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® Santa Claus keeps
his own list. But just in
case he doesn’t have
everything, youngsters
in Hereford have written
letters to remind ol’ Saint
Nick what they'd like to
find under the Christmas
trées on Dec. 25. All of
the kids’ letters, as well
as best wishes from
Hereford’'s merchants
are in the annual
Christmas Greetings
sections in today’s
Brand.
Sections C-F.

Today's weather
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The forecast for Sunday shows a
strong storm will bring soaking rain to
the Northeast and snow to the Ohio
Valley. Colder air will press into the
Southeast. A front will spark snow
showers across the nothem Plains and
Rocky Mountains. Clouds and
sunshine will share the sky across the
Pacific Northwest, while sunshine will
raise temperatures into the 70s in the
Southwest.

« Partly cloudy skies -

Tonight: Partly cloudy, lows around
20, north winds 10 to 20 mph becom-
ing southwest.

Sunday: Becoming mostly cloudy
and windy, highs 50 to 55, west winds
20 to 30 mph.

Sunday night: Cloudy and breezy, a
20 percent chance of snow, lows
around 25 to 30.

« Extended forecast

Monday: Cloudy and breezy with a
chance of snow, highs around 32.

T : Partly cloudy, lows 10 t
16,Mlgheto4z. o .
w : Partly cloudy, lows 14

to 20, highs 42 to 48,
and Friday: Cloudy with a
chance of snow, lows 12 to 20,
32 1o 40, |
» Hereford weather -
Friday's high, 61; low, 29; no precipi-

B Volunteers

take the Word

to inmates
By Dianna F. Dandridge

Hereford Brand Staff Writer

oors clang shut loudly. An
eerie silence hangs in the
hallways, punctuated only

by nearly non-discernible
babble of the individuals confined
behind brick and steel.

Plain white walls, unadorned
and impersonal, offer no welcome
nor thought of fox?veness.

Into this hostile environment,
dedicated believers enter fearlessly
with the sole intent of spreading
the hope and good news offered
by the love of Jesus Christ.

“We don't do this for any glory
or personal reason,” Thomas
Albracht said. “We do it because
as one of the saints said, ‘There
but for the grace of God, go 1.”

Inmates refer to the men and
women who bring the holy word
into the jail as lay ministers,
{;ilhouse reachers or Bible-

umping

ooders and_other
of how the inmates refer to them,
most volunteer their time to sim-
ply follow Jesus' instru
The ministry they bring
them is non-denominational, go-

ing beyond the doctrine which
separates Baptist from Catholic

Year ends on sour note

By Donald Cooper
Hereford Brand Managing Editor

The first year of the 21* century
is closing out on a sour economic
note for Hereford and Deaf Smith
County, at least according to one
measurement.

The city’s sales tax payment from
the Texas Comptroller's Office for
December was $81,081, down 27 per-
cent from the $111,090 it received
last year. The December allocation
also was down from the $91,222
rebate for November.

For the year, Hereford has re-
ceived a total of $1,042,095, down 2.6
percent from the $1,069,906 it re-
ceived for 1999.

Deaf Smith County received a re-
bate of $27,732, down 30.4 percent
from the $39,836 it received in De-
cember 1999. The December pay-
ment also was down from the $31,147
allocation for November.

For the year, the county received

$363,721, down 1.2 percent from the

with mates,” said Raul Guerrero, another ¢

" *When they say this, we have ta
convince them they have to learn to
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Sometimes minute by
minute, because the at-
tacks are always going to
come at our weak points,”
Dawn Mason, a relatively
recent volunteer to the pro-
gram, said.

One inmate told the vol-
unteer she felt safe and
secure while she was be-
hind bars, but the world
was just too hard on the
outside. Another said the
ministers’ teachings have
given her hope and
strength to face the conse-
quences, some of which in-
clude a long sentence in a
state prison.

Reasons and theories for
repeated stints in jail range
from generational curses,
to lack of education, to
just not caring. Regardless
of the volunteers’ personal
ideas about the inmates’
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Sister Nancy and Dawn Mason (right) are two volunteers who bring the gift of

music and inspiration to Deaf Smith County Jail inmates.

and Methodist from Presbyterian.

“Most of the girls 1 have seen tell
me they are looking for something.
My job is to tell them the good news
and let them make their own
choices,” said Lola Curtsinger, a vet-
eran volunteer for more n

years. “l go in once a week. Just
me and mioBible. I try to reach
eye 1 who winds up in jail.”. :

veteran volunteer. , t
some level with about 80 percent of
them, mainly because they want to

$368,038 total for 1999.

In the final sales tax rebates for
2000, the Texas Comptroller’s Office
distributed $191.5 million in local
sales tax revenue to Texas cities and
counties. December sales tax rebates
bring the total sales tax allocated to
local taxing entities in 2000 to $3.8
billion, a new one-year record for
local sales tax revenue and an in-
crease of 8 percent compared to $3.5
billion in allocations in 1999.

In 2000, Texas cities received $2.5
billion in sales tax rebates, an 8.5
percent increase compared to 1999.
Counties received $212.3 billion, a
6.1 percent increase over last year.
Sales tax rebates to six metropolitan
transit authorities and two city tran-
sit departments totaled $987.9 mil-
lion, up 6.6 percent compared ot
1999. Fifty-six special purpose dis-
tricts received $90.6 million in sales
tax revenue, an increase of 14 per-
cent compared to last year.

Though 2000 sales tax rebates are

listen. Sometimes we connect by
talking about their families. It gives
us an opening to let them hear the
Word.”

foid thitiselves from the word datly,”

up 8 percent overall, rebates to local
taxing entities for the month of De-
cember are down from December
1999, when local governments re-
ceived extraordinarily large sales tax
rebates. This year, local governments
received more of their share of sales
tax dollars earlier.

December’s city sales tax rebates
of $191.5 million are down 6.4 per-
cent from a year ago, and county
rebates of $15.7 million are down 14
percent compared to December 1999.
December sales tax rebates include
local sales taxes collected in October
and reported to the comptroller’s
office in November.

By law, the state collects sales
taxes for Texas cities and counties
that have local sales taxes. The
comptroller’s office then returns the
portion of the taxes on a monthly
basis.

The state charges a 6.25 percent
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incarceration, they all
agree the joy and hope of
salvation will see them
through and help them to
change their lives once '
they get out. ,

Even as the iron doors sfam
shut and the volunteers head for
freedom, they continue to minister
to the inmates by making’ contact
with family membersfor pastors.

Families seem to e key to
reaching the hardest heart.

“When 1 speak about. their fami-

AP Photo

Preparing team — President-elect
George W. Bush (left) is expected to
name retired Gen. Colin Powell to fill
the secretary of state position in his
administration. The announcement
will be made at Bush's ranch near
Crawford, Texas. See story, Page A2.

CSF prepares to meet local holiday needs

Volunteers administering the 2000
edition of the Christmas Stocking Fund
began the daunting task of sorting
through nearly 400 applications for
assistance from Hereford’s holiday
charity earlier this week.

The committee will be meeting
regularly until they work through the
massive stack of
requests for help

Even as they
are screening ap-
plications, the
anonymous vol-
unteers  who
make the tough
decisions have no
way of knowing if
this year’s contri-
butions to CSF
will meet the
needs.

-
Among those seeking help this
is a extended family 12
individuals. One of the adults in this
home has diabetes and high blood

B Holiday charity will begin daunting task of helping
in the struggle of families and individuals who are
suffering within our community

pressure, and has applied for disability
assistance. A second adult is battling
hepatitis C. Several of the youngsters
in the household work to help pay for
rent and utilities.

This family has asked for help from
the Christmas Stocking Fund with
clothing for several of the youngsters
inthe home, as well as food assistance.

L

The anonymous committee of
volunteers administering CSF give the
needs of the young and the elderly a
high priority in their decisions on
assistance. With the caring and
help of the local community,
CSF will address as many needs as

possible during the 2000 campaign.
You can help CSF to extend
maximum help to as many of the less
fortunate members of the community
as possible this holiday through your

generous gift.

CSF extends assistance in numer-
ous forms including help with food,
utilities, medical and pharmacy bills,
and clothing. All assistance, with the
exception of food, is via vouchers
payable to the merchants, utilities, or
medical facilities cooperating with
CSF. Food assistance is in the form of
staple goods that are boxed and
delivered.

This year’'s primary assistance
delivery date is Dec. 22.

Donations to CSF may be made in-
person at the Hereford Brand, 313 N.
Lee, or mailed to CSF in care of the
Brand at P.O. Box 673, Hereford 79045.
Those contributors who wish to remain
anonymous should so designate their

The Brand , official collection point

listing of contributors this holiday
season and keep a running tally of the
sum collected by CSF.

2000 Christmas Stocking Fund
CURRENT BALAMCE

BALANCE FORWARD 12/15/00 7.940.00
Anonymous 100.00
Frank & Betty Barrett 100.00
Fellowship Class of First
United Methodist Church 100.00
In memory of Terry Kirby
by Mr. & Mrs. Tommy Camahan 25.00
Allen & Estella Parsons 100.00
Mr. & Mrs. 8.L. Garrison 100.00
In memory of Nolen & Tom Legate
by Mr. and Mrs. Ronnie Lance 50.00
In memory of Lion Judge Glen Nelson
by the Hereford Lions Club 250.00
Anonymous 200.00
(Anonymous) in memory of Avis White

and Lowell Sharp 50.00
Frank & Dolores Brorman 100.00

In memory of parents; Frank & Ethel

Knabe, and Gus and Teresa Schiabs by

Charles and Geraidine Schiabs 200.00
Anonymous 20.00

Bob & Shirley Murray 25.00
In memory of Mary and Ray Frye by

Ronnie and Ann Relter 200.00

In memory of Speedy Nieman

by Jean Writs 25.00
TOTAL 9.985.00

for CSF, will periodically publish a

—
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Clinton hails final budget

as Congress adjourns
WASHINGTON — President
Clinton and congressional leaders are
hailing a compromise budget package
boosting spending on schools, health
and other programs that the clamor-
ous, lame-duck 106th Congress sent
him before finally adjourning for the
year. In its final major act of the
year Friday, Congress cleared more
than $450 billion in spending, the
last remaining piece of this year’s
$1.8 trillion federal budget. The House
voted 292-60 to approve the bill, so
thick it stood well over a foot tall,
while the Senate passed it by voice.

Federal action on power

prices is called weak
SACRAMENTO, Calif. — A federal
regulatory commission’s effort to sta-
bilize California’s electricity market
is too weak to be effective and could
come at the expense of other states,
Western officials say. The Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission acted
Friday after California power grid
managers scrambled almost daily this
month to find enough megawatts to

prevent rolling blackouts. The com-
mission set a “soft” price cap on
wholesale rates and let the state's
investor-owned utilities keep the

power they generate rather than sell
it on the open market.

Fears of more violence
jeopardize peace talks

JERUSALEM — Israeli and Pales-
tinian efforts to resume peace talks
faced a test Saturday: Palestinians
were holding a funeral for a youth
killed a day earlier, and some here
worried that it would spark further
fighting. An escalation in fighting
could put peace talks on the back
burper. and the funeral comes after
a day in which fighting was heavy.
Only hours after the first meeting of
senior efficials in a month ended
Friday, six Palestinians were Kkilled
in clashes. The bloodshed brought
the total numberjof dead in 11 weeks
of fighting in Isgael and the heavily
Palestinian terri}ories that border it
to 325 people, tost of them Pales-
tinians.

HEREFORD BRAND

Local
roundup

* HISD trustees to meet °

Hereford Independent School Dis-
trict trustees will hold a special
meeting at 6 p.m. Tuesday in the
Administration Building, 601 N. 25
Mile Ave., to discuss the AEIS Re-
port and hear public comments.

Immediately following the special
session, the board will meet for
regular meeting.

Agenda items include the discus-
sion and consideration of the 1999/
2000 audit report; AEIS report; bids
on the all-weather building floor;
and bus bids.

e Choirs to perform -

A concert feapuring the Hereford
High School Varsity Choir, the Jun-
ior Varsity Choir and the Sixth Grade
Honor Choir will begin at 7 p.m.
Tuesday in the high school audito-
rium.

Junior high choirs will perform at
7 a.m. Dec. 21 in the junior high
cafeteria. Featured choirs will in-
clude the Seventh Grade Girls, Jun-
ior High Boys and Eighth Grade
Girls.

The West Central Special Choir,
plus the Fourth Grade Choir, will
perform at 7 p.m. Tuesday after an
open house, which begins at 7:30
p.m.

HerefordBrand

The Hereford Brand (USPS-242-060) is

pubhahed daily except Sunday, Mondays,
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Avenue B fire — Hereford Volunteer Fire Department personnel responded about 6:30 p.m. Friday to a house fire
in the 300 block of Avenue B. The cause of the fire is unknown and investigators are looking into the possibility it was
arson.

AUSTIN (AP) — President-elect
Bush is naming retired Gen. Colin
Powell as his first Cabinet choice,

selecting the popular hero of the
Persian Gulf War as his secretary of
state.

Bush was to formally make the

announcement today in Crawford,
Texas, near his 1,600-acre ranch,
about a two-hour drive north of
here.

It comes as Bush begins the pro-
cess of naming his Cabinet and top
White House staff members.

“lI think America will be pleased”
with his selection, Bush said Friday.
Bush's selection of Powell, who was
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
in the administration of Bush’s fa-
ther, had been long expected.

Bush will name Stanford Univer-
sity administrator Condoleezza Rice
as his national security adviser Sun-
day, along with other top White
House appointments, GOP officials
said. Rice also served under former
President Bush, as a Russia special-
ist on the National Security Council
staff.

But even as Bush sought to project
an image of unity and harmony,
assembling a Cabinet was proving
difficult.

The job of the third member of
the national security triad — de-
fense secretary — was a matter of
contention within the Bush camp,
pitting Powell against Vice Presi-
dent-elect Dick Cheney, said people
close to the process, speaking on
condition of anonymity.

m Retired general to
be secretary of state

Powell was pushing for the selec-
tion of Pennsylvania Gov. Tom Ridge
as defense secretary, while Cheney, a
former defense secretary, wants the
job to go to former Sen. Dan Coats,
R-Ind., the sources said.

Ridge, who as an Army enlisted
man won the Bronze Star for combat
service in the Vietnam War, is
Powell’s favorite, said the sources.

However, they said, Coats, a former
member of the Senate Armed Ser-
vices Committee who is popular with
Senate leaders, is being pushed by
Cheney.

