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W e are corrected by many who 

say the winds are much less severe 
in the region of our colony than in 
Kansas and further north.
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A  c o lo n y  o f  C bn a id e T a b le  p o o u l a -
tion is said J o  . be fo r m e d , fo r  t n e  
country along- the Canadian, fifty to 
seventy-five miles north of us; we 
haven’ t particulars at this date.

The second quarterly meeting for 
the Clarendon M. E. church was 
held by the presiding elder, Rev. 
Mr. Carhart, early in April. The 
house was filled as usual and the 
altar several times with communi­
cants.

David Heffilbower can boast of 
the best finished house in to wn, and 
the first set of window blinds in the 
Pan Handle, so far as known.

Hawkins & Hassar, with charac­
teristic energy have found lime of 
good quality near the Glenwood 
ranch 8 miles east of town. They 
are ready to do good work in stone 
at reasonable rates.

Several parties and campers have 
passed through our place recently 
enroute for Colorado and Leadville 
from Texas. W e seem to be on a 
direct line for overland travel.

Our mercantile operations are 
constantly augmenting, and Claren­
don will yet be recognized as the 
center of an extensive trade. W e 
shall very soon be ready to supply 
all demands, local and general, Had 
at prices not to be outdone or under­
sold.

A fter July 1st there will be a 
daily mail to Elliott, and about tlie

Capt. Goodnight estimates that 
about 15000 beeves will be shipped 
from this section during the pres­
ent season. From thirty to fifty 
thousand head from Texas drive 

ected to stop in the Pan

have goneFour freight teams 
to Dodge City from Clarendon 
since our last issue to haul freight. 
Frank Duke with a six mule 
team and J. Swarty Thayer with 
two teams of five yoke of cattle 
each has also gone.

The 21st ot April was the anni­
versary of Texas Independence 
appropriately celebrated by all 
old Texans but the people of the 
Pan Handle have not yet become 
accustomed to celebrate that day 
as independence day.

The frontier of Texas has ad­
vanced one hundred miles, in the 
last two years, and an area of 40,- 
000,000 of acres of land has been 
reclaimed from the wildness. Two 
counties in the Pan Handle are 
preparing to vote on organiza­
tion within six weeks—and there 
are courts held to-day where two 
years ago it was three hundred 
miles to a court house— so says 
the Galveston News.

same time a new weekly line from  
Elliott to Henrietta, in Clay county 
and still another from Elliott to 
Fort Griffin, each via Clarendon. 
Parties leaving Dodge City on the 
Wednesday a. m. stage will take 
the mail hack at Elliott on Friday 
a. m. for Clarendon.

“ Duke” has just arrived from 
Dodge with a fine cargo of freight 
and will start at once with his 
teams for Sherman to return with 
certain parties who expect to go out 
from there the last of May.

W e note the arrival of several 
loads of hardware, flour, potatoes, 
corn, etc., Trom Sherman last 
month.

Small herds of buffalo have been 
hovering about us the past month 
some of which have been captured.

Mrs. Allan expects to attempt 
butter making this season with 
seven cows. Their herd will proba­
bly occupy the Barton ranch seven 
miles northeast of town. The local 
demand for butter and cheese will 
render these departments of hus­
bandry profitable. Our numerous 
springs and creeks will afford cool 
cellars and accommodations for 
dairy use.

Quite a lot ot barbed wire ar­
rived iaSl monlli.

Archie W illiams claims the best 
ranch dug-out in the county, only 
about four miles east of town. Mr. 
Williams has some 12,00 sheep and 
is reckoned one of our solid men. 
Cassner Brothers have their herd 
o f 2000 sheep on “ The Bakes” 12 
miles southeast of town. Either of 
these men are good authority on 
practical sheep husbandry, and 
may be addressed at this place.

The stone store on W hitfield ave­
nue and the stone boarding house 
of Mr. J. 8. W right are being 
pushed now. W e have room for 
greatly enlarged business opera­
tions.

On the 21st ult the colored 
military from Ft. Elliott under 
command of Capt. Cooper, visited 
Clarendon on their way to Red 
River and the Paladora Canon 
prospecting for Indians as rumors
had boon made o f  their possible 
presence in the Pan Handle.

The Leadville fever which has 
prevailed in all sections &of the 
Union has at last reached Claien- 
and called to the excitement of 
the mining camps from our midst, 
Dr. H. R. Fowler and family, 
Rev. Joseph Woodruff© and J. If. 
flower. They joined a train of 
seven wagons from lower Texas 
which were heading for Lead­
ville via Clarendon.

While the weather at Claren­
don has been dry and windy, 
North Texas has also been pray­
ing for rain. The rams have be­
gun to decend in the Pan Han­
dle and the spring bids fair to be 
as favorable for crops as last year 
which was not excelled in any 
portion in the state. Two heavy 
rains a week is the average now.

D. Sibert, Esq., one of our recent 
arrivrls from Virginia takes a mile 
square of land eight miles north­
east of town, and moves ®ut upon it 
with a with a view to stock-raising 
and anything else he may 
think best to undertake. Young 
men of such pluck and energy can’t 
fail.

Capt. Goodnight's cattle ‘round 
up’ began at his camp on Battle 
creek April 8th and continued 
five days at the following points: 
Mouth of Hack berry creek, In- 
dian creek, Tule Canon, Campbell 
creek, Turkey creek, Pleasant 
creek and finishing at Dry creek, 
a distancej^om tlio starting point 

' o f abouWbrty-five miles, f  n this 
round up over fifty men partici­
pated and about f3,000 head of 
cattle were identified. At pres­
ent Mr. Goodnight is branding 
and marking his young stock.

Several of our people made a 
recent visit to the ranch of Ohas. 
Goodnight, Esq., to witness a 
fraction of his “ round up.” Think 
of 10,000 head of stock scattered 
over a space of fifty miles, more 
or less, and all brought in at the 
same time for marking and 
branding. All the stock men in 
the country and- their scores of 
hands-and hundreds of horses are 
present. All have a high time 
during the week of “ round up.” 
Capt. Goodnight is a prince

Several rains up to date with fair 
prospects.

and his wife 
lady of the first quality; therefore 
we do not wonder our party 
were delighted with their visit 
and lavish of their praise. Per­
haps Mrs. Freeman or Mrs. Allan 
will write it up for our columns.

Send 50 cents for the second vol­
ume of the “ N ews.”

A ll stock in our county and 
country will be under herders, and 
the crops grow without other pro­
tection. Evey man having stock 
can easily build a yard or corral of 
wood, rock, wire or sods for security 
at night. Parties owning cows in

.wlid hi v  c?rtrYiAllnRn<vnboy” to take them out in the morn­
ing and return them at night.—-—  ---------•----- .— -

At the Sunday school on the 
20th ult. an election of officers oc­
curred with the following re­
sult: Superintendent, David
Ileffelbower; Assistant Superin- 
tendant, Mrs. Emma C. Allan; 
Secretary, Miss Dora Heffelbovver 
Assistant Secretary, Geo. Lyness; 
Treasurer, Walter D. Kimball; 
Librarian, Mrs. W. D. Kimball; 
Teachers: Bible class, Rev. W. A. 
Allan; Young peoples’ class, Mrs. 
W. A. Allan; Infant class, Mrs. 
David Ileffelbower; Second class, 
Mrs. E. J. Wright- At the same 
meeting the time for holding the 
exercises was changed from three 
o’clock in the afternoon to half 
past 9 in the morning.

The winter term of the 
Clarendon school closed on Fri­
day the 18th ult, with a picnic 
ramble and supper in the country 
After dinner Miss Dora Heffcl- 
bower, accompanied by the school 
and the young people of the vil­
lage took their baskets filled with 
nieknacks and good things and 
wandered up Corrall creek to a 
b e a u t i f u l  g r e e n  s w a r d  w h e r e  the 
afternoon was very pleasantly 
spent in games and childish sport 
of the little ones and in croquet 
b}̂  the young people. The school 
has prooved a success and Miss 
ITeffelbower deserves the credit 
thereof and receives the congrat­
ulations of the patrons for the 
success she has won.

A summer term of the school is 
proposed and ere our next issue 
will probably be commenced.

Mr. M. H. Taylor, Esq., of 
Moorefield Junction, West Va., has 
secured a fine stock ranch and far­
ming tract and returned to his home 
to get ready for a move. W e hope 
to see him in the autumn or spring.

Deputy Surveyor T. Leach, Esq., 
ot Elliott, has recently made a trip 
^°>£!ierman with the election re­
turns of Wheeler county, and was 
tlii^first civil officer sworn into the 

service froffi the Pan Handle. 
H foes to Fcrt Worth to meet his
— I ■̂ ii iM L L L  I’eturn- 
hHheadquarters for a time.

Mrs. Helms continued story of 
earlv life in Texas is crowded out 
until the next niTmber, which we 
much regret.

Heed and Snyder have been out 
prospecting for coal. Results not 
received.

>7. A . Salesbury, of Woodstock, 
III, has just arrived via Dodge with 
teams and supplies.

Some of our party made a great 
mistake in selling fine stock and 
tools for a song. Better have ship­
ped for use by chartered car.

A Herd of forty. head of buffalo 
came within the northwest bounds 
of our county a few days since, one 
of which was brought in by our hun­
ters.

Mr. Howe and family became in­
fected with the Colorado fever and 
ran off for Leadville.

J. S. Rockwell and wife and son 
were at Dodge City on the 20th of 
April enroute tor their home in the 
colony. Mr. R. is among our sub­
stantial men, and his wife has the 
appearance of one not easily dis­
couraged. Michigan’s loss is our 
gain.

G. W . F. Reid, Esq., from Indi­
ana, with fine letters of introduc­
tion, has driven his stakes with us.

Mr. State’s faotel and stable, iust 
south of the long bridge at Dodge
City, will be found a comfortable
and reasonable place for our people 
to find entertainment.

J. S. W right has the notoriety of 
digging the first well out on the 
high prairie. A t forty-one feet he 
found water of the best quality, 
which stands at three feet. This 
well is about four miles Southeast 
of town and may be taken as a fair 
sample of what may be expected. 
He found the earth hard and solid 
and a pick needed most of the way. 
No rock, and curbing is unneces­
sary. The W ell is stoned up from 
the bottom.

A ll manner of seeds are in the 
ground and everybody hopefully 
waiting results.

The fruit trees are generally do­
ing well; some died from expos­
ure during the winter, which was 
unusually severe. There will be a 
fine supply for the fall setting.

Messrs. Freeman & Morse with 
their families and tent have moved 
out on their farm two miles south­
west o f town and have commenced 
plowing and farming with energy. 
Yankee vi m will also pay in Texas.

A colony managed by Mr. Wood- 
worth, of St. Louis, will settle in 
Robberts county this season,—wel 
come!

Will send the May number to any 
of your friends whose addresses you 
will send; and would also like a 
large increase of subscribers.

By “ wide tread” wagons we mean
the wide gauge----- several inches
wider than most northern wagons.
In^garriages the matter is liohso im ­
p e r a t iv e . T w e l v e  h e w  p r a ir ie  b r e a k ­
ers and sulky plows have been re­
ceived at C. this spring. Either 
rolling or standing coulters will 
do.

Mr. Dickinson, (one of the “ D ick­
inson Bro.’ ’firm,stockmen on North 
Fork) and his newly married wife 
have just arrived and we hope will 
make their headquarters with us.

The Clarendon Literary So­
ciety was organized on the 7th 
of April by the election of the 
following officers: President, 
Mrs. Freeman; vice-President, 
Mrs. W .A . Allan; Secretary, Jas. 
T. Oley; Treasurer, Mrs. W. D. 
Kimball; Librarian, Miss Dora 
Ileffelbower. The meetings of 
the society are held each Tuesday 
evening in the church. Besides 
other literary work which the 
society has under its care is the 
library and periodicals, exchang- 
esoftheNEWS, donations of pa­
pers, etc. Each week the so­
ciety is to have an entertainment 
both social and intellectual. A 
large number of periodicals, 
books, etc, are needed. Friends of 
the colony, will please notify the 
society of any books or papers
+hcv m av wish

Q U E S T I O N  C O R N E R .

Have yen any chills or malarial 
fever in Clarendon? No, we have 
had no sickness of any kind since 
its settlement except some who 
have gone there as invalids.

What is required to become a 
member of your colony? Nothing 
hut to come and make yourself at 
home amongst us.

What is good building lumber 
worth in Sherman? $13. to $15

What are the prevailing diseas­
es peculiar to the climate. None 
that we have yet learned.

What advantage in Donley Co. 
over Western Kansas ? One great 
advantage is an abundance ef 
pure, living water. Some places 
in Kansas they haul their water 
several miles. Also soil better 
building material more easily ob­
tained.

What is the price of a poney, 
saddle and bridle in Sherman? 
From $20 to $40.

Is there any cactus in you coun­
ty. Not comm oil.

What constitutes an actual set­
tler on school lands? Improve­
ments, plowing, building and at- 
tual residence, more or less' reg­
ularly, and annual payment of 
one tesitli the cost (1.50 per acre.)

and interest on deferred payments 
at 10 per cent. See estimate of 
total cost in this number. The 
entire cost, 240 dollars, may be 
paid down if desirable.

How deepwas the snow this 
last winter? Six to ten inches. 

What will a tent cost to bu

^unless you come via
Sherman.

Are the lands gen ova iy 
enough for the use of reapers and 
sulkey Plow? Yes.

What law about fencing? None 
at all. Stock must be herded.

