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THE PREPARATION AND DELIVER)
OF THE SERMON.

The 1deal sermon is the most sublime and
mmpressive discourse of which the human
mind is capabie. It is the emboliment of
the Divine will and thought concerning
uuman life and destiny. It deals with the
sanetity of conscience and duty. It brings
under finite review the facts of God and
lllllllul’laliil.\. the problems of Gme and
eternity, and the realities of heaven and of
Gell. It defines man’s relation to  thes
great questions and defines the corresponding
obligations growing out of such relation. It
comprises doctiine, precept, admonition, com-
iort, and editication.
rect interpretation of the Word of God, as
contained in ihe Seripiures, and its aim is
the salvaticn of the world. In itz architectur?
it is a science, and in construction a perfect
piece of finished mechanism. In its nature

ts motive 1s the cor-

it is the legitinate outcome ol close personal
introspection, of reading, of experience, of
observation, and of systematic thinking. In
tact, such a sermon is the outward expres-
sion of the preacher’s inner life and mental
habit. Ihis experience of mind and heart,
kis method of iookingz at the world, and his
relation to men and to issues find disclosure
in the ideal sermon. To preduce a discourse
»f this charscier is the most magnificent
lriumph of intellect and spirit. It gathers
into its structure the loftiest achievements ol
mind and soul; it calls into its subject matter
the gleanings of the widest fields of liter-
sture, history, and science; and it brings
into the style of its composition the simplest
and most attractive embellishments of art.
To prepare and bring forth this sort of dis
course is mo small endeavor. On the con-
trary, it levics a tax upon the entire stock
of the preacher’s mental and  spiritual
resources. ¢ leaves nothing in  reserve.
Therefore, the preparation of a sermon is
a herculean enterprise. lIle who looks at
the subject in any other light is a very foolish
end incompetent sort of preacher. lHe has
no rightful piace in thhe pulpit of to-day.
Just here we need an  acute  conscience.
When the preacher enters his pulpit, he
stands between God and men. God is to
speak through him, and men are there to hear
what the will of God is concerning them.
He is to be the incarnation of well-digested
truth, and his words are to be the power of
God unto the salvation of everv one that
Lelieveth. Ile is not to appear as the result
of a little haphazard thought and reading.
but he is there after mature and painstaking
preparation, te meet the obligations of the
hour. His utterances are not to be tentative
statements, bul dogmatic deliverances of
truth. He is to speak the mind of God. A
sermon then is not the product of the mo-
went of an hour, but the matured outgrowth
of days, and sometimes of weeks, of deepest
thought and most diligent rescarch and in-
vestigation. The preacher, then, needs to
absolve himsel! from the dissipations of
sacial life long enough to give his uninter-
rupted time to the closest preparation of his
sermon  Afte: he selects his text, he needs
to study it in all of its bearings in such a
way as to have a correct knowledge of the
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mind cf the Spirit contained therein; and
then have before him a very clear definition
of all of its terms, and of its inner meany.
The next question to be settled is the outline
of the sermon and the object to be accom-
plished in its delivery. Does he want to
instruet, admonish, comfort, inspire, and
edify the children of God? Or does he want
15 convict and bring to a knowledge of the
truth, the impenitent and the unsaved?
This must be definitely determined in Lis
own mind as to the objeet of his scrmon, or
the preparation will be aimless and for the
most part useiess. When this is determined,
then the work of construction begins in dead
carnest. e hunts up all the proof texts,
and selects therefrom such as directly stand
related to the subjeet in hand; and through
them he turns the focalized light and pewer
of the word of God upon the truth to be
developed and brought into shape and beauty.
As a rule, one text of Scripture is the key
that will unlock a kindred text and bring
cut its meaning into the clear light of simple
apprehension.  Having brought the help of
other texts 1nto requisition, then he wants
to draw upon lus experience, his observation,
end his reading. And from these ficlds of
wealth he wants to gather the choicest
thoughts and illustrations, and give to them
their proper place in the sermon. Just here
he needs to be very disereet and judicious.
No skillful con mander upon the fieid of
battle needs to exercise greater care in the
arrangement of his forces on the eve of con-
flict than does the preacher in the wise distri-
tution of his thoughts and arguments and
Jlustrations 12 the sermon to be delivered
to his congrezation. He must kecp an eye
constantly to the fitness of things, to the
climax of force, and to the unity of purpoee
wnd design.  Everything must be kept in
exact line, from the initial thought to the
conclusion, and the whole force must con-
tinue to grow in the volume of its majesty
until, when tle end is reached, there is the
culmination of a strength and potency per-
fectly irresistivle in the march of its influence
»nd convietion. Moral and spiritual execution
1= the result, and the slain of the Lord is
manifold.

