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Fourth of July Parade
9:30 a.m. - 1609 W. 10th

Three tips to pick out a sweet watermelon
A ripe watermelon can be a mouthwatering juicy snack for your family on a hot summer day
by Mary Leigh Meyer

A good, sweet water-
melon is a staple healthy 
summer snack, so it’s 
important to know how 
to pick a ripe one at the 
grocery store or the local 
farmers market.

When it comes time to 
pick the perfect melon, 
people often make their 
selection based on three 
characteristics: size, 
whether it has seeds and 
ripeness.

The first two are easy 
to determine by sight 
and labeling, but choos-
ing a ripe watermelon 
takes knowing what to 
look and listen for.

Sweetness is off the 
charts

Watermelon sweet-
ness is measured by its 

brix count, which is the 
sugar content. On this 
scale, measurements 
of 10 are standard and 
measurements of 11-
12 are considered very 
sweet.

Juan Anciso, Ph.D., a 
Texas A&M AgriLife Ex-
tension Service vegeta-
ble specialist, Weslaco, 
and associate head of 
the Department of Hor-
ticultural Sciences in the 
Texas A&M College of 
Agriculture and Life Sci-
ences, has three tips that 
will help you pick the 
best watermelon.

Tip 1: Find the yellow 
belly, or the field spot

Other than cutting 
open a watermelon to 
see the inside, the field 

spot is perhaps the best 
indicator of the ripeness. 
This spot on a melon 
shows where it was lay-
ing on the ground while 
attached to the vine.

If the watermelon 

is ripe, the field spot 
should be a large, yel-
low patch on one side 
of the melon. If it is ripe, 
the color should be a 
creamy, almost butter-
like yellow. The bigger 

the yellow belly and 
the creamier the color 
means the more time the 
melon spent ripening on 
the vine. However, if the 
spot is smaller or looks 
more white than yellow, 
then the melon may not 
be as ripe.

Tip 2: Tap the under-
belly and listen for a 
deep sound

Another way to find 
a ripe watermelon is to 
knock the outside with 
your knuckles gently. 
A ripe melon will have 
a deeper sound, as op-
posed to an overripe 
one, which will have 
a more hollow or flat 
sound. A hollow or flat 
thud, paired with too 
much yellow, indicates 

a melon may be mealy 
and past its prime.

Tip 3: Look for a dull 
color and heavy water-
melon

Although they may not 
be the most photogenic 
or the easiest to carry to 
your car, the best water-
melons will appear dull 
in color and be heavier 
than the rest. A shiny 
melon indicates the in-
sides are underripe.

Also, the best melon 
of the bunch will most 
likely be heavier than 
the rest. On average, a 
watermelon is 92% wa-
ter, which is what makes 
them so juicy. A heavier 
melon likely holds more 
water, which will make it 
juicier.

Juan Anciso, Ph.D., a Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 
Service vegetable specialist, Weslaco, offers three main 
tips to make it easier to pick a good, ripe watermelon 
this summer. (Sam Craft/Texas A&M AgriLife)

Mega Fireworks Show
Starting at Dusk - Reeve Lake

Summer Drama Work-
shop will begin on Mon-
day with registration 
and orientation. Reg-
istration is just $25 per 
child for the entire two 
weeks. This year marks 
the 55th season that the 
Friona Fine Arts Council 
has sponsored the sum-
mer event. 

Elementary Show di-
rectors are Holly John-
ston and Brooklynne 
Johnston and they will 
conduct rehearsals from 
9:00 a.m. until noon 
each morning. The cast 
will perform “Best of 
Both Worlds” at 5:00 
p.m. on Saturday, July 
20th.

SDW Starts Monday

Directors for the Ju-
nior High Show are Amy 
Montana and Joy Mor-
ton. Rehearsals are from 
1:30 p.m. until 4:30 each 
afternoon. The cast will 
perform “Aesop’s Fal-
ables” at 6:30 p.m. on 
Friday, July 19th.

Karlee Osborn and 
Holly Clark are the High 
School Directors. Re-
hearsals for this show 
are 7:00 p.m. until 10:00 

p.m. each evening. 
“How to Get Away with 
a Murder Mystery” will 
be presented by the cast 
following the Junior 
High Performance on 
Friday, July 19th.

Questions?
If you have any ques-

tions, please feel free to 
contact Jamie Lewellen 
at 806-206-0743 or ja-
miedlewellen@gmail.
com

The Friona Public Library wrapped up its June Summer Reading Program last 
Thursday with a study of the Juneteenth holiday. Kids got to color drawings de-
picting the event and then got to build their own “fruit kabobs” to enjoy.

Back in Action — The Clarence Monroe Community Center is open for business. In fact, a couple of events have already been held in the newly remodeled venue. A 
car show will be the main attraction inside the center during the Cheeseburger Festival on July 20th. Planning is underway for the next phase of improvements which 
could include a new ceiling, new sound system, more parking, and indoor/outdoor artwork.
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TEXAS
CROSSWORD

by Charley & Guy Orbison

ACROSS

DOWN

  1  TX Tommy Lee film:
      “Eyes of Laura ___”
  5  TXism: “chew __  __
      awhile” (ponder)
  6  San Antonio “Road-
      runners” univ.
  7  classic western:
      “High ____” (1952)
  8  basic cable net.
  9  “it don’t ___ up”
      (makes no sense)
12  seat of Callahan
      County on I-20
17  position of Texas
      legend Nolan Ryan
19  TXism: “got as much
      chance as _  _____
      in a packing plant”
21  TXism: “_____  __
      a goose”
22  apprehended
23  popular TV dog
28  Monahans ____hills
      State Park
29  TX Joe Don Baker
      film: “Cape ____”
30  one name for the
      earliest country in
      Texas
31  Cowboys won ____   
      Bowl five times
35  TX-born Keyes book
      “Scarlett O’_____
      Younger Sister”
36  TXism: “three
      ______  __  ___
      wind” (drunk)
42  large hairy spider
44  Karmann _____
      (old Volkswagens)
46  melons grown in the
      Rio Grande Valley
48  Cowboys hated foe

  1  seat of Titus County
      (2 wds.)
  2  San _______, TX
  3  Italian rice dishes
  4  Marsh, creator of
      the “Cadillac
      Ranch,” for short
  9  TXism: “active as a
      fox in _  ___ house”
10  TXism: “he was
      around when the
      ____  ___  ___ 
      ____ sick” (old)
11  physicians (abbr.)
12  legally prohibit
13  TXism: “nervous
      __  _  ____  __  _
      frying pan”
14  TXism: “let __  __”
      (leave it alone)

49  Assoc. Press TV News
      (APTN) bought this 
      internat’l agcy. in 1999
50  large tub
51  poker stakes
52  dir. from Andrews to
      Cross Plains
53  Dallas and Houston
      have ____ transit
54  Rio Grande in Mexico:
      “Rio Bravo del _____”
56  “neither’s” sidekick

57  TXism: “a
      boldface ___”
58  gotta gain
      these to get TDs

15  singer McEntire
      from Texas’ 
      northern neighbor
16 ____ Park, Texas
18  southern states
      gov. in Civil War
20  ave. or st., e.g.
23  Chris __Doux is in
      the “Texas Trail
      Hall of Fame”
24  Texas cosmetics
      founder Mary Kay
25  expectorated
26  _____ T. Hughes
      swore in LBJ on Air 
      Force One in 1963
27  TXism: “get your
      ducks __  _  ___”
32  Austin univ.

33  Xbox competitor
      (abbr.)
34  martian? (abbr.)
36  pigpen
37  Paul Newman 1963
      film about Texas
38  7-______ (Texas
      convenience store)
39  TXism: “_____ the
      unvarnished truth”

40  Texas Southern
       sprinter Jim who
      won 1968 Gold
41  TXism: “____ high
      on the hog” (rich)
43  Rangers drafted
      this Robb in 1987
45  Jeremy Pena pos.
      with the Astros
47  this promotes the
      growth of muscles
48  TXism: “boring as a
      fishing trip with a
      ____ warden”
55  TX ZZ Top break-
      through album:
      “____Hombres”
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Community Calendar
Send Calendar information to:  

frionastar@wtrt.net  or call (806) 250-5200

July 4
• Independence Day Holiday
• Fourth of July Parade at 1609 
W. 10th at 9:15 a.m.
• Firework Show at Dusk at Reeve Lake
• No Noon Meal @ Senior Center

July 6
• Roll-Off boxes open for trash disposal 
at East 8th & South Jackson Ave.

July 8
• Pork Chops at Noon Meal @ Senior Center
• Drinking Water Quality Report Public 
Hearing at 6:30 p.m. in the City Council 
Chambers at City Hall at 619 Main Street

July 8-20
• Summer Drama Workshop at FHS Auditorium

July 10
• Library Book Shop at 618 Euclid 
is open from 3:30 - 5:30 p.m.