What effect has vour climate 
on catarrhal subjects? Yery fav­
orable.

Is the wheat grown of a spring 
or winter variety? Mainly win­
ter; sown in October and Novem­
ber. Oats are sown in the tall, 
winter or spring.

Did Irish potatoees do well at 
Clarendon? Yes.
What are the disadvantages of 
that frontier life and country? 
Similar to what might be expect­
ed in all new countries west­
nothing serious we think.

Are teams more expensive at 
Dodge City* than at Sherman? 
About 20 per cent.
Have you plows and implements 

fer sale at Clarendon? Yes, gen­
eral ly.

Did your colony raise any corn, 
wheat, etc., last year? Yes, corn, 
oats, millet, potatoes and garden. 
The crop was good, considering 
the sod plowing and late planting.

Will cotton grow so far north? 
Y"es, easily and readily; was tested 
last year.

When will taxes he due on 
lands patented this vear? WKen 

T O ?  “P in > bfTfr'Pv irex*.

JAS. II. PARKS,

Local Editor,

C l a r e n d o n , D o n l e y  Co., T e x a s .

grown?

What number of people are re­
quired to authorize a County or­
ganization? One hundred and 
fifty voters.

When is the best time to come? 
The best time is now .

Can persons find comfortable 
boarding at Clarendon, and at 
what price? Yery fair boarding 
at $4.50 to $5.00 per week.

Is the land fiat, rolling or hilly? 
A little of each; rolling is the pre­
vailing style of country.

What kind of grain is 
Anything you wish.

What price will it bring per 
bushel? Can’t say. Probably 
corn is sure to bring $1 and up­
wards; and wheat fro n  ̂ $1.50 to $2.00

Is it a good place for wintering 
cattle, sheep and hogs? No bet­
ter in the world. Cattle sell 
at about $8 to $12J per head; 
sheep $1.50 to $3.00 according to 
quality; hogs no quotations. *

What is the prevailing religion? 
That which “ turns the world up­
side down,” Methodism.
Have.you a church? A tempor­

ary erection, which meets all pres­
ent needs. We have good so­
ciety, Sunday schools, preaching, 
and the decencies and courtesies 
of civilized life, well observed.

Is there plenty of woodland? 
Not in western Texas, though 
enough for fuel and many other

What will it cost me to reach 
your place alone? See railway 
agent and get terms to Dodge 
City, or Sherman.

Can a man buy lands for a home 
and not come for a year or so? 
Yes.

Do you think you can perma­
nently exclude whisky?' Yes, 
emphatically.

What kind of trees grow most 
readily? Almost anything, we 
think.

Could a family live one year 
in a water-proof tent comfortably? 
Yes, if of suitable size and floored.

What wages do mechanics re­
ceive? $1.50 to $2.50 per day.

o?
and set

RENEW! RENEW!!
The present number closes the 

first volume of our paper, and the 
next will introduce the second. 
We have walked pleasantly dur­
ing the past, shall we coni,'

____ W©
subscription, only

F i e t y  C e n t *

to our office early as possible. 
The past has been a crucial
od ; the future opens encourag­
ingly, “ our flag is still there;” 
we salute you with a broadside and 
shout from deck and 
we pass the outer bar 
seaward. Planting a colony, a 
“ Christian and Temperance Col­
ony,” two or three hundred miles 
from a base of supply with every 
pound of food, forage, seed, lum­
ber and tools, to transport weary 
leagues over improvised roadways 
and bridgeless streams, erecting 
our standard, keeping clearly 
in sight the religious, educational, 
and Temperance ideas of our orig­
inal draft, carrying burdens en­
during losses, bearing blame, long 
and weary journeys with ex- 
naustnig anxiety etc. etc. is such 
a load as the broadest shoulders 
aione can endure, and much a& 
should be undertaken by the 
same man but once in a life time- 
Happy for us that our joys and 
sorrows are given “ day by day.” 
Too much could not be said of tho 

d true men and 
women wiio J ia v o  'W e r o tc n i  l y

vaulted into the wilderness, and 
with trowel and sword laid the 
foundations of a Christian civiliza­
tion. To mention names would 
seem invidious, to chronicle the 
facts would make volumes of 
thrilling interest. For each in fu­
ture history remains an honored 
page. Our space is only large 
enough for hints, jottings and 
facts; our fancies, poetry and 
rhetoric are hung upon a side 
hook for enlarged columns and 
greater leisure. Out of the 
dust and bustle of numberless 
duties we greet you with a hearty 
grasp. We intend to make the 
Claaendon N e w s , as far as possi­
ble, a mirror of passing events 
connected with the colony and 
the Pan Handle of Texas.

Another Party 
Will probably leave Sherman for 
our colony about the last ofMav. 
Any who contemplate an early 
visit had better improve this op­
portunity. The season and cir­
cumstances will favor a pleasant 
trip. Let ns know.

“ Ye local,” Jas. II. Parks, lias 
filed his bond as deputy surveyor 
o f the Jack land district, and is 
duly authorized to legalize any 
work dene by him.

Our Advertisers
Are some of them out of sight 
this month from press of matter. 
We take pleasure in calling re­
peated attention to the Atchison, 
Topeka k Santa Fee R. R. as 
connecting at Dodge City; gener­
al passenger agent, M. F. Whit;

i ntormation. A l s o  

and thrifty M. K. k T. R. R. reaclU 
ing Sherman, of which Jas. D. 
Brown, of Sedalia, is general man­
ager in the passenger department. 
Write them for maps and facts, 
also to Col. Geo. Noble, of tho 
Texas k Pacific R. R., at Mar­
shal, Texas.

At Sherman—For wagons go to 
B^ers Bros; for tents and harness 
go to Brooke and Lamb; for furn­
iture to Jansen’s; for dry goods to 
Schneider k  Bro.’s; for clothing, 
furnishing goods and boots and 
shoes to M. II. Andrews; and 
J. P. Marsh; for hardware to No­
land and Price; for groceries to 
Kichards k Wells.

At Dodge City—Go to York, 
Hadder & Draper; Wright, Bever­
ly k Co. or to M. Collar, all keep 
full lines of supplies and outfitting 
goods.

For exchange, deposits or bank­
ing accommodations go to the 
Merchants k Planters Bank, of
Sherman.

i
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T E X A S  T O P IC S .

—Rains liave fallen generally througli- 
ont the state.

—Corn is scarce in San Antonio at $1 
per bushel.

—The first sermon preached west of 
the Brazos river was in 1824.

—An excellent quality of graphite has 
been found in Llano county.

—The population of Dallas is estima­
ted at from 18,000 to 20,000.

—McLennan county has $30,000 in 
the treasury and owes not a dollar.

—An extensive lead mine has been

—The North Texas Pomological soci­
ety met at Sherman last week.

—Dallas has shipped 43,000 bales of 
cotton since the 1st of September. _________

-T h e  Methodist church at Peoria, S discovered near Boerne, Kendall Co. 
Hill county, was burned by an incendi­
ary recently.

—The Jefferson Jimplecute says the 
fruit crop in that section has escaped all 
the frosts and cold, and is a very fine

—Salmon about nine inches long have 
been caught in the Colorado river near 
Austin. The government stocked the 
river a year or two ago.

—The Morgan City Free Press says 
22,000 feet of rail per day are being laid 
upon that end of the Texas and New 
Orleans railroad.

—The trial of the parties alleged to 
h a v e  r o b b e d  t h e  m a il  s ta g e  near Fort 
Worth recently, takes place at Austin

—During the past two weeks there 
has been en fM y  too much rain in some 
portions of Texas, and tffi)vfccds&rc
getting the ri niVm__2—  -uu uu.iw U! Ml1 Kinney, who endeav­
ored to kill his wife in Sherman, was 
called up Tuesday in the district court, 
and was continued until the next term.

—Near Big Springs, Polk county, 
during a recent thunder storm, two ne­
gro men were struck by lightning, and 
one instantly killed. His companion 
was, it was thought, fatally shocked.

—A party of Texas buffalo hunters 
appeared on the streets of Little Rock, 
Arkansas, recently, and created some­
thing of a sensation, it being the gen­
eral impression that they were a party 
of New Yorkers en route for Patagonia.

—A fearful hurricane visited McKin­
ney, Collin county, last Sunday after­
noon. Several houses were blown from 
their foundations and badly damaged. 
So far as learned no lives were lost. 
The wind was accompanied by a heavy 
rain add considerable hail.

—-A few days since a difficulty arose 
at a tavern kept by a man named Claw­
son, in Callahan coui>ty. A young man 
named Babb, had declined paying his 
bill. The proprietor knocked him down 
with a stone, when Babb drewr his pis­
tol and shot his host dead.

— Governor Roberts has issued a pro­
clamation establishing a quarantine 
along the entire coast of Texas against 
all vessels coming from below the 23rd 
degree of latitude. This rules out all 
ships from Mexican, Central and South 
American ports and the West India 
Islands.

—Several large strawberry growers in 
the vicinity of Denison have entered 
into an arrangement by which they will 
ship berries north by the carload next 
season. Each party is to plant a cer­
tain number of acres in strawberries 
this fall for this purpose. It is no doubt 
a good scheme.

—A flock of 100 sheep were burned 
to death near Slaughtersville, in Lam­
pasas county, about a week ago. It 
seems the sheep were kept in a small 
enclosure formed of brush—a brush 
fence, on a prairie. In the absence of 
the shepherd the grass caught fire and 
burned the enclosure, sheep and all.

— There is a report going the rounds 
of the press that Jim Currie, the mur­
derer, is a member in good standing, of 
the Brotherhood of Locomotive Engi­
neers, and that the organization is mak­
ing an effort to have him released on 
bail. Nothing is further from the truth. 
Currie, fol misdeeds, was expelled from 
the order a number of years ago.

—The jury in the case of H. H. Hud­
son, the school teacher at Belton who 
shot and killed Mr. J. J. Crow, found a 
verdict of guilty of murder in the sec­
ond degree, for which the penalty is 99 
years in the penitentiary. Hudson shot 
J. J. Crow April 1st. He was arrested 
on the 4th; indicted for murder on the 
4th; and sentenced on the 19th.

—By the provisions of the state quar­
antine act passed a few days ago, and 
now a law, the governor is empowered 
to fssue his proclamation declaring quar­
antine on the coast or any of the borders 
of Texas, whenever, in his judgment it 
shall b e  n e c e s s a ry , and for s u c h  t im e  as  
may be conslttered essential to prevent
the introduction of any conta
infectious disease. 
officer of the state.

r g f
The medical health 

at present Dr. Ruth­
erford, of Houston, is to receive ten dol­
lars a day, and all traveling expenses 
•while engaged in the duties of the office.

—Mr. J. B. Cooper, who was injured 
in the Lisbon cyclone, and whose house 
was burned by lightning, has recovered 
his hearing, being almost entirely deaf 
prior to the storm. During the storm 
he was struck on the head with a large 
hail stone which fell with great force, 
knocking him down. To wThat sotftce 
his recovery is due it is hard to say, 
though it is attributed by his friends 
to the electricity that filled the air. His 
hearing is almost as good as it ever was, 
and he has about recovered from the 
effects of the storm. Yerily it is an ill 
wind that blows nobody good.

—We were called upon, Tuesday, by 
Mr. W. J. McCausland, of Dallas, who 
visits Brown county to see and be pres­
ent at the shearing of his flock of Me­
rino sheep. The flock consists of about 
1,000 ewes, 12 rams and several hundred 
lambs, which, we venture to say, are not 
surpassed in Texas. Mr. McCausland 
showed us written proof to the effect 
that these rams sheared as follows: One 
28 pounds; one 22£ pounds; one 24f 
pounds, when two years old; one 23 
pounds at same age; one 23 pounds at 
three years old; two others averaged 
about 18 pounds each.—Broivnivood 
Banner,

The East Line road from Jefferson 
to Sulphur Springs is almost completed.

—The legislature has reduced the tax 
on circuses from five hundred to fifty 
dollars.

— Henry Bell was sentenced to forty- 
five years in the penitentiary at Sher­
man last week for stealing horses.

—A Texan who went to Oregon to 
live, writes back to his friends in this 
state “ not to come there.”

—The News says that Denison will 
probably be the headquarters of the cat­
tlemen of North-western Texas during 
the coming season.

__There . are.. three^ffiousPA,m , t&PSS
out of stone, and a few out of pickets. 
The others are holes in the ground and 
creek banks.

was the first editor 
exas, having printed a little paper

at Nacogdoches in 1819. Colonel J. M. 
Wade, the San Jacinto veteran, was its 
foreman.

—A colored member of the legislature, 
in a speech the other day, expressed 
himself as in favor of a “ general confu­
sion of education.” He afterwards ask­
ed for a “ leave of abstinence.”

—Throckmorton county was organiz­
ed last Monday. The county officers 
elected on the 18th ult., were installed 
by C. K. Stribling, County Judge of 
Shackleford county.

—An old negro living near Golinda, 
twenty-two miles southwest of Waco, 
dug up a metalic vessel containing $8,- 
060 in gold while digging for fish bait a 
few days ago. So says the Examiner.

—Texas is not the only southern state 
that has been visited by heavy hail storm 
this spring. Hail in unprecedented 
quantity and size have fallen as far 
south as New Orleans and Pensacola.

—Two wagons loaded with colored 
emigrants passed through Denison on 
Wednesday of last week, en route for 
Kansas. They were from Washington 
county.

