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Unofficial Sessions Held 
by Solons Can Accomplish 

Nothing, Says Roy Hardin
State Senator J. Roy Hardin, of Terrell, who attended the 

senatorial conference held by a number of state senators at 
Waco for the discussion of the road bond tangle and the 
calling of a special session, in a communication to the Dallas 
Morning News corrects that paper’s statement that all the 
senators present favored a call for a special session. Senator 
Hardin tells the News he opposed such a call and then pro
ceeds to explain why “ unofficial sessions’’ of legislators are 
of no force but are merely gatherings of private citizens. His 
communication to the News is as follows:
To The News:

The senators who met at Waco last week voted for a spe
cial session to validate road bonds. The News said that all 
senators present favored the proposed session. I was present 
and opposed it, and for reasons which might be of interest to 
some of the many readers of your great paper.

In the first place, these privately assembled sessions of 
legislators should be dispensed with. They have no place in 
our politics and no good can come of them. The “ unofficial 
session’’ of the legislature in Austin a few months ago was a 
fiasco and the meeting of senators in Waco will eventuate into 
the same thing.

The prerogative of calling a special session belongs ex
clusively to the governor. It is no part of the official duty of 
legislators to recommend or attempt to call such a session. 
When they do so they are acting simply as private citizens 
and are entitled to no more consideration than other private 
citizens. The legislature is jealous of its own prerogatives; 
it resents, and properly so, any effort of the chief executive 
to override its privileges, and in return it should respect the 
constitutional privilege of the governor.

A special session of the legislature is at best a necesssary 
evil and should never be called or demanded unless the neces
sity for such session is clearly established. The taxpayers of 
Texas always breathe a sigh of relief when the legislature 
adjourns. Of course, some members of the legislature can 
always be found who favor a special session any time and for 
any purpose, and if the governor acceded to such demands 
the legislature would be in session perpetually.

If the legislature can validate the road bonds the s sion 
should be called. If they cannot be validated the session 
should not be called. That is the viewpoint of the people of 
Texas and that is the viewpoint of the governor of Texas. The 
governor has already agreed to call the session if a bill is 
prepared and presented, which competent legal authorities 
will recommend as bein^ effective. It is purely a constitu
tional question and the people of Texas do not expect and do 
not wish a special session unless there is some assurance that 
it can accomplish the work it is called to do.

The governor has acted very wisely in demanding that as
surance, but as yet it has not been presented. The attorney 
general has given an opinion favoring validation, but his opin
ion does not carry much weight in this particular matter be
cause he has been approving these worthless bonds, and if 
he was wrong then he may be wrong now. His opinions about 
road bonds have been rejected by the supreme court of the 
United States, and that is the court we must satisfy.

The attorney who carried the Archer county case to the 
supreme court says the bonds cannot be validated. He won 
the case, and he ought to know. The highest judicial tribu
nal in all the world listened to him and said he was right, and 
his opinion is worthjy of our earnest consideration. I don’t 
know him, but I think the people of Texas should name him 
by acclammation as their next attorney general. He has 
proved that he knows what due process of law is and what 
it takes to make a valid road bond. Had he been attorney 
general these worthless bonds would not have been issued. 
His services would have been worth millions to our state in 
the past and might be worth millions to our state in the future 
in working out this very problem, to say nothing of other 
problems requiring a knowledge of constitutional law.

J. ROY HARDIN, State Senator,
Terrell, Texas.

Chatting With Girl 
Clerks of Highway 

Board Is Forbidden

Hatcher Refuses to 
Pay Road Check to 

Sherman-Y oumans

Deserves Re-Election on Her Record
Editor Forum: As my paper runs out pretty soon and I don’t want to 

miss a copy you will find check enclosed for which please set my subscrip
tion up another notch. I think it is the best paper I ever read. We get the 
facts just as they are. I think every voter in Texas ought to take it, for the 
fight has just begun and we voters ought to read and learn so we may know 
just how to vote in July.

Now I don’t mean to just take the Forum alone, but by all means take 
the Forum and other papers too. Read them all. Weigh them all up and 
then you can see and know for yourself just who is who and where to get.

Of course Ma will be the next governor. She is the only governor we 
have had I think since Jim went out. Her good record shows that plainly. 
Now the state farms are out of debt, something no other governor has ever 
done except Ma and Jim. More money on hand. More roads and better 
roads. All teachers can get their money without discount and many other 
things—too many to mention and some people say well, Jim is the gover
nor and I say not. But that’s all right if he was, as he is the best poor man’s 
governor Texas ever had, except Ma. That is just what we want—a real 
governor. Two heads are always better than one any way. I have always 
voted for Jim and if I can’t vote for Jim I sure can vote for Ma and that is 
just as good. Ma is just as good a governor as Jim and Jim just as good as 
Ma. I have known them both all my life. I was born in Bell county. My 
father worked some of Joe Wallace’ s land, Miriam A. Ferguson’s father, 
for several years. I don’t think ever a better man lived than Mrs. Fergu
son’s father. Nearly all the poor people there borrowed money from him 
every year and when they got broke they always went to him and got what 
they needed.

Come on voters, let’s give Ma the biggest vote of any governor yet. 
This being her second term she ought to have it by all means. You know 
that the second term is democratic where they have made such a good rec
ord as she has made and I believe she and Jim will do even better next term 
than this. I know they will, if people will stop their talking and howling 
about what Jim has done, Jim is the best friend the farmer has and we all 
know it and it don’t do them any good to howl for we don’t believe them. 
You know if Jim had done what some say he has people wouldn’t have staid 
with him like they have. We know he hasn’t done anything only for our 
good and we know he and Ma are going to do still more for us and we are 
going to stay with them.

Now Dan may be a good man— I don’t know, but he couldn’t be satis
fied with his job by just asking for it again but seems to me like he is getting 
a little too pert all at once. Can’t tend to one job for hunting another. I 
wouldn’t have thought you could pulled him in against Ma as good a gover
nor as she has made us, and on her second term at that, but I don’t think he 
will get very far any way. It seems to me that it would be a wise idea for 
Dan to quit before he goes any farther and go back and try to locate his 
same position. I think he would have better luck.

And Lynch Davidson; I don’t know much about him either, only I 
don’t think he can get very far because there are too many of us voters that 
are going to vote for Ma. I don’t believe we will have any run-off this 
time unless three or four more get i n the race for I honestly believe that 
Ma will get more votes than all the rest.

Austin, Tex., May 5.— No more 
talking- with pretty girl employes of 
the highway department for the man 
who comes to the department on busi
ness, is the new ruling.

“ Contractors and material men not 
allowed to talk to lady employes.” 
This is the legend placed on signs 
tacked on the railings leading into 
the commission’s and engineers’ o f 
fices. It is related that once the rail
ing broke down as a result o f so 
many men leaning on it talking to the 
girls.

Worshippers Trapped 
in Church by Flood 

Taken Out on Rafts
New Orleans, La., May 3.— Ma

rooned yesterday afternoon and last 
night, more than a score o f worship
pers remained in the Napoleon Bap
tist church here for 16 hours, leaving 
the church on rafts this morning.

.At the conclusion of a 3 o ’clock 
service water was waist high about 
the cjiurch. At daybreak today the 
water had not receded and breakfast 
was sent by firemen from  a nearby 
station. Neighbors later constructed 
rafts on which members of the con- 
g-ation floated to higher ground.

Five Power Dams on 
Colorado River Are 

Approved at Austin
Austin, Texas, May 1.— Permit to 

construct five hydro-electric power 
dams on the Colorado river, two in 
Travis and three in Burnett county, 
today was granted the Syndicate 
Power company of Dallas by the state 
board o f water engineers.

Austin, Texas, May 1.— State Treas
urer Hatcher announced today he 
would not pay warrants totaling $21,- 
68 6 to the Shermgn-Youmans com 
pany of Houston unless ordered to do 
so by a court or so advised by the 
attorney general. Dan Moody Thurs
day advised Hatcher to withhold pay
ment o f at least $21,000 to satisfy the 
claim of the state should it recover 
damages in a suit now pending 
against Sherman-Youmans. In reply, 
Hatcher requested that injunction 
proceedings be brought against him 
to enjoin his paying the warrants.

"I had been advised that mandamus 
proceedings would be instituted if I 
refused to pay the warrants, and 
knowing that evidence could be in
troduced in an injunction proceedings 
favoring the state that likely would 
not get to the court in a mandamus 
proceedings, I suggested the injunc
tion,”  Mr. Hatcher explained.

“Daw makes the attorney general 
my legal adviser and he will be called 
upon to represent me in any legal 
proceedings.”

Creager Faction in 
Texas G. O. P. Backs 

Fight on Wurzbach
San Antonio, May 1.— An opponent 

for Congressman Harry W urzbach an
nounced himself here late today on 
the heels of a two day caucus o f state 
republican leaders who recently ac
cused W urzbach of abuse o f patron
age and stirred up a row «reaching to 
Washington.

Fred Knetsch, Gaudalupe county 
attorney since 1924, and resident of 
Seguin, W urzbach’s home town, is the 
new candidate, entering the race with 
the support of the Creager-Nolte fac
tion o f the Texas republican organi
zation.

Come on voters, let’s show them where we stand. Pour it on them, 
Jim, I know you can for I have heard you. Some people howl about par
doning so many. I don’t think she has pardoned enough yet. I think when 
the jury and judge recommend a pardon for some one they ought to know 
whether they need out or not and if they think so I believe they ought to be 
free. Seems that way to me. Of course Ma has to have a lawful reason 
for pardoning any one and I think she has every time. We know she is 
doing the best she can. I know she is doing what she thinks is best and I 
think God will reward her for her good deeds. I think everything will come 
out all O. K. All we got to do is to vote and see that our wives vote. The 
old saying is everything will come out in the washing, all we got to do is 
to put a little powder in the water and be ready for the election in July.

I may be taking up too much space. I beg your pardon, Mr. Editor, 
but if you think this is all O. K. and worth while to print let it come, but 
whatever you do don’t forget to set my paper up another notch.

J. A. THOMPSON,
Ira, Scurry County, Texas.

REAL FRIEND OF THE FARMER
Editor Forum: If there ever was a time in the history of this world 

when the farmers of this country should have a word in their own defense 
and in the interest of their own affairs it is none other than the present good 
hour, and I am sending this letter to the Ferguson Forum for the simple rea
son that the old reliable Jim Ferguson is the farmers’ friend and for the fur
ther reason that many of our great dailies are simply filling their columns 
with all sorts of advice, admonition, remonstration and I might say uncalled 
for dictation to the farmers of this country and seemingly to the exclusion

.(Continued On Face Three),

Moody's Appeal for Votes 
Draws Highest Praise for 

Governor Whom
The Forum is permitted by Dr. Eugene O. Boggs, of Spring, 

Texas, to publish the following copy of a letter addressed by 
him to Dan Moody in reply to an appeal by Moody for the 
vote and support of Dr. Boggs in his candidacy for governor 
against Mrs. Ferguson. The reply of Dr. Boggs is brief but 
pointed and makes clear to the young attorney general just 
how the doctor stands. The letter is as follows:

(Copy)
Spring, Texas, April 24, 1926.

Hon. Dan Moody,
Austin, Texas.

Dear Sir: Acknowledging yours of the 16th inst. My vote • 
and influence, if any, was yours when a candidate for attorney 
general in the last campaign, but I cannot follow your political 
fortunes further. The very perilous situation in state affairs 
mentioned by you in your letter exists principally in your 
imagination.

In my very humble opinion the affairs of state are in the 
most satisfactory condition of any time since James E. Fer
guson was so unjustly impeached and deprived of the office 
of governor, and to the aid and advice given by him to his 
good wife, is due in agreat measure the present happy state 
of affairs. I am proud of the fact that I am one of the 200,- 
000 voters (classed as ignoramuses) that will stick to the 
Fergusons through thick and thin. I not only cannot sup
port you, but will use all honorable means to put my good 
friend, Mrs. Ferguson, back in office for another term.

Truly yours,
' E. O. BOGGS.

Here is another letter in reply to Dan’s plea for votes:
Corsicana, Texas, April 30, 1926.

Mr. Dan Moody,
Austin, Texas.

Dear Sir: Your letter of yesterday soliciting my vote re
ceived. I will say in reply that I voted for you two years ago 
and I think I made a mistake. Think I voted for a little man 
for a big place.