One individual who won't be in
Bush’s Cabinet: moderate Democratic
Sen. Jchn Breaux of Louisiana.
Reaching across party lines, Bush
invited Breaux to Austin for lunch
on Friday. He had been widely ru-
mored as a possible Cabinet choice,
perhaps energy secretary.

Bush would not say if he had
made a specific job offer to Breaux,
but he told reporters the Democrat
did not want to leave the Senate,
which will be evenly split between
the parties beginning in January.
“He wants to stay in the Senate and
to work to get something done,”
Bush said.

Powell, 63, was traveling to Texas

Bush to name Powell

from Washington with Vice Presi-
dent-elect Dick Cheney, aides to the
two men said.

Powell is a popular figure and
many Republicans had wanted him
to run for the White House. He is
also arguably the one Bush nomina-
tion most palatable to Democrats.
Those in both parties have predicted
his confirmation by the Senate would
be fast and overwhelming.

Bush, who takes office Jan. 20,
said he hoped to complete his Cabi-
net selections “over the course of
the next couple of weeks.” He said
he had “assembled a White House
staff that is a group of extraordinary
Americans who have agreed to serve
the country.”

Aides said Bush could name the
team on Sunday.

Among them will be a justice on
the Texas Supreme Court, Al
Gonzales, as White House counsel,
officials close to the process said.

Gonzales, 45, was the second His-
panic to serve on the court. Before
Bush appointed him to the bench,
he served as Texas secretary of
state and as the governor’s staff
general counsel.

Andrew Card, a former U.S. trans-
portation secretary, has already been
announced as Bush'’s chief of staff.

The rest of the White House staff
was expected to include Karen
Hughes as a senior adviser and
communications director, Josh Bolton
as policy director and Ari Fleischer
as chief spokesman. Each worked on
the election campaign.

HEREFORD BRAND

Emergency services

Activities reported by emergency ser-
vices personnel for Dec. 15, 2000,
mclude the 1ollowmg

POIJCE DEPARTMENT
Arrests

- A 27-year-old male was arrested
in the 600 block of Star St. for aggra-
vated assault.

- A male was arrested in the 100
block of Moreman on a warrant out of
Kerrville.

- A 17-year-old male was arrested
in the 600 block of Grand Ave. and

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
Texas Million

The wi Texas Million num-

bers drawn Friday by the Texas

Lottery, in order:
26-84-16-69

Cash Five

The Cash Five numbers
drawn Friday by the Texas Lottery:
20-10-9-6-29

Pick 3
winning Pick 3 numbers
Friday by the Texas Lottery,

148

]
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charged with unlawfully carrying weap-
ons.

- A 25-year-old male was arrested
on traffic warrants in the 700 block of
E. Park Ave.

Incidents

- Phone harassment was reported
in the 500 block of Avenue H.

- Two juveniles were taken into
custody for breach of the peace in
the 700 block of La Plata Dr.

- A 14-year-old female assaulted
another in the 700 block of La Plata
Dr. The female was taken into cus-

tody and charges were filed. She was
later released to her parents.

-~ A structure fire was reported in
the 300 block of Avenue B. The cause
of the fire is unknown at this time. An
investigation of possible arson is being
initiated.

-~ An aggravated robbery occurred in
the 1100 block of W. Park Ave.

- A burglary of a building occurred
in the 700 block of E. Park Ave.

Accidents

- A minor accident was reported in
the 100 block of E. Park Ave.

Ministry

From Page A1

Guerrero said.

The volunteers use these family
ties to offer inmates an opportunity
to tell their children of their love, by
sponsoring angel trees. The trees
are decorated with the names of
children of the inmates as well as a
few items the child wants. Residents
claim an angel and purchase the
items. They are then delivered in
the name of the child’s incarcerated
parent.

This year more than 70 children

from Deaf Smith County have at .

least one parent incarcerated,
Curtsinger said. “We help keep the
love alive by actmg as an extension
of the parent.”

Volunteers add a touch of the
holidays to an otherwise sterile diet
by providing a traditional pre-holiday
meal of enchiladas, rice and beans to
inmates and jailers alike.

“We have to feed their basic needs
before we can even hope to reach
them spmtually, Guerrero said. “The
meal is just another way to connect.
It gives them something to look
forward to and a means of spreading
God'’s love.”

“It's a good beginning which al-
lows us to plant some seeds,”
Guerrero said. “I probably get as
much as I give.”

The volunteers all bring a special
gift to the inmates. Some sing and
play, which is how Guerrero got
involved. Some bring a willing ear or
a caring heart. They all bring the
love of Jesus and the hope of salva-
tion. They've planted their seeds and
know their prayers are heard.

“We've done what we have been
called to do. We spread the word to
even those in the prisons. We can
only lead them. The choice to accept
the offering is theirs,” Curtsinger
said.

Sales tax

From Page A1

sales tax and local sales taxes can
be up to 2 percent above that. The
city of Hereford levies a 1.5 percent
tax, while Deaf Smith County’s sales
tax is 0.5 percent.

Around the area:

. Borger — $206,046, down
7.9 percent from $223,810 last De-
cember;

. Canyon — $52,624, down 21
percent from $66,603 for December
1999,

. Dalhart — $82,016, down
23.7 percent from $107,482 last De-
cember;

. Dimmitt — $28,481, down
10.6 percent from $31,863 in Decem-
ber 1999;

. Dumas — $121.486, down
25.7 percent from $163,582 last De-
cember;

. Friona — $16,805, down 43.4
percent from $29,678 in December
1999; and

. Plainview — $189,848,
down 11.5 percent from $214,407
last year.

HEREFORD BRAND
Obituaries

ELSIE LOVELAND
Dec. 15, 2000

Services for Elsie Loveland, 92,
were to be today at Parkside Chapel
Funeral Home with Rev. Ted Taylor
of Hereford Church of the Nazarene
officiating.
Burial was at
Hooker City
Cemetery in
Hooker, Okla.,
under the di-
rection of
Parkside
Chapel Fu-
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OEIl contract on agenda

By Donald Cooper
Hereford Brand Managing Editor

An engineering agreement
for a new wastewater treat-
ment plant will be considered
when the Hereford City Com-
mission meets at 7:30 p.m.
Monday in City Hall.

Last month, the commis-
sioners tabled an engineering
agreement on the design of a
new wastewater treatment fa-
cility.

The proposed contract with
Oller Engineering Inc. was
for $328,000, which is about 8
percent of the estimated con-
struction cost of the $4.1 mil-
lion facility.

The city’s wastewater treat-
ment plant does not meet
state standards, and the com-
missioners voted May 15 to
build an aerated lagoon sys-
tem to treat wastewater. At
the same time, the commis-
sioners directed Oller Engi-
neering Inc. to begin design-
ing the facility, which will be
built at the city farm.

The aerated lagoon method
will require about 34 acres of
land. There would be three
aerators in each lagoon that
would treat the effluent.

The city administration in-
dicated it felt the OEI pro-
posal was too expensive and
the company agreed to sub-
mit another proposal.

Rich Oller agreed to review
the proposal and resubmit it.
The new proposal calls for

HOT RACI

AUSTIN (AP) — Now that
America has a president-elect,
Texas lawmakers are ready
to pick a leader of their own.

For the first time, the state
Senate will elect one of its
members to replace the out-
going lieutenant governor. Lt.
Gov. Rick Perry will ascend
to Texas governor once
George W. Bush resigns to
become president.

- In Texas, the second-in-com-
mand position is arguably the
state’s most powerful because
the lieutenant governor pre-
sides over the Senate and
controls the flow of legisla-
tion. He also keeps a vote as
a legislator.

Unlike other states where
the lieutenant governor is
elected as part of a ticket,
the Texas governor and lieu-
tenant governor are separate
elected posts.

Perry was the state’s first
<Republican lieutenant gover-
nor.

Under state law, once Perry
becomes governor, the Senate
has 30 days to convene to

“There is a considerable
cost differential in the eu-
thanasia methods with
injections costing as much
as $10 per animal and re-
quiring at least two per-
sons to administer the
drug,” City Manager
Chester Nolen wrote the
commissioners. “We are
still researching for pos-
sible alternatives to our
current method.”

In other business, the
commissioners will:

» Consider approval of a
bid for maintenance equip-
ment for John Pitman Mu-
nicipal Golf Course;

* Consider approval of
an agreement with
Alamosa PCS. Under the
agreement, Alamosa PCS
would lease space on the

th
Hereford Police Lt. Ben Barrick looks at dogs confined at the animal wAter fowee ot 14° Srest

and Avenue F to install

shelter. Representatives of the Humane Society of Deaf Smith County telecommunications anten-
will make a presentation about the shelter at Monday’s meeting of the nas. The lease agreement

Hereford City Commission.

the payment to be $120,000 in
$12,000 monthly installments.

Also, it calls for payment of
8 percent of the cost of con-
struction as determined by bids
or by the cost of work at
similar facilities when the city
performs certain tasks. The
$120,000 is to be deducted
from the 8 percent factor as
work proceeds. The total cost
of the agreement is expected
to be about $300,000, depend-
ing on actual construction cost.

elect a successor who will
serve until the next election
in 2002. Houston Sen. Rodney
Ellis — a Democrat and the
Senate pro tempore — will
preside over the chamber un-
til a lieutenant is named.

The odds-on favorite would
be a Republican because the
GOP owns a 16-15 Senate ma-
jority. While there is some
speculation that a unified
Democratic caucus could put
one . of its own in the job,
political analysts think that’s
unlikely.

“I don’t think there’s a sce-
nario where a Democrat would
get this job. I just don’t see
it,” said political consultant Bill
Miller, who has worked for
both Democrats and Republi-
cans. “A Republican will hold
the job. The question is which
Republican will Democrats sup-
port?”

The favorites are Republi-
can Sens. J.E. “Buster” Brown
of Lake Jackson, Teel Bivins
of Amarillo, Bill Ratliff of

Mount Pleasant, David Sibley
of Waco and Jeff Wentworth of

The commissioners also will
hear a proposal from the Hu-
mane Society of Deaf Smith
County. The humane society
has expressed concerns about
the city animal shelter, spe-
cifically addressing what it says
is an antiquated and inhu-
mane form of euthanasia.

The humane society’s rec-
ommendation is that the car-
bon monoxide gasing method
of euthanasia be replaced with
injections.

San Antonio.

Democrat Ken Armbrister
of Victoria, a Bush ally during
the presidential campaign, is
another hopeful.

Sibley and Armbrister re-
fused to discuss the race until
a vacancy becomes official.

But Sibley has been cam-
paigning for the post for
months. Ratliff and Bivins
wrote their fellow senators
that they would not ask for
votes.

Wentworth, meanwhile, took
a different approach. The day
after Election Day, he phoned
his colleagues to discuss the
tight presidential race and its
impact on state government.

Bivins kept a close eye on
the presidential race by moni-
toring ballot recount efforts in
Fort Lauderdale, Fla., for
Bush’s campaign. He has been
mentioned as possibly moving
to Washington, D.C. as part of
a Bush administration.

If not, Bivins says he wants
to be lieutenant governor but
has no idea if the senators
would elect him.

is for 10 years with an

annual payment of $8,400;

« Approve payment of
$49,599 as the city’s share of
the operation of a juvenile
detention center. The cost is
shared with Deaf Smith
County and the Hereford In-
dependent School District;

* Consider approval of the
annual city audit; and

* Receive a report from the
Hereford Economic Develop-
ment Corp.

s Bush’s expected resignation sets
mE state senate’s wheels in motion

“I have written a letter tell-
ing my colleagues that I would
like to serve,” Bivins said. “I
view this process as a sixth-
grade class election. I don’t
think any amount of campaign-
ing is going to change
someone’'s mind about who
would be the best candidate.”

Said Brown: “It’s very simi-
lar to a football team who has
a quarterback who’s runni
the team and gets hurt an
another quarterback comes in,
and your championship team
manages to continue to per-
form.”

Memories.

Home. Childhood. School days. ‘
Vacations. Holidays. Family and friends.
Images so real that, in an instant,
yesterday becomes today.

Memories. We help you remember and
share with those who are most important.

our Christmas
ist this year!

A Choice Example

1f your reputation as a great Holiday gift giver is at stake this year,

ety il thgn why not consider a gift everybody enjoys -- a Beef Gift

Certificate from the Hereford Cattlewomen’s Association. They’re

redee mable at your favorite grocery, meat market or restaurant, and
they can be picked up right here at Hereford State Bank. \

HEREFORD BRAND

Poet’s corner

TWO FLAGS

Nov. 11, 2000
(Wynell Hutson)

Two bright flags on Avenue I

Waving solmenly to those passing by

Signal valor and sacrifice abide here still

When real men were needed, we fought with a will.

One flag on the east side of the 100 block

One flag on the west side, our memories unlock
And our minds fly back to those terrible times
Of our young men dying and awful war crimes.

These flags remind as they curled and uncurled
These men when young literally saved our world.
If ours is not the best land and more

Why does the world beat a path to our door?

In the house on the east and the house on the west
Live two old men who fought with the rest

Of the generation who offered their lives

For the nation that now in difference thrives.

The flags shout, “Remember! Please don't forget
“Just what was the price and is the price yet

“To live in peace in our land under God

“With no tyrant inflicting the sword and rod.”

This old generation is fading away
One selfish and careless generation could pay
The terrible price of liberty lost
Eternal vigilance is not so great cost.
(Editor’s note: Nov. 11 is Veterans Day.)
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In October Stevens Chevrolet had a Hamburger
feast and Pumpkin sale for Hereford, with the
proceeds going to the
Crime Stoppers Operating Fund.
This allows

US Help Stop Crime with your help.

Hereford & Stevens Chevrolet.

“The Bank That Banks With You!”

Beef,...It's what for dinner,” and this is a prime opportunity for you
to give them a gift that’s always considered “in good taste!”
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STATE BANK
Serving Hereford Since 1947
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voy
Said It!

€6 When there is not access to health

care services, people drive to
Amarillo, buy gas on the way, eat at a
restaurant there ... Their dollars are
going elsewhere. 99

JAMES TAYLOR,
Hereford Regional Medical Center administrator,
discussing the impact of the hospital on the Deaf
Smith County economy

Litterbugs
are spitting
on our very
best suit

A vehicle goes down the street,
suddenly an arm appears and trash is
tossed onto someone’s yard.

I t's a common sight around Hereford.

People who so casually toss litter out the
window or drop it when they walk along our

city’s sidewalks are irresponsible.

