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-as told by- 
Mrs. John Berry 

Each man holds within 
his heart-the dreams of a 
land all his own no other 
land will do, no other land 
is home. 	-Robert Nail 

Those who came to this 
part of Texas were looking 
for a land all his own-
they were land lovers and 
home makers. 

Briefly, this is the time of 
sequence in 1854 a series 
of forts were built along the 
wagon trails runnning west 
and a few settlers staked 
claims in unorganized and 
unprotected land which 
later became Callahan 
County. By 1860's the 
Hittsons had a large cow 
camp in the area. 	By 
1870's a number a families 
came west by military 
raods leading to Camp 
Pecan, Camp Cooper, 
Fort Belknap and Fort 
Phantom. Robert and Lee 
Parker traveled these roads 
and Cynthia Ann Parker 
was brought over later. 

Probably 	the 	first 
men to reside in the 
the Callahan , County area  

was James Dulan of Georg-
ia, 1839. Besides, the 
Hittson's in the east part of 
this area were: the Eu-
banks, Whittens, Clayton 
Brothers, the Harts, the 
Merchants (who helped es-
tablished Abilene, Texas) 
the McCoys, McFarlane, 
Cutbirths, Gilliands, J. 
Trent, Flores, Snyders, 
Williams, 	Hatchetts, 
Matleys, Jacksons, Scotts, 
Foys, McWhorites and 
many others. 

Callahan County was 
organized July 3, 1877 at 
Callahan City. 

Between 1879-1881 the 
T & P Railroad pushed west 
and in December 1880 a 
station opened what is now 
Clyde. 

Repeatedly the first res-
idence in Clyde was a log 
cabin owned by Mr. Shep-
hard. It was located just 
south of the present depot. 
The first depot Was located 
south of the tracks and 
almost 100 yards west of 
the present depot. It was a 
small boxed house 10x20 
feet. A Mr. Looley was the 
was the first operation. 
The second station ,  was 'a  

boxcar set on the north 
side of the tracks. (Note: 
the depot maintain has 
moved to the Clyde school 
grounds and is a scout 
hut. It was evidently the 
3rd depot) 

The first Postoffice was 
located southeast of the 
town in the south part of 
the Tabor's pasture. The 
second Postoffice was on 
the north side of the 
railroad tracks. 	Before 
there was a depot the mail 
was thrown from the train 
and picked up by the post-
master. He received no 
monthly salary but was 
paid according to the num-
ber of letters that he 
mailed. 

Texas came in the Union 
in 1845. We were such a 
new land. We are only 
100 years old as a county. 
We were organized July 
3, 1877. Clyde wasn't 
a hundred years old and 
won't be until 1980. Cly-
de's first postmaster was 
appointed June 27, 1881, 
but only served three mon-
ths. 

We are so new--- 
Texas 'got it's first  

air conditioning in public 
buildings in 1924-two the-
aters in Dallas and one in 
Houston installed 'new fan-
gled cooling systems.' 

Willa Carther said, 
"The history of every coun-
ty begins in the heart of  

a man or a woman." I 
was born and lived on the 
tales of Texas. My mother, 
Frances Collier-McCorley, 
and her mother, Nancy 
Whitley 	Lindsay-Collier 
were both born in Smith, 
County, Texas, near Troup. 

And John's people have 
run cattle in Texas under a 
"76" brand for over a 
hundred years. 

Now back to the be-
ginnings. Our area was 

WE CARRY A COMPLETE LINE 

OF TRUCKS TO FIT YOUR NEEDS 

With Parts And Service For "All Makes" 

CUSTOM 
INTERNATIONAL 

TRUCK, INC. 
TEXAS TOLL FREE 1-800-582-4307 

DIAL 677-3393 
EAST HWY. 80 ABILENE 

SOUTHWEST 
SAVINGS & LOAN 

ASSOCIATION 

 

Our range can help you make 
the most of your range 

 

NIMBI 

FSLIC 
Id•••• 	I man •••••••••1 

lam •••••••2.1.".•n4 hiSAILIMO 

Let's face it. If the 
summer heat hasn't 
already sapped the 
nutrition from your 
range grasses, the 
oncoming cold season 
will. 

In winter, native 
grasses here in the 
southwest lose up to 85 
per cent of their 
phosphorous, 75 per 
cent of their protein, 
and most all of their 
energy. 

If you winter your 
cattle on poor pasture 
alone, you're liable to 
end up with thin cows; 
poor conception rates; 
and weak, deformed, 
even dead calves. 

The only sure way to 
come out ahead is to 
give your range a little 
help with a good 
supplement. Like 
ACCO. 

We've been making 
nutritionally balanced 
range feeds for folks 
around here for over 
25 years. Nobody, but 
nobody, knows more 
about the nutritional 
needs of cattle raised 
here in the southwest. 

And we've got a 
wide range of feeds to 
choose from--in 
convenient blocks, 
cubes, pellets and 
meal form. 

; 32 PER CENT  

BREEDER RANGE 
CUBES High protein 
cubes for feeding when 
you have an abun-
dance of dry range 
grass or low-protein 
hay. They contain 
more protein and 
phosphorous than our 
20 per cent Breeder 
Cubes. And they're 
guaranteed to provide 
20,000 units of vitamin 
A per pound. 

20 PER CENT 
SUPERCHARGED-
PAYMASTER 
BREEDER RANGE 
CUBES These and our 
21 PER CENT 
BREEDER RANGE 
CUBES are low fiber, 
highly digestible, high 
energy cubes for 
supplemental winter 
feeding. 	They're 
fortified 	with 
phosphorous, trace 
minerals, and 
vitamins A (20,000 
units per pound) D and 
E. 