As to the present administration I beg to differ with you. 
I think she has made the best governor we have had in twenty 
years, even better than James E. Ferguson made, and I think 
you have more nerve than any man in Texas going in office 
on Mrs. Ferguson’s apron strings and then, as soon as you 
get in, start out with the advice of Tom Love and Earle May- 
field and a few other K. K. Ks. around Dallas and Fort Worth 
to try and discredit the Ferguson administration and ask Fer
guson people to support you. Not me. But I think you will 
find out after the 24th of July you had poor luck.

I was one of the bunch to help get the crowd at Worth
ington’s tank to hear you talk, but, Old Boy, if you should 
come here during your campaign to speak when you look out 
in the crowd you will see but one face that you saw out there 
beforehand that poor fellow has a man running against him 
that will make him look like all the rest of the K. K. Ks. 
when the election is over.

As to the names that you want on your mailing list, I 
would suggest that you write the clerk of the K. K. K. of 
Corsicana. He will furnish you the names of the ones that 
are supporting you here. At least I hear the ones that sup
ported Dr. Butte talking about what a great man you are, 
but I do not think much of that, for I heard the same men 
say the same thing about Felix Robertson.

Now, I think you had better take my name off of your 
mailing list. We have 12,000 votes in this county and 1,200 
K. K. Ks. I think you you can safely count on 1,200 votes.

Yours truly,
W. A. BABB.

P. S.: I am mailing copy of this letter to the Ferguson 
Forum.

And here is still another:
Floresville, Texas, May 4, 1926.

Dan Moody,
Austin, Texas.

Dear Sir: Your recent letter thanking me for supporting 
you for attorney general two years ago and asking that I 
support you for governor this year, also asking that I send 
you a list of known Moody supporters in this county, is be
fore me.

Yes, I supported you two years ago, but did not know at 
the time what you would do after being elected. I felt sure 
I had made a mistake, as soon as I saw the ku klux had voted 
for you against an avowed klucker. You then had us Ameri
can voters believing you were helping fight the invisible em
pire. Of course WE had to guess at you, but I knew the ku 
kluxers were not guessing when they voted as they did; and 
my heart went sick.

Take your list of ku klux voters in this county, and count 
them; that will be just about your vote from here. I have 
heard two other men^say they would support you; but I be
lieve one of them will open his eyes in a few days’, if he has 
not done so ere now.

Why do you want to be only governor, anyway? For the 
last past year you have been attorney general, governor, the 
highway commission, text book commission— well, I have not 
the space to go further with the list you are. Could you still 
be all those things simply as governor?

I remember that about two months ago you were telling 
the world and the supreme court of the United States that 
near $100,000,000.00 worth of road bonds in Texas were ille
gally issued, and at the same time you told us poor county 
attorneys throughout the state that not one bond was affected 
or involved in that controversy, and your newspaper organ 
in San Antonio put your two statements side by side, in para- 
lell columns the same day. They can’t both be true. One 
statement or the other is incorrect— and there is near $100,- 
000,000.00 of the people’s money involved. Your bunch are 
how demanding a special session of the legislature to validate 
the very bonds you ruled to be unaffected; notwithstanding 
this same legislature passed a validating act of those very 
bonds during its regular session.

If you had been satisfied with the office you were elected 
to, and tried to confine your field of official activities to the 
attorney general’s department; letting those the people se
lected to all other offices have the s,ame liberty and freedom 
of official action his or her office requires, this state would 
now be over a million dollars to the good, and your madness 
is on the increase, it seems.

Time has proven that every time you attacked the state 
administration, you were wrong and the other officials were 
right; but I can’t believe you are entirely to blame for your 
utter failure as attorney general. I think your youthful am-

% (Continued on Page Two)
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MOTHER’S DAY PROCLAMATION
Observation of Mother’s Day is a national custom and Gov

ernor Ferguson has issued her proclamation calling attention 
to the annual celebration of the second Sunday in May as a 
day given over to tributes and memories of mothers. Her 
proclamation is framed in words deeply expressive of the sen
timents inspired by thoughts of mother. It reads as follows:

Mothers’ Day was first celebrated in the Unitèd States in 
1910. Both houses of congress passed a resolution commend
ing the observance of Mothers’ Day in 1913 and in 1914 con
gress authorized the president to designate by proclamation 
the second Sunday in May as Mother’s Day. The first nation
al proclamation was issued by President Wilson on May 9, 
1914.

There is a Jewish saying that “God could not be every
where, so he made mothers.” Mother love, since the begin
ning of time, has been the most glorious theme on the lips and 
pens of men, typifying the highest and purest form of earthly 
affection. From the creation of earth to the present day 
mother love has sacrificed, suffered and given all for others. 
She has crooned us lullabies in our cradles and guided our 
footsteps through the difficult paths of youth. She rejoices 
in our pleasures and triumphs and soothes our pains and dis
appointments from childish sorrows to the heartaches of ma
turity.

Those who are blessed with mothers at your sides this 
Mothers’ Day, thank God for the greatest happiness he can be
stow. Those whose mothers have passed on, think of her this 
Mothers’ Day. Remember her hopes and aspirations for you. 
Honor her memory and her affection.

In accordance with the custom established in 1914, I con
sider it one of the greatest privileges of my official life to pay 
by proclamation, my tribute to the sacred name of mother.

Therefore, I, Miriam A. Ferguson, Governor of Texas, do 
hereby designate and set aside Sunday, May 9, as Mother’s 
Day, and call upon the people of this state to observe it fit
tingly. I urge that the day be used to brighten the lives of 
the mothers who remain, to remember with reverence the 
mothers who are gone and to encourage the youth of the land 
to honor their homes and parents.

A FORGIVING SPIRIT
Jeff: M’Lemore, editor and publisher of the Hebbronville 

News, congratulates Editor Tanner of the Alice News, who 
boasts his klan affiliation and sympathies, upon his forgiving- 
spirit in espousing the cause of Dan Moody, who consigned 
five kluckers to state prison, one of them a preacher convicted 
of perjury. This is the way the Hebbronville editor com
mends the forgiving spirit of the Alice editor:

“Editor Tanner of the Alice News certainly has the forgiv
ing spirit of a true Christian. He tells us in his paper that 
he is a K. K. of the K. K.’s; he once said in his paper that 
when he died he asked for nothing better than a Ku Klux fu
neral, and now he tells us again in his paper chat as between 
Mrs. Ferguson, Lynch Davidson and Dan Mocdy he will vote 
for Dan. As prosecuting attorney, Dan sent some kluxers to 
the penitentiary for their misdeeds, among them a preacher 
who perjured himself and got two years; and yet in the face 
of all this Mr. Tanner is willing to give his vote to Dan, as the 
situation now stands. Who was it said that straws show 
which way the wind blows?”

FAIR PLAY IS A HABIT WITH TEXANS
(From The Baird Star)

We want to call attention to some of the Moody boosters 
who seem to think Dan has a walk over, and it is this: From 
the year 1847 when the democrats nominated H. R. Runnels 
for governor, the first nomination for governor of Texas, to 
this good day not one of the democratic governors was ever 
ever defeated for renomination, though beginning with Gov. 
Hogg in 1892 many of the governors had opposition in the 
party for the nomination for a second term, but not one of 
them was defeated, though Campbell, Colquitt, J. E. Ferguson 
and W. P. Hobby had very determined opposition'.

If any one believes that Mrs. Ferguson will be easily de
feated, they will have another think coming before the cam
paign is over. Mrs. Ferguson in Sunday’s daily papers had a 
formal review of her official acts, which taken as a whole has 
been good; even Mrs. Ferguson’s enemies who are not so 
prejudiced as to warp their judgment must admit some good 
in the Fergusons. The state finances are in good condition. 
The penitentiary, the bug-bear of every state administration 
for forty years is in better condition than at any time since J. 
E. Ferguson was governor, who made it pay expenses. Mrs. 
Ferguson seems to have done equally as well. Oh, Jim Fergu
son is responsible you hear it said, well why not give Jim 
credit for giving his wife, the governor, good advice? It is 
unfortunate for the tax payers of Texas that both Governor 
Hobby and Governor Neff did not employ some one like Jim. 
Ferguson who had sense enough to make the penitentiary sys
tem pay expenses in place of piling up a huge debt as it did do 
from the very time Gov. Jas. E. Ferguson was removed from 
office, to the beginning of Mrs. Ferguson’s term.

Mrs. Ferguson, also mentions the public schools, road 
building and suits, her pardon record, two last wiir be issues 
in the campaign. Laws have been enforced, not a lynching 
reported in Texas, in 1925. When did this occur before in 
Texas, no lynching for a whole year? Mrs. Ferguson is proud 
of her record and she has a right to be, despite unfair criti
cism, of political enemies of Jim Ferguson.

Mrs. Ferguson has made a remarkable record. No gov
ernor in the past thirty years has made a better record and sev
eral of them not near so good, yet everyone of them was 
nominated by the democratic party and elected to a second 
term.

Why should Mrs. Ferguson be defeated to gratify the am
bition of a young man unknown outside of his own county 
three years ago? Personally we have no more interest in this 
election than any other tax payer, but we do believe in fair 
play and also believe in giving the only woman governor of 
Texas an equal showing with the men who held the same of
fice before her, and a number of them did not do near as well 
as she has done in the finances of the state, that caused many 
gray hairs on the heads of every governor of Texas in the 
past 30 or 40 years.

May 1 saw little disturbances in any part of the world.
Sunday is Mother’s Day. Remember it and remember 

your mother, living or dead.
By simple rules of arithmetic the taxpayers can tell what 

Moody’s highway litigation and compromise has cost them.
Funny isn’t it? Dan trying to deny a democratic governor 

a second* term and Marrs, training in Dan’s camp, trying to 
get a third term for himself.

---------------------------------------  •
Campaign news is becoming more and more interesting. 

Now is the time to subscribe to the Forum and assure your
self of getting the truth about what the politicians are doing.

“ The cattlemen who have no Ku Klux affiliations/’ says 
the Hebbronville News, “ seem to be prètty solid for Mrs. Fer
guson for re-election on the ground she has done more for 
the cattlemen than any of her predecessors.”

DENTON MAN’S QUESTION 
ANSWERED

A. C. Tisdale, of Detroit, Texas, has volunteered an answer 
to a question put by B. S. Davidson, of Denton, a few days 
ago through a communication published in the Dallas News. 
The answer is brief but plain and leaves nothing in doubt. 
The Denton questioner wanted to know what is a democrat 
and Mr. Tisdale’s answer tells him with a completeness that 
he cannot challenge. Here is the way the Detroit citizen an
swers the Denton citizen:
To The News.

With your kind permission I will give to B. S. Davidson, 
Denton, my idea of what a democrat is and what one “ ain’t.”

I do this because I am of the opinion that the mind of 
James E. Ferguson is so occupied with things so much weight
ier that he will not take the time to give the wanted informa
tion.

A democrat is one who makes a contract or agreement 
with another or others, and knowing what may happen, will 
abide thereby— one “ who sweareth to his own hurt and 
changeth not.”

What “ ain’i ” a demorcrat is one who voluntarily enters 
into a contract or agreement with another or others and who 
changes and swears to the hurt of the other fellow.

A. C. TISDALE,
Detroit, Texas.

MOODY GOING INTO ECLIPSE
(By Carey Smith, Editor Bay City Daily Tribune)

This paper is taking no stock in politics, but the amusing 
attitude of the papers engaged in battling the Fergusons can 
not escape our notice or the attention of anyone else intelli
gent enough to read. Their “ talking points” have dwindled 
down to the “ highway muddle” and the “ wholesale pardoning 
of criminals.” The way they bear down on these two unfor
givable and unpardonable sins would discredit the intellect 
of a ten-year-old school boy and it’s going to be fun to see Jim 
Ferguson unlimber his heavy artillery and make monkeys of 
the uplift papers when the time comes. In so far as the “ high
way muddle” is concerned what has gone before is going to 
boomerang Dan Moody worse than anything that has ever hap
pened to him. The papers who are prating these “failures” of 
the Fergusons will soon put their feet on the soft pedal on 
this silly charge. The “highway muddle” was Moody’s chief 
bulwark until time came for the contracts for resurfacing the 
roads left to the mercies of the weather by Moody’s comprom
ise with the American Road Co., and by which he claimed to 
have saved the state $600,000. Of the more than a dozen 
bids made by reputable road builders there was not one which 
did not more than justify the American Road Co.’s original 
contract. It then dawned upon the thinking people of the 
state that instead of saving the state $6 00,000 Moody actually 
cost the state by and through his compromise, $300,000 in 
cold cash. Moody papers give evidence of a knowledge of 
this and rarely refer to it any more in their stereotyped chat
ter about the Fergusons.