— The Texas Legislature has appro­
priated ten thousand dollars to purchase 
bell punches for the saloons, and when 
another election campaign opens up, 
the music of the bell punch will resound 
throughout the land in harmony with 
the anvil, chorus of the campaign lie
n a ile r .

—Mrs. Alvira Halford, a daughter of 
David Crockett, died at her residence 
in Hood county, on Saturday of last 
week. She leaves a sorrowing sister, 
Mrs. Matilda Fields, who resides in 
Tennessee. Mr. Robert P. Crockett, of 
Hood county, and Mrs. Fields, are the 
only surviving children of David Crock­
ett.

—It is said that Graham, since the 
designation of that as one of the points 
to hold the new Federal Court, will soon 
grow in immense proportions, It is 
situated in Young county, and bounded 
on the north by Archer county, on the 
east by Jack, on the south by Stephens 
and Palo Pinto, and on the west by 
Throckmorton. Here where the war- 
whoop of the savage but a few years 
since resounded, will soon be erected 
one of the tbmples of Federal justice in 
the newly created district.

—Scientific men have asserted that 
western Texas would never again be 
visited by blighting drouths of former 
years, for the reason that of late years 
the whole country has grown up with a 
dense thicket of mesquite. Within the 
recollection of quite young men, the 
prairies of western Texas were as de­
void of vegetation as the outside of a 
billiard ball, but after the country got 
settled up more and more, the broad 
and numerous roads preventing the 
spread of prairie fires, gave the young 
undergrowth an opportunity to become 
sufficiently hardy to resist the destroy­
ing element. Consequently, at this 
time, the naked prairies of twenty years 
ago are covered with quite large trees, 
and with them comes an increased rain­
fall.

— T h e  n e w  b U L  p a s s e d  b y  t l ie  W a s
legislature forbids the admission into 
that part of the state east of the new 
dead-line of any grass Texas cattle be­
fore the first of November of each year, 
instead of the first of October, as here­
tofore. The time may yet come when 
the Texas drive will start from the south 
in the fall in time to reach the north 
after the date mentioned, instead of com­
ing early in the spring, as has been the 
usage. This will be an advantage to all 
concerned, as the cattle will be in good 
condition to stand the drive; they will 
arrive at a time when feeders will be 
ready to purchase, and they will there­
fore meet prompt and profitable sale. 
Those fit for killing will be on the mar­
ket at a time when the weather is par­
ticularly favorable to packers and butch­
ers : at that time grass will be good—far 
better than the thin, washy grass of 
spring—and the stock will certainly be 
in much better condition for standing 
the drive than they could possibly be 
early in the spring.

Sheep Husbandry in Texas.

Sheep raising is destined to Jie one 
of the most extensive and profitable 
branches of stock raising in this state, 
in fact it may now be so considered, 
and yet it is only in its infancy.

The profits of the business MX im­
mense, and in no part of the union can 
it be more advantageously pursued than 
in western Texas. But the western por­
tion of the state is not the only^ction 
where sheep can be successfully and 
profitably raised, though, all things con­
sidered, it affords the best field for 
sheep-husbandry on a large scale. 
Though all the prairies of Texas are 
well adapted to sheep raising, and, even 
in the well settled counties, the farmers 
would do well to give this branch of 
their industry more general attention. 
They would find it a pleasant as well as 
a profitable portion of their business,
even with small flocks.

The average increase is grejffcSr'with 
small numbers, and with the advantage 
of a home market, at their very floors, 
for mutton, wool, pelts and stocl^heep, 
there can be no doubt oi a saisfactor^

which will held them about four weeks. 
The grading will be completed in seven 
weeks, ready for the ties and iron. The 
last store house for Hall’s camp has just 
been erected on Mary’s creek, eight 
miles west of Fort Worth. The town of 
Weatherford, to be the terminus of the 
road for the present, is showing signs of 
renewed life. A great many strangers 
are coming in, and the place is rapidly 
improving.

Baihvay A ge: Some four months 
ago the Denver and Rio Grande road 
passed into the possession of the Atchi­
son, Topeka and Santa Fe company by 
lease, to its dependency, the Peublo and 
Arkansas Yalley company, the latter 
having secured a majority of its stock. 
The legal controversy over the posses­
sion of the Grand Canon of the Arkan­
sas is, however, still pending, and if it 
should be decided in favor of the Rio 
Grande the matter will be still further 
complicated. The decision has been ex­
pected for some days, and in the mean­
time it appears that both sides have been 
arming in view of the contingency of a 
physical struggle. It is claimed by the

Corn-Fed* Texas Cattle.
I

[From the Chicago Stock Journal.]

Tuesday there were in the yards here 
a few car loads of steers from Waxa- 
hachie, Texas, about which a few words 
may not be amiss, as they seem to show 
what can be done with native Texan cat­
tle with a little outlay of time and care. 
Last August these steers were gathered 
by S. R. Hillburn, and put on his rancho 
near the place named, where they -were 
fed with Texas corn. On the 15tli they 
were started from the rancho, and m less 
than a week they sold here at $3,70, at 
a time when the market prices for all 
market cattle, except native butcher 
stock, and stockers and feeders, were 
lowT and the trade slowT. The average 
weight of these Texas steers wTas 996 
pounds, but they were as fat as any cat­
tle seen here, wintered in Texas and of 
like weight. Had there been 150 pounds 
more on the average weight the cattle 
would, no doubt, have been taken readi­
ly by shippers of live cattle to the east, 
at prices above $4, but they were taken 
by a buyer who will probably ship them

M OBLEY’S

—Eight inches of rain fell at Corsi­
cana in one day last week.

— The Stock Raisers’ Association of 
Northwest Texas offers a reward of five 
hundred dollars for the conviction of 
any person guilty of illegally branding 
or marking cattle.

—Southwestern Texas has also had 
a large share of the glorious rain during 
the past two weeks, and the benefit to 
growing crops and almost famished 
stock is incalculable.

T h e  new-comers to Texas, w jt iu  very 
few exceptions, must commence small 
and work up. Because they cannot go 
into sheep-raising on a large seal*, they 
need not think there is no hope of their 
ever being able to count large flocks of 
sheep of their own. Most all vlio are 
now extensively engaged in this busi­
ness, commenced in a small wiy, and 
by constant and close attention o  their 
little flocks, they saw them inc*easing 
rapidly every year, until they them­
selves were surprised to find their sheep 
numbered by the thousands, themselves 
the owners of large domains, and with 
a good and constantly increasing bank 
account. Instances of this kind are not 
rare, and the opportunities are still open 
to thousands who can and will commence 
sheep husbandry in a small way, and 
properly attend to their little flocks.

But it is in western Texas that sheep 
husbandry on a large scale is found^ 
and where extensive sheep ranches with 
their hundreds of flocks, of one thou­
sand each, are satisfactorily conducted. 
Individual experience could be given, 
but it is not our intention to go into 
detail in this article, reserving “ facts 
and figures” for some future issue, when 
we will give the actual experience of 
several who are extensively engaged in 
sheep-raising.

In no part of the state is there a n y  
s h e lte r  o r  fe e d  p r o v id e d  fo r  nl«#ep, so
that the only expense in raising them, 
is the wages and board of the shepherds 
and herders who take care of them.

In the southwestern part of the state, 
especially where there is sufficient tim­
ber for protection in case of severe 
storms or very cold weather (which is 
exceedingly rare in this part of the state) 
no shelter or feed is necessary, but in 
northwestern Texas we believe the 
flocks would thrive better if they were 
provided with some kind of protection 
against severe storms, which, though 
not frequent, are liable to occur every 
winter. In addition to a cheap shelter 
or shield against winds and storms, it 
will certainly be found safe and judi­
cious to provide a little feed in case of 
snow storms in winter that may cover 
the grass for several days. The extra 
trouble or expense will be more than 
paid back in an increased quantity and 
quality of wool at shearing time.

The importance of sheep husbandry 
in Texas can be partially conceived 
when the following estimated shipment 
of wool from the state, and the present 
number of sheep now feeding upon the 
nutritious grasses of Texas are proper­
ly considered.

It is estimated that there are now 
over 5,000,000 sheep in the state, more 
than are in any other state in the union, 
excepting California, which has about
8,000,000, Ohio ranking third in the list 
witn -jt,€>uu,uuu. juasi y e a r  over ibu uuj 
ooo p o u n d s  o f  w o o l w e r e  shipped out of 
the state, besides large quantities which 
were manufactured into yarns and cloth 
by the woolen mills in our state.

These figures will increase annually, 
and in a very few years Texas will con­
tain a larger number of sheep, ship more 
wool, and (we hope) manufacture more 
woolen goods than any other state in 
the union.-Texas Illustrated Monthly.

fSe'prcmsimiSloPffiel TSSeSve^en^n
some respects, violated by the Atchison, 
Topeka and Santa Fe company, and 
that, therefore, by its terms, they are 
entitled to take possession of the road, 
and they seem to have organized an 
armed force, with the intention of seiz­
ing the trains and other property. To 
prevent this, the Atchison, Topeka and 
Santa Fe has placed armed men in 
charge of the road, and its superintend­
ent has telegraphed to the commander 
of the United States forces at Ft. Gar­
land for military assistance to protect 
the mails, and has issued a circular to 
the employes, calling upon them to stand 
by their employers, and resist any per­
suasions to turn over the property.

Corn vs. Cotton.

Railroad jNews.

Sherman Patriot : The $40,000 de­
manded of that place by Stevens & Co. 
to extend the railroad from Whitesboro 
to Gainesville, has been raised by the 
citizens, and the road will be extended.

Texarkana Dem ocrat: A letter re­
ceived by Judge Estes from Hon. J. P. 
Douglass, president of the Tyler Tap 
railroad, informs us, that in company 
with ex-Gov. Hubbard, he will visit our 
city soon in the interest of the road.

Dallas Herald: Mr. D. A. Poyner, 
engineer for M. S. Hall, contractor, on 
the Texas and Pacific extension, is in 
town looking for one hundred men who 
understand working track. He says the 
road is going forward as rapidly as five 
hundred men, and two hundred and fifty 
teams can push it. They have all but 
ten miles of the route open, four of

We have frequently, within the last 
few months, heard farmers and plant­
ers remark that they would prefer to 
raise cotton at 8 cents per pound, than 
corn at 50 cents per bushel. At this 
we have been very much surprised, and 
while we give these farmers the credit 
of knowing their own business, we sin­
cerely hope the farmers and planters of 
Texas will not neglect their corn crops 
and give all their attention to cotton. 
No farmer or planter can be entirely 
independent who does not raise all that 
is  n e e d e d  to fe e d  his family a n d  stock, 
a n d  w h ile  th e r e  m a y  b e  se a so n s  w h e n  
there is more money in raising cotton 
than corn, the^reverse will surely follow 
the raising of the former and the neg­
lect to raise sufficient quantities of the 
latter for home demand.

We are inclined to the opinion that 
the principal reason for the expression 
mentioned, is that cotton is usually sold 
in larger quantities than corn,and brings 
in a larger cash revenue, while the value 
of corn consumed for feeding stock, or 
making meal for family consumption, 
is not correctly estimated.

The farmers of northern Texas, espe­
cially those cultivating the rich “ black 
lands,” or river bottoms, can surely 
make money in raising corn. If there 
is an over supply to cause low prices, it 
can be fed to cattle, and shipped to 
market in fat beeves, which always com­
mand cash at fair prices, while the Tex­
as cattle from the pastures frequently 
sell at very low prices in the markets of 
St. Louis, Chicago or New York.

Cotton will surely continue to decline 
in price if the quantity raised is in ex­
cess of the actual demand, and the only 
safe way to counteract the declining 
market is to raise less cotton and more 
corn.

The surest plan for all farmers and 
planters to pursue, is to raise, as nearly 
as possible, everything needed for fami­
ly and stock, and then cultivate all the 
cotton they can take care of.— Texas

A  Queer Pioneer.

A fellow traveler was a dapper young 
man, dressed in' the latest style, with 
white tie and lavender kids. Now he 
would brush his immaculate stovepipe, 
and now adjust his eye glasses to scan 
some new comer. His incipient mus­
tache seemed to be a source of constant 
care, but he divided his attention be­
tween this and a couple of hounds, his 
traveling companions. On either side 
of the aisle hung his two canaries in 
separate cages, and on a brilliant rug 
slept a Spitz dog. As we learned dur­
ing the forenoon, he had come from 
Chicago, and was going to Leadville, 
and proposed to rent a few rooms in 
some first class hotel, and in the after­
noon go out and prospect a little. In 
this way he expected to realize a for­
tune within six months. Just now he 
is picking his way daintily across the 
muddy street, with a cage in each hand,
and the dogs at his heels .—LeadviSste sellit.^Frepar* 
Letter. I M O R L E Y

iilg even the Spanish stock in northern I 
Texas. There they can raise corn unex- j 
celled in quality, while with their pres­
ent modes of cultivation fiftv bushels 
per acre is not an unusual yield. The 
grass alone will fatten cattle passably 
well, and the mildness of the weather 
greatly fayors the fattening, and when 
fat the stock can be easily and quickly 
put upon the market in the north. By 
adopting such a course as has been out­
lined, the Texas stockman can mature 
his cattle fully at home, thus getting the 
full benefit of the natural advantages 
nature has given him, and can get what 
they are worth without the toil, exj>ense, 
discomfort and delay incident to the old 
manner of disposing of his stock in the 
west.

The Cattle Drives of the Year.