Their vandalism of our community is
quiet and subtle, but no less insidious than
other forms. Their graffiti is fast food
sacks, candy wrappers, soft-drink cups,
beer cans and bottles.

We don't suspect, not even for a minute,
these culprits have the necessary intellect
to read here, our rancor for them, but they
might begin to realize it if they were ever
forced to retrieve part of the trash they
heap daily upon our town.

Litterbugs caught in the act of trashing
our lawns and streets and community should
be rewarded with the opportunity to spend a
full day of their weekend picking up more
than their fair share of the eyesores they
helped create. No fines would be levied, just
like-kind community reimbursement.

Hereford can continue to look the other
way and pretend that the consequences of
litter and trash are negligible. We can
pretend appearance has nothing to de with
4l success. We can also pretend that our
" ﬁvtrademark hustle and friendliness should

be more than enough for any company to
bet the farm on in its search for the right fit
in a future expansion.

If we haven't noticed our litter and the
way we look, then perhaps we're growing
used to it, or worse — we're beginning to
accept it.

When reckless people within our ranks
' trash our community it's almost as if they

were spitting on our very best suit.

| We're merely hazarding a guess here, but
whether anyone would feel comfortable 1
sitting next to us and our soiled suit would
probably be determined by the availability of
other seating options, and how badly they
needed to sit down.

PuBLIC OFFICIALS
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Some rhetoric crossed line

hetoric during the long presidential
election battle has been bitter, some-
thing that could be expected because
passions run high when the political
stakes are so high.

However, some of the rhetoric has crossed
the line.

A wire service photograph last week is a
prime example of how some rhetoric crossed
the line from strong political expression to
character assassination.

In the photograph, a Bush supporter holds
up a sign that reads: “Democrats had the
military.” The sign, of course, referred to the
Gore campaign's challenge of some overseas
absentee ballots cast by members of the U.S.
military.

Not satisfied with disagreeing with the
Gore campaign's position, the Bush supporter
had to go a step beyond and try to show that
Democrats are somehow un-American.

To say that Democrats hate the military is
an insult to the memory of the hundreds of
thousands of that party who have died or
suffered grievous wounds in the service of this
country.

To imply that Democrats are somehow less
patriotic than Republicans is not only false, it
should be offensive to everyone, regardless of
political affiliation. No political party has a
monopoly on patriotism.

In response to the controversy over the
military absentee ballots, 52 members of the
U.S. House introduced the “Armed Services
Vote Rescue Act” (H.R. 5642) following GOP
charges that some Florida counties were dis-
qualifying overseas absentee ballots from
military personnel, contending overwhelming
majority of military votes would go to Texas
Gov. George W. Bush, the Republican presi-
dential candidate.

According to Rep. Larry Combest of Lub-
bock, whose 19* District includes Deaf Smith
County, H.R. 5642 “keeps faith with our Ameri-
can military personnel, by ensuring that the
votes cast by U.S. men and women serving
overseas will be counted.”

The measure would provide that all ballots
cast by military personnel stationed overseas
“shall count, if there is no evidence of fraud.”
The measure then states that lack of a
witness signature, postmark or questions about
how the ballot was requested aren’t consid-
ered grounds for disqualification.

Donald Coopelr

Exactly what would constitute fraud? When
it comes to the members of the armed forces,
apparently nothing. In their rush to do some-
thing when they really didn’t have to, the
lawmakers are creating a “superclass” of voter
who doesn’t have to follow the same rules as
ordinary absentee voters.

Deaf Smith County Clerk David Ruland,
who oversees the county elections, says that
when there is an allegation of election fraud,
the first place to look -is in the absentee
ballots.

Ruland said he would like to see the Legis-
lature rescind the grace period for the over-
seas ballots and go back to requiring all
ballots be in the county clerk’s office on
Election Day, which would eliminate the con-
cerns about postmarks.

I voted for the first time while serving in
Berlin with the Army. According to the law, I
had to write a letter to the election official in
my home county and request an application
for an absentee ballot. When the application
arrived, I had to complete the application and
have my signature witnessed by the company
clerk, which verified that I was serving over-
seas.

After the application was processed back in
Arkansas, I received a ballot in the mail. I
cast my votes, signed the ballot and it was
witnessed by the company clerk and I mailed
it back to the county clerk. When I received
the ballot, there was a notice affixed stating
that the ballot had to be received in the
county clerk’s office “on or before Election
Day” or the ballot would be disqualified.

That just makes sense. It would reduce the
risk of fraud. It also would eliminate the
controversy that would surface in a close
election if a few hundred overseas military
ballots, without postmarks, arrive several days
after the polls closed. And, it would ensure
the military votes are counted.

Donald Cooper can be contacted at
cooper@herefordbrand.com.

Politicking to succeed
Perry begins in earnest

AUSTIN-Now that the presidential election
has finally been settled, a l?; Amom than
Christmas shopping is going on ustin.

As Lieutenant Govemomihck Perry and his
staff begin workmg on his transi- °
tion to governor, liticking
over who will be Perry?o replace-
ment will gear up in earnest.

Interestingly, when the Texas
Senate picks Perry’s successor,
that person will get all the re-
sponsibilities and beneﬁtl that go
with the job, but not the title of

electorate cast ballots in the presidential elec-
tion, that should be no great surprise.)

So, assuming a lawmaker is going to vote
the way his or her constituents want them to
vote, reaching out to your
elegted representative is
hugely important.

ut, say the pros in the

lobb: business, citizens

to follow some sen-
sible rules.

For one thi

» they say,
“ brief.  No -winded

lieutenant governor.

According to the state’s Constitution, who-
ever the Senate elects to replace Perry will
“perform the duties of lieutenant governor,”
but will not be called lieutenant governor.
The formal job title is President of the Sen-
ate.

Wantwnetho'lhnlaghhtureuko
favonblo actionon a bill

'.”'rgv!’ylmlﬁbu-;._ i A o &

RS

? Con-

arguments need Leave
that to the pros. Members simply don’t have
the time for voluminous briefs from everyone
with an opinion on an issue.
Secondly, be truthful in what you do say.
Thirdly, be active rather than re-active.
But temper that with patience. Sometimes it

ubamcrdmnbmtoptapuﬂmhrpuee

A trio of
American
voices

Mauri
Montgomery

Hello, Hereford

epublican Pete, a robustly happy
Kodak employee who is married and
has a four-year-old daughter running
around his New York home, was
anxious to talk about the presidential election.

Wanda, a single mother of two and living
and workmg in Connecticut, is a bonafide
Democrat and says she even worked part-time
in one of Al Gore’s campaign headquarters.
She was anxious to talk about the presidential
election.

Stella, a graduate of Harvard, said her idea
of civilization ended when her husband ac-
cepted a job in Albuquerque. She is a Demo-
crat and the proud mother of two daughters.
She was anxious to talk about the presidential
election.

Out of three toll-free calls made Thursday
in search of replacement parts, there was
found three refreshing contradictions to the
cynical claim most Americans don't care what
happens in their government.

Each of the three customer service repre-
sentatives, when learning their caller was
from Hereford, Texas and a newspaperman to-
boot, mixed their day’s work with raw curios-
ity regarding our new Lone Star president and
their studied view of the process which led to
his capture of the nation’s mantle.

So, quite by accident, an unsolicited survey
of three fell into the lap of a fella who only
wanted to order two digital camera memory
cards, and a No. 381-ARB-039223SCA-099 —
one of 500 important components in a printer
we increasingly refer to as “the beast.”

The results were striking.

Seventy five percent of the parts [ wanted
were in stock.

Beyond that, three out of three Americans
were unanimous in their opinion that George
W. Bush became the legitimate holder of this
nation’s highest office, the U.S. Constitution
still works, and the Electoral College should
not be dismantled because of one state’s
difficulty in interpreting its own laws.

Two of the three said the first certification
of Bush as winner of Florida’s election should
have sufficed. The other respondent said she
could have supported a complete recount of
the state’s ballots if someone could have
proved some common sense would be applied
in the measure.

All three said a standardized national voting
system should be mandated by the federal
government.

Two of the three thought George W. Bush
was cuter than Al Gore, but they also felt he
could benefit from some Dale Carnegie
courses.

Both of those respondents seemed im-
pressed the Texas caller had met President
Bush in person. One of those two wanted to
know if he was as short in stature as he
appeared to be on TV.

All three voters believed the U.S. Constitu-
tion was strengthened by the most recent test
of its provisions in the election. And all three
said they preferred the compromise offered
through an electoral-vote system (a state
voice) to a system based on disproportionate
populations (a popular vote).

The caller was also asked by all the respon-
dents if he were a Republican, as if to suggest
all Texas residents were.

“You're my first caller from Texas since the
election,” Republican Pete said. “There aren’t
many Republlcans around here. You aren’t a
Democrat are you?”

“No, I'm a Republican. Most of our Demo-
crats had to move to Florida because they
don’t much care for Yankees either.”

“I guess the joke’s on them,” he laughed.
“I'd wager there’s plenty of both waiting on the
next open shuffle-board court .”

With the gate now open, he couldn’t contaix
himself.

“There are 15 people in my immediate
family. My wife has nine in hers. There'’s
about a 60-40 split between Democrats and
Republicans in t.he familles My wife is a
Democrat. Can you

The toll freecallluhd nurlyso minutes,

and set the stage for a reluctant llster

“My wife was beside herself wh
th t one of our Christmas ntl came
up m and I she recount them,

he said. 'wdn'tmund'thepun.l;mt.
infuriated her.” ;i
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IT’S FINALLY OVER

m Presidential election proof there are still lessons to be
learned if the U.S. is to maintain a healthy democracy

t’s finally over.

The election for the
President of the United
States has ended, and the
winner was our very own

Texas governor, George W.
Bush. In an election that
was so close in both the popu-
lar and electoral vote, and
which sustained all manner
of disput® and divisiveness
among the voters, I was heart-
ened by the tone of reconcili-
ation shown by Vice Presi-
dent Gore. The back and
forth wrangling in the courts,
and charges of misdeeds on
both sides, no doubt will leave
supporters on both sides con-
sidering themselves the vic-
tor. It is time for the coun-
try to come together and unite
behind our new president-
elect. We can also begin to
look at the lessons of what
we have learned from this
election contest.

Winston Churchill once said
that “democracy is the worst
form of government, except
all those that have been tried
from time to time.” Our elec-
toral process may not be per-
fect, but think about how for-
tunate we are to live in a
place where order prevailed
and power will again pass
peacefully from one political
party to its rival without
bloodshed. Our faith in de-
mocracy should be strength-
ened by this election. The

Larry Combest
U.S. House

authors of the Constitution
were extremely wise and judi-
cious men; the framework they
provided was carefully thought
through and is one that has
withstood civil war and diffi-
cult elections.

A second important lesson is
that every vote really does
count. As we have seen in
Florida, one vote can make a
difference in the outcome of
an election and participation
in the political process should
never be taken for granted. I
hope that this close election
will serve as a wake-up call
for apathetic voters around the
country. I also think that this
election is a wonderful lesson
for young people to under-
stand the impact their vote
may have.

In addition, accurate infor-
mation is key. The fact is,
the television networks blew
it on election night. Thou-
sands of voters in the Florida
Panhandle and around the
country were adversely af-
fected by the erroneous early
call for Vice President Al Gore
in Florida. We may never
know how many votes that

cost President-elect Bush. Ob-
viously, this is something that
Congress will have to look
into to make sure that future
election coverage is done in a
fair and accurate manner, and
not merely a “who-can-scoop-
the-other-guy-first” game. We
cannot afford to have another
election night like the one in
November.

Finally, a thorough review
of our electoral process is
healthy.

While the election process is
sound, it will be beneficial to
determine if improvements can
be made. Some questions that
are sure to be considered are
what we can do to make vot-
ing easier and still preserve
its integrity?

How can we use the amaz-
ing technology to improve
voter participation and accu-
racy? If we doubled the num-
ber of citizens voting, how
long would the lines have
been? Also, what agreements
can be reached to lessen the
impact the election coverage
has on one’s desire to vote?
Should there be a standard
national ballot for federal elec-
tions? Is the electoral college
the best system to use?

In the election aftermath,
many people will be looking at
what else could have been
done. How could we have
encouraged just a few more
votes?

While there was a large
turnout, still only about half
of the eligible voters partici-
pated. We need to look at
what it will take to get a
larger turnout and also en-
sure that we are prepared for
a larger turnout. We need to
realize that we have no right
to complain if we do not par-
ticipate in the fundamental
right to vote, and we also
need to realize that those who
have different political views
will participate; therefore, it is
in our own best interests to
get activated and participate.

I believe that the majority
of Americans are ready to
move forward and let George
W. Bush govern. I think they
also want Congress to work
together in a bipartisan fash-
ion to address the important
concerns which will affect all
Americans. Most members of
Congress also agree. Raising
and answering these questions
about our electoral process is
healthy for our political sys-
tem. From these discussions,
we learn what is and what is
not working and with that,
the system is improved. [
look forward to reviewing our
electoral process to ensure
that our democracy and ideals
are preserved for future gen-
erations.

Larry Combest is the repre-
sentative from the 19* Con-
gressional District of Texas.
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comes letters to the editor
on subjects of interest to
our readers. The editor re-
serves the right to edit
submissions to meet space
requirements, for clarity,

or to avoid obscenity, li-
bel or invasion of privacy.

All letters must bear the
handwritten signature of
the writer and include the
address and telephone
number for verification

purposes. Letters should
be limited to 300 words.
The deadline for sub-
mitting letters for the
weekend edition of the
newspaper is 5 p.m.
Thursday.
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228 N. Main Street * 364-6981
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| ENCOURAGING YOUR
| CHILDREN TO WEAR GLASSES

It's sometimes difficult to get young children to wear their
| prescription glasses. Here are some ways to encourage their
| use.

{ 1) Have your cye care specialist explain the importance
o1 of wearing glasses. Even younger children understand

what it means "to make something better."

| 2) Encourage wearing the spectacles only when needed.
If the glasses are just for distance viewing, do not have

S AT 27 your child wear them for near vision tasks-it makes
things more difficult to see, not easier!
3) Make shopping for new frames a fun experience. Let your child choose his/her
own frames from a selection within your price range. Decorate the eyeglass case
with stickers and glitter.
4) First have your child wear the glasses for short periods of time to get
acclimated. Do this during a fun activity such as watching a video or finger
painting, so your son or daughter can readily see the benefits.
5) Let your child know that certain activities require wearing glasses. Your son or
daughter for example, must put on glasses on to read a favonite picture book.
6) Be positive. Glasses are a wonderful product that makes the world clearer.
Your attitude will greatly affect your child.
7) Find some stories that show children wearing glasses or deal with the issue of
getting glasses.
8) Praise your child for remembering to wear his/her glasses. As always, praise
works better than criticism.