So much for that— the campaign will do all that is neces
sary with the subject. Now the “ wholesale pardoning” by 
Mrs. Ferguson. All of this pardoning, if it be a mistake, is 
charged to her. Of course the papers that criticize her for it 
do not know that there is a pardoning board that passes on 
everyone of them. Nor do they look back to the petitions sub
mitted to the board and Mrs. Ferguson. These petitions, al
most .invariably, are signed by numerous citizens as good as 
the editors who assail them. Frequently the trial judge and 
the district attorney and more often than not the entire jury 
who tried the case sign this and that petition. If such peti
tions were systematically or regularly ignored by the gov
ernor and board of pardons the self same newspapers would 
assail the governor for her lack of courtesy to reputable citi
zens. So far what arguments have been produced against the 
Fergusons are weak and downright silly and, of course, will 
be shot full of holes, as soon as Jim levels his guns at them. 
The whole thing is a case of grouch and prejudice. They 
started in to give Mrs. Ferguson an unfair, unmanly deal and 
that they are determined to do regardless of the methods re
sorted to.

Now, a word about Dan Moody, and we haven’t a thing on 
earth against Dan. Fie has, at the present writing, the same 
chance to be the next governor of Texas that we have, and, 
fortunately, of course, for all three of the candidates, we are 
not running. Unless a miracle happens, Dan will go back to 
Taylor or Georgetown to his law. practice. The people of 
Texas know that Dan would not now be attorney general, but 
for the Fergusons. People who know him say that beyond 
his ability as a prosecutor he is neither brilliant, a genius or 
a Moses. He is clean and popular, but riot practical. Every 
act of his touching dollars and cents shows that to be the case. 
His star is descending rapidly in the minds of the people, and 
his friendly papers are having the time of their lives frantic
ally trying to keep alive a public interest in him. Votes are 
falling away from him by the thousands, for most people know 
that his race against Mrs. Ferguson this time is actuated by 
spite either against her or her husband, and for no real or 
imaginary reason.

There’s not much noise going on in Ferguson camps. There 
has never been much noise there, but the newspaper, or poli
tician, or voter, who makes light of the Ferguson strength 
is a fool pure and simple, and anyone who thinks Jim Fergu
son can not explain all things to the satisfaction of a ma
jority of the voters in this state is drawing an erroneous con
clusion. As things stand now, Mrs. Ferguson will serve her 
second term as governor of Texas.

HOME FOLKS BACK HUMPHRIES FOR 
STATE SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT

J. A. Humphries, of Hockley county, has announced as a 
candidate for state superintendent of public instruction, and 
the Sunday newspapers published his statement of his can
didacy in which he said he will later make a detailed state
ment of his views as to the handling of the state educational 
department. The FYnim presents Mr. Humphries’ statement 
in this issue.

News of the announcement of Mr. Humphries brought 
pleasure to his hosts of friends and admirers in Bell county 
where 42 of the 49 years of his life have been spent. He held 
high educational positions while a resident of Bell county and 
for several terms served as justice of peace in the Temple pre
cinct, and also as county commissioner from the same pre
cinct. He made a record for efficiency, service and courtesy 
that won him the confidence and respect of his fellow citizens 
and they are pleased to learn of his success in Flockley county, 
to which he moved from Bell county, and where he also has 
served in high official positions with honor a'nd ability.

Eminently qualified by educational training and practical 
experience to fill the position of state superintendent of public 
instruction he submits his candidacy squarely upon his record 
and merits and lets it be known without the slightest evasion 
that he is a democrat who believes in and practices party loy
alty. His Bell county friends are rallying to his support with 
enthusiasm and his former neighbors and loyal friends in Bell 
county will roll up a heavy vote for him in the July primaries.

It looks now as if Texas will produce a record breaking 
small grain crop.

Juggling figures will fool nobody. The taxpayers know 
what the conditions are in Texas and will not be misled by 
twisted figures.

I ___________ _________________________________________

The Fayette County Record predicts an overwhelming 
vote for Governor Ferguson in Fayette county and is so con
fident in its prediction that it ventures this assertion: “ If 
we were a betting man we would wager a good hat that Mrs. 
Ferguson will get more votes in Fayette county than Lynch 
and Dan both together, with the votes polled by Mrs. Wil- 
mans, Mrs. Johnson and Rev. Zimmermann thrown in for good 
measure.” There will be many other counties in which the 
vote for governor will be like that of Fayette.

Moody’s Appeal for Votes 
Draws Highest Praise fo r  

Governor Whom He Assails
(Continued From Page One)

bitions and inexpérience betrayed you into the hands of those 
wily politicians at the head of Texas ku kluxism who throw 
their followers into your political camp last election and for 
this on-coming one.

Are you and your ku klux followers—-or pushers— against 
Mrs. Ferguson simply because she is a woman? Is that the 
reason you do not want her to have the accustomed second 
term? All Texas knows hers is one of the best administra
tions we have ever had; what real, true, manly American 
would wish to have her condemned without just cause? Y"ou 
now have a wife. Would you wish the people of Texas to thus 
condemn your wife or mother?

Unless you can show that Mrs. Ferguson’s administration { 
is unworthy of respect and confidence, you should do your 
own wife the honor and your own mother the credit, to with
draw from this race and ask the people of Texas not to place 
the first stain of condemnation from the second term, upon 
a good, true, noble TEXAS WOMAN AND MOTHER.

Do that, boy, and let those ku klux tricksters bay along 
the trail of someone else. You are young and newly married; 
cut loose from that blighting combination and live it down.

C. L. PATTERSON.
Moody also wrote to Judge W. A. Wigley of Roganville, 

asking his vote and support and attacking the Ferguson ad
ministration in unmeasured terms and charging dissipation 
of public funds, etc.

Judge Wigley is of the same mind as Dr. Boggs, whose 
letter is quoted above, and in sending the original letter of 
Moody to the Forum he wrote upon it these words:

“ I shall defer answering Mr. Moody until July 24, at 
which time, if the good Lord spares me, I shall vote for Ma 
Ferguson with all the vim that’s in me.

“ W. A. WIGLEY.”
These letters indicate that Mr. Moody is mistaken as to 

the sentiments of the voters.

Grapevine Delegates 
Have Kind Words for 

State Highway Board
(Prom  the Grapevine Sun.)

B. R. Wall, E. E. Lowe, D. E. Box, 
W. K  Stewart, T. P. Vorderkunz, D. 
D. Wall, J. A. Spinks, and J. E. M. 
Yates went to Austin last week in 
the interest of our efforts to secure 
the designation of the Dallas and 
Northwestern Highway. W e are glad 
that their efforts were a complete 
success. But in thanking these gen
tlemen for their work, we must not 
forget the splendid work done by Mr. 
J. W. Slaughter o f Dallas county. 
To him, more than any one else, is 
due the success of this project.

It is hard to estimate the good that 
will come to Dallas arid to Grape
vine and other neighborhoods passed 
through by this highway. It will give 
Dallas an outlet to the northwest, and 
wall open up a splendid country all 
the way from  Dallas to Rhome. Up 
till now, Grapevine and most o f the 
country covered by this highway have 
had only local roads. But from  now 
on we will feel like we have moved 
up into the age in which we are liv
ing. Heretofore, in a way, we have 
been living out of the.way, a sort of 
back number. But our people are al
ready lifting up their heads. They 
are realizing that this is the greatest 
thing that ever happened to Grape
vine.

When built, this will be one o f the 
finest highways in the state. Just 
think of a highway through a brok
en country like this, almost straight 
and on a one per cent grade. This 
means a road, almost level, and with 
no sharp curves.

B. R. W all deserves the thanks of 
all our people for  the splendid work 
done at Austin in securing this road.

We were shown every courtesy at 
Austin, by Governor Ferguson, Jim 
Ferguson and the Highway Commis
sioners. The state o f Texas has a 
splendid Highway Commission. We 
are not saying this because they gave 
us what we wanted, but because they 
went into the investigation of this 
proposition in a business like and 
common sense way. They are three 
practical, common-sense, business 
men. They do business in a straight
forward way and they demand the 
same thing of you.

Solution for Bond 
Trouble Suggested 

by Temple Engineer
Houston, Tex., May 5.— The follow 

ing communication from  S. B. More, 
civil engineer, is printed in the Hous
ton Chronicle:

I have noticed considerable publici
ty regarding a special session o f the 
legislature for the purpose of validat
ing the Texas bonds recently declared 
unconstitutional by the United States 
Supreme Court.

This decision, if I understand it, 
rules that bonds to be valid must be 
voted by a majority of the qualified 
voters of a political subdivision.

The reason for this .decision is quite 
clear to those willing to understand.

Road districts have been carved 
out, not with the purpose of serving 
territories, but with the idea o f get
ting votes. As a consequence, those 
individuals or corporations with large 
holdings unfortunately located in a 
gerrymandered road district have 
faced the confiscation of their prop
erty.

The proper method to validate the 
illegal road district bonds is for  le
gal political’ subdivisions to call bond 
elections and substitute legal bonds 
for the defective road district bonds. 
For the state legislature to attempt 
to pass legislation or submit an 
amendment to the state constitution 
that in effect would set aside the 
guarantees of the constitution of the 
United States, would not only be fu 
tile but iniquitous.

The advocates of this course are 
those who desire the continuance of 
the present epidemic o f mortgaging 
the past, present and future of this 
country for improvements of doubt
ful value and for the enrichment of 
certain interests. Yours very truly,

S. B. MOORE,
Temple, Texas.

Killed by Lightning.
Fort Stockton, Tex., May 4.— Ken- 

neath Heavy, 24, was killed by light
ning Monday night while at Saint Im 
perial, 35 miles north of here.

Talent in Music and 
Painting Shown by 

Marietta McGregor
(From  Austin Statesman.)

A short time ago Diantha heard 
Marietta M cGregor play a piano solo 
at a public recital and her thought 
was “ What a talented little girl.” But 
of course one would expect Marietta 
to be talented musically, she couldn’t 
well be her mother’s daughter with
out having the musical ear and the 
musical temperament.

Monday at Mrs. Chitwood’s cooking 
school Mrs. T. H. M cGregor had with 
her a package which she handled 
with such care that Diantha couldn’t 
help thinking it must contain som e
thing valuable, and it did— for noting 
the not-to-be-restrained curiosity 
which is a legitimate heritage of the 
sex, Mrs. M cGregor untied the pack
age and showed an oil painting of a 
picturesque English thatched cottage 
surrounded by an old fashioned gar
den o f colored flowers. A beautiful 
thing it was, and just the kind of 
picture which Diantha loves— and it 
was the handiwork of ten-year-old 
Marietta. As she admired the picture 
she could but repeat her form er es
timate with new emphasis “W hat a 
talented little g irl!”

Marrs Attacks on 
Textbook Contract 

Stopped by Court
Austin, Texas, May 3.— A mandate 

was issued out of the supreme court 
April 29 in the mandamus case of 
the American B ook company vs. 
State Superintendent S. M. N. Marrs 
which makes the book com pany’s 
victory final. The coui-t’s judgment 
probably is one of the most far- 
reaching ever recorded by that tri
bunal, as it not only grants unto the 
book company all of its prayers for 
relief, but enjoins Marrs from  talk
ing about the validity o f the $600,000 
contracts.

The judgment uses this language: 
“And the respondent be enjoined 
from making any derogatory or dam
aging statement regarding the validity 
of relator’s contracts.”

The remainder of the judgment, 
which document consists of 800 
words, requires Marrs to do every
thing within his power to put the 
contracts in force; that all previous 
requisitions and orders be destroyed 
and held for naught; that school 
authorities be notified that the pre
vious orders are annulled; that they 
make new orders and take into con
sideration the books of the Am er
ican Book company; that the names 
of their books and the prices be 
immediately certified to all the 
schools, together with the name and 
location of the company’s book de
pository, and that Marris make new 
orders based on the new requisi
tions and ignore in all things the 
previous requisitions and orders.

The state Board of Education ex
tended to April 30 the time within 
which requisitions could be made by 
school authorities for  books for the 
scholastic year 1926-27, but it was 
impossible to compel with the man
date. However, the new requisitions 
will be printed at once, it was learn
ed at the state department of edu
cation, and the blanks then will go 
forward. Their printing awaited 
final action of the court, which 
came last Thursday, after the action 
of Wednesday in overruling the at
torney general’s motion for rehear
ing. Because of the slight discrep
ancy in dates, no embarrassment is 
expected. Only another court order 
can stop the new requisitions.

Assistant Attorney General R. B. 
Cousins Jr., recently spent three 
weeks in New York and Cincinnati 
investigating the book com pany’s 
records, but has not indicated what 
he found, if anything.