20 PER CENT GRO-
MOR RANGE CUBES 
Formulated for 
periods of drought or 

severe winter--when 
forage is limited. 
These cubes provide 
all the protein and 
other essential 
nutrients required 
during periods of 
stress. (20,000 units of 
vitamin A per pound). 

20 PER CENT 
THRIFTM ASTER 
RANGE CUBES An 
economical way to 
supplement when 
grass is limited. These 
cubes provide protein, 
vitamin A (10,000 units 
per pound) and trace 
minerals at minimum 
cost. 

To offer you even 
more variety, these 
cubes are available 
with all natural 
protein or equivalent 
protein. 

So if you want to 
bring your herd 
through this winter in 
good condition, stop by 
your ACCO dealer's 
today. He'll help you 
round-out your range 
with 	a 	quality 
research-proven 
supplement from ours. 

340 Hickory At N. 4th 

673-8153 

BRANCH OFFICES: 
2625 Barrow At S 27th 

853 Judge Ely Blvd At EN 10 

R1UA1 HOUSING 
LENDER 

NamgalikiN./&, 
ACCO FEEDS 

APWiempr 

P.O.Box 521 Abilene, Texas 79604 (915) 672- 3271 
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Energy-Misers--- 
for instant heat comfort 
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PIONEERS TOO... 

BEN E. KEITH Co. 
IF ITS FRESH 

IT COMES FROM 

KEITH'S 

FRESH FRUITS VEGETABLES 

-WHOLESALE- 

DIAL 677-5271 

2149 COTTONWOOD 

ABILENE 

WITH PRIDEN.PERFORMANCE 

WE SERVE YOUR AREA: 

JACK LEONARD 
IRRIGATION Co 

BUTLER FARM bldg.& GRAIN 

STORAGE BINS 

SPRINKLER -IRRIGATION 
SYSTEMS 

PUMPS- SPRINKLERS- 

INSTALLATION & DESIGNING 
FINANCING 

DIAL 673-6778 

6799 ANSON HWY 
ABILENE 
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Yester'-Years In 
Callahan County 
(Continued from page one) 

created from a portion of 
Bexar, Bosque and Travis 
counties. It's affairs were 
under Eastland county for 
administrative purposes. 

The first petition was cir-
culated November 1876 and 
presented to Eastland on 
November 17, 1876. There 
were 190 names attached. 
John R. Brown and B.L.  

and skipped the country 
with it leaving the Germans 
wihout anything. 	They 
endured and Mr. Gardener 
at Eula stated that his 
family lived for 7 months on 
10 bushels of hand ground 
corn. 

The Irish came to the 
county from Pennsylvania.  

They were the Dugans. 
They established the 
Catholic church after the 
arrival of James and Ed-
ard in 1883. Later, James 
and Charlie Crowley came. 
The church that had been 
established by the Irish 
was taken by a tornado 
and the St Joachins Catho- 

Continued on Page 3 
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Centennial Greetings 
FROM 

AMERICAN 

MUD COMPANY 

SERVING THE OIL 

INDUSTRY OIL 

MUDS & CHEMICALS 

DIAL 698-8121 

2266 INDUSTRIAL BLVD. 

ABILENE 

   

 

-Toyota- 
( 

No.1 Import 

No. 1 Dealer 

Complete 

Lineup 
Sales & Service 

 

At 

 

 

Toyota of Abilene 
DIAL 673-5088 

3945 _S. 1st 
	

Abilene 

1908 T.P. DEPOT LOCATED IN BAIRD—The on-
set of the railroad made Baird grow and become 
prosperous. 

Patterson had ridden hor- 	HIGHLIGHTED FACTS 
seback for all of this. 	Three years after the 
But, there was an error in county was organized the 
the date. For five months population became 3,453. 
later these men, Brown and 
Patterson again made over 	Baird was first called 
the area and got 157 Gould then Vickery and 
petitioners which they pre- later became known as 
ented at Eastland on the Baird. 
"morning of June 4, 1877" 

The last big bunch of 	In 1881, the T.P. Rail- 
steers moved out of Calla- road moved in and the 
han County was from Hey Portugeese settled south 
McWarters Ranch (Bulah of Clyde and were excellent 
Dyer's father) south of farmers. 	They grew 
Baird. Ed Graham drove Irish potatoes and had a 
700 head of steers to mar- winery. They later went 
ket in the Oklahoma Ter- to California and grew 
ritory. 	 vinyards. 

In 1874 when Col. Ran- 
dall S. McKinsey routed 	Mr. Shepard had the first 
the 	Commanches and log cabin in Clyde in 1879- 
Kiowas in the Palodora 1881. 
Canyon a large number of 
settlers began streaming 	The native grasses in 
into the Callahan County this county were stirrup 
area. People settled on high to a man on horse-
the Pecan Boyou and a- back. 
round Hubbbard Creek, 
Deep Creek, Battle Creek 	Clyde developed farther 
and 	Dead Man Creek, south in 1880. 
also they settled near 
Caddo peaks and Tecumesh 	The Germans from the 
peak. Homes spring up Stutabaker Wagon Factory 
everywhere and that is in Fort Worth, had 35 farn-
when people thought that ilies who gave $100 per 
we should be a seperate family to the treasure to 
county, which we became begin homes in Clyde. 
as described above, on The man who acted as 
July 3, 1877. 	 treasure took the money 

GODSEY- EVANS 
INC. 