TEXAS PRESS 
ASSOCIATION

MEMBER 
2024

State
Governor: Greg Abbott, Office of the Gov-
ernor, P.O. Box 12428, Austin, Tx 78711-
2428, 512-463-2000.

Senator: Kevin Sparks, P.O. Box 12068, 
Capitol Station, Austin, Tx 78711. 512-
463-0131. Amarillo office: Historic Fed-
eral Building, 620 S. Taylor St., Suite 203, 
Amarillo, TX, 79101.

Representative: John T. Smithee, Room 
CAP1W.10, Capitol P.O. Box 2910, Aus-
tin, Tx 78768. 512-463-0702. fax 512-476-
7016. Amarillo office; 320 So. Polk, 1st 
Floor, Lobby Box 28, Amarillo 79101. 806-
372-3327, fax 806-342-0327.

is online at frionaonline.com

Staff
Clint Mears

Executive Editor
Holly Campbell
Associate Editor
Nathan Parson

Production Editor/IT
Evelyn Romero

Accounting

Contact Us
Mailing Address

P.O. Box 789
Office

1215 Elm Ave.
M-F: 9-5

Phone
806-250-5200
Texts/Photos
806-265-5200

E-Mail
frionastar@wtrt.net

Web Site
frionaonline.com

Annual Subscriptions
$40 in Parmer County

$50 out of County
$30 e-Star Online

Deadlines
News articles and photos 
are due by 5:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday. Deadlines may 
be altered for holidays or 
special issues.

Advertising
Open Display rates and 
Classified Ads are $5.00 
per column inch. Thank 
You Notes are $15 each. 
Wedding, anniversary, 
graduation and birth an-
nouncements are $20 
each. Obituaries are 
published at no charge. 
Deadline is 5:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday.

Texas Comptroller Glenn 
Hegar announced on Monday 
that state sales tax revenue to-
taled $3.94 billion in June, 0.4 
percent more than in June 2023. 
The majority of June sales tax 
revenue is based on sales made 
in May and remitted to the agen-
cy in June.

“Monthly state sales tax collec-
tions were essentially flat com-
pared to collections in June 2023, 
following the strong gains seen 
in May,” Hegar said. “The overall 
trends we have seen through the 
first three quarters of fiscal 2024 
were evident again in June.

“Sales tax remittances from the 
major sectors driven primarily 

by business spending were gen-
erally down, except for modest 
growth in receipts from the con-
struction sector.

“Receipts from consumer 
spending-driven sectors were 
up slightly overall compared 
with a year ago, with growth in 
receipts from both retail trade 
and the services sectors. Within 
the retail trade sector, remit-
tances from general merchan-
dise stores led the way.”

Total sales tax revenue for the 
three months ending in June 
2024 was up 0.5 percent com-
pared with the same period a 
year ago. Sales tax is the largest 
source of state funding for the 

state budget, accounting for 57 
percent of all tax collections.

Texas collected the following 
revenue from other major taxes: 
(1) motor vehicle sales and rent-
al taxes — $560 million, down 6 
percent from June 2023; (2) mo-
tor fuel taxes — $340 million, up 
5 percent from June 2023; (3) oil 
production tax — $493 million, 
up 8 percent from June 2023; 
(4) natural gas production tax 
— $171 million, down 7 percent 
from June 2023; (5) hotel occu-
pancy tax — $71 million, up less 
than 1 percent from June 2023; 
and (6) alcoholic beverage tax-
es — $160 million, up 2 percent 
from June 2023.

State Sales Tax Revenue Totaled $3.9B in June

In the photo — Rich-
ard Samarron and 
crew, Paco Reyes 
(left) and Jacob Rando 
(right), have been trim-
ming all the trees at the 
Friona Junior High the 
past few weeks. Rich-
ard said that the trees 
need to be trimmed 
about every 5 years. A 
couple of trees east of 
the gym were dead and 
had to be cut down. In 
the photo at right Paco 
is in the bucket finish-
ing up some high alti-
tude tree trimming.

Tree-mendous Work
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Phone: 806-250-5200
 Email: frionastar@wtrt.net

Warranty Deeds recorded at the Parmer County 
Clerk’s Office from June 20, 2024 to June 27, 2024

Susie Spring, County Clerk

Last Puzzle
 Solution
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Our Nation
Sometimes you just have to stare,

In disbelieve.

Bwl
www.countryboyjustme.com

Country boy
Just me

July 13: Beginning Sewing

July 19 and 20: Handi Quilter Education Event

Come have Fun with us at Malouf’s Fabric

Call 806-250-3575 to register • like us on Facebook

These are the classes scheduled this summer

Compare our CD rates
 Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

%
APY*

%
APY*

%
APY*

>  edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

FDI-1867N-A AECSPAD 22497741

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 06/24/24. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and 
interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit www.fdic.gov or 
contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest rate risk such that 
when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value. FDIC insurance does 
not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution of 
interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by 
Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

5.25 4.75
6-Month 1-Year 2-Year

5.35
Uriel Villa
Financial Advisor

205 W 4th St Suite 101
Hereford, TX 79045
806-364-0041

Cheeseburgers

Stuffed Bacon Cheeseburgers
www.oldhousetonewhome.net

Since we celebrate the Cheeseburger Festival in July, I decided to look for some different ways to enjoy a 
cheeseburger.  This week’s recipe includes bacon and cheddar cheese that are stuffed inside the burger in-
stead of on top of it.  Hope you enjoy it!

Ingredients
1 lb ground beef
4 oz cheddar cheese cut into small cubes
6 slices cooked bacon crumbled
salt, pepper, garlic powder - add to taste
desired burger toppings lettuce, arugula, tomatoes, onions, buns, etc.

Instructions
Mix together ground beef, cheddar 
cheese, bacon, and seasonings.  
Mix well with hands.  Split mixture 
into four even balls.  Shape into 

patties.  Depress the middle with 
your thumb to prevent shrinkage.  
Cook on a preheated grill over 
medium heat until desired temp, 

about 10 minutes for well done.  
Serve on toasted buns and top 
with desired burger toppings.  We 
like arugula and garlic mayo.

TheTheThe

(6/20/24) Seum Vongsa — Bounoum Saouliyavong, 
Khampieng Naphosaysavath — SW of Lot 1, Block 10, 
Second Installment to Staley Addition No. 3 City of 
Friona, Parmer County, Texas

(6/20/24) Billie Delgado, Rickie Lee Witcher, Timo-
thy Witcher, Larry Witcher, Veronica Nan McClain, 
Linda Comer — Linda Comer — SE/4 and the W/2 
of Section 41, Doud and Keefer Subdivision, Parmer 
County, Texas

(6/24/24) Kitty Black Gallman — A-Tex Dairy LLC 
— E/2 of Section 15, T5S, R4E, of a Capitol Syndicate 
Subdivision, Parmer County, Texas

(6/24/24) Marcelo Juarez, Cecilia Perez Juarez — 
Centennial Bank, Happy State Bank — East 1/2 Lots 
13-16, Block 34, Original Town City of Friona, Parmer 
County, Texas

(6/25/24) Lawanda Lue Meeks, Estate of James 
Grover Meeks — Lawanda Lue Meeks — All of Lot 12, 
13, and 14, Block No. 27, of Original Town of Farwell; 
More Tracts on Document

(6/25/24) Lawanda Lue Meeks — James Meeks 
— All of Lot 12, 13, and 14, Block No. 27, of Original 
Town of Farwell; More Tracts on Document

(6/26/24) Matthew Brett Hoyle, Lindsey Hoyle — 
Marin Eva Lilia — East 66.7’ of Lot 12 All in Block 12, 
McMillan and Fergus Addition to the City of Friona, 
Parmer County

(6/27/24) Johan Loeppky, Brenda Loeppky — Shy-
anne Nikole Jones — Lots 10-12 and North 12,5’ Lot 
13, Block 9, Original Townsite, City of Farwell, Par-
mer County, Texas

(6/27/24) Melissa Fain — Cross Timbers Capital 
Inc. — W/2 of NW/4 and SW/4, Section 28, T7S, R2E 
and the E/2 Section 17, Block “A” Capitol Syndicate 
Subdivision

A Note from Pastor Brett at 
First Baptist Church — In last 
week’s Friona Star you may 
have noticed the picture of 
the wonderful playground at 
Cottonwood Apartments on 
the front page. This was made 
possible by generous dona-
tions from many in our com-
munity, but it would not have 
come to fruition without the 
leadership of Pastor David and 
the Friona Methodist Church. 
They were gracious in allow-
ing others to come alongside 
them in this idea and make it a 
reality. Thank you Pastor David 
and FMC for your leadership 
in blessing the kids at Cotton-
wood with a new playground!

