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Holly Sugar heads list of top 10 taxpayers

Top Ten Taxpayers, Total

1. Holly Sugar Corp. $640,675
2. Frito-Lay Inc. 215,906
3. Hereford Bi-Products 194,037
4. Southwestern Public Service 179,980
S. Hereford Grain 141,792
6. Southwestern Bell Tel. 114,668
7. Barrett Crofoot 111,058
8. Arrowhead Mills 103,466
9. D.S. Electric Co-Op 94,462
10. AT&SF 82,642

Herefo

SUNDAY,

February 4, 1996

Top tax bills revealed
for city, county, school

Holly Sugar Corporation rctained
its place as the top taxpayer in Dcaf
Smith County in 1995, and there was
little change in the "Top Ten" list
provided by Deaf Smith County Tax
Appraisal District.

Holly Sugar hecaded the list by a
wide margin, with a total tax bill of
$640,675 and Frito Lay was a distant
secondat $215,906. Holly's tax total
actually figured $750,684, but the
company has advantage of a tax

Temperature records fall as
cold front refuses to budge

By NED KILKELLY
Associated Press Writer

It was so cold in Pcoria they
brought the igloo inside.

Temperatures that had stood for
accntury tumbled as adcadly Arctic
cold front refused to budge --forcing
mercury readings well below zero for
days at a stretch.

A banana froze hard enough to
pound nails in Minnesota, criminals
stayed inside in Kansas City, and
students at Richwoods High School
in Peoria, Ill., moved their igloo--
building science project into the
cafeteria to avoid frostbite. The
temperature dipped to 18 below in
Peoria carly Saturday, brcaking a

century-old record of 13 below.
“It’s so cold, my cyclashes were
freezing to my cap,” said bicycle
messenger  Dean  Davidson in
Chicago, which Saturday moming sct
arecord low for the datc of minus 16.
Parts of southcrn Maryland were
socked with a foot of snow overnight,
and another foot was forccast for
scctions of the castern shore.
Washington, D.C., picked up 8 inches
and New York City 6 inches.
Ice-laden branches pulled down
power lincs, cutting clectricity to tens
of thousands in the South. Freezing
rain and slcet coated roads with icc,
and heavy snow fell in 2 band from
Oklahoma to West Virginia.

Much of Texas joins
frozen tundra ranks

By The Associated Press

After this weckend, Texans may
not be a little more sympathetic when
faraway parts of the country become
snowbound.

Much of the Lone Star State has
joined the frozen tundra ranks this
weekend with a winter storm that
doesn’t seem likely to end soon.

Saturday’s highs were expected to
range from around 5 in the Panhandle
to the 20s and 30s elsewhere, except
for 60s in the Big Bend. Highs
Sunday moming were expected 1o
plummet to minus 10 in the northern
Panhandle to single digits in North
Texas to the 30s in the far west.

Snow was expected to give way (o
ice, increasing the chance for serious
problems.

“The low (pressurc system) is
beginning to scoot off to the east. ...
But the cold air mass that’s coming
inis just incredible,”” Mendy Moyecr
of Weather Data Inc., a privatc

Hereford and the area received
another inch of snow from Friday
to Saturday morning, totalling over
2.5 inches for the latest winter
storm. Temperatures were
predicted to inch up Sunday and
the longrange forecast calls for
warm weather by the middle of
next week.

Moming News.

That meant the ice left Thursday
and Friday by a winter storm should
stick around through the beginning
of the new work week.

Ice and snow affected roads in 87
of the state’s 254 counties Friday,
from Hudspeth County in West Texas
to Shelby County in East Texas, said
Mike Cox, a spokesman for the
Department of Public Safety in
Austin.

Most motorists took it easy on
Texas highways, but accidents still
were abundant, killing at least five

forecasting service, told The Dallas  people since Thursday.

Telemarketer random call here
helps woman with broken hip

Itisn’t often that telemarketers making random phone calls get a chance
to do something to help, but it happened Friday afternoon in Hereford.

Summer Sursa, administrative assistant for Crime Alertin Amarillo,
said one her company’s telemarketers, Laura Lomas, was making random
calls in Hereford, trying to set up appointments for dcmonstrations of
security equipment.

Lomas, Sursa said, called a phone number and reached Lillian Cheek,
who asked Lomas to get help for her.

"She was just screaming for help,” Sursa said.

Mrs. Cheek told her long-distance rescuers that she was suffering from
pain in her hip.

Lomas kept Mrs. Cheek on the phone while colleague Richard Hunt
called the Hereford Police Department and explained the situation to them.

At the police department, dispatcher Javier Frausto called Mrs. Cheek
to confirm the information, then dispatched Hereford EMS to the scene.

Mrs. Cheek was taken by ambulance to Hereford Regional Medical
Center for evaluation.

Lt. Bennie Barrick said the call from Crimc Alert came in to the police
department at 4:58 p.m.

He said Mrs. Cheek had been waiting for a visiting nurse to come to
her house, but she received the call from Crime Alert before the nurse
arrived, so asked them for help.

Sursa said police called her office later and told employees that Mrs.
Cheek had broken her hip.

Subzcro temperatures  were
recorded across the Plains, the
Midwest and much of the South on
Friday, frecezing pipes, knocking out
hcating systecms, silencing  car
batteries and closing schools in
scveral states.

At least 17 dcaths have been
blamcd on the scvere weather this
week, including that of a Tulsa,
Okla., man believed to have
Alzhcimer’s discasc. He was found
dcad in a park a day after he drove
away from his nursing home in a
dclivery van.

At lcast 12 pcople were killed in
wecather-related traffic accidents in
the South.

The coldest spot in the country
Friday was Tower, Minn., where the
60-below reading broke a 97-ycar
state record, and that was without the
wind chill. Someconc cven demon-
stratcd how to pound nails with a
banana.

Temperatures also plummeted to
record lows for the date in Montana,
South Dakota, Wisconsin, Nebraska,
Colorado and Illinois.

It rcached minus 24 in Spokanc,
Wash., breaking the old record of 19
below set in 1893, and it was 34
below zero in La Crosse, Wis., 2
degrees colder than the 1873 mark.

Rapid City, S.D., barely missed
breaking its all-time low of 34 below,
set in 1899, with a reading of 31
bclow.

Records of all sorts fell in
Wisconsin. Eau Claire sct a record

(See WINTER, Page 2A)

Gramm's tax
plan will be
unveiled here

Hans Klingler, West Texas
regional director for U.S. Sen. Phil
Gramm, R-Texas, will be in Hercford
on Monday to unveil Gramm’s
proposal for a flat tax.

The meeting will be at 2 p.m. in
the Community Center.

According to a news rclcase
announcing the meeting, Gramm's
proposal would scrap the current
income tax system in favor of a 16
percent flat tax.

Under the plan, a family of four
making up to $32,000 would pay no
taxes. Incomes over that amount
would be tax at the 16 percent level.

Deductions for mortgage insurance
and charitable contributions would
remain, while the standard deduction
would increase from $6,550 to
$22,000 for families, and the personal
exemption for dependents from
$2,500 to $5,000.

"I want to change the American tax
system,” Gramm said. "I want to
adopt a simple tax system that has
one rate, and I want it to apply to all
income no matter how you earn it."

Gramm s plan is part of an overall
economic proposal from the
presidential and senatorial candidate
that includes balancing the budget,
holding increases in federal spending
to the inflation rate and stopping new
federal reguldtions for one ycar.

abatement plan which was approved
for an major expansion.

The next cight, in order, were:
Hereford Bi-Products, Southwestern
Public Service Co., Hereford Grain
Corp., Southwestern Bell Telephone;
Barrett Crofoot Feedyards, Arrow-
head Mills, Deaf Smith Electric Co-
Op, and AT&SF Railroad.

The total twax bill from the
appraisal district amounted to
$10,557,000. Jan. 31 was the

deadlinc for paying local taxcs. The
top ten taxpayers accounted for
approximately 17.7 percent of the
total bill.

The list from the appraisal district
actually showed the top 20. Number
11 was Transwestern  Pipeline,
followed by West Texas Rural
Telephone, Natural Gas Pipcline, Bar
G Feed Yard, Tri-State Chemicals,
Cargill Inc., Southwest Feedyards,
Sugarland Fced Yards, Cattle Town,
and Farmer’s Elevator of Dawn.