But this sort of work requires great men-
tal fullness. The preacher who undertakes
it must have an accurate knowledge of his
own powers, and place them under his com-
vlete mastery ; he must be thoroughly conver-
sant with the needs of men as they stand
related to the great issues of life, and his
understanding of the word of God, good
books, and current literature must be well-
uigh omniscient. In this mental and spirit-
ual condition of things is found the genesis
of an ideal sermon. It is not made out of
any other sort of materials, and it does not
grow out of cny other character of soil. It
comes out of the tragedy of the soul, in the
death grip of intellectual conflict. It repre-
sents the solitude of the night watches, the
unseen agony of heart struggle. the dissolu-
tion of brain tissve, and the consumption of
nerve energy. All through it is seen the pale
cast of thought, and upon it is the stamp of
original discovery and invention. It has the
imprimateur of high intellectual copy-

right. With such a possibility approximately
mn reach of the man of God, how can hLe do
otherwise thsn invest all the available re-
sources of body, mind, and soul in his eflfort
to produce a sermon worthy of the pulpit
snd of the cause of Jesus Christ.  God re-
quires it, and the salvation of men demands
it. Think, then, of a preacher going into his
pulpit with a slip-shod, poorly-digested mass
of dull platitudes to deliver to nmmortal
souls who have come to the sanctuary to get
the bread of life? They beg for a fish, and
he gives them a serpent; they are hungry for
an egg, and he gives them a stone. Shame
upon such a travesty on a sermon! And yet
many of us are guilty right here before God
and men. An indifferent and sparsely pre-
pared sermon is not only inexcusable upon
the part of ihe preacher, but it is actually
burtful to the people who depend upon it for
spiritual nuriure. It comes out of a barren
Lieart and mina and it leaves no abiding im-
pression for ;ood upon the congregation.
Nothing is more qualified to bring the pulpit
into contempt than that sort of preaching.
If there ever was a day for mental laziness
and nonsense in the pulpit, that day has most
assuredly gone by.  People are becoming
intelligent, and they are capable of under-
standing and appreciating a good sermon. 1t
i a mistake to think otherwise. Thercfore
to go into the pulpit without previously hav-
ing made a painstaking preparation is a
sin and a shame. No self-respecting
preacher can uiford to form such a sloven
habit of sermenizing as this. It makes no
sort of differsice as to his attainements, or
his tluency of speech. or his personal mag-
netism: these cannot take the place of wide
reading and cousecutive thinking. He must
cultivate a passion for hard, mental work.
Flippaney is a curse to the pulpit, and mere
gab is not worth the breath that it requires
to articulate i. It is the essence of truth,
expressed in good, clean English that makes
the pulpit a power in the community. Slang
and buffooneiy are pitiable in the man o!
God, called to preach the gospel of purity.
Christ is the true model of the preacher of

" nighteousness. When he spoke, the peopl:

heard him gladiy. Since he lived and taught,
the truth has hiad a new fascination for men.
We ought te learn of him. But to make
sermon effectual in the accomplishment of
results, there 15 another element to be taken
into consideration. We have intimated it in
what has gon= before, but we want to bring
it out and devclop it a little more at length