«««
Firework Rules — The show 
begins at Dusk. Personal fire-
works are permitted until mid-
night on July 4th inside of the 
Reeve Lake Park area ONLY! No 
fireworks are permitted any-
where else in the city limits. 
Please pick up trash and place 
it in the dumpsters and use ex-
treme caution and safety.

«««
Get In Line — A reminder that 
a Fourth of July Parade will be 
held in the Western Addition 
and will start at 1609 W. 10th 

Street. Line-up is at 9:15 a.m. 
and the parade will begin at 
9:30 a.m. and will go around 
the block. Free snowcones will 
be served by Fire & Ice.

«««
Prairie Acres News — Caro-
lyn Dement is the Prairie Acres 
Resident of the Month for July. 
Employee of the Month is Hum-
berto Cruz. He works in the Di-
etary Department and joined 
the staff in January this year.

«««
BINGO! — Around 50 “play-
ers” battled it out in Bingo ac-
tion last Thursday evening in 
the Legacy Pointe community 
room. The next Bingo Night is 
6-8 p.m. on July 18th and ev-
eryone is invited to join in for 
fun, snacks, and prizes!!!

«««
Worth the Money — one of 
the best investments you can 
make is to purchase air am-
bulance transport insurance. 
For just $79 per year you can 
insure yourself and everyone 
that lives in your home. Mem-
bership applications are avail-
able at the City of Friona office 
at 623 Main.

«««
Dust in the Wind — A huge 
cloud of Saharan dust is coming 

to parts of Texas, and another 
is close behind. This annual 
summer phenomenon reduces 
air quality and humidity but 
can produce spectacular sun-
rises and sunsets. During the 
summer months, hot air lifts 
sand from Africa’s Sahara Des-
ert high into the atmosphere, 
where strong winds carry it 
across the Atlantic Ocean. Ac-
cording to NASA, about 182 
million tons of dust from Af-
rica are swept away every year. 
This week’s Saharan Air Layer 
is the first of the year. It typi-
cally subsides after the middle 
of August.

«««
Texas Facts — American Air-
lines, the largest airline in the 
United States by total passen-
gers, is headquartered at Dal-
las/Fort Worth International 
Airport in Texas. Source: fun-
worldfacts.com

«««
National Days

July 4 — Independence Day
July 5 — Workaholics Day
July 6 — Hop-A-Park Day

July 7 — Rock ’N’ Roll Day 
July 8 — Freezer Pop Day

July 9 — Cow Appreciation Day
July 10 — Kitten Day

«««

A Praise Band from Friona Victory 
Church performed a concert in the city 
park last Sunday afternoon. Attendees 
enjoyed good weather and uplifting 
music. Band members were (l-r) Jen-
nifer Brown, Marissa Osborn, Alex Lic-
erio, and Seth Murphree. Photos cour-
tesy of Sharon White.

Praise in the Park



Friona Star | Page 4	 Phone: 806-250-5200	 Thursday | July 4, 2024 

In Parmer County:  $40 per year

Out of Parmer County:  $50 per year

eStar (emailed):  $30 per year
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July 5
Joe Osborn

Cynthia Gonzales
Joy Osborn

Shelby Lewellen
Jo Igo

Aaron Salinas Jr.

July 6
Max Jones
Krita Potts

Terry Copley
Lance Gatlin

Alex Dunnam
Deidre Ferguson
Phoebe Kemple
Valerie Izaguirre

Dominick S. Rocha
Charlie Pool
Beverley Hall

July 7
Kemal Tongate

Noel White
Jaclyn Peace

David Gowens
Fermin Reyes

Suzanne Wood
Matthew Riethmayer

Happy Birthday
July 8

Nathan Terry
Greg Steen
Tyler Talley

Matthew Maberry
Teresa McCoy

Carrie (Cox) Zinck
Yvonne Lucero

Jack Dennis
Evangelina Gonzales

July 9
Timothy Clark
Megan Stone

Kyle Mars
Abraham Soto

July 10
Melody Drake

M’Kell (Jarecki) Jeter
Elizabeth McLellan

Phillip White
Lavon Reeve
Rex Hefner

July 11
Aubrey Schueler
Abigail Rushing

Tristan Gayle
Jamie (Stokes) Faber

Jeremy Campbell
Rogelio Palacios
Frances Jennings

Gas prices rise slightly 
By Gas Buddy

Average gasoline 
prices in Texas rose 5.9 
cents last week, averag-
ing $3.09 per gallon, ac-
cording to GasBuddy’s 
survey of 13,114 stations 
in Texas. According 
to GasBuddy price re-
ports, the cheapest sta-
tion in Texas was priced 
at $2.43 while the most 
expensive was $4.05 per 
gallon.

The national average 
price of gasoline has 
rose 5.0 cents, averag-
ing $3.46 per gallon 
while the national aver-
age price of diesel rose 
1.4 cents last week and 
stands at $3.77 per gal-
lon.

“As we approach July 
4 later this week, mo-
torists have seen the 
national average price 
of gasoline inch up ever 
so slightly for the third 
straight week,” said Pat-
rick De Haan, head of 

petroleum analysis at 
GasBuddy.

“While the increases 
have been fairly tame, 
with oil continuing to 
hold above $80 per bar-
rel, we could continue to 
see the national average 
climb slightly. For many 
Americans hitting the 
road for the July 4th hol-
iday, prices in most ar-
eas are very comparable 
to what we saw last July 
4th. However, with Hur-
ricane Beryl now formed 
in the Caribbean, we’re 
reminded that gas prices 
could experience some 
jolts in the second half 
of the summer should a 
storm threaten refining 
capacity in Texas or Lou-
isiana,” De Haan added.

GasBuddy data is 
compiled from more 
than 11 million weekly 
price reports covering 
over 150,000 gas stations 
across the country.

Be Prepared, Have a Plan
Jeff Vanderford and Trent Johnson were special 

guests at the Senior Luncheon last Thursday. Both 
work for the Texas Department of State Health Ser-
vices as Preparedness & Response Program Special-
ists. Their service area is the top 26 counties of the 
Texas panhandle. Jeff covers the east side and Trent 
is responsible for the west side.

In his presentation, Trent stressed the need for in-
dividuals to assemble emergency kits for their home 
and vehicle(s) which contain items such as cloth-
ing, medicine, multipurpose tools, and flashlights. 
He also encouraged everyone to develop evacuation 
plans in case of widespread emergencies. 

Trent Johnson is a 1982 graduate of Friona High 
School and worked as a Farm Service Agent until his 
retirement.Jeff Vanderford and Trent Johnson
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250-3913
1205
Hwy. 60 West
Friona Texas

1010 Columbia at Hwy 60, Friona
Hours: 8:00 am-5:00 pm
Monday-Friday
250-5555

This directory is made 
possible by these businesses

Area Church Directory
Friona

Bovina

Phone 806-364-3331
Hereford, Texas 79045

Prairie Acres
Quality Care
806-250-3922

201 E. 15th
Friona Texas

Legacy Pointe
Senior Apartments

806-250-5599
1500 N. Main
Friona Texas

CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH
15th & Cleveland • 806-250-3000

Pastor D.J. Lewis
Sunday School 9:30 • Worship 10:45

Wed @ 6:00 p.m. • Like us on facebook

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
6th & Summitt • 806-250-3933

Pastor Brett Hoyle
Email-firstbc@wtrt.net

Website-www.fbcfriona.com

FRIONA METHODIST CHURCH
8th & Pierce • 806-250-3045

Pastor David McGaughy
Email-frionamethodist@wtrt.net

IGLESIA EVANGELICA 
NUEVA JERUSALEN

701 E. 11th • 806-250-5363
Pastor Benito Mejia

QUALITY OF LIFE BIBLE 
STUDY CHURCH

301 Grand Ave. • 806-240-0826
Pastors Mark & Mary Goff

SIXTH ST. CHURCH OF CHRIST
502 W. 6th • 806-250-2769

Jeff Procter, Minister

ST. TERESA’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
401 West 17th St. • 806-250-2871

Pastor Gregory Bunyan

TEMPLO BAUTISTA DAMASCO
403 Woodland • 806-250-3472

Pastor William Tapias

TEMPLO DE ADORACION
620 Washington • 806-250-5929

Pastor Roy Dominguez

TENTH ST. CHURCH OF CHRIST
10th & Euclid • 806-250-5236

Gerall Wyly

UNION CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
1601 Euclid • 806-250-3635

VICTORY FAMILY WORSHIP CENTER
9th & Washington • 806-250-2207

Pastor Robert Kerby
Website-www.thevictory.tv

FRIONA PARA CRISTO  
LLAMADOS A CONOCERLE

411 Ashland • 806-223-3469
Pastor Aurelio & Cynthia Silva

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
308 3rd Street
806-251-1632