The cattle drives from Texas this sea­
son, says the Live Stock Becord, will 
foot up from 225,000 to 250,000 head. 
A large share of these will be driven 
from Dodge City up the Arkansas and 
Purgatorie, or into the parks or over the 
divide into the Platte Yalley. Others 
will go to the ranges on the Republican, 
During the past three or four years very 
many Texan cattle have thus been scat­
tered over the plains to multiply. By 
the introduction of the best blooded 
stock the quality of the increase on the 
plains has been greatly improved, so 
th a t  p la in  fe d  b e e v e s  a re  n o w  g e t t i n g  
the best prices in eastern markets. The 
cattle interests of the plains and Rocky 
Mountain region are also receiving large 
accessions from the far West. Within 
a few years a gJeat change has taken 
place in the cattle trade, and more is 
promised in the immediate future. The 
feeding grounds are being transferred 
from Texas to the great buffalo plains; 
and the central portions of the conti­
nent, with the Pacific States, are becom­
ing the leading producers of beef. An 
estimate derived from the assessment 
returns of this year gives Coiorda 550,- 
000; Wyoming, 225,000; Utah, 350,000; 
Washington, 200,000; Montana, 300,- 
000; Oregon, 175,000; California, 650,- 
000. Though Texas lias probably twice 
as many, cattle as all these together, the 
indications are that the great West will 
soon take and keep the lead.

A County Without a Dram -Shop.

The inhabitants of Edward county, 
Illinois, do not support any temperance 
lecturers, or spend their time talking 
about temperance. They decided 25 
years ago that no liquor should be sold 
in the county, and since that day they 
have sent but one person to the peni­
tentiary, and he committed a crime 
while drunk with whisky procured in an 
adjoining county; they support but 
two or three paupers, and their jail is 
empty most of the time. Their taxes 
are 32 per cent, lower than the adjoin­
ing counties, and their terms of court 
occupy three days in the year, while

state of equal population.
This is a case where the minority can­

not complain of any invasion of private 
rights, for the people are unanimously 
opposed to license under any circum­
stances. Families seek the locality, as 
a good place to bring up their children. 
When confronted with the statistics of 
this model county, even old topers ad­
mit there is something in it—but it evi­
dently is not whisky.—Am erican Trav­
eler. ___________________ _

The other day a mob rode into Fa­
yetteville, Ark., and riddled a newspaper 
office with buckshot. The provocation 
is unknown to us, but no doubt the last 
issue of the paper said something about 
“ winter lingering in the lap of spring,” 
supplemented with the “ hardly ever” 
joke.—Norrtstown Herald.

6ES1S SHILLS AIIS FEVEB, BEMXTTE1TT PEVEB, 
CHILL FEVEB, BUMB ASHE, BILIOUS 

HEADACHE

B i l i o u s  F e v e r .

Indeed, the whole class of Distressing Dis­
eases originating in Biliary Derange­

ment, renew.............

Is the most pleasant and certain cure for Chills 
and Fever ever offered to the afflicted: it is 
composed o f Aromatics, Stimulants and Tonics
bo compounded that each ingredient acts in per­
fect concert, rendering relapses far less frequent 
after its use than that of any other remedy. It ia

Entirely "Vegetable,
and does not contain any medicine that can harm 
or affect the patient unpleasantly—can be taken 
with perfect safety and for any length of time. 
I f  taken regularly and according to directions, it 
will prove a perfect cure in Chronic Ague of 
every description.

N . B .— A  box of t -X -s Liver Tills accompanies 
every bottle. The tonic will act with more cer­
tainty if  the patient remains in-doors, and uses 
warm instead of cold drinks until after Chiil 
time. One dose must be taken three times a day- 
after the Chills are stopped, until perfect health 
is restored.

Warranted to Cnre.

All Druggists Sell it.
PR E PA R E D  BY

MORLEY BROTHERS,
Sol© Proprietors,

^ t r a 'r x z r s r ,

G id d in g s , L ee Co ., T e x a s , ) 
September 19, 1878. $Messrs. Morley Bros.:

Gentlemen: — I have sold your Medical prepar­
ations during the past year, and although war­
ranting each bottle, I have never yet had a com. 
plaint. The Ague Tonic is a ll . th e  go—it 
never fails. Yours truly,

S, R. CAROTHER3. Druggist.

for Boring and Drilling Wells without Labor. Best 
Machine ever made. No County Bight to be bought. 
$ 2 5  A  D A Y  Made Easily. Book FREE. Address

LQGMIS &, NYMAN TIFFIN OHIO.

a The Best Double- 
Barreled Shot-Gun 

> in the world for 
athe money. W ar- 
g ra n ted  genuine

___ ______ 5 twist,with fla sh ,
P e l t  S o x  JVads. 11 o x  C a ps a n d  W a n  
P u n c h . Also our celebrated Kentucky Rifle 
for $ 1 2 , w a rra n ted - o r  n o  sa le .  Send for Il­
lustrated Catalogue and Price Lists to 
J a m e s B o v m  &  S o n , Enterprise Gun Works, \ 
_  1C4C 1 3 0  «£; 1 3 $  W o o d  S t., I
Established, 1848. P ittsb u rg h ., P a .

S O  IT  I f  E

. PATENT self-settingAGENTS A N I M A L  T R A P S  for
.,.,.^r-«CatChin& MiC"» RATS, 

Birds & Gam e  
of all kinds. A lw ays re ­
liable, never out of or- 

s Cler. T h e  T R A P P E R S 5 
C om panion and A gents’ 

jgjgte:- Bonanza. One sold 10 in 
^ ==*=- one pom . . another 00 the;
first day. Sam ple prepaid., $1.25. Circulars free.. 
Address U . S. M a n u fa c t ’g  C o ., St. Louis, Mo..

T O  T H E  G R O C E R S  O F  T E X A S .
Dallas Coffee and Spice Mills Cos.

I  Villas, -  T exas .

A r e  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  o f  a n d  w h o l e s a l e
dealers in Roasted and Perfectly Pure ground 

Coffee, whole and perfectly pure ground Spices, in 
bulk and in their own cases; Texas Baking Powder; 
Texas Yeast Cakes, pure Cream Tartar, Soda, Mus­
tard, Ink, Blueing, etc. They manufacture their 
goods themselves, promptly attend to all orders, and 
guarantee, satisfaction in qualityand prices. Send in 
your order or send for Price List, and furnish your 
customers with pure, fresh, and first class goods.B10 PAY. jmn

_____ EXAS, To SELL.
a arising clothes, printingenveloped

Good, active agents
in their own towns. No capital requrPS ___ 
cent stamp for postage on samples ancTe^ 

Address, DALLAS RUBBER STAMP CO, 
B o x  1 9 1 , Dallas, Texas.

AGENTS, READ THIS.
W E  W I L L  P A Y  A G E N T S  A  S A L A R Y  

of $ 100 per m onth and expenses, or allow  
a large commission, to sell our new and won­
derful inventions. W e m ean what ive sa y , 
Samples free. Address.

S H E R M A N  & C O ., Marshall, Mich.

W  A D aily in  Grain  
i Y l A l L E i  Options, on the  

? Chicago B oard o f  Trade, 
j  Book o f  Inform ation sent  
I FR E E . Address

B . G . M a r t in o  a l e  & C o *  
125 Clark S t., Chicago, 111*

I t is related that John P. Hale once 
said to Alexander H. Stephens, alluding 
to the latter’s diminutive size: “ Steph­
ens, if you don’t look out I will swallow 
you.” “ If you do,” replied the Geor­
gian, “ you will have more brains in your 
belly than you ever had in ycur head.”

E V E R Y  B A R B E R  IN  T E X A S  
Should know that M O R L E Y S  B A R B E R S ’ I 
H A I R  D Y E  is admitted by the m ost eminent 
H air Dressers, Barbers, and every one who 
uses it, to be the very best article ever pro­
duced for this purpose. The unprecedented j 
sale, increasing demand, and universal satis­
faction it gives, have more than realized the 
m ost sanguine expectations of the inventors.

’ ox , or $5 per doz. A l l  D rug- 
ared by

B R O S ., A ustin , Texas.

A  F R E E  B O O K .
O f nearly 100 octavo pages, for the sick . Full 
of valuable notes on Scrofula, Diseases of the 
Breathing Organs, Diseases of Men, Diseases 
of W om en, Aches and Pains, H eart Troubles, 
and a great variety of chronic d isea se s , with  
evidence that in m ost cases these diseases are 
curable. Sent for one stamp. Address 

M U R R A Y  H I L L  P U B L IS H IN G  C O ., 
N o. 129 E . 28th Street, N . Y .

m J  *  W 3^ n ̂  £ ,
- S  So  SH *

£5 is■* t* rt a ©_&
4i IH H ® n*

B S o i - a S l i S  
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N O R T H  T E X A S .

Information for  Those Desiring 
to Emigrate,

[From the Denison Daily News.]

Introduction—Public Lands—Land
Grants—Land Titles—Homestead I Tlieir transactions were generally limit-

about the time of the owner’s disap­
pearance. They then made transfers 
from one to another, all duly authenti­
cated and showing a perfect chain of 
title down to the present claimant, who 
would have these instruments all recor­
ded and put the land upon the market.

E xem ptions—Price o f  Land— Soil 
—Lum ber Water and Water Pow­
ers—Insects, Hep t iles, Etc — Taxa­
tion andI Bonds—Health—Farming 
Products— Climate— Schools— The 
Colored Element— Stock liaising— 
Fruits— Vegeta b les—M anufactories 
—Business Opportunities— Trades 
and Professions— Where to Go and, 
Hoic to Get There, Etc., Etc.

Texas, although a state in name, is an 
empire in size. It has an area of 274,- 
000 square miles, or more than the com­
bined area of Illinois, Ohio, Pennsylva­
nia and New York, with all of New Eng­
land thrown in. It stretches from the 
seventeenth to the twenty-ninth meridi­
an of longitude, and its extreme boun­
daries are more than a thousand miles 
apart. It embraces within its limits 
rugged mountains, fertile plains and 
barren wastes. It contains some of the 
richest land upon the continent as well 
as a great deal of the poorest. Its range 
of products is a s diversified as its sur­
face, embracing the cereals a n d  fruits of 
the north, the cotton of the sou tn, a n d  
the sugar and orange of the tropics. It 
was of the first to secede from the 
old home government, and yet suffered 
lets by the rebellion than any other 
southern state, and is the only one that 
escaped financial ruin at the hands of 
the carpet bagger. Its state debt is 
only nominal as compared with its re­
sources; its bonds are above par, and 
its rate of taxation for state and county 
purposes is limited to one per cent., ex­
cept for special purposes. Its .popula­
tion in 1870 was 818,519, which will be 
more than doubled by the year 1880.

PUBLIC LANDS.
"Under the conditions of the treaty by 

which Texas was annexed to the United 
States she retained control of all her 
public lands. These she has used to 
stimulate immigration, to establish a 
permanent school fund, and to foster 
and encourage internal improvements. 
The state has never been sectionized, 
but is laid off into “ headrights,” each 
person taking in such shape as suited 
his fancy the amount of land to which 
he was entitled. The field notes or de­
scription of the tract, duly certified by 
the county surveyor, were forwarded to 
the land commissioner at Austin, a pat­
ent was issued to the locator by the gov­
ernor of the state, and henceforth, for 
all time to come, that tract became 
known as his “ headright.” In early 
times the old Spanish system of land 
measurement was adopted and is gen­
erally still adhered to. In this system 
the unit of measurement is a vara or 
Spanish yard (33| inches), and the table 
to be learned by the Texan school boy 
runs as follows:

33  ̂ inches make 1 vara.
• 5646 square varas make 1 acre.

1 7 7  a c re s  m a k e  1 la b o r .
25 labors make 1 league.

To one accustomed to the short and 
concise descriptions of land in a coun­
try where everything is laid off in sec­
tions, where all tracts are square or 
nearly so, and where all angles are right 
angles, the complex descriptions found 
here are puzzling in the extreme. It is 
seldom that a line runs due east and 
west or due north and south, and the 
number of sides and corners to a tract 
varies from three to twenty. In one 
instance in this county (Grayson) a 
piece of land, as described in the pat­
ent, has forty-three sides, and its de­
scription, including bearing trees, &c., 
to identify the corners, covers more 
than two pages of legal cap paper, close­
ly written.

LAND GRANTS.
While Texas was still a part of the 

Mexican government, large grants of 
land were made to citizens for distin­
guished services—seldom less than one 
or more than eleven leagues To each 
person. These grants, as far as they 
were located and could be identified, 
were respected when Texas became a 
republic, and the same system was kept 
up, except in smaller amounts, by issu 
ing “ donation warrants,” “ bounty war 
rants,” and “ headright certificates.” 
Under the republic the size of the grant 
varied, a league and labor (4605 acres) 
being the largest, and a single labor (177 
acres) the smallest. In those days the 
head of a family was entitled to a grant 
of 1200 acres, which was afterwards re­
duced to 640 acres, and finally, since 
Texas became a state, to a pre-emption 
claim of 160 acres. A warrant, or a cer­
tificate could be located in a single body, 
or in detached pieces, as its owner pleas­
ed; hence it has occurred that lands 
have been located in pieces of irregular 
sizes, of every possible shape, with lines 
running to every point of the compass, 
and giving to a county map the general 
confused appearance of a spider-web 
struck by lightning.