DIAL 677-2291 
1111 E. HWY. 80 	ABILENEA 

16. 	 
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MILITARY COLLEGE—The Belle Plains College 
was converted into a military college, along with 
the regular college ciriculum, shortly after it's be-
ginning. The college grew so fast with enrollment 
that within its first years a ladies dormitory was 
added to the present building. 

Furniture 

Television 

Appliances 

So. 1st at Elm 677-3781 

Yester'-Years - 
Continued from Page 2 

lic Church was established 
where the Portugeese 
worshipped. 

The first highway, 
or paved road, was the 
old Highway 818. Judge 
Ely and Rev. J.B. McCarley 
presuaded Austin to build 
it in 1925. 

A French 	Canadian, 
Frank Prew, settled in 
Eagle Cove and had to 
change the spelling of his 
name because he could 
not get his mail delivered 
with the use of the spell-
ing Prouleax. 

Robert Clyde was a crew 
foreman that set up ,a.tent . 
in Callahan County to 
serve the . crew from the • 
railroad. The area had a 
good water well and this 
established a station that a 
boxcar was later put on. 
The crew would finish their 
work and say, "let's go 
to Clyde's", this was ap-
parantly how Clyde got the 
name-Clyde. 
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Boosters of the Economy 

in the Abilene Are 

The Merchants who 
helped establish Abilene 
had the brand "74". 

Mrs. John Berry states, 
"I have lived 52 years of 
my life in this county and 
my parents lived here be-
fore me. I have a sense of 
belonging and love this 
land and the people." 

Everything for the Home 
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THREE LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU 
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Pioneer Manufacturers 

of 

Musical Instruments 

BLVD. 

• 3202 N. FIRST 
• 2550 BARROW 

• 841 JUDGE ELY 
IN ABILENE 

/. 

MA 

We congratulate 
our neighbors 

CONN in Callahan County 
on the Centennial 
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Happy Birthday 

Callahan 
County 

From The-- 

STILL OPERATION—Pictured is the confiscated 
articles used in a big still operation that was 
located south of Baird. The confiscated material 
is pictured here between the courthouse and the 
jail with Sheriff Elve Hughes, District Judge Bob 
Black and Deputy Petterson. The gentleman on 
the far left has not been identified. 

IN APPRECIATION 
Our thanks go out to C. B. Snyder, B. P. Step-

henson, Mrs. Lee Ivey, Mrs. Thelma Berry and 
Jim Hatchett for their time and effort in helping us 
prepare for this special anniversary edition. 

Without their assistance and the assistance of 
countless others, the anniversary edition would 
not have been possible and I am convinced that 
the finest people in the world live in Callahan Co-
unty. 

May God's richest blessings be with you. 
—Star Staff 

" " ICA :NC F.:. •-••;c: Ati 	;Iv; ef-, 
A:a 	wiz ralv... 

CALLAHAN 
SHACKELFORD 

FARM BUREAU 
Baird, Texas 

THE VOICE OF AGRICULTURE 
Since 1957 

Happy 
Birthday 

Callahan County 
on your 

100th Year 

on reaching this 

important milestone 

MAY YOU CONTINUE 
TO GROW 

IN THE NEXT 100!!!! 

Baird 
Chamber of Commerce 

Baird, Texas 
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STAR  OFFICE—Pictured is the Baird Star in it's 
earliest years, operated by W. E. Gilliland. The 
newspaper was originally set up to advertise the 
goods in Mr. Gilliland's store but in 1887, Mr. Gil-
liland bought the first newspaper in Callahan co-
unty, The Clarendon, and established the Baird 
Star. Mr. Gilliland edited the Star for 41 years. 
The first issue of the Star was published on Dec-
ember 8, 1887. 

y 
HAPPY Bitti 

CALLAHAN COUNTY 
ON YOUR 100th YEAR 

May the next 100 years 

be even better 

Griggs Hospital Building Still In Use 
Dr. R.L. Griggs was an 

early Baird physican and 
opened his own hospital 
about 1928 and operated 
it until the Callahan 
General Hospital was con-
structed. 

He served the resi-
dents of Callahan County 
for over 60 years. 	He 
died in Callahan County 
Hospital on March 7,  

1961, after an illness of 
several months. 

Upon closing his hos-
pital he donated much 
of his equipment to the 
Callahan County General 
Hospital. 

The Griggs Hospital 
building is still standing 
and presently occupied 
by the Work's Dry Goods 
Store. The building still  

has 'Griggs Hospital' 
written at the top of the 
building. 	It must have 
been a fine hospital years 
ago and if the building 
could speak it would 
tell us stories theat might 
fascinate us and contribute 
much to our already known 
history of Dr. R.L. Griggs 
and the Griggs Hospital. 

Baird, Phone 854-1596 
Clyde, Putnam, Moran, Dial 0-ask for Enterprise 2920 

(no toll charge) 

Baird, Texas 
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Congratulations 
on your 

100th Year! 
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HAPPY 	
• 

•'•• 
100th BIRTHDAY 

Serving Callahan 

and Coleman Counties 

for the past 60 years 

FEDERAL LAND 
BANK ASSOCIATION 

Your Farm Loans! 
See Us For 
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James Isenhower, Manager 	 • • 
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The Prescription 
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by 
killkce Stephenson 

EMBER 1  IFPgaird where many tres-
passers use a lack of prin-
cipal and rummage through 
the rattlesnake infested 
area. 

The Stephensons use' 
the land for their livestock 
and hunting and say that 
the area is dangerous. 

ne cisterns, built to 
hold the lack of water in 
Belle Plains, were covered 
with planks when the town 
was abandoned and now 
they are traps for an unsus-
pecting footstep. 