Pastor Frank Landry

CHURCH OF CHRIST
500 Ave. E

806-251-1334
Mike Prather, Minister

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

205 4th Street
806-251-1124

Pastor Larry Mitchell

ST. ANN’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
409 3rd Street
806-251-1511

Pastor Gregory Bunyan

LA IGLESIA DE DIOS DEL PRIMOGENITO
The Church of God of the Firstborn

102 2nd Street

IGLESIA BAUTISTA HISPANA
103 1st Street

806-251-5232
Pastor Rafael Marin

Phone 250-5000
“Where People 

Come First”
1105 N. Cleveland

www.interbank.com

E. Hwy. 60 • Friona TX • 806-250-2791

1380 Hwy. 214 • 265-3425

Send your
church news to the

frionastar@wtrt.net

Lowe’s Market Hours	
Mon-Sat: 	 7AM–9PM	
Sunday:	 7AM–7PM

By Jeff Procter, Minister, 6th Street Church of Christ

Panhandle Parables

Life of a Firework

has an archive of past obituaries at frionaonline.com

By Brett Hoyle, Pastor, First Baptist Church

Truth and Freedom

By Teena Hughs

God Bless America

Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 
Matthew 11:28 NIV

Vengan a mí todos ustedes que están cansados y agobiados; yo les daré 
descanso. Mateo 11:28 NVI

June Bible Verse

It is possible to be a slave to one’s own 
sinful deceptions, so much so that one’s 
mind trades the conscience for corrup-
tion (Romans 1:18-32). The LGBTQ+ 
movement today is the clearest example 
of such sinful deceptions, that brings 
harm physically, mentally and spiritually 
to those who chose this path, and which 
is attested to by studies and research 
that heralds this lifestyle as one fraught 
with diminishing returns and dangers 
physically and mentally. Addictions also 
function in this manner, whether it is an 
addiction to gambling, alcohol, drugs, 
pornography, social media or anything 
else, because sin will always be taking, 
demanding, and enslaving those who 
consistently give in to its temptations.

Slavery to sin is mankind’s most evi-
dent and greatest problem, and there is 
only one solution. John 8:31-32 says, “So 
Jesus said to the Jews who had believed 
in him, ‘If you abide in my word, you are 
truly my disciples, and you will know the 
truth and the truth will set you free.’” Je-
sus is able to free you from the misery 
and slavery sin brings, because only Jesus 
has conquered sin and death. To experi-
ence the freedom Jesus brings, though, 

it is connected to the truth that he gives. 
Notice that to be set free by the truth, 
one must “abide” or walk in, the truth as 
his disciple. Knowing a little about Jesus 
doesn’t bring freedom, nor does religious 
legalism, but only following him, which 
begins with placing saving faith in him, 
then continues in lifelong discipleship. 
The freedom Jesus gives is not freedom 
to do whatever you want, but a freedom 
to live in the fullness of how God created 
you to live. 

Our world’s idea of freedom is having 
no restraint, but if one really believed that 
is truly what freedom was, then you’d 
have to free all the criminals, abolish all 
the laws, and remove any encumbrance 
that would infringe upon a person’s de-
sires and decisions. Obviously, such a 
method would end in disaster, leading to 
anarchy and not utopian freedom. True 
freedom gives life eternal and life abun-
dant, and is found only in Jesus Christ, 
who frees you from your sin, transforms 
your heart and allows you to live in the 
fullness of God’s purpose for your life. 
Such freedom in Christ brings tremen-
dous fulfillment and blessing to an indi-
vidual, a community and a nation.

Do you remember why we celebrate 
July 4th? Do you remember why our 
country was founded, and the men who 
put their lives and fortunes on the line 
so that you and I can live a life free of 
tyranny? Do you remember history? Do 
you know that it is only because of God 
that we have this country and that with 
all of the problems in our country today, 
we are still living in the best place on 
Earth, all thanks to Him?

For years, I have been upset with the 
rewriting of American history, the tak-
ing down and destruction of statues and 
other historical monuments that help 
tell the story of our wonderful country. 
I have also been upset with the lies that 
are being told about who we are today, 
and especially how conservatives are 
trying to “destroy our democracy”. 

This morning, I sat down and read the 
Declaration of Independence. If you are 
like me and have never read the whole 
document, I encourage you to do so. 
Here are some of the facts about this 
document of freedom that I either never 
knew or I had forgotten:

The Continental Congress decided to 
declare independence on July 2, 1776.

Thomas Jefferson wrote the first draft 
of the Declaration of Independence in 
June 1776.

It was signed August 2, 1776.
The Declaration of Independence was 

delivered to Great Britain in November 
1776.

So, you may be wondering what hap-
pened on July 4th, 1776, and why do we 
celebrate this date as American Inde-
pendence Day?

July 4th is the day the Continental 
Congress approved the final wording of 

the Declaration of Independence. They 
had been working on it since Jefferson’s 
draft was submitted to them on July 
2nd, and it was edited and agreed upon 
on the 4th, the date used in the Declara-
tion.

An article from ConstitutionFacts.com 
says July 4th is “also the date that was 
printed on the Dunlap Broadsides, the 
original printed copies of the Declara-
tion that were circulated throughout the 
new nation. So when people thought of 
the Declaration of Independence, July 4, 
1776 was the date they remembered.”

Friends, I hope you will take a few 
minutes to read the Declaration of In-
dependence. I found that many of the 
problems we are having today with gov-
ernment control of our lives are some of 
the same reasons people wanted to be 
free of England.

We have people in our country try-
ing to take away what God has given 
us. If you aren’t informed, please get 
informed, but be careful of the sources 
you choose to read and listen to. 

I urge you to stand up and fight for 
our country. Don’t let the evil people 
who lie, cheat, do whatever they can to 
destroy our freedoms take our country. 
Don’t be afraid to be bold and tell others 
our history and how valuable freedom is 
to all of us. Once a freedom is lost, it is 
seldom if ever given back!

Remember, if we didn’t have the free-
doms we have, the trouble-makers 
couldn’t make trouble for those of us 
who dearly love our country and stand 
up for it. We need to use those same 
freedoms to rebuke them, prove them 
wrong, and save our country and the 
freedoms we have! God Bless America!!!

Pow! …I was so tempted to let my ar-
ticle stop at the first word, but feared giv-
ing up that much article space. 

First let me say I am proud to be an 
American citizen from the great state of 
Texas, a resident on the high plains of the 
Texas Panhandle in the western county 
of Parmer from the community of Friona 
sitting in the back of my pickup watching 
a wonderful fireworks display by our fire 
department at Reeve’s lake that actually 
has water in it, and furthermore, GO BIG 
RED!! 

Now that we are clear on that, as I think 
about watching the fireworks go off in 
the distance, some crack and pop, others 
whistle and most have a moment of bril-
liant light and then fade into the night I 
am reminded of a verse. James 4:14 to be 
exact. “[14]… yet you do not know what 
tomorrow will bring. What is your life? 
For you are a mist that appears for a little 

time and then vanishes.” (ESV)
What is your life? Compared to eternity 

it is but a mist, a flash in the night, a mere 
moment in time. BUT it is yours! We each 
are living our moment. How are you do-
ing? Some will be longer than others, 
some will be louder than others, some 
will be brighter than others, but all are 
lived. A firework does not have a choice. 
It is lit and it either goes as planned or 
it doesn’t, it does not choose. Yet you, 
made in the image of God, filled with 
the promise of a sacrificed Lamb get to 
choose, at least some of it. Will your days 
advance the Light of the world into dark 
places? Will your moment in time serve 
only yourself and not others? Your fuse is 
lit and you are streaming into the night. 
Choose well, make a difference, be what 
God created you to be and bring glory to 
His name as you serve the King, that my 
friend is called FREEDOM!



102 E. 11th Friona
806-250-2745

frionarealestate.com

Property
Associates

Realtors

Broker/Owner:
Kevin Cooper 

STAR CLASSIFIEDS 250-5200
Deadline: Tuesday @ 5 p.m.

Grace Cooper

Sales Associate

Sharlet Cooper

Sales Associate

Daycare Real Estate

3/2/2 Brick home w/central heat & air, 2 living areas, 
fireplace, metal eaves, backyard fence, close to high 
school................................................................SOLD

SOLD

Business

QUALITY HOME REPAIR 
Allan Humberg
806-346-1268

Please leave message
Fresh Eggs for Sale!

Open Monday - Friday  
6 a.m. - 5:15 p.m.  