The accompanying tables show the
top 10 taxpayers for cach local taxing
entity. SPS was No. 1 for the City of
Hereford, followed by Arrowhcad
Mills, Hereford Grain, Southwestern
Bell Telephone, Cargill, First
Southwest Bank, Gibson's, George
Warner Seed, West Park Avenue
Plaza, and Moorman Manufacturing.
The top four taxpaycers on the city’s
list also made the total district’s top
10.

The second 10 in the city, in ordcr,
wCre: Hereford Care  Center,
Encrgas, Blue Water Garden
Apartments, Garrison & Townsend
Sced, Hereford State Bank, Empire
Enterpriscs(Masterand Town Square
apartments), Poarch Brothers Inc.,
Homeland, Agripro Sceds, Northgate
Plaza.

Holly Sugar topped cach of the
other entitics. Not shown arc High
Plains Water District(with a tax rate
of .0084 cents per $100 valuc), or
Walcott School District, which did
not affect the top 10.

The total tax bill for most city
property is $2.4114 per $100
valuation. Most property outside the
city has a tax rate total of $1,9914 per
$100.

The various tax rates for five
taxing entitics include: $1,239 for the
school district; 52 cents for the
county; 42 cents for the city, 22.4
cents for the hospital district; and .84
of a cent for the water district.
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been rounded off.
City of Hereford(.42/$100)

1. Southwestern Public Service
2. Arrowhead Mills Inc.

3. Hereford Grain Corp.

4. Southwestern Bell Tel.

5. Cargill Inc.

6. First Southwest Bank

7. Chaffin(Gibson’s) Inc.

8. G. Warner Seed Inc.

9. W.P. Buckthal(W. Park Plaza
10. Moorman Mfg.

Deaf Smith County(.52/$100)

1. Holly Sugar Corp.

2. Frito-Lay Inc.

3. Hereford Bi-Products

4. Southwestern Public Service
5. Hereford Grain Corp.

6. Barrett Crofoot

7. Southwestern Bell Tel.

8. D.S. Electric Co-op

9. Arrowhead Mills

10. AT&SF Railway

1. Holly Sugar Corp.

2. Frito-Lay Inc.

3. Hereford Bi-Products

4. Southwestern Public Service
5. Hereford Grain Corp.

6. Barrett Crofoot

7. Southwestern Bell Tel.

8. D.S. Electric Co-Op

9. Arrowhead Mills

10. AT&SF

Hereford ISD(1.239/$100)

1. Holly Sugar Corp.

2. Frito-Lay Inc.

3. Hereford Bi-Products

4. Southwestern Public Service
5. Hereford Grain Corp.

6. Barrett Crofoot

7. Southwestern Bell Tel.

8. D.S. Electric Co-Op

9. Arrowhead Mills

10. AT&SF

Top taxpayers

NOTE: Assessed values are from Deaf Smith Tax Appraisal District office. Tax totals
were figured by The Brand by applying tax rates of each entity, and numbers have

Asses. Value Taxes
$4,598,130 $19,312
4,276,750 17,962
3,810,630 16,005
3,173,630 13,329
2,176,670 9,142
1,740,540 7.310
1,537,170 6,460
1,523,170 6,397

) 1,523,030 6,396
1,398,840 5,875
Assess. Value Taxes

$37,696,280 $196,021°

DSC Hospital District(.224/$100)

10,841,920 56,378
9,743,770 50,668
8,256,630 42,934
5,695,910 29,619
5,600,500 29,123
5,110,400 26,574
4,763,589 24,771
4,276,750 22,239
4,167,550 21,671
Assess. Value Taxes
$37,696,280 $84,440
10,841,920 24,286
9,743,770 21,826
8,256,630 18,495
5,695,910 12,759
5,600,500 12,545
5,110,400 11,447
4,763,589 10,670
4,276,750 9,580
4,167,550 9,335
Assess. Value Taxes
$37,696.280 $467,057
10,841,920 134,331
9,743,770 120,725
8,256,630 102,300
5,695,910 70,572
5,600,500 69,390
5,110,400 63,318
4,763,589 59,021
4,276,750 52,989
4,167,550 51,636

Voter application to end Friday;
HRMC to host registration drive

By GEORGIA TYLER
Staff Writer

Prospective voters in the March 12
party primary clections have until
next Friday to apply in person for
registration to meet eligibility
requirements.

Applications postmarked no later
than Feb. 12 also will be accepted for
registration, said David Ruland, Deaf
Smith County clerk and vote

registrar.
At least one entity, Hercford
Regional Medical Center, will

promote voting by hosting a voter
registration drive Wednesday.

Both Democratic and Republican
Parties will conduct primaries on
March 12. Both party ballots will list
presidential candidates.

Early in January, Ruland said,
9,187 registration certificates were
mailed to residents of Hereford and
Deaf Smith County.

He said 1,123 cards were returned
to his office because, by law, the U.S.
Postal Service may not forward
registration certificates. Retumned
cards indicate the address is no longer
valid for the addressce.

Prospective voters who have
moved since the last election are

advised by Ruland to contact his
office for a new application.

Names of those persons whose
cards were returned are placed on a
suspended list, hie said.

The application for voter
registration has been altered slightly
since last year, Ruland said.

Persons applying must declare
U.S. citizenship to be eligible, Ruland
advised. Making a false statement on
the application is a crime under state
and federal law, he added.

Participation by HRMC in a voter
registration drive is prompted, said
Jim Robinson, CEO, by the knowl-
edge in the health care industry that
government policy makes a differ-
ence in care given.

"In a day and age when govern-
mental policies play such a pro-
nounced role in our lives, it is of
utmost importance to be involved in
the basic right and responsibility of
voting.”

Applications for registration will
be available in the hospital board
room from 7 a.m. to 8 a.m. and from
4 p.m. to 5 p.m., Robinson said.

Only one contest for a Deaf Smith
County office is on the Democratic
ballot for the March 12 election. No

contests are listed on the GOP ballot.

In his bid for re-election, Sheriff
Joe Brown is challenged by Fidel
Reyna Jr, a former deputy on
Brown's stafT.

The winner of the primary will
have an opponent in the November
general election. Mike Morrison, who
ran on the Democratic ticket for the
office four years ago, is u sed
on the Republican primary ballot for
sheriff this year.

County Commissioners Tony
Castillo, Precinct 1, and Troy Bon
Moore, Precinct 3, and Margaret Del
Toro, county tax assessor-collector,
arc unopposed in the Democratic
primary.

On the GOP primary ballot are
Wayne Betzen, candidate for the
Precinct 1 spot, and Dan Hall,
secking the Precinct 3 position.

Since there is only one contest at
the county level, interest in the March
clections is bound to center on the
presidential primaries 10 be conducted
by political parties.

A number of judicial positions in
Texas will be on ballots, but most of
the state’s top officials do not run this

(See VOTERS, Page 2A)

*w S ———— - T s o SROGP L S




Page 2A--

The Hereford Brand, Sunday, February 4, 1996

( Local Roundup )

City posts agenda

A new commissioner, Eugene Condarco, will take the oath
of office at the meeting Monday of the Hereford City Commission,
beginning at 7:30 p.m. Other business for the evening will be
consideration of bids for replacing fire hydrants, hearing a request
for extension of water to Shur-Gro Liquid Feed, consideration
of an alcohol and drug abuse policy for city truck drivers, approval
of notices for the city election on May 4, appointment of directors
of the Panhandle-Plains Higher Education Authority, action
related to Deaf Smith County Appraisal District votes and
appointment of Commissioner Carey Black to the board and
hearing a report from Police Chief David Wagner.

Koobraey rescheduled

The Hereford High School yearbook staff has announced
that Koobraey has been rescheduled to 7 p.m. Monday because
of inclement weather Thursday. The doors to the HHS auditorium
will open at 6:15 p.m. and will be closed to late arrivals at 7
p.m. Cost to attend is $3 per person. During the assembly, Mr.
and Miss HHS and the Class Favorites will be announced.

Child Welfare Board to meet

Deaf Smith County Child Welfare Board will meet at 1:30
p.m. Tuesday in the county courtroom. Business on the agenda
includes a financial report, election of officers, a report on
Christmas for foster children and discussion of a community
meeting about child abuse and neglect.