UNIVERSITY AND SCHOOL LANDS.
In most of the northern counties of 

the state large quantities of land were 
surveyed and set apart, many years ago, 
for the purpose of founding and sus­
taining a state university. In addition 
to this each county was granted a cer­
tain number of leagues of land to be 
used exclusively for the benefit of com­
mon schools in that county. These 
lands are now upon the market, to be 
sold to actual settlers, at an appraised 
value ranging from $1.50 to $5.00 per 
acre, payable in ten annual installments 
with interest at 10 per cent, per annum. 
They are divided into tracts of 80 and 
160 acres, and no person can purchase 
more than one tract, so that the school 
lands are rapidly becoming the most 
thickly settled portions of the country.

LAND TITLES.
An impression has gone abroad that 

land titles in Texas are very precarious. 
This is partly true, but in the main very 
untrue, and' arose mainly in this way: 
Owing to the low value of lands, it fre­
quently happened that a tract would be 
located or purchased by a non-resident 
and held as an investment. As years 
rolled by the owner would disappear 
and all traces of him be lost. A ring of 
speculators was formed, who hunted up 
this class of cases and made forged titles 
to the property, dating them back to

ed to two or three tracts in a county, in 
| order to avoid suspicion. These tracts 
are now all known and their history is 
fully understood by every abstract man, 
and there is no more danger of being 
deceived in a title in Texas than any 
other state, provided the purchaser ex­
ercises the same amount of caution here 
that he would there. The fraudulent 
titles are less than one per cent, of the 
whole. Further than this, rigid limita­
tion laws have been passed by which 
persons holding peaceable possession 
under any title and paying taxes for 
five years, become absolute owners of 
the property against all adverse claim­
ants, except minor heirs.

HOMESTEAD EXEMPTIONS.
The head of a family is entitled to 

hold 200 acres of land with all the im­
provements thereon, also sufficient stock 
and implements to work the same, and 
these are exempt from seizure or forced 
sale for any cause except taxes or pur­
chase money. If livingin a city or town, 
he is entitled to a lot or lots, the origin­
al cost o l  nljiulw, o^elwHive of im p r o v e ­
m e n ts , d o e s  n o t  exceed & 5 ,0 0 0 . U n d e r  
recent rulings of the supreme court it 
is not necessary that these lots lie con­
tiguous to each other, so that a man 
may claim as his homestead a residence 
in the suburbs and a business block on 
the main street. The homestead, wheth 
er farm or city property, can not be 
mortgaged or encumbered in any way 
except for purchase money or improve­
ments, and for the latter only when the 
written consent of the wife has been 
obtained and the same duly certified 
before a notary public.

PRICE OF LAND.
This varies with the quality and loca­

tion, from twenty-five cents per acre to 
ten dollars. In the northern part of 
the state, the part best adapted to grain 
raising and now most rapidly settling, 
the best grade of farming land, unim­
proved, and lying within ten miles of a 
railroad station, can be had at from four 
to ten dollars per acre. As you recede 
from railroads and markets the price 
diminishes to about one dollar, the low­
est price at which good land can be had 
in organized counties.

SOIL.
The soil is greatly varied, being com­

posed of black waxy, black sandy, red 
sandy and light or gray sandy, each hav­
ing its peculiar crops. The subsoils are 
yellow and red clay, the red being con­
sidered the best, especially for fruit and 
vegetables. The strongest and richest 
of these is the black waxy, which, how­
ever, is hardest and most disagreeable 
to cultivate, owing to the sticky quali­
ties from which it derives its name.

whelmed with a bonded debt assumed j tie grasses common to the north has not j every year, and the day is not far d is- 1 character to be met at the present day.
during a period of inflated prosperity, | proven satisfactory. The wild grasses 
the people of Texas have adopted a eon -1 of the prairie are very nutritious, and
stitution by which counties, cities, and 
towns are prohibited from issuing bonds j ground without being cut. It is believed

from this point to the cities of the north* 
retain this quality when cured upon the | west by the car load.

tant when early fruits will be shipped I The present inhabitants are peaceful,
law-abiding men, who have come here

TIMBER.
The principal timber of the agricul­

tural regions is the oak, and the varie­
ties found are the post oak, red oak and 
black oak, wifcli burr oak a n d  c h e s tn u t  
oak in the bottoms. We have also, in 
more limited quantities, the elm, ash, 
hickory and pecan. The bois d’arc 
(osage orange) here becomes a sturdy 
tree and is very valuable on account ©f 
its lasting qualities. When dry it is al­
most as hard as iron, and will last long­
er than any other wood upon the conti­
nent. It is rapidly coming into use in 
the manufacture of wagons and imple­
ments where strength and great dura­
bility are required.

The streams generally are bordered 
with timber, and there are occasional 
belts of timber upon the uplands, ex­
tending across several counties. In gen­
eral terms it may be stated that North 
Texas is supplied with sufficient timber 
for fuel and fencing purposes. The 
eastern portion of the state is an im­
mense pine forest, which is now pene­
trated by railroads, and the yellow pine 
lumber is the cheapest and best build­
ing material to be had, being furnished 
at from fifteen to twenty-five dollars per 
thousand. The pine land regions are 
not desirable as farming lands, nor are 
they generally healthy.

WATER AND WATER POWER.

The northern part of Texas is well 
watered. The numerous springs are 
supplemented by streams, furnishing 
an ample supply for stock, and the wa­
ter generally is soft and palatable. The 
average depth of wells is not over twen­
ty feet. The weter, whether from wells 
or springs, is several degrees warmer 
than in the higher latitudes. One’s 
teeth are never chilled here by the cold­
ness of the water, as is often the case 
at the mountain springs or deep wells 
lurther north. Still, experience has 
proven that nature knew best what was 
adapted to the human system, fo r  those 
are healthiest tiouhled loy ««*
who use the fresh, clear water without 
the addition of ice to reduce the tem­
perature.

Water power is very little utilized, 
and probably never can be much relied 
upon. The beds of rivers are often of 
quicksand, making it impossible to con­
struct dams, and the long, dry season 
would render it impracticable to obtain 
a supply to carry machinery through 
the summer months even if the build­
ing of dams were possible.

INSECTS, REPTILES, ETC.

The greatest pests of this country are 
the flea and the bed-bug. They are in­
digenous to the soil, and it requires ex­
treme vigilance on the part of the house­
keeper to keep them at bay. It is only 
in isolated cases that the mosquito be 
comes troublesome, and then not a; 
much so as in higher latitudes. Liz­
ards, chameleons, horned frogs, and 
the common order of harmless snakes 
abound here. Tarantulas, centipedes 

| and scorpions, of which such terrible 
j taUw are told, are occasionally met with, 
but hardly once in a lifetime do we hear 
of a person being injured by them. They 
are far more dangerous at a distance 
than at close quarters. Poisonous rep­
tiles, such as the rattlesnake and the 
copperhead, are not more common or 
dangerous here than upon the prairies 
of Illinois.

TAXATION AND BONDS.

Profiting by the example of some of 
the Western states, which are now over­

in aid of railroads or any other private 
enterprise. By the same instrument 
the rate o f taxation is limited in cities 
of less than ten thousand inhabitants to 
one-fourth of one per cent, for general 
purposes. A few of the olden cities 
have been drawn into the vortex of debt, 
but the law has been so framed, and the 
right of taxation so carefully hedged, 
that it is next to impossible for a county 
or city hereafter to become involved be­
yond its means. The line has been per­
haps too closely drawn, but those who 
have suffered from over-taxation, will 
agree with us that it is better to err on 
the side of economy than on that of ex­
travagance. Very few counties in North 
Texas have any bonded debt, most of 
them have good county buildings erect­
ed and paid for, their credit is good, and 
they are enjoying a season of financial 
prosperity.

HEALTH.
North Texas is as healthy a region of 

country as is to be found anywhere in 
the Union. Owing to its high location, 
pure air, and good water, it is free from 
malaria, except in river bottoms, while 
rheumatism, catarrh and neuralgia are 
almost unknown. Indeed, numerous 
cases can be shown where people wholjave sullfered XW His-
eases have been wholly cured by the 
climate here. The fevers that prevail 
are bilious and intermittent, a type easi­
ly controlled and very seldom fatal. The 
old form of typhus or typhoid fever is 
seldom met. The disease most dreaded 
is the pneumonia, which prevails in the 
month of February, and is frequently 
fatal among those who have been poor­
ly clothed - or housed. People of good 
habits and properly cared for have little 
to fear from it. Yellow fever sometimes 
appears along the gulf coast, but has 
never reached the north part of the 
state, the altitude being above that ever 
retched by the disease. Chills and fever 
abound along the rivers, the same as in 
all other newly settled countries, but 
disappear as the country becomes im­
proved.

CLIMATE.

The donate is mild and equable. In 
winter snow is seldom seen, ice seldom 
forms more than two inches thick, and 
in the last four years the thermometer 
has never but once touched zero. In 
January and February there are days 
together when a fire is not needed and 
an overcoat is uncomfortable. The oc­
casional “ cold snaps,” in the shape of 
“northers,” seldom last more than forty- 
eight hours. Stock does very well with­
out shelter, and plowing is done every 
month in the year, unless it be July and 
August. Spring opens in February, 
and in March all nature has resumed her 
robes of green. The summers are long­
er, but the heat no greater than in lati­
tudes ten degrees farther north. The 
thermometer seldom rises above 100 de­
grees in the shade. Our hottest days 
are equalled in St. Louis and Chicago, 
but they begin earlier and hold on later. 
As an offset to the heat of the day we 
have always a cool breeze at night, so 
that one rises in the morning refreshed 
and invigorated by a good night’s rest. 
Not twice in a season do we have a close, 
sweltering night such as frequently fol­
lows a hot day in the north. Whether 
from this cause or not wo cannot say, 
but for some reason people are seldom 
overcome by the heat, and cases of sun­
stroke are unknown.

There is no denying the fact that the 
climate has a somewhat enervating ef­
fect upon the human system. A man 
comes here full of the life and energy of 
a northern clime, and is astonished at 
the indolent ways of the people. Gradu­
ally, however, he seems to lose his own 
vitality, and in a few years has drifted 
into the ways of those around him.

FARMING PRODUCTS.
The range of products within the 

reach of the farmer is extremely varied. 
Our location is upon a kind of middle 
ground, where the grain belt of the 
north and the cotton region of the south 
overlap each other, and the products of 
both are available. A farm which can 
produce thirty bushels of wheat to the 
acre in one field, and three-fourths of a 
bale of cotton to the acre in an adjoin­
ing one, and where cattle and hogs sub­
sist through the winter without other 
food or shelter than such as they can 
gather upon the range outside, is cer­
tainly a desirable one, and the country 
is full of such places. A careful inquiry 
among farming men has given us about 
the following as a basis of facts which 
can be relied upon.

Wheat is a crop which seldom fails 
when well put in and in proper season. 
The black lands, both sandy and waxy, 
produce from fifteen to forty bushels
per acre. Tbo propel" Btsoov— & — __ ... . . z .—a

20th of September to the

Peaches—Texas is the natural home 
that as the soil becomes cultivated and i of the peach, all varieties doing remark- 
domesticated the tame grasses can be ably well. Until recently little atten- 
successfully introduced. The best past-1 tion was paid to their culture, and yet 
ure grass is Bermuda, which yields more j some of the specimens of natural fruit
pasturage than any other grass known, 
and never kills out.

Cotton is the staple of the south. 
Before the war it was the main reliance 
of the planter, for the reason that it is 
always cash and will bear transportation 
any distance. It is planted in April, 
in solid rows, about the same distance 
apart as corn. When about three or four 
weeks old these rows are “ chopped out,” 
leaving the stalk about one foot apart. 
It is then cultivated the same as corn. 
The picking season begins in September 
and lasts until December. A field of 
cotton has to be picked about three or 
four times.- One man can tend about 
the same number of acres as of corn, 
but extra help would have to be employ­
ed in picking. After picking it is taken 
to the gin, where it is ginned and baled 
for one-twelfth. A fair crop is one-half 
bale (250 pounds) to the acre; a good 
crop is threMourths of a bale, and an 
extra crop one bale. Cotton has brought 
in market ior the last two seasons an 
average of nine cents per pound. The 
seed yields about thirty bushels to the 
pcrft| u r & r̂om ^ve ten cents 

SCHOOLS.

Texas has a good school system, and 
the nucleus of a fund which will event­
ually equal that of any state in the 
Union. Aff poll taxes, all fines, and 
penalties collected, and all proceeds 
arising from the sale of public lands, go 
into the school fund. When it is re­
membered that over seventy million 
acres of land has been donated to rail­
roads, and that for each section so do­
nated an alternate is set apart as school 
land it will be seen that the school fund 
will eventually swell to enormous pro­
portions. At present it is sufficient to 
sustain a school only about four months 
in the year. Like all other southern 
states there is a strong prejudice against 
free schools, which must be worn away 
before they can reach their full degree 
of usefulness. Even legislators are not 
above this prejudice, and the school law 
last enacted does not permit the levying 
of a tax to supplement the school fund, 
no matter how willing the people may 
be to pay it. Fortunately, some of the 
cities and towns have special charter 
privileges, enabling them to provide for 
their schools, and these the law could 
not affect. The city of Denison is one 
of this class, and her proudest boast is 
that for three years she has maintained 
a system of free graded schools during 
ten months of the year. Truth compels 
us to admit, however, that not three 
other towns in the state have done the 
same thing.

THE COLORED ELEMENT

is not sufficiently strong in the northern 
part of the state to be felt either politi­
cally or otherwise. They represent only 
a small percentage of the inhabitants 

, and 'are the same as their class every­
where—a few thrifty, but the majerity 
lazy and improvident.