The preacher who prepares the sermon must
have a good heart and a pure mind. Thi-
makes it necessary for him to keep his soul
in direct communion with God—the source
of all spiritual power. This makes it incum-
bent upon him to be more than a simply
moral man, standing well in the esteem of
public eentiment. He must be a vital par-
taker of the aivine nature, and thereby have
living kinship with God. He must know
the will of GoZ through the indwelling pres-
ence of the Holy Ghost. Through this sort
of knowledge he keeps his heart aflame with
divine fervor, and his words sparkle with the
fouch of a live coal from off the altar. He
‘eels in his own heart the full import of the
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Therefore, we conclude that if the mi
and heart of the preacher are filled with 1
power of God, and if he has the mental habit
thoroughly developed, so that he can think
consecutively, 1ead and digest intellizently
end arrange his materials homiletically. then
the preparation and delivery of his sermon
will be the wrocess and result of a master
workman. Ile may sow in tears. but he will

return rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with
him.
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might support 1 farts Vemory Is
an inspiration to spiriinal  eourage
We may hav 060 ! forward with
fear. we turn onr s bacrkward in
perfeet contidione \nd when hope
has nd s i tien--when  faith
has < pooint it when
Pron on vindicated by the
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quadrennium with steadier step and

firmer trust and hizher eanragze

The lust fouY ye hiive 1 hap-
pily iree from any isturbinz or ex
ciling questions of eonnectional ad

ministration. No great issue his oe-
easioned heatod diseussion or sharp
division or faeional separation. We
have had peace in all our Zion. Unity
and harmony hiave prevailed through-
out the entire eonnection. And we
have possibly never known a period
of more harmonions co-operation or
ceaseless activity or agoressive en-
terprise.

The statistical returns are altogeth-
er enconraging. The iner ase of mem
bers during the past four years was
109,427, as against ouly 350585 during
the precoding quadrennum. We have
now 1,614,648 members, 1059785 Sun-
day-school scholars, and 120,487 Ep-
woirth League members. The receipts
of our Board for Forcign Missions for
this quadrennium were $1,659, 941, an
inervase over the four pieceding years
of $645.673. The collections for Church
Extension were 300264000, an  in-
erease of $112535.485 over the gnad-
rennium ending in 192, During the
past year the Woman's Foreign Mis-
sionary Society reeeived $155.909 and
the Woman's Home Mission Socfety
101 725 I tiese amounts be added
to the receipts by the General and
Annual Conference Boards, we have a

b

s total for home and foreign mis-
sions during the year now closing ol
V00,779,

Decreasing Supply of Ministers.

But while deeply grateful for so
many tokens ol divine favor, and
chveered by the gracious results o o
really great quadicnnium, soudw Uungs
Sive us grave councern, and call wr ua
portunate prayer. First of all, we la
ment, with auxious fear, our decrvas-
ing supply of munisters. All the evan-
gehical Churches aie leciing a meas-
are ol alarm. Now uelds are opculng
ad Bew deliands for miuisterial ser-
viee are muliplying, but the laborers
are lew, and comparatively decreasing.
All the Annual Coulcrences aie
need ol more and betier gqualitied wen.
Un every devout lip is (he ewinest
Question, “What is the matter?’ Has
tue Cuurch so dishonored hersell as
e bride ol Carist that sae bus .ost
power w bear and Galn propucts tor
e Lodd? AU WS QUesLION CUlues
Bol avie Lom cousdtulonal propacis
Ol wou. It s the burden of siacere
souls, oyul o Curist and the ¢ nuaich,
ald wuho aie, by nature and grace,
ardent and vnliguicucd optingsis.,

Varwoes  Uiwolivs bave puen Slig

sled M eder W accoun ur tuus
Wtde ol Fesponse W e lard o0 e
haivest. Doubtless the answor is, a

Chue In e spiritual  wone of ou
bdbaly e L s mucn o be eaed
Lhal o subtle, aluving, materiaisti
Pl IS @lecung our nowes and al
CCRUING Lhe LRougals ol our solls roin
S shuple lue and the blessed pri
HUsE Ol preacuing the guorious guspel.
Lhe weager supeunds ol preacuvrs,
Wiide odier  prolessions oder secn
Wlge rewaids, lliuldate the  laiin
Gl solue Wuo ay have beard the eall
ol uuly,

Qi appeal w the ministry is tha.
WO luitee up for any Jack ol laborers by
Caliuurdinary duligence and singulas
COlcCianon W our wigh culung., Tae