HEDC sets brief meeting

The Hereford Economic Development Corporation board
will meet in regular session at4:30 p.m. Wednesday in the city
commission chambers, 224 N. Lee. Three items are on the agenda
for the session: approval of minutes, update on advertising
materials and public comment. The meeting is open to the public.

b

(Crime Stoppers )

Dcaf Smith County Cnmestoppers
on Friday announced that it will offer
cash rewards of up to $1,000 for
information which helps solve felony
crimes.

The new reward limitis doublc the
previous $500 limit, which had been
in place since 1992.

According to ancwsrcleasc from
Crimestoppers, pcoplc secking to
collect rewards must first rcport
information to the Cluc Line at 364-
CLUE (364-2583).

The information is then turncd
over to the appropriate law enforce-
ment agency for investigation.

If the information rcsults in an
arrest or indictment, the tp is
cvaluated by Crimestoppers and
assigned a point value.

The point system is based on: the
crime, number of people arrested,
numbcer of crimes solved and property
valuc of items reccovered.
Crimestoppers board members then
vote on the actual reward for a
particular caller.

Crimestoppers board members are
not police officers, but are private
citizens who care about crime in their
community. The civilian board
members  oversee  operations  of

Crimestoppers, which is a private
non-profit corporation.

Police officers involved in
Crimestoppers arc advisors who have
no voting power. A Crimestoppers
Coordinator, who is a policc officer,
is appointed by the police chicf toact
as a liaison to the Crimestoppers
board.

For this week, Crimestoppers is
sceking clues regarding the following
incident:

The Hereford Police Department
is secking clues into the Jan. 17
burglary of a home in the 200 block
of Star Strect, where more than
$2,700 in items werc taken.

Some of the items are: a jambox,
guitar, amplificr, Nintendo Gamc Boy
and several items of jewclry including
rings, necklaces and carrings.

Anyone having information that
leads to the arrest and indictment in
the Crime of the Week can reccive
a rewara of up to $1,000.

Anyone having information about
the Crime of the Week -- or any other
criminal activity -- is urged to call the
CLUE LINE at 364-CLUE.

All callers may remain anonymous
by using a codc name or number.

Team uncovers remains of
missing on Bosnia hillside

JAJCE, Bosnia-Herzegovina (AP)
--In a muck-filled ditch by a hillside
road, a tcam of coroners, soldiers and
workmen dug up skulls, leg bones,
and rotting clothing--hints of what
lics beneath the mud of Bosnia’s
killing fields.

The team uncovered five sets of
remains in the northwestern Bosnian

Miss USA
is crowned

SOUTH PADRE ISLAND, Texas
(AP)--Ali Landry, a junior at the
University of Southwestern Louisi-
ana, has been crowned Miss USA.

Miss Louisiana US A defeated 50
other contestants Friday night and
was crowned by the reigning Miss
USA, Shanna Lynn Moakler.

The 22-year-old from Breaux
Bridge, La., said she plans to continue
her involvement with the Women
Helping Others Foundation “in an
cffort to provide crucially needed
support in health education and
wellness concerns for women and
children.”

Contestants were judged on
interviews, a swimsuit competition
and an evening-gown competition.

The first runner-up was Miss
Kansas USA, Danielle Boatwright.

BeccaLee, Miss Tennessee USA,
was named second runner-up.

Miss USA winners receive more
than $207,000 in cash-and prizes,
including a $40,000 employment
contract and cash prizes from several
companics.

Miss Landry will advance to
represent the United States in the
Miss Universe competition.

town of Jajce on Friday, but officials
said up to nine people could be buricd
there.

The United Nation’s top missing
persons expert, Manfred Nowak, will
today visit a mine in the northern
town of Ljubija, where bodics of
executed Muslims and Croats
reportedly are buried. '

The U.N. says some 27,000
people, most of them Muslims, are
missing, and many arc believed
buried in mass graves across Bosnia
and Croatia. The job of sorting out
their whereabouts falls to Nowak,
who is working with the Red Cross.

“It’s a huge task,” said Nowak,

who was in Jajce on Friday to confer -

with local Croat officials and visit
one of two graves on the city’s
outskirts.

With guns largely silent in Bosnia,
the question of missing people has
taken on greater urgency.

VOTERS

year.

Candidates for U.S. Congressmen,
a U.S. Senator, state representatives
and railroad commissioner are listed
on primary ballots.

On the Republican ticket, voters
may mark one name twice -- U.S.
Scnator Phil Gramm is a candidate
for re-election to that post as well as
seeking the presidential nomination
of the party.

The law permitting the dual
candidacy was enacted in Texas to
allow Lyndon Johnson to run in 1960
for senator and vice president of the
U.S.

Early voting in the primaries will
begin Feb. 21 and end March 8.

Basketball royalty

Mindi Davis (left) was named HHS Basketball Queen and Todd
Dudley was named Basketball King at a pep rally Friday at
Hereford High School. Davis and Dudley, both senior members
of the Herd basketball teams, were introduced at the games
against Borger Friday night in Whiteface Gym. It was a Hereford
sweep: the girls won, 71-43, the boys won, 66-48.

Mother gets custody
of twin in bitter battle

By ARTHUR H. ROTSTEIN
Associated Press Writer

TUCSON, Ariz. (AP)--First came
the telephone call, then the sun broke
through the cloud-filled day. And
then, Brenda Taylor said, her twin
daughter, Lauren, ill with a virus,
started feeling better.

‘“Wow, what a day!"” Ms. Taylor
said after a Pima County judge
granted her custody of 17-month-old
Lauren in a bitterly contested Iegal
battle with her former husband, Peter
Tonnesscn.

Ms. Taylor, 33, was awarded
custody of the other twin, Mcgan, last
fall.

Friday's custody order allows
Tonnessen  daytime  visits  onc
weekend a month with Lauren. He
also gets a half-day’s visit on
Christmas, Easter and the Friday after
Thanksgiving. He lives in Colorado
Springs, Colo., but all visits must be
in Tucson.

“It’'s been a long haul, but it’s
definitely been worth it,”” Ms. Taylor
said. “I know that I am an cxccllent
mother, butnow it’s on the record.”

Ann Haralambic, Tonncssen’s
lawyecr, said she thought the ruling
was flawed but was unsurc whether
thecy would appcal.

Ms. Taylor said the girls were
conccived when Tonnessen, then her
estranged husband, raped her hours
after she had sex with the man she
was living with at the time, Dcan
Taylor.

Tonnessen denicd raping her. No
police report was filed.

Brenda and Dcan later married.
And when Tonnessen found out his
estranged wife was pregnant, he filed
for custody of his unborn child in
1994, unaware shc was carrying
twins. She moved to Arizona before
giving birth.

DNA tests show the twins had
different fathers. For this 10 be

@bituaries

THELMA C. WETHINGTON
Jan. 31, 1996

Thelma C. Wethington, 74, of
Nazareth, twin sister of Velma
Warren of Hereford, died Wednesday
in Lubbock.

Services will be held at 11 a.m.
Saturday in Holy Family Catholic
Church in Nazareth with the Rev.
Neal Dee, pastor, officiating. Burial
will be in Holy Family Cemetery, by
Foskey-Lilley-McGill Funeral
Homes. A vigil service was held
Friday afternoon at the church.

Mrs. Wethington was a native and
lifetime resident of Nazarcth. She
married James "Tom" Wethington in
1945 in Nazareth. He died in 1969.
She was a graduate of Nazareth High
School and attended Draughon’s
Business College in Amarillo. She
belonged to Holy Family Catholic
Church, Christian Mothers, American
Legion Auxiliary and third order of
St. Francis. She was a charter
member of Catholic Daughters.

Survivors are Tommy Wethington
and Melvin Wethington, both of
Nazareth, Herbert Wethington of
Dumas and Bernard Wethington of
Tulia; five daughters, Jancta Jones of
Idalou, Beth Schulte of Fort Worth,
and Rose Ann Cotter, Delphine
Hittson and Geri Lynn Laub, all of
Amarillo; two brothers, Herman
Birkenfeld and Jerome Birkenfeld,
both of Nazareth; two other sisters,
Rita Woetovech of Nazareth and
Sister Josella Birkenfeld of Fort
Smith, Ark., 26 grandchildren and
four great-grandchildren.

She was preceded in death by a
daughter, Mary Wethington, in 1956.