704 Ashland  
Friona, Texas 79035 

(806) 250-5226

Email: 
happytribeacademy@gmail.com

Director: Mariza Licerio Cell: (806) 677-8804

Licensed Child Care Center  
LICENSE # 1785978  

CCMS Accepted

Eric Gonzalez

806-433-1973

EG Photography

Created with Purpose 
of West Texas

Pregnancy Resource Center

907 Hwy 86,
Bovina, TX 79009

806-251-HOPE

Crisis Resources

Suicide and
Crisis Lifeline

Call 988
Available 24 hours

English and Spanish

Deaf Smith County 
Crisis Center

218 W. 3rd • Hereford, TX
Office: 806-364-4435

Serving Parmer County
Hotline: 806-363-6727

Parmer Paws
Animal Outreach Center

115 W. 11th
PO Box 333
Friona, TX

806-240-2211

Help Wanted Courthouse

Bar G is hiring grain truck drivers. Good pay. Good 
equipment and working conditions. All hauls are 
local, CDL is required.

Apply at Bar G Feedyard.
Call at 357-2241 and ask for Kevin Bunch.

Hay Bale Removal Service
Have tractor and can move your round hay bales.

Will accept cash or hay for services rendered.
Also, looking for clean portable container.

Call 575-749-5400
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Risinger 
Plumbing

Serving Friona
806-272-6772

Cell: 806-523-2222
Master License #16066

The Nutrition Spot
Smoothie & Juice Bar • Delivery Only

Mon-Thur 10am 12pm 3pm
Phone: (575) 219-9436

Parmer County Courthouse
401 3rd St. • Farwell, TX 79325

Office Hours / Horas de oficina
Monday / Thursday • Lunes / Jueves

8:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. • 12:30 p.m. – 4:45 p.m.
Friday / Viernes

8:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. • 1:00 p.m. – 2:45 p.m.

Back (l-r): Emery Rangel (7th), Genesis Aguirre (6th), Aylen Moreno (7th), Aime Jimenez (8th), Harley Lon-
don (8th), Front (l-r): Amayah Rojas (5th), Karleigh Rangel (6th), Jaylee Perez (7th), Ivanna Guevarra (7th), 
D’Nasha Shelby (7th), Preslie Goyne (6th)

The Friona girls par-
ticipated in the 17th An-
nual San Antonio Na-
tional Tournament from 
Thursday June 27 - Sun-
day June 30. There were 
over 950 teams that par-
ticipated in the tourna-
ment from all over the 
United States and Mex-
ico. Each division was 
split out by grade level. 
Our girls participated in 
the 8th grade girls divi-
sion which consisted of 
40 teams.

On Thursday, partici-
pants were allowed to 
tryout for the 3 point 
knockout challenge. 
Each individual had 30 

ship game and winning 
the gold bracket.) 

The first loss moved 
the Friona girls into a 
gold consolation brack-
et. They then played the 
San Antonio Blue Dev-
ils and ended up with a 

Friona Youth Sports - Friona Players Participate in San Antonio Tournament

Aaliyah Padilla
9th GradeElian Aguirre

seconds to shoot and 
make as many 3 point 
shots as possible. The 
top 15 individuals made 
it to the knock out chal-
lenge. Jaylee Perez and 
D’Nasha Shelby both 
qualifed in the top 15. 
Jaylee Perez ended up 
second in the challenge.

On Friday the girls 
started pool play. In 
the first game, Friona 
played the San Anto-
nio Monarchs. Friona 
won the game 45-28. 
Saturday morning they 
played Gulf Coast Lega-
cy and won 32-31. 

After pool play, the 
top 14 teams made the 
gold bracket, the next 
13 made the silver brak-
cet and the bottom 13 
made the bronze brak-
cet. 

The Friona girls 
ranked 13th coming out 
of pool play and quali-
fed for the gold bracket. 

In the first game in the 
brakcet, Friona played 
D1 Mexico and ended 
up with a loss 6-43. (D1 
ended up going all the 
way to the champion-

loss 24-38. 
For the first time 

traveling to a tourna-
ment of this scale, the 
Friona girls did pretty 
well. They went out and 
competed against some 
very tough and elite 
teams. The D1 Mexico 
team was a selection 
of the top players from 
Mexico. The girls played 
tough and did not give 
up. 

A special congrats to 
Aaliyah Padilla (9th) 
who played with Blaze 

and ended up winning 
the Silver Bracket in the 
9th grade girls division. 
(Picture to come in a 
seperate e-mail)

Also, Elian Aguirre 
(4th) and Wylie Steel-
man (4th) who played 
with the Texas Boyz in 
the Silver Bracket in the 
4th grade boys divison. 
(Picture to come in a 
seperate e-mail)

D’Nasha Shelby also 
played with the Ama-
rillo Lady Gators in the 
7th grade division.
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From the Friona Star Archives

Dairy MAX awards scholarships
Dairy MAX has awarded $7,500 in 

scholarships to three students across 
the region who have ties to the dairy 
industry and are planning to continue 
their education in the agriculture in-
dustry.

The 2024 scholarship recipients are 
Tom Kuiper of Hico, Texas; Layne 

Burnett of Carpenter, Wyoming; and 
Dieter Ally of Friona, Texas. Each re-
cipient was awarded $2,500 in schol-
arships to go towards their college 
education. Scholarships are awarded 
based on a combination of scholastic 
achievement, leadership, and involve-
ment in agriculture.

Turning 65  
and Confused About Your MEDICARE Options? 

Are you being overwhelmed with information about Medicare?

Schedule a coffee break with Gayla Quillin at Parmer Medical Center.
She will use her years of Medicare experience to review your options

and connect you with the right individual to help you navigate the enrollment process!

Call 806.250.2754 today for a 
personal appointment.

The City will open up 
the roll-off box this Satur-
day, July 6, from 10:00 a.m. 
– 3:00 p.m. Please come 
by to dump those items 
that don’t belong in your 
dumpster and do your 
part to help Keep Friona 
Clean!

The roll-off box is located 
at East 8th and South Jack-
son Ave. It is a free service 

Roll-off box to open up for waste items
Keep Friona Clean

Yard Parking 
 

Alleys 
 

Keep Friona Clean 

refrigerators/AC units, 
paint cans (with or with-
out liquids), electronics 
and appliances, drums/
barrels, brick, wood and 
concrete, railroad ties. 
Items not accepted in 
the roll-off box are tires, 
oil and tree limbs. To dis-
pose of these items, please 
contact the City office at  
806-250-2761. 

provided to Friona resi-
dents. Examples of items 
not allowed in dumpsters 
includes: steel and metal, 
mattresses and furniture, 

FRIONA FIRST . . . Charles Allen, Dean Schilling, 
and George Taylor hold a sign proclaiming a “first” 
for the city of Friona.

Spudnut Factory To Locate In Friona

By Bill Ellis
A major “first” for the 

city of Friona was an-
nounce this week. A 
Spudnut factory, which 
will serve as a central 
warehouse and supply 
center for 72 counties in 
a four-state area, is to be 
built in Friona. The en-
terprise will be the first of 
a manufacturing stand-
point, it will be the first 
factory of its kind located 
in the state of Texas.

Friona’s first industrial 
business will be known 
as the “Golden Spread 
Spudnut Corporation” 
and is one of only 14 or 
so in the entire United 
States. Taylor Construc-
tion Company of Friona 
will build the facility 
which will be located in 

(Friona Star, Thursday, July 2, 1964)

the 900 block of Main 
Street, north of Piggly 
Wiggly Supermarket. 
The new venture will 

employ 20 workers at full 
capacity and will be in 
operation by September 
1st.

Parmer County Com-
missioners met in regular 
session on Monday, June 
24, 2024 at 10:00 a.m. in 
the County Courtroom of 
the Parmer County Court-
house in Farwell, Texas. 
The meeting began with 
prayer and the Pledge of 
Allegiance to the Ameri-
can Flag and Texas Flag.

There were no com-
ments from the public 
during the open forum. 
Minutes from the June 
10th meeting were read 
and approved. Commis-
sioners approved the 
payment of the accounts 
payables as presented by 
County Treasurer Sharon 
May. The Treasurer’s Pay-

roll Report was also ap-
proved.

The depth limit of utility 
and water lines trenched 
under county roads was 
discussed. After doing 
some research, Judge 
Carrasco said that no rules 
could be found in any 
court documents. After 
further discussion, Com-
missioners approved set-
ting the limit at 48 inches 
from the bottom of the 
ditch lines.

Sheriff Geske reported 
that the Parmer County 
Law Enforcement Center 
is currently housing 25 
inmates, all from Parmer 
County. Geske also re-
ported that the Sheriff’s 

Office had passed a jail 
inspection conducted by 
the state. An extra patrol 
vehicle for the Sheriff’s 
Office was also discussed. 
No action was taken.