Brought to you as a community service by

DR. HAROLD W. BRIGANCE

A
$6J-8/79)

- S |

Promaetrist

126N Main St The Ariom

Ilnterncet
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e Clear Carrying Case
e Flashing Antenna

» Cig/Lighter Adapter

With Accessory Package

Bring in a new toy
($5 value) & receive an
additional $10 off phone.

Price Good With New
2000 Rate Plan
Selection

Nokia 5120i
Digital/Analog
Cellular Phone

Prices Good November 10 - December 31, 2000

Other Accessories Available
» Designer Face Plates
e Mini Mag Antenna
e Batteries

Free Conversion Minutes

Switch to XIT Cellular & receive up to
500 Free minutes. Some restrictions apply.




AB - HerReFORD BRAND + Saturday, December 16, 2000

INSIDE

Too close to call — that’s still
the truth about Florida’s vote

either President-elect Bush nor Al

Gore nor anybody else will ever know

with certainty who really got more

votes in Florida. At 0.00009 percent of

the vote, the margin by which it was certified

for Bush, it was too close for absolute proof
the count was beyond doubt.

Recounting again would not

have changed that. It would

only have changed the impossi-

bly close numbers, in favor of

one man or the other but still

too close for guarantees, espe-

cially when what counted or

didn't count would have de-

pended on human judgments

Waliter R. Mears |
The Associated Press

stopped by the U.S. Supreme Court with the
split decision that made Bush president-elect.
Perhaps in the laboratory, scientists could
engineer a voting system to produce results
that accurate, in this case to one ten-thou-
sandth of 1 percent. But voting systems aren’t
used in labora-
tories. They
are set up for
election days in
schoolhouses,
town halls and
all the other
precinct set-
tings of a di-
verse Ameri-
can election.

under varied standards.

Bush might have won by more than 537
votes, or fewer, or Gore might have had the
edge he claimed in challenging the outcome.
It makes no difference now; the contest is
settled in the only way it could be settled, by
the laws as interpreted by the courts.

As the struggle for Florida demonstrated,
counting votes is not a precise science.

There already are proposals in Congress to
have the federal government help states up-
grade their voting systems. But no system
yet devised could deliver the kind of precision
that would guarantee a 537-vote margin out
of 5,825,043 ballots to be exact and correct.
Or the 930-vote edge Bush got in the first
machine recount. Let alone the 193-vote edge
the Florida Supreme Court left him in order-
ing the partial hand recounts that were

Volunteer poll workers check in voters. After
the polls close, local officials tabulate the re-
turns.

In every step, there is room for error. And a
slip on one ballot in 11,000 in Florida would
have been enough to undo or widen the Bush
margin. :

That is apart from the uncertainties of
judging voter intent on disputed ballots, the
issue the Supreme Court settled Tuesday night
by ending further recounts and effectively de-
ciding that Bush won.

The 5 to 4 decision was as close as the
Supreme Court can get, but not nearly so close
as the election returns. And not only in Florida.
Gore won the national popular vote by 337,576,
a margin of three-tenths of 1 percent of the
ballots cast for him or for Bush.

Cox

From Page A4

Have an idea for a project to further water
conservation along with food and aquaculture
production in semi-arid areas?

If you do, you have until Jan. 2 to apply for
research grants offered through the Texas
Department of Agriculture by the Texas-Israel
Exchange Grant Program. Thé program has
$1 million in grant funding available.

To gain funding, a proposal must involve
both a researcher from Texas and Israel. The

proposal needs to say how the research could
benefit both the people of Texas and Israel.
Also, there's a requirement that 50 percent
matching funding be obtained from other
sources.

For more

information on grant

proposal

requirements, contact the Department of
Agriculture’s Carol Funderburgh at 512-463-8536
or via email at cfunderb@agr.state.tx.us.

"

Effective New Year's Day, rate increases
averaging 20 percent go into effect for Texans who
receive health insurance through the Texas Health
Insurance Risk Pool.

The pool, which covers more than 11,000 Texans,
is the third largest in the nation.

It was created by the Legislature to provide
coverage for those unable to obtain health
insurance anywhere else because of past or present
medical problems.

Bottom line for the average pool member: A
monthly premium increase from $336 to $403.

Sears collects no fees or royalties.

Or visit us at www.searstores.com

$55,000 - $100,000 initial investment

A New Brand Of Ownership,
A New Kind of Sears

For over 100 years, the Sears, Roebuck and Co. name has been synonymous
with trust and integrity. Our customers have come to rely on us for our
quality, name brand products and our legendary customer service.

Sears Dealer Stores, one of America’s fastest growing retail formats, is looking
for an exceptional individual to own and operate a Sears dealer store. As an
authorized Sears dealer, you can bring your hometown the kind of products
that make life more enjoyable like Kenmore, Craftsman, GE, Diehard and Sony.
From appliances to electronics to lawn and garden, this is a growth-oriented
business suited to a community-oriented individual committed to success.

Providing you with the strength of Sears:

* Extensive advertising and marketing support
* Complete inventory with no cost to the owner
* Professional training and on-going support

A unique ownership opportunity in Hereford, Texas.

Call toll-free today 1-888-259-2616 Caller 1.D. Code 6519-DRCA

Estimated financial requirements: $120,000 net worth, $10,000 available cash,

A MODERN FABLE

B The lesson of character still is a favorite of holiday

writers since the earliest days of the motion pictures

Once upon a time, two
little boys grew up only
blocks from each other.
They went to the same
schools, the same
churches, played on the
same little league teams
and even called each
other friend.

Re
'h Dianna F. Dandridge

Christmas Carol.”

It doesn’t matter
whether you read it
or watch it, the les-
son is always the
same.

Scrooge’s reputa-
tion was known far
and wide and his

But the boys were
very different. Even though
only a short distance sepa-
rated their homes, the boys
grew up learning far different
lessons.

The fairer of the two grew
up knowing he was loved and
believing if he said the right
things he would make the
right impression and would
go far in the world. The dark-
haired youngster also grew up
knowing he was loved, but
from early on he was taught
actions speak much louder
than words and his actions
would carry him far.

Both grew up seemingly as
nice responsible young men.

One man’s business dealings
were always on the up-and-up.
He did exactly as he said he
would. He treated everyone as
he would choose to be treated.
He never attained world fame.
No one outside his hometown
knew who he was. Everyone
in his hometown knew of his
honesty and integrity and re-
spected him for sometimes tak-
ing a difficult stand.

The other young man’s deal-
ings, even though completely
legal, always left someone feel-
ing like they received the short
end of the straw. They weren’t
really gyped, but neither were
they completely satisfied. He
always said the right thing,
but what he said and what he
did were often very different.
He went far in the world and
businessmen world wide knew
him. He knew how to say the
things they wanted to hear.

Years went by and both men

had sons and grandsons. For
years after the sons and grand-
sons had taken over the fam-
ily businesses, townspeople
would note the resemblance
of character to their respec-
tive grandfathers.

Moral: Reputation is made
in a moment; character is
built in a lifetime.

This lesson of character has
been a favorite of holiday
writers since the earliest days
of television or movie enter-
tainment.

How often have we seen
Jimmy Stewart realize the

.character of his life had im-

proved someone else’s life?
Think of the wonderful ex-
ample of character displayed
by the residents of Whoville,
who willingly forgave Mr.
Grinch for wanting to destroy
Christmas. Their character
didn't end there, though, for
they dug down deep and were
even able to invite Mr. Grinch
to enjoy the holiday with
them.

My favorite picture of char-
acter of course comes from
the Charles Dickens classic “A

reputation was as-
sured the moment he ap-
proached. His assistant, on the
other hand, Bob Cratchet, lived
quietly and few people knew
him. His character as well
preceded him, having built
upon it all his life.

Human character intrigues
me more at Christmas than
any other time of the year. I
often wonder what makes hu-
man character surface so much
more during the holidays than
any other time of the year,
then I realize the character is
always the same, I just look
for the good in people more at
Christmas than any other time.

Searching for the good in
others doesn’t lessen the bad,
it just brings the bad into
clearer focus. Give a gift of
good character this year, be a
good example and let your
character of a lifetime shine.

GILILLAN

Life-Health-Disability
Retirement Planning - Estate Planning
201 E. Park Ave * 364-1881

Do your Amarillo shopping

-At HOME!!

amarillogift.com

sift Certificates

EASY!

We at FirstBank Southwest would like to invite the

community to join us for Hot Cider, Cookies, and
Christmas Caroling provided by Children

from our local schools.

Log on to win a
$100 certificate!

Monday, Dec. 1 §

Caroling Schedule
Aikman Elementary School- 3rd Grade

9:30 a.m. t010:00 a.m.

Nazarene Christian Academy - 3rd Grade

10:30 p.m. to 11:00 p.m.

Tierra Blanca Intermediate School - 3rd Grade

1:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.
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B Hereford girls prove there is no better cure for the
district blues than a win at home with tenacious ‘D’

By Jeff Blackmon
Hereford Brand Sports Editor

The Hereford Lady Whitefaces
found out three things about them-
selves Friday night.

They learned they can play de-
fense, they can win at home and
they can compete for a playoff
spot.

After a devastating 80-46 loss to
Borger Tuesday night, the Lady
Herd came out determined to prove
critics wrong, slashing Pampa High
66-46 for the first district win of
the year in im-
pressive fashion.

“I know it is
hard to believe
that we would
have a must-win
game this early in
the season, but to-
night was a must-
win for us,” coach
Key Harrison said.
“We feel like we
can make the
playoffs, and we
had to win tonight.
They took a step
forward tonight.”

The Lady
Whitefaces (5-7, 1-1) ran Pampa
(4-8, 0-2) out of Whiteface Gymna-
sium after going up by 13 points in
the first half off junior McKenzie
Tabor’s last second 3-pointer.

Nor did the Lady Whitefaces
hold back on defense, allowing
Pampa only 17 first-half points — a
turnaround from the Borger game,
when they allowed the Lady Bull-
dogs 46 points in the first half. The

team also ran hard all evening
getting a hand on the ball when-
eyer and wherever they could.

. Harrison said the girls showed
their tenacity and determination by
bouncing back from Tuesday’s loss,
not only by winning, but by playing
with a lot of energy. The coach said
he believes the team did all of the
little things right in order to win.

“The hustle and the defense were
there tonight,” Harrison said. “They
know how bad they played Tuesday
night, and they definitely played
better.

“I  thought
they did a great
job coming back,
and it was fun to
watch,” Harrison
said.

The turn-
overs and fouls
were also down in
the first half. The
Lady Whitefaces
had only five fouls
and five turn-
overs, while giv-
ing it their all on
defense and gath-
ering four steals
on the way.

Freshman point guard Sabrina
Garcia led the team with three
steals, while Hereford post players
dominated the boards on the defen-
sive and offensive ends of the floor.

“We gave it our all,” freshman

st Carlie Henson said. “We got
g:ck on transition defense, and that
was the biggest difference in the
game.”

BRAND/Mauri Moritgomery

Gotchal—Terrance Wilhelm holds down his man during Tuesday's dual

against Amarillo High School.

\

BRAND/Julius Bodner

Follow through—Junior wing Michelle Bernhardt (above) keeps an eye
on her shot after releasing the ball Friday night. Sophomore Tiffany Mercer

(top) slashes her way to the hoop.

COLLEGE
GRAD

W After eight years, Lakers
center gets his degree

Eight years and millions of dol-
lars after he played his last
college game, Shaq was back as
the big man on campus, this
time strolling to the sound of
“Pomp and Circumstance.”
Shaquille O’'Neal donned an
extra large cap and gown and
received his bachelor of arts de-
gree Friday from LSU, fulfilling

his family and himself.

“I feel very secure,” said the
7-foot-1, 320-pound center, who
earned a bachelor's degree in
general studies with a minor in
political science. “I can get a

| real job now.”

The comment drew cheers
from other graduates, who knew
that O'Neal lacked neither a job
nor security.

O’Neal, who led the Los Ange-
les Lakers to their first NBA
championship in 12 years last
June, will earn $19.286 million
this season .and is under con-
tract through the 2005-06 season
for more than $152 million. He
makes still more from endorse-
ments, movies and rap albums.

“It didn’t seem right to me to
be telling kids to istay in school
when I hadn’t got my degree,”
O’Neal said. “Now I can tell

The second half again was all fourth) en route to the win.

Hereford as the girls went up by as
much as many as 21 (6:01 in the

See POWER, Page A8

B Herd wrestlers not
backing down from
season challenges

By Jeff Blackmon
Hereford Brand Sports Editor

Several Panhandle teams have
learned the hard way that Hereford
doesn’t have just any ol' wrestling
team.

In fact, when it comes to heart and

unity, Hereford grapplers make
their opponents look like “The
Grinch.”

“We are always cheering each

other on and helping each other out,
while our opponents just kind of sit
around quiet on the bench,” head
coach Mike Dominguez said. “Our
team wants their peers to do better,
and they don’t let up.

“We're not only wrestling, we're
wrestling tough,” Dominguez said.

From their first match in
November, Dominguez said other
schools have noticed right off
Hereford has the heart and chemistry
it takes to be champions. The coach
said that and work ethic are things a
coach cannot teach.

See HEART, Page A8

them — stay in school.”

O’Neal, 28, sat with his fellow
students at the afternoon de-
gree ceremony, but was on the
platform with the academics for
the morning commencement ser-
vice. Provost Daniel M. Fogel
introduced O’'Neal as “our tallest
graduate.”

“From now on, this is "Love
Shaq University,” O’Neal said.
;I‘h,i’s is a day I'll always remem-
er.

His classmates seemed pleased
to share the spotlight.

Eric Bacas carried a sign that
read, “Look Ma, Me & Shaq
Graduate.”

“Actually I went to school with
him when he was here,” said
Bacas, 30. “We both left and
went to work and still got our
degree. I just hope this evens up
our earning capacity.”

The graduation of a high pro-
file athlete was a good message
to send youngsters, said fellow
graduate Wardell Sykes, an LSU
football player.

“He made a promise and he
fulfilled it,” Sykes said. “That’s
always good. Plus people know
he’s graduating. There are a lot
of other athletes graduating here
today, but nobody but their fami-
lies are paying attention to that.”