The family has suggested that
memorials be directed to the Nazareth
Museum Fund.

_regular

possible, a woman has to ovulate
twice in onc menstrual cycle and have
intercourse with twomenaround the
time of ovulation.

Judge Joseph McDonald found that
joint custody was not feasible. He
barred overnight stays until Tonnes-
scn cstablishes ““a consistent and
pattern of visitation”
complying with the order.

The judge said Lauren’s relation-
ship with Tonnessen was ‘‘minimal
at best,”” and that he had been guilty
of “significantdomestic violence,”
a charge his attorney disputed.

Tonnessen’s actions “demonstrate
10 the court that he is motivated by
anger, hostility, suspicion and
blame,” the judge said, rather than
concern for his child’s welfare.

WINTER

low of minus 35 on Friday, as the
state estimated that 15,000 jobless
compensation claims were filed
during the week--about 50 percent
greater than normal.

i Officials blamed the suspension
of construction and other outdoor
work on the cold.

“Nothing wants to start, nothing
wants 1o go. It even pencetrates the
housc. You have to lcave the heat
cranked up all the time,”” said Mark
Carl Sr., of Morsc, Wis., where it was
46 bclow Friday--only 6 degrees
above the record low for the state.

At Como Zoo in St. Paul, Minn.,
the polar bears’ feet froze to the
snowy ground when they came out of
the pool, Icaving bloody paw prints.

Missouri climatologist Pat Guinan
said folks in Kansas City--where it
was 11 below Saturday morning--
have gotten soft because of the
cxceptionally mild winters in the last
few ycars.

“Comce on, this is what Kansas
City weather is like,”” Guinan said.

Police officers were not complain-
ing. In the Kansas City suburb of
Olathe, Lt. Joc Pruett said some
nights this weck, only one or two
calls came in. “That’s uncanny for
a community of 75,000,” he said.

Speeders may catch a break,
though.

“Your tickctand warning writing
pens start  freezing up,”  said
Oklahoma Highway Patrol Trooper
Troy Thompson.

 Police, )
Emergency
. Reports

The offense and arrest report at
Hereford Police Department Saturday
morning included the following:

Officers investigated five minor
traffic accidents, and 9 traffic tickets
were issued. No fire calls were
reported, and no curfew violations
were reported.

--A 41-year-old man was arrested
at US-60 and Myrtle for public
intoxication and possession of drug
paraphernalia.

--A 46-year-old woman was
arrested at Grand and Ave. A on a
warrant for speeding and a traffic
ticket for failure to control speed.

--Three thefts were reported; one
in the 900 block of E. Park Avenue;
one in the 700 block of Irving; and
another in the 200 block of Ave. F.

--A domestic disturbance was
reported in the 500 block of West
First.

--Disorderly conduct was reported
in the 200 block of Ave. F.

--An incident report was filed
concerning  a criminal trespass
warning.

--A runaway report was filed in the
800 block of Irving.

1 GOP promises action
after House takes break

WASHINGTON (AP)--Promising
action on the debt limit and other
major bills when they return,
Republicans sent the House homc for
three weeks so members can “‘rest,
renew ourselves’ and avoid ‘‘the
\hstoruons of the national media.”
'gIhe Senate, 100, is embarking on

Senate Majomy Leader Rob Dole,
R-Kan., who hopés ‘to become the
party’s nominee.

Democrats, sensing a chance 1o
paint Republicans as deaf to the
nation’s problems, say now is not the
time for Congress to take a break.
They note that a micasure to prevent
atumultuous federal defaultin March
remains undone. "’

They also say there is no balanced-
-budget deal with President Clinton,
no tax cut and no overhaul of
Medicare, Medicaid, welfare,
immigration or farm programs.

“Congress needs to stay here and
work,"” Senate Minority Leader Tom
Daschle, D-S.D., said Friday. He
added, ““I have no idea why the
House is taking a break. To my
knowledge, no one¢’s running for
president over there.”

Much of the¢ GOP legislative
agenda seems to have become mired
in partisan stalemate, despite
Congress’ ambitious start a year ago.
Nonetheless, Republicans arguc that
they have fundamentally changed the
debate in Washington from whether
to balance the budget, cut taxes and
revamp major bencfit programs into
how to do those things.

Republicans say that when
Congress returnsto full speed on Feb.

26, they will send Clinton legislation
extending the federal debt ceiling and
avoiding a default. They say they also
will finish a bill revamping farm
programs, plus work on immigration,
anti-crime, spending and other
measures.

But now, they say, is time for a
break.

“After the budget struggles of
November, December and January,
we need to rest, renew ourselves,
spend some time with our families,
gain new perspectives and develop
new idcas and new approaches,”
House GOP leaders said in a packet
handed to lawmakers Thursday as
they left town.

The documents show - that
Republicans believe they can help
promote themselves by returning to
their home districts.

““We need to educate our news
media and our constituents on what
we have been doing, what we believe
in, and what we intend o do,” the
papers say. * They need to hear from
us without the distortions of the
national media.”

The papers say that when Congress

retums, Republicans will try toreach

a budget-balancing deal with
modcrate and conservative Democrats
and to place “‘some or all of this
agrccment” into the debt-limit
Icgislation in late February.

GOP leaders have been trying to
get support from  Democrats for
weeks, in  long-shot hopes of
pressuring Clinton to accepta budget
compromise on Republican terms,

““House Republicans will work
cvcery day through each available step
to move toward reform, a balanced
budget and middle-class tax relief and
incentives to create jobs and avoid a
recession,” the leaders wrote.

Mother, daughter plunge

PHOENIX (AP)--What began with
a mother saying she wanted to show
her daughter the view from the top of
an office tower ended with a 20-story
death plunge that left horrificd
witnesses asking: Why?

“You’d have to say tqyour child,
‘Let’s go to the roof 3Jump off.’
How do you say that to your child?”
asked Deanna Elliott, who saw

Friday's plonge as she retrmed from
church. ‘
Sgt. Mike Torres, a police

spokesman, said the mother, who
appeared to be in her carly 30s,
apparently *““‘scammed her way in and
said she wanted to show her daughter
the city.”

Witnesses told authoritics the
woman and the blond-haired girl, who
appeared to be 4 to 6 years old, took
an clevator to the top of One Arizona
Center and walked through the offices
of a law firm to reach the roof.

““The woman came in and the little
girl was holding a Barbie doll,”” said
one worker who requested anonymi-
ty. “She said, ‘We thought we would
take a look at the city.’”

Rick Sellman, who works for a

DWI plea here

gets prison term

A five-year term in the penitentiary
was assessed a defendant who entered
apleatodriving while intoxicated in
222nd District Court. Probated
sentences were given two persons on
guilty pleas to forgery charges.

Judge David Wesley Gulley also
ordered Joel Sanchez Moreno, 34, to
make restitution of $10,193.21 inthe
felony DWI case.

On a plea of guilty to forgery by
making, Yolanda Rios, 19, was given
a sentence of two years in state jail,
probated five years, and fined $500.

Mario Rios Jr., 21, also was
sentenced to a state jail term of two
years, probated five years. He was
ordered to pay a $500 fine.

Hearing motions to revoke two
probated sentences of Luke Parman,
Judge Gulley ordered him to enter and
complete a program at the Taylor
County Restitution Center in Abilene.
On his return to Deaf Smith County,
he will be placed on intensive
supervision. Parman previously was
convicted of criminal mischief and
bail jumping and failure to appear.

(Lottery)

AUSTIN (AP)--The winning Cash
Five numbers drawn Friday by the
Texas Lottery:

1-9-12-18-29
(one, nine,
twenty-nine)

AUSTIN (AP)--The winning Pick
3 numbers drawn Friday by the Texas
Lottery, in order:

7-50
(seven, five, zero)

twelve, eighteen,

‘to death from office tower

finance company on the building’s
third floor, said he “‘saw a couple of -
shadows flying by my window. Then,
I saw two bodies on the ground.”

Police said the bodies couldn’t be
positively identified until autopsics
were completed today.

Local woman cut
from TV show .

Several minutes of the Oprah
Winfrey Show featuring a Hereford
woman apparently wound up on the
cutting room floor.

Darlene Turmer, who went to
Chicago for the Wednesday taping,
said Friday that she was notified that
because of time restraints, the part in
which she and a brother appeared was
deleted.