Woman 108 Years Old 
Has Never Ridden on 
Train or Heard Radio

Eastford, Conn., April 30.— Never 
having ridden on a railroad train o r  
trolley car so far as known, and 
never having listened to a radio, a l
though she is 108, is the unique rec
ord o f Mrs. Sarah Bosworth Brad- 
way, probably the oldest person in 
Conneticut, who is celebrating her 
birthday anniversary today. Her 
father was a revolutionary soldier.

W. F. Blum Jr. Seeks 
Commissioner’s Job 

In Temple Precinct
The announcement of W. F. Blum 

Jr., is published in the ’ Forum as 
a candidate for  commissioner o f the 
Temple precinct, No. 3, of Bell 
county. Mr. Blum xias lived many 
years in Temple and Bell county 
having been engaged in farming and 
commercial pursuits during his resi
dence in the county. He owns a 
splendid farm near Oenaville and is 
an active and progressive advocate 
of good roads, good bridges and pro- 
pjer maintenance of roads and pub
lic works.

His candidacy is subject to the 
action o f the democratic primaries 
July 24 and he expects to see every 
voter in the precinct during his 
canvass tnd make known his views 
as to road work and other public 
improvements which come within 
the jurisdiction of the county com 
missioners’ court.

For a number of years Mr. Blum 
and his fam ily occupied a home 
on South First street in Temple but 
later moved to the farm near Oena- 
ville. He is experienced in road 
work and recently has been directing 
a force o f men on the highway be
tween Temple and Belton and east 
of Temple.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Ferguson Forum is authorized 

to announce the following candidates 
for the offices listed before* their 
names, subject to the action o f the 
democratic primaries to be held Sat
urday, July 24, 192 6:
For State Treasurer:

J. R. BALL, of Travis County. 
BULL COUNTY 

For County Assessor :
W . T. H A R R IS  
H . H . R A Y  
E . B . B R ID G E S

For County Judge:
O W E N  P . C A R P E N T E R  

For County Clerk.
JOE ALSUP
A. L . (R O Y ) M O N TE ITH  

For Commissioner, Precinct No. 3: 
w. m . McD o n a l d  
S. E . W H IT E  
W . F . BLjUM  J R .

For Constable, Precinct No. 5:
G. E. HAMBICK

K. K. K. EXPOSED
SENSATIONAL DISCLOSURES OF 

THE HOODED TERROR.
Everything about the K. K. K. told 

in a clear, fearless manner. Book 
tells all— how it started and was sup
pressed in 1871— The new Ku Klux 

. Klan, how organized, how members 
‘•are enrolled. Oath of the Klan, ques
tions for candidates. Creed. Objects 
of the order. Obedience, fidelity, 
pledge of loyalty. K. K. K. and Ma
sons. The Jews. The Catholics. The 
negro. Real K. of C. oath. The Ne
gro Klan, etc. Latest and most com 
plete book on the Klan published. 
Price $1.00 prepaid. Mailed in plain 
wrapper. Order now as this offer 
may be withdrawn at any time. Ad
dress: FF, Box 51, Medicine Mound, 
Texas.

Write

J. F. BROWN 
Beeville, Texas

If you want to buy a 
farm or ranch

Lawyer’s Directory
D A L L A S
Telephone X6258

MILLER & GODFREY
GENERAL CIVIL PRAACTICE

Suites 901-2-3-4 Mercantile Bank 
Building

DALLAS, TEXAS
Barry Miller, P. S. Godfrey, Wm. B. 
Miller, H. M. Kisten, J. P. Gross

LEE P. PIERSON
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW

Has moved his office to Dallas 
where he is associated with

PIERSON & PIERSON
508 Santa Fe Building 

DALLAS, TEXAS

Hotel Directory

H O U S T O N
“ THE BENDER”

Houston’s Popular Hotel, Rates $1.50 
and up. Excellent Cafe. Noonday 
lunch 50c. Dinner evenings $1.00. 

Dinner Sunday evenings $1.25 
J. E. DALEY, Manager

S A N  A N T O N I O

GUNTER HOTEL
Internationally Known 

Rates: $1.50 to $5.00 per day 
SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS

A U S T I N

Tbe DriskiU
EUROPEAN PLAN

Is tie  Motel
A T  AUSTIN
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Deserves Re-Election on Her Record
(Continued from P“>ge One)

of everything the farmer himself might have to say, and to every idea that 
he in his own behalf might set forth.

The truth of the whole matter is that it has come down to the point 
where the self respecting farmer can hardly stay on the job for the simple 
reason that he is held up to ridicule, criticism and as a kind of worthless mutt 
whose trials, difficulties and financial troubles are all due to his own mis
takes and inefficiency in the management of his business, when the whole 
bloomin’ world knows or ought to know that the farmer’s greatest trouble 
and hindrance to a prosperous condition lies in the tremendous difference in 
prices put on all the farmer has to sell and that demanded for all he has to 
buy.

But as 1 started out to tell you, the farmer is deluged with all sorts of 
advice and coming as it does from Tom, Dick and Harry we have before 
us just two things to be considered. What of this advice and what of those 
who give it? In the first place 1 am firmly of the opinion that it would 
take seventeen lawyers at least twenty years to figure out just what these 
gentlemen want or expect the farmer to do. As an example I might tell 
you that on the one hand they tell us that our troubles and financial losses 
are due to overproduction and that by all means we must at least reduce the 
cotton acreage and devote more time to the raising of feed stuff and to chick
ens, milch cows, hogs and things in that line. Concerning the first proposi
tion we will just say that the farmer starts out to follow this advice and 
thereby decrease production, but having reduced his acreage they tell us in 
the next breath to terrace the land, conserve the moisture, plant better seed 
and thereby grow more cotton on fewer acres. In other words it would ap
pear after all that these genial friends of the farmer want enough cotton to 
guarantee cheap prices and at the same time give the dear old farmer more 
time to raise all and more of the other stuff as above mentioned.

As for the chickens, hogs, milch cows, etc., that is all mighty nice to 
have around the premises and especially for home consumption, but in the 
light of past experience the farmer will hardly increase his holdings along 
this line. In other words if the farmer is to take any action at all in the mat
ter and is expected to look out for his own interest he might as well add to 
the above aggregation a few good hound dogs, a bunch of thoroughbred 
Rhode Island house cats and a coterie of long haired wild eyed Billy goats 
with a special disliking for those that butt into the farmers’ business.

But what of those who give all this free and unsolicited advice to the 
farmers and who are they? I’ll tell you who they are and there is little if 
any mistake about it. For the greater part they are those who regardless 
of all that is just and right, get all they can and can all the get. They are 
those who farm the farmer and pocket the proceeds of his toil. They are 
those who prate long and loud about law enforcement and then do as they 
please themselves. They are those who howl about the failure of the Fer
guson administration but never cite us to the facts and figures. They are 
those who on the street corners praise the Lord long and loud for his un
bounded mercy and forgiveness, but condemn the great hearted woman gov
ernor for pardoning some poor benighted mortal whose wife and babies are 
starving at home. They are those who if we are to believe their loud prat
ing and voluminous contributions to the papers have already elected their 
candidate for governor by a tremendous majority.

Yea, I am telling the world that they are those who are today handi
capping the agricultural interest of this country through their unsolicited 
and determined dictation to the farmer, and who seem to think that the 
farmer is such a colossal fool as to believe that he can better his condition 
by reducing his cotton acreage and then growing more cotton on fewer 
acres. Great scheme it is, but after all is said and all is heard the outstand
ing fact remains that the farmers of this country will have to work out their 
own salvation and to that end we cordially insist that some of these “ Help
ful Henrys’ ’ reduce their own crop o f high prices for the farmers’ neces
sities and help us secure a more profitable market for the chickens, the 
eggs, the butter, the pigs and other things we now raise before condemning 
and dooming the farmer to more cotton on fewer acres and more of every
thing else for lower prices.

In the meantime if they are at ajl interested in the welfare of the farm
er they should stop their blatant tomfoolery and vote for Ma Ferguson for 
governor. But whether they do so or not she will be re-elected by a tre
mendous majority and there will still be great rejoicing in the land of the 
free and the home of the brave.

Tye, Texas. W. H. CLARK,

J. A. Humphries, of Hockley
County, Offers for State 

Education Superintendent

Archer County Road Bonds 
Case Further Discussed by

Lawyer, From Cameron

To the People of Texas:
“ I hereby announce myself a can

didate for the office of State Super
intendent of Public Instruction.

“ In my judgment the greatest ser
vice that can be rendered the state is 
to properly and efficiently administer 
its school affairs. When Lamar pro
claimed ‘a cultivated mind is the 
guardian genius o f a dem ocracy’ he 
spoke wisely and wqll, ’and his ad
monitions have moved the interested 
teachers of Texas to press forward 
the cause; not at all times without 
interruption, but with substantial 
gains in the general program. In the 
near future I shall give to the peo
ple of Texas a more detailed program 
through the press and will support 
it from the platform. Suffice it to 
say in this preliminary announcement 
I am a Georgian by birth, a Texan 
by adoption. I have taught in the 
public schools twenty years, sixteen 
years in four o f the six places taught. 
W hile teaching- has been my chief 
profession, yet in the margin of my 
profession, I have served in both ap
pointive and elective places for eight 
years.

“ Of the 49 years of my life, I have 
lived 42 of them in Bell county; five 
in Hockley county where I now live, 
and where I am serving the school 
district as superintendent for  the

fourth year. I refer with pride to 
my old home and village in east Bell 
county— Oenaville, whore the strug
gles o f my early years were fought, 
and where in after years, in the con
flict o f political ambitions my homo 
people never failed me. I am glad 
also to mention that I am a graduate 
of the ‘Thomas Arnold,’ the suc
cessor to the old Salado college, at 
which place I was also a teacher in 
after years for three terms, and at 
which place I was also superintend
ent o f the public schools.

“ I hgve been inspector of schools 
and a member of the county board 
of examiners of Bell county and or 
Hockley county where I now live. 
For four years I was Justice o f the 
Peace in Temple, and served the same 
city and its precinct as county com 
missioner.

“ In this campaign for the high,and 
important office of State Superintend
ent o f Schools, I unreservedly refer 
to the people o f every town and pre
cinct in which I have ever lived. My 
hope o f success is based upon the 
loyalty of old friends, %pd the un
shaken confidence of the several 
thousand students whom I have 
taught, and the men and women who 
in the years gone by were classmates 
and schoolmates in the high schools, 
colleges and university of our state.

“ Politically, I am a democrat; re

ligiously, a Methodist; and socially, a 
teacher by example, rather than pre
cept. I trust in this announcement no 
one will question my democratic faith, 
for I have observed the rule o f pro
cedure in allowing the present en
cumbent the customory two terms, 
while he is lacking in the same dem o
cratic faith for the reason he is out
wardly opposing a high official for a 
second term while seeking for him 
self a third term.

“ Again, if I am elected state sup
erintendent, I shall use all the re
sources at my command in a free
handed discussion of the merits of 
books to be selected by the Text Booh 
Commission, but when outvoted by its 
members, I shall, in the true dem o
cratic why, bow to the time-honored 
adage that ‘everybody is smarter than 
anybody’— and thereby relieve the 
state of unwarranted litigation and 
the expense of useless delays.

“ I shall, if elected, accept one de
cision o f the courts as final on mat
ters o f construction of the law should 
I be at variance with the members of 
the text book commission. I desire 
in fact, to be influenced by the pa
triotic side of education rather than 
the material.

“ In conclusion, this year promises 
some interesting campaign policies, 
but none of more importance than 
those that involve the management 
of the program for the school chil
dren of Texas. I shall at the proper 
time, as before mentioned, issue a 
public statement at length, and will, 
aided by my wife, also a teacher of 
seven years service, and supported by 
a daughter now in high school, get 
our platform and policies before the 
interested school folk  of the state 

“ J. A. HUM PHRIES.”

By W. A. Morrison, Cameron, Texas 
In an issue o f the Dallas News of 

January' 15, 1926, I volunteered to o f
fer some observations upon the de
cision o f the United States Supreme 
Court in the case mentioned, and 
volunteered the hazardous position of 
prophet to the effect that that opin
ion would be permitted to stand; and 
as that prediction has been verified, 
and as the question is still being dis
cussed in the public' press, I am in
clined to the notion that it should be 
publicly discussed, but that in the 
discussion, both sides of the question 
should be presented, and my return 
to the discussion o f the question -is 
actuated in some extent by the re
collection o f a declaration found in 
the call for the convention at San 
Felipe de Austin in October, 1832, in 
which it was said:

“A devotion to written consti
tutions and a strict adherence to 
their literal interpretation has 
been one of the most distinguish
ing political characteristics of all 
Anglo-Americans.”

