii
to remember those killed in
the 1941 Japanese attack, but
elderly survivors stayed home
to gay their respects from afar
and avoid health risks from the
coronavirus pandemic.

Today’s Birthdays: Linguist
and political philosopher Noam
Chomsky is 93. Bluegrass sing-
er Bobby Osborne is 90. Actor
Ellen Burstyn is 89. Broadcast
journalist Carole Simpson is

ARCHIE
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81. Baseball Hall of Famer
Johnny Bench is 74. Actor-
director-producer James Keacl
is 74. Country singer Gary
Morris is 73. Singer-songwriter
Tom Waits is 72. Sen. Susan
M. Collins, R-Maine, is 69.
Basketball Hall of Famer Larry
Bird is 65. Actor Priscilla
Barnes is 64. Former “Tonight
Show” announcer Edd (cq)
Hall is 63. Rock musician

Tim Butler (The Psychedelic
Furs) is 63. Actor Patrick
Fabian is 57. Actor Jeffrey
Wright is 56. Actor C. Thomas
Howell is 55. Actor Kimberly
Hebert Gregory (TV: “Kevin
(Probably) Saves the World”)
is 49. Producer-director Jason
Winer is 49. Former NFL
player Terrell Owens is 48.
Rapper-producer Kon Artis is
47. Pop singer Nicole Appleton
(All Saints) is 46. Latin singer
Frankie J is 45. Country
singer Sunny Sweeney is 45.
Actor Chris Chalk is 44. Actor
Shiri Appleby is 43. Pop-rock
singerféelebrity judge Sara
Bareilles (bah-REHL -es) is
42. Actor Jennifer Carpenter
is 42. Actor Jack Huston is 39.
Singer Aaron Carter is 34.

WITH AN IRREGULAR
COMBO SPIN,FOLLOWED BY
A FACE-FRONT SPRAWL /

Visit: www.archiecomics.com

NAME FOR IT/ 3

ARCH THINKS WIPING OUT POESN'T
SEEM SO BAD IF HE HAS A FANCY

ONE BIG HAPPY

MOM, | READ THE
MOST AWFULLEST
STORY TODAY.

12-7

THIS GIRL WAS
DUSTING HER HOUSE,
AND SHE DISTURBED HER INTO AN OLD

5
i

2

THE BARN

WHAT'S THE

SO THEY PUT A CURSE
ON HER AND TURNED
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| WEARIT TO
REMIND MYSELF
HOW DUMB A
SHEEP LOOKS

WEARING A

WRISTBAND.
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67 Roads that
often cross a

47 Across: Abbr.

| DON'T HAVE A REASON, BUT | FIND

COMPAS-
SIONATE!

8 Map book
9 Life’s work
10 Oil cartel

68 Non-clergy group 11 No greater than

39 “Scat!”

42 Knot again

43 Family-room
appliance

69 Small bites 12 Big family 48 Opinion pieces
70 Bring in a 13 Cattle group 50 Thinly scattered
harvest 21 Fruity breakfast 53 Sort of steak

71 Paradises drink 55 Small crown
72 Ultimatum ender 22 Piece of paper 56 Not at all vivid
73 ___ and crafts 25 Sales receipts 57 Batch of
26 Cockpit boss laundry
DOWN 27 __ nothing 58 Cleveland’s
1 One-pot dinner (betting option) lake
2 Mountain lion 29 Viking explorer 59 Envelope’s
3 Prefix for freeze __ the Red routing abbr.
4 Takes a 30 Could possibly 60 Wicked
breather 32 Offhanded 61 Energizes, with
5 Dollar total greeting “up”
6 Cuts off, as 33 San__, CA 62 At any time
branches 34 Mistake 63 Tidy
7 Watery castle 35 Fortune-tellers 64 Cough syrup
defense 37 Well qualified amts.
1 ]2 [8 |4 6 |7 |8 9 [10 [11 [12 [13
14 16
17 19
20 22

52 Take a chair
54 Hamster or
canary 56
56 No_t now 65 66 57
65 Major blood
vessel 68 69 70
66 Turn___ a new =3 =5 =3
leaf
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Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid,
broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve
a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill
3 9 | 4 | each row, coltllmn and box.h ach nu:nber
can appear only once in each row, column
and b%‘;(. You ¥:an figure out the order in CRO y SWORD
6 712141918 which the numbers will appear by using Today s Answers
the numeric clues already provided in the
4 6 1 2 boxes. The more numbers you name, the sLuvE3 s Sls NI a3
easier it gets to solve the puzzle! avaulsia 1 INBAIL 1V
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Level: Beginner




10 SANTA BusiNEss CONTEST Tuesday, B Srane Hent

danta Businegss Contest
M&aﬁ@ﬁz Tﬁzc sat]la To B Workshop!
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Business

Double L BBQ

Kassie Abrego Realtor

Big Spring Fire Extinguisher

Hull’s Meat Market

Franklin & Son

Big Spring Herald

NAME:

ADDRESS

CITY:

PHONE:

This entry form must be received by
Tuesday, December 14th at 5 p.m. Drop off your form at the Big Spring Herald at 710 Scurry St.
The winner will be the one who correctly matches the most Santas to his business/workshop.
Gift certificates will be given away to use at the participating businesses. Winners will be
announced in the Sunday, December 19th Edition of the Big Spring Herald!

All decisions are final at the discretion of the Big Spring Herald

Don’t Miss Your Chance To Win Multiple Gift Cards!

letusworry™.
about ChriStmasy;t
Dinnerthisyear!
We Cater! |

‘Me Yy

Christmas!

Big Spring

Fire Extinguisher
1303 SCURRY

Kassie Abrego %
Realtor Associate '

o Main: (432) 687-6500
§ Cell: (432) 816-2092 _
Fax: (432) 287-2828 |

400 E 20th St. Big Spring
(432) 816-9381

Catering - Events

Fire Extinguisher § Sales § Service ,
Like us on Facebook! @DoubleLBBQ

Inspections é Co2 Services

Franklin & Son Inc. 3
“Family Owned Since 1961”

Services We Offer:

« Preventative Maintenance

Hull's Meat Company is proud to be a part of the community.
Once you try our delicious meats and deli selections you will
be hooked on Hull’s. We produce the finest beef, pork, chicken

py * Brake Repair and deli meats available in Big Spring Texas.
« Lube, Oil & Filter Change Our Cookout packs will ha.ve you_fi}'ing up the barbeque for
mouth-watering delicious meals.
o Belts & Hoses -

b g OJZ « Cooling System Repair
[ % And Much More
To Serve You!
408 Runnels St. (432) 267-6337

Our specials keep our customers
coming back for more, because we offer
delectable meats that you can afford!

Follow us on
Facebook to
keep up with our
monthly specials.

(432) 263-7331
710 Scurry St.