"I am very disappointed,”. said
Turner Friday afternoon.”

Tumer and her brother were
introduced toward the end of the
taping, she said. They expected to see
the show next Friday.

"They told me they just ran out of
time. . . said they were very sorry,”
reported Turner.

"It’s a manr letdown."”

Major quake
rocks China

BEIJING (AP)--An earthquake
with a preliminary magnitude of at
least 6.4 struck southwestern China’s
Yunnan province Saturday. There
were no immediate reports of damage
or casualties.

The quake hit at 7:14 p.m. (6:14
a.m. EST) near Lijiang, acounty seat
and scenic area in Yunnan, about
1,300 miles southwest of Beijing, the
Central Seismology Bureau reported.

- The bureau said the quake had a
preliminary magnitude of 7.0., higher
than the 6.4 reported by the U.S.
Geological Service. -

The area is not heavily populated,
said Ma Tianming of the earthquake
center. Lijianj is near the northwest
corner of Yunnan.

Reports from the region were
sketchy, and it was not immediately
known whether there were any dcaths
or injuries. Local officials reached by

telephone late tonight said they did
not have any information about the
quake’s impact.
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By JEFF WILSON
Associated Press Writer
LOS ANGELES (AP) - Gene
Kclly, dancer and choreographer who
brought his athletic grace and Irish
charm to “Singin’ in the Rain,” *“On
the Town” and other great movie
musicals of the 1940s and '50s, died
Friday, his publicist said. He was 83.
“Gene died peacefully in his sleep
this moming, his wife, Patricia, at his

bedside,” said Warren Cowan, his

longtime publicist. He had suffered
strokes in 1994 and 1995, and Cowan
said he never really recovered from
them. He died at his Beverly Hills
home.

Kelly reigned at MGM in the
postwar era, when the studio was the
Tiffany of movie musicals. He also
had serious acting roles and directed
““Hello, Dolly!™ and other films.

His most memorable dance was the
title number of “Singin’ in the
Rain,” in which he splashed joyously
through puddles on a near-deserted
street, his love for Debbie Reynolds
rendering him oblivious to the wet.

Kelly was co-director as well as
choreographer and actor in the 1952
film, a lighthearted look at the early
days of talking pictures. In 1989,
“Singin’ inthe Rain" was one of the
first 25 films selected by the Library
of Congress for its National Film
Registry of significant movies. ,

Kelly's acrobatic dance -style
contrasted with the more elegant style
of Fred Astaire,"who began his film
career a decade earlier.

“People would compare us, but we
didn’t dance alike at all!”" he said in
a.1994 Los Angeles Times interview.
“Fred danced in tails - everybody
wore them before I came out here -
but I took off my coat, rolled up my
sleeves and danced in sweatshirts and

Highlights of

By The Associated Press

_ Career highlights of Gene Kelly.
Fllms (as actor, sometimes also director,
choreographer):

For Me and My Gal, 1942

Pilot No. §, 1943

Du Barry Was a Lady, 1943

Thousands Cheer, 1943

The Cross of Lorraine, 1943

Cover Girl, 1944

Christmas Holiday, 1944

Anchors Aweigh, 1945

Zicgfeld Follies, 1946

Living in a Big Way, 1947 -

The Pirate, 1948

The Three Musketeers, 1948

Words and Music, 1948

Take Me Out to the Ball Game, 1949

On the Town, 1949

Black Hand, 1950 %

Summer Stock, 1950

An American in Paris, 1951

It’s a Big Country, 1952

Singin’ in the Rain, 1952

The Devil Makes Three, 1952

Brigadoon, 1954

Seagulls Over Sorrento, or Cren of the
Wave, 1954

Deep in My Hean, 1954

It’s Always Fair Weather, 1955

Invitation to the Dance, 1956

The Happy Road, 1957
~ Les Girls, 1957

Marjorie Momingstar, 1958

Let’s Make Love, 1960

Inherit the Wind, 1960

What a Way To Go, 1964

The Young Girls of Rochefort, 1967

40 Carats, 1973

That's Entertainment, 1974

That's Entertainment Pant 11, 1976

Viva Knievel! 1977

Xanadu, 1980

That's Entertainment II1, 1994

Fllms (director or producer-director
only):
Tunnel of Love, 1958
Gigot, 1962
A Guide for the Married Man, 1967

jeans and khakis.”

The pair danced together only
twice: as two casual friends spouting
cliches in “Ziegfeld Follies™ (1946);
and at the end of their dancing careers
in a light-footed duet for “That’s
Entertainment Part I1."”

Kelly had more unusual dance
partners in the 1945 film “Anchors
Aweigh,” sharing the screen with
cartoon characters such as Tom and
Jerry. The film, which also co-starred
Frank Sinatra and Kathryn Grayson,
won him a 1945 Oscar nomination as
best actor.

Kelly choreographed many of his
films and began taking more control
by co-directing “On the Town" with
Stanley Donen in 1949. He said it was
his favorite film “‘because it was my
first directing job and I loved it for
the ground it broke.” The story of
sailors on leave in New York broke
the mold by being shot on location.

Kelly and Donen combined again
on “Singin’ in the Rain™ and “It’s
Always Fair Weather.”

Kelly’s most bravura performance
came with ““An American in Paris."
He created the dances, climaxed by
the 17-minute ballet with Leslie
Caron to George Gershwin's music.
The number cost $500,000.

The film won the Academy Award
as best picture of 1951, and Kelly was
given a special award “‘in apprecia-
tion of his versatility as actor, singer,
director and dancer, and especially
for his brilliant achicvements in the
art of choreography on film.”

Kelly always sought to elevate the
art of dance in films. His first work
as solo director was “Invitation to the
Dance’’ (1956), which contained no
dialogue.

“I've always hcld that you
shouldn’t underestimate the

Kelly career

Hello Dolly! 1969

The Cheyenne Social Club, 1970
Theater:

Leave It to Me, 1938

One for the Money, 1939

The Time of Your Life 1939

Pal Joey, 1940

Best Foot Forward, 1941
Television:

Going My Way, 1962-63

The Funny Side} 1971

Jack and the Beanstalk, 1967 (Special)
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intelligence of the movie audience,”
he once said. “That’s where
Hollywood has made a mistake. |
remember how everybody thought we
were nuts to put that big ballet
number in ‘An American in Paris."”

““We had a great greup of people
who were all vdry serious about
making musicals an indigenous
American art form,"” he said in 1994,
““And we succeeded - of coyrse, not
without some yelling at' studio
heads.”

Kelly began concentrating on
dramatic roles and directing in the
late '50s, particularly after a knee
injury sidelined him from dancing for
a couple of years.

““For a guy who had beendancing
all his life, that was tough to take,”
he said years later. ““But I began to
realize there was something else I could
do to make a living."”

His nonmusical films included
““Marjoric Momingstar,”” “Inherit
the Wind™’ and *“40 Carats.” His films
as director were limited: *Tunnel of
Love,” *“Gigot,” *“A Guide to the
Married Man,” ““Hello Dolly’" and
*“The Cheyenne Social Club” (with
Henry Fonda and James Stewart).

Kelly’s last movie as a performer
was the 1980 failure “‘Xanadu.”
Co-starring with Olivia Newton-John,
he performed on roller skates,
something he had done with his brother
Fred 35 ycars before. More recently,
he reminisced in the 1994 compilation
film *“That’s Entertainment I11.""

Kelly wasa successful Broadway
hoofer before he began his screen
carcer. He made his Broadway debut
as a dancer in the 1938 Cole Porter
musical “‘Lcave Itto Me,” which was
notable for the hit of Mary Martin
singing ‘‘My Heant Belongs to Daddy.”

More Broadway shows followed:
arcvuc “One for the Moncey,” William
Saroyan’s play ““The Time of Your
Life” and Rodgers and Hart's **Pal
Joey.” Kclly's performance as the
gold-plated heel Joey brought him a
movic contract.

He made his film debut in 1942 with
“For Mc and My Gal,” co-starring
Judy Garland. With his high, rcedy
voice and his athletic agility, Kelly
cstahlishcd himsclf as a musical star
in “Dubarry Was a Lady,” “Thousands
Cheer” and *“Cover Girl”’ (with Rita
Hayworth at Columbia).