STOCK RAISING.
Probably larger fortunes have been 

made in a short time in stock raising 
than any other line of business. Nu­
merous instances can be cited where 
men who were poor ten years ago now 
number their cattle by the thousand. 
Most of these acquired their riches in a 
legitimate way, but of occasionally one 
it will be said that he began business 
with a “bull and a branding iron,” and 
in a year had raised a hundred head. 
The stock field is a large one, and offers 
as good inducements as ever. Begin­
ning with one, two or three hundred 
yearlings, which can be had at from five 
to seven dollars each, a man has but to 
sit down and wait for them to grow up, 
increase and multiply. Still even this 
occupation is not without its drawbacks. 
The successful stock raiser must bqnish 
himself beyond the limits of civilization, 
must eat, drink and sleep with his herd, 
and be ever ready to protect himself 
and them against incursions from wolves, 
Indians and cattle thieves, which are to 
be dreaded about in the order named.

The raising of cattle, sheep and hogs 
in connection with farming is much 
more profitable in a warm than in a cold 
country, where the crop of the summer 
is stored away to be fed out in winter. 
Every thrifty farmer has his bunch of 
stock about him, which increases and 
grows and thrives, he scarcely knows 
how, except that it is without cost to 
himself, until in a few years the revenue 
from his stock is equal to that from his 
grain. The native cows are very poor 
milkers, perhaps from the fact that for

would be hard to excel in any market. 
Since the introduction of the earliest 
varieties, they often realize for their 
producers from four to six dollars per 
bushel. The Amsden, Alexander, Fos­
ter and Biver have thus far proven 
among the most profitable.

Apples—Early varieties do well, as 
they mature before the extremely hot 
weather sets in. They bring from $1.50 
to $2.50 per bushel. Late varieties are 
liable to blister and sunburn upon the 
trees, and have not thus far proven a 
success.

Pears—Formerly grew and produced 
well, but of late years have been subject 
to blight.

Plums—Produce well. They have 
not as yet been troubled by the curcu- 
lio. The wild goose is the favorite and 
most successful variety.

Cherries—A few varieties, particular­
ly those of the Morrello type, have been 
successfully introduced. It is as yet an 
unsettled question whether sweet cher­
ries can be profitably raised.

Grapes—Are indigenous to the coun­
try. The woods are full of wild ones, 

ual in size to do-
rior in quality. The Concord is the 
standard vine, being more hardy and 
sure than any other ; the more delicate 
varieties, particularly the Ives, Scupper- 
nong and Delavy, are being successfully 
introduced, and promise to be very 
profitable. Grapes can be raised much 
cheaper here than at the North, and 
this is gradually becoming a wine-pro­
ducing district.

Blackberries—Produce well, are easi­
ly raised, and very profitable. We 
know of several instances where they 
have realized for their owners a dollar 
per hill in a single season.

Strawberries—Do -well upon sandy 
land, and are exceedingly profitable, but 
are quite liable to be burned out during 
the hot months of the summer. If lo­
cated where they can be irrigated or 
easily watered, they become one of the 
safest and surest, as well as most valua­
ble crops. As high as $700 per acre has 
been realized from them.

Raspberries, Gooseberries and Cur­
rants—Do not succeed.

VEGETABLES.

The nafive Texan has very little use 
for any great variety of vegetables, and 
still less ambition to cultivate them.. It 
is only since the advent of people from 
the North that anything like market 
gardening in this part of the state has 
been tried, and the result so far has 
been very satisfactory.

Street Potatoes—Are to the South 
what Irish potatoes are to the North. 
They grow everywhere, upon all classes 
of soil, and are a staple article of diet 
with everybody. They do best upon a 
sandy soil, and often attain an immense 
-size. One was brought to the News of­
fice a short time ago, -which weighed 
nine and a half pounds, and was larger 
than a man’s head. They sell at 75

with the same motive that actuated the 
early settlers of the Western states— 
that of making a home for themselves 
and their families. The laws are strict, 
and rigidly enforced. It is one of the 
few states where the stealing of a calf 
or a pig, whose value is less than $5, is 
a penitentiary offence. Life and prop­
erty are as safe here as in any of the 
older states. A gentleman or lady can 
always find gentlemen and ladies to as­
sociate with, and although there is a 
rough element in the community, its 
existence need never be known by those 
not desiring it.

PROFESSIONS.

The legal and medical professions are 
generally well represented, so that no 
man need want for advice or physic. 
Still, as a noted lawyer once said, “ there 
is always room at the top. ”

MERCHANDISING.

The Americans have become a race of 
merchants. Wherever you find one man 
ready to earn his living by hard labor, 
you will find ten others ready to make 
a living by selling the product of that 
labor. This is no less true of Texas 
than of any other state. Still there are 
always openings, and probably as fre­
quent here as elsewhere. New towns 
are to be built and older ones enlarged, 
and enterprising, successful merchants 
are the pivot upon which these th in g s

CHltECHEg.
All the leading denominations are 

well represented throughout the state, 
and several of them have sectarian
schools and colleges.

MANUFACTORIES.

Although one of the greatest produc­
ing states in the Union, Texas has few 
manufactories worthy of the name. She 
exports hides and tanning material, and 
imports leather. She sells annually 
millions of pounds of wool, yet has but 
one woolen manufactory. She produces 
more cotton than other states, and dis­
poses of ninety-nine per cent, of it in a 
raw condition. She Imports her soap, 
when it can be made cheaper here than 
at any other place upon the continent. 
She sells wheat to St. Louis merchants, 
and takes crackers in exchange. She 
pays for a thousand miles of railway 
transportation on the commonest arti­
cles of household furniture, and uses for 
fuel a better material than that of which 
they are made.

It needs no argument to show that 
fortunes are in waiting for those who 
have the pluck, energy and capital to 
step in and undertake the manufacture 
of those staple articles of whose cost so 
heavy a percentage is the item of 
freight.

DENISON

in particular offers inducements shown 
by no other point in Texas, or indeed 
in the Union. Already the terminus of 
four trunk railroads, and others reach-, 
ing towards her as an objective point, 
she must necessarily become the great 
distributing centre of the state. Fuel, 
both wood and coal, are cheap and close 
at hand, water is plenty, the location is 
liAflffhy, and the city offers to 
from taxation, for Ten

10th of October, although winter wheat
is often sown as late as January, and 
even then it frequently makes a good 
crop. The harvest"* begins about The 
middle of May, and the price of wheat 
usually ranges about $1.00 per bushel. 
A very common plan here is to sow 
wheat upon corn ground without any 
preparation, and even cover lightly with 
a plow or even with a brush. Summer 
fallowing is a process here unknown. It 
may be noticed, however, that every 
year more

weaned themselves. The breed is being 
rapidly improved, cattle raisers having 
discovered that half-bloods can be as 
easily raised as natives, and are worth 
considerably more in the market. For­
merly, nearly all imported stock died of 
fever during the first season, but latter­
ly it has been found that if sheltered 
and protected from the sun during their 
acclimating period they become as hardy 
as natives. The same is true of horses 
as well as cattle, and many a man (the

attention "is" 'being** paid^ to writer of this among the number,) has 
- - - - lost valuable horses by not knowing this

in time.
In this connection we might state that 

with all her cattle, Texas has very few 
dairies, makes but little butter and still 
less cheese. Those who have entered 
this line of business are reaping rich 
harvests in proportion to the capital in­
vested.

FRUITS.

For certain classes of fruit the soil 
and climate, particularly in the north­
ern tier of counties, seem specially 
adapted, and fruit growing is being made 
a specialty in those points accessible to 
market. Having an advantage of from 
one to three weeks time over Missouri 

| and Illinois, the production of such 
’j fruits as will bear transportation is very 
profitable. Denison, the terminus of 
the M. K. & T. railway, is the center of 
the finest fruit region in the state. 
Large orchards and fruit farms have 
already been established, which are be­
ing enlarged and increased in number

cents-per bushel when first produced, 50 
cents during the plentiful season, and $1 
late in the winter. They yield from two 
to four hundred bushels per acre.

Irish Potatoes—Produce tolerably 
well upon moist ground, and two crops 
are raised in a season. The first crop, 
ripening in June, is very liable to rot. 
They are not as good as the Northern 
potatoes, and the yield is not as great, 
ranging from seventy-five to one hun­
dred and fifty bushels per acre. The 
fall crop is much superior, both in eat 
ing and keeping qualities. The average 
price is from 75 cents to $1.

Peanuts—Are a profitable crop upon 
sandy soil, producing from one to two 
hundred bushels per acre, which readily 
bring 75 cents per bushel.

Melons—For fine, large, delicious 
watermelons, Texas beats the world. A 
whole wagon load is sometimes seen, the 
smallest of which weighs fifty pounds, 
and a single melon was produced last 
year weighing ninety-six pounds. They 
are as fine in quality as in size, and are 
often shipped in car load lots to North­
ern cities.

Peas, Beans, Turnips, Radishes 
and Lettuce—All do well.

Onions—Do not attain a very large 
size.

Tomatoes—Produce well, but need 
great care, and sometimes shelter, to 
prevent the fruit from scalding.

Cabbages—Require proper soil and 
skillful management. As a rule, about 
one person in four succeeds in raising 
them. They are very high, and a good 

linvJTl p̂ 1 caLbage-patch is a small fortune,
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wheat, and of course with better results. 
As mills are built and shipping facilities 
increased more of it is raised, and it is 
gradually changing from an article of 
import to one of export. There is no 
reason why Texas should not rank with 
the best wheat producing states. Only 
winter wheat is raised, spring wheat 
never having been tried so far as we 
know.

Barley yields well so far as tried, but 
is very little raised, owing to lack of de­
mand and shipping facilities.

Oats yield immensely upon all wheat 
growing lands, often producing seventy- 
five or eighty bushels to the acre. They 
bring from twenty to forty cents per 
bushel.

Corn produces well on valley lands, 
yielding from forty to eighty bushels. 
On light uplands it runs from fifteen to 
forty bushels. A great deal fails to 
reach even this, but owing to neglect of 
cultivation.

Grasses—The introduction of domes-

TKe ann<|
Christmas. Tventers pay from $2 to $4 
per acre, money rent, or one-third the 
corn and one-fourth the cotton.

W AGES.
Farm hands receive from $15 to $20 

per month, and have little trouble in 
finding employment. Mechanics get 
from $2 to $3.50 per day, but work is by 
no means so sure for them. As a rule, 
the towns and villages are overstocked 
with labor, which tends to depress wa­
ges, and keeps a large percentage of 
men idle.

THE COST OF LIVING

is greater here than in the older states, 
particularly in towns where everything 
has to be purchased. Meats are very 
low, but rents are higher, and most of 
the articles of consumption are more 
expensive.

RATE OF INTEREST.

Ten per cent, is the legal rate, but 
twelve per cent, is allowed by law. 
Still, the ruling rate of interest is about 
two per cent, per month, and very little 
is loaned for less, either by banks or 
private individuals.

SOCIETY.
Much has been said of the desperate 

character of the people here, and the 
favorite picture of a Texan is that of a 
man with flowing hair and bloodthirsty 
eye, two revolvers in his belt, and a 
bowie knife at the back of his neck. 
However true this may have been in the 
days of the republic, there is no such

exempt 
■years, a n y  m a n u ­

facturing enterprise whose buildings and 
machinery cost over $5,000. It is loca­
ted in a county which ranks first in the 
state in population and wealth, and 
within a radius of a hundred miles lie 
half a dozen of the best agricultural 
counties.

WHEN TO GO.

The best season for emigrating to 
Texas is in the fall of the year. All 
persons, as well as all animals, have an 
acclimating process to go through, more 
or less severe, and the best time to be­
gin it is in the fall, so that the system 
may be better prepared for the long- 
summer. Further than this, it gives 
time to look around before locating, and 
still be in season for the next year’s 
crop. If it be desirable to rent for a 
year before purchasing, the proper time 
for that is in the fall or early winter.

WHERE TO GO.

The answer to this must depend 
greatly upon the occupation to be en­
gaged in. If it be cattle raising, the 
best openings are upon the western 
frontier; if sheep raising, the south­
western portion of the state, in the re­
gion of San Antonio; if farming or 
fruit raising, there is no better place to 
settle than in one of the counties bor­
dering on Bed river. Come first to 
Denison over the M., K. and T. railway, 
and with this as an initial point, you 
can radiate in any direction, or to any 
distance desired.

WHAT TO BRING.

Bring only the most useful and indis­
pensable articles of household furniture, 
for the chances are that your first liabi-

, . , — —pjr— com i tut bvwagon, bring mules, aJT xxxc •*
hardy, and less liable to climatic inn 
ences than horses. Whether coming by 
wagon or by rail, bring money. No 
person should come here without suffi­
cient means to sustain himself for at 
least a year. Money begets money. A 
thousand profitable openings present 
themselves to a man who has surplus 
cash to one for a man who has only mus­
cle.

WHAT TO EXPECT.

Expect, upon your arrival, to find ev­
ery man like yourself—looking out for 
the main chance. Expect labor, priva­
tion and occasional disappointments. 
Expect to find some wTho are ready to 
extend the stranger a welcome, and oth­
ers who are ready to take him in. Ex­
pect to find human nature the same 
here as elsewhere, and you will not be 
disappointed.

WHAT NOT TO EXPECT.