Indubitably that declaration at 
that time was pertinent and appro
priate. Wether or not it could be so 
truthfully said at the present moment 
is quite another question. The high
born, elegant, accomplished and phi
losophic young Frenchman, De 
Tocqueville,' in his visit to the United 
States in 1832, while General Jack- 
son was president, prepared the ma
terial and gave to the world, by his 
studies and observation of constitu
tional government on this continent, 
the most profound, inciseive and 
clearcut analysis o f the theory and 
fundamental principles o f the Consti
tution of United States that, in my 
humble judgment, has ever yet been 
offered by the students, philosophic 
and otherwise, o f that most stupen
dous charter of humon liberty. He 
said that in his wide travels over the 
United States, he found the people, 
the common, as well as educated ones 
so well versed in the theory o f con
stitutional government, that the com 
monest man with whom he conversed 
cbulcjl tell him instantly whether a 
certain political question involved a 
question pf national legislation or of 
state legislation.

I am very much afraid that the 
public intelligence upon such ques
tions at this day is inferior to that of 
nearly' one hundred years ago. It 
would be useless to undertake to give 
all of the reasons o f the existing con
dition. One broad one might suffice. 
They are not discussed, talked about 
and made the live issues now as they 
were then, and this is but another 
way of finding an excuse for saying 
that eternal vigilance is the price of 
liberty.

There are so many questions under 
the complex civilization of the hour 
and so many and such enormous f i 
nancial undertakings and enterprises 
whose ultimate object is the accum u
lation o f wealth, that abstract prin
ciples of right and wrong and con- 
overlooked and overridden. Every
thing is pitched upon the gratification 
of present desires. Therefore, in or
der .that constitutional .government 
shall not perish from  the earth, it is 
important that the people should 
again be advised, and renew their 
faith and their allegiance to the im
mortal principles established by thei!r 
fathers in, as we are prone to think, 
a less enlightened age. than the red 
glare o f the present.

In the first Constitution of the R e 
public o f Texas, adopted at the old 
town of Washington on the 17th of 
March, 183 6, in Section 7 thereof, it 
was provided:

“No citizen shall be deprived 
o f privileges, outlawed, exiled, or 
in any manner disfranchised, ex
cept by due course o f the law of 
the land.”

It will be said that this declaration 
was but a crystallization o f the great 
principle wrung by the Barons from  
King John after the battle of Runny- 
mede. But it suffices to show that on 
this far away rim of civilization the 
Anglo-Saxon had not forgotten his 
ancient notions of liberty’ and the just 
powers o f governments, as well as 
their duties. The principle there an
nounced was kept in mind, cultivated 
and cherished by the citizens of the 
Republic of Texas, as is evidenced by 
Section 16 o f the Constitution adopted 
at Austin on the 27th day of August, 
1845, wherein it was provided:

“ No citizen o f this state shall 
be deprived of life, liberty, prop
erty or privileges, outlawed, ex
iled, or in any manner disfran
chised, except by due course of 
the law of the land.”

It will be seen that this last con
stitution extended the rights o f  the 
individual, and for the first time the 
subject o f property was brought fo r 
ward as well as life and liberty. These 
three subjects being then an extension 
of the guaranties in the Constitution 
of 183 6,' therefore, it will be seen 
that the principle had been advocat
ed had been discouraged and the pub
lic sconscience awakened; otherwose 
there yvould have been no enlarge
ment of the guaranties provided.

The next Constitution of 1875 as 
to that particular section was a lit
eral readoption o f the provisions of 
1845, and no progress was made from 
1845 to 1875 as far as the subjects of 
constitutional immunities were con
cerned, and there does not seem to 
have been any enlargement, of the 
subjects, because I believe no amend
ment of that section of the constitu
tion has been offered, and at least 
none adopted since that time. The 
vast and complex interests of these 
times have found encouragement, 
support and existence in Texas under 
the benign influence of these salu
tary principles; but many assaults 
have been made upon them, and in 
many instances they have been ig
nored, overlooked and overridden. 
Under our system of government, the 
courts are the guardians of these sa
cred rights, but as eternal vigilance 
is the price of liberty; it is not amiss 
to return upon any pretext, or upon, 
none, to these eternal principles of

human governments, and it should be 
done becase, as we have recently seen, 
our courts have misconstrued, m is
conceived, denied and ignored these 
great principles of which they are 
special guardians, and it should also 
be done because “a devotion to w rit
ten constitutions' and a strict adher
ence to their literal interpretation has 
been one of the most distinguishing 
political characteristics o f all Anglo- 
Americans.”

Whenever an assault has been 
made upon any of these principles 
and has succeeded for a time, finally 
the day of reckoning comes and then 
we have loud complaints and cries of 
repudiation; this but reminds me of 
Dr. Johnson’s celebrated and caustic 
quip when he said: “No rogue ever 
felt the halter draw with good opin
ion of the law.”

As said before, the 14th amend
ment was but a reiteration o f the 
principles o f  government long cher
ished by Anglo-Saxon peoples before 
the adoption o f that amendment. 
That amendment only accorded to the 
federal government the right to en
force those principles when and if 
they should be ignored by any of the 
several states. Instead of diminishing 
the rights by giving him another and 
an additional method and means of 
enforcing them. The federal govern
ment for the first time stretched out 
its strong arm and said to the several 
states: “ Even though you desire to
deny, ,or shall attempt to deny to your 
citizens any of these great individual 
guaranties, yet, because your citizens 
at the same time are also citizens of 
this republic, you shall not do so.”

It seems to be contended by some 
who have expressed their opinion up
on the Archer county case, that since 
they /were unable to convince the Su
preme court o f the United States that .̂ 
it had made a mistake in making 
what we had contended at the first 
was a correct decision of the question 
at hand, that yet the effects of such 
opinion may be escaped, destroyed or 
evaded because of som e'technical ob
jections that may be urged against 
those who have been favorably a f
fected by such decision. This is a 
strange doctrine. It is a peculiar way 
to express adherence to constitutional 
government. It is likely to produce 
the suggestion that it is more in the 
way o f an evasion than an argument. 
If the individual has a constitutional 
right that guarantees him in the en
joyment of his property, yet if you 
take it or invade it in defiance of 
those rights, when you have once 
placed your hands upon it or unlaw
fully wrested it from  his possession, 
you can turn to him and say: “Be
cause I have acquired it, you have 
lost your right to dispute my invasion 
of it.” No honest mind, when con
sciously summoned to the considera
tion o f the proposition, can give its 
assent to the conclusion sought to be 
thus established.

The philosophy o f Montesquieu had 
a controlling influence upon the for 
mation, recognition and establishment 
of the correct principles of our na
tional constitution, and the same in
fluence paved the way for the French 
revolution, and brought the proud 
neck o f Louis X V I and the lovely 
Marie Antoinette under the descend
ing blade o f the guillotine, and de
stroyed absolutism in France. A n
other great Frenchman, as before 
suggested, gave to the French people 
and not particularly intended for the 

'Am erican people, a greater treatise, 
exposition and analysis o f the prin
ciples o f our own constitution than 
any other person.

The constitution of the United 
States was the work o f young men. 
The average age o f the members of 
that convention wa,s less than 40 
years. General Washington was 55 
years of age, and_ Benjamin Franklin 
81, and they were the only two per
sons in that convention who were 
older than 43 years. That instru
ment was not a great instrument sim
ply because we call it great, but it 
was great because it was founded up
on the soundest philosophy and the 
new doctrine o f the rights of the in
dividual as against the masses. The 
old Romans had a notion that the 
voice of the people was the voice of 
God, but that fallacy overlooked the 
natural rights of the individual to 
life, liberty and the pursuit of hap
piness, and that principle was the 
main difference between our form  of 
government and all other forms of 
government that had flourished and 
failed in the vast tides o f time that 
had preceded. Our forefathers es
tablished a form  of government as 
philosophically correct, and almost as 
incapable of being disproved as the 
truths of Euclid’s geometry. No wiser 
man appeared in the Confederate gov
ernment than Alexander Stephens, 
and he said: “ Times change and men 
change with them, but principles 
never.”

The principles o f  government em 
bodied in.the second sentence o f Sec
tion One of the 14th Amendment to 
the Constitution o f the United States, 
and recognized as well, if not better, 
in our own constitutions long prior 
to the adoption o f the 14th Am end
m ent are as lasting as human reason, 
but unless these principles a?:e dis
cussed and made known so that they 
may be recognized by all the people, 
and they are enabled to comprehend 
them as in the age when De Tocque
ville visited among us, then they are 
likely to be forgotten, ignored and 
lost, because everybody is entrust
ing the advocacy and promulgation of 
those principles to somebody else.

I have the greatest confidence in 
both the wisdom and integrity of our 
courts, but we have seen right here 
in Texas that our courts have over
looked, ignored or disregarded one 
of the fundamental principles em
bodied in both the state and national 
constitutions, that is, the rights of 
the individual. If those principles 
are not kept in view and cherished 
by the multitude, even the special 
guardians will overlook or forget 
them.

Let us see, then, what principle it 
is involved in this Archer county 
road bond case. Our own constitu
tion as well as the federal constitu
tion had specifically provided that no 
man should be deprived of life, lib
erty or property except by due pro
cess of law. The constitution of our

state as well as the road bond legis
lation in reference to it, had provided 
for what was termed a “ defined dis
trict,” and by that provision it was 
meant a certain number o f individu
als could lay o ff and designate a cer
tain district which by their votes 
would be created into a corporation 
which would have authority to issue 
bonds and levy a tax in payment 
therefor. Plainly and palpably this 
was not a legisative designation of* a 
taxing district, and, therefore, was 
not due process o f law, because the 
legislative power to constitute due 
process of law must be exercised in 
the creation of these districts. This 
being a representative form  o f gov
ernment, the individual would be 
bound by the act of the legislature, 
because he would be represented 
therein by a person for whom he had 
had an opportunity to vote, and this 
constitutes representative government 
as contemplated by the Constitution 
of the United States and our own, 
in contradiction to a pure democracy 
as represented in the Roman philoso
phy where the rights o f the individu
al must always yield to the majority.

Our government was form ed upon 
the theory of a government o f laws 
and not o f men, and that the funda
mental rights of the individual could 
not be denied him, even by a majority 
of all but one. Any other theory of 
government is not a representative 
democracy, and in the nature of 
things cannot be. There can be no 
moral sanction to the doctrine that 
one hundred of my neighbors have a 
right to deprive me of my life, my 
liberty or my property, except by due 
process of the law of the land. To 
think otherwise is to leave out o f view 
the fundamental concept o f all m or
ality and all representative dem oc
racy. To creat a “ defined district” 
by the votes of interested persons by 
which you tax someone’s property 
over his objection, is as immoral as 
it is unlawful, simply because you 
have the majority with which to do 
it. You might as well deny him the 
right of bail, the right o f a speedy 
public trial or the right to enjoy the 
fruits of his industry, or any other 
inherent and fundamental right as 
you have without due process o f law 
to lay a burden upon him, even 
though it be only a pecuniary burden 
and to the advantage of everyone in 
the district except him. His rights 
are supreme, fundamental and as 
eternal as the laws o f nature. They 
ought not and they cannot be ignored 
or destroyed without destroying the 
fundamental notion o f all morals and 
our own government. To hold other
wise is to confess a lack of constitu
tional morality.

Constitutional morality is a term 
borrowed from  Mr. Beck ’s treatise on 
the American Constitution and signi
fies a lack of interest in, a. com pre
hension of and utter disregard o f the 
fundamental concepts o f the consti
tution itself. In that sense it is as 
immoral to ignore the constitution as 
it is to ignore the Ten Command
ments.