Even in thosc carly ycars, Kelly
took somc non-dancing roles in films

Pain

nol!
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such as “Pilot No. 5, “The Cross
of Lorraine™ and “Christmas Holiday"
opposite Deanna Durbin.

After a stint in the Navy's
Photographic Section during World
War II, he returned to films with the
tepid “Living in a Big Way.” He
resumed his stride with “The Pirate™
(with Garland), “Take Me Out to the
Ballgame™ (with Esther Williams and
Sinatra), “On the Town” and
““Summer Stock.”

Kelly appeared frequently on
television and starred in one short-lived
1962 series, “Going My Way,"” based
on the Bing Crosby movie.

Eugene Curran Kelly was born in
Pittsburgh on Aug. 23, 1912. His
mother, an actress, made him take
dancing lessons as a youngster, but
he was more interested in athlctics
and didn’t take up dance seriously
until high school.

“I was a little short then, and
looking back I can see that it was pure
self-aggrandizement,” he once told
an interviewer. *‘I wanted everyone
to say, ‘Gee, he's clever.” And they
did, too.”

While studying at the University
of Pittsburgh, Kelly took part in
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Dancer, choreographer Gene Kelly dies at 83

danced with his brother in second-rate
theaters and nightclubs and helped
out at his mother’s dancing school.
“I found that I had a talent for
teaching, thatI liked itand that I was
good with children,” he recalled.
*“This eventually led to choreogra-
phy: to be a good choreographer, you
must be a good teacher.”
Appearing in a revue in Pittsburgh,
he was spotted by a dance director
who brought him to Broadway.
., In later years, Kelly was laden
with honors, including a Lifetime

TNM&O/Greyhound buses are smooth-riding, air-
conditioned forty-foot powerhouses that can get you
wherever you want to go safely, comfortably and on time.
Everyday low fares make traveling by TNM&O/Greyhound
one of the most economical and new ways to travel!

campus musicals and entered talent
contests in a dancing act with his
brother Fred. After graduating in
1933 and a short try at law school, he

Use Package Express for All Your Shipping Needs! .

Achievement Award from the
American Film Institute in 1985 and
the Screen Actors Guild achievement
award in 1988.

Socially a convivial man, Kelly
was a taskmaster on a movie set,
alternating charm with flashes of
temper. He kept his personal life
private and often seemed uncomfort-
able with interviewers’ questions. On
his 80th birthday in 1992, he
remained at a private vacation spot,
releasing one comment: “It’s only
another round number.”’

TNM&O Coaches, Inc.

923 E. Ist
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Speedy Nieman

Open Meetings Act reviewed

In the current controversy
regarding the Hereford School Board
"unofficially” asking for Supt.
Charles Greenawalt's resignation,
some statements have been made
about executive sessions that
probably need some clarification.

Several board members, in
response Lo questions, have said they
could not discuss a specific matter
"because it took place in closed
session.”

An Auorney General's opin-
ion(1989) states that "board members
or other persons in attendance at an
executive session are not prohibited
from making public statements about
the subject matter of that session."
The act does prohibit board members
from releasing a certified agenda or
tape recording of a closed meeting.

The rule apparently does not
prohibit board members from
agreeing not tQ discuss an issue.
Then, it is up to each trustee to decide
if he/she wants to abide by that agree-
ment.

With the dlscussmns taking place
over this matter, perhaps it is an
appropriate time to review the Open
Meetings Act as it a “g‘phes to all
governmental bodies. The following
information is quoted, in part, from
the Government Code, Chapter 551
of the Open Meetings Act:

Open meetings

The Open Mectings Act requires
that every regular, special, or called
meeting of a governmental body shall
be open to the public, except as
provided by a subchapter of the act.

The body shall prepare and keep
minutes or make a tape recording of
each open meeting, including the
subject of each deliberation, and each
vote, order, decision or other action
taken.

The minutes and tape recordings
of an open meeting are public records
and shall be available for public
inspection and copying on request to
the governmental body's chicf
administrative officer.

A person in attendance may record
all or any part of an open meeting by
means of a tape recorder, video
camera, or other means of aural or
visual reproduction. The governmen-
tal body may adopt reasonable rules
to maintain order at a meeting.

Closed meetings

If aclose meeting is allowed under
this act, a govemmental body may not
conduct a closed meeting unless a
quorum of the body first convenes in
an open meeting; the presiding officer
publicly announces that a closed
meeting will be held; and identifies
the section of the act under which the
closed meeting is held.

A final action, decision or vote on

Cockleburrs

and

a matter deliberated in a closed
meeting may only be made in an open
meeting that is held in compliance
with the provisions of this act.

The exemptions for holding a
closed meeting include: (1)Consul-
tation with attornecy when a board
secks advice about pending or
contemplated litigation, or a
settlement offer, or a matter in which
the duty of the attorney to the
governmental body clearly conflicts
with the rules of professional conduct
of the State Bar of Texas;

(2)To deliberate the purchase,
exchange, lease, or value of real
property if deliberation in an open
meeting would have a detrimental

\effect on the position of the govern-

mental body in negotiations with a
third person;

(3)To dclibcratc a negotiated
contract for a prospective gift or
donation to the governmental body
if deliberation in an open mecting
would have a detrimental effect on
the negotiations with a third person;

(4)To dceliberate the appointment,
evaluation, reassignment, dutics,
discipline or dismissal of a public
officer or employee; or to hear a
complaint or charge against an officer
or employee--unless the person who
is the subject of the deliberation
requests a public hearing;

(5)To confer with one or more
employees of a governmental body
if the only purposc is to receive
information from the employecs, or
question the employces. During a
conference, members of the board
may not deliberatc public business;

(6)To deliberate the deployment,
or specific occasions for implementa-
tion, of security personncl or devices;

(7)To deliberate in a case
involving discipline of a public
school child; or in which a charge or
complaint is brought against an
employee of the school district by
another employee and the complaint
or charge directly results in a necd for
a hearing. Exception: Anopen hearing
can be requested by a parent or guardian
of the child or by the employce against
whom the charge is brought.

The Open Meetings Act requires
a governmental body o keep a centified
agenda or make a tape recording of
the proceedings of cach closed meeting,
except for a private consultation with
attorncy permitted under certain
circumstances.

The presiding officer shall certify
that an agenda kept under this
subsection is a true and correct record
of the proceedings. It must include
a statement of the subject matter of
each deliberation, and an announcement
by the presiding officer at the beginning
and the end of the meeting indicating

——————
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Dewl S CIaws By Georgia Tyler

In case you haven’t noticed, 'tis
the season for Girl Scout cookies.

The other night, my granddaughter
called from San Antonio to take my
order. Now, before Hereford folks get
upset, let me say, I don’t know any
Girl Scouts here so I don’t feel guilty.

Anyhow, what are grandmothers
for?

The call brought back memories
of my own girls selling the tasty
treats. In those days, though, there
was no order-taking, at least in the
community where we lived.

Qirls went door-to-door with a
varigty of flavors. They toted the liule
boxes in a larger box with a handle
on it, The ies cost 50 cents per
box and they always hoped to sell in
twos so they wouldn’t have to make
change,

There was a glarting time, on a
designated day, for the cookie sale to
begin. The number of boxes a scout
could sell on her block was directly
related 1o the number of her peers
living on the blogk.

Then, after ringing doorbells for
several hours, the scouts pleaded with
their parents (o take them to another
part of town. Of course, the quickest
way would have been to sit down at

~ the telephone and call potential
customers, but that wasn 't considered
quite kosher. And besides, most of

their famity s friends also had Girl
Scouts mg cookies.
There wag a move afoot, at one
time, for bu to receive a sticker
for the proclaiming that
participation had already been taken

care of. Something like "We've
bought cookies, don’t ring
O, "Try fhe,

doprbell.”
We'nbcqﬁ ' ad
However.nwuowmsumﬂm
were some scout supporters who
would shell out 50 cents to nearly
every girl who appeared at their door.
A sweet smile and a pleading voice
can accomplish wondars.

cookiceves ket pace wAAEREN

and the flavors have changed that time.

somewhat. Peanut butter, chocolate
mint and shortbread scem to have
survived the years and changes. Other
have come and gone.

Scoutsdon’thit the sidewalks and
ring doorbells any longer. That may
be a sign of the times,,

Nowadays, Girl Scout cookie sales
have gone the way of so many
consumer goods -- telemarketing.