Do not expend to find Texas either 
an asylum for gentlemen of leisure or a 
paradise. Do not expect to find a class 
of men who can be easily gulled, or who 
know nothing of the ways of the world. 
Do not expect to find money growing 
upon trees, or to be had in any other 
manner than by hard labor.. Above all 
things, do not expect to make a living 
by your wits or by stepping into a good 
t'at office, for the wit department is full 
to overflowing, and the offices are en­
gaged for a quarter of a century ahead.
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Homes for tlie Homeless.
At Clarendon, in North.- 

Western Texas.

A Whole county of first-class 
farming and grazing lands, sold 
and unsold, in the south part of 
the Pan Handle. Church, school, 
good society, <&c. No whiskey 
forever! A town building up. 
•Settlers on the ground and crops 
growing. Six hundred and forty 
acres of carefully selected and 
surveyed lands are patented direct 
to purchasers for $300. In small­
er lots at 50 cents to $1 and up­
wards per acre The title is per­
fect.

W H A T  W E  ARE :
A company of (mostly) Christian 
men and women now (May 1st, 
18 79) numbering about 150, most­
ly Methodists, from all points of 
the compass, (mostly north and 
east,) with a united purpose: To 
build up comfortable homes; to 
foster education; plant and iilus- 
tivito the gospel, and forever ex- 
c\ttdo theM w y f c "
Past success gives assurance to 
taith. Some colonies die, we 
shall live.

our __
"unty, 50 miles 

west of the Indian Territory; 225 
east of Hodge City, Kansas; 275 
west and northwest front Sher­
man, Texas; 45 from Ft. Elliot; 
206 from Ft. Sill; near the base of 
the “ Pan Handle;” on the Middle 
Fork ot the Ked Fiver., 150 miles 
east of Hew Mexico.

SOIL AN D  SURFACE.
Gently rolling, with rocks and 
breaks along some of the streams 
—not mountainious, nor perfectly 
level. The soil is of a dark, sandy 
loam; in places inclining to choco­
late, with a solid subsoil. Works 
easily; never waxy and seldom 
muddy, and well adapted to corn, 
grain, grass and fruits.

TH E PRODUCTS
Are the finest grasses with wild 
flowers, vines and fruits; also cot­
tonwood, black walnut, hackbcrry, 
willow, mosquit, cedar, &c. The 
capacity of the soil is equal to all 
demands so far as tested, produc­
ing last year, corn, oats, millet, 
potatoes, vegetables and cotton.

TH E SEASONS
Are ample. Summers long and 
temperate, winters short, with but 
little snow. Thermometer seldom 
at zero in winter or at 100 degrees 
in summer. No malaria or “ pre­
vailing diseases/' and general 
health excellent.

TIM BER  AN D  FUEL
Are not plentiful, but in sufficient 
supply for use. Coal has not yet 
been found, though it is known 
to abound north, south and east 
of us. Timber will increase as 
fires are kept in check. Groves 
will be planted. Cottonwood 
makes respectable shingles, and 
coarse building lumber. Pine 
lumber is hauled from the nearest 
railways, Hodge and Sherman. 
In many places the earth is full of 
roots.

W A T E R  AN D  STREAM S.
WTo have the best watered county 
in Northwestern Texas. A thous­
and springs and numerous streams 
are found in all parts of the coun­
ty. The Middle Fork of the Fed 
Fiver flows eastward through the 
center. This and all its tributa­
ries are fed by springs, The wa­
ter is mostly soft and very excel­
lent; no better can be found. Sev­
eral of the streams flow swiftly, 
and afford ample water power.

STONES
Are not scattered about the sur­
face, but the finest building rock 
is quarried in several places near 
town. This is mostly of a light 
gray, with several ledges of red 
sandstone and the finest quality 
o f gypsum, marble and lime. Clay 
abounds for brick and a machine 
for pressing them is on the ground; 
but the must relmble and econom­
ical building material is and will 
be of stone, which lie within easy 
reach of town.

FENCING
Will not be necessary against 
stock, which are under herdsmen 
dr the control of their owners. 
Cedar for posts may be bad twen­
ty miles west in Armstrong coun­
ty, and also in several parts of our 
own county. Fencing wire can 
be delivered at 14 to 16 cents per 
pound, or rod. Hedges are al­
ready planted and may be to any 
extent. Yards and stables can be 
cheaply built of rock, stockade or 
sods.

STOCK G RO W ING

Will always be profitable. Grains 
and fruits, as in all countries, may 
at times fail or be be cut off; but 
cattle, sheep, horses, hogs, &c., 
will ever live and thrive. We un­
doubtedly have the finest stock 
region in Northwestern Texas. 
wTnter feeding is not practical, 
and yet with sheep, horses and 
working stock it will pay to house 
and feed during the severe storms 
fo which we are at times subject.
A  good quality of native hay can 
be cut injall parts of the county.

The grasses most used for pasture 
are the mesquit and buffalo. Stock 
fatten rapidljt; we always have 
the best of beef at low rates. Vast 
herds of cattle are now owned and 
kept in the Pan handle. Capt.
Goodnight has about 10,000 head 
within twenty-five miles and em­
ploys about thirty men. There
are other herds, larger and smaller. 
Three large flocks of sheep are 
also now owned within the scope 
of our colonial territory, aggregat­
ing 7000 head. These vast herds 
and flocks with their hundreds of 
mounted attendants,give our coun­
try the appearance and air of any 
thing but a “ trackless desert.” 
Cattle raising will pay about 33J 
per cent, on investmant above 
cost and expenses. v Sheep are es­
teemed more quickly and largely 
profitable, but require greater 
care and dilligenee, requiring the 
constant watch of the herdsman. 
Both the high bred and choice 
blooded stock in sheep and cattle 
do well. It is the conviction of 
most stock men that native cattle 
crossed with northern stock is 
safest and best. Each stock ow n­
er has a “ ranch," chosen with re-

M i&fi s; anti 
containing as much land as his 
means will allow him to control. 
Previously many of these hords- 

0are to own, 
ic land, not even a square mile, 

but now as the march « f in-coming 
settlements threaten, they are 
buying.all the pasture lands along 
streams and water courses they 
can. This is their only protec­
tion. They are hedged in, and 
no other place remains where 
they can “ move‘ on.” Pasturage 
is not generally confined to the 
lands owned by the stock grower; 
they roam at pleasure over all un­
improved lands (unless forbidden 
by owners;) but it has become nec­
essary to own and control a cer­
tain tract, beyond which they can 
not be driven, Ho county in all 
the scope of vision is so favo a- 
blv adapted to the keeping of 
many small herds as our own; and 
and while it is going at nominal 
rates it is wisdom to buy. If 
stock raising will pay where lands 
are expensive and winters severe, 
how must it be within easy drive 
of market in such a country and 
climate as this ?

BUTTER AN D  CHEESE

Will also pay well; more especial­
ly after three or five years when 
railway connections reach us. Un­
til then a live local demand will 
exist. Eastern and northern ap­
pliances and experience will pro­
duce 1 i k e f a v 6v£i b 16 resit Its. Some­
thing will be done this present 
season.

R A IL W A Y S .
Our nearest present connection is 
at Hodge City, Kansas, 225 miles 
north; and Sherman or Denison, 
275 miles east. These roads are 
looking toward us, and a few 
years will span the distance. 
Until then we shall run freight 
trains and lines supplying every­
thing except speed. The cost of 
hauling will not be much in ex­
cess of railroad freights, and the 
compensation falling into* the 
hands of men on the ground will 
have manifest advantages.

M AILS AND STAGES.
After June 1st we shall have a 
daily mail from Hodge City, Kan­
sas, to Fort Elliot, in Wheeler 
county, Texas, a distance of 185 
miles. (A tri-weekly at present.) 
From Ft. Elliot to Clarendon, 45 
miles, we have a weekly line, 
giving us constant and reasonably 
rapid transit. Alter July 1st we 
expect two other mail lines to 
touch at our place, to wit: One 
from Henrietta, Clay eounfy, to 
Elliot, and another from Fort 
Griffin to the same place. The 
mail line is also a stage line. The 
fare from Hodge City to Claren­
don is $24. The time from Hodge 
City to Elliot is 40 hours. (185 
miles.) The Wednesday, a. m. 
stage from Hodge Connects with 
the Clarendon It nek H o it ors w i * - - 
directed to Clarendon should also 
be w orded" via HodgeUit^KAn.”

B U Y IN G  LANDS N O W
Becomes necessary where persons 
or families cannot come at once 
to occupy, provided choice and 
desirable lands are secured. We 
keep a surveyor on tho ground 
and give special attention to each 
order. We have yet at control a 
number of entire sections, a choice 
lot of small farms. ‘ All are sold 
at bottom prices, everything con­
sidered. We send official papyro- 
graph maps of tne county and city 
on which locations are clearly 
marked and described, and prices 
given if desired. At tho present 
rate of taking, the lists will be 
closed (except as purchased at 
second-hand) by the end of the 
present season. We expect pur­
chasers to occupy their lands first 
or last, but there is no stipulation 
or requirements. These lands 
can but be profitable either to 
hold or to occupy. They cannot 
be stolen, burn up or run away, 
and are sure, as in the past, to ap­
preciate rapidly in value. For 
80 or 160 acres near town will af­
ford ample scope for tillage. One 
or more sections farther away, at

nominal rates, will also be a wise 
investment, and better than money 
at interest. For prices &e, on 
special lo t s ,  make application, 

“ c l a r e n d o n ”
Is the name of our new town, 
which lies at the junction of Car- 
roll Creek and Fed Fiver. The 
situation is upon a rolling surftiee 
with elevations and depressions; 
the main part of town, lying on 
the southeast side of a line of 
low hills, is well protected Iro î 
violent winds and supplied with 
the finest water. The lands in 
town are all exempt from taxation 
(except local and municipal) tor 
25 years. Lots are - 25x110 and 
50x110 feet in area, with wide 
streets and allejus. The soil is 
exactly such as one would ehopse 
for gardening and shrubbery. 
Being exempt from tax renders 
them (at the low price now sell­
ing) about the same as a clear 
gift under ordinary circumstances. 
About 150 persons (some 20 fajui* 
lies) are gathered in and about 
this embryo town and who regard 
it as “ Home.” We anticipate a 
large increase the present season. 
A large commercial husjqeqs^ 
traveling public, stock men aad 
citizens. Several respectable 
houses are up and others building. 
Some of our citizens still live jn  
tents. ^

COST OF BUILD IN G
Is about the same as elswhere ex­
cept in the item of pine lumber 
which sells as Sherman at 1 2 to 
20 dollars per thousand, to which 
must be added about 30 to 40 dol­
lars per ton for freight. W. 1). 
Kimball or George T. Osbarne, 
carpenters, also Howkins & llor- 
sarstone workers will furnish es­
timates for work and put up 
buildings ready for occupation.

COST OF LIV IN G
All things considered is less, we 
think,.than in most northern or 
southern towns. Heavy grocer 
ies, Flour, &c., are more costly 
while meats and vegetables (in 
the season) are much lower in 
price. Board costs $4 per week. 
Flour sells at $3.50 and $6.00 per 
100 lbs. Fresh meats are from 
4 to 6 cents. People can live as 
plainly as the}r please, for we 
make our own social customs and 
fashions; men and women are 
measured and appreciated' for 
what they are, rather than by the 
amount of style they support.

SCHOOLS, SOCIETY, «feC.
As in all places, specially on 
the frontier we find much that 
could not be called “ refined” yet 
we are rem arkably free from the
base and rude. Our people, so 
far, are mostly from the north and 
east. They come with former 
manners, morals, hi hies and pur­
pose to do right and we modest­
ly think, ayerage with first class 
pSople generally. The Sabbath 
is well observed and haying

often supplied with venison, wild 
turkey, buffalo',&c ,&e.

our paper.
The Clarendon N ews has been 
published about one year and the 
next number (June) opens the

simply asecond volume. It 
monthly chronicle of current 
events, in and about our colony. 
The price is fifty cents per year. 
Will be glad to add the readers 
name to our list of subscribers. 
Address Fev. L. H. Carhart, edi­
tor and publisher, Sherman,Texas. 

references.
Wo refer to Bishop Peck, Syra­
cuse, N. Y., Fev. Win. Brush, H. 
I). Austin, Texas; Alfred Sully, 
Esq., 61 Broadway, N . Y .: Fev. 
J. C. Hartzell, Hew Orleans, Fa.; 
Merchant & Planters’ Bank, 
Sherman, Texas; Judge T. S. 
Underhill, Dallas, Texas; Hon. 
J. W. Throckmorton, M. C., Mc­
Kinney, Texas; City Bank, Dal­
las; Bishop Haven, Atlanta, Ga.

For map of countj", town of 
Clarendon, and further particu­
lars, address (inclosing stamps,) 
L. H. Carhart, box 155, Sherman, 
Texas.

—Here/Tiicrc ‘'ami V oiulerT

dine at Willow Springs, deep and 
beautiful, from which sundry 
geese and ducks take leave at our 
approach.

To the Canadian is the work of 
two days, and we encamp lor the 
Sabbath, equally enjoyed by man 
and beast. A lovely spot, green 
grass, large trees and fine water.