According to a study released
last month by the NCAA, less

See GRAD, Page A9
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Mavs beat Philly, 112-94

B Nowitzki breaks

out, scores career
high 36 points

PHILADELPHIA (AP) —
Don Nelson wasn't sure he
would be at the Dallas Mav-
ericks’ game Friday night. He
was, and coached his team to
a victory and its highest
point total of the season.

Dirk Nowitzki scored a ca-
reer-high 36 points, and Steve
Nash had 18 points and 13

assists as Dallas beat the
Philadelphia 76ers 112-94,
ending the Mavericks' two-

game losing slide.

Nelson had missed Dallas’
previous three games while
consulting with doctors about
how to treat his prostate can-
cer. He rescheduled some ap-
pointments and, thanks to
team owner Mark Cuban’s pri-
vate plane, arrived 40 min-
utes before Friday's tipoff.

Nelson will have surgery
Jan. 4, and will miss 6-to-8
weeks. Assistant Del Harris,
who coached the team during
the three-game absence, will
fill in again.

“That was a game that it’s
fun for coaches to coach in,”
Nelson said. “It was great

competition, it's what llve
for. I could hardly stay av\ay.
He wasn't slated to return
to the Mavericks until the
team’s game at Detroit on
Sunday. But he moved up a
blood test and a bone scan
until Friday morning and was
able to make the game.
“Once I found that I could
get that done in the morning,

the toughest part was get-
ting here,” Nelson said.
He was animated on the

sideline during the game, al-
though Harris did some more
coaching than normal. Nelson
seemed excited by his team’s
performance.

Nowitzki was 13-for-19
from the field, mostly from
the outsidé, and added six
rebounds for the Mavs. The
scoring outburst came just
one game after he went 1-
for-10 against Indiana on
Wednesday.

“l was down yesterday but
the team did a great job
finding me tonight. Tonight
was big for me,” Nowitzki
said.

“From time to time, Dirk
gets on a roll like that,” Nash
said. “He’s unique. You don't
see many 7-footers running
the court with the grace that
he does.”

Heart

from Page A7

“We've got the heart and the
commitment,” Dominguez said.
“The hardest part of wrestling
there (heart and
commitment). Teaching
wrestling is easy.”

At the team’s tournament in
Ulysses, Kan., last weekend,
the team faced quality teams
from around the Panhandle
and Kansas medaling seven
players on the varsity squad.
Dominguez said part of the
reason for the success is the
outstanding numbers on the
team this year. The coach took
29 participants to the Ulysses
tournament' making other
coaches turn their heads.

“Filling the team has been a
great pleasure,” Dominguez
said. “I'm ecstatic about the
numbers.”

The high numbers also allow
the Hereford team to compete
in duals without forfeiting any
matches before wrestling even
begins. Dominguez said this
has been great for his team'’s
psyche while making it fun to
be a coach.

“It takes the pressure off of
them, and they know they can

win a dual,” Dominguez said.
“This is the most fun I've had
coaching in Hereford.”

So far, they have played
every tournament and dual
with toughness including a
first dual win at Borger on
Dec. 5.

“Right now, the team unity
and team spirit is unbelievable,”

1s

Dominguez said. “They hold
each other accountable, and
they don't want to let each
other down.”

At each tournament,
Dominguez said the squad

members have demonstrated
team unity by cheering each
other on and giving one
another tips while other teams
stand around and stay tight-
lipped. The coach said he
thinks that is why Hereford
nearly upset Amarillo High
Tuesday night, barely losing
37-32.

Even with the loss of Kris
Hammerbeck, the state’s top-
ranked grappler, the team
continues to make huge strides
by the number of wrestlers
they ‘' have competing and by
their work ethic. Dominguez
said the commitment level of
his team gets him excited.

“Our commitment level is 10
times better,” Dominguez said.
“They are committed to what

Prcaene Covesu C3ar
OOVIES ﬁ

they are doing.”

Hereford wrestling assistant
Brit Narrell said a big
difference is that the students
now know what it takes to be
successful at the sport. He
said he is also proud of the job
the freshman and JV teams
are doing after getting two
years of wrestling instruction
in junior high.

“The young guys and the rest
of the team know what it is all

g

about now,” Narrell | said.
“Everyone understands what
it takes to get the job done.”
Dominguez said several of
his players are making a
tremendous effort this year,
including senior Javier Alonzo
(11-2), Henry Castillo (12
wins), Paul Estrada (12-3),
Luis Perez (9-0), Matt Espinosa
(10-5) and Charlie Stubbs (9-
8). The coach said these guys
are showing everyone else

what it takes to win.

“We are united in what we
are doing, and that adds up to
having no second thoughts on
the matt,” Dominguez said.
“They don’t want to let each
other down, and they do not let
up.”

The team was at Randall this
afternoon for a tournament
before playing host to Tascosa
on Thursday.

North Highway 385 in Hereford, TX

364-2160 or

1-800-299-CHEV

| l,‘ar & Truck L'lem

==

CHEVROLET

@)

GMC

TRUCHK
Oldsmaot

U Bt

Final Days Don't Miss Out
2001 1/2 ton Ext. Cab

36mo 1.9

Until Jan.

48mo

v 3.9% 60mo

2nd W.A.C

Farm Plans Available

1-800-293-2438

BRAND/Mauri Montgomery
Coaching tips—Head coach Mike Dominguez gives some tips to one of his wrestlers during
Tuesday's dual against Amarillo High. The team is at Randall this afternoon, and the team will be at
home Thursday against Tascosa.

| one does,”
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The Hereford team pulled
away at the end of the third
quarter going up by 20 with
1:09 left in the quarter.

Sophomores Sarah Griffin
and Tiffany Mercer led Here-
ford scorers with 16 and 13
points respectively.

“I think we were a little
tired of losing, and we wanted

to win just as much as any-
Griffin said. “If we

Su

want to make the playoffs,
we've got to beat teams like
that and it is important to
win our home games and get
our motivation back.”

The girls evened their dis-
trict record to 1-1 after .ae
win against Pampa. The team
will now try to keep their
success going when they host
Caprock next Fnday

W o
0°@\(\

During and After the Holiday Bustle,

Laurie Mc¢ Millan
Deborah Buck
363-6608
363-6618

.« Here ord 0SSaA9¢
124 W. 4th St.

We offer Soothing,Relaxing and Tension Releasing Massages!

Gift Certificates Specials Available

Herd on In for Some
"Therapeutic Mooves!"

intment Only
Mm Saturday

PHILLIPS

Goodin 66

MOTOR OIL

NEED
YOUR OIL
CHANGED?

Let us do it.

Let our Friendly Guys fill your
tank with SuperClean Gasoline
during the cold weather!

FAST FULL SERVICE WITH A SMILE!!!

Christmas Shopping? Try us for
your Christmas Gifts!

Coffee Pots, Radios, Frying Pans. Clock Radios, &

§

Toasters. We

*VALUE®* IMPORT TOOLS'
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also have

3/8" Drill $14.99

1/2 Drill $16.99

4 1/2" Grinder $16.99

7" Grinder $34.95

4" Belt and Disc Sander $74. 95
7" Crosscut Saw $37.99
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\
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P

an assmtmcm of Christmas Lights.

eatherAll Exterior Latex Satin
High-hiding finish sheds dirt and
dust. Mildew, fade resistant. k401562
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B Former NFL coach
heads back to college

LOS ANGELES (AP) —
Pete Carroll, who turned
down the Southern California
coaching job three years ago
because of the timing, ac-
cepted the position Friday,
saying he believes the fit is
ideal.

“I believe I am tailored for
this, it’s quite clear,” he said.
“I'm very energetic, I'm very
enthusiastic, I just think thls
is right.

“I'm going to a place where
there are great expectations.
That’s where I want to be.”

The 49-year-old Carroll suc-
ceeds Paul Hackett, fired Nov.
27 — two days after the
Trojans completed a 5-7 cam-
paign. It was their first los-
ing season since 1991 and
just their third in 39 years.

The Trojans have won eight
national championships, but
none since 1978, and 20 of
the 28 Rose Bowls in which
they’'ve played. But they've
appeared in only one in the
last 11 years.

“We’ll be good when we're
good,” Carroll said, without
establishing a timetable. “My
goal is to win right now.”

Fired from head coaching
jobs with the New York Jets
and New England Patriots of
the NFL and out of the col-
lege game for 17 years,
Carroll wasn't USC’s first
choice. And his selection has
already met with disapproval
from some boosters and
alumni.

“I've been an unpopular
choice at times,” he said. “It
is a challenge. I'm going to
prove (the USC hierarchy)
right. 1 want to make (the
fans) proud. I don’t need any-
body to give me pep talks or
fire me up.”

Carroll said recruiting
would be his first: priority,
and right behind was settling
up a coaching staff.

“Talk “is'"eheap right. now,
we have to get to work,” he
said. “My teams are going to
play hard, they’re going to
play with enthusiasm, they’re
going to play with a great

intensity. If they’re not, we're
not doi our job.”

Carro. the fact that
he hasn’t eoached in college
since 1983, when he was as-
sistant head coach and offen-
sive coordinator at Pacific, his
alma mater, wasn't a big deal.

“I don’t think I could be
more prepared to move into
this situation,” he said. “I've
always coached college play-

sers, | just got them a little
later.

“If you can understand the
process in the NFL, in the
draft process it’s all about
watching players in college. I
don’t consider myself unfa-
miliar with the college game
at all”

He has no past ties to
USC, although his daughter,
Jalme, is a freshman on the
school’s women’s volleyball
team. However, he said hav-
ing grown up in the San Fran-
cisco area, he’s well aware of
the Trojans’ tradition.

USC went 19-18 in
Hackett's three seasons, and
has a 31-29 record in the last
five years. Fired with two
years remaining on his con-
tract, Hackett became the
Trojans’ coach after Carroll,
coaching the Patriots at the
time, turned down the offer.

“The timing wasn’t right,
but that has all changed now,”
he said. “For a guy like me,
for the things I like to do,
this is a golden opportunity.
We have the caliber of ath-
lete here to do the things I
know how to do very well.”

When Hackett was fired,
athletic director Mike Garrett
said he wanted a coach who
was a proven winner at the
college level, and immediately
took steps in that direction.

But both Oregon State
coach Dennis Erickson and
Oregon coach Mike Bellotti
signed contract extensions at
their respective schools within
ja week of Hackett's firing,
taking themselves out of the

running.
Since then, San %i&go
cm"' coach Y,
an assistant at USC from
1993-96 and head coach at
Oregon State in 1997-98, was
believed to be the leading
candidate.

“I loved my time at USC,
but I've got a great job, too,
and you can only do one job
at a time,” said Riley, who
was not offered the job.

Garrett said the only per-
son he offered the job to
previously was Erickson, and
admitted he has received a
lot of angry calls regarding
the possibility of Carroll’s hir-
ing.
When asked what he would
tell those who disapprove,
Garrett smiled and said, “Have
faith.”

“I offered the job to Pete
three years ago, he couldn't
take it,” Garrett said. “It be-
came obvious after (Erickson)
dropped out that Pete would
be a natural. I've always liked
the way Pete coaches.”

Carroll fills USC vacancy

Carroll has been out of
coaching this year after being
fired by the Patriots follow-
ing the 1999 season. They
were 27-21 in three years
under Carroll, reaching the
playoffs twice.

He coached the Jets in
1994, but was fired after they
went 6-10. :

“He sounds sincere,” said
USC linebacker Mike Pollard,
who has two years of eligibil-
ity remaining. “I think he’s
the perfect fit; we need sin-
cerity, someone who's dedi-
cated to improving the pro-
gram. | think he’s the one.
We have all the athletes.”

Before taking the New En-
gland job, Carroll was an as-
sistant coach for the San
Francisco 49ers for two years.

Jeffb@herefordbrand.com

from Page AT -

than balf of all male Iau-m-
ball players at maaor colleges
graduate, although

centage has improved shggtly
from 41 percent in 1999 to 42
percent this year. The rate
for black playen improved
from 83 percent to 34 per-

cent.

Of the 12 players LSU has
sent to the in the last
15 years, O'Neal is the third
to earn his degree.
summer
school at LSU, but for the

most part earned credit

thmuch its indopendent stud-

O’Neal, with the team’s
bleuing nhpped the Lakers’
against the Vancouver

' n:zhu Fnday night to at-
tend graduation. He was stay-
to attend a ceremony Sat-

urda night that would retire
his No. 33 before the New
Orleans-LSU game. He was
to rejoin his team Sunday in
Toronto.

Bob Pettit

ously.

“I've always said LSU had
at basketball play-
I was one of them,”
O'Neal said. “Now I'll be up

three
ers an

there with them.”

and Pete
Maravich are the only LSU
basketball players to have
their numbers retired previ-

The ONE to see:

Jerry Shipman, CLU
801 N. Main
(806) 364-3161
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"y Texas poet laureate
e donates rare books

m Donation to WT
includes first edition
of ‘Scarlet Letter’

The donation also includes a collection of
writings by Roman philosopher Seneca pub-
lished in 1605, the original manuscript of
O. Henry’s “A Fog in Santone” and a
collection of poems by Francis Scott Key,
which is thought to include the first ap-
pearance of the “Star Spangled Banner.”

CANYON — Dr. Jenny Lind Porter,
a Texas poet laureate and inductee to
the Texas Womens Hall of Fame, has
donated more than 1,800 rare books to
West Texas A&M University’s Cornette

Library.

The first shipment of rare books,
received last month, includes a first
edition of Nathaniel Hawthorne’s “The

% Scarlet Letter,” published in 1850, Emily
1 Dickinson’s “Poems, Second Series,” pub-
in 1891, and Ralph Waldo

lished

COURTESY PHOTO/Rik Anderson
Paul Coleman, West Texas A&M University
librarian, looks over Comette Library's latest
acquisition along with Sidnye Johnson,
periodicals librarian. The book is one of 1,800
rare books donated recently to West Texas

A&M University.

Panel: Estrogen
linked to cancer

WASHINGTON (AP)
While stressing the value of
estrogen treatments for
women, a government scien-
tific advisory panel recom-
mended Friday that the chemi-
cal be added to the nation’s
list of cancer-causing agents.
Maybe, one scientist said, this
step might encourage doctors
to talk with their patients
about the risks and benefits.