Hy.Cuolh wevpens willh us that a re
vived  mdmisuy s the need of the
Lt s, & sy rejowcing o a cun
Cous salvalion, walking aud taikiog

oA vVieg Lhnst, whose glowing
Hd SFOWing expeiivnces accord witu

blosseu duetrines ol  revelation.
We lust kpow God i we would wake
God hhown., Let us preach a kuown
Gid @ lelt Christ,.  Any wan may well
tear that he has lost tee call to preach
i be has lost the power to couveri,

b nany churches of the Ease tuere
s in Lhe pulpit a erucilix, in fuli view
i e vinclaung priest, and the hg-

ol & dove wilh vutstiviched wings

o the Calopy Jusi avove bis head.
Lue tdea was, hat every  minisier
WUO sieod up as a eacher ol nght-
cousness should have the erucitied
Lord belore his eyes, and the Howy
Spirit hovering over huan o nspire
Lis words and kindle his ardor.
Wha! luey have in uanage may we
Jave in lacet, the uplilted cruss tor the
cxpiation ot all sin and the inlorming
and amdwelling Spinit to inflame our
desires!

Local Preachers.

We also call o your serious atten-

vdon the ominous and rapid decine in
e number ol local preachers. What-
Cler e cause or causes, this once
poicntial ally of the pastorate is de-
creasing every day. In the earny days
ol American Metnodism local preach-
«rs were the “right arm” of the itiner-
ahic mamstry, and without doubt made
‘e warvelous triumphs of the Churca
@ glorlous pussibilty. It may be
hat the policy of subdlividing circuiis
abd mnduplylng tatious, each under
e care of a pastor. is largely res
ponsibie for this decline.

Fen years ago our General Minutes
reported 6,724 local preachers; wday
we have only 47015, a decrease ol
2o, Whether the oftice and work
ol e Jucal preacher Is ever to be
vstored W former efficiency may be
4 matter of grave doubt. I not, we
wrtaiuly snould eonsider how to de
0P a sysiem ol lay agency.

We flind also in many paris of the
connection, a desire with which we
sympathize w restore to the Quarterly
Conterence the authority to liccuse
preachers  The matter is respectfully
relerred 1o your patient counsideration.

Certair Problems of Southern Meth
odism.

Certain grave problems that have
been prominent, and more or less per
ilous, in other sections of our coun
try, have only recently become acute
in the South. The problems of th-
city, of rapidly increasing wealth, ol
the employer and the employed, of
{actory districts, of congested foreign
populatious, and of the forsaken rura
sections have been transferred to these
parallels. We have been a rural and
a pastoral people. But now condi-

tions are rapidly changing. Foreigners
irom Southern Ewiope are coming by
the thousand, factories are multiply-
mg, vidage and country Beigaoor
houds are broaking up, and people
are drulng wle town and city., A
wise, coustiuctive stalesmanship sug-
gusis thal we uow prepare tor the o
evitabie W morrow.

The auzing industrial development
of the Stales whcvie our Church
strongest and our responsibiily great-
est brings betoic us new and urgeat
ssles.  Lue whoie of our vast terre
ory in tue Souts 1s icching e turnl
and puise-beat of great nausirial ac-
tivities. A hew  conducrcial era
gladdens and cightens the ong
prosirate lap.. bBut lew Larps now
Rang wpch lue willows., Every owue
8 ringing out the notes of marvelous
progress. Faciories ol various kinds
are being bullt; rallway lues, at the
cost of many wmillions, are stretching
Out in every direcuion; lands, long un
vecupied and bringing no revenue to
the State, are being purchased by the
wunldred thousand acies. Crops have
been duversified and industries mult-
vlied t¢ the enrichment of every sec-
uon. Of our Souiaern country it ma)
now be said: “Uheir land also is fu.
of silve: and gold, seituer is theie any
end of their treasures.” Hopelul s
e spirit of ous people and wouder
tully vright the future of this section.
Toe star of a new industrialism has
turned Southward and lingers in the
skies that bend over the lower Missi«
sippl Valley. Within the near tutn
Lthere is sure to be a shifting of th
centers of trade and manufacture. T,
ccmpletion o the lstinan canal whi
oring the Ovient close to our very
doors. Down tae Miss.s«<ippl and over
the Guif the products of the greal
Northwest will float at less cost
Gver the ste p graics of the Alleghan-
ies to the Atlantie or the Rockles t.
the Pacific.