Scouts get on the phone to
everyone they know, trying to beat
their friends to the people they think
will take several boxes. Then, they
tap all the relatives, near and far.
Some make a swing through offices
or businesses where their parents are
working.

Whatever it takes, Girl Scouts find
a way. Their product, of course,
makes the sale fairly easy.

There are incentives for individu-
als and troops, of course, or there
wouldn’t be as much participation as
the scouts muster. In another city in
the Panhandle, a percentage of cookie
sale proceeds over the years helped
pay for a much-needed Scout Center.
Individual scouts often earn points
toward scholarships tocamp or other
rewards.

It’s never been a mystery 10 me
why the cookies are easy to scll. First,
they taste good and, second, those
little girls are the best sales staff in
she.warld. They don’tiake no for an
answer.

My granddaughter accompanied
her father to his office in downtown
San Antonio. With her blond hair,
blue eyes and smile of an angel, who
could refuse her sales pitch? Not very

she had
ht'6§boxet of Girl Scout
cookies.

But, my heart goes out 10 her
mother who will have to sort out all
those orders and keep track of the
nmyforheuecon':;nda
hq;pennna w weeks when

g arvive. | don’t think I'Ul
a visit 10 San Antonio around

LR

the date and time.

The law further states that the’
certified agenda or tape recording of
a closed meeting must be preserved
for at least two years after the date of
the mccung The certified agenda is
sealed and is not available to the public
except under a district court order.

If litigation is filed in a district court
involving an alleged violation of the
law, the court is entitled to make an
inspection of the agenda or tape and
determine whether or not any part of
a meeting was required 10 be open
the law, and whether or not to grder
that it should be made available tg the
public.

Violations, enforcement”

An action taken by a governmental
body in violation of this act is voidable.

An interested person, including a
member of the news media, may bring *
an action by mandamus or injunction
to stop, prevent or reverse a violation
or threatened violation of this act by
members of a governmental body.

The court may assess costs of
litigation and reasonable attomey fees
.incurred by a plaintiff or defendant
" who substantially prevails in such
action.

The act also provndcs fines of not
tess than $100 or more than $500, or
sentence in county jail for not less than
onc month or more than six months,
or both, for governmental body
members who conspire to circumvent
the act.
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Random thoughts about the snow

Have you ever noticed that snow
brings out the best -- and worst -- in
drivers?

For example, as I was driving to
work on Friday, I came upon a place
‘where the tire tracks suddenly veered

to the side of the street, then up the -

curb and into a front yard, narrowly
missing a tree.

Half a block down, there was a
perfectly round "doughnut” skid in
the middle of the intersection.

Half a block farther, I found "S-
curve"” skids.

Early in my career, I was called
out to take ‘pictures at a traffic
accident where a woman driving a
four-wheel-drive truck skidded
through a stop sign and miraculously
avoided death when her truck
slammed into the wheels of a semi
going by on the highway.

Every one of the above situations
were caused by drivers traveling too
fast for the conditions.

On the other hand, I was taking my
daughter to school on Friday, trying
to turn left across busy pre-school
traffic.

One driver stopped and waved me

Out of

through, saving much aggravation
and tension.

I appreciated the kindness and
hoped my cheerful-looking wave in
return was seen as an appropriate
"thank-you" to that man.

LR

You know, I wonder why itis that
cold, snowy days now scem so much
colder and more dangerous now that
I am grown than when I was achild.

When I was a kid growing up in
Albuquerque, a snow day from school
was the signal to run and play outside
with my friends.

Now, an inch of white stuff on the
street gets me wishing fervently for
a snow day and a chance to stay

the Blue

By Gany Wesner |

-’ increased, the lifespan of snow

indoors, huddled under my electric
blanket! ‘
LN

Have you looked at snowflakes
lately?

I don’t mean the mounds of stuff
clogging your garage doos. or the
blobs of snow that fall onto your seat
when you open the car door. ;

I mean an individual snowflake.

Driving to work in a frigid car
gave me several opportunities to look
at snowflakes (while stopped at
traffic lights, of course, not while
negotiating slick streets).

It’s amazing to see how delicate
an individual snowflake is, how fine

| the lines are and how frail it seems.

Anindividual snowflake is so tiny
that it's incomprchensible to me to
think how many it would take to
create a snowstorm like the one we

. had this week.

I just marveled with every
snowflake I saw how magical they
are.

As the temperature in my car

es

on the windshield decreased and I
saw these delicate works of ar
transform into simple drops of water
in a matter of seconds.

It was really amazing.

LR B

Thinking about playing in the
snow reminded me of a couple of
childhood memories.

Do you remember making snow
angels? You know, you'd tromp out
into the snow, lie down in the snow
and wave your armsand legs to create
the "angel” effect.

In fact, if I didn’t have to heft a
200-plus pound body around with
creaky knees, I'd run right out and
make some snow angels now.

Letters to the Editor

Dear Speedy:

In your Sunday column last week,
you made the following comment
about the recent controversy over Mr.
Greenawalt’s contract: "The
controversy caught us by surprise,
since there had been no discussion
about the issue in open meetings."

This comment might lead some
people in the general public to think
that the school board was somehow
trying to hide or withhold information
from the community; however, this
is not the case.

As an elected board member, we
are governed by the rules of the Texas
Open Meetings Act. These rules
permit the board to meet in closed
session when we are discussing an
employee’s evaluation, salary,
contract, etc.

The purpose for this is twofold:
The first is to protect the privacy
rights of the employee, and the
second is to protect the school district
from possible Ii(l,i'ption resulting
from discussion of confidential or
perhaps adverse information about an
employee.

Under this act, the employee has
the right to request an open hearing
if he so chooses. In that case, it
would be possible to present more
facts to the public.

As the board endeavors to meet the
requirements of the Open Meetings
Act, it may sometimes appear to be
acting suddenly or without complete
disclosure. But I know that this is not
the intent of the board, and I would
like 0o ask the public to be as
understanding as possible in this

regard.
Sincerely,
Randy Tooley,
HISD board member
Dear Editor:

We feel the need 1o make l
statement regarding the
the full-page ad in
onJan. 21,1
not orlhebe.eﬁtohchoolbo-d
members, as they all know very well
why the ad was necessasy, but

citizenry.

The ad was placed because some
school board members and their
families were unofficially giving
among their "reasons” for dismissal
of Charles Greenawalt that school
personnel did not support him as
superintendent. The rumor was
blatantly untrue. The ads supporting
Mr. Greenawalt were placed merely
to eliminate the lie.

The only people given the
opportunity to sign those ads were
HISD staff members. Had the
collectors of signatures extended the
opportunity of signing to the
community, more than one page
would have been needed to tontain
them. It was not the intention of
anyone signing the original ad to
insinuate that the community should
not support any elected official. The
only intent was to dispel rumors.

By approving the 1995 audit

report, the board dispelled the rumor
that suggested that Mr. Greenawalt
was guilty of mis-handling or
misappropriation of funds. The
district employees’ ads took care of
the rumor that "no one in the district
wants Greenawalt here.” Statements
questioning his morality or integrity
are just too ludicrous toeven answer.

Those of us who work for HISD
are just as confused as everyone else
by the contradiction and mystery
engendered by the behavior of the
school board. ..It is. not only
distasteful, it insults the community’s
collective intclligence.

We urge board members to voice
their honest objections and concerns.
If they have reasons to dismiss Mr.
Greenawalt based on "things the
public just doesn’t know", as some
arc fond of saying, then let those

objections be known. This communi-

Congressman Combest comments

Americans tired of

BY REP. LARRY COMBEST
19th Congressional Dist.

Texan Sam Houston one time
became so angry at a member of
Congress that he beat him with a cane
on a Washington, D.C. streetin 1832.
Problem was, Houston himself was
also a congressman at the time.

So commonplace was disorder in
the House that the brash, former

of the Republic of Texas,

off without a formal leprimand

his colleagues. (Houston was

lucky; the other con he

attacked tried to shoot back, but the
pinol misfired.)

To the public, the modern-day
budget battle may not seem so
of different than fistfights, gunshots and
duels in the unruly conduct of
Congress of some 150 years ago. The
main difference nowadays is that the

are verbal.

ﬁ.hu
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for, but | am troubled

Ihe when it amounts to

ey eves, m&mw

bitter partisan bickering. Members
of Congress set a bad example when
they choose words to describe the
Speaker of the House as a "cry-baby"
or call the President of the United
States a "liar.”