Now, the town of Belle 
Plains has a sad and erie 
air for the once lively 
cowtown is so empty and 
lonely appearing. 

You can almost imagine 
the bright, lavious Dry 
Goods Store display win-
dow and the blacksmith 
hammering 	furiously- 
they have all left Belle 
Plain in a sad silence 
that the wind moans 
mournfully 	through... 
except when the orchestra 
can be heard tuning their 
instruments. 

SERVING THE OIL&GAS FRATERNITY 

of WEST TEXAS 

IN THE CONSTRUCTION of HEAVY 

MACHINERY & EQUIPMENT 
HAPPY NEW YEAR—The new year 1900 was to 
start a new century and celebration was due. The 
Segal Hotel in Baird is shown here in celebration 
of the new year and new century. 

Belle Plain's Future Dwindles in 1883 

• CRANES 
• FORKLIFTS 

• COMPRESSORS 
• PUMPS 
• LOADERS 
• AIR TOOLS 
CONTRACTOR SUPPLIES 

CHANCEY 
EQUIPMENT COMPANY 

DIAL 673-7361 
EAST HWY. 80 

ABILENE 
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Belle Plains was given 
birth by the cattle indus-
try who used it as a supply 
point on their cattle drives 
northward. 

The once prospurous 
city of Belle Plains is now 
deserted. After the selec-
tion of Belle Plains as the 
permanent county seat it 
grew rapidly and soon mer-
chants were opening for 
business: Merchant and 
McCoy, General Merchan-
dise; W.T. Berry, General 
Store; McMinn and Seay, 
Dry Goods; Wilson L. Hen-
ry, Blacksmith and Gun-
smith; West and Allen; 
W.J. and Mrs. Powers, 
Hotel; S.J. McMasters, 
B.L. Bellany, Drugs; 
S.E. Chittums Sallon; 
Thomas Russell, contract-
or; with the upper story 
of the Merchant and Mc-
Coy used as the court-
room. And, in 1882 the 
Belle Plains College came 
into being. 	The college 
and the public school 
was ran as a unit in the first 
year. 

The college received its 
charter and a president 
was appointed for the col-
lege. Students from Abi-
lene, Cisco, Burkburnett, 
Cross Plains and numerous 
other places in the frontier, 
attended one of the finest 
colleges in Texas-Belle 
Plains College. 

Belle Plains College 
maintained one of the finest 
music departments in 
the south-west. Some say 
that there were 15 grand 
pianos; there was a band 
arid even a symphony or-
chestra. 

After Baird was ap-
pointed the county seat 
in 1883, Belle Plains soon 
became a ghost town with 
all its residents moving into 
Baird where the Railroad 
was and the water wells 
had given out in Belle 
Plains followed by a 
three year drought. 

Eventhough, the town 
had died the college re- 
mained probably due to 
the Professor and Mrs. 
I.M. Onins who headed 
the fabulous music depart-
ment. But, when the 
professor died, the college 
seemed to die with hi. 

The land where the town 

SERVING THE AREA-- 
RANGER PLANT CONSTRUCTION 

COMPANY 

6801 ANSON HWY 

ABILENE 
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CENTENNIAL GREETINGS--  

OF YOUR PAY CHECK-- 

SOMEONE ELSE WILL 

SAVE FOR YOUR FUTURE WITH 

SAFETY AT ABILENE 

IF YOU DON'T SAVE PART 

Remember-- 

1 1 
• HOME LOANS 
• HOME IMPROVEMENT LOANS 
• INSTALLMENT LOANS 
• CERTIFICATES OF DEPOSIT 
• SAVINGS ACCOUNTS 

I 0 UAL HOUSING 
LENDER 

First 
Security Savings 

Association 677.6286 
Esx.,.. 
III lettnaot 1p.c, 

440 HICKORY 

liMEN1.114 MIMEO( NINON 111M100.!0.114P4IIIMMINIIMNI 10.!.4 

ABILENE 
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J.H. Strain 
& Sons 

Road Building 
Contractors 
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BLACKSMITH SHOP—Pictured is the C.L. Dick-
ey Blacksmith Shop. It was located where the 
Baird postoffice is now located. Mr. C.L. Dickey 
is the gentleman in the photo. 

sip 	ENERGY IN WEST TEXAS 
sip 	 00311. 

G# 0 *- 
DRILLING coe'‘
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Chisolm Trail, Cattle Drives and Cowboys 
Died With The Onset of the Rail Road 

1052 N. 5th 

I 

• 
• 

While In Abilene 
Enjoy Fine Food 

For Enjoyable Service 

Red Barnes  
RESTAURANT 

• 11.1111e.:44 LAPAA11 .21.  
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"4 IOUCli OF COMITRY" 
FINE FOOD 

FOR EVERY TASTE 
With Antiques To Set The Mood 

673-5396 
Little Red Barn 

pend mainly on the cook, 
who drove a chuck wagon 
behind the herd. The cook 
cooked everything in the 
open and was a master at 
his trade. He would gen-
erally serve beans, pota-
toes, beef and dried fruits 
with biscuits and of course, 
black coffee. This meal 
was served buffet style 
with each cowboy filling 
his tin plate from a long 
row of pots and pans. 

The invention of the rail- 

OPEN 24 HOURS 
E HWY 80 - 2 Miles East Of Traffic Circle  

- 
 A 

.do.-  .40.7.01.-.0.-.4s.-.Eso Zap= •••. 41.0.  . 