The South to-day has a population of
SO 000N, as aguinst S3.800,000 for the
rest of the country in 1580, The
South kas more money invested in cot
ton mills than a!l the rest of the coun
try in 1880. The consumption in
own mills is S ovn Lales greater thap
that of all the rest of the mills in the
United States twenty five years ago
!ts production of bituminous coal i«
vlmost twice as great—70,000.000 tons
as agamst S5.000 000 its  petroleam
output, 42495000, azainst 26,107 000
It is freely prodicted, and wich rea
son, that this seetion, with its abun
dant stores of ore and coal and lme
stone In such close proximity, bids
fair, in the next quarter of a centur
to dominate the basie steel Indusiry
of the world., The total value of its
farm products is 3200000006 greater
than in all the rest of the country in
1SS0, New Orleans now ranks second
only to New York among American ex-
porting ports, and Galveston is third
Gulfport, Miss., leads all domestic
ports in its shipment of lumber, Pen-
sacola in sawed timber, and Mobile
in cross-ties.

Now, in the midst of these activities
the Church must be active. A new
and larger programme of missions
must be provided. Every toller must
Lte in the field, every sentine! at his
post, every watchman on the wall
This amazing industrialism has devel
oped a materialistie spirit hitherto un-
Inown among us that menaces the
very kingdom of Christ. Materia!
prosperity may be the peril of the
Church. The fiber of her strength,
tcughened through years of adversity,
may be weakened by wealth. The pa
triarch’s pillow was a stone, but he
had visions of angels and the glory
that should follow. Wea'th, lnxury.
«ase may enfeeble energy and dull the
spirit of a divine compassion. “The
tmoothness of conventional routine”
deadens the soul. Thus affected, the
Church is in danger of becoming the
jriest and the Levite that pass by of
the other side.

Along with these rapidly accumulat-
iLg fortunes there must be developad
a loftier appreciation of the steward
rhip of wealth. Bitter prejudice, bo.n
of poverty, can be removed only by
the redemptive agency of the gospel
wnd the slow processes of education
on the one hand and the beneficient
use of wealth on the other. If the
vast ‘riumphs of commercial genius
are converted into means for the bet
terment and not the oppression of the
poor, nostility will cease, and the spir
t of protheraood prevail. The cour
ageous application of the fundamen
tal laws of righteousness and love to
every great soclal and industrial
problem: is the chief duty of the
Church.

Another factor has entered into the
eign immigration. During the yea~

1905 che immigration records snow
that 1,026,499 immigrants landed on

stitutes a

menace to our greatest ia the history of the mis

Christlan eivilization. Until very re- sionary operations of our Church.

contly the South bas been but slight
Iy affected by foreign Immigration.
The vast thousands coming annually
from Southern Europe have been dis
tributed over the North and West
Now, Lowever, the tide has turned
Southward, with Galveston and New
Urleans as popular ports of  ealry
The Itallan Ambassador at Washing
ton bag indorsed an organizea move-
ment to turn  luadan g ation
Southward, as agricultural and other
laborers; and certain legislation s
jending in Congress looking to the
distribution of immigrant popuin-
tions over the entire South. Neas
Tampa, Fla, there is a “Little Italy”
with 6,400 inbabitants. Already In
some of our States there are large for-
ecign communities, as yet ignorant of
our language and unacquainted with
our national genjus. To meet these
coming thousands with the educative
ond redemptive agencies of the gospel
is the urgent duty of the Christian
Churches of these Southern States.
When the Lord saw the multitudes
who were as sheep without a shep
herd, it is sald that “he was mooved
with compassion.” That same com
passionate love for neglected peoples
and v Christless multitudes must
stir the energies of the Church to-day.