Not long since f  I heard a distin
guished divine say from  the pulpit, 
in speaking of the Ten Command
ments, that if there should be called 
a congress of the intelligentia of the 
world and that congress given un
limited time, it would find it im pos
sible to promulgate a new moral law. 
So likewise, in my humble judgment, 
if you -were to call a congress o f the 
intelligentia of Texas, they could not 
form or promulgate a new law that 
would make an act constitutional 
when it is clearly not so, and having 
been declared unconstitutional by the 
highest authority that can pass on 
the the subject, the mere statement 
of the proposition itself is conclusive, 
even when it is disassociated with any 
concept o f authority. So likewise, it 
would be just as impossible for the 
legislature of the state of Texas to 
make an act constitutional which is 
obviously unconstitutional, as it would 
be for  the legislature to set aside the 
entire constitution, and adopt a new 
one. \

It is now proposed to 'm a k e  that 
lawful which was unlawful in its in- 
cipiency; to say to this individlual, 
or any number of individuals, at least 
to those who voted against the meas
ure, that we will devise some plan by 
which we can defeat your constitu
tional right and make that now law
ful which was unlawful when it was 
done. We levied a tax upon your 
property in violation of the constitu
tion. W e now say even though it was 
unlawful then, yet after the com m is
sion of this act, we will now make it 
lawful, and thus do to you indirectly 
that which we had no authority to 
do directly. To suggest the question 
is the vilest constitutional immorality. 
Every citizen should be as zealous to 
preserve the constitutional rights of 
himself and o f every other citizen as 
he is to preserve his own life or his 
own property. In the eyes of the con 
stitution, one is as sacred as the 
other.

But it will be said this is repudia
tion and that the very idea of repu
diation is detested by honorable men. 
That is true. But you must either 
repudiate the constitution or repudi
ate the debt. Upon that theory a 
constitutional government, instead of 
being an instrument to preserve the 
rights of the individual, becomes one 
for his undoing, and thereby the con
stitution becomes but sounding brass 
and tinkling cymbal. The first wrong 
that was done to the individual over 
his protest can be no justification for 
doing him another wrong in attempt
ing to ratify the wrong first com 
mitted. To evade the constitution, 
to ignore it, or to defeat its purpose, 
is a greater crime than the repudia
tion of all the unlawful debts in the 
world.

The purchasers of these bonds were 
warned in advance and the doctrine 
o f caveat emptor applies. The fact 
that these bonds were being unlaw
fully issued was obvious to any man 
who pretended any knowledge of the 
constitution. To now say that this 
individual, who objected, who pro
tested, and who voted against that 
proposition and did all in his power 
to prevent the infliction o f the injury 
upon himself can be held up and 
punished for something that he 
neither encouraged nor profited by, 
,but protested against, is as unjust 
as it is immoral.

You may talk about repudiation, 
as odious as that charge may be, yet 
it cannot be as odious to repudiate a 
bad debt as it is to repudiate a good 
constitution. But be that as it may, 
repudiation has no application to an 
unlawful debt. If the debt has been 
created or contracted in violation of 
constitutional law, there can be no 
moral obligation to discharge the

debt except on the part o f those who 
aided and encouraged the creation of 
it, and if their moral integrity is as 
lofty as’ their constitutional m oral
ity should be, then they may volun- 
not do so by the sacrifice o f their 
constitutional morality.

In the formation o f our national 
constitution, we obtained much of 
our inspiration from  a European 
philosopher, and from  the proceed- 
the Italian dictator, we are under the 
double duty to preserve our consti
tutions for our own salvation and also 
that we may repay to Europe by our 
example the debt of gratitude we owe 
her in the 20th Century for what we 
obtained from  her in the 18th.

The foregoing remarks have been 
directed to the point as to whether 
or not the bonds that have been is
sued unlawfully in the light o f the 
opinion o f the Supreme Court of the 
United States on the constitutional 
questions involved in that case ought 
to be paid, or the burden o f them 
placed upon those pèrsons who were 
not responsible for the creation o f the 
unlawful debt. W e propose now to 
discuss briefly the question as t>o 
whether or not there is any power, 
constitutional or legislative, residing 
in either the people or the legislature, 
to impose the burden upon those per
sons who were not responsible for the 
creation of the unlawful obligations 
in question.

A great deal has been said about 
the number o f bonds that are out
standing and that they are all made 
questionable by the decision o f the 
Supreme Court of the United States, 
and, therefore, the people of Texas 
ought to take some steps to validate 
these bonds and to remove the con
dition of doubtful validity which it is 
now claimed is invalidating or de
preciating the value of all o f  such 
bonds. This fallacy is done more for 
the purpose of argument to create the 
impression that all these bonds ought 
to be validated; whereas, in truth and 
in fact, the validity of only a small 
portion of the bonds has been affected 
by the decision in the Archer county 
case.

Indubitably, those bonds which 
were issued by a district lawfully cre
ated by the legislature are in no
wise affected, and only the bonds that 
have been issued by what is known 
as a “ defined district” are in question. 
This is the only kind of district that 
was involved in the Archer county 
case, and this was the only kind of 
district held unlawful by the Supreme 
Court, but by implication that opin
ion holds valid the bonds issued by 
all other districts, that is, by districts 
created directly by the legislature, or 
under its specific authority, such as 
justices’ districts, commissioners’ dis
tricts and entire counties. No ques
tion has been raised as 'to the va
lidity of such districts and there is 
not question about their validity, be
cause in creating such districts by the 
legislature, due process o f law was 
observed, and the only question a f
fecting any of such bonds is the one 
affecting those issued by the so-called 
“ defined district,” and the validity 
of that kind o f district was denied for 
the simple reason that it was not a 
legislative district and was not cre
ated by due process of law. Because 
of the special character of the dis
trict, no legislation was passed at that 
time affording an opportunity to a 
person who objected, to being heard 
in the creation o f such district, and 
it was not due process of law for that 
reason.

So none of the bonds issued by such 
character of district are now valid, 
nor can they, in my opinion, ever be 
made valid, and that arises by other 
constitutional provisions which it 
might be well to consider in reference 
to that question.

Section 53 or Article 3 o f the Tex
as Constitution reads as follows:

“ The legislature shall have no 
power to grant, or to authorize 
any county or municipal author
ity to grant, any extra com pen
sation, fee or allowance to /a 
public officer, agent, servant or 
contractor after service has been 
rendered or a contract has been 
entered into, and performed in 
whole or in part; nor pay nor au
thorize the payment of, any claim 
created against any county or 
municipality o f the state, under 
any agreement or contract, made 
without ^authority o f  law.”

These bonds issued by the “ defined 
district” were 'made without authority 
of law because of the constitutional 
provisions heretofore referred to and 
because the Supreme Court of the 
United States has construed the 14th 
Amendment as prohibiting the issu
ance of such. There can be no ques
tion, then, that the bonds o f these 
“ defined districts”  were made and 
issued without authority of law. So 
then the legislature cannot possibly 
have t’he authority to validate à con
tract when the power has been ex
pressly denied by express terms o f 
the constitution.

Not only is the authority expressly 
denied by Section 53 o f Article 3 
above quoted, but also by Section 16 
or Article 1 o f the Constitution which 
reads as follows:

“No bill o f attainder, ex post 
facts law, retroactive law, or any 
law impairing the obligation o f 
contracts shall be made.”

If the legislature is denied the 
power to pass an ex post facto law, 
it seems that it would be a difficult 
matter to pass a law that would make 
valid the issuance o f these bonds by 
these “ defined districts” long after 
the creation o f the obligation. I f  the 
law under which the proposed obli
gations were issued was invalid at the 
time of the making o f the obligation, 
it is a little difficult to see by what 
process o f sound reasoning the con
clusion could be reached that it could 
afterwards be made valid by an act 
of the legislature, when our own con
stitution has specifically denied such 
power. The only thing that could be 
hoped from  the legislature would be 
that it would so obscure and entangle 
the question that it would become 
necessary to make another trip to the 
Supreme Court o f the United States; 
and that in the meantime a few  more 
years of interest might be collected 
on unlawful and void obligations.

Miners Burned in Blast.
Paris, Arkansas, May 4.— An ex

plosion which wrecked the Jewel coal 
mine, one mile north o f here, about 
10 o ’clock this morning, seriously 
burned four miners, among them the 
superintendent o f the mine George 
Colbille o f Paris.

/ f
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Answers Dan’s Plea for Support.
Following is a carbon copy of a 

letter addressed by J. S. Bracewell 
of Houston, to Dan Moody. This 
copy has been furnished the Forum 
by t̂s author:

“ Houston, Texas, April 17, 1926.
“ Hon. Dan Moody, Austin, Texas.
“ Dear Mr. M oody:— I have yoUr 

letter o f yesterday relative to your 
campaign for Governor. Having 
loyally supported you in your cam
paign for Attorney General, it is 
with a feeling of regret that I ad
vise you that I cannot support you 
in your campaign for  Governor, but 
will be constrained to actively op
pose your candidacy. This opposi
tion will not be based upon any 
criticism of your conduct o f the 
Attorney Geenral’s office. W hile I 
thought the road suits which you 
filed were hasty and ill-advised, the 
whole facts are not sufficiently de
veloped to enable a person not thor
oughly familiar with all the facts 
to pass proper judgment upon them. 
If the suits were justified and your 
allegations true, it would seem to 
have been a big mistake to agree to 
the compromise settlement with the 
American Road company.

“ But even if the road suits were 
justified and the agreed settlement 
wise and proper, still that would 
not be sufficient to deny Mrs. Fer
guson a second term when her ad
ministration has been otherwise 
beneficial. She was only charged 
with due care o f appointing the 
Highway Commissioners and nobody 
at the time the appointments were 
made criticized her, and I do not 
think even now anyone charges that 
the appointments were not made in 
absolute good faith, and my recol
lection is, that they were approved 
by the Senate almost without dià- 
sent. Your contention that she 
should not be re-elected because 
she takes the advice of her husband, 
in my judgment is without merit, 
unless it be shown that she has been 
ill-advised and accepted such ad
vice without weighing it with the 
care which her official position re
quired. Any person with such grave 
official responsibilities who w'ould 
not seek advice in their discharge, 
would be unfit for the office. It 
seems to me that it would be safer 
to have a Governor follow  the ad
vice of his or her spouse who had 
every reason in the world to forestall 
and avoid mistakes than some cam 
paign manager or other political 
ally to whom they were under great 
obligation.

“ Had you sought the advice of 
your friends in Houston, I do not 
believe you would ever have enter
ed this race. Those who are shout
ing loudest now were standing mute 
when you were prosecuting your 
cases against the klan in Williamson 
county and making your campaign 
for  attorney general. Your recent 
experience at the auditorium in 
Houston foreshadows your increasing
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nil I P —i i ■ Insertion. Minimum 
l l f l  I I» charge 50c.
Initials and each group of figures 
count as one word. Short lines 
seven words— Capitals double.

embarrassment throughout the cam 
paign.

“ If you can organize those who 
were your enemies two years ago 
and win against those who elected 
you attorney general, it will, in my 
judgment, be a victory without 
parallel in political annals.

“ Yours sincerely,
“ J. S. BRACEW ELL, ”

Moody With Wrong Bunch.
Editor Forum :— I hear so much 

fuss about Moody as a candidate 
against Ma Ferguson I would like 
for some o f those Moody men to 
tell me what has Moody done that 
has run them so crazy. Or is it what 
he says he is going to do?

I sure do like to see a man be 
honest but I would much rather 
he would let other folks tell me 
about it, than for him to tell me. 
I voted for  Moody in all three 
elections in 1924 while I voted for 
Ma only when she and Butte were 
on the ticket, she being the only 
democrat on the ticket for  gover
nor. As it stands now I will start 
in the primary for Ma and I will 
consider my ticket in a similar light 
as then. Lynch is the same as out 
now and that leaves Ma and Moody.

I f  Moody had asked for the same 
office he now holds I would have 
voted for him as I did in 1924, but 
my opinion is that Moody has been 
influenced by the wrong bunch and 
there are big bunches of voters in 
Angelina county who think as I do.

JASPER F. JONES.
Burke, Texas.

GET PRICES on your complete house 
bills direct from  the mill. C. Shank, 

W inona Texas. 4-2 9-10

FO R SALE:— Fox and w olf hound 
pups. Missouri, Hudspeth stock. 

A. A. Rice, Rokte 2, Elgin, Texas.
5-6-2

FO R SALE— 3,000 acre ranch, eigh
teen miles west o f Austin; 400 till

able; 200 acres pecan bottom ; five 
miles river front. Tools and stock in
cluded for $33,000, cash or terms. 
Tom Hughes, 4215 Avenue H, Austin, 
Texas. 4-15-5.

EGGS FO R SETTING— Eggs from 
Single Comb White Leghorns of 

noted egg laying strain at $1.00 per 
setting, Address J. D. Burns, Route 
4, Holland, Texas. 2-25-t

PLEASANT ROOT easily, inexpens
ively overcomes any tobacco or 

snuff habit. Send address. W. F. 
Stokes, Mohawk, Florida. 5-6-3

ABSTRACTS Prepared, Copied and 
Examined on Lands in any county 

in Texas. Also loans, appraisals and 
information. Statewide service. Get 
your title in condition before the big 
Texas boom and be ready. Associated 
Abstractors o f Texas, Austin, Texas.