V61013;30063006110061611006:51ZICWIMIIMIMMWOMMICW" 

BUILDING  GREATER 
ROADS IN THE 

AREA AND STATE 

672-8417 
16111 WALNUT 

_ ABILENE 
. 	\ \ \ \ \ • • 	 . • \ \ \ • \ 	\..\" 

NATIONAL ROOFING 
CONTRACTORS ASSN. 
MIDWEST ROOFING 
CONTRACTORS ASSN. 

The Chisolmn Trail 
had to expand in the late 
1870's to accomodate the 
cattle drives due to the fact 
that farmers and fences 
were being constructed in 
the counties to the east. 
It was the means of solving 
the economic problems of 
the cattlemen immediately 
after the Civil War. Texas 
had a great amount of 
cattle following the war. 

As the settlers increased 
the eastern counties, the 
chisolmn trail changed 
and went through Bexar, 
Kerr, McCulloch, Kendall, 
Coleman, 	Shackelford, 
Baylor, Throckmorton and 
Willbarger counties to the 
Doan's Store on the Red 
River, which was a trading 
post and the last supply 
point until Dodge City, 
Kansas. 

For years, Baird Cow-
boys herded their cattle 
on these trails in a effort 
to reach Dodge City or 
Nebraska. 

In 1881, 211 thousand 
head of cattle passed 
through Belle Plains on 
the Chisolmn Trail to reach 
market from April 1 to 
August, cattle drive sea-
son. 

The last recorded 
drive from this section 
of the country was made in 
1892 by the Reynolds 
Cattle Company with 4,500 
dead. 

In the era of the trail 
drive being a cowboy 
was a trade and trained 
skill. The average amount 
of employed cowboys was 
10-18, varying on the size 
of the herd. 

Cowboys were educated 
and drilled in the signaling 
used to communicate on 
the trail. The cowboys had 
to siganl for they were to 
far apart to communicate. 
Usually, the two most 
skillful 	"cowpokes" 
would be assigned as 
"pointers". Their duties 
were to handle the front 
of the herd and keep it 
in line of course that the 
foreman had ordered. 
The pointers were never 
changed although they 
ocassionally changed sides 
to avoid the dust that the 
cattle stirred. 

The cattle were grazed 
during meals, which were 
at noon and just before 
bedding down for the night. 
There was usually a steer 
leader used and their 
animal wore a bell to lead 
the herd. 	These steer 
leaders were well trained 
and as a general rule 
brought back after the trail 
drive and used the follow-
ing year. 

These hard working 
cowboys seemed to de- 

road was probably what 
killed the trail drives and 
Belle Plain. 

Cattle was and is a great 
industry in Callahan 
County but the life on the 
trail is gone with it's cow-
boy yarns around the 
campfire, songs, the chuck-
wagon and the interesting 
life. 

This was truly unemploy-
ment of skilled laborers. 

1'  

Tye, Texas 

CENTENNIAL 

PRIDE 

PRIDE 

GREETINGS TO 

CALLAHAN COUNTY 

FROM 

PRIDE  

PRIDE REFINING, INC. 

TRANSPORT COMPANY 

PIPELINE COMPANY 

ABILENE, TEXAS 

BAR mc)c)m\@ ,ff910 
COMMERCIAL -RESIDENTIAL 
SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION • REPAIRS 

APPROVED ROOFING CONTRACTOR BY 

JOHNS-MANVILLE 
CELOTEX 

BIRD & SON 
MEMBER 

ROOFING CONTRACTORS 
ASSOCIATION OF 
TEXAS 

BUILT-UP GRAVEL • COMPOSITION • REROOFING 

WATERPROOFING • GUTTERING • SKYLIGHTS • ROOF DECKS 
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BELLE PLAINS COUNTY'S FIRST GOVERN—
MENT—Pictured is the city of Belle Plains, our 
first county seat. These buildings contained all 
the necessary business establishments for a thriv-
ing cowtown. 

WE SERVE THE WEST TEXAS OIL 
FRATERNITY 

B&T Oil Field Supply Inc. 
NEW &USED 

OIL FIELD EQUIPMENT 
DIAL 673.5745 

2118 S. TREADAWAY ABILENE 

BAIRD WED CLUB FOUNDED LIBRARY MUSEUM 

WE SAVE YOU MONEY 

ON ALL YOUR 

HOUSEHOLD 

FURNISHINGS 

from many other states who 
are especially interested 
in historical background of 
this part of the state. 

At present the Library 
Board consists of Miss 
Isadore Grimes, president 
of the Wednesday Club; 
Mrs. Lee Ivey, Secreata',',  
treasurer; and Mrs. ( .C. 
Billingsly. Serving on the 
Museum Board are Mrs. 

COUNTRY CORNER 
FURNITURE CO. 

"Where You Always Pay Less" 

Furniture-Appliances 

Easy Terms-Free Delivery 

DIAL 692-0719 
2541 S. TREADAWAY 

ABILENE 

1 

I 
a 	2 - CAR 

SEDANS 
STATION WAGONS 
PICK-UPS 

SEE 

8 

rIMONINIIIMMONIIIIINISMOINIONMI1011111111111111CHIIIIHNIDDI 

Less Gas - More Car a 

For Economy 

go 

atialk 
DATSUN 3 

a 

DIAL 673-3842 
1218N. LEGGETT 	 ABILENE! 
ins1101 	 1101111NNINIONNSIMINONINNINS1001111111111E 

SAM MOSER MOTORS I 

z 

By Mrs. Lee Ivey 

The Callahan County Li-
brary has been the perm-
anent project of the Baird 
Wednesday Club since the 
founding date of 1937. At 
that time the first library 
board was headed by the 
late Mrs. L.L. Blackburn, 
a charter member of the 
Wednesday club and a 
leader in many civic pro-
jects. Others who assisted 
her were Mrs. J.F. Boren, 
now of Abilene, Mrs. 
W.P. Brightwell, Mrs. Lee 
Ivey, Miss Isadore Grimes, 
Mrs. Sam Gilliland, and the 
late Mmes. Ace Hickman, 
J. Rupert Jackson, Sr., W. 
Clyde White, R.L. Alex-
ander and C.W. Coats. 