And with these come the enotmous
problem of the eity. We can scarcely
appreciate the tremendous signilicancs
of the city in modern life. There is
an old saying: “What Lancashire
thinks to-day, England will do tomor-
ow.”  With an undreamed-of empha
tis It may be said: “What the city
wetermines today, the country will de
tomorrow.”  After all that may be
sald about the moral value of country
life and the virtues of the
sural gentleman, the real rulers
ot the nation are the men of the city
They comtrol net only the prices of
the stock market, but establish the
¢thiea standards of the nation and de
termine its political destiny. A dis
cominating and phllosophijeal student
1 conditions obialning m b4 coun
try has saud: "M America does not
remake its cities, they will remake
America.,” That Is not the statement
Gf an alarmist or the evil prophecy o/
ah% encemy but the timely warning o
o faithful friend.

e overerowided popu’ations of the
eity are eompelled often to lve und
conditions that produce moral stupo,
which becomes practical heathenisn
And nothing can cleanse and purily
these oreeding grounds of anarchy an !
e Lt tae einieal and vital prine
pies of the gospel.

A few figures will indicate the om
irous growth of cities ia the United
States:

Per Cent

Of our total population in
1520 they constituted.......... 49
B ccoooe oo 8
in 1860 ..... Sibs ses D
B ccoos o L,
In 1890 ... . X
1900 ..... Over 3323

And within recont years a full share
of this amazing growth of cities
found in the South. Long a peacefn
pastoral people, living on farms and
in villages, we are now rapldly becom
ing a manufacturing and commercia
population, rosiding in busy town«
and crowded cities,

Years ago a distinguished minister
of another Church made this publie
siatement: “The frontiers of modern
civilization are in the great eities, and
Ameriea expects Methodism to man
the frontiers.,” The rugged faith of
the spiritual frontiersman and path
pnder that made so brilllant the his
tory of our Itinerant fathers is the
cemand of these strenuous thmes. Th
forces that eonfront and menace the
Church are not tyrannous and bhloody,
os In the days when marty s Jdied n
flood and flamc, but are none the less
cangerous and dreadinl. Our prayer
is that Methodism will not disappoint
the expectations of Christian Amer-

<.

And this drift from country to city
has In many seciions so seriously
weakened the circuits as to constitute
the gravest embarrassment to the Con-
ference Boards of Missions, Strong
pastoral charges have become depend-
ent upon missionary ald. How to
provide for those thinly populated
disiricts without practically abandon-
ing the entire field, is often a supreme
question in Annual Conference admin-
Istration.

All these stupendous facts suggest
the wisdom of considering what

in our missionary organk
zation are necessary In order to
adequately  meet conditions  that
are growing more urgent every
hour. You may find it best, in
view of the limited resources of
Annnal Conference Boards, to make
organizations in citles of
twenty thousand inhabitants and
more auxillary to the Parent Board,
and provide that the missionaries
there employed shall be under the
misionary rule as to qualifications
and tenure of service

Foreign Missions.
The past quadrennium bas been the

tion in sermons and in addresses at
missionary institutes, and the survey
of the felds and the facts in the
numerous mission study classes held
by your young people, bave deepened
econviction and intensified Interest
such an extent that the Church has
responded as never before. Seven-
teen  Annual Conferences, 121 dis
trcts, and 3227 pastoral charges
have paid their assessments in full
for foreign missions; and yet less
than one-third of our people give to
this cause.

During the quadrennium just closed
the total receipis of the Board of
Missions for foreign missions have
been as follows:

INEBOS cococose oo 8 366,180
030 ........ ceee  SE006
190405 . 46,850
1905-06 467902

W ccoss seasnconscnnd $1.050997

During this quadrennium one who
was always a princely giver. left the
Board largest bequest—335,000. Al
honor to the blessed memory of Rich
ard M. Scruggs!

China.

China is at once the greatest and
most dithienit of mission helds. We
have been working there tor over halt
a century and the numerical results
sevin meager. Dut it musi not be
luigotten that an imwense amount of
prepacatory work had w be done In
mastering the language—in the prep
aration of a literacure—in the prove
sion of an adequate equipment of
churcncs, schoois, and hospiatis, The
work Is now well organized and s
luaking progress beyond anything we
have hnown in the hiscory of our mis
sion.

the establishment of the Souchow
University and (oe Laura Haygood
Memorial for the higher equcation of
wowen, the enlargement of our med)-
cal work., the opening of two walled
Cities Hichow  and Changchow-—as
vhangolse conters, and the estab-
Lsbient of the Union Publishing
House In Shanghal are fair indica
Wi ol e pygiessive policy wheh is
cang pursued.