“Physicians never discuss

any of these risks when they
are prescribing hormone
therapy,” Michelle Medinsky,
a toxicologist from Durham,
N.C., told the National Toxi-
cology Program advisory com-
mittee. “They only discuss
benefits. Listing might force
it on the table.” Medinsky
said.

“Is knowledge power or is
ignorance bliss? Everyone has
to make their own decision,”
she said.

The committee, while ex-
pressing concerns that associ-
ating estrogen with cancer
would overshadow the
hormone’s usefulness, never-
theless voted 8-1 to recom-
mend the listing. There was
no suggestion that estrogen
use be restricted or banned.

The listing should not
frighten women, said Susan
Wysocki, a Washington nurse-
practitioner who was not a
part of the panel.

“Women need to know how
estrogen can be given safely,”
said Wysocki of the National

HEREFORD BRAND

Association of Nurse Practitio-
ners in Women’s Health. “By
all means, women should be
talking to their physicians, so
that they do not get .fright-
ened about something that
they're doing that is actually
good for their health.”

An estimated 16 million
postmenopausal women take
hormone therapy — estrogen
or estrogen combined with
progestin. The therapy can re-
duce symptoms of menopause
such as hot flashes and vagi-
nal dryness and reduce the
risk of osteoporosis.

Millions of other women use
birth control pills. The amount
of estrogen in those pills has
dropped in recent years.

he advisory panel acted af-
ter looking at studies showing
that estrogen is associated with
an increase in endometrial can-
cer and, to a lesser extent,
breast cancer.

Doctors already know about
the cancer link. That's the
reason post-menopausal estro-
gen is given together with
another hormone called
progestin: The combination
lowers the risk of endometrial
cancer.

But panel member Sheila
H. Zahm of the National Can-
cer Institute noted that NCI
researchers — in a paper pub-
lished in January — had found
a slight increase in breast can-
cer in women treated with the
estrogen-progestin combination.

As the years turn

5 Years Ago - Dec. 19,
1995: American troop deploy-
ment in Bosnia has reached
into Hereford, in a roundabout
way, with the call-up of two
U.S. Army Reserve nurses.

10 Years o - Dec. 19,
1990: Hereford Police
Department’s Crime Preven-
tion Unit in conjunction with
the West Texas State Univer-
sity Police spoke to the Here-
ford High School law enforce-
ment vocational class on the
dangers of cults and satanism.

25 Years Ago - Dec. 18,
1975: Bids were approved for
80 new trash containers for
the city’s alleys and for the
drilling of new city water wells
and a motion to rescind the
motel-hotel room tax was ne-
gated for lack of second at a
regular Hereford city Commis-
sion meeting Monday night at
City Hall.

50 Years - Deec. 17,

Ago
1950: The hig day for children

Do you want to
double your investments
n 7 years?

Call

‘:‘:Jh’ NGER
) r\ | AW |

and adults of Hereford will be
Wednesday, December 20,
when Santa Claus, the big
red-faced, red-coated guy who
lists the North Pole as his
home, will lead the parade
through town:

75 Years Ago - Dec. 17,
1925: G.W. Brumley, the
Panhandle’s foremost hog
buyer, set them all another
mark in enterprise to shoot
at this week when he re-
turned from a trip to Athens,
Texas, down in the Piney
woods, and announced that
he had purchased one thou-
sand head of feeder shoats,
which he proposed to fatten

for market on Plains grown
feed.

Emerson’s “Poems,” published in 1847.

“I know that Dr.
looking for somewhere to donate these
books,” Paul Coleman, University li-
brarian, said. “I'm just glad she thought
of us and decided to send them here.
We have some very rare items, even
some one-of-a-kind things.”

“A lot of these books will just knock
your socks off,” Coleman said. “They have
been well taken care of for, in some cases,
hundreds of years, and it's a privilege to
have them in our library.”

Porter earned her bachelor’s and master’s
degree from Texas Christian University. In
1955, at 27, she became the youngest
woman to earn a doctoral degree from the
University of Texas at Austin. In 1959, she
moved to Canyon to teach English at the
University. '

“I have close feelings for WT,” she said.
“Isabel Robinson, head of the art depart-
ment at that time, painted my portrait,
and I became very close friends with Mary
Liz and James Cornette (University presi-
dent and his wife). They were sweet and
wonderful to me.” ;

Porter describes herself as primarily a
reader, not a collector.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Humane society concerned

Dear Editor:’ AU

(This is an open letter to the mayor, city commissioners and
city manager of Hereford.) 1

The Humane Society of Deaf Smith County would like to
thank you for taking time out of your busy schedule to come
out to the animal shelter. We have several concerns about the
existing shelter that we believe should be brought to the
attention of the commission and, in fact, to the populace of
Hereford. There are several areas in which our shelter falls
short of even the most basic characteristics of an acceptable
animal shelter.

Some of the main points we would like to stress are:

1. The general location of the shelter, which inhibits
residents from coming to look at possible adoption prospects;

2. Basic construction precludes proper cleaning and disin-
fection of runs;

3. Inadequate air conditioning and ventilation; :

4. No acceptable area for cats, puppies, kittens, nursing
or sick animal;

5. Crowding due to the number of animals being brought

in and the inadequate size of the facility;

6. Poorly maintained waterers. Most are rusted out and
leak constantly;

7. No resting pads for relief from cold concrete;

8. Significant health hazards to the animal control officers
by possibly breathing poisonous carbon monoxide gas and no
provision of restroom/sink area for washing hands; and

9. No relief for animal control officer from euthanasia
duties to help lessen psychological effects and burnout.

One of our strongest concerns has to do with the method of
euthanasia currently used at the animal shelter — to wit,
asphyxiation by carbon monoxide poisoning. There is a proven
and better, more efficient and humane form of euthanasia
which does not place the animal control officer in jeopardy and
provides a more humane death for the animals. Injections are
the primary form of euthanasia utilized by animal shelters
today, and we believe that it would benefit everyone concerned
if our animal shelter began using this method.

Another main concern is the method of disposal of animal
carcasses. The current method is to place the remains in a
dumpster, which sits directly by the animal shelter. Ultimately,
this dumpster is dumped at the BFI landfill at Canyon.
Although this practice is acceptable, incineration is a far more
sanitary and thorough means of disposing of animal remains.

The animal control officer, Javier Frausto, and his supervi-
sor, Lt. Ben Barrick, do an excellent job with the resources
they have available. However their task is made inaulmm
difficult by the deteriorated conditions of the shelter and the
steadily increasing number of calls answered daily. ... '

Porter had been

We know that an effective civic program of any‘ldnd tlkﬁ&‘
city officials,

combined effort from every segment, inclu ;
city employees and citizens. We look forward to assisting them

in making the necessary improvements in the animal control !

program that will, in turn, facilitate the
ment of our city.

growth and improve-
Humane Society of Deaf Smith-Society

Constable rules out compensation
Dear Editor: 38
I, Bryan Hedrick, duly elected constable of

Nov. 7, 2000, for a term of four years. o o
It is not my intention or will be my in

office for any kind of compensation; {.e.

benefit of Deaf Smith County.

(Editor's note: Hereford residents
been worrying about the obscure posi
County constable, but Bryan Hed ;
the position, wishes to assuage any concerns that n
arise from Potter Cou:tl{'l furor over the ss
ition. This letter was submitted to Deaf Smith ¢
udge Tom Simons and the county commissioners:) '
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CANYON — Three West Texas A&M 1
have been named to receive SB. ¥
ships, which were established in 1988 '
S.B. Whittenburg, longtime isher of the Ame
News and 18-year regent of  A&M 1
The recipients are: Jim Crawford, a graduate
mass communications from Amarillo and editor
Prairie, WTAMU’s student newspaper; Jody Ho
senior mass communications/public relations major
Adrian; and Jennifer Perez, a junior mass communica
public relations major from Lubbock. o
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Bt THE SHOW WAS CANCELLED
4 BUT THE ADVENTURE
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Bailey Ledezma proudly shows
Moscow Ballet's “Nutcracker” in which she performed.

her T-shirt from the

Harlingen

Brady.

mother said.

was the youngest.

Hereford.

Granddaughter
Is in ‘Nutcracker’

Dancing in the Moscow Ballet's Great Russian
“Nutcracker” is probably a lifelong dream for some
ballerinas, but for Bailey Ledezma it happened at the
start of her dancing career.

Bailey, age 4, performed as a snowflake in the
“Nutcracker” when it was presented Nov. 22 in

She is the daughter of Trisha and Ysabel Ledezma of
San Juan and granddaughter of Teresa Munoz of
Hereford and Mr. and Mrs. Ysabel Ledezma Sr. of

“Bailey only started taking ballet this fall,” her

The tryouts for the ballet were held in September and
60 girls ranging in age from 4 to 16 were selected. Bailey

- The part which Bailey played was an optional part,
her mother said. The prima Ballerina Oxana
Gasnikova, who was at the auditions, decided to include
the part when she saw Bailey.

She portrayed a falling snowflake on the shoulder of '
the drosselmeir, or toymaker. |
Bailey has a brother, Trey, 3. She is the great- :
granddaughter of Pete and Lale Vargas of Hereford and ‘,
Juanita Martinez of Garland. She has a great-great- i
grandmother, Salustina Gonzalez, who also lives in

ASOKING FOR A HOME?

Look no further than the
Hereford Brand Real Estate Section,
u'we have what you're looking for!

Golly Gee

Look who turned

40!

Love you Tammy!
John

The Winter Rose

| A Christmas Canlala

Memories of Christmas past

Watching the la-
dies pull taffy dur-
ing the Christmas
Open House at the
Deaf Smith County
Museum recentl
brought bac
memories of doing

Becky Thorn

of chocolate covered
cherries on Christ-
mas morning. (If
you think my daddy
had a sweet tooth,
you are right.)

The cherries
were _a .

Making candy and cookies was
a family project which my daddy
even took part in at times,
especially if we were making
divinity.

I can remember my mother
standing at the stove for what
seemed like hours while the
candy cooked. She would check
its progress periodically by
dropping a small amount of the
bubbling mixture into a measur-
ing cup of water.

whether it was at

the soft ball or hard ball or soft

crack (or whatever) stage was

much a mystery to me.

asan adult, I never was able

to confidently tell the difference.

So I chose to rely on a
thermometer.

I'm not sure my sister and I did

a really good job of pulling the
taffy because ours never turned

Carols are
discussed
for Hereford
Study Club

Betty Martin and Nedra
Robinson were hostesses for the
annual Christmas Party of
Hereford Study Club held in the
Welcome Center of First United
Methodist Church.

Alice hennig, music
director of C, brought the

“Christmas Bells Are
B e
s carols telling the

history of each one.
After some instruction, the

out as white as it was supposed to.
But we had fun and we especially
liked rubbing the butter on our
hands '

We certainly liked eating the
results of our labors. My daddy
would eat some of any candy we
made, but he ate all of the
divinity. It didn’t matter if the
divinity was so soft he had to eat
it with a spoon or so hard that it
resembled rock candy - he ate it.

I think he never forgave my
aunt for throwing away a recipe
of divinity when it didn’t set up. I
was only about 9 or 10 years old
when this happened, but I don’t
remember a Christmas after that
time that my daddy didn’t
comment about what a waste it
had been for her to throw away all
that divinity.

He usually made this com-
ment while he was opening a box

remember. My
mother always got them for him
and regardless of how much
trouble we took trying to disguise
them, they were the first present
he opened.

He passed around the box and
offered us each one piece of candy
~which we dutifully ate at 7 a.m.
—then the box and the remainder
of its contents were hidden so
that only he could enjoy what was
left.

I don’t think any of us had the
heart to tell him he could have
had all the candy in the box. We
weren't es y fond of the
overly sweet confection and only
ate a piece on Christmas morning
to keep from hurting his feelings.

Christmas is a time of many
such traditions, even if we don’t
realize they are traditions until
later. Perhaps that makes the
memories “sweeter.”

E-mail LIFESTYLES news to
thorn@herefordbrand.com
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Holiday Store Hours
Dec. 3rd - Dec. 23rd
- Fri. 9am -
Sat. 9am - 4pm
Sun. Ipm -

- Christmas Eve 1pm -5pm
Buy one Christmas
_ Ornament. Get second
3@ eqnll or lower prlce
O

7pm
pm

DALEINE T. SPRINGER
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ER INSHRANCE AGENCY

% by Joseph and Pamela Martin

Presenied biy the First United Methodist Church

Sanctuary Choir
Sunday, December 17th
10:45 am

First United Methodist Church
SO[N Main

A

AUTO LIFE

HOME BUSINESS

£ elp bring a little happiness to a
% child who may be overlooked
o for Christmas this year.
For many children in our midst, the
true wonderment of Christmas is
lost. There is no Christmas!
Hereford State Bank is very happy
to offer the Foster's Children's
Christmas Tree each holiday
season.

The tree, which is
sponsored by the Texas
Department of Human
Resources, gives each of us
,% an opportunity to bring a
R genume smile to a little face.
Each ornament on the

'.‘( . Christmas tree in our lobby
? features a foster child and
a  their special wishes this year.
{'l Choose one, or as many as

® you like, and place a gift in
that child's name under the
tree by Dec. 20th.

Wishes grow on trees at Hereford
State Bank. And with your help,
we all get to see them come true.

TSfferelord
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Engagement Announcements

Taylor Sublett, Tyler Merrick

Taylor Ann Sublett of Here-
ford and Tyler Westgarth Merrick

of College Station plan to
exchange marriage vows on
March 10 in the First Baptist
("hurch of Hereford.

The bride-elect is the daughter
of Susan Sublett of Hereford and
the late Troy Sublett

Parents of the prospective
groom are Garth and Susie

Merrick of Hereford.
The bride-elect is a graduate of

Hereford High School. She
graduated from Texas A&M
University with a BBA in
accounting and an MS in
accounting in May 2000. She is
currently employed by Brown
Graham and Co. P.C.

The future groom is also a
graduate of Hereford High
School and a May graduate of
Texas A&M University with a
bachelor’s degree in agricultural
development.

Ti Boots, Robbie Hill

Tiya Dean Boots and Robert
Wallace Hill, both of Stillwater,
Okla., announce their engage-
ment and approaching mar-
riage.

The bride-elect is the daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Gail Boots of
Claremore, Okla., and Mr. and
Mrs. Mike McClure of Vinita,
OkKla.

Parents of the prospective
groom are Wallace and Cheryl

Hill of Hereford.

The couple will wed Jan. 13 in
the First Christian Church in
Claremore.