From a nucleus of 300 
books donated by Baird citi-
zens, the number of vol-
umes has increased to 
15,068. Books are pur-
chased through donations 
from the Wednesday Club, 
from other organizations & 
interested friends. 	Aid 
also has been received from 
the Baird Lions Club & the 
United Fund. 

At first, members of 
the Wednesday Club ser-
ved as volunteer librarians 
one afternoon each week. 
Then in 1939 Mrs. Rosa 
Ryan became librarian and 
served as such until she 
retired because of ill health 
in 1977. Miss Sonia Wal-
ker succeeded her. 

Of special interest to 
readers are the Memorial 
Shelf containing many val-
uable history and other ref-
erence books given in mem-
ory of Callahan County res-
idents; the Texas Shelf, 

a with books by Texas writers 
of about Texas; and the 
Garden Shelf, helpful to 
gardeners. 

In 1940 a Pioneer Mu-
seum was added to the Li-
brary, featuring many 
articles of historic intrest 
which have been donated 
by relatives of the early 
day settlers of this area. 

The Library-Museum is 
housed in the basement of 
the courthouse in Baird. 
It has had a steady growth 
and has been of insetimable 
value to both adults and  

young people. It has been 
named by the club as a 
Community Improvement 
Project, and received a 
prize as such from the 
Mesquite District Texas 
Federation of Women's 
Clubs in 1976, when it 
also was a Bicentennial 
project. 

Visitors have registered 
not only from Texas, but 

Baidw7n 
timmoil PIANOS 

• NEW & USED 	 • INSTRUCTIONS 
• RENT - PURCHASE 	• SERVICE 

PLAN 	 • DIRECT FACTORY 
FINANCING 

LES WHITE MUSIC CO. 
672-9781 

•:. •'% %.•:\ 	• 
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PIONEERS 	and 

	

QUALITY 	CARPETS 

• PROFESSIONAL 
in your 
machine 

• PROFESSIIONAL 
• CARPET 

MOH.- N\ lk 

	

W ORLD 	NIGHT 
• LEES 

NO.1ST&WILLIS 

• 
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BINDING, 

or 
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LEADERS 

CARPET 

FURNITURE 

CLEANING 
you may real 

& MANY, 

HIGHEST 

CARPE 

the 

MORE! 

IN 

• 

672-6436 

done 

CLEANING & 

PHILADELPHIA 

WEST TEXAS 

VALUE-- 

• NN ESTPOINT 
PEPPER F,LL T • GULISTAN 
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W.P. Brightwell, Mrs. 
A.E. Dyer, Sr., and Mrs. 
R.Q. Evans. 

The Library-Museum is 
open to the public from 
Monday through Friday, 
nine to five. 

Each year an open house 
is held in observance of 
Children's Book Week 
during the month of Nov-
ember. 

Musically yours 
FOR CHRISTMAS--- 

Balciwirn 
PIANOS 

• 
• • 

3564 N 6th (Westwood Plaza) 
",:•::::::•••••'•••  • ' mouewsi 

ABILENE 
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BAIRD. TEXAS 
A beautiful and thriving city of 2,5c0 Inhabitants--no Degrees, is the county seat of Callahan county, 

and is situated on the T. & P. Ry. leo miles welt of Fort Worth, is the terminus of the lust 

divuion, and the round-house and repair shops are situated here, with a large 

force of employes, who make this their home—monthly pay-roll 
amount* to about $20,000. Baird has an excellent 

system of water-works, telephone 

system and electric 

light plant, a college, and fine 

system of public schools—recently voted 

$20,000 bonds to erect a modern brick or stone 

building. Church denominations are all represented, each 

owning its own building in which to worship. All lines of mercan- 

tile business being well represented, and the citizenship is composed of the 

best people of the state, who are alive to the best interest of their town and county, 

being progressive, enterprising and aggressive. Climate, perfect. Fur further information 

Address THE BAIRD FIVE THOUSAND CLUB, Baird, Texas 

'-'1  41ml r41110110aFivi 

11111111irrei: or malaria 

n County. No boll 

pester the cotton crop—

a't live here—the alti-

eing .1,900 feet 

great for 

The Callahan farm 

exhibits have always taken 

first prize at the Dallas State Fair, 

and the West Texas Fair 

at Abilene, Texas. 

USED CAR LOT 1920'S—Harry Berry's Used Car 
exchange also sold parts and tires-located in 
Baird. The building with the arches left standing 
was the theatre. 

Is 
n 
r, 

Callahan County Records Only 
One Attempted Bank Robbery 

• 

INTERESTED IN THE ECONOMY of the 

ABILENE AREA 

Centennial Greeting 

to Callahan County 

ABILENE NATIONAL BANK 

COMPLETE BANKING SERVICE 

Member FDIC 

Callahan County has amount of trouble with 
not had a tremendous bank robberies, as a mat- 

SERVING WEST TEXAS WITH 

PRIDE AND PERFORMANCE 

WAUKESHA- 
PEARCE 

INDUSTRIES 

BEST WISHES TO CALLAHAN COUNTY 
ON YOUR 100th ANNIVERSARY 

DIAL 692.4045 

3542 S. TREADAWAY 

ABILENE 

1....••••••••••••••-•••••-....• ......•••••••••••••.•.-••-•••••...•••••.•-••••••-••••••-••-,.... 