Fhe cipuiv s in a state of unrest,
Glie provally more W the leaven of
new ideas than to the existence pri-
Warky oi ast-forvign spirit. We are
Bumiliated, boweser, to conlfess that
much of the recent agitation in China
against  American  commerce, and
which, of nocessity, affects more or
lees all missionary operations, has
been largely occasioned by the un
sypathetic and sometimes vexsations,
ool vVicious, sdministration of the
Chinese Exclusion Law. Tie Chinese
sorsernment and people make no com-
pinint against the exclusion of coolle
labor from America, but they do re
Soul the hardsalps (o which the mer
chant and student classos have been
stibjecied, We cannot make we
Strong a protest against the infliction
ol personal indignity upon the repre
stliaiives of any nation, and sincere
i sope the measute recommended by
Prosident Houseve t will vad o the
dinciworation of present conditions.

e Apri, 1997, there will be held
Shanghai, & General Couterence of
slissionaries  In comtucomoration of
the opening of Protestant missionary
work In China, by Robert Morrison,
Just one hundred years ago. An In
Vilation has been extended  our
Church o send one or more represen
Hives o this great gathering.

Japan.

Marvelous changes have been
wiought in Japan. She has turned
bher back rather seorntully upon the
dead past and s facing an awbitious
future. She has welcomed the mighty
stir and encrgy of Wesiern civiliza-
Uon, without s Christian religion.
She has appropriated the cuterprise of
the West without lis ethics—its utils-
aranism without its faita.

It is the subime opportunity and
mission of the Churen to challenge
this vager thought, and, while not
arresting lis movement. direet it into
divine channels. When the mind s
eut alert the Holy Spirit can more
spoedidy and savingly work. So as
the island kingdom is emerging from
the rigid, stolid conservatism of the
pasi, and is feeling after the power
and thrill of a new life, tne Church
must aet promptly and vigorously, or
superstitution wiil give way to rank
infideity. That a wonderful change
has been wrought, the faded shrines
and weather-worn temples of the
country amply and eloquently testify.
The old faiths have largely lost their
grasp upon the pational mind, but the
true light has not yet shined upon it
Japan is in the eye of the world, and

i
i
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is not able to do anvthing at ail, and
vet is bringing forth fruit unto Gol
lwvond the busiest workers. So that
even when we come to the days
when “the strong men shall bow
chemselves,” there may be more
vleasant fruits for our Master, ripes
wnd fuller and sweeter, than eve-
before. For “they shall still bring
forth fruit in old age:” and the man
that simply “trusteth in the Lord,”
“shall not be careful in the year of
drought, neither shall cease from
vielding fruit.”

Some of the [ruits of the Spirit
scem to Le especially and peculiarly
charaeteristic  of  sanctified older
vears; and do we not want to brinz
them all forth? Look at the splen-
Cid ripeness of Abraham’s “faith™
in his old age: the grandeur of
Moses" “meckness" when he went up
the mountain alone to die: the mel-
lowness of St. Panl’s “joy™ in his
later epistles: and  the wonderful
“gentlene=s" of St. John, which
makes us almost forget his early
character of “a son of thunder.”
wanting to call down God's light-
nings of wrath.  And “the same
Npirit” is given to us, that we too
may bring forth “fruit that may

«l follower of Christ to face two
‘acts, and to face them squarely:
First, that unless Le is personally
~ceking to win individuals to Christ,
there is sin in his life; second, that
the winning of individuals to Christ
‘= an urt, and is the most difficult art
in the world.” Let’s think that over.
I wish we might read the whole arti-
cle again.  Whatever we do, let’s not
depend for spiritual food on the
reod meetings we had this winter.
We'll be as lean as hyenas next July
i we do. 1 never eould understand
why winter must be the only time
for catching fish—gospel fish. |
mean.  And why is winter the only
time that warms us up and melts
our starch? It's starch that’s the
whole trouble, anvhow. We're too
starchy to talk to people about
Christ, or to cheer them up after
thev are Christ’s.

I've got to lvoling sure that reli-
on isn't just good meetings or good
welings, or even fine speeches, or
wiving away loaves of