In other business, a 
stock water line under a 
county road in Precinct 
2 was approved. Com-
missioners discussed the 
appointment of an indi-
vidual to serve as a Local 
Rabies Control Authority. 
The item was tabled until 
a later date. The next regu-
lar meeting is scheduled 
for July 8th.

All meetings are open to 
the public. Information in 
this article is only a sum-
mary.

Depth Limit Set for Utility & Water Lines in County
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In Congress, July 4, 1776
The unanimous Declaration 

of the thirteen united States of 
America, When in the Course 
of human events, it becomes 
necessary for one people to 
dissolve the political bands 
which have connected them 
with another, and to assume 
among the powers of the 
earth, the separate and equal 
station to which the Laws of 
Nature and of Nature’s God 
entitle them, a decent respect 
to the opinions of mankind 
requires that they should de-
clare the causes which impel 
them to the separation.

We hold these truths to 
be self-evident, that all men 
are created equal, that they 
are endowed by their Cre-
ator with certain unalienable 
Rights, that among these are 
Life, Liberty and the pursuit 
of Happiness.--That to secure 
these rights, Governments are 
instituted among Men, de-
riving their just powers from 
the consent of the governed, 
--That whenever any Form 
of Government becomes de-
structive of these ends, it is 
the Right of the People to alter 
or to abolish it, and to insti-
tute new Government, laying 
its foundation on such princi-
ples and organizing its powers 
in such form, as to them shall 
seem most likely to effect 
their Safety and Happiness. 
Prudence, indeed, will dictate 
that Governments long estab-
lished should not be changed 
for light and transient causes; 
and accordingly all experience 
hath shewn, that mankind are 
more disposed to suffer, while 
evils are sufferable, than to 
right themselves by abolish-
ing the forms to which they 
are accustomed. But when a 
long train of abuses and usur-
pations, pursuing invariably 
the same Object evinces a 
design to reduce them under 
absolute Despotism, it is their 
right, it is their duty, to throw 
off such Government, and to 
provide new Guards for their 

future security.--Such has 
been the patient sufferance 
of these Colonies; and such is 
now the necessity which con-
strains them to alter their for-
mer Systems of Government. 
The history of the present 
King of Great Britain is a his-
tory of repeated injuries and 
usurpations, all having in di-
rect object the establishment 
of an absolute Tyranny over 
these States. To prove this, let 
Facts be submitted to a can-
did world.

He has refused his Assent 
to Laws, the most wholesome 
and necessary for the public 
good.

He has forbidden his Gover-
nors to pass Laws of immedi-
ate and pressing importance, 
unless suspended in their op-
eration till his Assent should 
be obtained; and when so 
suspended, he has utterly ne-
glected to attend to them.

He has refused to pass other 
Laws for the accommodation 
of large districts of people, 
unless those people would 
relinquish the right of Repre-
sentation in the Legislature, a 
right inestimable to them and 
formidable to tyrants only.

He has called together leg-
islative bodies at places un-
usual, uncomfortable, and 
distant from the depository 
of their public Records, for 
the sole purpose of fatiguing 
them into compliance with 
his measures.

He has dissolved Represen-
tative Houses repeatedly, for 
opposing with manly firmness 
his invasions on the rights of 
the people.

He has refused for a long 
time, after such dissolutions, 
to cause others to be elected; 
whereby the Legislative pow-
ers, incapable of Annihilation, 
have returned to the People 
at large for their exercise; the 
State remaining in the mean 
time exposed to all the dan-
gers of invasion from without, 
and convulsions within.

He has endeavoured to pre-

vent the population of these 
States; for that purpose ob-
structing the Laws for Natural-
ization of Foreigners; refusing 
to pass others to encourage 
their migrations hither, and 
raising the conditions of new 
Appropriations of Lands.

He has obstructed the Ad-
ministration of Justice, by re-
fusing his Assent to Laws for 
establishing Judiciary powers.

He has made Judges depen-
dent on his Will alone, for the 
tenure of their offices, and the 
amount and payment of their 
salaries.

He has erected a multi-
tude of New Offices, and sent 
hither swarms of Officers to 
harrass our people, and eat 
out their substance.

He has kept among us, in 
times of peace, Standing 
Armies without the Consent 
of our legislatures.

He has affected to render the 
Military independent of and 
superior to the Civil power.

He has combined with oth-
ers to subject us to a jurisdic-
tion foreign to our constitu-
tion, and unacknowledged by 
our laws; giving his Assent to 
their Acts of pretended Legis-
lation:

For Quartering large bodies 
of armed troops among us:

For protecting them, by a 
mock Trial, from punishment 
for any Murders which they 
should commit on the Inhab-
itants of these States:

For cutting off our Trade 
with all parts of the world:

For imposing Taxes on us 
without our Consent:

For depriving us in many 
cases, of the benefits of Trial 
by Jury:

For transporting us beyond 
Seas to be tried for pretended 
offences

For abolishing the free 
System of English Laws in a 
neighbouring Province, es-
tablishing therein an Arbi-
trary government, and en-
larging its Boundaries so as to 
render it at once an example 

and fit instrument for intro-
ducing the same absolute rule 
into these Colonies:

For taking away our Char-
ters, abolishing our most 
valuable Laws, and altering 
fundamentally the Forms of 
our Governments:

For suspending our own 
Legislatures, and declaring 
themselves invested with 
power to legislate for us in all 
cases whatsoever.

He has abdicated Govern-
ment here, by declaring us 
out of his Protection and wag-
ing War against us.

He has plundered our seas, 
ravaged our Coasts, burnt our 
towns, and destroyed the lives 
of our people.

He is at this time transport-
ing large Armies of foreign 
Mercenaries to compleat the 
works of death, desolation 
and tyranny, already begun 
with circumstances of Cru-
elty & perfidy scarcely paral-
leled in the most barbarous 
ages, and totally unworthy 
the Head of a civilized nation.

He has constrained our 
fellow Citizens taken Cap-
tive on the high Seas to bear 
Arms against their Country, 
to become the executioners 
of their friends and Brethren, 
or to fall themselves by their 
Hands.

He has excited domestic in-
surrections amongst us, and 
has endeavoured to bring on 
the inhabitants of our fron-
tiers, the merciless Indian 
Savages, whose known rule of 
warfare, is an undistinguished 
destruction of all ages, sexes 
and conditions.

In every stage of these Op-
pressions We have Petitioned 
for Redress in the most hum-
ble terms: Our repeated Pe-
titions have been answered 
only by repeated injury. A 
Prince whose character is 
thus marked by every act 
which may define a Tyrant, is 
unfit to be the ruler of a free 

people.
Nor have We been wanting 

in attentions to our Brittish 
brethren. We have warned 
them from time to time of at-
tempts by their legislature to 
extend an unwarrantable ju-
risdiction over us. We have 
reminded them of the cir-
cumstances of our emigra-
tion and settlement here. We 
have appealed to their native 
justice and magnanimity, and 
we have conjured them by the 
ties of our common kindred 
to disavow these usurpations, 
which, would inevitably in-
terrupt our connections and 
correspondence. They too 
have been deaf to the voice of 
justice and of consanguinity. 
We must, therefore, acquiesce 
in the necessity, which de-
nounces our Separation, and 
hold them, as we hold the rest 
of mankind, Enemies in War, 
in Peace Friends.

We, therefore, the Repre-
sentatives of the united States 
of America, in General Con-
gress, Assembled, appealing 
to the Supreme Judge of the 
world for the rectitude of our 
intentions, do, in the Name, 
and by Authority of the good 
People of these Colonies, sol-
emnly publish and declare, 
That these United Colonies 
are, and of Right ought to be 
Free and Independent States; 
that they are Absolved from 
all Allegiance to the British 
Crown, and that all political 
connection between them 
and the State of Great Brit-
ain, is and ought to be totally 
dissolved; and that as Free 
and Independent States, they 
have full Power to levy War, 
conclude Peace, contract Al-
liances, establish Commerce, 
and to do all other Acts and 
Things which Independent 
States may of right do. And for 
the support of this Declara-
tion, with a firm reliance on 
the protection of divine Provi-
dence, we mutually pledge to 
each other our Lives, our For-
tunes and our sacred Honor.

Declaration of Independence

The U.S. Bill of Rights

Georgia
Button Gwinnett
Lyman Hall
George Walton 
North Carolina
William Hooper
Joseph Hewes
John Penn 
South Carolina
Edward Rutledge
Thomas Heyward, Jr.
Thomas Lynch, Jr.