Compton 
Corporation 

CRUDE OIL 
PURCHASING 

Bill Young 
1-800-582-4308 

915-677-1961 
Box 3359 
Abilene, 

Texas 

moseis 	100 wsile. 

LET'S MAKE A DEAL! 

mmila. mosses 

When America Needs A Better 

Idea-- 

Its At Your Local Ford 

Dealer. 

They're All Here-- 

t 

t 

st 

It 

The 78 FORDS--. 

ter of fact, the only bank 
robbery attempt turned 
out to be be disasterous 
for ex-convict, H.L. Meyer, 
who tried to rob the Baird 
Bank on September 25, 
1936. 

H.L. 
hended 
after 
atempt, 
the quickest arrests of 
a bank robber on record. 

Legend says that Meyer 
age 38, of San Antonio, 
commented on the events 
by saying, "This is a fun-
ny country; when you 
point a gun at people 
and tell them to throw 
up their hands, they start 
shooting at you." 

Clifford 	V. 	Jones, 
assistant cashier at the time 
of the attempted robbery, 
later received a Medal of 
Valor by R.M. Harvey of 
Dallas, 	representing 
the NAtional Surety 
Corporation. This was 
awarded for extraordinary 
1,ravery and for risking his 
life to frustrate the would-
be-robber. 

This was the first and 
only attempt of a robbery 
in Callahan County with 
a bank as the target. 

Meyer was appre-
only 30 minutes 
his 	unsucessful 
which is one of 

3402 N. 1st ABILENE 4001 SOUTH FIRST ABILENE 
4sts• itionot .410Ems 4mm, 4mwo 41 	 4mos .4mme iimmo 



Callahan County was 
organized in 1877, with it's 
first officials. They were 
county judge, J.R. Brown; 
County Clerk, Issac Shaw; 
Sheriff and Tax Clollector; 
T.J. Norell; County At-
torney, J.L. Porter; Coun-
ty Treasurer, John Mac- 

Donald; Tax Assessor, 
W.N. Blair; County Super- 
visor, 	S.R. 	Dunigan; 
and the inspector of Hides 
and Animals was H.B.IKy) 
Eubank. J.L. Porter re-
signed in the latter part 
of the year as the county 
attorney with G.W. Perry- 

man taking his place in 
January 1978. 

The officials jobs were 
very different compared 
to the duties of these 
officials now. For instance, 
I wonder, how Sheriff 
Shaw would handle a 
speeding horse or how 
many cases of possession 
of marijuana did county 
judge J.R. Brown hear? 
ANd, as you can very 
well apprehend we no long-
er have a Inspector of Hides 
and Animals on the county 
payroll. 

However, I am certain 
that these officials had 
difficult tasks and some 
very interesting life threat-
ening tales to tell. 

Callahan County was a 
typical western movie 
type town with the cow-
boys and cattle drives 
going through and let us 
not leave ou the thieving 
cattle rustlers. 

The pioneers of Callahan 
County apparantly had the 
usual early troubles with 
the "savage red-skins" 
as well as the other every-
day worries a family faced 
in those early days. 

These violent days 
could have kept the of-
ficials plenty busy and 
plenty nervous. These 
early tensions added to 
being the first officials 
must have been difficult 
for these brave and mem-
orable men of Callahan 
County's history. 

Centennial Greeting 

WE APPRECL4 TE YOUR 

YEARS of PATRONAGE 

AGRI- BUSINESS 
COMPANY 

FARM & RANCH 

& HOME SUPPLIES 

DIAL 673-4926 

503 E.S. 1 I th ST. 

ABILENE 

COLLEGE RUINS—The once prosperous and out-
standing Belle Plains Collge is standing in ruins-
today. The college had one of the finest musical 
departments in the entire state. 

Early Officials & Tensions Can't 

Compare With Today 

Aquaspring° 
and 

Medi-Tech 
Water Distillers... 

AQUASPRING Pure Water 
protects you and the Natural 
good flavors of your Food and 
Drinks... 

It is your bottled water servant in your own 
kitchen...safe, sure, pure, inexpensive drinking water 
from your own 24-hour electric servant.... Eliminates Nit-
rates...Chorides...Bacteria....Viruses. 
COME BY and see the working model ... Just pennies a 
day for the finest drinking water available ... 

Powers Pump & Electric Co. 
302 S. Treadaway 

677-4670 
• . 

a. 

R. C. WILLIAMS SAYS.. 	 

WELCOME STOCKMEN OF THE AREA-

ALWAYS A FAIR AND SQUARE 

DEAL 

ABILENE AUCTION 

CATTLE AUCTION TUESDAY 

HOGS & CATTLE THURSDAY 

HORSES - 1st SAT of EACH MONTH 

DIAL 673-7865 

N. E. INTERSTATE 20 

11 

fi 

ABILENE if 
104 

  

 

DO IT YOURSELF HEADQUARTERS! 
YOUR 

COMPLETE BUILDING MATERIALS 
STORE 

EVERYTHING TO BUILD 
REPAIR OR REMODEL 

 

 

BUILDING MATERIALS SUPER MART 

ABILENE 
Emeitetigoc9 44ceiwgz. 94444 eigee ZAIWA 

PAYLESS CASHWAYS LUMBER 
STORE 

200 N. CLACK 
	

ABILENE 
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WE CARRY 

GLASS 
FOR EVERY NEED 

AND PURPOSE-- 

WE APPRECIATE YOUR 

BUSINESS 

BINSWANGER GLASS 
COMPANY 

DIAL 673-8141 
3441 N. 1st 

ABILENE 

ABILENE'S PIONEER 
ROOFERS.. 