I believe the folks back home want
to hear the case for reforming welfare
and saving Medicare, not personal
attacks on legislators. Americans do
not want tired rhetoric about "tax
breaks for the rich”--families would
rather hear useful information about
the choices in budget approaches.

Instead of hearing the shrill
accusations about government default d
over a vote to raise the debt limit,
folks want Washington to focus on
stopping the yearly budget deficits
that are driving this nation to default.

To results and some civility
back into the process of legislating,
1am working with a bi-partisan group
of 40 conservative Republlcam and
22 moderate Democrats. -

Representing our constituents in
finding a conservative common

ty deserves and should demand more
than innuendo, rumor and specula-
tion. '
Carolyn Fry, Betty Deckard,
Pam Fogo, Cheryl Davison, Lovan
San Miguel

Dear Editor:

We want to thank Greg Urbanczyk
and all the Hereford Young Farmers
who did such a nice job on the
Livestock Show. We also thank all
the wives who worked so hard 1o help
with the show.

Our special thanks, also, to all”
those who contributed to Girlstown.
We received 12 lambs and 8 hogs.
A special thanks also 10 auctioneers
Kenneth Gregg and Jack Howell. They
always do such a good job.

Marn Tyler, Chairman,
Beef for Girlstown,
Hereford Cattlewomen

rhetoric

ground for making progress in
Congress, our groups have bridged
gapsto legislative actions
that are in the interests of the
nation.

In manners, there is always room

both ears would go a long way toward
getting things done well in Washing-
ton. You and your neighbor may not
always sce eye-to-cye; and as the
l-wreptmonhepeophd

country, the nation’s elected

reguulnlmakohvel&

But those differences must be

good of the country.
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By JEAN PAGEL
Associated Press Writer
AMARILLO, Texas (AP) - Even
by Texas oil-man standards, Stanley
Marsh 3 is a larger-than-life
eccentric.
Self-proclaimed ‘‘United States

_ Professional Fun Champion.” A

millionaire known to patch his suit
with duct tape. And the mind behind
the Cadillac Ranch, the Pop Art plot
where 10 cars are partially buried,
hoods down, like an automotive
Stonehenge.

But the strangest thing about him
yet may be allegations that Marsh
traps teen-agers into working on his
ranch by catching the boys stealing
the offbeat signs he puts up around
Amarillo. The signs feature subjects
like dinosaurs, Mona Lisa, Marilyn
Monroe and, in at least one case, the
words: “STEAL THIS SIGN.”

The 58-year-old heir toan oil and
gas fortune is charged with kidnap-
ping and aggravated assault, accused
of threatening 18-year-old Ben

Whittenburg with a hammer and
confining him in a chicken coop in
1994, -

He is also being sucd by
Whittenburg's prominent family,
accused of assault and invasion of
privacy by taking pictures of the
caged teen-ager and taunting him for
months afterward.

““Until they started tangling, the
weirdness hasalways been fun,” says
Marsh’s lawyer, Charles Rittenberry.
*“The bottom line is, they both need
to quit attacking or picking or
whatever you want to call it.”

There’s nothing funny about it,
accqording to the lawsuit

Whittenburg’s father, lawyer George |

Whittenburg, filed in August. It sccks
an unspecified amount in damages.

The suit claims that Marsh ropes
teen-agers into working for him by
catching the boys with stolen road
signs. Whittenburg also claims that
Marsh pressures the young men into
swimming nude at his Toad Hall
ranch, and the lawycr has told

Doomsayers aside,

By JOHN CUNNIFF

AP Business Analyst
NEW YORK (AP) - Doomsayers
get plenty of coverage by the media,
in part because of their alarming,
thesis that there is no future in the
future, only a stunning scenario of

.. serial disasters.

. “Why should they be believed?”’
asks Julian Simon. Thcy have been
wrong for 25 years,” a time period
he later corrects to thousands of years
during which they have proclaimed
the coming of world famines and
other calamities.

While doomsayers sce terrible
events ahead, trends pertaining to
material human welfarc improve
rather regress. Life expectancy riscs,
childhood mortality falls, raw
materials become more plentiful
rather than scarcer.

Just about every material trend is
in that direction, says Prof. Simon -
production has increased and prices
have fallen, the poor get richer cven
as the rich get richer, iiteracy has
increased, pollution has declined.

Wrong as they are, year after ycar,
says Simon, who teaches at the
University of Maryland, the
doomsayers catch the attention of the
public while serious academic papers
that foresee an improving future arc
ignored.

‘“‘Let them put their money where
their mouth is,” says Simon, who
challenges them to form a tcam, put
up $10,000, as he has, and maich
forecasts on any of several trends,
such as life expectancy or air and
water quality.

The betting pool could evgntually
grow to $100,000, depending on the
number of categories, with all net
winnings to go to nonprofit research
chosen by the winner. Team Simon
vs. Team Doomsayers.

“I'll bet my money and my
reputation on my forecast that just
about any trend pertaining Lo material
human welfare will improve rather
than get worse,” says Simon.

He has had no takers. “They don’t
want to deal the cards,’’ says Simon,
who is an experienced bettor, having
won $1,000 from Prof. Paul Erlich
and two associates in 1990 on the
prices of certain raw materials.
Erlich’s group said prices would rise
betwecn 1980 and 1990; Simon said
they would fall.

Later, he challenged Erlich, Lester
Brown and other doomsayers to put
their cash and names on the line, but
received only one response, a $5,000
bet with Roy C. Ward of Prospect,
Ohio, on the world’s per-capita cereal
output.

The $10,000 chalicnge was made
this month simultaneously with
publication of “The State of
Humanity,” acollection of 58 essays
by 64 distinguishcd authors, mainly
academics, who believe things are
getting better.

Asked if a bet of that size wasn’t
risky for an academic, Simon replied
with the “‘can’t lose’ assurance of
agambler who knows the odds are in
his favor. He suggested that the
chances of losing were infinitesimally
small.

. Simon, a prolific author of
population economics book and many

books on other subjects, is editor of

the ““The State of Humanity.’

The contents are likely to be
reassuring. Among Simon’s most
important long-run predictions,
“cmlhpntonﬂmebem,no;lohl
war or political upheaval,”

-People will live Ionger Ilves.

fewer will die young.

_+ -Families all over the world will
have higher incomes and better
M of living.

¢-=The costs of natural resources will
be lower. |

f4 ,mmwum
- the air and water will be cleaner -
because as nations continue to get

richer, they will increasingly demand

trends show growth

morce clcanliness as one of the good
things wealth can buy.

Inherent in all he says and writes
is another prediction: No matter how
wrong they might be, doomsayers
will continue to doomsay.

authorities about onc 15-year-old who
says Marsh molested him.

“I think power corrupts and
absolute power corrupts absolutcly,”
Whittenburg says. ‘““Having grown up
with the money he had, no one has
ever told him no.”

Friends of Marsh, who as chairman
of Marsh Media Inc. owns KVII-TV
in Amarillo, say the lawsuit stems
from a longstanding rivalry with the
Whittenburgs, who used to own the
Amarillo and Lubbock newspapers.

They say Whittenburg sued and
pushed for indictments because his
conservative family doesn’t like the
flamboyant Marsh - and vice versa:

““Messing with Ben Whittenburg
is more of his antics and prank-like
stuff,” Rittenberry says. ‘“No way
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would he aggravated-assault
anybody. It’s just not in his nature.”’

Marsh is free on $3,000 bail. He
faces up to 20 years in prison if
convictéd of aggravated assault, and
up to 10 years on the kidnapping
charge. No court dates have been sct
on the lawsuit or the criminal charges.

Marsh declined to comment for
this story. In his formal answer to the
lawsuit, he denicd *“‘cach and every,
all and singular, the allegations
made.”

No one disputes that Marsh and
two other men went onto Whittenburg
property on Oct. 22, 1994, while Ben
Whittenburg was sleeping in a van
aftera camp out. And noone disputes
that Marsh made Whittenburg get out
of the van, come to his ranch and

Jody Keese
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Eccentric Amarilloan faces lawsuit following allegations

chase all the chicker:s but one out of
the coop, then wired the door shut
while a friend took pictures of the
young man.

A ranch worker who 