Arthur Middleton 
Massachusetts
John Hancock
Maryland
Samuel Chase
William Paca
Thomas Stone
Charles Carroll of Carrollton
Virginia
George Wythe
Richard Henry Lee
Thomas Jefferson

Benjamin Harrison
Thomas Nelson, Jr.
Francis Lightfoot Lee
Carter Braxton 
Pennsylvania
Robert Morris
Benjamin Rush
Benjamin Franklin
John Morton
George Clymer
James Smith
George Taylor

James Wilson
George Ross
Delaware
Caesar Rodney
George Read
Thomas McKean 
New York
William Floyd
Philip Livingston
Francis Lewis
Lewis Morris 
New Jersey

Richard Stockton
John Witherspoon
Francis Hopkinson
John Hart
Abraham Clark 
New Hampshire
Josiah Bartlett
William Whipple 
Massachusetts
Samuel Adams
John Adams
Robert Treat Paine

Elbridge Gerry 
Rhode Island
Stephen Hopkins
William Ellery 
Connecticut
Roger Sherman
Samuel Huntington
William Williams
Oliver Wolcott 
New Hampshire
Matthew Thornton

Note: The following text is a transcrip-
tion of the first ten amendments to the 
Constitution in their original form. 
These amendments were ratified De-
cember 15, 1791, and form what is 
known as the “Bill of Rights.”

Amendment I
Congress shall make no law respect-
ing an establishment of religion, or 
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; 
or abridging the freedom of speech, or 
of the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition 
the Government for a redress of griev-
ances.

Amendment II
A well regulated Militia, being neces-
sary to the security of a free State, the 
right of the people to keep and bear 
Arms, shall not be infringed.

Amendment III
No Soldier shall, in time of peace be 
quartered in any house, without the 

consent of the Owner, nor in time of 
war, but in a manner to be prescribed 
by law.

Amendment IV
The right of the people to be secure in 
their persons, houses, papers, and ef-
fects, against unreasonable searches 
and seizures, shall not be violated, 
and no Warrants shall issue, but upon 
probable cause, supported by Oath or 
affirmation, and particularly describ-
ing the place to be searched, and the 
persons or things to be seized.

Amendment V
No person shall be held to answer for a 
capital, or otherwise infamous crime, 
unless on a presentment or indict-
ment of a Grand Jury, except in cases 
arising in the land or naval forces, or 
in the Militia, when in actual service in 
time of War or public danger; nor shall 
any person be subject for the same of-
fence to be twice put in jeopardy of life 

or limb; nor shall be compelled in any 
criminal case to be a witness against 
himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, 
or property, without due process of 
law; nor shall private property be taken 
for public use, without just compensa-
tion.

Amendment VI
In all criminal prosecutions, the ac-
cused shall enjoy the right to a speedy 
and public trial, by an impartial jury 
of the State and district wherein the 
crime shall have been committed, 
which district shall have been previ-
ously ascertained by law, and to be in-
formed of the nature and cause of the 
accusation; to be confronted with the 
witnesses against him; to have com-
pulsory process for obtaining witness-
es in his favor, and to have the Assis-
tance of Counsel for his defence.

Amendment VII
In Suits at common law, where the val-

ue in controversy shall exceed twenty 
dollars, the right of trial by jury shall 
be preserved, and no fact tried by a 
jury, shall be otherwise re-examined 
in any Court of the United States, than 
according to the rules of the common 
law.

Amendment VIII
Excessive bail shall not be required, 
nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel 
and unusual punishments inflicted.

Amendment IX
The enumeration in the Constitution, 
of certain rights, shall not be construed 
to deny or disparage others retained by 
the people.

Amendment X
The powers not delegated to the Unit-
ed States by the Constitution, nor pro-
hibited by it to the States, are reserved 
to the States respectively, or to the 
people.
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Obituary
Anthony Dewayne Holland

Anthony Dewayne 
Holland, age 79, of Eu-
bank, Kentucky, for-
merly of Lancaster, 
Kentucky, passed away 
peacefully at his home 
Tuesday, June 25, 2024, 
surrounded by his fam-
ily. Born Friday, June 
15, 1945, in Coleman, 
Texas, he was the son 
of the late Harvey Hol-
land & the late Bessie 
Ellen Lee Holland. His 
loving wife, whom he 
married Friday, Decem-
ber 30, 1983, is Nancy 
Peterson Holland. De-
wayne was a U.S. Army 
Veteran and member 
of Lancaster Baptist 
Church. Dewayne previ-
ously owned D. Holland 
Homes, and worked in 
real estate, appraisal, 
and banking. Dewayne 
also served as the Gar-
rard County Chamber 
of Commerce Director 
for eight years and was 
a member of the Gar-
rard County Industrial 
Board. Dewayne en-
joyed spending time 
with his grandchildren 
and his dog (Peanut), 
golfing, fishing, and 
camping. 

In addition to his wife, 
Dewayne leaves behind 
three children, Kristin 
Bailey (Cody) of Lean-
der, Texas, Christopher 
Holland (KoKa) of Sci-
ence Hill, Kentucky, 
and Jeffrey Holland (Ju-
lie) of Paint Lick, Ken-
tucky; seven grandchil-
dren, Andrew Holland, 
Arnold “A.J.” Holland, 
Kendyll Bailey, Camryn 

Bailey, Elliot Holland, 
Blake Holland, and Jace 
Holland; three brothers, 
Ray Holland (Sharon) 
of Brownwood, Texas, 
Randall Holland (Carey) 
of Mullin, Texas, and 
Preston Holland (Lisa) 
of Midland, Texas; step-
mother, Nancy Holland 
Snodgrass of Brown-
wood, Texas; three sis-
ters, Lena Day (late 
Jerry) of Brownwood, 
Texas, Latoyia Sawyer 
(Jim) of Arlington, Ari-
zona, and Anita Gibbs 
(Leon) of Alvarado, 
Texas; sister-in-law, Es-
ther Bailey (Louis) of 
Stanford, Kentucky; and 
several nieces, nephews, 
and other extended fam-
ily members and friends 
who mourn his passing.

In addition to his par-
ents, Dewayne was pre-
ceded in death by two 
brothers, Curtis Holland 
and James Howell; and 
two sisters, Peggy White 
and Shirley Adams.

A Public Visitation was 
held from 4:00-7:00 P.M. 
on Thursday, June 27, 
2024, at Lancaster Bap-
tist Church. 

The Public Funeral 
Service was held at 7:00 
P.M. Thursday, at the 
church. Bro. Harold Best 

& Bro. Matt Cooke of-
ficiated the service. The 
Funeral Service was 
livestreamed on De-
wayne’s memorial page 
of the funeral home’s 
website. 

A Public Graveside 
Service, with Full Mili-
tary Honors and Burial, 
was held at 10:00 A.M. 
on Friday, June 28, 2024, 
at Camp Nelson Nation-
al Cemetery. The Grave-
side Service will also 
livestreamed on De-
wayne’s memorial page 
of the funeral home’s 
website.

Andrew Holland, A.J. 
Holland, Craig Ander-
son, David Land, Kalem 
Grasham, and Scott Bo-
lin served as Active Pall-
bearers. Elliot Holland, 
Blake Holland, Jace Hol-
land, Kendyll Bailey, and 
Camryn Bailey served as 
Junior Pallbearers. The 
Fits & Misfits Sunday 
School Class at Lancast-
er Baptist Church served 
as Honorary Pallbearers.

Memorial Contri-
butions suggested to 
Clear Creek Baptist Bi-
ble College, 300 Clear 
Creek Road, Pineville, 
KY 40977; Casting for 
Christ, c/o KoKa Hol-
land, 265 Park Lane, 
Science Hill, KY 42553; 
Hospice of Lake Cum-
berland, 100 Parkway 
Drive, Somerset, KY 
42503; or the American 
Cancer Society, P.O. Box 
6704, Hagerstown, MD 
2174.

Fox & Friend Funeral 
Home, Stanford, Ken-
tucky, was entrusted 
with Dewayne’s ar-
rangements. Guest 
Book at www.friendfu 
neralhomes.com.

Texas State Parks Offers Seven 
Summer Heat Safety Tips

With heat-related ill-
nesses on the rise, Texas 
State Parks is sharing 
seven tips to help Tex-
ans beat the heat and 
enjoy their time in the 
outdoors safely.

Last year, 48 state 
parks reported 156 heat-
related illnesses in hu-
mans and pets, but this 
year could well eclipse 
that. State parks have 
already fielded 51 heat-
related incidents since 
January 1st, compared 
to 32 reported by this 
time last year.

Here are the top seven 
heat hacks recommend-
ed for park visitors:

Hydrate - It’s impor-
tant to drink at least 16 
ounces of water every 
hour to prevent dehy-
dration. Don’t forget 
to bring enough for 
your four-legged family 
members too.

Block the Rays - Ap-
ply a generous amount 
of sunscreen or sun-
block before heading 
outdoors. Be sure to re-
apply every couple of 
hours, and after swim-
ming or sweating.