2-25-t

PRIZE-W INNING Light Brahma eggs 
for hatching; 15'$1; 50 $3; 100 $5. 

J. K. Morgan, Route 2, Rule, Texas.
5-6-1

100 ENVELOPES and 200 5 1-2 bj 
8 1-2 Note or Lettersheeta, printed 

with your name and address and post
paid to you, $1.00. Send $1.00 for 
one years subscription to our farm 
and home journal and 25 cents extra 
to pay postage and get a trial box 
of stationery free. Send cash with 
order to Fletcher’s Farming, Hondo; 
Texas. If you prefer, send two dol
lars and get both Farming and the 
Forum for a whole year without the 
Stationery.

PORTO RICO, NANCY HALL, P o
tato plants, 500, $1.75; 1,000, $3.00 

Tomato plants, all varieties, 300, 75c; 
500, $1.00; 1,000, $1.75. Pepper
plants, 100, 50 c; 500, $1.50; 1,000, 
$2.50. Postpaid. Culver Plant Go., 
Mt. Pleasant, Texas. 4-15-3

BABY CHICKS— $100.00 per 1000 
All m y catalogue prices reduced 

one-third in May and June. I am the 
only poultry man in the South that 
ever went to England for  Poultry. In 
1923, I returned with the largest ship
ment o f English White Leghorns ever 
brought to America. I  have paid 
more for my foundation stock than 
any poultryman in the United States 
The strain that I have has won in 
more egg laying contests in 1924-1925 
than any other strain. W rite for cata- 
lague. The Original, the Oldest John
son Poultry Ranch in Texas. W olfe 
City, Texas. 5-6-t

Commends Governor’s Course 
Editor F orum :— The Governor is 

pre-eminently right and correct in 
not calling a special session of the 
legislature presumably to correct or 
validate county road bonds. There 
is not an honest man in Texas and 
but a few  out o f Texas that be
lieves that Texas or any county or 
district would think for  one minute 
o f repudiating th e ir , honest obliga
tions. I f the* bonds are illegal and 
the counties have obtained money 
on them why just pay them as they 
become due, just like you would 
pay any other debt and if the coun
ties or districts have not drawn 
money on said bonds just surrender 
them and rest easy till the legis
lature meets in regular session and 
possibly by that time some of the 
solons can think of some safe and 
sane way out of the mess. W ho got 
us into the mess anyway? Nobody 
but cheap politicians started this 
bond scare. They are so anxious to 
get to Austin to blow o ff a little 
cheap gas that they would question 
the constitutionality o f the fifth 
point on the Lone Star. I f the 
legislature should convene and at
tempt to validate the bonds in ques
tion, Dan Moody would rule them 
out. for it seems it is his scheme 
to contiually throw wrenches in the 
highway cog wheels from  one end 
of the state to the other. He don’t 
seem to care how much it costs 'the 
state nor how long the people have 
to wait for  good roads. They just 
must be thrown in the cog for re
member Dan is in the saddle and 
wants to ride deep. A good way 
out of this bond trouble right now 
is for the county judges to notify 
the bond holders that the bonds wTill 
be paid o ff as they become due, 
whether they are good, valid or in
valid. That is honest and fair to 
all. W ho says no, do you Dan ?
Let the Governor alone she will 
look out for Texas and its honor. 
She has so far, and the people are 
doing well except those who are 
suffering with gas.

Three years hence if the people 
will stand by Mrs. Ferguson we 
will have more roads and better 
roads than any state in the union 
and more schools and better schools 
than we ever had; more money on 
hand to spend in the right way 
than we ever had; we will have 
more corn, cotton, sugar cane, syrup, 
rice, potatoes and a better lot of 
mules, horses, wagons. Her hus
band did the same thing in the 
two and a half years he was gover
nor and with his wisdom and man
agement Mrs. Ferguson can and 
will do the same if Dan does not 
rule it unconstitutional.

Poor Dan, he is the first attorney 
general on record who apparently 
wanted to be attorney geenral, Gov
ernor, Land commissioner, Railroad 
commissioner, Highway commissioner 
and all. In plain words he makes 
us think that he wants to be the 
whole thing. Poor. Dan, it is too 
bad but he will be a poor third in 
the race for  governor with all the

“WORLDS OF GOOD”
Texas Lady Says That, When 

She Was Run Down, Cardui 
Built Her Up.

Tyler, Texas.— Around this city, in 
Smith county, has grown up one of 
the largest rose-growing centers in 
the country. The leading rose-grower 
of_ the district is Mr. M. S. Sham- 
burger. Recently a visitor to the 
Shamburger nursery met Mrs. M. S. 
Shamburger and received from  her 
the follow ing statement about her ex
perience with Cardui, the well known 
woman’s tonic.

“ Cardui is a  splendid tonic,”  said 
Mrs. Shamburger. “ I took it first 
when I was a girl. I was weakly and 
thin— had no strength and was not 
able to do much. Upon the advice of 
friends, I got Cardui and took it. It 
did me worlds o f good.”

At a later time, Mrs. Shamburger 
said, she again had cause to take 
Cardui.

“ My health was not good,”  she said. 
“ I got run-down. I got very low in 
health and needed a tonic to build 
me up. Having taken Cardui before 
with such good results, I decided to 
take it again. I took several bottles 
and in a short time I was feeling fine 
It seemed to build me up and to give 
me strength.

“ I have taken Canjlui at several 
different times since then and it a l
ways has done me good.”

Cardui is for sale by all good drug
gists. Ask for it today.

push that Tom Love and O. B. Col
quitt may be able to give him. Dan 
is now getting the same help and 
encouragement from  the same 
source that I predicted he would get 
it last fall, when he began roaring 
and pawing the earth at the high
way commission.! One thing sure 
he will not fool the Ferguson sup
porters again nor will he swing into 
office on Jim Ferguson’s coattail 
again: Mrs. Ferguson will start the 
race with 300,000 faithful souls who 
are as bold as Gideon’s Army and 
will never retreat till they rout the 
spendthrift and seat Mrs. Ferguson 
securely again in the governor’s 
chair for another two years on July 
24th.

Some few say if we will elect a 
new governor maybe we will have 
peace, but such is not the case. 
Such people ought to get right them
selves, for  there are too many Fer
guson supporters to bow to such a 
dissatisfied few. Give us the one that 
the great majority wants and that is 
Mrs. Ma F?*rguson, our present faith
ful and merciful governor.

H. D. WELCH. 
Somerville, Texas.

W ill E lect Mrs. Ferguson Again. 
Editor Forum :

About two weeks ago there ap
peared in Collier’s Weekly, a paper 
published in New York, one of the 
vilest, cowardliest cartoons and edi
torials ever published in any paper. 
It was an editorial and cartoon on 
the Ferguson administration here in 
Texas. It was a slur and insult to 
every good woman in* Texas. Every 
Texan who has an ounce o f respect 
for womanhood will resent this car
toon. It must have been inspired by 
a ku klux and drawn by an imperial 
wizard.

It had the Ku Klux mark for the 
man who wrote the editorial was 
ashamed and afraid to sign his name 
to it. I could not do much about it, 
but I have written to those birds to 
stop the magazine at once.

First and foremost if we want a 
woman governor here in Texas it is 
not any business of the editors of 
Collier’s W eekly up in New York. 
Also that gang will find out that 
they can not tell us who to elect 
for governor for we are going to 
elect Mrs. Ferguson again.

J. E. FITZGERALD. 
Stephenville, Texas.

ousting the K. K .’s. Dan can’t see 
afar off— it’s just the blind .leading 
the blind and of course they wall all 
fall into the ditch. Dan laid his
foundation on the sand and his build
ing can not stand. Of course we 
all know just who skinned that 
bunch of K. K .’s. It w-as the H on
orable James E. Ferguson and what 
few hides were left whole he will 
finish that job on the 2 4th o f July 
next.

I don’t see how any Bible reader 
can vote against Mrs. Ferguson and 
especially we mothers. I know that 
God’s hand is leading her. She is 
so merciful, now that is the spirit 
of our Savior. He, too, said fo r 
give not only seven times but seventy 
times seven. She is a good Samari
tan; she is our neighbor though she 
be miles away. If she gets a fair 
count she can’t be overthrown. Here’s 
to the Moody bunch— don’t bite the 
hand that’s feeding you. W e have 
a good Pa and if you ask him for 
bread he won’t hand you a stone.

Mr. Ferguson we want you to 
come to Brady and make a speech. 
Don’t fail. You will have a good 
crowd.

As ever your friend and supporte:-,
• MRS. J. M. SLAUGHTER.

Pear Valley, Texas.

Sees God’s Answer to Prayers.
Editor F orum :— I read in your 

last paper Mr. Jno. C. Gunn’s letter 
in answer to Mr. Rogers on pardon
ing convicts. I have always heard 
it said you could, not tell what a 
juror would do arid the more I see 
of it the more I believe it. It de
pends on the court and the man to 
be tried. I f it is a rich man he 
goes free, if a poor man the county 
attorney will make some three or 
four cases out of one and give him 
the same in every case and let them 
all run together, so the man has 
but the one case to put up in prison. 
The state pays for all the cases and 
then in many cases after they are 
gone here comes a petition signed 
by the judge, prosecuting attorney 
and twelve jurors to Mother to par
don this poor man.

You church people who believe 
in God and prayers, do you know 
that God ' hears these prayers of 
these poor people? Many of them 
innocent and others who have re
pented deep down in their hearts 
and asked God for mercy, who knows 
all things— don’t you know it is 
God’s own w ill? I believe it was 
these prayers that God heard and 
God in Heaven gave us a tender
hearted loving mother, who could 
see justice and give the poor ones 
justice. I read her speech to the 
prisoners. I know her feelings and 
I know she has God’s help, and will 
go on pardoning them until she has 
every deserving man out.

I see the K. K. K. rally at Tem
ple was drowned out, also the same 
thing happened at Fort W orth two 
years ago. In another place I see 
that they claim that Jim had God’s 
help in the prison farms. So it looks 
£ood that Jim and God can work 
together om th e farms and God will 
send lightrfing and rains on the 
K. K. K. gatherings.

Mother go on with your pardons, 
it is God’s will and we give you 
one hundred thousand majority be
fore and now we expect to give 
two hundred thousand this time.

JNO. WOOLDRIDGE,
Box 555, Childress, Texas.

Gives Governor Praise.
Editor Forum :— I have just read 

in the News of your visit to the 
penitentiary. The love and respect 
you showed to the unfortunate pris
oners leads me to know you are a 
Christian. You have showed a good 
spirit and the God in Heaven knows 
your good deeds, your kindness, your 
love for humanity is very great. I 
have never seen you and I may never 
see you but I solemnly believe we 
will meet togehter in Heaven. A 
Christian like I think you are shall 
always have my support, you can 
feel assured that a good deed is 
never forgotten. To read your good 
talk you made to these poor pris
oners caused me to shed tears, dear 
lady, I will al\yays remember you, 
you are the right one for our Gover
nor, one that has some sympathy 
for humanity. W e all read in the 
Bible where it says “ Thou shalt not 
kill.”  He that kills is in danger of 
the judgment. W e will have enough 
brought up against us any way when 
we are trying to do right.

May God bless you and your dear 
husband is my prayer. I ask for 
your prayers for me.

J. F. GREEN,
Rhonesboro, Texas.

Mothers Should Support Mrs.
Ferguson.

Editor Forum :— Your reply to 
Moody is just fine— just the very 
picture of him. W e all love to read 
the facts about things. Yes, Dan 
is a blowed up sucker with neither 
brains nor platform. Yes, you brag
ged on Moody through your good 
paper and of course where you lead 
we will follow, but Mr. Ferguson 
don’t cast any more o f your pearls 
before swine, look how Dan tried 
to rend you. Yes he will be nailed 
to the cross on the 24th day of July, 
1926.

How did Moody get into the At
torney General’s o ffice?  He was 
put there by the followers of Jim 
Ferguson. Does he think they 
would do that aagin? W e answer 
no at the top o f our voices. W e 
are just Ferguson folks unmova
ble, anxiously w'aiting for the day 
to come when we will go to the 
polls and vote for  Ma. Do thyself 
no harm Dan, we are all here. Dan 
made the remark before he hardly 
got in office that he thought he 
ought to have part of the praise for

Angus Box Against Moody.
Editor Forum :— I just want to in

form  you how Dan Moody will run 
at the Angus box. He got ninety 
votes in 1924 but in 1926 he will 
not get more than fifteen votes. I 
think Dan had better staid with his 
job and tended to his own knitting. 
He would not have so much time to 
try to run the Governor’s office. He 
is like a spoiled child. He does not 
know what he wants. He fought 
the Klucks and then asked them to 
vote for  him. If I were a candi
date for an office I would get on 
one side of the fence. I would stay 
with my friend that helped me to 
office. The ninety he got at Angus 
were Ferguson votes but he will not 
get a single Ferguson vote this pri
mary. W hat he gets will be Ku 
Kluck votes.