The bride-elect is a Decem-
ber 2000 graduate of Oklahoma
State University. She is a
member of Kappa Alpha Theta.

The future groom is also a
December 2000 graduate of
Oklahoma State. He is a
member of Sigma Alpha Epsi-
lon.

There’s no cash register in child’s heart

Dear Ann Landers:
My ex-husband, “Phillip.”
is remarrying next month,
and I am not handling it
well. Phillip's bride is 20
years his junior — not to
mention she’s tall, blonde,
thin, and looks like a
supermodel. Phillip has
known her all of eight
months. He recently
bought a million-dollar
mansion, and his fiancee is
decorating it lavishly, 1
might add.

My ex-husband is in a posi-
tion to do a lot for our 7-year-
old son financially. My son
and I are very close, but it's
hard to compete with Dad’s
hot tub, fancy cars and luxury
vacations. I am worried that
when our <or. gets older, he
will want to live with his
father because of the luxuri-
ous surroundings and the
things his father can afford to
give him.

Please give me some words
of wisdom to get over this
feeling of insecurity. — Ner-
vous in New York

Dear New York: Do not
try to compete with Phillip.
Seven-year-olds are not im-
pressed with luxurious sur-
roundings. They respond to
the attention they receive, and
can sense early on if they are
loved. Your son may enjoy
the things his father can pro-
vide, but that does not mean
he will love him more, or

CREATORS SYNDICATE

love you less. Take comfort in
knowing your son will have
financial security, but keep him
motivated so he will want to
accomplish something on his
own. Above all, continue to
make your home a place
where he feels comfortable and
loved. There is no cash regis-
ter in a child’s heart.

Dear Ann Landers: | am
a 50-year-old woman, recently
divorced from my husband af-
ter 25 years of marriage. The
divorce was my husband’s
idea, and it was very hard on
me. In order to have a new
start, my children and I moved
to another state. That was 18
months ago. Since then, I be-
came reacquainted with a man
I knew many years ago. We
have fallen in love (I never, in
my wildest dreams, thought it
could happen), and plan to be
married.

My children are in their
late teens and early 20s. Ap-
parently, they are still in a
state of shock over my di-
vorce, and refuse to accept

this man in my life. They
told me if we marry, they
will not attend the wed-
ding. I have asked them to
reconsider, but they insist
it hasn’t been long enough
since the divorce for me to
be with another man.
Frankly, Ann, I don’t know
if they will ever think it is
“long enough.”

Should I postpone the
nuptials in the hope they will
change their minds? Or should
I simply accept the fact that
they are hurt and resentful
and go ahead with my plans?
Please advise. — Bride-To-Be
in Louisiana

Dear Louisiana: A 50-
year-old woman does not need
her children’s permission (or
approval) to remarry. Why are
they “hurt and resentful”?
They should be thrilled at
your second chance for happi-
ness. Marry the man! You
have my blessings and best
wishes for a long and happy
life together.

Dear Readers: I would
like to recommend a quick
and relatively inexpensive holi-
day gift for anyone interested
in a truly well-written book.

This is the life story of an

insecure, lonely child from a
broken home who found ref-
uge and solace in the world of
theater. His relatives will re-
mind you of yours. You'll laugh
out loud, and maybe shed a
tear or two. The author:
Frank Rich. The title: Ghost
Light.

Eddie L. and Teri Morton of
Hereford announce the engage-
ment of their daughter, Mindy
Lynn Morton, to Jerry Wayne
Harmon of Hereford.

The prospective groom is the
son of Dan and Glenda Harmon,
also of Hereford.

The wedding is planned for
Feb. 17 in the First United
Methodist Church.

Mindy Morton, Jerry Harmon

The bride-elect is a 1999
graduate of Hereford High
School. She is currently a
sophomore at West Texas A&M
University pursuing a degree in
accounting.

Harmon is a 2000 graduate of
Hereford High School. He is
employed at West Texas Rural
Telephone.

Subsaibe to the Hereford Brand

Call 364-2030 for home delivery
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on Graduating from

WTAM

You've come a long way!

We're proud of you,
Mom, Grandma & Grandpa Vargas
& the Vargas Clan |

An Event Worth
Singing About

This is'.your chance to spread some Christmas cheer! Covenant Family
Hulfhcuro Center is holding an area-wide food drive, and you can help

out by ngqa non-perishable food items to our clinic! Food will be

{

collqcﬁd Monday, December 4 ll;rough Tuesday, December 19 and then

m to the Food Pantry zon Wednesday, December 20. So grab a w
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Project Christmas Card is a family affair, as evidenced by
Zachary and Mackenzie Clarke as they make a contribution to
the annual fund-raiser sponsored by L'Allegra Study Club
which will continue through Tuesday. Individuals are invited to
contribute the amount they would spend on Christmas cards
and names of all contributors will be printed in a full page
Christmas greeting to the entire community in the Dec. 23
edition of the Hereford Brand. Proceeds from Project Christmas
Card benefit Hereford Regional Medical Center.

Alzheimer’s support
group offers time for
sharing of concerns

In affiliation with the
Alzheimer’s Association, the

the caregiver a rest and the
opportunity to participate in the

Hereford support group for
family caregivers of persons with
Alzheimer’s disease and related
dementias, will meet at 10 a.m.
Thursday, Dec. 21 in Fellowship
of Believers Church, 245 N.
Kingwood, with group co-facilita-
tors Roy Puente, LSW, and
Shelly Moss, social services
director at King’s Manor.

A support groupis agathering
of people with common prob-
lems, needs and interests to
share their feelings, thoughts,
questions, experiences and con-
cerns in a combined effort to
better cope with and survive the
challenge they face daily.

This Thursday the gathering
will be a sharing with other
caregivers, followed by Christ-
mas music and refreshments. A
special invitation is being issued
to any caregiver and bi-lingual
assistance will be available.

Friends, relatives and neigh-
bors of caregivers are encour-
aged to offer to stay with the
person with Alzheimer’s to allow

New
Arrivals

Janet and Jeff Mercer of
Brownfield, former Hereford
residents, announce the birth of
their son, Ryan Luke, on Dec. 8
in Covenant Children’s Hospital
in Lubbock.

He weighed 9 pounds.

He joins two sisters, Meagan
and Caitlyn.

Grandparents are Betty Mer-
cer of Hereford and Reva and
Lowell Hill of Amarillo.

Marissa Ann Amar was born
Nov. 24 in Harlingen to Angela
and Robert Amar,

She weighed 7 pounds, 3 %2

was. 19 8/4 inches

ounces
lmﬁarin.ﬂhasasisterVictoria .

and a brother Robert.
Grand ts are Mary Lou
Garza of Hereford, Raul Garza

‘Jr. of Tucumcari, N.M., Rosa

Amar of Houston and the late
Henry Amar.

support group and interact with
thcse who share the same
problems and concerns.

The “bible” for caregivers of
persons with Alzheimer’s is
entitled, The 36-Hour Day: A
Family Guide to Caring for
Persons with Alzheimer’s
Disease, Related Dementing
Illnesses, and Memory Loss
in Later Life by Mace and
Rabins. Through the generosity
of the Hereford Pilot Club and the
Fellowship of Believers Church,
this resource is available now in
English or Spanish at no cost by
calling 364-0359.

Calendar of Events

MONDAY

Deaf Smith County Historical
Museum: Regular museum hours
Monday-Saturday 10a.m.-5 p.m.
and Sunday by appointment only.

Odd Fellows Lodge, IOOF
Hall, 7:30 p.m.

Rotary Club, Hereford Com-
munity Center, noon.

Planned Parenthood Clinic,
110 N. 25 Mile Ave., Suite G,
Tuesday-Friday, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

AA meetings, 411 W. First,
Monday-Friday, noon and 8 p.m.
Call 364-9620 for more informa-
tion.

Spanish speaking AA meet-
ings, 411 W. First, Monday, 8
p.m.

Humane Society, Hereford
Community Center, 7 p.m.

TUESDAY »

Hereford Rebekah Lodge No
228, IOOF Hall, 7:30 p.m. in the
winter and 8 p.m. in the summer.

Good Shepherd Clothes Closet,
625 E. Hwy. 60, Tuesday and
Thursday, 9-11:30 a.m. and 1:30-
3 p.m. To contribute items, call
364-2208.

Golden K Kiwanis Club,
Hereford Senior Citizens Center,
noon.

Hereford AMBUCS, Ranch
House, noon.

La Afflatus Estudio Club, 3

p.m.
Xi Epsilon Alpha, 7:30 p.m.
Toujours Amis Study Club, 7
p.m.
La Plata Study Club, 7L30
p.m.
Hereford Cattlewomen, Here-
ford Country Club, noon.

Christmas

Kingdom Seekers Class of

Avenue Baptist Church met Dec.
12 at the church for its Christmas
party.
Luella Thomas voiced the
prayer before a short business
meeting. Members voted to give
the to building fund and to
prepare fruit baskets for the
shut-ins.

Dorothy Sargent, Rosie Wall
and Trudy Gray served as
hostesses. .

N Duncan, Jessie Sumner,
Bett;ncgogxs and Madalena
Hudson gave a skit on Open
Door and Closed Door then
games were played.

-Skelton, Perry Keyes,

Hereford Board of Realtors,
Hereford Country Club, noon.

Ford Extension Education
Club, 9:30 a.m.

WEDNESDAY

Noon Lions Club, Hereford
Community Center, noon.

Al-Anon, Nita Lea Community
Building, 5 p.m.

Nazarene Kid’s Korner,
Nazarene Church, 7:30 a.m.-5:30
p.m.

Knights of Columbus, KC
Hall, 7 p.m.
THURSDAY

San Jose prayer group, 735
Brevard, 8 p.m.

Kiwanis Club, Hereford Com-
munity Center, noon.

TOPS Club No. 941, Senior
Citizens Center, 9:45 a.m.

Hereford Toastmasters Club,
Ranch House Restaurant, 6:30
a.m.

Al-Anon, 411 W. First, 8 p.m.

Immunizations against child-
hood diseases, Texas Depart-
ment of Health, 300 Witherspoon,
8-11:45a.m. and 1-4:45 p.m.

Merry Mixers Square Dance
Club, Hereford Community Cen-
ter, 7:30 p.m.

Elketts, 8 p.m.

L’Allegra Study Club, 10 a.m.

Alpha Iota Mu, 7:30 p.m.

Wyche EE Club, 2:30 p.m.

VFW, VFW Club House in
Veterans Park, 7:30 p.m.

BPOE Lodge in Elks Hall,
8:30 p.m.

FRIDAY

Community Duplicate Bridge
Club, Hereford Community Cen-
ter, 7:30 p.m.

party held

Secret pals were revealed
with gifts to each one and then
fun gifts were exchanged by
everyone.

Members present were Erma
Bain, Velma Carroll, Ruby
Ruby
Stevens, Maxine Coleman, Bonna
Marshall, Dorma Kirby, Marvine
Mathis, LaQuita Norvell, Pauline
Landers, Sargent, Gray, Tho-
mas, Wall, Hudson, Sumner,
Boggs and Duncan.

hbnews@wtrt.net

Happy Birthday

Stephanie
1'516! |

From 4 little wheels
to 4 big wheels!

Clear the sidewalks!

Love, Mom,
Dad, & Ashley

McLain Lawn &
Garden Center

Now has Christmas Trees, Poinsettias,
Christmas Wreaths, & House Plants,
Flocked Trees & Custom Flocking Available.

»
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The Season's Right + The Weathers Right

with ferti+lome Winterizer

‘e

Op

en Monday-Saturday

8 am to 6 pm
1302 W. Park Ave. « 364-3300

Hereford Seniors

~~ Communi

Cooking class participants shared their culinary efforts with
all Thursday night Hereford Employment Readiness
Development (HERD) students at Hereford High School as they
completed classes for the semester. Certificates of Completion
were awarded following the festivities.

e ] [¢ ]
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? December’s Spirited|

Recipe
KAHLUA FUDGE BROWNIES
1 Brownie Mix of Kahlua

Use package directions, except: replace the water
with the same amount of Kahiua, bake as directed on

the package. Cool before fiosting.
KAHLUA FROSTING
61  Butter

1 b Sifted powdered sugar
31 Unsweetened cocoa powder
31 Kahiua

In @ large bowt, cream 6 Tablespoons of butter and
Q 1 Ib, of siffted powdered sugar. Add unsweetened
cocoa powder, Kahiua, and hot coffee, beat untl

B’ “‘)? OSSED KEYS
@2 |400 . 25 Mile Ave. - 364-7618
- QI »
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- BETTER

RECEPTION!

ORE

- TOWERS
WHERE YOU
NEED THEM

Call your XIT Customer Care
Center today for details.
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MINDING
YOUR OWN

BUSINESS
Don Taylor

L

How to Measure
Your Own Success

ow do we measure our success? Usually, we go by our
feelings. We seldom measure our own success very
analytically.

The intent of this column is to give you some new ways to
measure your success. You can use this column to gauge your strong
and weak -areas. Once you know how you're doing, you can
congratulate yourself for the positives and create a plan to correct the
negatives.

How am I doing?

* Don't compare yourself to others. All too often we look
at the lives of others to measure our own success. The problem with
this measurement is that you can always find someone who appears
to be doing better than you. In truth, they may only be better at

keeping up external appearances.

The questions most successful people ask are, "Am I
making progress toward my goals?" "Am I the same person in all
areas of my life?" Is my life well balanced?" "Am I proud of what I

a.

0’)"

If you can answer yes to these questions and others like
them, you're doing fine. How much money Bill Gates has, and how
slim and attractive some movie star is, are not relevant
measurements to your achievements.

e Chart your own course. A common characteristic of
achievers is that they decide where they want to go. They decide
which mountain to climb and which battle to fight. They have a plan

and are guided by their goals.

Goals have three major benefits. First, they help us
establish direction in our lives. Second, they give us a benchmark
with which to measure our progress. Third, they can help us keep

our focus.

Don't underestimate goal power. You do have the power to
change your direction and chart a new course. If you don't take
control of your own life, someone else will do it for you.

e Prove your success financially. | believe money is a
method of keeping score and tracking progress. Whether you own
your own business or work for someone else, wealth does bring
some security and give you options. I do not believe it is the most
important, nor do I believe it is the only way to measure success.

There are many measurements you can use. If you're a
business owner ask these questions:
Are both sales and profits increasing? Is your debt decreasing as a
percentage of assets? Are you earning more from your business than
you could working for someone else? Are you building wealth (asset

value) on your balance sheet?