SENDS CONGRATULATIONS 
ON YOUR CENTENNIAL -... 

Lydick - Hooks 
Roofing Co. 

Residential and Commercial 

673-6408 
401 CHINA 
ABILENE 

• 

WE HAVE THE RIGHT SIZE AND PRICE 
TRUCK TO FIT YOUR NEEDS • 

NEW or USED 
WE ARE THE HEADQUARTERS 

FOR 

SALES SERVICE 
PARTS 

CARPENTERS TRUCK REPAIRING 
• DIAL 673-3773 

EAST HWY 80 	 ABILENE 

• 
• • 

• 
• 
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OIL IN COUNTY— 
BIG INDUSTRY 

BANK ROBBER—Left to right: A Texas Ranger, 
ex-convict, H.L. Meyer and Deputy Clarence Nor-
dyke. This picture was taken shortly after ex-
convict H.L. Meyer was arrested after he exe-
cuted and unsuccessful attempt to rob the Baird 
Bank on September 25, 1936. 

The first oil well to be 
drilled in Callahan County 
was by Eastland County 
Max Elser. He secured 
several hundred acres near 
Putnam and the No. 1 
Short well was drilled. 

The roughnecks were 
several men from Fort 
Worth, Texas, headed by  

George Settler. The well 
turned out to be a non-

producer. 
In the Moran Field, 

in 1914, oil was discovered 
and the industry began to 
pick up it's heals. The Ran-
ger Pool was opened in 
1917. 	Shortly after this 
,he oil producers began  

to lease all over Callahan 
County. 

But, the first producing 
well was No. 1 Joe Newman 
followed by the Cathey 
well; however, the citizens 
wer not yet familiar with 
the rigs in the County-they 
had not yet become a com-
mon sight thusfar. 

The 1920's was when the 
citizens began . to hear 
numerous prodirers work-
ing deligently and produc-
tion was extended through-
out the entire county. 
At one time there were 
more than 100 producing 
oil wells in the Belle 
Plain field alone. 	Six 
power plants were installed 
to care for the production. 

The early oil producers 
employed many citizens 
of the county and the 
industry continued to grow. 

The Hatchett and Beasly 
wells were discovered in 
the Admiral area shortly 
after the Belle Plains 
discovery. This led to 
the construction of the Pre- 

mier Refining company in 
1932. The original name 
of the company was Octane 
Oil but changed names 
right after the opening. 
It is located six miles east 
of Baird. The company still 
is in operation and employs 
several residents to this 
day. 

The taxes paid by the 
oil industry are very im-
portant to this county as 
well as the employment 
of the residnets. Callahan 
County has a tremendous 
annual payroll and some 
might say that the county 
could not exist without the 
oil industry. 

The sight of numerous 
pumoing wells gives pride 
to the county residents and 
puts money in their pockets 
and this county for its 
futherment. 

FOOD FACTS &c FANCIES 

If you've always wanted the 
agility of a gourmet cook, 
one of the new food pro-
cessors can help. It not only 
chops, grates, shreds and 
slices, but also whips, mixes, 
kneads dough and purees per-
fectly. 

* * * 
One of the new food pro-

cessors has a direct drive 
motor that purrs—and doesn't 
growl or make disturbing 
noises. And it has no belts or 
gears to wear out. 

PIONEER IN SERVICE 

TO WEST TEXAS 

PIONEER CONSTRUCTION 

COMPANY 

ASPHALT PAVING 

DIAL 677-1801 

2202 OAK 

ABILENE 

WITH PRIDE *-tt PERFORMANCE- 

WE SEARCH WEST TEXAS 
FOR ENERGY 

TRI - J 
DRILLING COMPANY 

OIL WELL DRILLING CONTRACTORS 

677-5551 

1331 INDUSTRIAL BLVD. 	ABILENE 

J 



CALLAHAN COUNTY STAR-BAIRD, TEXAS-THURSDAY, DECEMBER 1, 1977—PAGE 12 

Harmer Chevrolet Offers You 
the Same Reliable Product 

As In Days Past 

Like curved and flawing lines? Like styling that 'lay fre.h and fashionable? 

Then this is for you . . . this long, low- Chevrolet with the oh•:v 

Body b-e Fisher on an' car in. its mice range! 

THE FLEETLINE OE '...oXE /—DOOR SEDAN 

WHITE SIOLWALL TIRES OPTIONAL AT EXTRA COST 

.and, of course, you are. So Chevrolet 

brings you surer steering, better brakes, and 

Panoramic Visibility, to make driving 

easier, rater and less tiring. For you, there's 

the extra roomness of Five-Foot Seats . . the  

softness and Jr:AO,: -a.iiness of a new Knee- Action 

ride . . . the cradled comfort of Center-Point 

Seating between the wheels. 

. —you, Xat.4 a- 4/w/tie eye. 
fn, value. 

You just can't match it for the money! 

Compare the solid construction and fine 

-workmanship of Chevrolet's Fisher Rudy. 

Compare the civility of the washable upholstery 

—and the convenience of such features as push-button door 

handles. Compare the record of dependability and 

economy that has made Chevrolet America's choice 

for 18 years. Then compare prices—and 

you'll find this exciting new Chevrolet 

CHRVROLET MOTOR DIVISION, GENERAL MOTORS CORPORATION, DETROIT 2., MICHIGAN 
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