J. R. KNOTTS,
Angus, Texas.

South Plains Stronger For Ma
Editor Forum :— Am writing you 

to let you know how Ma will run 
on the South Plains. It is evident 
she will get lots more votes than 
she did in 1924. Most all of us that 
voted for Ma in 1924 voted for Dan 
Moody also, but I don’t believe Dan 
will get a Ferguson vote here this 
time for I have made some inquiries 
and can’t find one that will support 
him this time. I think he is a 
blowed up sucker. His votes are 
going to come from  the Butte fo l
lowers. Seems liek there is something 
rotten in Denmark. The K. K. K .’s 
are all for Dan. Ma only got two 
votes in my fam ily in 1924. W ill 
get four this time and I have two 
boys that will vote for her. You just 
can’t fool the voters who are think
ing for themselves. W e know how 
the state was financially when Ma 
went in office and how it is now, 
better than it has been for  years. 
But some people just can’t see it, 
that is not what they are looking 
for, they only want to defeat the 
Fergusons but that w on’t be done for 
the Ferguson supporters are all going 
to be on the job. So watch Dan 
Moody be third in the race.

J. H. M cNEELY?
Wilson, Texas.

tified with c e r t a i n  “ Christian” 
churches, and I have read a number 
o f caustic communications on this 
subject from  men claiming to be min
isters o f Christ.

One o f these reverend gentlemen 
went so far as to say that the Chris
tian admonition to forgive applied 
only to individuals, and then brought 
out the startling information that 
these unfortunates doing time for the 
state had committeed no personal o f
fense against the governor but had 
offended against the whole people, or 
the state.

Here his mind evidently ceased to 
function; or he would have under
stood that none of these convicts had 
trespassed on the rights o f a single 
juror that convicted them, but that 
these jurymen were the agents o f the 
people to deal with them, that the 
judge that sentenced them also rep
resented the people in that capacity, 
and, likewise, the governor is the duly 
authorized agent of the people to hear 
their pleas and consider their claims 
for clemency.

Right here this advocate o f heart
lessness discloses the secret o f the 
warped judgment peculiar to his class 
by quoting in defense o f his position 
from  the law given through Moses for 
the government o f Israel, a true The
ocracy.

Men, who imagine that this is a 
theocracy and would substitute their 
own antipathies, animosities and 
prejudices for the infinite wisdom of 
God are unfit to be trusted with the 
government o f a free people.

It is a fact that men imbued with 
this idea are apt to show themselves 
most heartless and cruel when deal
ing with those who happen to incur 
their ill will, and then condone the 
most barbarous crimes, committed by 
drunken libertines, if done under the 
pretense o f promoting temperance 
and morality.

It would be well for these good 
people to remember that as long as 
Israel remained a theocracy God was 
the law maker and the judge. Moses 
dared not punish the accused without 
consulting Jehovah, directly, through 
his prophets, as to their guilt or in
nocence, which was decided by the 
Lord God himself.

W hy did not Moses rush in and 
incite the rabble to execute summary 
vengeance? Because he knew that 
God alone, is able to judge the 
thoughts and motives o f the human 
mind, wrhile men can look only on 
outward appearances.

He knew that the human “ heart is 
deceitful above all things, and desper
ately wicked,” and that “ he that 
trusteth in his own heart is a fool.”

Our fathers knew this weakness of 
men, and understood perfectly that 
they were setting up a government of 
the people, in which we must look to 
the judgment o f weak finite men, 
very liable to err, and arrive at wrong 
conclusions, and not to the direct in
terposition o f Jehovah, in the trial of 
criminal cases.

Mistakes are bound to occur in the 
administration o f our criminal law, 
and the power to pardon, vested in 
the executive, is wisely provided to 
correct them as far as is possible.

In a government o f the people we 
cannot presume to punish for sin, as 
in a theocracy, but our scale o f pen
alties is intended to act as a deterrent 
on the vicious. W hen a person is 
committed to prison it is not to pun
ish for the enormity o f his sin, or to 
wreak the final vengeance o f an o f 
fended God, but for the protection of 
society by causing the culprit to be
come a good citizen through fear of 
further punishment or by keeping 
him there for life, if incorrigible.

It may tickle the vanity o f  a con
ceited old ignoramus to imagine that 
he is the counterpart of Samuel hew
ing Agag to pieces, but he is in 
reality the victim  o f a delusion that 
makes devils out o f men, and nerves 
them for the commission of crimes 
most heinous.

In proof o f this we need only go

Courts Are Not Infallible. Pardon- 
Power a Necessity.

Editor Forum : The exercise o f  the 
pardon power, by the present gover
nor, has called forth much harsh 
criticism.

Doubtless much of this came from 
chronic haters o f the Fergusons who 
could find no better excuse, and were 
determined to figh^ them at all haz
ards. But this class amounts to 
nothing as they will change their 
tune just as soon as a new excuse for 
their fulminations presents itself.

The great body o f these fault-find
ers, however, are worthy o f more se
rious consideration because o f the 
state o f mind that seems to prompt 
them, indicating a political ignorance 
that is the greatest menace to the 
fundamental principles o f  this gov
ernment.

Incongruous as it may seem, they 
proclaim  the fact that they are iden

WINTER GARDEN
MAGIC VALLEY LANDS

15,000 acres for sale in small blocks surrounded by 
FLOWING ARTESIAN WELLS. Orange and Grape
fruit Groves being planted in this section.

TEXAS WINTER GARDEN LAND CO.

Office 408 Gunter Bldg. San Antonio, Texas
Dilley, Texas

back a few  months to the atrocious 
outrages committed all over Texas by 
hooded outlaws marching under ban
ners that proclaimed their adherence 
to the tenets Christianity.

It is ahvays safe to watch the man 
who blows about his own holiness, 
and much more should we guard 
against those simple enough to be
lieve that their opinions, and verdicts 
rendered by their kind, are the infalli
ble judgments of God.

The pardon board and the governor 
are certainly better informed as to 
the merits o f  each case than their 
critics scattered to the “ four winds” 
o f  Texas and to me it betrays little
ness in anyone to criticize a transac
tion of which he is “ hopelessly” igno
rant.

Surely in this matter o f showing 
mercy to desèrving convicts the real 
Christian should be the last to com 
plain.

JOEL M. COWARD.
Lufkin, Texas.

A  Letter To Mother.

Hopes to See Governor Re-elected.
Editor F o ru m :— Am enclosing 

check for $1.50 to keep the Forum 
coming.

I am still boosting the best Gover- 
nro Texas has ever had and hope 
to see her elected again. I think 
she will carry Shelby county by a 
good majority.

G. R. MATHIS,
Timpson, Texas.

Wants Forum for Truth.
Editor F orum :— You will find

fifty  cents in this, for which send 
me the paper through the cam 
paign. I want to hear the truth
once in a while and I don’t get it
in the other papers.

W. E. POPE,
Carthage, Texas.

For Ferguson for Governor
Editor Forum :— You will find en

closed a check for two dollars, which 
pays for  the Forum and the South
land Farmer for one year.

See from  reading the big dailies 
that the highbrows that have been 
running things down at Austin so 
long are willing to give the Fergu
sons any kind of a job to keep them 
from  being Governor, but if they 
want to be Governor for  two more 
years all they will have to do is to 
ask for it. I think that if we had 
farmers in the legislature in place of 
lawyers things would be much better. 
I would cut the legislature down half 
and elect the Governor for four years 
and give him $7,000.00 a year and 
with the Fergusons for governor run 
the state in the interest of the peo
ple and let the highbrows know that 
the law was made for them same as 
for the poor fellow. So we are for 
the Fergusons for governor, the best 
Governor the state ever had.

J. J. STEWART,
Ovalo, Texas.

Travelers to Hear 
Talk by Governor 

at Austin Meeting
Austin, Texas, May 5.— The state 

convention o f the Travelers Protective 
Association will be held in the city 
o f Austin, May 7 and 8, and the com 
mittee on arrangements reports that 
fipal arrangements have been made 
to take care o f the drummers when 
they come flocking into the capital 
city for  their annual meet.

Indications are that this will be one 
o f the largest state conventions ever 
held by the T. P. A .’s in this state.

Governor Miriam A. Ferguson will 
address; the convention Friday m orn
ing at 10 o ’clock. Am ong other 
prominent speakers who will address 
the travelers will be, Judge George 
Mendell Jr., Mayor W. D. Yett and 
Dr. George Green.

A. W. Griffith is chairman of the 
committee on arrangements, Mrs. J. 
D. Claybrook, chairman of ladies’ 
committee, G. C. Shuford registra
tion, A. I. Haber, secretary.

(Written by a Pupil of the Pathfind
ers of America, a Federal Prisoner at 
Atlanta.)

You may wrrite a thousand letters 
To the girl you adore,

And declare in every letter
That you love her more and more; 

You may praise her grace and beauty 
In a thousand glowing lines,

And compare her eyes o f azure 
With the brightest star that shines. 

If you had the pen o f Shakespeare.
You would use it every day 

In composing written worship 
To that sweetheart far away;

But a letter far more welcome 
To an older, gentler breast,

Is a letter to a mother
From the boy she loves the best.

Youthful blood is fierce and flaming, 
And when -writing to your love, 

You will rave about devotion, 
Swearing by the stars above, 

Vowing by the m oon’s white splen
dor,

That the girlie you adore 
Is the one you ’ll ever cherish 

As no maid was loved before.
You will pen full many a promise 

On these pages white and dumb, 
That you never can live up to 

In the married years to come.
But a letter far more precious 

Bringing more and sweeter bliss,
Is the one that’s penned to mother 

From the lad she yearns to kiss.

She is the best friend that you have 
No matter what you say;

She’ll always heed you calling 
Be it either night or day.

Your dad may turn against you, 
Your brother, sister, too,

But mother, she’ ll stand by you,
No matter wliat you do.

Her dear old heart is aching,
Each night she breathes a prayer, 

That God will bless her darling 
And i?e with him everywhere;

Her heart grows much more tender 
As her hair shows streaks of gray; 

So sit down, boys, and send her 
A line or two today.

Regardless of its diction,
Its spelling or its style,

Although the composition
Might provoke a critic’s smile,

She will read it very often,
W hen the lights are soft and low, 

Seated in the same old corner 
Where she nursed you years ago.

In her old and trembling fingers 
It becomes a work or art,

Stained with tears o f joy  and glad
ness,

As she breaths, “ God bless his 
heart.”

Yes— the letter o f all letters 
Look wherever you may roam,

Is a letter to a mother,
From her son away from home.

666
Is a prescription for

Colds, Grippe, Flu, Dengue, 
Bilious Fever and Malaria.

It kills the germs.

You Take 
no Chances

When you buy White Leghorns 
from  the Lone Star Poultry 
Farm, Mexia, Texas. W e paid 
Tancred $10.00 per egg for  our 
foundation stock.

Baby Chicks.
8, 10, 12 weeks old Pullets.
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The Race Is On!
IF YOU WISH TO KNOW HOW IT GOES 

READ THE FORUM

You will get the truth about the running and know 
all about the standing of the candidates as the race pro
gresses.

The campaign is on. Governor Ferguson has an
nounced her platform and asks the people for re-election.

THE FORUM is the medium through which the 
record of the Fergusons goes to the people. The truth 
about politics and politicians is given in the FORUM. 
You can have the FORUM until January 1, 1927 for 
ONE DOLLAR.

Pin a Dollar Bill to this ad with your address and 
you will get the full and complete news of the primaries, 
the run-off and the general election.

I appeal to my friends everywhere to help me spread 
the FORUM. In order that everybody may know the 
real facts down at Austin and the political campaign now 
being waged the price of the FORUM from now until 
January 1, 1927, has been reduced to $ 1.00.
If you do not know who to send the paper to, send us $1, 
$5 or $10 and we will send the paper where it will do good.

Don’t Wait! Act Today! The War is On! Arm
Yourself With the FORUM and Get the Facts!

JIM FERGUSON, Editor
TEMPLE, TEXAS •