Bright and early on Monday 
morning we crossed the Canadian. 
The sandy bottom, nearly a mile 
in width, was dry and solid, and 
the water but hub deep for a dozen 
rods. Clear sailing now to Elliot. 
At night we camped at the Wash­
ita, twenty miles distant, a beau­
tiful, clear spring branch, with 
one of the best kept ranches en 
route at hand. Horses, cattle, 
pigs and chickens in abundance. 
Three or four hundred fowls and 
y e t we could not purchase for less 
than six dollars pei* dozen and 
eggs at forty cents. The two en­
terprising batchelors residing 
there have quite an opening of
land
year.
dine

and made 
Ten mile; 

at Wilson's

ôod crops 
more and 

ranch,

neither whisky nor attorneys we 
have no quarreling worth of 
mention. Out* church is a plain 
school house, comfortably seated 
where our “ society” of 30 or 40 
members meet for preaching reg­
ularly time each Sabbath and foi 
other social meetings. The Sun­
day school fills the house, is as 
well supplied with requisits as 
any in the country and has from 
the first been a success. A com­
mon school has been taught for 
the past quarter and will be con­
tinued, is simplj7 a private school. 
United we can avail ourselves of 
the public school fund; we are 
reaching the ideal of a modern 
civilization without the ordinary 
frontier revolver and bowie knife 
probation. The whisky traffic 
has so far been kept under con­
trol and will be to the extreme 
conclusion. Every family com­
ing will contribute to thi3 social 
power and receive of its benefit. 
We have a “ Library Association” 
and frequent musical and social 
parties. The hum of the sewing 
machine the tones of the piano
and the rin J of our town njanta- uon ueii, with the scampering of
childhood and the drift of indus­
try where one year since the buf­
f a lo  had all to himself, seems too 
strange for chronicle! We hope 
to organize our county soon.

IN D IA N S, SN AK ES, &C.
The Indians of the Feservation 
east of us are generally quiet and 
as much settled as other people. 
A portion recently brought from 
the northwest are troublesome to 
the authorities. Three Indians 
once visited out colony, while 
out hunting, bogging for To­
bacco (which we do not keep in 
stock or for sale) and these are 
the only Indians seen by our peo­
ple. Tho danger from lawless­
ness and violence is greater from 
others than from indians. We es­
teem our settlement as secure 
from danger as* any frontier town 
in the country. The military is 
near and we are kept informed if 
a threatening should occur. Of 
snakes, reptiles, poisonous bugs 
&c., we ha-ve hardly an equal 
share with the rest of the world 
and nothing to fear or write 
about.

GAM E

Is still abundant and our tables

(Continued from last m onth.)

The serenity and beauty of the 
daj7 proceeding had been noted 
by all; mild, calm and unusually 
warm. These northers usually 
last (not the violence ot the 
wind) from 24 to 36 hours. The 
road thus far leads over rolling 
and varied country, with many 
fine stretches of tillable land, 
mingled with belts of breaks, 
only fit for grazing. Bear creek 
valley is notably beautiful, a col
ony from somewhere, 
told, has chosen this as 
for/future operations, 
o’clock on the fourth 
reached the treachero us 

mile of sasoon, a

we are 
tho site 

At 2 
day we 
Si m me r- 

ndy road with 
water knee deep is all, and by 
doubling teams we are soon over 
and encamped on the south side, 
within a mile of the Indian Ter­
ritory line. On the fifth day 
Widney is first awake, breakfast 
over, and all en route, over the 
hills, great swells of land over 
which the prairie fires have re­
cently swept. All the distance 
we fouud the roads fine except 
about cue and one-half miles 
across the creek last named, 
where heavy sands tried our 
mule power. (Advice tree. Nev­
er buy small or doubtful teams 
because they are cheap and don’t 
over load. Buy good stock, and 
what you can't conveniently 
carry put in store till you come 
again.) Sunday camp was by a 
pond or spring two miles south­
east of the crossing, with a pleas­
ant rolling landscape and lots of 
new grass in the unburnt spots 
for our horses and mules; splen­
did creatures, faithful servants. 
IIow sagaciously they come 
neighing and nosing about for 
their corn, and tho’ unrestrained 
by fence or guard refuse to wan­
der, but pick the half dead grass 
in sight of camp.

How grandly we slept after the 
weary day. Ho watch or guard, 
though in this horrible Indian 
Territory !! The day dawned
with a bright, pleasant sun but 
cool; some were in baste to go, 
but we rested. In the afternoon 
brother Noss conducted a profita­
ble service of song, prayer and 
exhortation. On Monday rested 
and invigorated we push out for 
the ‘Post’ the sixteen miles 
lengthen into twenty and the sun 
is nearly set, when we reach the 
end and make our camp on a 
grassy spot on the Bever, ninety- 
one miles from Hodge. Lee & 
Feynolds keep nearly everything 
needed, only a few families live 
here, everything has a military 
air, Gen. Jeff C. Davis commands. 
A little south of Post we took 
by advice of one who should have 
known, the lower instead ot the

J

teams w  ring heavily on the 
soft bottoms. All day and only 
10 miles ! We finally cross over 
to the main road and find an ele­
gant camp, good wood and water 
and luscious grasses. The ladies 
are patient, tho children laugh 
and cry by times, some have 
colds, but all able to eat double 
rations. Brother Noss proposes, 
“ Gome on my partners in dis 
tress.” Wednesday a tierce south 
wind drives .us into an early camp 
in a pleasant grove sheltered 
partly from the blast on south 
side of Wolf creek, a more disa­
greeable day we’ve seldom ex­
perienced in any country, sand in 
our faces, sand in our baggage, 
sand in water and coffee, bread 
and butter, indeed sand every­
where! full of sand! Plenty ot 
canvass, rations and fire 
make all comfortable. This is a 
favorite haunt for antelope,turkey 
duck, &c., but our nimrods are too 
weary lor the chase to-night. 
Our company of 25, represent the 
states of Massachusetts, New 
York, Pennsylvania, Virginia, 
West Virginia, Illinois and Miss­
ouri, extremes often meet. Sand 
and winds give place to fine 
roads and splendid weather. We

ist year
he gretv 30 bushels of corn to the 
acre on sod plowing, and from 
one bushel Early Fuse potatoes 
ho raised $35 worth beside eating 
all the family needed. Garden 
vegetables did well. A fine stream 
of water affords good fish, and 
there is wood in abundance. No 
finer country anywhere than the 
Gageby valley, rolling, rich and 
beautiful. At 4 p. m. we rolled 
into “ The Post,”  nine miles on a 
good road, and camped in a lovely 
place under large trees on the 
“ Sweet Water.” We are on the 
“ home stretch,” and everybody 
in a hurry. Wittier, of Vermont, 
and Feed, of Indiana, fall into 
line here, having reached this 
point by stage.

Wednesday wo reached North 
Fork of Fed Fiver, fourteen miles 
via Wells’ ranch, with good roads 
save one mile of wearisome sand 
in the bottoms; so we made an 
early camp on the south bank. 
Four miles of our way lay down 
an elegant valley, where a family 
reside and are opening up a farm. 
We lunched by a series of the 
most wonderful springs—like lit­
tle lakes—in which we could see 
no bottom. The peculiar gobble 
of the wild turkey rang in our 
ears while the tents were going 
up, leading to several long ram­
bles, but without taking the game. 
Fifteen miles more to the famous 
M cClellan Creek valley; we found 
it a hard day’s drive with our big 
loads and weary stock* But with 
slight hindrance, made our camp 
on a broad, smooth plat under 
fine large trees. Fev. Mr. Allan, 
whose herd pastures here, met and 
welcomed us to one of our eollon- 
ial out-posts. Here wo have, to­
gether with good lands and excel­
lent water, the best belt of timber 
within easy reach ef us. The pas­
ture range is almost boundless. 
The lands are all sold and held 
high. The Cassner Bros, have 
made this headquarters for a large 
herd of sheep for several years. 
There are, however, other ranges 
for stock in the eastern and cen­
tral part of our county in most 
points fully equal to this, though 
less abundant in timber. A shin­
gle machine is turning out cotton­
wood (cut) shingles enough to 
supply the demand at $5.00 per 
thousand. A steam mill is expec­
ted, upon the arrival of which we 
will have all the coarse or 
dimension lumber we shall need.

Sixteen or eighteen miles and 
good roads will end our journey. 
Up out of the valley by a long, 
steady pull (not steep) then a few 
miles on “ the plains” with lunch 
at “ the lake”—a strange body of 
water on the highest ground be­
tween the two points, a mile in 
circumference, and covered with 
ducks and geese. Then a little

don. Tlila Gown grade is
agreeable after tho numberless 
“ ups and downs” of the last two 
weeks. The people knowing our 
approach “ hung on the big kettle” 
and spread a comfortable supper 
in the school house, and the past 
is soon forgot ton in the present. 
Mr. lleffeibower in a few appro­
priate sentences welcomed the 
strangers; to which Mr. Whittier 
aptly replied. Col. Hoss and one 
of the more heavily laden wagons 
was delayed, but arrived in time 
for supper and the benediction.

We will not essay a detail of 
the doings of the next ten da}7s— 
wish we could. These parties 
had mostly selected their lands 
several months before coming, 
and were in nervous haste for a 
view ot the same. Parks handles 
the compass and soon the situa­
tion is revealed. All agreed read­
ily that “ the lines had fallen in 
pleasant places,” and were satis­
fied. Wo utter the exact truth 
when we say reasonable .and ra­
tional people have ever been sat­
isfied with our colony’s surround­
ings and prospects. Bro. Noss 
found things better than he ex­
pected. Taylor selects two sec­
tions, 7-8. ten miles west of town,

and goes home to consummate tire 
same, and we hope, soon to return 
to stay. Feed and Leimners file 
eaefi on a quarter section of school 
land, while Si belt moves his tent 
nine miles out and drives his 
stakes on 37, northeast of the vil­
lage; Freeman in addition to his 
section five miles away, secures 
160 acres two miles southwest of 
town and pitching his tent by a 
spring commences work; Yiderey 
fixes his family in town on account 
of school and will open up his 200 
acres as fast as possible, one and 
one-half miles northeast. A wave 
of the Leadville excitement also 
reaches us and carries away two 
families thitherward. We seem 
to live in the march of those- who 
are going from Texas to that over­
swollen humbug. We expect a 
receding of the tide soon.

Our little city is slowly grow­
ing. Hawkins & 11 esser are erect­
ing a new store 20x40 feet; lleffel- 
bower has added blinds in light 
green and now can boast the neat-_
est residence in the _ _once, and

- bui 1 d -ing a picket house anil was 
yard; Lyncss has a respectable 
blacksmith shop, with half a score 
of crippled plows, wagons, etc., 
lying about as usual; Osburn is 
plowing to build a stone house, 
suitable for hotel. (Much needed.)

In religious matters we find a 
watchful struggle necessary to 
keep the all absorbing problem 
of “ what we shall eat,” etc., from 
entirely absorbing the spiritual. 
Our second quarterly meeting 
was full ot interest. Bro. Noss 
preached with old time power 
and fire. Bro. Ames, a Baptist 
clergyman from Wis. having a 
short rest and recuperation, has 
ministered several times, to tho 
pleasure and profit of all. Tho 
love-feast and communion were 
on the same line. We hope the 
time is far away when “ Bro.”  
shall be exchanged for the chilly 
“ Mr.,” when hand-shaking, con­
gregational singing, the mourners 
bench, plain preaching, deep con­
viction, sound conversion and full 
salvation and the ancient Method­
ist tactics will be laid aside or be­
come unfashionable. Of spiritual 
privilege there is no necessary 
lack.

April is the all exciting month 
with our numerous stockmen. 
The “ round up” means, a general 
scouring of the whole country 
and gathering of the stock for the- 
purpose of “ cutting out” such as 
belong to othres and brandlng tho 
calves. Our town is destined to 
become the headquarters for this 
immense cattle trade and business. 
Several of our citizens will give 
attention to butter making, for 
which the local demand is good. 
Our many springs and creeks can 
be utilized for cool cellars. But­
ter and cheese will pay. Stock 
is at present, by common consent 
and will be for sometime, herded 
and not allowed to range at will. 
Gardens and growing crops de­
mand it.

A herd of some forty buffalo re­
cently wandered within 5 miles of 
onrtown. We had a rare chance at 
short range but being unused to our 
arms we over shot and missed our 
game,(not the first distiguislied man 
who lias failed in same direction.) 
Moral—shoot low. A  moye skilliul 
party brought in a fine creature from 
the same herd that evening. Its 
exceedingly annoying to stand with­
in 150 yards of a bison standing at 
broadside, with an empty “ sharps 
forty-five,”  and “ no more cart­
ridges!”  One can hardly ride an 
hour in any direction from Claren­
don without seeing more or less of 
deer, antelope, turkeys, chickens, 
etc. We know of no place where a 
man needing retirement and rest 
could combine more of sport and 
adventure. For an enjoyable three 
months cruise—a good ridii 
& cordum^ *ckets, a
an eye for the beautiful and useful,”  
with a comfortable boarding place, 
an appetite for three, and full liberty 
and license for 150 miles, together 
with as much good society as one 
may choose. What could be nicer? 
Lear© your heavy trunks at the 
nearest railroad station, bring your­
self along and come on ! There will 
be a chance to go out from Sherman 
in good company about June 1st.

Thos- S. Underhill,

A T T O R N E Y  A T  L A W .
Dallas, - - - Texas.

Legal business of all kinds at­
tended to. Claims adjusted 
promptly. Collections made. 
Taxes paid for non residents own­
ing land anywhere in the state, 
and abstracts of title furnished, 
Fefer to editor of this paper. 
(All right.—Editor.)

JAS. H. PARKS,
SURVEYOR,

CLARENDON, TEXAS,