Dress Smart - Wear 
light, loose-fitting, 
breathable clothing; a 
hat, correct shoes, sun-
screen and wet bandan-
as to keep you cool while 
in the sun. For pets, 
protect paws against 
blistering by hitting 
the trails during cooler 
times of the day when 
the ground isn’t hot or 
by putting booties on 
pets to help shield paws 
from the hot ground. 
Touch the pavement or 
ground with the back of 
your hand. If you cannot 
hold it there for five sec-
onds, the surface is too 

hot for your dog’s paws.
Stay Salty - Food helps 

keep up energy and 
replace salt lost from 
sweating. Eating snacks 
such as jerky, granola, 
trail mix, tuna and dried 
fruit is a fantastic way to 
nourish your body while 
on the trails.

Buddy System - Two 
brains are better than 
one. It’s beneficial to 
have someone with you 
in hot conditions so you 
can look after each oth-
er on the trail. With high 
temperatures hitting 
Texas, heat-related ill-
nesses are common and 
having a friend around 
to help recognize the 
early symptoms can 
save you from getting 
sick.

Plan Ahead - Study 
the map and have it 
with you. Avoid relying 
on your phone for maps 
since service may be un-
available in back-coun-
try areas. Average hikers 
move at two miles per 
hour, so allow yourself 
plenty of time to avoid 
hiking in the heat of the 
day. Make sure to rest 
in a cool or shaded area 

to recover from the heat 
if necessary. It is also a 
good idea to let some-
one know your plan be-
fore you hit the trails and 
what time you should be 
back. That way, if you 
become lost, people 
know where to look.

Pup-Safety - Dogs are 
as susceptible to heat as 
their humans are, so it is 
good practice to ensure 
that you bring enough 
water and snacks for 
four-legged hiking bud-
dies to last the entirety 
of the trip.

Additionally, visitors 
should heed notices 
posted at trailheads 
about site-specific con-
ditions before setting 
out for the day. The park 
websites and staff are 
also a valuable resource 
for folks wanting to know 
about trail and forecast-
ed conditions before 
starting their walk. Park 
alerts on the website are 
updated regularly and 
are a valuable resource 
for visitors prior to ar-
rival at the park.

Texas State Park reser-
vations can be made by 
calling the Texas State 
Park Reservation Cen-
ter at (512) 389-8900 on 
weekdays during nor-
mal business hours. You 
can also reserve a camp-
site or day pass anytime 
online. Overnight res-
ervations can be made 
up to five months in ad-
vance, and day passes 
can be reserved up to 30 
days in advance. If your 
plans change, please 
modify or cancel your 
reservation as soon as 
possible to allow some-
one else to enjoy the 
park as we do expect 
parks to reach capacity 
limits.

State Capital Highlights By Gary Borders

Cornyn bill would in-
crease security for 
judges

Legislation sponsored 
by U.S. Sen. John Cornyn 
would, if passed, estab-
lish a new resource cen-
ter that would monitor 
threats to local judges 
and provide training for 
both judges and staff at 
state and local courts, 
The Dallas Morning 
News reported.

At a panel held recent-
ly at the University of 
North Texas law school, 
participating judges and 
prosecutors expressed 
support for the measure, 
which passed the Senate 
unanimously in mid-
June and awaits consid-
eration in the House.

A consultant for the 
nonprofit National 
Center for State Courts 
said attacks and threats 
against members of the 
federal judiciary in-
creased 400% from 2015 
through 2021. In Texas, 
security incidents in-
volving local judiciary 
have increased four-fold 
on average since fiscal 
year 2017, though the 

number dropped slight-
ly last fiscal year.

“This isn’t partisan. 
It’s just common sense,” 
Cornyn said during a 
news conference after 
the roundtable discus-
sion.

Top 10 state parks list-
ed by TPWD

With summer in full 
swing, Texas’ 89 state 
parks are expecting an 
influx of visitors. Texas 
Parks and Wildlife De-
partment recently re-
leased the top 10 parks 
in terms of visitors. The 
top 10 in reverse or-
der are, according to 
the Austin American-
Statesman:

10. Ink Lakes State 
Park, Burnet County

9. Dinosaur Valley 
State Park, near Glen 
Rose in Somervell 
County

8. Brazos Bend State 
Park, Fort Bend County

7. Enchanted Rock 
State Natural Area, be-
tween Fredericksburg 
and Llano

6. McKinney Falls 
State Park, Travis Coun-

ty
5. Ray Roberts State 

Park Isle du Bois, Den-
ton County

4. Cedar Hill State 
Park, Dallas County

3. Ray Roberts Lake 
State Park, Sanger Unit, 
Denton County

2. Palo Duro Canyon 
State Park, Armstrong 
County

And the top state park 
for visitors: Garner State 
Park, located in Uvalde 
County, which hosted 
more than 475,000 visi-
tors in 2023.

Fewer students seek fi-
nancial aid after FAFSA 
glitches

Nearly 30,000 fewer 
Texas students have 
filled out the federal 
form this year to apply 
for financial aid after a 
new rollout was beset 
with complications and 
delays, the Texas Tri-
bune reported.

A revamped Free Ap-
plication for Federal 
Student Aid has resulted 
in hurdles that have led 
to fewer high-school 
students seeking finan-

cial aid for college, with 
FAFSA completion rates 
for Texas students drop-
ping by 8.8 percentage 
points. That decline is 
sharper than what the 
state experienced dur-
ing the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

“These are by far the 
steepest declines that 
I have observed,” said 
Bill DeBaun, the senior 
director of data and 
strategic initiatives at 
the National College 
Attainment Network. 
“It’s going to take a re-

ally significant push this 
summer to continue to 
connect students with 
the FAFSA completion 
support they need and 
keep them on track for 
the post-secondary 
pathways to which they 
aspire.”

The U.S. Education 
Department was or-
dered by Congress to 
revamp FAFSA in 2020 
to make it simpler to fill 
out, but the new form’s 
release came out three 
months late, cutting 
the time high school 

counselors had to help 
students with the form. 
Glitches were reported 
by many students at-
tempting to complete 
the form, The Tribune 
reported.

Gary Borders is a veter-
an award-winning Texas 
journalist. He published 
a number of communi-
ty newspapers in Texas 
during a 30-year span, 
including in Longview, 
Fort Stockton, Nacogdo-
ches, Lufkin and Cedar 
Park. Email: gborders@
texaspress.com
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The bank designed with YOU in mind.

• Free Checking
• Premier+ Senior Accounts

• Reward Checking
• Savings/ Real Saver

• Certificate of Deposits
• Money Market Accounts

• 18 Month “Raise Your Rate” CDs
• IRAs

• Direct Deposit
• Safe Deposit Box Rentals

• FDIC Insured
• Convenient ATMs

• CheckCards/ Business Debit Cards
• Free Internet Banking with Free Bill Pay

• Mobile App
• Telebank-24 Hr Telephone Banking

• Bank Cashiers Checks
• VISA Money Cards
• Commercial Loans

• Mortgage Loans
• Home Equity Loans 

• Consumer Loans

www.fnbhereford.com • Online Banking  
NMLS #631662 TeleBank (806) 364-8300

Happy Happy 
FourtH oF July!FourtH oF July!

Our offices will 
be closed 

Thursday, July 4 
in observance 

of Independence 
Day

301 W. 3rd
Hereford, Texas
(806) 363-2265

403 N. 25 Mile
Hereford, Texas
(806) 360-2100

710 W. 11th
Friona, Texas
(806) 250-2900

8700 FM 2219
Amarillo, TX

(806) 350-6391

DETAILS & MACRO
Wylie Osterkamp, Senior, 1st Place

LANDSCAPE & NATURE
Rory Pomper, Senior, 2nd Place

DETAILS & MACRO
Ander Pomper, Intermediate, 2nd Place

ENHANCED
Rory Pomper, Senior, 1st Place

4-H Photography Contest (District 2)

ANIMAL, WILDLIFE
Ander Pomper, Intermediate, 3rd Place

LANDSCAPE & NATURE
Ander Pomper, Intermediate, 3rd Place

FOOD
Ander Pomper, Intermediate, 3rd Place

TheTheThe TheTheTheChamber Business Spotlight
Presented by the Friona Chamber of Commerce & Agriculture

Andy Montana is a local business owner providing both 
real estate and insurance services under one roof. Andy 
Montana Insurance is an independent insurance agen-
cy offering auto, home, general liability, trucking, and 
many other insurance policies. They offer these servic-
es for both businesses and individuals. Andy also has 
his real estate license and can help you in the purchas-
ing or selling of your home or property. With years of 
experience and a deep commitment to his community, 
Andy has become a trusted name for individuals and 
families seeking expert guidance in these critical areas.

Andy Montana Real Estate & Insurance