Now let's look at your personal finances. Do you have more than one
active credit card? Do you pay off your credit cards every month? Do
you have more than one car payment? Have you borrowed against
your home's equity? Are you building wealth on your personal

balance sheet?

I know these are tough questions. However, if you will
answer them honestly, you'll probably discover some areas on which
to focus your financial improvement strategies.

o Satisfy your personal needs. Are you happy, fulfilled and
ready to start each new day? Do you have interests outside your work
or business? Do you have time for family, friends and loved ones? Is
your schedule flexible enough to include some fun? If you can't
answer yes to these questions, you may need to reevaluate your

priorities.

While I believe our attitude controls much of our happiness
and success, sometimes we get caught in the trap of bad decisions. If
you're still breathing, it is not too late to make changes. That is why
we measure our success. To see what we need to change in order to

improve.

Don Taylor is the co-author of Up Against the Wal-Marts. You may write to
him in care of Minding Your Own Business, PO Box 67, Amarillo, TX 79105

SOME BOOKS WORTH READING

Between the Covers

Rebecca Walls
Deaf Smith County Library

On Dec. 7, 1941, at approxi- chine guns to be deployed on the

mately 1:40 the telephone rang.
Frank Knox, the secretary of the
Navy received a message from

roof of the White House, 2)
installation of bulletproof win-
dow glass, 3) build a sandbag

barricade 15 feet high
around the Executive
Mansion and offices, 4)
build abomb shelter,5)
repaint the White
House in standard
Army Air Corps cam-
ouflage, 6) total city
wide black out and
cancellation of the
Washington Commu-
nity Christmas tree
traditionally - located
near the White House
and lit by the President
during a city wide
celebration.

As President
Roosevelt listened to
his advisors he
might have rec-
ognized the
need for some
of the recom-

" B o v o mendations,
Q , { 1 g : but he bristled

% {1 %“ 4 over the Christ-

ISR ERIEEME mas tree ban.

Franklin
Roosevelt well
understood that America

Honolulu that read “AIR RAID

ONPEARLHARBORTHISIS was fighting a war to
NOT A DRILL.” preserve her heritage
Monday. Dec. 8, Congress andChristmaswasa part

of that heritage.

When the Secret Ser-
vice refused to concede
on the Christmas tree
ban, Roosevelt retorted
“that their attitude
smacked of cowardice.”
Roosevelt argued ada-
mantly. The Secret Ser-
vice compromised, there
would be a tree with

declared war on Japan. Dec. 11,
Germany and Italy declared war
on the United States. World War
II had become global.

All of America was struck with
fear and apprehension for what
would happen next. Many be-
lieved that Washington would be
bombed at any moment. A special
detachment of military police
were put on 24 hour duty. The

military and Secret Service
demanded that additional secu-
rity measures be taken to protect
the President and his resident.
The demends were: 10 ma-

lights, and President Roosevelt
participated in the lighting

ceremony.
The ceremony was changed in
that the tree was moved to the
more private, but

highly visible area

3 _ of the South lawn
¢4 of the White

 j3 House. Instead of

%. itbeingthe Wash-

Y ington Commu-
nity Christmas
Tree, it became
the National
Christmas Tree.
When President
and Mrs. Roosevelt
lit the lights on
Dec. 24, 1941,
they could not see
the crowd of 15,000
people standing
outside the iron

faces of the people along the
fence.

Spontaneously the crowd be-
gan to sing carols. That evening
Roosevelt addressed the Nation
saying,”...Let the children have
their night of laughter...Let us
grown-ups share...in their
unstinted pleasures before we
turn again to the stern tasks and
the formidable years that lie
before us, resolved that by our
sacrifice and daring these same
children shall not be robbed of
their inheritance or denied their
right to live in a free and decent
world.”

As I read the book Christmas
in Washington D.C., I was
struck by this Christmas story as
well as many others. Let us
remember our nation has come
through many different Christ-
mas seasons and it will survive
this one. Remember the reason
for the season.

I invite you into the library to
find something to read during
your holidays. You know it may
be snowing.

Sidney Sheldon has written a
“dynamic thriller” entitled The
Sky is Falling. If America had a
royal family it would be the

\lary

[ Liooins Clark

hatm,

Carol
livoins Clark

Winthrops. The charismatic fam-
ily has captured the imagination
of America and the world because
of their work in public service,
charities and glamorous lives.

In the past year five members
ofthe family have beenkilledina
series of accidents. Dana Evans,
an investigative reporter and TV
anchorman, believes there is
something more to the deaths
and begins her own investiga-
tion. As Dana gets closer to
naming the real killer she finds
herself and her son in grave
danger.

Roses are Red by James
Patterson is his heart pounding
new thriller. A mysterious
criminal who calls himself the
“Mastermind” is responsible fora
series of bank robberies.

The robbers layout precise
demands upon entering the
bank. If the precise demands
upon entering the bank. If the
precise instructions or demands
are not strictly followed or met

becomes all consumed with the
case, while things at home begin
to fall apart.

Ring of Ice: True Tales of
Adventure, Exploration and
Arctic Life is edited by Peter
Stark. It wasn’t until late in the
19* century that Arctic explorers
learned they couldn’t smash
their ships through the ring of ice
circling the globe.

From 1741 to the present,
Arctic explorers have found

themselves in situations such as
being marooned by their own
shipmates, forced to float precari-
ously on icebergs for months
before being rescued. The desire
to explore the northern most part
of the world has led to such
incidents as Duncan Pryde’s
encounter with the Inuit people’s
custom of wife exchange. Many
exciting and chilling stories are
told about mans desire to
explore, discover and conquer

the far North.

Other titles of interest this
week are:

Paradise Country by Karen
Robards.

The First Time by Joy
Fielding.

Deck the Halls by Mary and
Carol Higgins Clark.

Dudley Moore: the Melan-
choly Clown by Barbra Paskin.

50 Years Down a Country
Road by Ralph Emery.

Comics

The Wizard of Id

By Brant Parker & .Johnny Hart

THIS YOUNG MAN WON
THE “KING FOR A DAY”

© 308 CRLATORS FYVNOICATE INC. WW W CREATORRCOM

THIS
WON'T 60
ON MY
RECORD
WILL IT?

g

M

Barney Google & Snuffy Smith®

|
By Fred Lasswell I
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Marvin

By Tom Armstro Q.J

WELL, MARVIN, AT LEAST WE LEARNED ONE
"THING FROM YOUR ATTEMPT 1O PRINK
CHOCOLATE MILK

REGULAR cuP

o °©

ouT OF A

o

...YoU WOULDN'T LOOXK
GOOD IN A GENX
GONATEE

S Sworm g weerves

116

NICE JOB, BEETLE.
TAKE THE REST OF THE
AFTERNOON OFF

HAVE A NICE
FIVE MINUTES!
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Seed technology i improves cotton prospects

Growers benefit
fromresearch

By Dianna F. Dandridge
Hereford Brand Staff Writer

Just any old seed won't do
the trick anymore. Today’s
producers look at every as-
pect of crop production from
weather and pest tolerance
to quality and quantity of
yield.

Not only are producers not
willing to just sow seeds and
wait for nature to take its
course, but today top produc-
‘ers are willing to pay for the
technology and research which
goes in to the quality seed -
which ultimately produces a
better end product, both in
yield and quality.

Cotton growers throughout
the High Plains take time to
learn about the varieties of
cotton available and the dif-
ferences which make one va-
riety superior in one area to
another.

Helena Chemical branch
manager Daniel Olson said,
“Growers need to look at re-
search data and trials and
their own farming practices
before they choose a particular variety. All varieties are
suitable for dryland, some just work better with others.”

The biggest selling cotton seed varieties are considered
the Round-up Ready, BXN, Bollguard and Stacked varieties
which allow producers to cut back on hand labor. (All are

I'Ilgh steaks -- Farmers and producers are used to the high financial stakes of their chosen
profession, but a number of producers visited the Helena Chemical and Seed company
Thursday and watched as branch manager Daniel Olson stacked the steaks high for the 80

plu% seed buyers who were looking to do pre-season booking for the limited and hard to get
seeds.

registered seed varieties.)

Today’s cotton varieties give producers the opportunity to
choose the traits and characteristics they find most desir-
able.

Genetic research and technology have improved weather

tolerance of many varieties, but have had to sacrifice some
quality. But Olson said that continued research has even
brought more quality into the newer varieties.

“Everybody wants something that works. Everybody wants
to make a profit on their crops. Some of the new varieties
can make a difference of eight to 10 cents per pound,” said
Todd Taylor, a Helena sales representative.

Producers go into each season knowing the risks of success
or failure. Research and technology, which has helped develop
better seeds, suitable to specific areas or conditions help
balance those risks.

“Local growers are looking for varieties with a quick
emergence, early fruit set, high yield and good fiber quality,”
said Olson. “Researchers have worked to develop these
qualities from the farmer input.”

“Ten years ago, farmers just wanted a big yielder. Now
they are looking for a seed that produces a consistent yield
with a good fiber quality. It takes both to keep producers
planting the seed.”

Seed varieties can take years to develop and get to the
market. The trial fields set up by research universities and
agencies give producers and seed distributors a real look at
crop before choosing it, Olson said.

“Transgenics, seed varieties developed through genetic
research, are higher priced, but it takes more to develop
them, they demand special handling,” Olson said.

He further explained that seed producers have put a
significant amount of time and money into getting the seed
to the pomt of market.

Olson speculates farmers are willing to pay somewhat
more for the improved seeds, because the end result is a
better return and lower input costs.

“Growers used to plant 30 pounds of seed per acre as
compared with the 15 to 17 pounds they use now,” Olson
said. “That’s because older varieties produced fewer bolls and
needed thicker stands as well as the size of the seed has
changed, meaning you get more seeds per pound.”

Most cotton seed improvements have come about through
genetic research and Olson sees the future of ag production
becoming more and more technologically advanced.

“There will be better technology and advances that make
things better for the farmer,” Olson said.

Beet growers get lower payments
due to continued low sugar prices

FARGO, N.D. (AP) — Low
sugar prices will lead to lower
payments to Red River Valley
sugar beet growers this year,
says Jim Horvath, president
and chief executive officer of
Ehe American Crystal Sugar

0.

The company’s grower pay-
ments will be about $10 per
ton less than average, he said.
That amounts to $100 million
that will not be coming into
the valley, which will generate
an overall economic impact of
$250 million, he said.

The lower payments put
many growers on the “ragged
edge” of barely being able to
break even, Horvath said.

He said American Crystal
expects to make average gross
per-ton payments of $31.50, or
about $680 per acre. Last year,
the payments were $37.31 per
ton, or about $741 per acre.

The company harvested 9.6
million tons of sugar beets

this year, about the same as
last year, he said.

Horvath said sugar prices
have been forced down by a
glut of the commodity caused
y high imports and increased
domestic production.

Some of the sugar comes
from Canada through “stuffed
molasses.” Sugar is added to
molasses and shipped to the
United States, where it is re-
fined out of the molasses to
avoid trade quotas, Horvath
said.

Sugar industry officials hope
a court challenge will stop the
practice, he said.

The U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture is holding between
750,000 and 800,000 excess
tons of sugar, Horvath said.

Some of the surplus could
be used to process corn into
ethanol, said Craig Halfmann,
president of the Red River Val-
ley Sugarbeet Growers Asso-
ciation.

Recent tests at the Minne-
sota Energy ethanol plant in
Buffalo Lake found adding
sugar can speed up ethanol
production, resulting in the
use of more sugar and corn,
according to the American
Coalition for Ethanol.

Halfmann, who farms near
Stephen, Minn., said sugar
growers have asked Agricul-
ture Secretary Dan Glickman
to consider using surplus
sugar in ethanol production.

The federal Payment In
Kind Diversion Program
sought to strengthen sugar
prices by allowing sugar beet
growers the choice of taking
some of their crop out of
production.

Minnesota ranked first
among. states in PIK diver-
sions, with 36,370 acres taken
out of production. North Da-
kota and South Dakota were
rariked together in second
place.

Freeze boosts Valley citrus crops

BROWNSVILLE, Texas (AP)
— The Texas citrus crop,

ised to escape much of the

rd freeze from an ice storm
that marched to almost the
southern tip of the state, may
have actually benefited from
the cold, wet weather.

The result will help grape-
fruit and other crops in the
Rio Grande Valley grow
plumper and redder, say agri-
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culturists. That in turn will
boost supermarket sales.

“It’s going to bring a lot of
rain. This is the best thmg
that can happen to us,” Bob
Thornton, Texas Citrus Mu-
tual executive vice president
in Mission, told The Browns-
ville Herald in Wednesday’s
editions. “For one, the cool

weather helps the fruit color
up quickly. And the other —
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Let Srmms Farm Supply \;

be your fencmg supplier. By ordering
truckload quantity we can save you $s
Jand pass along those savings. Interested?? 4;
% Call us-at 289-521S5 to inquire or place
4% order. Due to demand and limited Space
& this will be a limited time offer, so call

.

the rain will help the fruit
take on size.”

Rod Santa Ana, spokesman
for the Texas Agricultural Ex-
tension Service in Weslaco,
said the only threat to crops is
if temperatures dip below 27
degrees for more than an hour.

“As long as it stays above
30 degrees, we will be OK,” he
added fronts help plants build
a resistance to cold weather.
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Stockmen scramble for hay

WICHITA, Kan. (AP)
Dwindling hay supplies after
last summer’s drought have
left Kansas ranchers scram-
bling this winter to feed their
cattle. Some have had to look
for hay as far away as Canada.

The problem is especially
acute because the drought not
only cut production of alfalfa,
but many ranchers were forced
to begin feeding hay earlier
than usual this fall when their
pastures dried up.

“Everything is pretty tight,
and especially grinding alfalfa,”
said Gary Mills of the U.S.
Department of Agriculture’s
livestock and grain reporting
office in Dodge City. “We con-
tinue to import some hay from
surrounding states and even
had hay shipped in here from
Canada — a lot of freight on
that.”

The Kansas Agricultural Sta-
tistics Service estimated that

the state will produce this year
6.07 million tons of all types
of hay, down 16 percent from
a year ago.

Robinson cattleman Larry
Oltjen harvested only half as
much bromegrass hay this year
as he did a year ago at his
northeast Kansas ranch.

“Some guys are scrambling
to find hay to feed. We had to
start feeding a little early,” he
said. “Hay is going to be
scarce, especially if the snow
stays.”

Oltjen expects to have
enough o<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>